
Issues Programs List

Quarterly Issues Programs List for WSDQ

January 1, 2020 thru March 31, 2020

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues 
facing our community in this quarter:

A. CRIME/FIRE/POLICE/EMS NEWS: 

January 15, 2020 – Chief Huth retires badge

January 15, 2020 – Cookston charged with illegal hunting

January 22, 2020 – Home destroyed on Cherry Street

February 3, 2020 – Juvenile injured during accident

February 5, 2020 – Kidnapper/assault indicted in grand jury

February 6, 2020 – Human skull found near Seq/Van Buren state 
lines

February 26, 2020 – 5 face drug charges; from Dunlap

February 28, 2020 – Body found on Cagle Mtn

March 11, 2020 – Local resident rescued from submerged vehicle by
2 local men

March 11, 2020- Little Homie sought by police

March 18, 2020 – Help sought in thief identification

B. GOVERNMENT ISSUES/EVENTS: 

January 7, 2020 - Carbon Black Global discusses possible expansion

January 8, 2020 – Walking Track in city nears completion

January 22, 2020 – City water to increase $2.10

February 20, 2020 – EMS Director Smith urges caution on black ice

February 26, 2000 – Downtown revitalized in 2020 



March 4, 2020 – Election results are in

March 25,2020 – COVID 19 impacts communities

C. SCHOOL EVENTS:

 
January 8, 2020- Schools seek improvement after report card 
released

January 22, 2020 – Lady Braves earn 5th straight basketball 
championship

January 29, 2020 – SCMS Price takes a deer, or two

February 2, 2020 – Old Liberty School turned into apartments

February 6, 2020 – Schools closing due to high waters

February 19, 2020 – SCHS senior youngest winner at King of 
Hammers

February 19, 2020 – SCHS graduate helps invent orthopedic spine

March 3, 2020- Schools on “soft” lockdown while suspect on the 
loose

March 4, 2020 – SCMS student publishes book

March 11, 2020 – Albright leads SCHS seniors in 2020

March, 26, 2020- Lunches provided for school age children during 
virus outbreak/schools closed



D. WEATHER/COMMUNITY EVENTS

January 29, 2020 – Warm Weather fans, Valley Fest headliners, 
Shenandoah

February 20, 2020 – Weather causes district tourney delays

March 4, 2020 – Spring is in the air; “springing” clocks forward

March 4, 2020 – Warmer weather; spring time festivites to include 
planting a community garden

March 31, 2020 – First case of COVID 19 hits county

Section II responsive programs:

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 
above referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set 
out below:

A. CRIME/FIRE/POLICE/EMS NEWS: 

January 15, 2020 – Chief Huth retires badge

After serving Dunlap residents for much of the past 32 years, Police 
Chief Clint Huth is moving on. Huth announced his retirement as a law
enforcement officer, though he will still be in Dunlap after taking a 



position at the new Hubner Manufacturing operation. 

January 15, 2020 – Cookston charged with illegal hunting

Dakota H. Cookston, 23, faces a long list of hunting violations 
following an investigation by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
(TWRA) and Officer Shawn Edgmon. “Between November 12 through 
November 26, I conducted an investigation into (Cookston) illegally 
shooting game,” Officer Edgmon said. 

January 22, 2020 – House destroyed on Cherry Street
A garage on Cherry Street in Dunlap was destroyed by fire January 
21. The quick response by local volunteers saved a home less than 10
feet away, said Dunlap Fire Department (DFD) Chief Norman Hatfield. 
The Chief explained an initial call on the fire at the home of Gloria 
Welch was received at 8:01 a.m. 

February 3, 2020 – Juvenile injured during accident

A juvenile driver was freed from his vehicle by volunteers from the 
Dunlap Fire Department after a wreck on Monday afternoon, February
3. The driver had to be extricated before being transported from the 
scene by Puckett EMS. 

February 5, 2020 – Kidnapper/assault indicted in grand jury

A Chattanooga man who reportedly put a gun to the head of two 
individuals was among defendants indicted by the Sequatchie County 
Grand Jury last week. Ricky L. Grant was arrested in November for 
allegedly putting a gun to his ex-girlfriend’s head and another person,
then forcing his ex-girlfriend into a vehicle. 

