
   ISSUES PROGRAM LIST 
      "Issues & Views" - Public Affairs Program Quarterly Report and Re-Cap 

          October, November, December 2019 

This Quarters Public Affairs concerns are mainly identified in 4 specific areas of concern in Erie County 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Mental Health / Depression 

 (info retrieved from the Mental Health Association in New York State Inc.) (MHANNYS) 
https://mhanys.org/ 

 Mental Health is not only brain related due to chemical imbalances but can be also sparked by 
emotional reaction to disease or personal crisis. 

 Keys signs of Mental Health challenges are excessive worrying or fear, sadness, confusion, 
extreme mood swings, irritability, and anger, increased hunger or loss of appetite, a change in 
sleeping habits. 

 22% of all youth experience serious mental illness in any given year. 
 Half of all lifetime cases of anxiety disorders begin as age 8. 
 Half of all chronic mental illnesses begin by age 14. 

2. Substance Abuse Among Youth 

(Stats obtained from www2.erie.gov.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/iploads/pdfs/cha.pdf) 
http://www2.erie.gov/ 

 Based on a 2015-16 report, there were 7 Opioid related deaths among youth under 20, and 72 
among young adults ages 20-29. 

 Heroin overdose is the leading cause of accidental death among youth in Erie County, per 
nysac,org/files/NYSAC 

 2017 Census estimates show that 6.4% of all Opioid related deaths were among persons ages 15 
- 19 and 14.3% among young adults 20-29. 

 

3. Cancer - Breast/Lung Cancer & the Importance of Early Detection 

 A Roswell Park study reported that Erie and Niagara Counties had 138 cases of breast cancer per 
year per every 100,000 women while the State average was 127.7. 

 According to https://news.wbfo.org/post/state-says-higher-cancer-rates-along-buffalo-
cheektowaga-border-found-mainly-men,  Cancer is now the second-leading cause of death in 



New York State and across the United States, but four regions of the state - including along the 
Buffalo-Cheektowaga border - have significantly higher rates for colorectal, esophageal, kidney, 
lung, oral cavity (mouth and throat) and prostate cancer. 

 According to https://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2012/07/26/report-shows-more-
cancer-in-upstate-ny.html  Erie County’s biggest cancer killer is lung cancer, accounting for 
almost 15 percent of all cancer cases and 29 percent of all deaths. The report says the 
disproportionate mortality highlights the need for prevention and tobacco cessation efforts. 

4. Literacy / Education 

 According to https://www.wkbw.com/news/hiring-716/adult-illiteracy-as-a-workforce-barrier-3-
in-10-buffalo-adults-are-functionally-illiterate, 3 in every 10 Buffalo adults are "functionally 
illiterate" 

 The same report shows that 43% of adults with the lowest literacy live in poverty 
 50% of chronically unemployed people are functionally illiterate 
 76% of adults on Public Assistance are illiterate or unable to read simple text 
 85% of juvenile offenders have reading problems 
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October  

10/06 - Prescription Pain Killers Kill: 

Guests: Nick Cazolli:  Horizon Health - Rob Kubiak:  Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

Prescription drug abuse among youth is at epidemic proportions mainly due to careless parents leaving 
prescription drugs in easily accessible areas in the house.  Kids are using prescription drugs at unheard of 
rates as early as Middle School. 

The goal of the guests is to educate parents as to how to store and dispose of unused prescription drugs 
so as to alleviate access by their kids.   

More info: https://www.fda.gov/drugs/resources-you-drugs/misuse-prescription-pain-relievers-buzz-
takes-your-breath-away-permanently 

 

 

 



10/13 - Breast Cancer Awareness: 

Guest: Cindy Anderson:  Cosmetology Instructor 

This pre-recorded audio documentary by Cindy Anderson, a breast cancer survivor, reveals that 200,000 
women will undergo breast cancer treatment annually.  Cindy explains that she lost her hair, nails, 
vitality, income, independence, and peace of mind because of the breast cancer she endured. 

More Info: https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/you-know-me-a-short-film-of-critical-impact#/ 

10/20 - Early Breast Cancer Detection: Mobil Mammography 

Guest: Dr. Marcus Holzhauer, Windsong Radiology Group 

Windsong Radiology is dedicated to finding ways to make it easier for women to get breast 
examinations in the form of mammograms and developed a Mobil Mammography bus that travels 
around Erie County to administer free screenings. 

Women are urged to begin getting screened by age 40, then once per year thereafter as early detection 
means a 90% survival rate. 

The new Windsong Mammography unit captures a 3d image of the patient. 

More info: 
https://www.assuredrad.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiA6bvwBRBbEiwAUER6JY9ISy6WNtRWydEAlhTm7TGdlE7S
OeRv9o05GnMYrH7QsNoFVpVA5RoCOegQAvD_BwE 

10/29 - Uterine Cancer 

Guests: Dr. Peter Frederick:  Director of Minimally Invasive Surgery, Department of Gynecologic 
Oncology at Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer center (RPCCC) 

Uterine Cancer is the most common form of gynecological cancer with the most common treatment 
being a removal of the uterus (womb) - a hysterectomy. 

Women who are post menopausal are the most affected.  Warning signs could be vaginal bleeding that 
is persistent. 

More Info: https://www.roswellpark.org/cancer/uterine-endometrial 

11/03 - Lung Cancer Awareness 

Guests: Lori Pierce: Physicians Assistant in the Lung Cancer Screening Department of Internal Medicine 
at Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center (RCCC) 

Professor Mary Reed:  Director of Lung Cancer Screening & Survivorship at RCCC 



Lung Cancer is the 3rd leading cause of death in the United States with more people dying from Lung 
Cancer than Colon, Breast, and Prostate Cancer combined; thus the importance of early detection.  Both 
guests promoted and encouraged screening relative to detecting any problems early so as to assure 
patients can be successfully treated if there is lung cancer detected. 

