
 

“ISSUES & VIEWS”: Public Affairs Quarterly Report: 1ST 

Quarter January-March 2019 WYRK 

 

 

Issues 

Townsquare Media of Buffalo and this station have identified the following as significant issues 

facing our community during this quarter: 

   

1. ORGAN DONATION...In New York State, approximately 8,000 people are waiting for livers, hearts, 

kidneys, lungs and various combinations of two or more organs to become available for transplant. 

Increasing awareness of the need for organ donors is a high priority issue of the Medical Society of the 

State of New York. The following is designed to provide physicians and patients with information about 

organ donation, how to approach families and alleviate misconceptions that prevent individuals from 

making informed decisions about donation, and resources available to assist in this effort.  

2. GUN VIOLENCE... Three dozen online retailers will no longer be able to sell realistic-looking toy 

guns, according to Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. 

Schneiderman reached a settlement with 30 online toy gun retailers who sell their products through 

Amazon.com. The third-party retailers have sold over 5,000 imitation toy guns in New York, and they 

are illegal because they did not meet state safety standards. 

3. PODIATRY AS IT RELATES TO DIABETES / AMPUTATION...Diabetic foot infections, which are 

infections of the soft tissue or bone below the malleoli, are a common clinical problem. Most infections 

occur in a site of skin trauma or ulceration. The estimated lifetime risk of a person with diabetes mellitus 

developing a foot ulcer is 15% to 25%, with an annual incidence of 3% to 10%.1 Major predisposing 

factors are peripheral neuropathy, peripheral arterial disease, and impaired immunity. More than 

one-half of nontraumatic lower extremity amputations are related to diabetic foot infections, and 85% of 

all lower extremity amputations in patients with diabetes are preceded by an ulcer 

4. CHILDHOOD ASTHMA...To determine the prevalence of caregiver-reported asthma in children 4 to 

13 years old in metropolitan western New York State, surveys were conducted during 1997-1999 in the 

Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Iroquois, and Gowanda school systems. Questionnaires (3,889) were sent to the 

homes of elementary school children in nine schools in western New York. The caregivers were asked 

to complete a 13-item questionnaire for the child. Of the questionnaires, 60.5% (2,353/3,889) were 

completed. Of all children, 18% had physician-diagnosed asthma. Of children diagnosed with asthma, 

86% were taking medication. Symptoms were consistent with suspected undiagnosed asthma for 13% 

of the children. Buffalo had the highest rate of diagnosed asthma (20%) for the age group. Gowanda 

had a prevalence of 18%, Iroquois 16%, and Niagara Falls 15%. Variations were observed in asthma 

prevalence rates among different racial/ethnic groups. In general, boys had a significantly (P = .001) 



increased odds of being asthmatic compared with girls. Overall, African-Americans and Hispanic/Latino 

children had significantly (P = .012 and P = .005, respectively) higher asthma prevalence rates, two to 

five times those of their Caucasian peers. In Gowanda, the prevalence of diagnosed asthma among 

Native American children was 23%, compared to 15% among Caucasian children. Of diagnosed Native 

American children, 71% were female.  

5. EMERGENT HEALTHCARE...The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported average 

emergency department wait times (about 30 minutes) and treatment times (about 90 minutes), which 

add up to roughly two hours in the ER. Patients with immediate, emergent and urgent needs are seen 

sooner (and treated longer) than urgent, semi-urgent or non-urgent patients. 

6. POLICE & COMMUNITY REALTIONS...City officials agreed to create the citizen advisory board last 

September after hearing growing concerns regarding the transparency, accountability and conduct of 

Buffalo police officers. The board reports to the Police Oversight Committee, which Niagara District 

Councilman Daniel Rivera chairs. Over 50 citizens applied to become members. 

