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Montana Community Health Centers To Receive $24 Million From American Rescue Plan Community health centers in Montana will receive over $24 million in funds from the American Rescue Plan Act to use for COVID-19 vaccinations, testing and treatment.<br/>Jess Sheldahl Fri Mar 26 20:19:52 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-26/montana-community-health-centers-to-receive-24-million-from-american-rescue-plan1:24
Montana Lawmakers Consider Changes To Lethal Injection Drugs The death penalty, while legal in Montana, hasn’t been used in over a decade. A bill in the legislature would expand the definition of drugs that could be used in executions and make it possible to move forward with the executions of the two men sentenced to death in Montana.Jess Sheldahl  Nicky OuelletMon Mar 22 21:05:10 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-22/montana-lawmakers-consider-changes-to-lethal-injection-drugs6:59
Montana Department of Corrections Invests $3 Million for Tech Upgrades The Montana Department of Corrections announced Monday it’s upgrading technology at its facilities using funds from its annual budget and COVID relief money.Jess Sheldahl Tue Feb 23 20:55:37 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-23/montana-department-of-corrections-invests-3-million-for-tech-upgrades1:35
New Fund to Support Indigenous Families Searching for Missing Loved Ones A new grant fund to provide aid to Indigenous families conducting searches for missing loved ones launched Wednesday. The Montana Community Foundation established the first of its kind program.Jess Sheldahl Wed Feb 10 20:47:42 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-10/new-fund-to-support-indigenous-families-searching-for-missing-loved-ones2:12
Wyoming Youth Home Closure Will Affect Montana Kids A therapeutic youth home in Sheridan, Wyoming is closing its doors this spring after multiple states have dropped contracts with its parent company nationwide due to reports of violence, abuse and a death at another facility. When Normative Services Inc. Academy closes in March, nearly 50 kids from Montana will need to be transferred elsewhere.Jess Sheldahl  Tennessee WatsonTue Feb 02 13:02:10 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-02-02/wyoming-youth-home-closure-will-affect-montana-kids14:04
Supreme Court To Hear Case With Implications For Policing In Indian Country The U.S. Supreme Court is hearing a case involving Crow Nation Monday morning that holds implications for policing in tribal nations across Montana and the country. The case before the Supreme Court focuses on a night in 2016 where a Bureau of Indian Affairs police officer was patrolling the state highway near Crow Agency. He saw a car pulled over to the side of the road.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Mon Mar 22 21:37:47 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2021-03-22/supreme-court-to-hear-case-with-implications-for-policing-in-indian-country5:17
Tribes Report Highest Vaccination Rates in Montana Following Gov. Greg Gianforte’s announcement that all Montanans will be eligible for COVID-19 vaccines on Apr. 1, YPR News’ Kaitlyn Nicholas looked into how vaccine rollout is going in tribal nations across Montana, where the vaccine is already available to everyone.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Sun Mar 21 22:25:49 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2021-03-21/tribes-report-highest-vaccination-rates-in-montana2:12
Snowbird Fund Doubles, Awards First Grant After launching a fund to assist families of missing persons in gathering evidence, Snowbird Fund committee members say public interest in the project has allowed them to double their $50,000 grant fund in just three weeks.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Mar 18 08:17:27 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2021-03-18/snowbird-fund-doubles-awards-first-grant1:09
Tester Votes Yes, Daines No On Haaland Confirmation Montana U.S. Senators split their votes Monday along a largely party-line vote to confirm Pres. Joe Biden’s nominee to lead the Department of the Interior.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Mon Mar 15 21:10:00 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-15/tester-votes-yes-daines-no-on-haaland-confirmation:52
Haaland's Nomination Up For Debate After Daines' Places hold Montana Sen. Steve Daines and Wyoming Sen. Cynthia Lummis, both Republicans, placed holds Tuesday on Rep. Deb Haaland’s nomination as Secretary of the Interior.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Wed Mar 10 21:44:28 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-10/haalands-nomination-up-for-debate-after-daines-places-hold1:14
Bison Management Bills Draw Criticism From Montana Tribes Montana’s legislature is considering four bison-related bills this session. The two bills that would have helped tribal nations expand bison herds were voted down, while tribal leaders say the surviving bills could harm long-standing bison management on reservations.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Wed Mar 10 21:35:18 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-10/bison-management-bills-draw-criticism-from-montana-tribes4:28
Senate Committee Advances Haaland For Interior Secretary, Daines Votes Against Montana Sen. Steve Daines followed through on his promise to vote against Rep. Deb Haaland’s nomination as Secretary of the Interior today but the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources advanced her nomination despite GOP opposition.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Mar 04 20:03:13 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-04/senate-committee-advances-haaland-for-interior-secretary-daines-votes-against1:07
Lawmakers Hear Montana Native American Voting Rights Act Montana lawmakers heard passionate testimony Friday on a bill seeking to increase Native American voting rights and access to the polls.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Sun Feb 28 21:59:37 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-28/lawmakers-hear-montana-native-american-voting-rights-act2:06
Gianforte Gives COVID-19 Vaccine Update Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte announced in a press conference Thursday that some pharmacies in the state have started receiving doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to administer to eligible people.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Fri Feb 26 01:41:51 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-25/gianforte-gives-covid-19-vaccine-update:58
Tester To Confirm Haaland, Daines To Block Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Feb 25 00:51:06 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-24/tester-to-confirm-haaland-daines-to-block2:06
Indigenous Leaders Back Haaland For Interior Secretary; Daines To Oppose The U.S. Senate will consider Rep. Deb Haaland as the next U.S. Secretary of the Interior Tuesday morning. Montana’s Sen. Steve Daines and Rep. Matt Rosendale oppose the New Mexican Congresswoman’s confirmation. But many Native American leaders and representatives are eager for Haaland’s confirmation.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Mon Feb 22 21:53:52 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-22/indigenous-leaders-back-haaland-for-interior-secretary-daines-to-oppose4:32
Montana Senate Consider Indigenous Peoples' Day Proposals Montana lawmakers Wednesday heard two bills seeking to establish Indigenous People’s Day in October.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Feb 11 01:33:38 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-10/montana-senate-consider-indigenous-peoples-day-proposals1:09
Bill Would Allow Non-Tribal Members To Hunt On Private Lands On Reservations Montana lawmakers heard impassioned testimony this week on a bill that would allow non-tribal members to hunt on privately owned lands within Native American reservations.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Feb 11 01:14:29 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-10/bill-would-allow-non-tribal-members-to-hunt-on-private-lands-on-reservations2:42
The Session Week 6: Tax Cuts, 'Right To Work' and An End To Same Day Voter Registration As of mid-day Friday, 594 bills had <a  href="http://laws.leg.mt.gov/reports/rwservlet?legprdext&amp;report=LAW0560R.rdf&amp;p_session_id=20211&amp;paramform=no" style="text-decoration:none;">been introduced</a> and Gov. Greg Gianforte had signed one bill into law. This week, we’re watching bills that would cut taxes, implement “right to work” policies and end same-day voter registration in Montana.Kaitlyn  Nicholas  Shaylee Ragar https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-08/the-session-week-6-tax-cuts-right-to-work-and-an-end-to-same-day-voter-registration10:05
House Republicans Revive Bill To End Same Day Voter Registration A bill that would eliminate same day voter registration in Montana was revived Tuesday on a largely party line vote. The bill now moves to the House floor.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Wed Feb 03 12:59:42 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-03/house-republicans-revive-bill-to-end-same-day-voter-registration2:10
Counties Create Priority Tiers, Lists For Who Gets COVID-19 Vaccine Next Montana counties are taking varied approaches about who in the current COVID-19 vaccine distribution Phase 1B should receive the very limited number of doses each week.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Mon Feb 01 15:27:02 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-01/counties-create-priority-tiers-lists-for-who-gets-covid-19-vaccine-next4:54
Montana’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allotment Increasing, Remains Limited Gov. Greg Gianforte says Montana is seeing a trend of lower hospitalizations and new COVID-19 cases but is not getting enough vaccine from the federal level.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Fri Jan 29 15:39:16 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-01/montanas-covid-19-vaccine-allotment-increasing-remains-limited1:46
Montanans React to Governor’s COVID-19 Vaccine Plan Revisions A recent revision to Montana’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan means frontline workers, who expected to receive the limited doses of the shot in the next several weeks, now face at least several more months of wait-time, while elders and people with underlying health conditions could be immunized before April.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Tue Jan 26 20:50:13 EST 2021 https://www.mtpr.org/post/montanans-react-governor-s-covid-19-vaccine-plan-revisions4:58
Montana VA Leading Pilot Program For Rural Vaccine Delivery The Montana Veterans Affairs Health Care system is leading a national pilot program to bring the COVID-19 vaccine to rural veterans.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Jan 21 20:07:00 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-21/montana-va-leading-pilot-program-for-rural-vaccine-delivery2:09
A Symbol Of Unity, Recovery Rises Near Billings The evening before President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration, a collective of Indigenous organizations erected a teepee near Sacrifice Cliffs in Billings.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Wed Jan 20 12:01:29 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2021-01-20/a-symbol-of-unity-recovery-rises-near-billings3:09
Gianforte's New COVID-19 Directives Swap Mandates For Personal Responsibility Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte in a press conference Wednesday signaled his decision to remove and revise COVID-19 business restrictions put in place by his predecessor.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Jan 14 01:33:16 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-13/gianfortes-new-covid-19-directives-swap-mandates-for-personal-responsibility1:05
