
Issues Programs List 

Quarterly issues programs list for WSDQ 

Oct 1 – DEC  31, 2018 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community this quarter: 

 

SECTION I Issues – The station has identified the following issues as significant 
issues facing our community in this quarter: 

 

A. CRIME/LOCAL/COUNTY EVENTS 

October 3 - Deputies seize 3 pounds of meth, arrest 3 people on Fredonia 

October 3 - Investigation busts counterfeiting operation in Dunlap 

October 5 - Jeep stolen from Victory recovered in Marion County 

November 5 - Local residents warned of phone scam that steals money 

November 16 - Georgia man injured in rolled over SUV on Cagle Mountain 

December 3 - Deputy arrested for DUI had road rage incident in Soddy 

December 3 - Two arrests: Underwood for theft, Powell for drugs 

 

B. LOCAL/COUNTY GOVERNMENT ISSUES 

October 15 - No hospital -- county ends negotiations with Erlanger Healthcare 

October 19 - The Dunlap City Commission began Thursday night's meeting with 

remembrances  

November 2- Mid-term early voting turnout up 130% in Sequatchie County 

November 2- Time changes back to daylight savings time 

November 6- Sequatchie voters help give Republicans Tennessee victory 

December 14 - One Dunlap business threatened in nationwide bomb scare 

December 20 - City commission appoints Bryan Harmon to fill vacancy 

 

 

C. LOCAL/COUNTY HOLIDAY EVENTS 

October 19 - Grounded Soul to host Christmas Market after parade, Dec. 1 

October 19 - Christmas Parade is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 1 



October 23 - Dunlap City Commission meets the third Thursday   

December 2- Stuff The Truck, Christmas For Kids 

December 13 - The annual Christmas for Kids celebration  

 

D. SCHOOL EVENTS 

October 3 - Sequatchie County schools implement new security measures 

October 15 - SCHS boasts 17% improvement on graduation rate 

November 2 - Dept. of Education: ACT scores up statewide, down locally 

November 5 - Layne protests transfer to school board at packed meeting 

December 9 - Sequatchie schools qualify for Read To Be Ready summer camp 

December 14 - BOE hears from wrestling team, which has outgrown facilities 

 

SECTION II RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

 
The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced 
issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below: 

 

A.  

Oct. 3, 2018 – Investigation of a stolen ATV led to the arrest of three people and the 
confiscation of 3 pounds of crystal meth at a residence on Fredonia Mountain Sunday, 
Sept. 30.Alexander L. Grindstaff and Jacqueline N. Grindstaff (siblings) and Jacob A. 
Davis, all of Dunlap, were arrested by the Sequatchie County Sheriff's Department on 
multiple charges and booked into the county jail.Deputies from the Sequatchie County 
Sheriff's Department went to the home at 686 Ski View Dr. Sunday night acting on a tip 
and found the stolen RZR parked in front of the residence, according to Detective 
Jason Harvey. 

October 3 - A joint police investigation led to a raid Tuesday, Oct. 2, that reportedly 

broke a counterfeit check ring operating out of a trailer park in Dunlap.The 
investigation ultimately involved the sheriff's departments of Bledsoe and Sequatchie 
County, the 12th Judicial District Drug Task Force (DTF), and the Dunlap Police 
Department (DPD), and began with a traffic stop in Bledsoe County.On Monday, Oct. 
1, the Bledsoe County Sheriff's Office (BCSO) made a traffic stop on US 127, and 
when a K-9 unit alerted on the vehicle, deputies searched and found 
methamphetamine and counterfeit documents in the car. 

October 5 -  A Jeep stolen from Victory Pre-Owned car lot in Dunlap Sept. 20 was 
recovered in Marion County Sept. 29, according to the Dunlap Police Department 
(DPD).According to Dunlap Police Chief Clint Huth, officers spotted the black Jeep 



traveling on a road near South Pittsburg and pulled it over, arresting the driver without 
incident. 