 

 

Issues and Views Programs 

*Issue: Community Health Remote Access   

Show Title: GBAUGHN TeleHealth Device  

Guest(s): Dr. Raul Vasquez 

Airdate: 630 am 01/06/19 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Summary: GBAUGHN's Convenient and affordable Health Care Network was discussed whereas the 

facilities are centrally located for easy access and walk-ins are available such that if a Buffalo resident 

does not have a Primary Care Physician, GBAUHN fills that void and is always accepting new patients.  

GBAUGHN services many Medicare patients and can do so conveniently and even remotely. 

____________________________________________________ 

*Issue: Memory  

Show Title: How to Increase Your Memory 

Guest(s): David Farrow, World Record Memory Holder 

Airdate: 630 am 01/13/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Summary: Memory is best using the Experential Memory System which involves experiencing an event 

rather than studying to Memorize things.  The System can be utilized for any number of things such as 

Math, Spelling, Vocabulary, Science Formulas, etc.  Patients are trained on how to create experiences 

based upon what it trying to be retained.   



 

*Issue: Breast Cancer 

Show Title: Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center / Breast Cancer Awareness Month / Annual 

Mammogram 

Guest(s): Dr. Stephen Edge 

Airdate: 630 am 01/20/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Summary: Dr. Edge discussed age 40 being the ideal age for women to begin getting Mammograms 

because the older a woman gets, the easier it is to detect Cancer. Breast cancer as it relates to 

African-American women was also discussed, as African-American women are more susceptible to 

Breast cancer at a younger age and it’s more aggressive than that of white women. 

____________________________________________________ 

*Issue: Toy Guns 

Show Title: Toy Gun Merit Award 

Guest(s): Jerry Rubin 

Airdate: 630 am 01/27/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Summary: Jerry Rubin has designed a program to decrease the use and sale of Toy Guns nationwide 

due to them being used to commit real crimes.  The "No Toy Guns Merit Awards Program" pays people 

for sending toy guns into Jerry Rubin. 

The sale of the guns sold through Amazon by the third-party retailers since late last year: 7 were sold to 

consumers in Elmira; 13 in Binghamton; 18 in Ithaca; 52 in Buffalo; and 99 in Rochester.  However, 

three dozen online retailers will no longer be able to sell realistic-looking toy guns, according to Attorney 

General Eric Schneiderman. 

Schneiderman reached a settlement with 30 online toy gun retailers who sell their products through 

Amazon.com. The third-party retailers have sold over 5,000 imitation toy guns in New York, and they 

are illegal because they did not meet state safety standards 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



*Issue: Organ Donation 

Show Title:   MODEP (Minority Organ Donation Program) 

Guest(s): Bill Minifield 

Airdate: 630 am 02/03/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Summary: In New York State, approximately 8,000 people are waiting for livers, hearts, kidneys, lungs 

and various combinations of two or more organs to become available for transplant. Increasing 

awareness of the need for organ donors is a high priority issue of the Medical Society of the State of 

New York. The following is designed to provide physicians and patients with information about organ 

donation, how to approach families and alleviate misconceptions that prevent individuals from making 

informed decisions about donation, and resources available to assist in this effort.  

Bill Minifield encourages Organ Donation especially among the African-American population in Buffalo 

due to this Culture's vies on Death & Religion such they do not take well to donating organs. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Issue: Youth Sports / Mentorship 

Show Title: Police Athletic League (PAL) Jr. NBA Clinic Part 1 

Guest(s): Harvey Miles, MS Ed Program Director  

Airdate: 630 am 02/10/19 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Summary: 84 percent of parents believe it’s important to have their children regularly involved in sports, 

only 16 percent of youth across Western New York are physically active one hour a day, the level 

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

*Issue: Youth Sports / Mentorship  

Show Title: Police Athletic League (PAL) Jr. NBA Clinic Part 2 

Guest(s): Harvey Miles, MS Ed Program Director  

Airdate: 630 am 02/17/19 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Summary: 84 percent of parents believe it’s important to have their children regularly involved in sports, 

only 16 percent of youth across Western New York are physically active one hour a day, the level 