Governor Says 11 Counties Moving To Next Phase Of COVID-19 Vaccine Plan Gov. Greg Gianforte announced Wednesday that 11 counties will be ready to move into Phase 1B of Montana’s vaccination plan next week. This phase...Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.mtpr.org/post/governor-says-11-counties-moving-next-phase-covid-19-vaccine-planThu Jan 14 00:46:23 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-13/governor-says-11-counties-moving-to-next-phase-of-covid-19-vaccine-plan1:04
COVID-19 Boosters Underway, Timing Of Next Phase Depends On Supply As new COVID-19 cases begin to rise again in the state, Montana’s large counties say the COVID vaccine will not be available to those in Phase 1B for at least the next few weeks due to uncertain vaccine supply.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Mon Jan 11 00:39:42 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-10/covid-19-boosters-underway-timing-of-next-phase-depends-on-supply1:49
Yellowstone County Rescinds All Local COVID-19 Health Orders As several Montana counties issue more restrictive health mandates to stem the spread of the coronavirus, Yellowstone County — with the highest number of active COVID-19 cases in the state — is rescinding all local health orders.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Thu Jan 07 22:28:24 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-07/yellowstone-county-rescinds-all-local-covid-19-health-orders1:44
Montana Health Department Details Revised Eligibility For Next Phase Of COVID-19 Vaccinations The Montana health department Wednesday clarified who will be eligible next for the COVID-19 vaccine under the state’s revised distribution plan.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Wed Jan 06 21:49:38 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-06/montana-health-department-details-revised-eligibility-for-next-phase-of-covid-19-vaccinations1:31
Gianforte's Revised COVID-19 Vaccination Plan Diverges From CDC Guidance The same day Montana surpassed one thousand deaths due to the coronavirus, Governor Greg Gianforte announced revisions to the state’s vaccination plan.Kaitlyn  Nicholas Tue Jan 05 22:01:40 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-05/gianfortes-revised-covid-19-vaccination-plan-diverges-from-cdc-guidance1:53
Prescribed Burns Planned For Eastern Montana The Bureau of Land Management has planned several prescribed burns around Montana this spring as part of its efforts to protect natural resources and communities in the event of a wildfire.Kay Erickson Wed Mar 17 20:45:11 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/wildfires/2021-03-17/prescribed-burns-planned-for-eastern-montana2:04
Wyoming Relaxes Health Orders, Face Coverings Still Required Gov. Mark Gordon announced Thursday that these new orders will take effect on Monday, March 1.Kay Erickson Thu Feb 25 22:58:43 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-25/wyoming-relaxes-health-orders-face-coverings-still-required56
Fire Season Comes Early In Eastern Montana Wildfire managers in Eastern Montana say fire season got an early start this year, with more than a dozen burns in the area.Kay Erickson Fri Feb 19 18:56:53 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/wildfires/2021-02-19/fire-season-comes-early-in-eastern-montana1:52
Avalanche Warning Issued For Bridger, Northern Gallatin And Northern Madison Ranges The Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center has issued a backcountry avalanche warning for the Bridger, Northern Gallatin and Northern Madison ranges. The center warns that the avalanche danger is rated high on all slopes and avalanche terrain and avalanche runout zones should be avoided.Kay Erickson Wed Feb 17 21:14:29 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-17/avalanche-warning-issued-for-bridger-northern-gallatin-and-northern-madison-ranges46
 Avalanche Warnings Issued For Flathead, Greater Gallatin Areas Heavy snowfall combined with wind has prompted several avalanche warnings around Montana.Kay Erickson Fri Feb 05 19:54:45 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-05/avalanche-warnings-issued-for-flathead-greater-gallatin-areas:47
Romance Takes To The Airwaves With Singing Telegrams With venues closed to limit crowd sizes, the pandemic has been hard on the performing arts in Montana. But performers are finding creative ways to reach their audiences.Kay Erickson Thu Feb 04 22:51:11 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/arts-culture/2021-02-04/romance-takes-to-the-airwaves-with-singing-telegrams2:27
Daines Appointed To Banking, Tester Chairs Veterans Affairs In New Congress Committees The U.S. Senate has made its committee assignments for the 117th Congress.Kay Erickson Thu Feb 04 22:30:21 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-04/daines-appointed-to-banking-tester-chairs-veterans-affairs-in-new-congress-committees1:08
COVID Cancels Men's Brawl Of The Wild; Women's Series Still On An anticipated two game men's basketball series between Montana State University and University of Montana has been cancelled because of COVID-19.Kay Erickson Wed Jan 27 21:37:33 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-27/covid-cancels-mens-brawl-of-the-wild-womens-series-still-on43
Montana Universities To Offer Asymptomatic COVID-19 Tests For Residential Students Spring semester begins this week for students in the Montana University System. Asymptomatic students living in campus residential halls will be able to be tested for COVID-19.Kay Erickson Mon Jan 11 00:28:12 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-01-10/montana-universities-to-offer-asymptomatic-covid-19-tests-for-residential-students2:12
Gianforte Taps Gallatin County Sheriff To Direct Corrections Department Montana Governor Greg Gianforte on Monday announced he’s tapped Gallatin County Sheriff Brian Gootkin to lead the Montana Department of Corrections.Kay Erickson Wed Jan 06 22:03:41 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-06/gianforte-taps-gallatin-county-sheriff-to-direct-corrections-department1:35
Montana Requires Further Cleanup At Former Butte Pole Plant The state of Montana is adding extra cleanup measures at a former wood treatment plant turned Superfund site in Butte.Kayla Desroches Tue Mar 30 20:55:40 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-30/montana-requires-further-cleanup-at-former-butte-pole-plant:58
Defense For Montana Man Charged In Capitol Breach Says Trump “Duped” Him One of two Montana brothers arrested for participating in the January storming of the U.S. Capitol says former Pres. Donald Trump misled him.Kayla Desroches Sat Mar 27 00:01:06 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-26/defense-for-montana-man-charged-in-capitol-breach-says-trump-duped-him1:28
Interior Department Holds Stakeholder Forum On Federal Oil And Gas Program Review The Biden Administration continues its review of the federal oil and gas lease program during a freeze on new lease sales that recently drew protest from Montana political leadership.Kayla Desroches Fri Mar 26 20:26:17 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-26/interior-department-holds-stakeholder-forum-on-federal-oil-and-gas-program-review3:20
Yellowstone National Park Raise Angler, Boating Permit Fees Yellowstone National Park is increasing the cost of its fishing and boating permits for the first time in years to fund its aquatic invasive species program.Kayla Desroches Thu Mar 25 20:37:32 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-25/yellowstone-national-park-raise-angler-boating-permit-fees:53
Montana, Wyoming Challenge Oil And Gas Leasing Freeze Montana and Wyoming are each taking the Biden Administration to court over its decision to pause new federal oil and gas lease sales. The two separate lawsuits have similar goals.Kayla Desroches Wed Mar 24 23:08:52 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-24/montana-wyoming-challenge-oil-and-gas-leasing-freeze1:21
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Rabid Skunk Confirmed In Yellowstone County Some pets in Yellowstone County are being put on a 60 day quarantine after the state of Montana Tuesday confirmed a skunk tested positive for rabies.Kayla Desroches Thu Mar 18 22:18:11 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-18/rabid-skunk-confirmed-in-yellowstone-county1:24
Home Heating Costs May Rise After Below Zero Temperatures in February February’s frigid temperatures may mean higher bills for Montanans who use natural gas to heat their home or business.Kayla Desroches Thu Mar 18 21:15:26 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-03-18/home-heating-costs-may-rise-after-below-zero-temperatures-in-february1:17
Montana, 20 Other States Seek To Overturn Keystone XL Canceled Permit Montana’s attorney general is joining 20 other state attorneys general in suing to reverse Pres. Joe Biden’s decision to cancel a permit vital to building the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline.Kayla Desroches Thu Mar 18 08:30:45 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-18/montana-20-other-states-seek-to-overturn-keystone-xl-canceled-permit:59
Public Schools To Receive COVID-19 Relief Dollars Montana public schools will receive millions of dollars in relief funds for reopening and recovery efforts as part of the most recent COVID-19 relief package.Kayla Desroches Fri Mar 12 20:28:14 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-12/public-schools-to-receive-covid-19-relief-dollars:58
Montana Legislators Look At New Renewable Energy Technologies, Carbon Bills Montana lawmakers are considering changes to what qualifies as renewable energy and to what extent the state or local governments can require energy users to limit their carbon footprint.Kayla Desroches Fri Mar 12 15:27:41 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-12/montana-legislators-look-at-new-renewable-energy-technologies-carbon-bills5:34
Nearly 20,000 Fully Immunized Against COVID-19 In Yellowstone County Yellowstone County’s health officer says vaccine rollout is progressing in the state’s most populous region.Kayla Desroches Fri Mar 12 14:25:28 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-12/nearly-20-000-fully-immunized-against-covid-19-in-yellowstone-county1:31
Educators and Childcare Workers Are Now Able to Recieve COVID-19 Vaccine Montana school staff can now schedule with select pharmacies to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.Kayla Desroches Fri Mar 05 14:02:34 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-05/educators-and-childcare-workers-are-now-able-to-recieve-covid-19-vaccine1:39
Application Period Open For Colstrip Community Transition Funds The first application period for $10 million in transition funds is now open for workers and communities affected by last year’s closures at two of the Colstrip power plant’s four units.Kayla Desroches Wed Mar 03 20:48:32 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-03-03/application-period-open-for-colstrip-community-transition-funds1:11
Montana House Committee Considers Renewable Energy Law Changes, Repeal Montana lawmakers are proposing to transform the state’s renewable energy law either by extending what kind of resource qualifies as renewable or by eliminating the law entirely.Kayla Desroches Fri Feb 26 01:01:21 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-25/montana-house-committee-considers-renewable-energy-law-changes-repeal2:18
Electric Utility Regulators Modify Contract Terms For Small Energy Producers Montana energy regulators Tuesday set contract terms for what NorthWestern Energy pays small generation facilities, like wind and solar, for the energy they produce.Kayla Desroches Thu Feb 25 14:55:01 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-02-25/electric-utility-regulators-modify-contract-terms-for-small-energy-producers1:59