More Info: https://www.roswellpark.org/cancer/lung 

11/10 - Weight Loss / Depression 

Guest: Teresa Bowick. Author of the book "Collard Green Curves: A Fat Girl's Journey from Obesity & 
Depression to a Healthy Living lifestyle 

Eating disorders are often related to stress, depression, and an overall sense of low self esteem/low self 
worth.  Stress, Depression, and low Self-Esteem can stem from domestic abuse, as was the case with the 
guest on today's program.  The guest describes in her book how she overcame the emotional downfall 
she suffered due to an abusive relationship.  The guest provides encouraging info regarding her plight so 
as to help others struggling with what she encountered in her relationship. 

More Info: https://www.facebook.com/collardgreencurves/ 

11/17 - Crisis Intervention / Mental Health Wellness 

Guest: Maura Kelly, Director of Mental Health Peer Connection for WNY Independent Living 

Rene Coronado: Program Manager at The Renewal Center (part of the "Housing Options Made Easy") 

The Renewal Center is a "Safe Survival Wellness Center" for individuals dealing with mental health issues 
such as depression, domestic abuse, financial distress, etc.  Many issues and crisis in people lives can 
easily become overbearing and stressful to the extent a person feels helpless.  A trip to the emergency 
department could be even more stressful based on the wait and informality.  The Renewal Center is a 
safe haven for anyone who simply wants to talk about problems with professionals.  Walk-Ins are 
welcome and everything is completely anonymous.  The Renewal Center does not even require a name 
or any info , they are strictly dedicated to listening and helping. 

More Info: 
http://www.wnyhousingoptions.org/OurServices/TheRenewalCenterHospitalDiversionService/tabid/450
/Default.aspx 

11/24 -  A Citizens Task Force effort to Stop Medicaid and Community Services funding cuts 

Guests: Tony Admanson, Unit Secretary at a local Nursing Home - Kioke Bell, Patient Registration for 
Kaleida Health - Darlene Gates, Home Health Aide and Foster Parent 

Due to a $ Billion Government spending deficit, cuts to Medicaid and Community services are in 
jeopardy of being cut as they are getting too expensive for the State of New York to maintain.   The 
guests on the program have organized to create awareness and urge people to contact their State 



Senators and local politicians so as to avoid the cuts which will negatively impact current Medicaid 
recipients.  1/3 of all New Yorkers receive Medicaid according to the guests. 

More Info: https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2020/01/02/cuomo-administration-
begins-medicaid-rate-cut 

12/01 - M.A.N. ( "Mentoring and Nurturing" At Risk Individuals)  

Guests: Jerome Wright, Founder / CEO - AJ Hamilton: Activities Coordinator 

While imprisoned for their own crimes the guests developed a program designed to help themselves 
and other inmates returning to societal freedom, deal with entering back into the world.  The men 
created a curriculum that was eventually implemented in other facilities that began to successfully help 
me transition back into the community, find work, and avoid returning to incarceration.  The program 
and curriculum helps Fatherless men, and men in general, become better men as well as help with 
Anger Management.  

 12/08 - "Almost Depressed" 

Guest: Shelley Carson: Psycho Pathologist / Research Psychologist, and Harvard University Lecturer and 
Author of book "Almost Depressed" 

The guest works with Military troops, people working through relationship woes, and others dealing 
with issues that can lead to poor mental health and depression.  The Department of Defense consults 
with the guest to help troops returning to civilian life after having experienced life in the Military.   The 
guest also works with and discusses helping people maintain lasting and meaningful personal 
relationships. 

More Info: https://www.cnn.com/2013/10/25/health/almost-depressed-carson/index.html 

12/15 - Literacy Workshops for Teachers & Parents 

Guests: Dr. Fenice Boyd, Assistant Professor of Literacy and Teacher Education at the University of 
Buffalo - Dr. Monica Ridgeway, Equity & Inclusion Coordinator for the Education Collaborative of WNY 

The guests have developed a program for teachers and parents who help find innovative ways to 
empower kids to be able to read and communicate ideas dealing with crisis. The Flint Water Crisis is the 
information used to invoke thoughts and ideas within kids and helps them to understand differences in 
how people communicate and deal with crisis. 

More Info: http://ed.buffalo.edu/news-
events/news.host.html/content/shared/ed/news/ticker/2019/05/28.detail.html 

 

 



12/22 - "Just Tell One" 

Guests: Ken Housnic, Executive Director of Mental Health Association - Carol Doggett, Executive Director 
of "Just Tell One" - Doug Hahn, Youth Peer Mentor 

The "Just Tell One" program is geared towards young people within the transitions ages of 14-26 in 
which this age group traditionally deals with four primary areas of concern: Depression, Suicide, Alcohol 
abuse, and Substance abuse.   

"Just Tell One" urges and teaches this age group the importance of sharing challenges with someone 
and that telling one person is all it takes to get help with in any of the four primary challenging areas of 
young adulthood. 

More Info: https://justtellone.org/ 

12/29 - Urgent Care 

Guest: Dr. Joseph Chow, President & Chief Medical Officer at Immediate Care 

Immediate Care is one of the 1st "Urgent Care" facilities in WNY dealing with urgent care related to 
occupational medicine, work related injuries, drug screening as it applies to employment, and treatment 
relative to acute care. There are three immediate care facilities in Buffalo and four in Rochester where 
people can come for urgent care with no appointment necessary.  The facility does not provide any type 
of Primary Care Physicians. 

More info: https://www.wnyimmediatecare.com/ 

 

 

 


