
Issues Programs List

Quarterly Issues Programs List for WSDQ

April 1, 2019 to June 30, 2019

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter:

A. CRIME/FIRE/POLICE/EMS NEWS: 

April 10, 2019 - Sequatchie’s health ranking jumps to 33rd

April 15, 2019 - Suspect shot, wounded by armed citizen

May 8, 2019 - Thomas guilty of assaulting Dunlap doctor and staff

May 15, 2019 – Mechanic charged with theft of transmission

June 3, 2019 – Motorcycle, truck collide on Rankin Ave.

June 26, 2019 - Emergency responder course offered starting in August

B. GOVERNMENT ISSUES/EVENTS: 

April 3, 2019 - OMNI Outreach connects individuals to new experiences

April 17, 2019 – Commission considering waste reduction for landfills

May 1, 2019 – Annual Valley Fest Projected to be a success 

May 22, 2019 - SETHRA-CASA Rodeo May 31 – June 1

June 1, 2019 – County buys property for future prospects

June 5, 2019 - Diamond Rio headliner for July 4th celebration

 

C.   SCHOOL EVENTS:

April 3, 2019 - SCHS boasts State FFA winners

April 10, 2019 - Smith named area Educator of the Week

May 1, 2019 - Keener signs with Kentucky Wesleyan

May 8, 2019 - SCHS Band wins first place in Pigeon Forge

https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/05/08/schs-band-wins-first-place-in-pigeon-forge/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/05/01/keener-signs-with-kentucky-wesleyan/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/04/10/smith-named-area-educator-of-the-week/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/06/05/diamond-rio-headliner-for-july-4th-celebration/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/05/22/sethra-casa-rodeo-may-31-june-1/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/04/03/omni-outreach-connects-individuals-to-new-experiences/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/05/08/thomas-guilty-of-assaulting-dunlap-doctor-and-staff/
https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/04/10/sequatchies-health-ranking-jumps-to-33rd/


June 12, 2019 – Five from SCHS on Best of Preps

June 19, 2019 – SCMS students tour the nation's capital

D. WEATHER:

 April 10, 2019 - Flood repair to county buildings nearly finished

May 21, 2019 - Local nonprofits eligible for flood damage assistance

June 19, 2019 – Flooded; Still Overcoming adversity to reopen for the community

Section II responsive programs:

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. Programming
dealing with each issue is set out below:

A. CRIME/FIRE/POLICE/EMS NEWS: 

April 10, 2019 - The overall health of Sequatchie County residents continues to dramatically improve 
in the Robert Wood Foundation health rankings since Erlanger Health System opened the Erlanger 
Sequatchie Valley Emergency Room in July 2014. Today, Sequatchie County ranks 33 in overall health 
out of 95 Tennessee counties, up from 68 in 2017 and 91 in 2013. 

April 15, 2019 - Tyler Shell, a suspect in a vehicle theft in Dunlap, was shot by a Blue Sewanee Road 
resident on Saturday night, April 13. Shell had led officers on a pursuit on nearby Smith Mountain and 
was thought to be armed, a report stated. At about 8:15 p.m., Shell, on foot, reportedly charged a 
homeowner outside his residence and was struck after one round was fired. Shell was transported to a 
medical facility with non-life threatening injuries.

May 8, 2019 - A woman who assaulted a doctor and medical staff after being denied prescription 
medicine was found guilty by jury trial in Sequatchie County May 6. Jurors found Cecilia Thomas, 55, 
guilty of aggravated assault for incidents at Dr. Mary Baldwin’s office in Dunlap in September 2017.  

May 15, 2019 - Dunlap mechanic and business owner Richard E. Binney, 58, was charged with theft 
May 3 following an investigation by local authorities. Binney, owner of Richard’s Service Center on 
Rankin Avenue, reportedly failed to replace a transmission after a vehicle was brought in for service 

June 3, 2019- A motorcycle and truck collided at the intersection of U.S. Highway 127 and Hickey 
Circle in Dunlap on Monday afternoon, June 3. Numerous emergency personnel responded to the scene
at about 1:45 p.m. The Tennessee Highway Patrol is conducting an investigation into the wreck. 

June 26, 2019 - Puckett EMS is offering a class this fall for anyone wanting to be trained as an 
Emergency First Responder (EMR).Class size is limited to 25 students, Smith said, and the deadline to 
apply is July 21.Tuition is $210, but it is payable in three installments of $70 (Aug. 5, Sept. 5, and Oct. 
7). This includes a textbook, AHA BLS CPR certification, and a first attempt National Registry written 
examination fee.Classes will be held at the Senior Citizens Center, at 103 Heard Street in Dunlap.

https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2019/06/19/overcoming-adversity-to-reopen-for-the-community/


B. GOVERNMENT ISSUES/EVENTS: 

April 3, 2019 – TWRA makes it happen for disabled man - Around three of four years ago, a young 
man who had been in a wheelchair his whole life wanted to go deer hunting. Travis Smith, with OMNI 
Rehab in Dunlap and Pikeville, began working with the Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency and 
eventually was able to take him on a special wheelchair hunt. 