Residents In Keystone XL's Path Detail Losses From Canceled Project Business owners and community members in northeastern Montana say they were looking forward to the added tax dollars and customer base the Keystone XL pipeline would have brought into the area before President Joe Biden cancelled a vital permit for the development.Kayla Desroches Mon Feb 22 22:32:33 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-02-22/residents-in-keystone-xls-path-detail-losses-from-canceled-project4:36
Regulators Back Bill To End Community Owned Renewable Energy Requirements Electric utility regulators in Montana are backing a bill that would do away with a code they say is unnecessarily restrictive in requiring electric utilities to draw energy from small, community owned renewables like wind or solar.Kayla Desroches Fri Feb 19 18:43:46 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-23/regulators-back-bill-to-end-community-owned-renewable-energy-requirements2:28
March Oil And Gas Leasing Sale Postponed In Wake Of Leasing Pause Federal officials are postponing Montana’s March oil and gas lease sale, a few weeks after the Biden Administration pushed pause on new leasing to review current policy.Kayla Desroches Fri Feb 19 11:25:56 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-02-19/march-oil-and-gas-leasing-sale-postponed-in-wake-of-leasing-pause3:35
Yellowstone County Providers To Set Up Centralized Vaccination Site Starting Tuesday, Billings Clinic, St. Vincent Healthcare and RiverStone Health will staff Cedar Hall on the MetraPark fairgrounds, where they’ll administer first doses to residents in the Phase 1B category three days a week by appointment only.Kayla Desroches Sun Feb 14 11:02:20 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-14/billings-providers-to-set-up-centralized-vaccination-site1:37
Montana Accepting Comment On Proposal To Reprocess Gold Mining Waste The owner of an inactive gold mine east of Butte is proposing to excavate and reprocess mining waste in a project that would extend the mine’s life by up to 12 years. The state is accepting comments on the proposal.Kayla Desroches Wed Feb 10 21:10:21 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-10/montana-accepting-comment-on-proposal-to-reprocess-gold-mining-waste:59
Attorneys General Seek Reconsideration Of Pipeline Permit Cancellation Fourteen Republican attorneys general, including Montana’s, are protesting Pres. Joe Biden’s decision to cancel a border crossing permit vital to construction of the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline.Kayla Desroches Tue Feb 09 21:11:38 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-09/attorneys-general-seek-reconsideration-of-pipeline-permit-cancellation1:17
House Committee Considers Removing Voter Approval Requirement For Proposed Nuclear Power ProjectsA bill before the Montana legislature would repeal a law that requires a majority of voters to approve proposed nuclear power facilities.Kayla Desroches Tue Feb 09 19:14:22 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-09/house-committee-considers-removing-voter-approval-requirement-for-proposed-nuclear-power-projects1:39
Tribal Challenge To Keystone XL On Pause Following Canceled Permit A lawsuit challenging a border crossing permit for the Keystone XL pipeline is on hold after Pres. Joe Biden canceled the permit last month.Kayla Desroches Thu Feb 04 20:57:11 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-04/tribal-challenge-to-keystone-xl-pipeline-border-crossing-permit-on-pause-following-bidens-cancellation:56
Proposed Bill Would Appoint Fewer Utility Regulators, Currently Elected Positions A Montana Senate Committee on Tuesday heard a bill that would change how Montana chooses regulators who set rates for electric and other utilities.Kayla Desroches Wed Feb 03 12:41:23 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-03/proposed-bill-would-appoint-fewer-utility-regulators-currently-elected-positions1:44
Eastern Montana County Reevaluates Finances Following Coal Upheavals Another round of coal mine layoffs is scheduled to take effect Monday in southeast Montana, the part of the state most dependent on coal revenue.Kayla Desroches Tue Feb 02 21:09:34 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-02-02/eastern-montana-county-reevaluates-finances-following-coal-upheavals3:05
Two Montana Brothers Linked To U.S. Capitol Breach To Be Transferred to D.C. Two Montana brothers allegedly among the first ten rioters to breach the U.S. capitol building last month were arrested Monday and will be transported to D.C, where they’ll face federal charges.Kayla Desroches Tue Feb 02 21:08:45 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-02/two-montana-brothers-linked-to-u-s-capitol-breach-to-be-transferred-to-d-c1:15
Resolution Proposes To Study Use Of Nuclear Power At Colstrip Power Plant A proposed investigation into transitioning Montana’s Colstrip coal-fired power plant from coal to nuclear power drew widespread support Thursday at a Senate committee hearing.<br/>Kayla Desroches Thu Jan 28 20:09:39 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-01-29/resolution-proposes-to-study-use-of-nuclear-power-at-colstrip-power-plant1:57
Biden Cancels Keystone XL Border Crossing Permit President Joe Biden followed through on a campaign promise on his first day in office and cancelled a permit required to build the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline.Kayla Desroches Wed Jan 20 21:29:17 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-01-20/biden-cancels-kxl-permit1:05
Biden Poised To Cancel Keystone XL Permit Indigenous rights and environmental advocates are celebrating reports from Canadian and American news outlets that President-elect Joe Biden may cancel a crucial border crossing permit for the Keystone XL pipeline on his first day in office. Nearby county commissioners and Republican members of Montana’s congressional delegation are asking Biden to reconsider.Kayla Desroches Wed Jan 20 12:57:22 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-01-20/biden-poised-to-cancel-keystone-xl-permit2:04
Montana Keeps Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine Rules Montana is adopting emergency measures to keep tree-killing invasive beetles away from state greenery after the federal government lifted national quarantine regulations Thursday.Kayla Desroches Fri Jan 15 21:33:08 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-01-15/montana-keeps-emerald-ash-borer-quarantine-rules1:30
Environmental Groups Challenge BLM Oil And Gas Leases Environmental groups last year won a case that overturned oil and gas lease sales in Montana from 2017 and 2018. Now they’re following up with a lawsuit against sales from 2019 and 2020.Kayla Desroches Thu Jan 14 21:36:56 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-01-14/environmental-groups-challenge-blm-oil-and-gas-leases2:26
Keystone XL Water Crossing Certification On Hold Pending Appeal A vital water crossing certification for the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline is in limbo after environmental groups challenged Montana’s recent issuance of a water quality certification. The state’s decision and an appeal comes during a transition in state and federal administrations.Kayla Desroches Thu Jan 14 21:36:00 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-01-14/keystone-xl-water-crossing-certification-on-hold-pending-appeal4:43
Rosendale Opposes Trump's Removal From Office Montana’s sole U.S. Representative restated his opposition to removing President Donald Trump from office after House Democrats tried to pass a resolution calling on Vice President Mike Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment.Kayla Desroches Mon Jan 11 21:28:23 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-11/rosesndale-opposes-trumps-removal-from-office1:22
Montana Rep. Rosendale Denounces Potential Impeachment Attempts With less than two weeks left in the Trump Administration, Montana Republican Representative Matt Rosendale says that he won’t support cutting it short.Kayla Desroches Sun Jan 10 21:51:49 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-10/montana-rep-rosendale-denounces-potential-impeachment-attempts:57
Advocacy Groups Appeal Keystone XL Water Quality Certification Environmental groups are calling for the state of Montana to reconsider a water quality certification that allows the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline to cross more than 200 protected water bodies in the eastern part of the state.Kayla Desroches Tue Jan 05 20:59:32 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2021-01-05/advocacy-groups-appeal-keystone-xl-water-quality-certification1:23
Montana Utility Regulator Files Claim Against PSC, Colleagues Bozeman Commissioner Roger Koopman last week filed the notice with the Department of Administration on behalf of himself and his family, citing targeted, malicious behavior by the PSC and several of its elected officials and state employees.Kayla Desroches Mon Jan 04 19:28:15 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-04/montana-utility-regulator-files-claim-against-psc-colleagues1:00
Montana Grants Keystone XL Pipeline Water Crossing Permit With Conditions The Montana Department of Environmental Quality gave the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline the go ahead to cross water bodies in eastern Montana before the agency could fully review over 650 public comments.Kayla Desroches Mon Jan 04 18:58:59 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-01-04/montana-grants-keystone-xl-pipeline-water-crossing-permit-with-conditions1:16
Montana Lawmakers Hear Testimony On Third Recreational Marijuana Policy Proposal More than 30 people testified during a marathon hearing over one of three bills Montana lawmakers are workshopping to stand up the state’s forthcoming recreational marijuana program.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Apr 01 00:17:59 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-04-01/montana-lawmakers-hear-testimony-on-third-recreational-marijuana-policy-proposal
Lessons From Medical Marijuana Help Shape Montana Recreational Program It took more than a decade interspersed with multiple ballot initiatives and courtroom debates to set Montana’s policy for regulating medical marijuana. State lawmakers are now seeking to avoid those past pitfalls as they face the challenge of regulating the state’s fledgling recreational marijuana industry.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Mar 31 12:50:38 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-04-01/montana-lawmakers-hear-testimony-on-third-recreational-marijuana-policy-proposal1:16
Montana House Moves Forward Spending Plan For Coronavirus Relief The Montana House Tuesday endorsed a state spending plan for $2 billion in federal coronavirus aid.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Mar 30 20:54:13 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-30/montana-house-moves-forward-spending-plan-for-coronavirus-relief1:20
Montana Democrats plan Rural Listening Tour To Make Up Lost Ground Montana Democrats met over the weekend in an annual fundraiser and said the party is planning a rural listening tour this year after it took major losses in the last election.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Mar 29 21:49:13 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-29/montana-democrats-plan-rural-listening-tour-to-make-up-lost-ground:58