November 15 -  Local authorities are warning of a phone scam that is robbing people 
in the area of their hard-earned cash. Detective Jason Harvey  said they were 
targeting the older members of the community and were  calling and telling them they 
have family members incarcerated, or the IRS wants to talk to them about back taxes. 
They're asking people to go to Walmart, or Lowe's, or Home Depot and get a gift card, 
then call and give them the PIN number.The money is supposedly to settle the legal 
issue or post bond for the family member.Several residents of Sequatchie County have 
been conned. 

November 16 -  Late Thursday night the Dunlap Volunteer Fire Department (VFD) 
rescued a man from a wrecked SUV on TN 111 near the TN 8 split.Toned out at 9:43 
p.m., firefighters from Dunlap and Cagle fire departments arrived on the scene to find 
that the car, which had a Georgia license plate, had run though a fence and rolled 
over, coming to rest in an open field.The man, believed to be in his sixties, was 
transported to the hospital by Puckett EMS with unknown injuries. He was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. 

December 3 - A deputy with the Sequatchie County Sheriff's Department (SCSD) is on 

unpaid administrative leave after being arrested for driving under the influence (DUI) 
by the Dunlap Police Department (DPD) Saturday, Dec. 1.  And it turns out, he has 
been in trouble before in a different jurisdiction.Dep. Ryan Keith Patterson, 39, of 
Dunlap, was arrested just after midnight Saturday morning when a city officer on patrol 
found him asleep in a car with the engine running and the lights on. 

December 1 and 2 - The Sequatchie County Sheriff's Department (SCSD) made 
arrests over the weekend in two separate cases, charging Roxanna Powell, 25, of 
Whitwell, with possession of Schedule II and Sched. IV drugs, and Jacob Underwood, 
21, of Dunlap, with multiple charges including car theft.On Saturday, Dec. 1, at 9:40 
p.m., a deputy saw a car in the Mountain Valley Bank parking lot with the hood up. 
When he approached the occupants, their nervous behavior aroused his 
suspicion.According to Detective Jason Harvey, the officer obtained consent from the 
driver, Richard Cooley, and passenger, Roxanna Powell, to search the vehicle.While 
checking the female, a white pill fell out of her bra, followed by others as well as  small 
baggy of blue pills also was found.Powell was charged and booked into the 
Sequatchie County Jail, where she later bonded out. Her court date is set for Dec. 
7.Sunday, Dec. 2, at 4:56 a.m., a deputy on patrol spotted a white Jeep on Signal 
Mountain that matched the description of a stolen 2014 Jeep Limited four-door, Harvey 
said.The Jeep, which was traveling southbound on US 127, started to turn onto Hall 
Cemetery Road, but when officers turned on their lights, the driver stayed on US 127 
southbound and did not stop.Officers followed the Jeep into a residential area of 
Hamilton County, where the vehicle struck a guardrail, then went up a private drive into 
woods, where it struck a tree.Deputies arrested Jacob Underwood and transported 
him to the Sequatchie County Jail, where he was charged with felony evading, theft of 
property, vandalism, possession of drug paraphernalia, and open 



container.Underwood currently is being held without bond until his appearance in 
Sequatchie County General Sessions Court on Friday, Dec. 7. 

 

B.   

October 15 - Sequatchie County has been negotiating with Erlanger Health Systems 

for the better part of two years on a plan to build a regional hospital in Dunlap, but that 
plan is no more.County Executive and Board Chairman Keith Cartwright read a 
prepared statement at the quarterly meeting of the Sequatchie County Commission 
Monday evening, Oct. 15. “As promised during our meeting in September, we did 
receive from Erlanger a final written proposal in an effort to reach consensus and 
move forward with this project,” Cartwright said. “Unfortunately, based on the financial 
parameters under which Erlanger Health Systems are required to do business, and the 
commitment of Sequatchie County Commissioners to their taxpayers, friends, and 
residents, the numbers and financial risk of building and owning a 32 million-dollar 
critical access hospital are too far apart at this time.” 