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

_____________________________________________________________ 



*Issue: Hospice and Palliative Care (Hospice Buffalo) 

Show Title: Hospice Buffalo’s 33rd Annual Hospice Spring Bouquet Sale 

Guest: Christie Fighter and Tammy Burner 

Airdate 630 am 2 24/19 

Duration 30 minutes 

Summary: The 33rd annual spring bouquet sale proceeds help provide care comfort and support for the 

patients and their families. Hospice Buffalo practices a holistic approach to care since 1978 and is one 

of the largest programs in the nation serving 1000 patients and is the only Medicare certified program in 

Erie County. 

 __________________________________________________________ 

*Issue: Podiatry / Footcare 

Show Title: Footcare & Diabetes 

Guest(s): Dr. William Holley 

Airdate: 630 am 03/03/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Summary: Diabetic foot infections, which are infections of the soft tissue or bone below the malleoli, are 

a common clinical problem. Most infections occur in a site of skin trauma or ulceration. The estimated 

lifetime risk of a person with diabetes mellitus developing a foot ulcer is 15% to 25%, with an annual 

incidence of 3% to 10%.1 Major predisposing factors are peripheral neuropathy, peripheral arterial 

disease, and impaired immunity. More than one-half of nontraumatic lower extremity amputations are 

related to diabetic foot infections, and 85% of all lower extremity amputations in patients with diabetes 

are preceded by an ulcer 

Dr. Holley discussed how to best care for feet and prevent foot amputation due to diabetes including 

diet recommendations  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Issue: Mammography / Breast Cancer Awareness 

Show Title: Mobile Mammography Unit 

Guest(s): Dr. Markus Holzhauer 

Airdate: 630 am 03/10/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes: 

Summary:  Windsong Radiology announced their Mobil Mammography Coach which travels around 

Buffalo and surrounding towns conducting Breast Exams in an effort to detect breast cancer early. 

The average 5-year survival rate for women with invasive breast cancer is 90%. The average 10-year 

survival rate is 83%. If the cancer is located only in the breast, the 5-year survival rate of women with 

breast cancer is 99%. Sixty-two percent (62%) of cases are diagnosed at this stage. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 *Issue: Childhood Asthma 

Show Title: Detecting Childhood Asthma Early and Treatment 

Guest(s): Dr. Steve Teach 

Airdate: 630 am 03/17/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes: 

Summary:  1 in every 11 children develop Asthma or are born with it.  Ways to treat Asthma in 

children were discussed with Dr. Teach as well as preventative measures. to reduce risk. 

 

 03/24/19 -NO PROGRAM DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 *Issue: Health Care 

Show Title: Urgent Care / Immediate Care 

Guest(s): Dr. Joseph Chow 

Airdate: 630 am 03/31/19 

Duration: 30 Minutes: 

Summary: Urgent Care is WNY & Buffalo is sorely needed due to a lack of Primary care Physicians in  

general because residents often do not have a Primary Care Physician.  Urgent / Immediate Care 

Facilities also cut down on Emergency Room waiting times. 

 



 
Crossroads Programs: Public Affairs Quarterly Report, 1st  
Quarter January - March 2019 WYRK 
 
 
 

 
Topic: Scriptural readings and traditions for Advent 
 
Host: Fr. Patrick Lynch 
 
Guest (s): Fr. Benjamin Fiore, S.J. 
 
Airdate: 7 am 1/6/19 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Discussed: The Epiphany: Magi, star and Herod, the role of dreams in gospel infancy narratives, the 
flight into Egypt and stories in the Coptic Church, baptism and beginning of Jesus' ministry. 
 
 
 
Topic: Changing the world through faith and action 
 
Host: Rabbi Jonathan Freirich 
 
Guest (s): Pastor Jonathan Staples First Shiloh Baptist Church 
 
Airdate: 7 am 1/13/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes  
 
Discussed: talked about his background and schooling, Baptist ministers, how does one become a 
Baptist minister and what called him to this ministry 
 
 
 
 
Topic: Growing up in Buffalo 
 
Host: Pastor Garney Davis Jr.  
 