Montana Lawmakers Advance Coronavirus Relief Bills With Grant Funding Restrictions Montana lawmakers have advanced a first draft spending plan for more than $2 billion coming to the state from the latest federal stimulus package. Republicans are seeking to limit funding to cities and counties with some public health restrictions, like mask mandates, in place.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Mar 29 20:52:57 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-29/montana-lawmakers-advance-coronavirus-relief-bills-with-grant-funding-restrictions1:59
The Session Week 13: Judges, Elections And Recreational Marijuana This week we’re watching the legal marijuana bill take shape, lawmakers consider the former governor’s district court judge nominees, and proposals to change elections in the state.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Mar 29 08:00:50 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-29/the-session-week-13-judges-elections-and-recreational-marijuana11:28
Key Gianforte Tax Cut Policy Fails In The House A key policy in Gov. Greg Gianforte’s plan for tax cuts in Montana narrowly failed in the House on Thursday.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.mtpr.org/post/key-gianforte-tax-cut-policy-fails-houseThu Mar 25 21:08:21 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-28/key-gianforte-tax-cut-policy-fails-in-the-house1:34
Capital Gains Tax Bill Fails In Montana State, Reconsideration Likely A key policy in Governor Greg Gianforte’s plan for tax cuts in Montana narrowly failed in the House Thursday.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Mar 25 20:37:50 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-25/capitol-gains-tax-bill-fails-in-montana-state-reconsideration-likely1:29
Lawmakers Hear Bills Aimed At Restraining Government Powers During Health Emergencies Montana lawmakers Monday heard public testimony on a pair of bills that would curb the power of governments during health emergencies.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Mar 23 21:17:36 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-23/lawmakers-hear-bills-aimed-at-restraining-government-powers-during-health-emergencies1:42
Montana Lawmakers Consider Education Spending From Latest Federal Stimulus Montana lawmakers Tuesday began to debate how to spend the state’s $3 billion share of the latest federal coronavirus stimulus package.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Mar 23 20:23:41 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-24/montana-lawmakers-consider-education-spending-from-latest-federal-stimulus1:08
The Session Week 12: Budget In The House, Windfall Of Federal Cash, Rules For Marijuana This week we’re watching the state budgets, recreational marijuana and bills that would carry impacts for LGBTQ people.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMarch 22, 2021  https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-22/the-session-week-12-budget-in-the-house-windfall-of-federal-cash-rules-for-marijuana11:52
Lawmakers Consider How To Spend Federal COVID-19 Relief Money Montana lawmakers Friday arrived at a starting point to decide how to spend roughly $3 billion in federal coronavirus relief.Kevin Trevellyan Sun Mar 21 22:18:45 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-21/lawmakers-consider-how-to-spend-federal-covid-19-relief-money1:58
House Supports Bill To Increase Signature Requirements For Voter Initiatives The Montana House Thursday offered support to a pair of bills that would make it harder for citizens to petition for ballot initiatives. The proposals still have to clear major legislative hurdles.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Mar 18 21:07:15 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-18/house-offers-support-bill-to-lower-ballot-initiatives-for-citizens1:54
New Montana Law Allowing Judicial Appointments Challenged A bipartisan group is petitioning the Montana Supreme Court to declare unconstitutional a bill allowing the governor to directly appoint district court judges and state Supreme Court justices during vacancies.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Mar 18 08:10:47 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-18/new-montana-law-allowing-judicial-appointments-challenged:59
Lawmakers Advance Bills Addressing Missing And Murdered Indigenous People Three bills intended to address the missing and murdered Indigenous person crisis cleared another step in the Montana Legislature Wednesday.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Mar 17 21:12:10 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-17/lawmakers-advance-bills-addressing-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people1:51



Bill To Offer Tax Relief For Broadband Infrastructure Moves Forward In Montana House A bill that would provide tax relief to telecommunications companies that install broadband infrastructure in Montana is one step closer to being signed into law.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Mar 16 19:39:30 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-16/bill-to-offer-tax-relief-for-broadband-infrastructure-moves-forward-in-montana-house1:33
Montana Lawmakers Begin Allocating Federal COVID Relief Money With limited information, Montana lawmakers are beginning to sort out how to spend nearly $1 billion in state funds from the federal coronavirus relief package signed into law last week. Kevin Trevellyan Mon Mar 15 21:21:34 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-15/montana-lawmakers-begin-allocating-federal-covid-relief-money1:14
Montana Senate Moves Forward Bill To Ban Sanctuary Cities The Montana Senate Monday offered its support to a controversial bill that would ban sanctuary cities in the state.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Mar 15 21:15:55 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-15/montana-senate-moves-forward-bill-to-ban-sanctuary-cities1:24
The Session Week 11: State Budget Takes Shape and Marijuana Regulation Coming Soon This week we’re starting to see the state budget take shape; recreational marijuana regulations are coming soon; and Democrats try again with tax changes as Republican plans move forward.<br/>Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Mar 15 07:47:49 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-15/the-session-week-11-state-budget-takes-shape-and-marijuana-regulation-coming-soon13:24
Montana House Forwards Study Bill For Regulations Suspended During Pandemic The Montana House Thursday offered its support to a bill that would create a commission to study whether to permanently revoke regulations suspended during the coronavirus pandemic.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Mar 12 14:16:28 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-12/montana-house-forwards-study-bill-for-regulations-suspended-during-pandemic:58
Bill Would Fund Private Special Needs Education With Public Dollars The Montana House Thursday advanced a bill that would let special needs students attend private schools using public education dollars. Kevin Trevellyan Fri Mar 12 12:08:52 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-12/bill-would-fund-private-special-needs-education-with-public-dollars2:03
Montana Legislative Session Carries Echoes Of The Last Time GOP Held Power This week, Montana lawmakers gaveled into the second half of the legislative session. Republicans are advancing major conservative priorities, including a tax cut package. It harkens back to the last time the GOP controlled both the Legislature and governor’s office.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Mar 10 21:34:25 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-10/montana-legislative-session-carries-echoes-of-the-last-time-gop-held-power9:14
Bills Would Raise Signature Counts Needed To Bring Ballot Initiatives, Constitutional Amendments Montana lawmakers today heard testimony on two bills that would make it more difficult for citizens to petition for a ballot initiative or state constitutional amendment.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Mar 10 21:27:29 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-10/bills-would-raise-signature-counts-needed-to-bring-ballot-initiatives-constitutional-amendments2:07
At Session Halftime, GOP, Gianforte Largely In Step Halfway through Montana’s 67th legislative session, Republican lawmakers have worked in concert to pass legislative priorities to send to the desk of the state’s first GOP governor in nearly two decades. But disagreements have emerged over how to pass a balanced budget and how to pay for new substance abuse prevention programs.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarThu Mar 04 21:19:03 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-04/at-session-halftime-gop-gianforte-largely-in-step5:01
Watercraft Inspections For Invasive Mussels Opening Soon With warmer weather and the Spring Mack Days fishing tournament approaching, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is resuming watercraft inspections for invasive mussels.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Mar 04 19:57:55 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-04/watercraft-inspections-for-invasive-mussels-opening-soon1:42
Montana Lawmakers Reject "Right-To-Work" Bill For Private Unions On the heels of voting down other labor related bills, Montana lawmakers decisively rejected a "right-to-work" bill for private unions Tuesday.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Mar 03 01:01:24 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-02/montana-lawmakers-reject-right-to-work-bill-for-private-unions2:08
Montana Lawmakers Vote On Government COVID-19 Liability Protection, Labor Bills The Montana House Monday offered support to a bill that would limit government civil liability for COVID-19-related issues. Lawmakers also voted down two bills that would’ve impacted public unions.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Mar 01 20:43:24 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-01/montana-lawmakers-vote-on-government-covid-19-liability-protection-labor-bills2:08
The Session Week 9: Transmittal Log Jam The legislature faces a Wednesday, March 3 deadline for general policy bills from the House to make their way to the Senate, and vice versa. Bills that appropriate money can still be introduced.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Mar 01 07:00:56 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-01/the-session-week-9-transmittal-log-jam9:03
Montana Bill To Eliminate State Funding For Radio Stations Tabled A Montana bill that would have barred state funding to support radio stations is likely dead.Kevin Trevellyan Sun Feb 28 22:07:13 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-28/montana-bill-to-eliminate-state-funding-for-radio-stations-tabled1:22
Bills To Remove Campaign Contribution Limits, Eliminate Top Political Cop Position Fail Ahead Of Transmittal DeadlineMontana legislative committees took quick action on a flurry of impactful bills this week ahead of a key upcoming legislative deadline. One proposal in the House that likely won’t make it through the process would’ve let individuals and political action committees donate unlimited amounts of money to election candidates.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Feb 26 21:28:12 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-28/bills-to-remove-campaign-contribution-limits-eliminate-top-political-cop-position-fail-ahead-of-transmittal-deadline1:39
Montana House Rejects Two Bills To Relax Immunization Requirements, Moves One Forward The Montana House Thursday voted down two bills that propose loosening vaccine requirements and endorsed a third.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Feb 26 09:48:40 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-26/montana-house-rejects-two-bills-to-relax-immunization-requirements-moves-one-forward1:40
