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A Cianna 
Greaves

First 2020 Presidential Debate: Did Anyone 

Win?

national political correspondent NPRLiasson, Mara

Last night’s Presidential Debate derailed into an unintelligible mess of cross-
talk, insults, and misinformation within minutes. Voters were reminded that as 
long as Donald Trump is part of the political conversation, that conversation 
will be caustic, rude, and wildly unfocused.

NPR national political correspondent Mara Liasson joins Tom to analyze last 
night's confrontation and what we might expect when the two candidates meet 
again.
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9/29/2020

AB Rob Sivak"The Socialist Awakening" by John Judis

author, historian, editor-at-large Talking Points memoJudis, John

Tom's guest is journalist John Judis, an editor-at-large at Talking Points Memo 
and the author of many books.  He’s just out with the third in a trilogy of books 
he's written for Columbia University's Columbia Global Reports that examines 
three potent political movements that have shaped, and continue to shape, the 
world we live in: populism, nationalism and socialism. Judis' first book in the 
trilogy, The Populist Explosion, was published in 2016. He followed it with The 
Nationalist Revival in 2018.  And coinciding with another election cycle, the 
third book, published today, is called The Socialist Awakening: What’s 
Different Now About the Left.
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C Cianna 
Greaves

Balttimore City School's 2020 Teacher of the 

Year

7-8 Grade English teacher, coach City Springs Middle SchoolOroke, Wyatt

Tom’s guest is Wyatt Oroke, an English teacher at City Springs Elementary 
and Middle School in East Baltimore, and City School's 2020 Teacher of the 
Year.   

In addition to teaching English at City Springs, Mr. Oroke coaches boys 
basketball and girls volleyball and is active as a faculty leader.

Oroke is the recipient of several state and national awards for his teaching, 
including honors from Johns Hopkins University and the Maryland State 
Senate. 

As the Baltimore City Teacher of the Year, Mr. Oroke will now advance to the 
2020 Maryland State Teacher of the Year competition.  He is one of 7 finalists 
in that competition.  The Maryland State Department of Education will 
announce the winner next week.
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AB Rob SivakRep. Kweisi Mfume, Democrat for MD 7th 

District

Democratic congressman, 
Maryland's 3rd District

US House of RepresentativesMfume, Rep. Kweisi

Today, it’s another installment in our series of Conversations with the 
Candidates.  

Tom's guest is Congressman Kweisi Mfume, who represents Maryland’s 7th 
District .  Mfume won a special election in April to fill the vacancy left by the 
death of his long-time friend, Congressman Elijah Cummings.  He bested a 
large field of Democrats in a June’s primary and now, as he did last spring, 
Congressman Mfume is running against Republican nominee Kimberly Klacik.  
He won their last race decisively. 

Congressman Mfume previously represented the 7th district  from 1987 to 
1996, before leaving Congress to head up the NAACP.  The seat he vacated in 
1996 was filled by Elijah Cummings. 

Rep. Mfume will turn 72 years old next month.  He is married to Dr. Tiffany 
McMillan, an Assistant Vice President at Morgan State University. They live in 
Southwest Baltimore.

Congressman Kweisi Mfume joins us on Zoom.

Listeners are welcome to join the conversation.
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C Rob Sivak"MASKerade": BCF Ar Fundraiser, LGBTQ 

Community

PNC banker, co-chair, LGBTQ Fund Baltimore Community Foundation

fitness coach, development chair 
LGBTQ Fund

Baltimore Community Foundation

McNeil, Franklin

Kaplan, Jon Adler

Tom's guests now are two activists in the LGBTQ+ community who have 
organized a unique event to fund organizations that are helping their 
community to cope with COVID 19.  Jon Adler Kaplan is the development chair 
of the LGBTQ+ Fund at the Baltimore Community Foundation.  Franklin 
McNeil is the co-chair of the Fund.
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9/25/2020

A Rob SivakNewsWrap: Trump Sparks Election Fears

White House, DOJ correspondent CBS NewsReid, Paula

It’s the Midday Newswrap.  The late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg continues to make history.  She is lying in state at the Capitol at this 
hour, the first woman to be so honored. 

President Trump is expected to announce his nominee for Justice Ginsburg’s 
replacement tomorrow.

Last night, in Baltimore, and in cities around the country, protests continued 
expressing outrage over the police killing of Breonna Taylor in Louisville last 
March. 

And on Wednesday afternoon in the White House Briefing Room, in an 
astonishing statement, President Trump would not commit to a peaceful 
transfer of power after the election in November.  His comments, made in an 
exchange with Playboy Magazine reporter Brian Karem, have raised a political 
furor and stoked new fears that America's constitutionally guaranteed 
presidential transition process could be in for a rough ride this November.

Joining Tom via Zoom to discuss the controversy is Paula Reid, who covers 
the White House and the Justice Department for CBS News.
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B Cianna 
Greaves

Local Child Care Providers Coping with 

COVID

executive director Open Door, a non-profit child care 
provider

Hilson, Anita

As coronavirus metrics continue to improve in Maryland and growing numberrs 
of parents are heading back to workplaces, many are struggling to find child 
care. 

Tom talks with Anita Hilson, Executive Director of the non-profit child care 
provider Open Door, about the challenges area parents are facing in accessing 
safe and affordable childcare amid the continuing pandemic.  

You can find more information about Baltimore County’s Child Care 
Scholarship (CCS) Program on the Baltimore County Government website.
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C Rob SivakRousuck's Review

theater critic indepenent vendor/WYPRRousuck, J. Wynn

Midday theater critic J. Wynn Rousuck joins Tom today with a review of new 
works by two established theater companies who've taken novel approaches 
to their pandemic-proscribed craft. 

In Single Carrot Theatre's "Keep Off the Grass: [a guide to something]" the 
itinerant company has found a way to do a real-live theater production without 
violating COVID-19 public health restrictions. Single Carrot describes the 
piece, devised by the ensemble and co-directed by Alix Fenhagen and B. 
Kleymeyer, as "an outdoor, walking audio play [that] weaves original folktales 
with visual performances (at a distance) to delve into the ethical questions that 
we grapple with..."

Playwright Lola Pierson, with Acme Corporation, an innovative Baltimore 
theater company, has written and produced an unusual piece called The 
Institute for Counterfeit Memory: A play in a box. Each ticketed audience 
member receives a small box to open at home. The box contains various 
items, including a tiny mp3 player with audio files and earbuds, a music box, a 
mirror, some printed cards, a candle jar to illuminate a photographic slide, and 
other objects which are meant to be used according to the audio instructions.  
The interaction provides the user with a unique and moving narrative 
experience…
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AB

C

Rob SivakBreonna Taylor Protests/"Race Man"

reporter, Kentucky Center for 
Invest. Reporting

WFPL 89.3 FM Louisville Public Media

Bond's spouse, board member, Southern Poverty Law Center

journalist, historian, author, editor "Race Man"

Bennett, Jared

Pamela Horowitz

Long, Michael G

We begin today with a news update from Louisville, Kentucky.  Yesterday 
afternoon, Daniel Cameron, the Attorney General of Kentucky, and a judge, 
announced that a grand jury had decided NOT to indict two of the police 
officers who killed 26 year-old Breonna Taylor last March. News of the grand 
jury decision sparked loud protests in Louisville, and many other cities across 
the nation.  Two Louisville police officer were reported to have been injured by 
gunfire Wednesday night, and the city remains under a 9pm-6:30am curfew.  
For a live update on the situation, we’re joined by Jared Bennett. He is a 
reporter with Louisville Public Media’s WFPL (89.3 FM) and the Kentucky 
Center for Investigative Reporting. Bennett joins us on the phone from 
Louisville.

Then, Tom spends the rest of the hour remembering Julian Bond, a civil rights 
icon and an influential and compelling voice for equality and justice.  He had a 
long career as an activist, a legislator, and a teacher.  Bond was a prolific 
writer and speaker, and it is striking to read his work from the 1960s on, and 
realize that, as with the case of Breonna Taylor, so many of the issues Julian 
Bond organized around for more than 50 years remain unresolved today…
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A Rob SivakThe Ginsburg Vacancy: Why We Should Fill 

It Now

conservative attorney, adjunct 
scholar,

Cato InstituteGrossman, Andrew

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who passed away from cancer last Friday, is 
lying in repose at the Supreme Court at this hour.  On Friday, Justice Ginsburg 
will lie in state at the Capitol.  She will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery 
next Tuesday, the day after Yom Kippur.

And on Saturday, President Trump will announce his nomination for her 
replacement on the court.  It does appear now that Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has enough votes among Republicans to move that 
nomination forward, over the objections of Democrats who say that, in 
accordance with public opinion polls and given the proximity of the election, the 
choice should be made by whoever wins in November…
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BC Cianna 
Greaves

Whatcha' Got Cookin? CanRestaurants 

Survive COVID?

chef, co-founder and owner Gertrude's Chesapeake Kitchen / BMAShields, John

It’s been six months since restaurants in Maryland were forced to shut down 
because of the coronavirus. The cessation of in-person dining lasted through 
most of the spring.  Some restrictions were eased at the end of May. As of last 
week, restaurants are allowed to have 75% capacity in their dining rooms. 

But despite their best efforts, much damage has been done.  Thousands of 
restaurants have permanently closed their doors, leaving millions of restaurant 
workers unemployed.   As the industry focuses on recovery, what will the 
future of dining-out look like?  

Tom’s guest is Chef and author John Shields. He is the proprietor, along with 
John Gilligan, of Gertrude’s Chesapeake Kitchen at the Baltimore Museum of 
Art.
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A Rob SivakUB Law Dean Ron Weich: Wait To Fill 

Ginsburg' Seat

Dean, School of Law University of BaltimoreWeich, Ron

The battle lines are being drawn around the timing of a Senate vote to confirm 
a nominee for the Supreme Court to replace Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
who passed away from cancer last Friday.  The iconic jurist will lie in repose at 
the Supreme Court tomorrow and Thursday.  On Friday, Justice Ginsburg will 
lie in state at the Capitol.  She will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery 
next Tuesday, the day after Yom Kippur.