October 19 - The Dunlap City Commission began Thursday night's meeting with 
remembrances and a moment of silence in honor of Vice-Mayor Jeff Johnson, who 
died unexpectedly Oct. 8, while at a local business, eating his birthday lunch with his 
father, Jan Johnson. Jeff was stung by a yellow jacket and immediately had a life 
threatening reaction. Valiant attempts using his own epi pen and despite help from 
others, Mr. Johnson succumbed to his reaction at a local hospital ER.“What a privilege 
it was to know him and to have him serve the community so many years,” Mayor Land 
said.“He was always looking out for the city,” City Recorder-Treasurer Norman Hatfield 
said.“Whenever there was a vote, Jeff thought of the future of the city, and not what his 
beliefs were,” Land added. “That's the way he approached everything. He always had 
that vision for Dunlap.”“You could disagree with him, and that was okay with him, 
because he didn't take it personally,” Hatfield said.The first order of business was to 
elect a new vice-mayor, and the board voted unanimously for Commissioner Judy 
Layne to succeed Johnson in that position. 

November 2 - Early voting closed Nov. 1, and a total of 2,783 voted in Sequatchie 
County in advance of the Nov. 6 General Election – over twice the number (1,161) who 
voted early in the last mid-term election in 2014.  

November 2 - Clocks will be set back one hour on Saturday night, because Daylight 

Saving Time ends at 2 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 3 

November 6 - Sequatchie County voters threw their support behind the Republicans 
in the Nov. 6 General Election, giving each of the GOP candidates over 70 percent of 
the vote in their respective races.With a 49.42 percent turnout, Republican Bill Lee 
won 75.19 percent of the vote for governor, leaving Democrat Karl Dean 23.69 
percent.Politico is projecting Bill Lee the winner of the race for governor of Tennessee, 
having garnered 67.2% of the vote with 19.3% of the precincts in.They also are 
projecting Republican wins in the other races. 

http://www.dunlapnews.com/article/?ID=1606
https://www.politico.com/election-results/2018/tennessee/governor/


 December 14 -On Thursday, Dec. 13, a nationwide extortion scheme was sent out by 
email to businesses and public entities across the United States, telling them a bomb 
had been placed in their facility and would be detonated if money were not paid to 
them via Bitcoin.A business in Dunlap was one of those targets of attack.Because he 
has been notified that the federal government is investigating, Dunlap Police Chief 
Clint Huth did not identify the local business, but he said it was a small office with only 
a handful of employees. Huth applauded their quick thinking in responding to the 
threat. 

 December 20 - The Dunlap City Commission appointed Bryan Harmon to fill the 
vacancy on the board left by the unexpected death of Vice-Mayor Jeff Johnson Oct. 8. 
Harmon was one of two nominees for the position, and will serve as interim 
commissioner until the city election May 4, 2019.  

C. 

October 19 - Grounded Soul Market has obtained tentative approval from the Dunlap 
City Commission to close a block of Cherry Street for a Christmas Market on Dec. 1, 
contingent upon their neighbors' consent.Tera McAlpin is the owner of Grounded Soul 
Market, which is located on the south corner of Rankin Avenue and Cherry Street. She 
was at the October meeting of the City Commission Thursday night to request 
approval to close off Cherry Street, after the annual Dunlap Christmas Parade, from 
Rankin Avenue to Walnut Street. 

October 19 - The Christmas Parade is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 1, at 4:30 p.m. 
CST. The Christmas Market would be from 4-9 p.m., with the road closed an hour 
before that to allow vendors to set up. 

October 23 - The Dunlap City Commission meets the third Thursday of each month at 
6 p. m. central time, in the upstairs commission chambers of City Hall. Meetings are 
open to the public. 