Lawmakers Present Bill To Find Potential Fraud in Welfare Programs Montana lawmakers are considering an increase to state efforts to root out fraud in welfare programs. The latest analysis shows the policy could save the state up to 2.4 million dollars while dropping more than seventeen-hundred people from Medicaid and other programs.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Feb 26 01:42:25 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-25/lawmakers-present-bill-to-find-potential-fraud-in-welfare-programs1:29
Campus Conceal Carry Polarizes Students at Montana State Starting this summer, students at universities in Montana will be able to carry concealed firearms around campus. The change is polarizing students who have different visions for what makes a campus safe.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Feb 25 23:37:13 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-25/campus-conceal-carry-polarizes-students-at-montana-state5:03
Lawmakers Seek to To Find Fraud in Welfare Programs Montana lawmakers are considering an increase to state efforts to root out fraud in welfare programs. The latest analysis shows the policy could save the state up to $2.3 million while dropping more than 1,700 people from Medicaid and other programs.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Feb 25 21:32:54 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-25/lawmakers-seek-to-to-find-fraud-in-welfare-programs1:29
The Session Week 8: Taxes, Public Health And Labor Unions As of midday Friday 918 bills had <a  href="http://laws.leg.mt.gov/reports/rwservlet?legprdext&amp;report=LAW0560R.rdf&amp;p_session_id=20211&amp;paramform=no" style="text-decoration:none;">been introduced</a> and Gov. Greg Gianforte had signed three bills into law. This week we’re watching legislation on tax policy, public health and labor unions.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee Ragar https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-22/the-session-week-8-taxes-public-health-and-labor-unions9:08
Lawmakers Consider Expanding Business Equipment Tax Exemption Or Axing Tax The Montana House Thursday offered its support to a bill that would exempt thousands of businesses from paying taxes on equipment, a major priority for Gov. Greg Gianforte. Lawmakers were also briefed on a proposal that would get rid of the tax entirely.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Feb 19 20:08:09 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-19/lawmakers-consider-expanding-business-equipment-tax-exemption-or-axing-tax2:10
Gianforte Signs Bill Allowing Permitless Concealed Carry At Colleges, Bars, Banks Montana Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte Thursday put his signature on a controversial bill that will expand opportunities to carry concealed firearms in the state, including on college campuses.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Feb 18 20:53:46 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-19/gianforte-signs-bill-allowing-permitless-concealed-carry-at-colleges-bars-banks1:13
'Right-To-Work' Bill Draws Lengthy Public Testimony A bill that would prohibit forced private union membership as a job condition in Montana drew lengthy public testimony Tuesday. Republican Rep. Caleb Hinkle of Belgrade told lawmakers his adamant support for right-to-work legislation comes from his time working at a unionized grocery store in 2013.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Feb 16 21:30:49 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-16/right-to-work-bill-draws-lengthy-public-testimony2:05

Montana Senate Supports Concealed Carry Bill The Montana Senate on Tuesday offered its support to a bill that would expand concealed carry of firearms rights in the state, including at universities and government buildings. After already moving swiftly through the House, YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan reports the proposal is one step closer to landing on the governor’s desk.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Feb 03 12:47:12 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-03/montana-senate-supports-concealed-carry-bill1:16
Bill To Require Drug Costs Reports Draws Support and Skepticism A bill that would require pharmaceutical companies to disclose prescription drug cost information in Montana drew support from a wide range of health care officials Friday, and skepticism from others who don’t believe it would lower prices as intended.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Feb 01 13:28:47 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-01/bill-to-require-drug-costs-reports-draws-support-and-skepticism2:10
The Session Week 5: Tribal Land Property Taxes, Partisan Committees, Child Welfare As of midday Jan. 29, 490 <a  href="http://laws.leg.mt.gov/reports/rwservlet?legprdext&amp;report=LAW0560R.rdf&amp;p_session_id=20211&amp;paramform=no" style="text-decoration:none;">bills have been introduced</a>, and there’s one bill on Gov. Greg Gianforte’s desk. This week, we’re watching bills to make tribes pay more property taxes; make interim committees partisan; and expedite court hearings for child protective cases.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarSun Jan 31 23:09:17 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-31/the-session-week-5-tribal-land-property-taxes-paristan-committees-child-welfare10:00
Gianforte Touts Resilience, Reiterates Priorities In First State Of The State Greg Gianforte gave his first State of the State address Thursday night before the 67th Montana legislature. Gianforte continued to outline his campaign promises to cut taxes, reduce regulations and move the state forward amid the pandemic and on policy blocked under previous Democratic governors.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarFri Jan 29 02:29:00 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-29/gianforte-touts-resilience-reiterates-priorities-in-first-state-of-the-state5:20
Bill Would Hold On To Telehealth Changes Made During Pandemic Montana lawmakers were today briefed on a bill that would permanently roll back telehealth restrictions temporarily suspended during the coronavirus emergency.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Jan 28 19:25:33 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-29/bill-would-hold-on-to-telehealth-changes-made-during-pandemic:57
Montana House Supports Bill Altering Federal Emergency Aid Spending The Montana House today offered its support to a bill that would give lawmakers more say over how federal emergency aid is spent in between legislative sessions.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Jan 27 20:41:52 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-27/montana-house-supports-bill-altering-federal-emergency-aid-spending1:09
Bill Requiring Police to Honor Federal Immigration Requests Draws Opposition A Montana lawmaker introduced a bill Wednesday that would require local law enforcement officers to honor requests from federal immigration agencies to detain undocumented immigrants.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Jan 27 20:21:47 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-27/bill-requiring-police-to-honor-federal-immigration-requests-draws-opposition1:16
Bill To Ban Sanctuary Cities Draws Heated Testimony Montana Democrats say a Republican state House committee chair used a double standard during a hearing Tuesday to silence verbal testimony from bill opponents who brought up race when talking about a proposal to ban sanctuary cities in the state.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Jan 26 22:08:01 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-26/bill-to-ban-sanctuary-cities-draws-heated-testimony2:10
Public Unions Oppose Bill Banning Member Paycheck Deductions A Montana lawmaker introduced a bill Monday that would require public unions, not employers, to collect dues from members. Union representatives oppose the bill.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 25 23:27:35 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-25/public-unions-oppose-bill-banning-member-paycheck-deductions1:08
County Officials Oppose Bill Mandating Elected Elections Administrators, Support Mail Ballot Watching ProposalCounty officials on Monday expressed widespread opposition to a bill that would require elections administrators to be voted into office through partisan contests. They also expressed support for a proposal related to mail ballot drop off spots.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 25 23:21:53 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-25/county-officials-oppose-bill-mandating-elected-elections-administrators-support-mail-ballot-watching-proposal2:08
Montana Lawmakers Consider MMIP Bills Democratic Rep. Sharon Stuart Peregoy of Crow Agency told the House Judiciary Committee that lawmakers must build upon legislation passed in 2019 in response to the disproportionate number of Indigenous people who go missing in Montana.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 25 12:49:27 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-25/montana-lawmakers-consider-mmip-bills2:09
Bill Draws Widespread Opposition From Labor Unions A Montana lawmaker introduced a bill Friday that would require public employees to opt in to paying dues to labor unions every year. Union leaders are opposing the proposal.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 25 12:46:35 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-25/bill-draws-widespread-opposition-from-labor-unions2:04
The Session Week 4: Affordable Housing, Voting, Teacher Pay As of mid day Jan. 22, 375 bills have been introduced, one bill has become law. This week, we’re watching policy that could impact housing, voting, teacher pay.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Jan 25 12:40:22 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-25/the-session-week-4-affordable-housing-voting-teacher-pay9:26
Montana Lawmaker Introduces Direct Patient Care Bill A Montana state lawmaker today introduced a bill that would formalize a patient’s ability to directly pay a doctor for care without insurance. Similar bills have been vetoed in the past.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Jan 20 21:59:08 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-20/montana-lawmaker-introduces-direct-patient-care-bill2:09
Montana Lawmakers Propose Bills Tied to Federal Emergency Aid, Pandemic Regulations A Montana legislative committee today heard testimony on two bills spurred by the coronavirus pandemic. The proposals involve federal relief spending and regulations waived during the current state of emergency.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Jan 20 12:38:42 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-20/montana-lawmakers-propose-bills-tied-to-federal-emergency-aid-pandemic-regulations2:07
Gianforte Announces New Health Department Director Republican Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte today announced his pick for state health department director.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Jan 20 12:35:02 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-20/gianforte-announces-new-health-department-director:57
The Session Week 3: MMIP, COVID-19 and Capitol Safety This week in the Montana Legislative session, we're watching how lawmakers are proposing to change the role of public health officials, how the state is addressing missing Indigenous persons, and how the riot in D.C. could have ripple effects in Montana.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Jan 18 07:00:59 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-18/the-session-week-3-mmip-covid-19-and-capitol-safety10:27
Montana Senate Committee Supports COVID-19 Business Liability Bill The Montana Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee Friday supported a bill that would protect businesses from COVID-19 related lawsuits, provided they follow health guidelines. Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte requested the legislation as a condition for lifting the statewide mask mandate.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Jan 15 21:30:20 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-15/montana-senate-committee-supports-covid-19-business-liability-bill1:20