And on Saturday, President Trump will announce his nomination for her 
replacement on the court.  It does appear now that there is enough support 
among Republicans to move that nomination forward.

Tomorrow on Midday, I’ll speak with Andrew Grossman, an adjunct scholar at 
the Cato Institute.  He’ll argue that the Senate should move ahead with the 
confirmation of President Trump’s nominee to the High Court and not wait until 
after the November 3rd general election.  Today, we hear from a legal scholar 
who argues that the Senate should wait until after the election, which is just 42 
days away.

Ronald Weich is the Dean of the School of Law at the University of Baltimore.  
He’s held that post since 2012.  Before that, he served as an assistant attorney 
general in the Justice Department during the Obama Administration.  Dean 
Weich joins Tom on Zoom to discuss his view, which he articulated in a 
weekend OpEd piece in the Baltimore Sun, that the Ginsburg vacancy on the 
Court should be the next president's to fill.
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BC Cianna 
Greaves, 
Kathleen 
Cahill

"We're Better Than This" Elijah Cummings 

Memoir

spouse of Elijah, political 
consultant, co-writer

"We're Better Than This." (w/James 
Dale)

Cummings, Maya 
Rockeymoore

Tom’s guest is Dr. Maya Rockeymoore Cummings.  She’s a political 
consultant and the widow of the late Rep. Elijah Cummings, who served in 
Congress for two and a half decades, and who called Maya his soul mate, in 
his words, "for 11 years of marriage and an eternity of connection."   

In the final year of his life, before he passed away last October, Elijah 
Cummings worked on a memoir with the writer James Dale. It’s called We’re 
Better Than This: My Fight for the Future of Our Democracy.
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AB

C

Rob SivakThe Ginsburg Vacancy/Battle for the Senate

former editorial writer, Balt Sun, 
author

"Dereliction of Duty:The Failed 
Presidency of DJT"

congressional correspondent NPR

Hill, Fred

Davis, Susan

Today on Midday on Politics, we assess the state of Senate races around the 
country, in light of the death on Friday of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.  How will her passing and the fight over her successor affect the 
composition of the United States Senate, and the 2020 presidential election?  

Twenty-one Republican incumbent senators are on the ballot.  There are three 
open seats currently held by Republicans.  Eleven Democratic incumbents 
face re-election.  There’s one open seat currently held by a Democrat, in New 
Mexico. 

If Democrats win three or four seats currently held by the GOP, they will take 
control of the upper chamber.  Two Democrats, Doug Jones of Alabama and 
Gary Peters of Michigan are considered vulnerable, and if they lose, the magic 
number for Democrats is possibly higher.

Some polls suggest that Republicans in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Colorado, Montana, Iowa, and elsewhere could be displaced come November. 

Tom's two guests today help us take a closer look at these battleground 
contests for Senate control, and examine how the outcomes may be 
influenced by the epic Senate battle ahead over the new vacancy on the 
Supreme Court
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A Rob SivakNewswrap: Jerry Seib on the Week in Politics

author,We Should've Seen It 
Coming; ExecDCeditor,

WallStreet JournalSeib, Gerald "Jerry" 
F.

It’s the Midday Newswrap, our review of the week's top news developments.  
On Tuesday night, President Trump left the safe cocoon of Fox News and 
submitted to a nationally broadcast Town Hall meeting on ABC television. At 
Constitution Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, an audience of undecided 
voters and host George Stephanopoulos challenged the President, who often 
contradicted his own previous statements on a number of issues.  At a press 
conference Wednesday afternoon, the President directly contradicted the 
Senate testimony of Robert Redfield, the head of the CDC, about the 
prospects for a vaccine. 

Last night, CNN hosted a drive-in Town Hall with the Democratic presidential 
nominee, former Vice President Joe Biden, at a minor league baseball field in 
Scranton, PA.  Polls show Biden still in the lead, but the race is tightening. 

Tom's guest for the Newswrap today is Jerry Seib.  He’s the Executive 
Washington Editor and columnist for the Wall Street Journal, and the author of 
We Should Have Seen it Coming: From Reagan to Trump-A Front Row Seat 
to a Political Revolution.

Jerry Seib joins Tom on Zoom.
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BC Cianna 
Greaves

"Come and Be Shocked": Baltimore's ID in 

Media

cultural historian Rutgers UniversityRizzo, Dr. Mary

Whose Baltimore do we see on TV and in film?  In her new book, historian Dr. 
Mary Rizzo examines how our city’s long-standing racial and economic divide 
has influenced the art that comes from here, and how public policy shapes the 
way artists choose to depict Baltimore in their work.  It’s called Come and Be 
Shocked: Baltimore Beyond John Waters And The Wire.

Mary Rizzo will be part of the Enoch Pratt Library’s Writer’s Live Series next 
Tuesday. You can find more information on the Enoch Pratt Library website.  

Dr. Mary Rizzo, is a cultural historian at Rutgers University, who has a special 
interest in how cities are represented in media and the arts.
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AB

C

Rob Sivak, 
Kathleen 
cahill

Robert Reich's "The System"

author, professor of public policy University of California, BerkeleyReich, Robert

Tom's guest today is Robert B. Reich.  He’s a busy and distinguished guy.  He 
served in three administrations, including as Labor Secretary during Bill 
Clinton’s presidency.  He’s a professor of Public Policy at the University of 
California, Berkeley, a columnist for Newsweek and The Guardian, an award-
winning filmmaker, the founder of the non-profit educational enterprise called 
Inequality Media, and a frequent presence on television and in the 
blogosphere. 

He’s also the author of 18 books, the latest of which is called "The System: 
Who Rigged It, How We Fix It."  It's a kind of open letter to Jamie Dimon, the 
CEO of the largest bank on Wall Street, JP Morgan Chase.  Dimon is also the 
Chair of the Business Roundtable, a group of nearly 200 of the nation’s most 
powerful and influential CEOs.  Mr. Dimon and his fellow bankers were largely 
responsible for the economic catastrophe that gripped the US and the world in 
2008, in which the total net worth of American households dropped by $11 
trillion dollars…
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AB

C

CiannaMK Asante on Politics, Education, Black 

Youth

musician, rapper, author podcaster While Black, Free TuitionAsante, MK

MK Asante is the author of the critically acclaimed 2013 memoir, Buck, which 
traces his rise from North Philly hustler to distinguished professor. 

Six years on, he remains on the cutting edge of how people are telling the story 
of the Black experience in America. In his latest endeavor as the host and 
executive producer of two Snapchat original series: While Black and Free 
Tuition,  Asante harnesses social media to create a forum for Black youth to 
discuss the issues of their day including, police brutality, politics, and education.

MK Asante joins Tom for the hour on Zoom, from his home in Baltimore.
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AB

C

Rob SivakBob Wallace , Independent for Baltimore 

Mayor

independent mayoral candidate BITHGROUP Technologies, 
Bithenergy,EntreTeach

Wallace, Bob

There are 49 days to go until the November 3rd elections. Among the many 
contests voters will be deciding will be the race for Baltimore mayor.  In 
addition to Brandon Scott, the Democratic nominee, and Shannon Wright, the 
Republican, voters will also have a Working Class Party candidate, David 
Harding, and a former Republican who is running as an independent, 
Baltimore businessman Bob Wallace.  The 63-year old Cherry Hill native, who 
founded and runs three local companies, says he wants to become Baltimore's 
"mayor-preneur," and to give Baltimoreans a real choice in leadership after a 
half-century of Democrat control of City Hall.

Today, Bob Wallace joins Tom for the hour on Zoom to discuss his 
independent mayoral campaign, in another of our continuing series of 
Conversations with the Candidates.  We also welcome calls, emails and 
tweets from listeners with comments and questions for Mr. Wallace.
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AB

C

Cianna 
Greaves

Racial Wealth Gap:Business/Housing Equity

President, CEO Associated Black Charities

fellow, Brookings Institution; author Know Your Price: Valuing Black Lives 
and Property

Bell-McKoy, Diane

Perry, Andre

Today on Midday: economic inequity in business and in housing.  The 
Coronavirus has been a double whammy Black and ethnic communities.  A 
disproportionate number of people of color have been infected and have died 
from illness related to COVID 19. 

Economic assistance to Black-owned businesses has lagged far behind the 
help given to White firms.  The Baltimore Business Journal reports that 600 
businesses in predominantly Black areas of Baltimore received forgivable 
loans in the Payroll Protection Program.  But only 45 were minority owned.

Tom speaks with Diane Bell-McKoy, president and CEO of Associated Black 
Charities; and  Andre Perry, a Brookings scholar and the author of, Know Your 
Price: Valuing Black Lives and Property in America’s Black Cities.
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AB Cianna 
Greaves

Racial Disparities in JuvenileJustice

Secretary, MD Department of Juvenile Services

director, Choice Program, University of MD Baltimore County

Abed, Sam

Ford, Eric

Black youth are incarcerated at rates that are significantly higher than white 
kids, who are more likely to be directed to community service and counseling 
programs.

Today on Midday, Tom's guests discuss their efforts to re-direct young people 
who are entangled in the criminal justice system, and to provide alternative 
pathways for Baltimore’s high-risk youth:

Sam Abed is the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services.   
Eric Ford is the director of UMBC’s Choice Program, which works to prevent 
the disproportionate incarceration of minority youth through advocacy and 
community engagement.

Sec. Abed and Mr. Ford join us on Zoom.
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B-C Cianna 
Greaves

"Monogamy" : Susan Miler's Portrait of 

Familial Fr

novelist, author,2 "Monogamy"Miller, Sue

Tom’s guest is the best-selling author, Sue Miller.  She’s written a dozen 
novels and a memoir which have been translated and published in more than 
20 countries around the world. 