December 2 - Saturday, Dec. 8, is the day for Stuff the Truck, an annual collection of 
food and toys to provide a good Christmas for local families. But with rainy, cold 
weather in the forecast, event organizers are offering a drive-thru option for anyone 
wanting to contribute.Officers from the Sequatchie County Sheriff's Department, the 
Dunlap Police Department, and the Dunlap Fire Department will be at Walmart and 
Walgreen's. Also, with the possibility of bad weather, a third location for a drive-thru 
drop-off point in the old drive-thru convenience store located across from Dunlap City 
Hall. 

December 13 - The annual Christmas for Kids celebration is scheduled for Thursday, 
Dec. 13, at Harris Park, starting at 5 p.m. CST. There will be pictures with Santa, coats 
and gloves, food and drinks, and a drawing for gifts -- all free to children 10 years and 
younger. 

D. 

October 15 - The Sequatchie County School System is proud of an improved 

graduation rate, which rose from 77 percent in 2015 to 94 percent in 2018.Over the 

http://www.dunlapnews.com/article/?ID=1559


past few years, Tennessee has been raising expectations for both students and 
educators, and the state has seen significant gains as a resultSince 2015, Sequatchie 
County High School's graduation cohort rate has steadily improved.A “cohort” is the 
group of students entering the system as freshmen and achieving graduation four 
years later, minus any that transferred during that four years. The increase in 
graduating students at the local school system reflects an improvement of 17 percent, 
Talley explained.  Talley is the assistant director of schools for Sequatchie 
County.Among the services offered to students to help them reach that goal are: 
Freshman counseling, credit recovery, summer school, and after-school tutoring, 
Talley said. 

October 3 - Starting this week, all schools in the Sequatchie County system have a 
new check-in system called “Raptor.” Instead of signing their name to a check-in list 
and putting a little sticky ID badge on their shirt, visitors to the school will have to 
present a driver's license or other official identification, which is slipped into a small 
card reader for an automatic scan of the sex offender database on a laptop.If the 
visitor is on the database as a sexual offender, a red alert will flash up on the 
screen.School administrators may also manually flag a person. Someone who is a 
non-custodial parent, for example, will have a blue alert come up on the screen when 
his or her ID is scanned. 

November 2 - Local high school students scored higher on theACT(American College 
Testing) than the state average in 2017, but in 2018 dropped to below the state 
average.On Wednesday, Tennessee's Education Commissioner Candice 
McQueen released district ACT scores that showed a record-breaking state average 
composite score of 20.2, while local scores dropped from 20.6 (2017) to 19.7 (2018). 

November 5 -  A wall-to-wall crowd attended the Nov. 5 meeting of the Sequatchie 
County Board of Education (BOE), most of them in support of the demoted principal of 
Sequatchie County High School (SCHS).SCHS Principal Tommy Layne was 
transferred 10 days ago to Griffith Elementary School (GES), as a full-time/substitute 
teacher, for undisclosed reasons.Nearly 200 people attended the meeting Monday 
night at GES and listened as Layne expressed his grievances to the school board. 

December 9 - Tennessee Education Commissioner Candice McQueen announced 
last week the 218 public school recipients of the 2019 Read to be Ready Summer 
Grants, which will provide a total of $8,900,000 in funding for tuition-free, month-long 
literacy-focused summer camps for 8,910 students in need across the state.  

December 14 - The Sequatchie County High School (SCHS) wrestling team 
addressed the Board of Education (BOE) at their Dec. 3 meeting, asking for upgraded 
equipment, locker rooms, and a place to work out.Team members Will Keener and 
Paxton Albright explained that the wrestling program is growing by leaps and bounds. 
Last year, five of their team members qualified to compete at state, with three bringing 
home medals.But the local team has only a racquetball court as a location for working 
out and practicing.The team also lacks locker rooms and storage for equipment. 
Wrestlers have to dress in the restrooms. And their coaches are entirely volunteer, with 
Coach Chris Weaver coming down from where he works in Nashville every day for wrestling practice. 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/news/2018/10/31/tn-students-break-records-with-highest-ever-act-score-and-participation-rate.html


 