Lawmakers Consider Similar Bills Exempting Law Enforcement From Enforcing Health Orders Montana lawmakers on Friday considered two similar bills that would remove legal penalties for law enforcement who refuse to enforce public health orders.Kevin Trevellyan Fri Jan 15 21:22:05 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-15/lawmakers-consider-similar-bills-exempting-law-enforcement-from-enforcing-health-orders1:03
Bill Would Allow Elected Officials To Rescind Health Board Orders During Emergencies Montana lawmakers Thursday heard testimony on a bill that would allow local elected officials to rescind board of health mandates during times of emergency or disaster. The bill is among a slew of GOP proposals to modify the power of local public health officials.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Jan 14 21:46:32 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-14/bill-would-allow-elected-officials-to-recind-health-board-orders-during-emergencies1:44
Montana House Endorses Expanded Conceal Carry Bill The Montana House on Wednesday supported a bill that would expand options for both permitted and permitless concealed firearms, including at universities. The floor debate led to a rare procedural disagreement among lawmakers.Kevin Trevellyan Thu Jan 14 01:28:47 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-13/montana-house-endorses-expanded-conceal-carry-bill1:59
Bill Would Limit Executive Power During Declared Emergencies A bill that would allow the Legislature to limit governor’s executive orders during a time of emergency or disaster has been introduced in the Montana House. The bill follows Republicans' protests to Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock’s public health mandates during the coronavirus pandemic.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Jan 12 22:26:32 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-12/bill-would-limit-executive-power-during-declared-emergencies1:25



Bill To Allow Expanded Conceal Carry Of Firearms Clears House Committee The Montana House Judiciary Committee has given its support to a bill that would expand options for both permitted and permitless concealed firearms. The policy proposal would allow concealed carry at universities and state government buildings.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 11 21:42:48 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-11/bill-to-allow-expanded-conceal-carry-of-firearms-clears-house-committee1:05
Daines: 'There's Dangerous Rhetoric From All Sides' Montana's Republican Senator Steve Daines says calls for resignations and the impeachment of President Donald Trump aren’t helping the country heal after a mob of pro-Trump extremists stormed the U.S. Capitol. YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan spoke Friday  with the Senator about how he views the mob and the aftermath.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 11 15:09:46 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-11/daines-theres-dangerous-rhetoric-from-all-sides9:23
The Session Week 2: Gender, Guns and COVID-19 In the second week of the 67th Montana Legislative Session, we're watching a couple of different bills about gender, guns and COVID-19.Kevin Trevellyan  Shaylee RagarMon Jan 11 07:00:59 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-11/the-session-week-2-gender-guns-and-covid-1912:59
Montana Legislative Panel Adopts New COVID-19 Guidelines A panel of Montana state legislative leaders adopted new guidelines Friday for holding the session during the coronavirus pandemic. The move came one day after a state lawmaker announced he tested positive for COVID-19.<br/>Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 11 00:20:19 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-10/montana-legislative-panel-adopts-new-covid-19-guidelines2:09
Unspent Montana Emergency Housing Aid Redirected A Montana state emergency housing program spent a bit over half of the federal coronavirus relief dollars it was given in 2020. State officials say the more than 6 million unspent dollars is now being sent elsewhere.Kevin Trevellyan Tue Jan 05 22:26:34 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-01-05/unspent-montana-emergency-housing-aid-redirected2:08
Gianforte Sworn In As Montana Governor Greg Gianforte was sworn in as Montana’s 25th governor Monday. He’s the state’s first Republican chief executive in 16 years.Kevin Trevellyan Mon Jan 04 20:14:07 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-04/gianforte-sworn-in-as-montana-governor2:08
Looking to Kentucky’s Past to Understand Montana Health Nominee’s Future Montana’s pick for health director has garnered both praise and criticism for his past in Kentucky, where he sought to add work requirements to the state’s Medicaid program and was a top health official amid a hepatitis A outbreak.Laura Ungar, Kaiser Health News  "Katheryn HoughtonWed Mar 03 21:34:34 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-03/looking-to-kentuckys-past-to-understand-montana-health-nominees-future7:42
Gianforte Calls Missed Trappers Education A "Mistake" Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte is calling his failure to take a required wolf trapping course before trapping and shooting a radio-collared wolf last month a “slight misstep.”Nicky Ouellet Thu Mar 25 20:35:48 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-25/gianforte-calls-missed-trappers-education-a-mistake1:38
Gianforte Takes Wolf Trapping Course Following Warning Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte took a three-hour long wolf trapping class Wednesday night after receiving a written warning in February for trapping and killing a wolf without having taken the required certification course.Nicky Ouellet Thu Mar 25 01:25:05 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-24/gianforte-takes-wolf-trapping-course-following-warning1:41
Montana Opening Boat Check Stations, Intercepts First Mussel-Fouled Boat Of Season Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is reminding boat owners to ensure their crafts are cleaned, drained and dry before heading out for the season after watercraft inspectors intercepted a boat with invasive mussels on it this weekend.Nicky Ouellet Tue Mar 23 21:10:14 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-23/montana-opening-boat-check-stations-intercepts-first-mussel-fouled-boat-of-season:55
Nineteen Cases Of COVID-19 Variants Confirmed In Montana Montana’s state health department Wednesday announced 19 cases of variant strains of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been identified in the state.Nicky Ouellet Thu Mar 18 21:41:23 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-18/nineteen-cases-of-covid-19-variants-confirmed-in-montana1:00
COVID-19 In Montana: Looking Back And Looking Forward A year ago this week on the second Saturday of March in 2020, then-governor Steve Bullock held a press conference over a scratchy phone line to announce that four people in Montana had tested positive for COVID-19. A lot has changed since then.Nicky Ouellet  Corin Cates-CarneySun Mar 14 22:45:27 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-14/covid-19-in-montana-looking-back-and-looking-forward9:18
Park High School in Livingston Pilots Student Mental Health Screener The pandemic has taken a toll on teenager’s mental health. A survey found that in 2020 Montana was in the top five states nationwide for the percentage of pediatric insurance claims that were related to mental health. Earlier this month, as Park High School students returned to fourt days per week of in person learning, Livingston Public Schools piloted a mental health screener with ninth graders.Olivia Weitz Thu Mar 18 22:10:55 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/health/2021-03-18/park-high-school-in-livingston-pilots-student-mental-health-screener2:02
Fourteen Movie, TV Productions Receive Big Sky Film Grants More than a dozen movie and TV productions filming on-location across Montana will share half a million dollars in grants from the Montana Film Office. The Big Sky Film Grants promote tourism and the state’s filmmaking industry.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 30 20:53:43 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/arts-culture/2021-03-30/fourteen-movie-tv-productions-receive-big-sky-film-grants1:24
Preparations For COVID-19 Vaccines April 1 Have Begun Montana counties are preparing for Apr. 1 when anyone 16 and up becomes eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 29 21:39:48 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-29/preparations-for-covid-19-vaccines-april-1-have-begun1:11
Second Mussel-Fouled Boat Intercepted In Montana Montana’s second mussel-fouled boat of the year was intercepted Monday at the Dillon watercraft check station.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 29 21:35:20 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-29/second-mussel-fouled-boat-intercepted-in-montana1:05
More COVID-19 Variant Cases Detected In Montana Ten more cases linked to variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been identified in Montana since last week, including two cases in Missoula County. Health officials there say they are more concerned about a renewed rise in cases.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 24 20:20:49 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-24/more-covid-19-variant-cases-detected-in-montana1:41
Missoula County Plans To Broaden COVID-19 Vaccine Availability Sunday Missoula county will expand COVID-19 vaccine availability to all county residents 16 and older this Sunday.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 24 20:14:47 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-24/missoula-county-plans-to-broaden-covid-19-vaccine-availability-sunday:57
New Coalition Aims To Address Mental Health, Substance Use Challenges In Big Sky A new coalition in Big Sky is gearing up to expand behavioral health services, reduce stigma around mental health and addiction, and help people navigate their options for care.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 24 18:01:59 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/health/2021-03-24/new-coalition-aims-to-address-mental-health-substance-use-challenges-in-big-sky4:12
Montana Counties Adjusting COVID-19 Vaccine Plans Ahead Of April Start Of Phase 2 Following Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte’s announcement that all Montanans aged 16 and up will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine starting April 1, larger counties are outlining varying timelines and approaches for how they’ll meet that goal.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 23 21:24:36 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-23/montana-counties-adjusting-covid-19-vaccine-plans-ahead-of-april-start-of-phase-24:24
Yellowstone Accepting Public Comments On Telecommunications Upgrade Proposal Yellowstone National Park is seeking public comment on a proposal to install fiber optic cable in developed areas, saying the existing telecommunications system is inadequate.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 23 21:16:25 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-23/yellowstone-accepting-public-comments-on-telecommunications-upgrade-proposal1:21