Her latest novel "Monogamy" is a portrait of a decades-long marriage, a 
marriage full of passion, and problems.  It’s a trenchant take on the 
complications that attend all relationships, the fragility of family, the 
complexities of friendship, and devastating consequences when closely-held 
secrets are revealed.
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9/10/2020

A Rob SivakBob Woodward's "Rage" & the Ethics of 

Trump Expose

journalist, media critic Washington PostWemple, Erik

Excerpts from Bob Woodward’s new book, Rage, have raised harrowing 
questions about President Donald Trump’s prevarication to the public about 
the lethality of the COVID-19 virus, and his lack of action to control the 
pandemic. As the book reveals in great detail, Mr. Trump knew as early as late 
January just how serious and how transmissible the virus is, even as he 
downplayed the virus' threat in his public statements.

That shocking revelation -- coming as the US death toll from COVID-19 nears 
200,000 -- also raises questions about Woodward’s decision to withhold the 
information he had about the virus, and important national security matters, 
until now.  Others have done the same thing.  Is it the right thing to do?

Erik Wemple, the media critic for the Washington Post, joins Tom on Zoom to 
discuss the issues surrounding Woodward's controversial new exposé of the 
Trump presidency.
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BC Rob SivakMidday @TheMovies: Top 

Streamers/Reopening Cinemas

film critic Washington Post

founding director Maryland Film Festival (and The 
Parkway)

co-owner, Charles and Senator Theaters, 
Baltimore

Hornaday, Ann

Dietz, Jed

Lyon, Kathleen

It's another edition of Midday at the Movies, our monthly look at films and 
filmmaking. Tom is joined today on Zoom by our movie maven regulars: Ann 
Hornaday, film critic for the Washington Post and author of Talking Pictures: 
How to Watch Movies; and Jed Dietz, founding director of the Maryland Film 
Festival and a leading player in the restoration of the historic Parkway theater 
on North Avenue.

Among the new films spotlighted today are Tenet and The Personal History of 
David Copperfield (both showing on the big screen this week at The Senator); 
and these virtual (theatrical streaming) films: Palm Springs; Bill and Ted Face 
the Music; I'm Thinking of Ending Things; Kajillionaire; and the documentaries, 
The Fight, A Thousand Cuts, Desert One, and Coup 53.

A little later in the hour, Tom talks with Kathleen Lyon, the co-owner of 
Baltimore's venerable Senator and Charles Theaters, about the Senator's 
reopening last weekend, after being shuttered by the pandemic for the past six 
months. Lyon says plans are in the works for the re-opening of the Charles, 
which continues to host a virtual schedule of films.
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9/9/2020

A Rob SivakReporter's Notebook

State House reporter WYPR News

founding editor Maryland Matters

Baye, Rachel

Kurtz, Josh

Today on Midday, it's another Reporters' Notebook edition, as Tom surveys 
some of the top local and regional news developments with two of the best 
journalists on the scene: Rachel Baye and Josh Kurtz.  

WYPR State House reporter Rachel Baye joins Tom first to discuss Maryland 
Governor Larry Hogan's plans to move the state to a Phase 3 reopening; how 
the governor's thinking on COVID-19 has evolved since the pandemic's onset 
in the spring; the sharp differences in the approach to pandemic reopenings 
being taken by Baltimore City and Anne Arundel counties, for example; and 
why a large number of Catholic school teachers say they are quitting…
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C

Cianna 
Greaves

Healthwatch with Dr. Leana Wen:COVID 

/Public Trust

, CNN commentato, physician, 
public health prof.

George Washington UniversityWen, Dr. Leana

It’s the Midday Healthwatch with Dr. Leana Wen. 

Yesterday, representatives of nine major drug companies signed a pledge 
promising not to file for federal approval of a Coronavirus vaccine without 
subjecting their drugs to long accepted scientific and ethical standards and 
clinical trials.  

Usually, we put our trust in institutions like the CDC and the FDA to oversee 
the safety and efficacy in medicine and the food supply.  With nearly 190,000 
pandemic deaths and 6.3 million infections nationwide, has that trust been 
eroded?

Dr. Wen is an emergency physician and public health professor at George 
Washington University. She is a contributing columnist for The Washington 
Post and a CNN medical analyst. She served as Baltimore's Health 
Commissioner from 2015-2018.
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9/8/2020

BC Kathleen 
Cahill, Rob 
Sivak

Higher Ed:U.of MD Pres. Darryll J. Pines

president University of MarylandPines, Darryll J.

Now, another installment of Midday on Higher Education, our occasional series 
of conversations with the leadership of the region's colleges and universities. 

Tom's guest today is Dr. Darryll J. Pines.  He was appointed earlier this year to 
be the 34th President of the University of Maryland, an office he assumed on 
July 1st.  President Pines holds three degree in engineering, including a 
doctorate from MIT, and he’s been on the faculty at College Park for more than 
two decades, serving most recently as the Dean of the Engineering School. 

President Darryll Pines joins Tom on Zoom to talk about how the University of 
Maryland is confronting the twin challenges of the viral pandemic and the 
national reckoning on racial justice. Dr. Pines explains how the pandemic has 
delayed the start of in-person instruction until September 14, and how he 
hopes to implement his ambitious 12-point plan for the university's future.
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AB

C

Cianna 
Greaves

Black Psychology:Assessing Racism's Toll 

on Blacks

clinical psychologist, Chair of Clin. 
Psych

Saybrook University (Pasadena, CA)Jackson, Dr. Theopia

 (This program originally aired August 11, 2020)

Today, we revisit a conversation Tom had in August with the woman who 
heads a group of African American psychologists whose approach to 
counseling and therapy is centered in the traditions of Africa and the African 
diaspora.  

 How do the mental health needs of African Americans differ from those of 
Whites and other ethnicities?  What approaches to treatment can be employed 
that address the particular challenges caused by COVID 19 in the Black 
community?  Can Black psychology be used as a tool to confront institutional 
and systemic racism?  Tom's guest is Dr. Theopia Jackson.  She’s a licensed 
clinical psychologist and the President of The Association of Black 
Psychologists.  She is Co-Chair of the Department of Humanistic & Clinical 
Psychology and Chair of the Clinical Psychology degree program at Saybrook 
University in Pasadena, California.  She recently relocated to Maryland after 
30+ years of practice in the Bay Area.  Dr. Jackson joined us via Zoom.
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AB

C

Cianna 
Greaves

Eddie Glaude on James Baldwin: "Begin 

Again"

professor, chair, Dept of African-
American Studies

Primceton UniversityGlaude, Eddie

(This program originally aired August 4, 2020)

When the novelist, journalist, playwright and activist James Baldwin died in 
1987, his place in the panoply of great American writers was assured.   He is 
remembered as one of the most eloquent observers of the Black experience, 
and an insightful and compelling critic of racial inequality.  He was prolific and 
provocative, and one of the most important and invigorating public intellectuals 
of his time. 

Dr. Eddie Glaude is one of the most important and invigorating public 
intellectuals of our time.  He is the Chair of the Department of African 
American Studies at Princeton University, and a former president of the 
American Academy of Religion.  In addition to many scholarly books and 
articles, he enjoys a wide audience as a contributor to MSNBC, and for his 
essays in publications such as the New York Times, Time Magazine and the 
Huffington Post.

Eddie Glaude’s latest book draws on his imaginative reading of James Baldwin 
and his own trenchant observations about the current American moment, as a 
racist, demagogic president stands for re-election, and while protesters in 
cities across the nation cry out for the kind of equality Baldwin so eloquently 
demanded.  The book is called Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its 
Urgent Lessons for Our Own.  

Eddie Glaude joined us via Zoom…
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Five Years After Freddie Gray: What's 

Changed?

host, commentator, co-author "Five Days:The Fiery Reckoning of 
anAmerican City"

journalist, co-author "Five Days:The Fiery Reckoning of 
anAmerican City"

Moore, Wes

Green, Erica L.

The original version of this program aired on April 24, 2020.

Some call it “The Uprising.”  Some call it “the riots.”  Whatever your point of 
view, the paroxysm of destruction that followed the death in police custody of 
Freddie Gray, in late April, 2015, exposed old wounds, and created a host of 
new ones for our city.

Today, we revisit a conversation Tom had earlier this year with Wes Moore 
and Erica L. Green, two thoughtful observers of Baltimore who examined what 
happened at that critical moment in our city's history in their new book, called 
“Five Days: The Fiery Reckoning of an American City.”
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"The People,No":Thomas Frank's Ode to 

Populism

journalist, author "The People, No: A Brief History of 
Anti-Populism"

Frank, Thomas

This program was originally broadcast live on July 22, 2020.

 In his provocative new book, The People, No: A Brief History of Anti-Populism, 
Thomas Frank contends that most of our notions about populism are wrong.  
Today, “populism” is a term most often used to describe the racist and illiberal 
philosophies of Donald Trump and far right extremists in America and Europe.

But the real story of populism, says Mr. Frank, is rooted in a more enlightened 
and hopeful world view. In 1936, as the Great Depression ravaged American 
communities from coast to coast, the poet and Lincoln biographer Carl 
Sandburg published a book called The People, Yes.  Thomas Frank describes 
Sandburg’s mostly forgotten 300-page poem as "a full-throated celebration of 
ordinariness," and "the most eloquent evocation of Depression-era populism."  
Mr. Frank’s latest book is a full-throated defense of the wisdom of the common 
man and woman, and a sharp attack on those who have, since the 19th 
century, opposed and discredited Populism.
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Pandemic Sparks Anti-Chinese-American 

Racism

professor of psychology University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County

Cheah, Dr. Charissa

This program was originally broadcast live on July 16, 2020.

Asian Americans have infection rates that are slightly higher than whites, but 
for the Asian community, the deleterious effects of the Coronavirus pandemic 
also include an increase in xenophobia and anti-Asian racism.  