February 6, 2020 – Human skull found near Seq/Van Buren 
state lines

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) announced the discovery
last weekend of a human skull in a wooded area near Pleasant Hills 
Cemetery. Authorities including the TBI, Dunlap Police Department, 



Sequatchie County Sheriff’s Department, Van Buren officers, and 
others were searching in the woods near the Van Buren-Sequatchie 
county line when the discovery was made. 

February 26, 2020 – 5 charged with drugs; from Dunlap

Five Dunlap residents were charged by authorities who reportedly 
found substances believed to be drugs, plus several weapons in a 
vehicle. Arrested were Kayla Cagle, 22; David Cranmore, 22; Shelby 
Grindstaff (also known as Shelby Lewis), 20; Brandon Kilgore, 26; 
and Hannah Rigsby, 21. 

February 28, 2020- Body found on Cagle Mtn

The Sequatchie County Sheriff’s Department announced the discovery
of a body after a call was received of a camper trailer fire on Cagle 
Mountain. The cause of the fire was determined to be an accident, 
after an investigation by the Sheriff’s Department and the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation’s fire division. The name of the victim has not 
been released.  

March 11, 2020 – Local woman rescued from submerged 
vecicle by 2 local men

A young woman was brought out of the Sequatchie River on Sunday 
evening, March 8, after her vehicle left the roadway. Two local 
residents canoed into the river and brought her ashore, Dunlap Police 
Chief Randy Phillips reported. 

March 11, 2020 – “Lil Homie” being sought by police

Robert Lee Neal, a Dunlap resident also known by the nickname “Lil’ 
Homie,” led authorities on a foot chase in the south area of Dunlap on
March 3. Sequatchie County Schools went on what is known as a “soft
lockdown,” reported Dunlap Police Chief Randy Phillips. “Mr. Neal was 



wanted for probation violation, domestic assault, shoplifting, and theft
under $1,000,” Chief Phillips explained. “The Dunlap Police 
Department and Sequatchie County Sheriff’s Department attempted 
to serve warrants to Neal near the apartments on U.S. Highway 28, 
but he fled on foot.”

March 18, 2020 – Help needed in thief identification

Surveillance footage indicates two suspects were involved in the theft 
of catalytic converters, emissions control devices from a West Valley 
Road location, reports Sequatchie County Sheriff Coy Swanger. 

B. GOVERNMENT ISSUES/EVENTS: 

January 7, 2020 - Carbon Black Global discusses possible 
expansion

Members of Carbon Black Global’s leadership team, including Chief 
Financial Officer Vince Harkins (above), spoke at a well-attended 
question and answer meeting at the Fredonia Community Center 
January 7. Fredonia residents and others from the county expressed 
support, along with concerns, on the company’s research and 
development operation on Barbrow Road and a possible carbon 
processing plant in Dunlap. Municipal solid waste sent to landfills 
could be reduced by 95 percent, Harkins told the audience.

January 8, 2020 - Walking trail nears completion

Running from Sequatchie County Schools north almost to the 
Sequatchie County Courthouse, a wooded walking trail is in its final 
stages of completion. On Monday, January 6, paving was taking place 
at the site of a pedestrian crossing signal which is to be installed.

January 22, 2020 – City water to increase $2.10

https://www.thedunlap-tribune.com/2020/01/08/walking-trail-nears-completion/


Due to expenses such as a new, large filter and work on a water 
tower, Dunlap Water Department customers will be seeing an 
immediate rate increase of $2.10 per month. City Commissioners 
unanimously approved the rate hike during their regular meeting on 
January 16.“It’s something that we hate to do, but we have to do it,” 
said Dunlap Mayor Dwain Land

February 20, 2020 – EMA Director Smith urges caution on 
black ice

Black ice, a transparent coating of ice displaying the color of the 
surface below, is a threat tonight, said Sequatchie County Emergency 
Management Director Winfred Smith. He encouraged drivers to slow 
down and stay off the road if possible. Rain throughout the day could 
freeze with the temperature dropping, Smith added. 