Montana VA Doctor Reflects On COVID-19 Response Over Last Year Dr. Gregory Normandin, associate chief of staff for Montana Veterans Affairs, says responding to the COVID-19 pandemic has been an experience above and beyond his 15 years with the VA. Rachel Cramer with Yellowstone Public Radio news spoke with Normandin about the role his dad, a World War II vet, played in shaping Normandin’s desire to serve others and what gives him hope as the pandemic moves into year two.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 22 21:07:55 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-22/montana-va-doctor-reflects-on-covid-19-response-over-last-year5:19
Sixth Montanan Faces Federal Charges For Capitol Insurrection A man from Bozeman was arrested Tuesday for his alleged involvement with the pro-trump mob that stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. Andrew Cavanaugh is the sixth Montanan facing federal charges.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 17 20:46:17 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-17/sixth-montanan-faces-federal-charges-for-capitol-insurrection1:27

Montanans 16 And Up To Become Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine April 1 Montana Governor Greg Gianforte Tuesday said all Montanans, 16 and older, will be eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine starting Apr. 1.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 16 23:13:55 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-16/montanans-16-and-up-to-become-eligible-for-covid-19-vaccine-april-15:19
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COVID-19 Third Leading Cause Of Death In Montana In 2020 A new report from the Montana state health department lists COVID-19 as the third leading cause of death in Montana last year after heart disease and cancer.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 16 21:55:04 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-16/covid-19-third-leading-cause-of-death-in-montana-in-20201:03
First Wild Rabbit Death From Contagious Disease Confirmed In Montana Wildlife officials are finding more evidence of a deadly rabbit virus spreading in Yellowstone County. The first wild cottontail death from hemorrhagic rabbit disease was confirmed Friday, several weeks after 40 feral rabbits died from the virus.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 15 20:47:12 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-15/first-wild-rabbit-death-from-contagious-disease-confirmed-in-montana2:03
Montana Bill Would Ask Voters To Add Fishing, Hunting, Trapping To State Constitution Montana legislators heard testimony Friday on a bill that, if passed, would ask voters to amend language in the state constitution related to harvesting and managing wildlife.Rachel Cramer Fri Mar 12 22:06:06 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-14/montana-bill-would-ask-voters-to-add-fishing-hunting-trapping-to-state-constitution2:01
Gallatin County Allows Larger Event Sizes As COVID-19 Cases Decline The Gallatin City-County Board of Health has relaxed a COVID-19 related health rule limiting event sizes as the spread of the virus has slowed down.Rachel Cramer Fri Mar 12 20:27:19 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-12/gallatin-county-allows-larger-event-sizes-as-covid-19-cases-decline1:07
Pregnancy May Make Some People Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Under Phase 1B While not explicitly stated in Montana’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan, the state health department says pregnancy is a major medical condition that may qualify someone for a shot under the current phase.Rachel Cramer Fri Mar 12 11:50:24 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-12/pregnancy-may-make-some-people-eligible-for-covid-19-vaccine-under-phase-1b5:00
Lewis And Clark County Lifts Restrictions On Crowd Size, Businesses Montana’s Lewis and Clark County will lift all COVID-19 related restrictions, except its mask mandate, on Friday. The health board’s decision comes as more communities consider peeling back or amending some health orders as COVID-19 cases have fallen.Rachel Cramer Thu Mar 11 20:31:53 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-03-11/lewis-and-clark-county-lifts-restrictions-on-crowd-size-businesses1:15
Montana VA Hosts First Clinic With Johnson And Johnson Vaccine In Glasgow Eighty-five veterans Thursday received the single shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine in Glasgow, Montana. The shots were part of nearly 10,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine distributed by Montana Veteran Affairs since December.Rachel Cramer Thu Mar 11 20:14:58 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-03-11/montana-va-hosts-first-clinic-with-johnson-and-johnson-vaccine-in-glasgow1:48
Bills Propose Big Changes To Wolf, Grizzly Management In Montana A slate of bills making their way through Montana’s legislative session indicate a potential sea change in how the Treasure State will manage big carnivores and who gets a say in making those decisions.Rachel Cramer  Nicky OuelletTue Mar 09 20:56:51 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-03-09/bills-propose-big-changes-to-wolf-grizzly-management-in-montana8:28
Fourth Montanan Federally Charged Regarding Violence At The Capitol Another Montanan faces federal charges for his alleged involvement with the insurgency at the U.S. Capitol on January 6th. Isaac Sturgeon, a lawn care business owner from Dillon, was arrested at JFK Airport in New York on Saturday.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 09 12:09:53 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-03-09/fourth-montanan-federally-charged-regarding-violence-at-the-capitol1:11
More Than 100K Montanans Fully Immunized Against COVID-19 Montana hit two milestones Friday in the COVID-19 pandemic. One: the number of fully immunized Montanans surpassed the threshold of 100,000 people, about 10 percent of the state’s population.Rachel Cramer Fri Mar 05 19:26:14 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-03-05/more-than-100k-montanans-fully-immunized-against-covid-191:02
Public Health Officials Say More Contagious Coronavirus Variant May Be Circulating In Montana Montana’s health department Wednesday confirmed the first three cases of COVID-19 caused by a virus variant from the United Kingdom. Gallatin County says the lack of connection between the cases and absence of travel history are indications that the variant may be circulating widely in Montana and urges people to take precautions to prevent its spread.Rachel Cramer Thu Mar 04 20:00:07 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-04/public-health-officials-say-more-contagious-coronavirus-variant-may-be-circulating-in-montana1:55
COVID-19 U.K. Variant Detected In Montana A variant strain of the virus that causes COVID-19 has been detected for the first time in Montana.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 03 20:41:41 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-03/covid-19-u-k-variant-detected-in-montana1:02
Yellowstone Changing Some First-Come, First-Served Campgrounds To Reservation System Yellowstone National Park Tuesday said it will try out a new reservation system for two campgrounds and part of a third.Rachel Cramer Wed Mar 03 00:51:12 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-02/yellowstone-changing-some-first-come-first-served-campgrounds-to-reservation-system1:10
Gov. Gianforte Announces Phase 1B+ To Begin Monday With the majority of jurisdictions halfway through the current COVID-19 vaccination phase, the state is expanding who is eligible for a shot with a special “plus” category starting Monday.Rachel Cramer Tue Mar 02 19:37:26 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-03-02/gov-gianforte-announces-phase-1b-to-begin-monday1:33
Governor: Montana Expects 8700 Doses Of New Johnson & Johnson Vaccine The U.S. government Sunday started distributing nearly 4 million doses of the Johnson & Johnson single shot COVID-19 vaccine to states, tribes and territories. Montana is expected to receive 8,700 doses later this week.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 01 20:44:10 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-01/governor-montana-expects-8700-doses-of-new-johnson-johnson-vaccine1:23
Yellowstone National To Park Close Roads For Spring Snow Plowing Yellowstone National Park will start closing roads to oversnow travel Sunday to allow for spring plowing. Some park services have already been reduced.Rachel Cramer Mon Mar 01 20:42:47 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-03-01/yellowstone-national-park-close-roads-for-spring-snow-plowing1:02
Officials Ask People To Be Bear Aware As Bruins Emerge From Hibernation As bears start leaving their winter dens, Montana wildlife officials are asking people to take extra precautions to stay safe and prevent conflicts.Rachel Cramer Sun Feb 28 21:19:51 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-28/officials-ask-people-to-be-bear-aware-as-bruins-emerge-from-hibernation1:35
More Counties On Board For Southern Passenger Rail, Service Along Hi-Line Still Reduced As two more Montana counties move closer to joining a rail authority in an effort to create passenger service for the southern half of the state, Montana’s Democratic Senator is trying to get more federal funding that would bring back daily service for the Hi Line.Rachel Cramer Thu Feb 25 23:46:27 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-25/more-counties-on-board-for-southern-passenger-rail-service-along-hi-line-still-reduced1:55
Merged Bills Affecting Emergency Powers Of Governor, Health Boards Advance In House Montana lawmakers Thursday merged several House bills that would create more oversight for a governor and county health boards during a declared state of emergency.Rachel Cramer Thu Feb 25 21:32:17 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-25/merged-bills-affecting-emergency-powers-of-governor-health-boards-advance-in-house2:10
MSU Researchers Exploring Cement Alternative Using Fungi, Bacteria From bridges to skyscrapers, concrete is ubiquitous in modern, human-built environments. It’s durable and cheap but also a big contributor to climate change, and some of the materials used to make it are getting scarcer. Researchers at Montana State University are trying to develop a sustainable alternative with microorganisms.Rachel Cramer Wed Feb 24 23:51:28 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-24/msu-researchers-exploring-cement-alternative-using-fungi-bacteria5:48



Ag Groups Split On Proposed Country Of Origin Labeling Bills Farm and ranching groups want people to buy more Montana beef, but they’re split on whether proposed state level legislation would do that.Rachel Cramer Fri Feb 19 20:42:35 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2021-02-19/ag-groups-split-on-proposed-country-of-origin-labeling-bills3:21
Nearly Half A Billion Dollars Funneled To Montana Through PPP 2.0 Nearly 9,000 loans have been approved for small businesses, nonprofits and faith based organizations in Montana so far this year through the second round of the Paycheck Protection Program.Rachel Cramer Wed Feb 17 21:15:30 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-02-17/nearly-half-a-billion-dollars-funneled-to-montana-through-ppp-2-01:02
Skier Dies in Tree Well At Bridger Bowl Bridger Bowl Ski Patrol found a 21 year old skier unresponsive in a tree well shortly after the skier was reported missing Tuesday afternoon. A press release from Bridger Bowl says life saving attempts were not successful.Rachel Cramer Wed Feb 17 21:14:44 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-17/skier-dies-in-tree-well-at-bridger-bowl:57
Highly Contagious, Fatal Rabbit Disease Detected In Montana A virus threatening to wipe out entire populations of rabbits across multiple states was found for the first time in Montana recently.Rachel Cramer Tue Feb 16 21:38:05 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-16/highly-contagious-fatal-rabbit-disease-detected-in-montana1:12