Guest (s): Jason Maclin 
 
Airdate: 7 am 1/20/19  
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: The show covers the struggles of growing up in Buffalo, becoming self employed and 
helping young men in the community. 
 



 
 
 
Topic: Yoga and its spiritual components and personal spiritual journey 
 
Host: Bruce E. Strassburg 
 
Guest (s): Brian Ball 
 
Airdate: 7 am 1/27/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: life's journey from youth to adulthood, his use of marijuana in high school, how he changed 
his life as he was in ROTC but was turned away from the program, and how he found a new religion. 
 
 
 
Topic: (repeat of 2/4/18 show) Immersion Eastside Ignatian Seminar 
 
Host: Fr. Patrick Lynch S. J. 
 
Guest (s): Devonya Havis PhD. and Melissa Mosko PhD.  
 
Airdate: 7 am 2/3/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: the origins of this program at Canisius College and how it works for the students.  
 
 
 
Topic: Remembering Cantor Susan Wehle and the crash of Flight 3407 
 
Host: Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein 
  
Guest (s): Cantor Pony Myers 
 
Airdate: 7 am 2/10/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: what a Cantor is and Temple Beth Zion, the crash of Flight 3407 in Clarence with Cantor 
Susan Wehle on board and mourning the loss of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Topic: St. Giama Preq. Outreach Center and Mother Teresa Home. 
 
Host: Fr. Butch Mazur 
 
Guest (s): Cheryl Calire 
 
Airdate: 7 am 2/17/19  
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: The St. Giama Center and what they have to offer to the community, the Mother Teresa 
Home for Women and how the public can be referred to their services. 
 
 
 
Topic: Priesthood leadership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
 
Host: Bruce Strassburg 
  
Guest (s): Roger Showalter and Earl (Buster) Gates 
 
Airdate: 7 am 2/24/19 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Discussed: The High Councilmen and what they do in the church, defining Priesthood and Priesthood 
keys, Aaronic and Melchezdek Priesthood. 
 
 
 
Topic: God in Buffalo's fruit belt 
 
Host: Fr. Patrick Lynch 
  
Guest (s): Ms. Denise Barr and Pastor Alan Core 
 
Airdate: 7 am 3/3/19 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Discussed: the different ethnic groups who lived in the fruit belt, information about some of the 150 
churches in the area, a planned community day with the churches and land trust and community efforts 
to protect the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Topic: Racial equity and the Lenten Season 
 
Host: Rabbi Jonathan Freirich 
 
Guest (s): Rev. Tom Yortej 
 
Airdate: 7 am 3/10/19 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Discussed: Social action and justice addressing racism and inequality through community service and 
the racial healing circles of the racial equity roundtable. 
 
 
 
Topic: (repeat of 3/10/19 show) Racial equity and the Lenten Season 
 
Host: Rabbi Jonathan Freirich 
 
Guest (s): Rev. Tom Yortej 
 
Airdate: 7 am 3/17/19 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Discussed: Social action and justice addressing racism and inequality through community service and 
the racial healing circles of the racial equity roundtable.  
 
 
 
 
Topic: Brigham Young University Pathways Worldwide 
 
Host: Donald Sonnefeld  
 
Guest (s): Keith Degraff and Lori Dalba 
 
Airdate:  7 am 3/24/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: BYU pathways worldwide, an educational program of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Topic: Origins of the Red Power Movement 
 
Host: Agnes Williams, Seneca 
 
Guest (s): Kent Blansett PhD 
 
Airdate: 7 am 3/31/19 
 
Duration: 30 Minutes 
 
Discussed: talked about various books including "A Journey to Freedom, Richard Oakes, Alcatraz and 
the Red Power Movement". "Not You’re Indian Anymore" mid May at Penn State University in College 
Station November 20th 1969. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