Dr. Charissa Cheah, and a group of professors at University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County have studied the prevalence of such racism against the 
Chinese-American community. She joins Tom with details of their findings. 

Dr. Charissa Cheah is a professor of psychology at UMBC. She received a 
National Science Foundation Rapid Response Research Award this spring to 
research the effects of racism toward the Chinese-American community during 
the pandemic. You can read the full report, COVID-19 Racism and Mental 
Health in Chinese American Families, here.
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Greaves

Dr. Ibram X. Kendi: "How to Be an Anti-

Racist"

founding director, AntiRacist 
Research/Policy Ctr

American UniversityKendi, Dr. Ibram X.

This program originally broadcast live on September 3, 2019.

Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, the founding director of the Antiracist Research and Policy 
Center at American University, joins Tom to discuss his latest book, How to Be 
an Antiracist.

A follow-up to "Stamped From the Beginning," his award-winning 2016 book 
about the origin of racist ideas,  Dr. Kendi’s latest offering is a pragmatic and 
instructive guide to fighting the roots of racism.
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Rob Sivak, 
Ciann 
Greaves

Adam Gopnik on the New Threats to 

Liberalism

staff writer, TheNew Yorker; author "A Thousand Small Sanities"Gopnik, Adam

(This program was originally broadcast live on  July 28, 2020)

Tom's guest is Adam Gopnik, a staff writer for The New Yorker Magazine for 
the past 34 years.  The author of numerous books, including eclectic essay 
collections and children's novels, Gopnik's latest is an homage to liberalism. 

The book explores liberalism's roots with the French Renaissance philosopher, 
Michel de Montaigne, and the so-called Age of Enlightenment, and traces its 
history through the present day.  Gopnik observes that liberalism was 
preceded by humanism and the affection for and elevation of a sense of 
community, forged around shared choices.  He calls it a fact-first philosophy 
with a feelings-first history.  It favors reform over revolution.  It is premised in 
love and empathy, and what he calls  “a belief that the sympathy that binds 
human society together can disconnect us from our clannish & suspicious 
past.”
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author, commentator, editor-at-large The Bulwark; Conversations w/Bill 
Kristol

Kristol, Bill

Last night, in a 70-minute speech to nearly 2000 loyalists seated tightly on the 
South Lawn of the White House, Donald Trump accepted the nomination of 
the Republican Party to seek re-election as President. It is a party he has 
changed dramatically, and some fear, irrevocably.  

Joining Tom with analysis of Mr. Trump’s speech and a recap of the four-day 
Republican National Convention is conservative political analyst Bill Kristol.  
From 1985 to 1993, Mr. Kristol served in the Ronald Reagan and George H.W. 
Bush administrations, and went on to found the influential conservative journal, 
The Weekly Standard.  He is currently an editor-at-large at The Bulwark, an 
independent journal of political analysis; a co-director of the conservative 
political advocacy group, Defending Democracy Together; and the host of 
Conversations with Bill Kristol, his online series of interviews with leading 
figures in American public life. 

Bill Kristol joins us on Zoom from his home in northern Virginia.
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C Rob SivakRobert Jones: "White Too Long" White Supr 

& Church

founder, CEO Public Religion Research InstituteJones, Robert

Tom's next guest today is the founder and CEO of the Public Religion 
Research Institute, Robert P. Jones.  In 2016, Dr. Jones published a critically 
acclaimed book called The End of White Christian America.  He’s followed that 
up with a timely and thoughtful peroration on racism in American Christianity. 
From splits in American Protestantism over slavery, to the unshakable support 
of Evangelicals for Donald Trump, Jones traces how racial intolerance has 
been a constant in American Christianity for generations.  The book is called 
White Too Long: The Legacy of White Supremacy in American Christianity.

On Wednesday, September 2 at 4pm, Robert Jones will be speaking about the 
book in an on-line event sponsored by the Institute for Islamic, Christian and 
Jewish Studies.  For more information on the event, click here.

Dr. Robert Jones joins us now, on Zoom…
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Repub. Conv Recap, with Rep. Andy Harris

US Congressman, MD 1st District Republican PartyHarris, Rep. Andy

On Night Three of the 2020 Republican National Convention, Vice President 
Mike Pence used Fort McHenry here in Baltimore as the back drop for his re-
nomination acceptance speech, in which he seemed to suggest that the 
country is being overrun with anarchy and violence.  President Trump attended 
the address, and greeted the invited crowd afterwards.  The President is slated 
to speak tonight, from the White House. 

Rep. Andy Harris (MD-1) joins Tom with analysis.
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COVID-19 & the Flu Season: Get A Flu Shot!

Exec dir Biocontainment, Infection 
Prevention

Johns Hopkins Health SystemMaragakis, Dr. Lisa

Today on Midday, an update on Coronavirus mitigation efforts including, what 
to know about getting your flu shot, and how a change to CDC testing 
guidelines could impact the fight against the virus. 

Dr. Lisa Maragakis is the executive director of the Hopkins Biocontainment 
Unit and the senior director of Infection Prevention at the Johns Hopkins 
Health System.  She’s also an Associate Professor of Medicine at the School 
of Medicine.
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"Anatomy of Wings" Doc about Young Black 

Women

filmmaker, co-director "Anatomy of Wings"

filmmaker, co-director "Anatomy of Wings"

Hollander, Kirsten 
D'Andrea

Redmond, Nikiea

The lives of a group of African American girls from Baltimore are the focus a 
new documentary set to premier next week at the 2020 Black Femme 
Supremacy Film Festival. 

The film is called ‘Anatomy of Wings’ and it profiles 10 Dunbar Middle School 
students as they participate in a mentorship program called ‘Finding Your 
Wings.' 

Over the course of the film, we watch the teens grow into womanhood, 
meeting the challenges of their teenage years against a backdrop of poverty, 
violence and systemic inequity.  

Filmmakers Kirsten D’Andrea Hollander and Nikiea Redmond talk with Tom 
about their experiences making the film, and the bonds that were created.
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Cianna 
Greaves

"Say It Louder": Tiffany Race on the Black 

Vote

author, commentator, fellow Harvard Kennedy School/Inst. Of 
Politics

Cross, Tiffany

The intersection of race, politics and media is a sticky and complicated place 
to be, and that’s precisely where Tiffany D. Cross plants herself in her terrific 
new book, "Say it Louder! Black Voters, White Narratives and Saving Our 
Democracy."

Tiffany D. Cross is an on-air political analyst and cable news veteran and the 
founder of The Beat, DC. Now, she’s a resident fellow at the Harvard Kennedy 
School’s Institute of Politics.

Ms. Cross joins Tom for a conversation about race, politics and the media.  
And we welcome your questions and comments.
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Cianna 
Greaves, 
Kathleen 
Cahill

Closing the Distance:Sonja Santelises on 

Reopenin

president, CEO Baltimore City Public SchoolsSantelises, Dr. Sonja

Earlier this month, Baltimore City Public Schools presented its plan for remote 
learning. The plan lays out the district's virtual learning model, and offers a 
look at future hybrid learning models that blend online and in-person instruction.

Dr. Sonja Santelises, CEO of Baltimore City Public Schools, joins Tom for the 
hour to discuss how the district will try to keep kids on track with their 
education, while keeping them, their teachers and their families safe.
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Rob Sivak"She Proclaims:" Jen Palmieri's Feminist 

Manifesto

Democratic political operative, 
author

"She Proclaims:Our Declar. Indep 
from a Man'sWorld

Palmieri, Jennifer

My guest today is a seasoned veteran of both campaigning and governing.  
Jennifer Palmieri served two Presidents over a period of 12 years in the White 
House, and she’s been part of five presidential campaigns, including Hillary 
Clinton’s run in 2016, in which she was the Communications Director.
Like many other businesses, the business of politics is dominated by white 
men.  Jennifer Palmieri’s new book is a manifesto and how-to guide for women 
who operate in a male-centric environment.  It’s called She Proclaims: Our 
Declaration of Independence from a Man’s World. 
Jennifer Palmieri joins us on Zoom…
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Greaves

Bakari Sellers on the Conventionn & the 

Fight Ahea

attorney, political commentator, 
analyst6

CNNSellers, Bakari

Joe Biden accepted his party’s nomination to be their standard bearer in 
November on the fourth and final night of the 2020 Democratic National 
Convention.   

With less than 90 days left in the campaign, recent polls have Biden leading 
the President by a substantial margin. Will that lead hold, and will Republicans, 
who get their chance to make their case next week, be able to parry the 
Democrats’ attacks and tighten the race?

Guest: 

Bakari Sellers is an attorney and CNN Political Analyst. He is a former 
Democratic member of the South Carolina House of Representatives, and 
author of the book, My Vanishing Country: A Memoir.
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BC Rob SivakNew Virtual Theater Works

founder and artistic director Everyman Theatre

theater crtitic independent vendor, WYPR

Lancisi, Vincent

Rousuck, J. Wynn

It’s been more than five months since Governor Larry Hogan declared a state 
of emergency because of the Coronavirus pandemic.  As we’ve discussed 
here on Midday several times, the arts have been particularly hobbled by 
restrictions related to COVID-19.  

 Today, we'll hear first about one of the ways Baltimore’s Everyman Theater 
has adapted to the new normal:  they’ve attached themselves to a city-
sponsored film festival.  The Baltimore City Office of Equity and Civil Rights is 
hosting the Fair Housing Film Festival from August 24 to 28, and Everyman’s 
entry is a live theater event, The House That Holds Us, a virtual evening of 
theatrical readings, scenes, and monologues that examines the housing 
experience in Baltimore. 

Joining Tom via Zoom to talk about the new work is Vincent Lancisi. He is the 
founder and Artistic Director of the Everyman Theatre. 

 The House That Holds Us streams live next Friday, August 28, at 7:00pm. 
Follow the event link for more information on how to connect...