Montana Airports See Slow Recovery, Say Federal Stimulus Was Critical When air passenger numbers in Montana dropped 95 percent at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, airport managers worried about how they’d stay in business. But airports are pulling through, even as passenger numbers have not fully recovered.Rachel Cramer Sun Feb 14 10:59:46 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-02-14/montana-airports-see-slow-recovery-say-federal-stimulus-was-critical5:38
Rosendale Sponsors First Bill Aimed At Disincentivizing Sanctuary Cities Rachel Cramer Mon Feb 08 20:51:43 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-08/rosendale-sponsors-first-bill-aimed-at-disincentivizing-sanctuary-cities:58
Survey: Growing Number Of Montanans Say Tourists Overcrowding State Gallatin County Friday dismissed a case against a Bozeman bar that <br/>intentionally ignored a health order curfew and warning in November.Rachel Cramer Fri Feb 05 20:33:55 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-05/survey-growing-number-of-montanans-say-tourists-overcrowding-state1:20
Economists Say Federal Dollars Were Soothing Balm On Pandemic Pain In Montana Montana’s economic performance in 2020 will go down as the worst in its post war history, but economists say a flood of federal relief dollars have largely buoyed incomes and the state’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the University of Montana held its annual economic outlook seminar this week and told the story of Montana’s industries. Rachel Cramer  Megan MyscofskiFri Feb 05 13:39:03 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-05/economists-say-federal-dollars-were-soothing-balm-on-pandemic-pain-in-montana8:16
Search And Rescue Plans For More Calls As Pandemic Fuels Backcountry Explorations Tired of being cooped up during the COVID-19 pandemic, more people are escaping into Montana’s backcountry this winter. But some experts worry this influx may cause a spike in accidents and increased calls to Search and Rescue. Rachel Cramer Thu Feb 04 21:37:01 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-02-04/search-and-rescue-plans-for-more-calls-as-pandemic-fuels-backcountry-explorations5:11
Economists Predict Rebound In Montana Followed By Hangover While the COVID-19 pandemic cratered Montana’s economy last spring, researchers say the state’s recovery has been a little stronger than the U.S. average.Rachel Cramer Tue Feb 02 21:09:10 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-02-02/economists-predict-rebound-in-montana-followed-by-hangover2:01
Montana Businesses, Non-Profits Receive Nearly $160 Million In New PPP Round Nearly 2,400 loans have been approved for small businesses, nonprofits and faith based organizations in Montana through the second round of the Paycheck Protection Program. Rachel Cramer Tue Feb 02 10:29:19 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-02/montana-businesses-non-profits-receive-nearly-160-million-in-new-ppp-round1:09
Two More Montanans Connected To Mob At U.S. Capitol The FBI says two brothers from Montana were among the first to break into the U.S. Capitol on January 6 and part of a mob that chased a Capitol Police Officer.Rachel Cramer Mon Feb 01 13:48:18 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-01/two-more-montanans-connected-to-mob-at-u-s-capitol1:26
2020 Visitation Up For State Parks, Down For Yellowstone, Glacier <a  href="https://fwp.mt.gov/binaries/content/assets/fwp/stateparks/2020-montana-state-parks-annual-visitation-update.pdf" style="text-decoration:none;">Final numbers</a> show 2020 was the busiest year at Montana state parks with more than 3.4 million visitors. That’s a 30 percent increase over the previous year. National parks saw fewer visitors overall but upticks at the end of the year.Rachel Cramer Thu Jan 28 20:19:16 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-01-28/2020-visitation-up-for-state-parks-down-for-yellowstone-glacier1:05
American Prairie Reserve To Expand Bison Testing, Transparency In Settlement Agreement Conservation and livestock groups have found a resolution to a long simmering bison disease management disagreement in northeast Montana. The compromise could help inform similar agreements if the American Prairie Reserve continues to expand its bison range.Rachel Cramer Wed Jan 27 12:58:42 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-27/american-prairie-reserve-to-expand-bison-testing-transparency-in-settlement-agreement1:56
Montana's Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate Falls To 4.4 Percent Montana’s unemployment rate has been dropping since April and remains lower than the U.S. overall, according to the most recent state data.Rachel Cramer Tue Jan 26 22:18:21 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/business/2021-01-26/montanas-seasonally-adjusted-unemployment-rate-falls-to-4-4-percent1:01
Gianforte's Cabinet To Receive Higher Salaries Using Agency Funds Montana Governor Greg Gianforte Monday said directors nominated to lead 12 state agencies will receive an average salary increase of 20 percent over their predecessors. Funding for the pay increases will come from their respective departments.Rachel Cramer Mon Jan 25 19:06:54 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-25/gianfortes-cabinet-to-receive-higher-salaries-using-agency-funds1:10
Rosendale: "People Need To Take Responsibility For Their Own Actions" Montana’s lone U.S. House Representative Matt Rosendale attended President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris’s inauguration Wednesday, two weeks after objecting to two states’ election results in their favor on the basis of unidentified allegations of voter fraud. Rosendale spoke with Yellowstone Public Radio about the inauguration and who needs to be held accountable for the Jan. 6 seizure of the U.S. Capitol.Rachel Cramer Thu Jan 21 19:06:46 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-21/rosendale-people-need-to-take-responsibility-for-their-own-actions14:03
First Montanan Arrested On Charges Related To Insurrection At U.S. Capitol A Dillon business owner faces federal charges for allegedly entering the U.S. Capitol as part of a mob that seized the building Jan. 6 as Congress was certifying election results. He's the first Montanan to be charged. Rachel Cramer Thu Jan 21 17:24:43 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-21/first-montanan-arrested-on-charges-related-to-insurrection-at-u-s-capitol1:19
Cleanup Nearly Complete On Upper Blackfoot Mining Complex Near Lincoln State and federal officials say a large mining clean-up project in Montana is nearly complete and open for recreation. At the Upper Blackfoot Mining...Rachel Cramer https://www.mtpr.org/post/cleanup-nearly-complete-upper-blackfoot-mining-complex-near-lincolnWed Jan 20 19:34:34 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2021-01-21/cleanup-nearly-complete-on-upper-blackfoot-mining-complex-near-lincoln1:03
Clean Up Nearly Complete At State Superfund Site Near Lincoln State and federal officials say a large mining clean up project in Montana is nearly complete and open for recreation. Rachel Cramer Wed Jan 20 16:50:40 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-20/clean-up-nearly-complete-at-state-superfund-site-near-lincoln:57
MSU Research Shows Higher Financial, Stress Burden On Women During COVID-19 The COVID-19 pandemic took a bigger economic toll on women than men last spring, according to survey results from Montana, North Dakota, Colorado and Utah. The new findings from Montana State University researchers mirrors a national concern about equity in the workforce.Rachel Cramer Tue Jan 19 13:30:08 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-19/msu-research-shows-higher-financial-stress-burden-on-women-during-covid-193:56
Montana Attorney General Orders Dismissal Of Case Against Bozeman Bar Montana’s Attorney General Thursday ordered the Gallatin County Attorney to dismiss a case against a Bozeman bar that intentionally ignored a health order curfew and warning. Rachel Cramer Thu Jan 14 20:17:08 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-14/montana-attorney-general-orders-dismissal-of-case-against-bozeman-bar1:47
Rosendale No, Cheney Yes On Impeachment Republican U.S. Representatives from Montana and Wyoming split Jan. 13 in votes to impeach President Donald Trump over the deadly insurrection at the Capitol. Ten Republicans joined Democrats to pass the single article of impeachment on a 232 to 197 vote.Rachel Cramer Wed Jan 13 20:03:27 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-13/rosendale-no-cheney-yes-on-impeachment1:00
Big Sky Teacher Housing Nears Completion As Home Prices Continue To Soar Student enrollment in the Big Sky School District has been on an upward trend for the last decade, but a lack of affordable housing in the growing ski resort community has made it challenging to recruit and retain teachers. Administrators and local leaders hope new, subsidized teacher housing will help. Rachel Cramer Tue Jan 12 18:55:58 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-01-12/big-sky-teacher-housing-nears-completion-as-home-prices-continue-to-soar4:14
Rosendale First Montana Congressman Since Mansfield, Metcalf To Reject Electoral Votes This week, Montana Representative Matt Rosendale became the third Congressman in Montana’s history to officially object to another states’ electoral results. YPR News’ Rachel Cramer has been tracking this final step in certifying President-elect Joe Biden’s win over Donald Trump. She shares her reporting with Nicky Ouellet.Rachel Cramer  Nicky OuelletMon Jan 11 00:07:04 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-10/rosendale-first-montana-congressman-since-mansfield-metcalf-to-reject-electoral-votes6:28
Rosendale Objects, Daines Certifies Montana Republican Senator Steve Daines reversed course Wednesday evening, joining a majority of Senators in certifying Joe Biden’s presidential election win over Donald Trump. The state’s newly sworn in Republican U.S. Representative Matt Rosendale did not.Rachel Cramer Thu Jan 07 04:01:27 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-07/rosendale-objects-daines-certifies:59
Yellowstone County Makes All Residents Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Yellowstone County is opening COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to all adults age 16 and older this week. It’s one of the first large counties in Montana to take this step.YPR News Tue Mar 23 22:00:58 EDT 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2021-03-23/yellowstone-county-makes-all-residents-eligible-for-covid-19-vaccine:56
Rosendale Reportedly Quarrels With Cheney, Votes For Greene To Remain On Committees U.S. House Representative Liz Cheney of Wyoming will retain her number three leadership rank within the party, following calls from fellow Republicans, including Montana’s freshman Representative Matt Rosendale, for her to step down.YPR News Thu Feb 04 22:26:56 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-02-04/rosendale-reportedly-quarrels-with-cheney-votes-for-greene-to-remain-on-committees:57
USPS Removes Some Equipment In Helena Ahead Of Potential "Civil Events" The U.S. Postal Service is closing an office in Helena early Saturday in preparation of possible “civil events” anticipated this weekend.YPR News Fri Jan 15 21:39:29 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2021-01-15/usps-removes-some-equipment-in-helena-ahead-of-potential-civil-events1:01
Montana Bill Aims To Create State Run System To Fund Family, Medical Leave A handful of business owners and advocacy groups Wednesday testified in support of a Montana bill that would create a state run system to fund family and medical leave. Business association lobbyists oppose the proposal.Kevin Trevellyan Wed Feb 10 20:27:52 EST 2021 https://www.ypradio.org/2021-02-10/montana-bill-aims-to-create-state-run-system-to-fund-family-medical-leave2:06