February 26, 2020- Downtown revitalized in 2020

Ideas and suggestions for continuing revitalization efforts in Dunlap, 
especially in the downtown area, were shared during a community 
meeting February 21. Those attending included members of the 
Dunlap-Sequatchie County Chamber of Commerce, local political 
leaders, and other interested individuals.Chamber Director Janis 
Kyser, one of those speaking, said a healthy downtown area is a key 
to tourism. She said Bell Buckle, a community in Middle Tennessee, 
draws tens of thousands of visitors and has special events at least 
once a month.

March 4, 2020 – Election results are in 

Former Vice-President Joseph Biden and President Donald Trump were
winners in Sequatchie County in the 2020 Presidential Preference 
Primary held March 3.
Biden received 270 votes in the Democratic Primary, 40.2 percent, 
ahead of Bernie Sanders (161, 24 percent) and Michael Bloomberg 
(131, 19.5 percent). Several other candidates also received votes, led
by Elizabeth Warren with 50.



Trump took 958 votes in the Republican Primary, 98.1 percent. 

March 25, 2020-COVID 19 affects communities

Physicians and dentists in Dunlap are working to continue services, 
while stressing safety for both visitors to their offices and staff. 
Individuals referred by a primary care physician or state health 
department can have a drive-thru appointment. Swabbing will take 
place while individuals remain in their vehicles, at the Industrial Park 
behind Mann+Hummel in Dunlap. Those seeking information from 
Erlanger Sequatchie Valley about COVID-19 are asked to visit the 
website, www.erlanger.org/about-us/coronavirus-response. Also, in 
the Dunlap Tribune, a special section is dedicated to educating the 
public on COVID-19, the coronavirus compliments of Erlanger 
Sequathie Valley, a division of Erlanger Bledsoe Hospital.

C. SCHOOL EVENTS:

January 8, 2020 – Schools seek improvement after grade card 
released

Mixed results were received on the Tennessee State Report Card 
recently issued to school systems around the state. In Sequatchie 
County, several areas show room for improvement, said grade 9-12 
Curriculum and Career Technology Supervisor Marsha Talley.  

January 22, 2020 – Lady Braves earn 5th straight basketball 
championship

Sequatchie County Middle School’s girls basketball team won the 
Sequatchie Valley Conference for the fifth straight year, defeating 
tournament host Bledsoe County on January 16.

January 28, 2020 – SCMS Price takes a deer, or two

“I’ve been wanting to get out and get a deer since before I was in 



school,” said Sequatchie County Middle School seventh grader Koltin 
Price. “Finally, I was able to do it.” Koltin, aided by his father and 
members of Kidz Outdoors, a non-profit organization allowing hunting
for children who otherwise may be unable to do so, killed not one, but
two deer recently in Alabama.

February 2, 2020 – Old Liberty School turned into apartments

The former Liberty School in Cartwright has undergone major 
renovation into upscale apartments, thanks to Michael Hudson, a 
resident of the community in the south area of Sequatchie County. “I 
just wanted to give back to our community here, and make the 
building a place everyone could be proud of,” Hudson said. 

February 6, 2020 – Schools closing due to high water

Concern over flooded roads and high water near homes led 
Sequatchie County school officials to cancel classes for a second 
consecutive day, Friday, February 7. Roads were closed Thursday 
morning including at Old York Highway, near the Sequatchie River, 
and other locations. Drivers are urged to remain cautious and be 
aware of any high water across roads, and to never drive across 
closed roads. 

February 19, 2020 – SCHS Senior youngest winner at King of 
Hammers

Traveling across the country competing in a thrilling motor sport, 
Sequatchie County High School senior Stephen Rogers had one his 
best finishes yet earlier this month. A professional rock bouncer, 
Rogers placed first in the EFI Holley Shootout at the King of Hammers
in California and at age 17, is the youngest winner of the event. 



February 19, 2020 – SCHS graduate helps invent orthopedic 
spine

Students from Tennessee Technological University (TTU), including 
SCHS graduate Shelby Kilgore, used their knowledge and skills to help
a child coping with cerebral palsy. The project was part of the Early 
Intervention and Mechanical Engineering (EIME) program at TTU, 
which pairs engineering students with families of children with special 
needs.“It was just truly an amazing experience that just keeps on 
giving,” said Kilgore, a senior at the Cookeville university.