 Then, we take a broader view of the coronavirus-affected theater scene, in 
which companies are restricted to presenting their work on-line.  But that 
restriction hasn’t prevented the arts community from producing a wide range of 
innovative theater. 

Midday theater critic J. Wynn Rousuck joins Tom via Skype to suggest some 
new virtual theater offerings you might want to check out….

12507

Tom Hall



WYPR / Midday Program Log

8/20/2020

A Cianna 
Greaves

Recap: Night 3 of 2020 Dem Convention

host of the Grio , political science 
professor

Fordham UniversityGreer, Christina

On Night Three of the Democratic National Convention, Sen. Kamala Harris 
made history, Barack Obama sounded an alarm about the future of 
democracy, and a diverse array of women gave testimonials about gun control, 
immigration, child care, climate change and domestic violence.

Political scientist Dr. Christina Greer of Fordham University and The Grio joins 
Tom with analysis.Greer
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Despite COVID, Jobs Abound in Baltimore 

Region

Host, WYPR Morn Econ report; 
CEO

Sage Policy Group

PR Communications Specialist Amazon Operations

Human resource Business partner Giant Food

Basu, Anirban

Johnson-Norman, 
Courtney

Logan, Kendra

Amazon and Giant Food are just two among scores of employers, large and 
small, now hiring aggressively in the Baltimore region and beyond...

Anirban Basu CEO Sage Policy Group with Courtney Johnson Norman of 
Amazon Operations and Kendra Logan of Giant Food.
We’ll hear about some of those employment opportunities today as Tom talks 
first with Anirban Basu, an economist and CEO of the Sage Policy Group, an 
economic and policy consulting company he founded 16 years ago.  He’s also 
the host of the Morning Economic Report, heard daily here on WYPR.

Then, Tom is joined by Courtney Johnson-Norman, a communications 
specialist with Amazon Operations, which runs the company’s four Maryland 
fulfillment centers; and later, by Kendra Logan, a Human Resource Business 
Partner for Giant Food.  Both guests describe an abundance of job openings at 
their companies and how job seekers can apply.

All Tom’s guests today joined him via Zoom.
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Rob SivakJohn Waters memoir: "Mr. Know-It-All"

filmmakers, artist, author Mr. Iknow It All:Tarnished Wisdom of 
a Filth Elder

Waters, John

Tom's guest for the hour today is the celebrated Baltimore-based artist, John 
Waters.  He’s the director of 16 films, the author of nine books, a visual artist 
with museum shows to his credit, a spoken-word artist, an actor, and most 
recently, a pitchman for haute couture. 

His latest book, published last year and now out in paperback, is called Mr. 
Know-It-All: The Tarnished Wisdom of a Filth Elder.

It's part memoir, part advice column, and part peroration on the passing 
parade.  It’s a fascinating, funny, and insightful commentary on subjects as 
disparate as the nature of celebrity, and the snobbishness of restaurants, the 
art market and architecture, and it’s an often deeply personal take on the 
importance of family and friends.  Waters offers a behind-the-scenes look at 
the sausage-making of his movies, from his transgressive cult classics to his 
mainstream hits. And he ruminates unstintingly on his successes and his 
mistakes during a long career in which he has reinvented himself multiple 
times. 

John Waters joins Tom on the phone from Provincetown, Massachusetts.  
Calls, emails and tweets are welcomed.
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Rob SivakProblems with the Postal Service:What's 

Happening?

business reporter Washington Post

city reporter WYPR News

MD Congressman (D., 2nd Dist.) US House of Representatives

Bogage, Jacob

Sullivan, Emily

Ruppersberger, C.A. 
Dutch

Late last month, the general counsel of the Postal Service sent letters to 46 
states and the District of Columbia in which he answered that question, “No.”  
He said there is a risk that mailed ballots may not arrive in time.  Postmaster 
General, Louis DeJoy – a Trump donor who took office in mid-June – has 
ordered sweeping staff and operational changes at the Post Office that have 
already significantly slowed nationwide mail service.  President Trump has said 
he opposes emergency funding for the Post Office because it will support 
voting by mail...  

 House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has called Congress back from recess on 
Saturday to demand answers from the Postmaster General, and to pass 
legislation that would prohibit any service cutbacks ahead of the elections.  
Louis DeJoy will appear before the Senate Homeland and Governmental 
Affairs Committee on Friday.  He is scheduled to appear before the House 
Oversight Committee on Monday.  

And today, Maryland Attorney General Brian Frosh announced that Maryland 
has joined with a group of more than a dozen other states that are suing the 
U.S. Postal Service to reverse “unlawful” cost-cutting moves that Frosh said 
represent the “most deceitful plan in American history to disrupt an American 
election.”
 
To help us understand what’s really going on at the US Postal Service, Tom is 
joined first by Washington Post business reporter Jacob Bogage, who has 
been leading the paper’s coverage of the problems at the Postal Service.  

Later in the hour, Tom talks with WYPR reporter Emily Sullivan about the 
Maryland lawmakers who teamed up at a news briefing yesterday with local 
postal-workers union officials to criticize the operational changes made by the 
new Postmaster General.

Then, Tom talks with Democratic Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger, who 
represents Maryland’s 2nd District.  He sits on the House Appropriations 
Committee, which funds the Postal Service. The Congressman has been 
critical of the postal service changes, and will be voting to roll them back in the 
emergency House bill now being drafted.
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KathleenHealthwatch with Dr. Leana Wen: Fast 

Testing?

former Baltimore Health Comm, 
Post columnist,

prof of health at GWU School of PHWen, Dr. Leana

It’s the Midday Healthwatch with Dr. Leana Wen. As the state of Maryland 
passes the 100,000 mark of confirmed COVID-19 cases, our state continues 
to see a low overall positivity rate for COVID-19 infections. Last week, the 
positivity rate in Baltimore City fell below 5%, according to the state Health 
Department. But the national picture is much more grim.  Last Thursday, Dr. 
Robert Redfield, the director of the CDC, warned that without adherence to 
Coronavirus precautions, the worst public health crisis in US history could 
occur in the fall. 

Several hundred cases of Coronavirus have been reported around the country 
among students, teachers and staff at schools that have reopened, and 
worldwide, some 800 million children don’t have access to basic hand washing 
at school, according to the World Health Organization. School districts in and 
around Baltimore will be opening virtually for the first term. President Trump 
continues to state falsehoods about children and COVID-19 – and to urge 
schools to open for in-person learning. Testing, with results delivered 
accurately and quickly, remains the key to responding to super spreader 
events in schools and elsewhere.  And for children and adults who need to be 
tested, what’s the best kind of test to get? 

Dr. Wen is an emergency physician and the former Health Commissioner of 
Baltimore City. She’s also a columnist for the Washington Post and a visiting 
professor and a distinguished fellow at the George Washington University 
School of Public Health.
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Greaves

 How K-12 SchoolsTeach Black History

Rabkey Regents Prof of History University of Texas, Austin

Host, Teaching Hard History 
podcast;  prof history

Ohio State University

assoc prof at U.of Missouri; 
founding director

Carter Center for K-12 Black History 
Education

Berry, Dr. Daina 
Ramey

Jeffries, Dr. Kwame

King, Dr. LaGarrett

Today on Midday, a conversation about how school children and teenagers are 
taught the history of Black people, in America, and before they were enslaved 
here. 

Tom is joined by three scholars who are helping to change the way we teach 
African American history and contextualize the experience of Black Americans.
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Midday on Music: Adaspting to An Online 

World-Pt 1

President and CEO Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

Pres. BSO Players Union, 
percussionist,

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

Kjome, Peter

Prechtl, Brian

Today, Midday on Music: conversations with musicians across musical genres, 
to see how they are faring in a world where to gather in a large group is to put 
your life at risk. Instead, artists and arts organizations are adapting to an online-
only world. 

Later in the show, Tom speaks with three pianists with local roots whose work 
has taken them to venues around the world:  Classical pianist Lura Johnson,  
composer, producer and pianist Wendel Patrick and virtuoso jazz pianist Cyrus 
Chestnut.

We begin with a look at Maryland’s largest arts organization, the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra. The BSO’s performances, of course, have been put on 
hold -- except its online offerings. Brian Prechtl is a percussionist with the 
BSO, and the head of the Players Committee. Peter Kjome is the orchestra’s 
president and CEO. They join Tom on Zoom, like all our guests today.
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Cahill

Midday on Music: Adaspting to An Online 

World-Pt 2

Classical pianist independent

composer, producer, pianist independent

virtuoso jazz pianist independent

Johnson, Lura

Patrick, Wendel

Chestnut, Cyrus

Today, Midday on Music: conversations with musicians across musical genres, 
to see how they are faring in a world where to gather in a large group is to put 
your life at risk. Instead, artists and arts organizations are adapting to an online-
only world. 

In this segment, Tom speaks with three pianists with local roots whose work 
has taken them to venues around the world:  Classical pianist Lura Johnson,  
composer, producer and pianist Wendel Patrick and virtuoso jazz pianist Cyrus 
Chestnut.
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A Rob SivakFarai Chideya: Sizing Up the Biden-Harris 

Ticket

journalist, author, scholarChideya, Farai

Last January, Senator Kamala Harris announced her campaign for President 
in front of a large, energized crowd in Oakland, CA. 

Yesterday, former Vice President Joe Biden, the Democratic Party's 
presumptive nominee for President,  announced her as his choice for a 
running mate, in a text message.  This afternoon, Sen. Harris and Mr. Biden 
will appear for the first time as a team in Wilmington, DE. What does choosing 
Kamala Harris mean for the Biden campaign, for the Democratic Party, and for 
women of color?  Farai Chideya, an award winning journalist, author and 
scholar, joins Tom via Zoom.
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BC Rob SivakMD Officials Agree on Balloting Plans for 

November

Elections Director Baltimore City Board of Elections

scholar, former MD Sec State, exec 
in residence

UB Sch of Public and Int'l Afff

Jones, Armstead, Sr.