April 17, 2019 - Reduction of waste ending in landfills, and lowering of related costs, could be in the 
future for Sequatchie County. County commissioners approved allowing County Executive Keith 
Cartwright and County Attorney Jennifer Mitchell to enter into a non-binding agreement with Carbon 
Black Global (CBG), LLC, during their regular monthly meeting on August 15 

May 1, 2019 – Local favorites, some with roots in the Sequatchie Valley, are joining nationally-known 
entertainers for the ninth annual Valley Fest May 1-5. Starting with a carnival on Wednesday, the 
downtown festival includes a car show, race, arts show, fireworks, food, crafts, and a wide range of 
singing and music. Singing starts Friday with performers  

May 22, 2019- SETHRA – CASA Rodeo, May 31-June 1, set for next week, hopes to bring in tourists 
from several counties along with local bull riders hoping to vie for the coveted buckle.

June 1, 2019 - The purchase of $375,000 for a building and four acres at the industrial park was 
approved by the Sequatchie County Commission on Monday evening, May 20 during a special called 
meeting. No specific purpose for the building and property were discussed, though County Executive 
Keith Cartwright said the county needed to be proactive

June 5, 2019 -It’s a bit longer away than “in a week or two,” but multi-platinum country artists 
Diamond Rio are on their way to Dunlap. Diamond Rio is headlining the fifth annual City of Dunlap 
Music Festival, concluding Independence Day festivities on Thursday, July 4.  

 

C.   SCHOOL EVENTS:

April 3, 2019 - Sequatchie County High School had three state champions and two runner-up finishes 
at the FFA State Convention in Gatlinburg held March 24-27. Awards, a career fair, workshops, and a 
trip to Dolly Parton’s Stampede were followed by competitions between students from around the state.
At the state event, students demonstrated their knowledge of each category. Sequatchie’s state winners 
were in agriscience. 

April 10, 2019 - Stacey Smith, a Sequatchie County Middle School teacher, and her seventh grade 
students were surprised by NewsChannel 9 videographer and producer Kellie McClune on April 4. 
McClune and SCMS Principal Devona Smith visited Smith’s class to present her with the 
NewsChannel 9/Tennessee Lottery Educator of the Week award.  

May 1, 2019 - Advancing to the TSSAA state tournament the past two seasons, Sequatchie County 
High School senior Will Keener has been one of the school’s most successful athletes in any sport. Last
week, Keener made the decision to continue his wrestling career at Kentucky Wesleyan University 
(KWU) in Owensboro, and is the first male from SCHS  

May 8, 2019 - The Sequatchie County High School concert band placed first in Class A, with an 
excellent rating, at the Music in the Parks Festival in Pigeon Forge on May 4. 
June 12, 2019 - Five student-athletes from Sequatchie County High School who helped their teams to 
the Spring Fling in Murfreesboro have been recognized as among the best in the area in their sports. 
Earning Best of Preps honors from the Chattanooga Times Free Press were Ella Edgmon, Collin 
Hudson, Austin Mitchell, Skyler Mohler, and Mackenzie Turner.  



June 19, 2019 -  Eighth grade students at Sequatchie County Middle School recently took a field trip to
Washington, D.C. During their three-day stay, students had the opportunity to take pictures of the north 
and south side of the White House, and tour Mount Vernon, the National Archives, and the U.S. 
Capitol. Additionally, students visited the Lincoln, Jefferson, and Franklin Memorials.

D. WEATHER:

April 10, 2019 -  The impact of a major flood   Feb. 21-24 of this year is still being felt in Dunlap, as 
work crews are finishing up repairs on several county buildings.The Dunlap Public Library and the old 
middle school on Heard Street, which houses the senior center, the food closet, and other offices, 
suffered major damage from the flooding.  Except for the Senior Citizens Center and the fair exhibition
hall at the middle school, they are still closed.A couple of factors have caused the delay in reopening – 
relocating books at the library while the floor is replaced and having to call in a special crew at the old 
middle school due to asbestos in the tile.

May 21, 2019- Sequatchie, Marion, Bledsoe, and Van Buren counties are included in the Presidential 
Disaster Declaration for Public Assistance for damage related to the floods of Feb. 23.The U.S. Small 
Business Administration announced this week that 59 counties are on the list, which enables private 
non-profit (PNP) organizations in these counties to apply for long-term, low-interest loans to help with 
recovery from damages caused by severe storms, flooding, landslides, and mudslides from Feb. 19 
through March 30, 2019.The filing deadline to submit applications for physical property damage is 
June 17, 2019. The deadline to submit economic injury applications is Jan. 17, 2020.

June 19, 2019 - Serving the community for over nine years, Serenity Pointe Thrift had been closed 
since February 23 due to extensive flood-related damages. Heavy, long-lasting rains caused the city’s 
sewer system to back up, flooding the building on Rankin Avenue in Dunlap.   Serenity opened it's 
doors June 19, to the public to once again serve the community. “Weather wont' hold us down,” one 
sales person said.

http://www.dunlapnews.com/article/?ID=1867