March 3, 2020 – Schools on “soft” lockdown; while suspect is 
on the loose

Officers from the Dunlap Police Department and Sequatchie County 
Sheriff’s Department are pursuing an individual on foot, according to 
a Sheriff’s Department Facebook post Tuesday morning, March 3. The 
chase is in the area of Sequatchie County Schools, so the school 
system is on a soft lockdown with all doors locked from the outside 

March 4, 2020 – SCMS student publishes book

Sequatchie County Middle School student, Mya Ricciardi, has 
published “Love is a Drug” that is now available at Barnes & Noble. “It
is an amazing accomplishment that Mya has been able to write and 
publish a book as a seventh grader,” said Corin Runyon, one of the 
directors of SCMS’s Young Writer’s Organization 

March 11, 2020 – Albright leads SCHS seniors in 2020

A wide range of career goals are in the plans of Sequatchie County 
High School’s Class of 2020 Top 10, announced by the school. Paxton 
Coe Albright leads this year’s Top 10 as valedictorian. The son of Chris
and Kristy Albright plans to attend Auburn University and major in 
Mechanical Engineering.“After receiving my degree, I hope to pursue 
a career at a company such as TBA or NASA,” he said.

March 26,2020 – Lunches provided for school age children 



during virus outbreak/schools closed

Sequatchie County Schools’ staff packed and handed out 5,150 meals 
for children in hundreds of bags, during service to students and 
parents Thursday morning. Each bag has breakfast and lunch for five 
days apiece, with items such as milk, juice, sandwich meat and 
cheese, and cereal. The next serving day is planned for Thursday, 
April 2, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Griffith. Schools will make 
an official announcement when the plan is finalized.  

D.WEATHER/COMMUNITY EVENTS:

January 29, 2020 – Warm weather fans, Valley fest with 
headliners Shenandoah

The promise of warm weather and clear skies, promise Now in its 
10th year, Valley Fest, Dunlap’s music and arts festival, has become 
known for bringing top recording artists to the stage. This year is no 
different, with Shenandoah headlining on Saturday, May 2. One 
difference this year, is all visitors to the festival are admitted free of 
charge. 

February 20, 2020 – Weather causes district tourney delays

All Thursday, February 20 District 7AA basketball games will be 
postponed until tomorrow night due to weather conditions. All games 
will be held at Sequatchie County High School.

The new schedule will be as follows:

Friday, February 21 – Boys Semifinals
6:00 p.m. Grundy County vs Bledsoe County
7:30 p.m. Sequatchie County vs Cumberland County

Saturday, February 22 – Girls Consolation and Finals
6:00 p.m. For 3rd Place Marion County vs Bledsoe County
7:30 p.m. For 1st Place Cumberland County vs Sequatchie County

Monday, February 24 – Boys Consolation and Finals
6:00 p.m. For 3rd Place
7:30 p.m. For 1st Place



March 4, 2020 – Spring is in the air; “springing” clocks forward

Residents are reminded to “set” the clocks one hour forward this 
weekend or be late to events on Sunday morning, such as church and
other festivities. Clocks will fall back in early November.

March 4, 2020 – Warmer weather; spring time festivites to 
include planting a community garden

Those who would enjoy planting their own fruits and vegetables, but 
may not have the room at their homes, now have the opportunity to 
plant a food plot through the SAGE program in Dunlap. SAGE, the 
Sequatchie Area Gardening Experience, is a service of the University 
of Tennessee Extension Office. 

March 31, 2020 – First case of COVID 19 hits county

A Sequatchie County resident has tested positive for COVID-19, 
according to Sequatchie County Executive Keith Cartwright and 
Dunlap Mayor Dwain Land. The case, the first known in the 
county, was confirmed on Tuesday morning, March 31. For more local 
COVID-19 updates, visit  Country Roads 93.3 facebook page, The 
River 104.9 facebook page, TheDunlap-Tribune.com, the 
Dunlap Tribune Facebook page.