Willis, John

The long running dispute between Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and just 
about the rest of the known universe concerning how to conduct the November 
elections appears to have been resolved.

Election officials from across the state had urged the Governor to conduct the 
election the same way we voted back in June: a mostly mail-in election, with a 
handful of polling places open for a limited number of voters who either didn’t 
want to vote by mail, or were unable to vote by mail...
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Cianna 
Greaves

Dr.Theopia Jackson on  Black Psychology

presdient Association of Black PsychologistsJackson, Dr. Theopia

Does the conventional wisdom of the white dominated field of psychology 
make the wrong assumptions about the weight of racism and its impact on the 
psychological well-being of African Americans?  

Tom speaks with Dr. Theopia Jackson, president of The Association of Black 
Psychologists. Dr. Jackson explains how African and Black centered 
psychology embraces Afrikan traditions, and draws on the strength of 
community to meet the individual mental health needs of Black people.
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A Rob SivakBaltimore's Violence Interrupters-Pt 1

Director Roca Baltimore

Director of Community Partnerships 
and Safety

Roca Baltimore

Palermo, Kurt

Timpson, James "JT"

More than 400 people in Baltimore City have died of illness related to 
Coronavirus.  More than 200 others have been victims of homicide.  

Ninety percent of those homicides are committed with guns.  While there have 
been slightly fewer non-fatal shootings this year than last, nearly 400 people 
have been shot so far this year.   Today, we’re going to talk with five people 
who’ve made it their life’s work to help the people at the epicenter of the 
epidemic of gun violence.

Later this hour we’ll meet two violence interrupters with the city's Safe Streets 
program, and we’ll touch base with a co-founder of Baltimore Ceasefire 365.
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B Rob SivakBaltimore's Violence Interrupters-Pt 2

Outreach Coordinator Safe Streets Baltimore

Community Liaison Officer Safe Streets, Baltimore

Barksdale, Dante

Carter, Gardnel

Just as Roca Baltimore has been intervening with relentless outreach over the 
past 18 months,  the City-run Safe Streets Baltimore program has spent the 
past 13 years mediating conflicts and connecting at-risk people to resources 
that can help them avoid violence in the future.    Joining Tom next by Zoom is 
Dante Barksdale, Safe Streets’ Outreach Coordinator and the author, with 
Grace Kearney, of a memoir, Growing Up Barksdale: A True Baltimore Story;  
also joining Tom in this segment is Gardnel Carter, Safe Street's Community 
Liaison Officer.
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Ceasefire

co-founder, co-leader Baltimore Ceasefire 365Gant, Letrice

Then, Tom welcomes another of the city's front-line champions of violence 
reduction. Letrice Gant is one of the co-founders and co-leaders, with Erricka 
Bridgeford, of Baltimore Ceasefire 365, a grass-roots end-violence movement 
that uses the moral strength of the community to dissuade potential 
perpetrators of gun violence, and to heal the victims of violence.
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Cahill

Inspector General Isabel Cumming

Baltimnore City Inspector General Inspector General's OfficeCumming, Isabel 
Mercedes

The Coronavirus has slowed down or shuttered businesses large and small, 
but one city department has been as busy as ever rooting out malfeasance by 
Baltimore elected officials and employees. 

Baltimoreans, sadly, know public corruption all too well. In the past decade, 
two of our mayors, Sheila Dixon and Catherine Pugh, have resigned amid 
corruption scandals. 

Tom's guest is the city’s top crusader against corruption. Isabel Mercedes 
Cumming is Baltimore’s inspector general. Before taking on that role 18 
months ago, she served as Assistant Inspector General of Investigations for 
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, where she oversaw 200 
investigations in six years.

She is the first woman to serve as the city’s top watchdog. Inspector General 
Cumming joins us from City Hall via Zoom.
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C Kathleen 
Cahill

Darin Atwater's Struggling Soulful Symphony

founder, music director Soulful SymphonyAtwater, Darin

Tom's next guest is not only one of the most talented musicians of his 
generation, but one of the most thoughtful people when it comes to defining 
and re-defining the role that artists can and should play in shaping the 
conversation about society in good times and in bad times.   

Darin Atwater is a gifted composer, conductor, pianist and producer who has 
worked in film, recording, radio and television.  Twenty years ago, he founded 
the Soulful Symphony, an orchestra with vocals that is made up primarily of 
African American and Latinx musicians. 

The ensemble is the first symphony in residence at Merriweather Post Pavilion 
in Columbia. 

Darin Atwater also serves as the Artistic Director of the Downtown Columbia 
Arts and Culture Commission.
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A Rob SivakNewsWrap: Trump, Twitter, COVID, 

Conventions

White House correspondent National Public RadioKeith, Tamara

On today's edition of the News Wrap, Tamara Keith, NPR's White House 
correspondent and host of its Politics Podcast, joins Tom with her perspectives 
on a busy news week in Washington, with fewer than 100 days remaining 
before the November 3rd general election…
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BC Rob SivakMidday at the Movies: Tenet, Disney, COVID 

Impact

film critic, au8thor Washington Post

founding director Maryland Film Festival

Hornaday, Ann

Deitz, Jed

On today's edition of Midday at the Movies, two of our favorite movie mavens, 
Washington Post film critic Ann Hornaday and the Maryland Film Festival's 
founding director, Jed Dietz, join Tom for another of our monthly conversations 
about films and filmmaking. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to keep the nation's movie theaters 
shuttered, struggling film production studios and streaming services such as 
HBO, Hulu, Netflix and Amazon are keeping their audiences entertained with a 
steady stream of multi-part series, documentaries and new feature films. 
Among Ann's and Jed's  favorite new documentaries are The Fight, A 
Thousand Cuts, Red Penguins, and John Lewis: Good Trouble, the timely new 
film about the late civil rights champion.  For multi-generational comedy fans, 
there's I Used to Go There and the quirky sci-fi rom-com, Palm Springs. 

We also spotlight the COVID-related financial problems afflicting the Walt 
Disney Company, and the news last week that  director Christopher Nolan's 
much anticipated new IMAX sci-fi opus, Tenet, will debut internationally 
starting on August 26, before opening in select U.S. cities over the Labor Day 
weekend on September 3rd. Nolan on Thursday tweeted a video message to 
Chinese audiences announcing that Tenet will open in China on September 4. 

And we take your calls, Tweets and emails…
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C

Cianna 
Greaves

Eddie Glaude"s "Begin Again" an Ode

Chair, Africann-Amer Studies Dept Princeton UniversityGlaude, Eddie

In his latest book, Eddie Glaude draws on his imaginative reading of James 
Baldwin and his own trenchant observations about the current American 
moment.  The book is called Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its 
Urgent Lessons for Our Own.   

Dr. Eddie Glaude Jr. is the Chair of the Department of African American 
Studies at Princeton University, and a contributor to MSNBC.
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Greaves

"I Got A Monster:" New Book on Police 

Corruption

journalist, author I Got a Monster…America's Most 
Corrupt Police…

journalist, author I Got A Monster…

Woods, Baynard

Soderberg, Brandon

For years, an elite unit of the Baltimore Police Department, known as the Gun 
Trace Task Force (GTTF), operated an expansive criminal enterprise in which 
people were unlawfully arrested, money was stolen, drugs were sold, and the 
BPD was cheated.

In their new book, I Got a Monster: The Rise and Fall of America’s Most 
Corrupt Police Squad, Baynard Woods and Brandon Soderberg chronicle the 
story of the GTTF, their victims, and the reverberations of their crimes on 
Baltimore's criminal justice system.
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C Rob SivakLeon Fleisher: Remembering A Musical Giant

former classical music critic, co-
author

Washington Post

concert pianist, former student at Hopkins Peabody Institute

concert pianist, former student Hopkins peabody Institute

Midgette, Anne

Johnson, Lura

Sheppard, Michael

"The world lost one of its greatest musical minds and hearts on Sunday when 
the legendary pianist, conductor and teacher Leon Fleisher died of cancer at 
the age of 92.  I was proud to be one of the many people around the world 
privileged to call Leon a friend.  When I was working as a musician, I had the 
great honor of working with him at the Baltimore Opera Company and on 
several other projects.  I also had the pleasure of interviewing him here on 
WYPR and at other public events over the years.  He was a captivating artist, 
whose music making was suffused with unparalleled grace, and boundless 
passion.  And he was a mensch.  A funny, enlightening and wonderful guy 
whose company it was always a pleasure to keep…
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A Rob SivakCOVID Update: Health Comm Dr. Letitia 

Dzirasa

Commissioner Baltimore City Health DepartmentDzirasa, Dr. Letitia

Today, on Midday with Tish the Commish, an update from Baltimore Health 
Commissioner Dr. Letitia Dzirasa on the troubling rise in the number of cases 
of COVID-19 in Baltimore, throughout Maryland, and the country.  

Yesterday, Dr. Deborah Birx, who is coordinating the federal response to 
COVID-19, painted a somewhat dire picture of the state of virus containment.  
She told CNN that what we are seeing today is different from March and April.  
She said that the virus is extraordinarily widespread, and that it is affecting 
both rural and metropolitan areas throughout the country.

The number of cases of COVID 19 in Maryland has climbed steadily in the 
past several weeks.  Since the middle of July, the State Health Department 
has reported more than 500 new cases every day.  Over the past week, there 
have been an average of 933 cases per day -- 175 in Baltimore City alone --  
an increase of 31 percent from the average two weeks earlier.    Friday was 
one of four days last week in which Maryland saw more than 1,000 new 
cases.  At least 9 new coronavirus deaths and 910 new cases were reported in 
Maryland on Aug. 2.  As of Monday morning, there have been at least 90,835 
cases and 3,515 deaths in our state since the beginning of the pandemic, 
according to a New York Times database.
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BC Rob SivakHopkins Report on Curbing Gun Violence

Professor of health policy Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health

community advocate, director Citizens Policing Project

Webster, Daniel

Kelly, Ray C.

Last year, Baltimore had the unwelcome distinction of having the highest 
homicide rate of any US city of more than 500 thousand people – at 58 per 100 
thousand residents. Most of those homicides were committed with guns.

Baltimore City Police Commissioner Michael Harrison was on Midday last 
week, and he pointed to a strategy of “focused deterrence” as the centerpiece 
of the BPD’s efforts to stop the violence.  Some variation of that strategy has 
been tried several times in recent years. But as the Department has begun to 
slowly implement reforms mandated by the federal Consent Decree, the 
murder rate remains high, while trust in police in Baltimore’s communities of 
color remains low.

That distrust is premised in large measure by what the DOJ called, in a 2017 
report, a “pattern and practice of unconstitutional policing.”  A new report from 
the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and Research offers solutions.  It’s 
called Reducing Violence and Building Trust: Data to Guide Enforcement of 
Gun Laws in Baltimore.
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 Pre-empted by NPR Coverage John Lewis 

Funeral
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AB Rob SivakCOVID Pandemic  Deepening Global Hunger

Head of Programs in Uganda Catholic relief Services

President, CEO Catholic Relief Services

former US Amb., President/CEO Corus International (Lutheran World 
Relief)

Diaz, Haydee

Callahan, Sean

Speckhard, Daniel

Today, a conversation about how the coronavirus pandemic is creating not 
only hotspots for the virus, but new epicenters of hunger in countries all around 
the world.  Millions of people, already suffering because of armed conflict, 
climate change, poverty and broken food supply systems, are now at greater 
risk for starvation.

The United Nations reports that there are nearly 60 million more people who 
are under-nourished now than there were in 2014.  Arif Husain is the chief 
economist at the UN World Food Program.  He estimates that by the end of 
this year, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of people 
experiencing acute hunger in the world could increase by as much as 80 
percent, to more than a quarter of a billion people.  The relief group Oxfam 
says that could mean as many as 12,000 people around the world dying every 
day from hunger -- a death rate higher than that from COVID-19 alone.
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C Rob Sivak"Fantastic Fungi" filmmaker Louis 

Schwartzberg

environmental filmmaker, director Moving Arts ProductionsShwartzberg, Louis

We are joined now by the acclaimed filmmaker and cinematographer, Louie 
Schwartzberg.  He is the creator of what critics have described as a “mind-
blowing,” and “consciousness-shifting” film called Fantastic Fungi. Produced 
by Schwartzberg's innovative Moving Art production company, the 
documentary explores the surprisingly key role that fungi -- a.k.a. 
mushrooms -- have played in the earth’s evolution, and the hope they present 
for securing the earth’s future. The film features renowned scientists and 
mycologists such as Paul Stamets, and bestselling authors and healing 
advocates such as Michael Pollan, Eugenia Bone and Andrew Weil, whose 
narratives guide us through the extraordinary complexity, beauty and 
importance of the fungi kingdom, and the solutions it might offer for humanity's 
most urgent medical, nutritional and environmental challenges.
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Rob SivakNewsmaker: BPD Commissioner Michael 

Harrison

Commissioner Baltimore Police DepartmentHarrison, Michael

Tom's guest for today's Newsmaker interview is Baltimore City Police 
Commissioner Michael Harrison. 

A recent Baltimore Police Department report describes the status of the 
department’s five year plan to reduce violence and implement a court-ordered 
Consent Decree.  Crimes other than homicide are down, and the department 
claims improvements in managing resources, data, and technology.

But as is the case in many cities across the country, in many of the same 
Baltimore neighborhoods that have been afflicted by violence for generations, 
homicides are still part of daily life. 

Amid months of protests calling for defunding the police, the Baltimore City 
Council has cut $22 million from the department’s budget and suggested it’s 
time to "re-imagine" public safety. 

Police Commissioner Michael Harrison joins Tom via Skype for the hour to 
share his perspectives on the challenges of policing in the city of Baltimore.

We welcome your comments and questions for the Commissioner: Call 
410.662.8780. email: midday@wypr.org.  Twitter: @MiddayWYPR.
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Rob SivakAdam Gopnik's "A Thousand Small Sanities"

author, staff writer The New YorkerGopkink, Adam

Tom's guest today is Adam Gopnik, a staff writer for The New Yorker 
Magazine for the past 34 years.  The author of numerous books, including 
eclectic essay collections and children's novels, Gopnik's latest is an homage 
to liberalism. 

The book explores liberalism's roots with the French Renaissance philosopher, 
Michel de Montaigne, and the so-called Age of Enlightenment, and traces its 
history through the present day.  Gopnik observes that liberalism was 
preceded by humanism and the affection for and elevation of a sense of 
community, forged around shared choices.  He calls it a fact-first philosophy 
with a feelings-first history.  It favors reform over revolution.  It is premised in 
love and empathy, and what he calls  “a belief that the sympathy that binds 
human society together can disconnect us from our clannish & suspicious 
past.”
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Kathleen 
Cahill

Healthwatch: Dr. Leana Wen on COVID 

Policy

former Balt Healh Comm, professor George Washington University SPHWen, Dr. Leana

It’s the Midday Healthwatch with Dr. Leana Wen, the former health 
commissioner of the City of Baltimore. She writes about public health issues as 
a columnist for The Washington Post, and she teaches public health policy at 
George Washington University. 

More than 4.2 million people have been infected with the Coronavirus in the 
United States. Worldwide, that number is more than 16 million. About 650,000 
people around the globe have died of Coronavirus-related disease. Here in 
Maryland, more than 3,400 people have died due to virus-related illness. 

Last month, our state was one of 12 states in which the number of new cases 
was decreasing. That’s no longer the case. The number of people who test 
positive for COVID-19 in Maryland remains at just above 5%, which means 
that Maryland is one of the 34 states in the U.S. above the positivity rate 
recommended by the World Health Organization. Dr. Wen answers your 
questions about this and more on today’s Midday.

12477

Tom Hall



WYPR / Midday Program Log

7/24/2020

A Rob SivakJohn Lewis Remembered: Salute from  

Kweisi Mfume

Maryland Congressman (D., 7th 
Dist.)

US House of RepresentativesMfume, Kweisi

They entered Congress together in 1987.  Congressman Kweisi Mfume (D., 
Md. 7th) joins Tom to reflect on the legacy of his friend, the late civil rights 
icon, Representative John Lewis, who died July 17 after a battle with 
pancreatic cancer.

John Lewis's body will lie in state at the US Capitol next week, with a public 
viewing that will take place outdoors because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
according to a joint press release from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell .

The release said an invitation-only arrival ceremony will be held in the Capitol 
Rotunda on Monday at 1:30 p.m., and members of the public will be able to 
pay their respects outside of the building on Monday and Tuesday.
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B Rob SivakNewswrap: Portland Protests, COVID, 

Michael Cohen

reporter (assigned to Portland 
protests)

Washington Post

White House correspondent National Public Radio

Lang, Marissa

Rascoe, Ayesha

It's another edition of the Midday Newswrap, and this week we spotlight the 
simmering civil rights street protests in Portland, Oregon, and the forceful and 
controversial actions taken against demonstrators by teams of camouflaged 
federal Border Patrol agents, tactical units the Trump Administration deployed 
to the city against the wishes of the Portland mayor and Oregon's governor 
and legislators. 

Tom talks first with Washington Post reporter Marissa Lang who's in Portland 
covering the unrest. She gives us an eyewitness update on this tense and 
developing situation.  Lang connects with Midday via Zoom.

Then we broaden the focus to other Trump Administration-related news 
developments, as Tom is joined by Ayesha Rascoe, a White House reporter 
for NPR.

12475

Tom Hall



WYPR / Midday Program Log

C Rob SivakRousuck on Theater: More Virtual Picks

theater critic indepndent vendorr, WYPRRousuck, J. Wynn

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to keep the nation's theaters shuttered 
and their stages dark, theater companies have kept busy developing and 
producing new plays for a variety of  streamable, online platforms. Midday 
theater critic J. Wynn Rousuck joins us again today to spotlight a few of the 
best current offerings, from Single Carrot Theatre's production of playwright DJ 
Hills' we broke up  to The Public Theater of New York's first-responder-
inspired The Line...

Here are a few other streaming productions that Judy suggests you check out: 

Black Theater Network's Black Theater Week (July 27-31)

May 22, 2020, a filmed docudrama directed by Arena Stage Artistic Director 
Molly Smith, which captures one day in the life of our region;  

Theatre Works' Shakespeare in Vegas; and
D.C.-based Shakespeare Theater Company's Virtual Mock Trial, streaming 
July 24 & 25.
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C

Kathleen 
Cahill

Midday on Ethics: Contact tracing & Vaccine 

Tests

Director Hjohns Hopkins berman Institute of 
Bioethics

Kahn, Dr. Jeffrey

Today,  it’s Midday on Ethics. We'll explore the ethical issues surrounding 
digital contact tracing and the clinical trials for a vaccine to combat the 
Coronavirus. 

Public health experts have long said that testing and contact tracing are key to 
contain the spread of the virus. Congress has allocated nearly $12 billion in 
grants to states to support contact tracing efforts. By some estimates, the US 
will need an army of more than 100,000 investigators tracking down people 
who have come into contact with others who are infected with COVID-19. 
Apple and Google have introduced digital tools for contact tracing. 

Tom's guest today has considered the ethical challenges of using digital 
technology in this sensitive area. Dr. Jeffrey Kahn is the director of the Johns 
Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics. He also oversaw a project that led to a 
new book with recommendations to ensure that contact tracing is not only 
effective, but ethical. Dr. Kahn joins us via Skype.
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Rob Sivak"The People, No" Thomas Frank's Ode to 

Populism

journalist and author "The People, No: A Brief History of 
Populism"

Frank, Thomas

Tom's guest for the hour is the journalist and best-selling political author, 
Thomas Frank.

In his provocative new book, The People, No: A Brief History of Anti-Populism, 
Mr. Frank contends that most of our notions about populism are wrong.  
Today, “populism” is a term most often used to describe the racist and illiberal 
philosophies of Donald Trump and far right extremists in America and Europe.

But the real story of populism, says Mr. Frank, is rooted in a more enlightened 
and hopeful world view. In 1936, as the Great Depression ravaged American 
communities from coast to coast, the poet and Lincoln biographer Carl 
Sandburg published a book called The People, Yes.  Thomas Frank describes 
Sandburg’s mostly forgotten 300-page poem as “a full-throated celebration of 
ordinariness,” and “the most eloquent evocation of Depression-era populism.”  
Mr. Frank’s latest book is a full-throated defense of the wisdom of the common 
man and woman, and a sharp attack on those who have, since the 19th 
century, opposed and discredited Populism.
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Cahill

Form. BPD Comm. Kevin Davis on 

"Defunding"

former BPD Comm; secuurity 
expert , Director

GardsWorld Consulting ServiceDavis, Kevin

We begin today with former Baltimore Police Commissioner Kevin Davis, who 
served as the city’s top cop from 2015-2018, in the direct aftermath of the 
unrest that followed the death and funeral of Freddie Gray, through the 
negotiation of a consent decree with the Department of Justice, and the 
transition in City Hall from Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake to Mayor 
Catherine Pugh. 

Davis is now the Director of the Consulting Services Division of GardaWorld, 
an international security company.  He also teaches part-time at American 
University and Catholic University.

Mr. Davis recently wrote an opinion piece published in The Baltimore Sun that 
pushes back against the idea of defunding the police, and which offers a 
suggestion for a national approach to police reform, including creating a 
cabinet-level position of national secretary of police.
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Homeownership Falling in Baltimore

researcher, Abell Report author University of MD Baltimore County

social researcher, senior fellow Center for Cfommunity Progress (DC)

former city councilman, realtor, 
surveyors

Healthy Neighborhoods Survey

Scott, Sally

Mallach, Alan

Landers, Jody

And now, a conversation about housing in Baltimore City.  A new report 
commissioned by the Abell Foundation examined why the rate of 
homeownership in Baltimore has fallen over the last decade, and the barriers 
for homeownership, particularly in communities of color.  That report was 
authored by Sally Scott, a researcher at UMBC and Seema Iyer of the 
University of Baltimore.  Sally Scott joins us now on Zoom.

Another Abell report looks at who is leaving Baltimore, and who’s moving-in, 
and it examines perceptions around the thorny issue of gentrification.  Alan 
Mallach did that study.  He is a senior fellow at the Center for Community 
Progress in Washington DC.  He also joins us via Zoom.

Jody Landers joins us as well.  He served on the Baltimore City Council from 
1983-1991, and as the Executive Officer of the Greater Baltimore Board of 
Realtors for 14 years.  He was commissioned by a network of neighborhood 
organizations called Healthy Neighborhoods to do a market survey of home 
sales in so called “middle neighborhoods.”  He joins us via Zoom too.
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Rob SivakRecapping a Remarkable Supreme Court 

Term

Attorney, blogger, educator, editor Howe on the Court

professor of lawm UB School of Law

Howe, Amu

Wehle, Kim

Coming up at the end of the program today, we remember Congressman John 
Lewis, who died Friday at the age of 80, following a battle with cancer.  In an 
excerpt from a 2013 Time Magazine interview, the civil rights leader 
remembers the speech he delivered at the historic March on Washington in 
August 1963. 
 

But first, it’s Midday on the Law.  Tom is joined by two legal scholars for a 
conversation about the recently completed term of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Last week, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was admitted to Johns Hopkins 
Hospital for a couple days for treatment of a gall bladder infection.  On Friday, 
she announced that she has had a recurrence of cancer, and that she has 
been undergoing chemotherapy since May.  At 87, she is currently the oldest 
Supreme Court Justice.  In a statement, she said that she remains fully able to 
remain an active member of the Court.

In the past few weeks, the Court released opinions involving election law, 
President Trump’s tax returns, abortion and birth control, the fate of Dreamers, 
and employment discrimination.  Chief Justice John Roberts surprised many 
court watchers; a conservative appointee, he delighted liberals in two important 
cases. 

For perspective on these decisions, Tom welcomes back to Midday two highly 
respected legal scholars.

Amy Howe (left) blogs at "Howe on the Court." Kim Wehle is a constitutional 
scholar and professor at UB School of Law.
CREDIT AMY HOWE; KIM WEHLE
Amy Howe was a reporter and editor at SCOTUSBlog until 2016.  She has 
argued cases before the Supreme Court, and taught law at Stanford and 
Harvard.  She still contributes to SCOTUS Blog, and she covers the court and 
the judiciary on her blog, Howe on the Court.

Kim Wehle is a member of the faculty of the University of Baltimore School of 
Law.  She’s the author of two books, How to Read the Constitution and Why, 
as well as What You Need to Know About Voting, And Why.  She’s also a legal 
commentator for CBS News.
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Rob SivakNewsmaker: Former City Solicitor Andrew 

Davis

former city solicitor City Solicitors Office (Mayor)Davis, Andre

Tom's Newsmaker guest today is the former Solicitor of Baltimore City, Andre 
Davis.

In 2017, Judge Davis left his seat on the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals and 
answered then-Mayor Catherine Pugh's call for him to serve as his 
hometown’s top lawyer.  He was front and center in efforts to recruit Michael 
Harrison as the city’s police commissioner after Daryl De Sousa resigned amid 
scandal.  When Mayor Pugh was forced to resign by her own corruption 
scandal, Davis was a stabilizing force in a city hall rocked by crisis. 

Andre Davis worked to reform the Baltimore Police Department, and he took 
controversial positions about the role of the Civilian Review Board, gag orders 
for victims of police misconduct, and the city’s liability arising from the scandal 
of the Gun Trace Task Force.  

Today on Midday, Andre Davis reflects on his tenure in city government, 
politics and public service, and he takes your questions and comments.
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A Kathleen 
Cahill

Update on MD's Unemployment Fraud Sceme

State House reporter WYPR NewsBaye, Rachel

Yesterday afternoon, Gov. Larry Hogan and Maryland Secretary of Labor 
Tiffany Robinson announced that over the Fourth of July weekend, the state 
had uncovered a huge fraud scheme involving unemployment insurance.

WYPR State House reporter Rachel Baye joins Tom to discuss the latest 
regarding what Hogan called a massive identity theft scheme that led to more 
than 47,500 fraudulent unemployment insurance claims worth more than than 
$501 million.
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Pandemic Gives Rise to Anti0-Chinese 

Racism

professor of psychology University of MD, Baltimore CountyCheah, Dr. Charissa

When George Floyd was murdered on Memorial Day in Minneapolis, protests 
about police brutality and racial equality became a fixture on streets across 
America and the world. 

Layered into the multi-racial and multi-generational demonstrations was a 
focus on the health disparities both before and during the pandemic 
experienced by people of color.  Hispanics and African Americans have 
infection rates that are four or five times higher than whites. Non-Hispanic 
American Indian or Alaska Native persons have rates five times higher than 
that. Asian Americans have infection rates that are slightly higher than whites, 
but for the Asian community, the deleterious effects of the Coronavirus 
pandemic also include a demonstrable increase in xenophobia and anti-
Chinese racism.   

Tom's next guest has studied the prevalence of such racism against the 
Chinese-American community.

Dr. Charissa Cheah is a professor of psychology at UMBC. She received a 
National Science Foundation Rapid Response Research Award this spring to 
research the effects of racism toward the Chinese-American community during 
the pandemic.
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C Fraser Smith on His Memoir: The Daily 

Miracle

former reporter Balt Sun and 
WYPR, author

The Daily Miracle: Memoir of 
Newspapering

Smith, C. Fraser

And now, a conversation about the state of local journalism with C. Fraser 
Smith, a veteran scribe who spent more than 50 years as an award-winning 
reporter and columnist. 

Over the last decade, 2,000 newspapers have shut down.  About 30,000 
reporting jobs have vanished, leaving communities across the country with little 
or no local news coverage.  The number of reporters in The Baltimore Sun 
newsroom these days is exponentially smaller than it was before the internet 
became the preferred drug of advertisers.

The Sun News Guild has joined local philanthropists and others in an effort to 
purchase the Sun from its parent company, which is controlled by a New York 
hedge fund. 

Fraser Smith spent a good chunk of his career at The Baltimore Sun, as well 
as right here at WYPR, where he was our senior news analyst and the host of 
Inside Maryland Politics.  He’s also written several books, including a 
biography of William Donald Schaefer, a book about the history of civil rights in 
Maryland and an exploration of the death of college basketball star Len Bias.  
His latest book is a memoir called The Daily Miracle: A Memoir of 
Newspapering.
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Rob SivakMaryland's 2020 Voting Challenge

President, Maryland State Senate

Atty, Dep. Director Litigation NAACP/Legal defense Fund

VP, specialist in voting rights Brenna Center for Justice

Ferguson, Bill

Aden, Leah

Reiser, Wendy

In the primary elections in Maryland last month, most voters cast their ballots 
by mail for the first time.  For the State Board of Elections and local elections 
officials, it was the first large-scale effort to hold a vote by mail in Maryland 
history.  The mail-in process was, in the words of The State Board's July 2 
report on the June 2 elections submitted to Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, 
“not without issue."

Today on Midday, a conversation about how we will vote in November, here in 
Maryland and around the country.  Because of the dangers for voters and poll 
workers associated with in-person polling stations, many elections experts and 
legislators think that despite the problems we encountered in June, the 
November election should be conducted largely by mail, with a ballot mailed 
directly to every registered voter, as was done last month in the primaries.  
Last week, Governor Hogan rejected that advice, directing the State Board of 
Elections to plan for an election on November 3rd that will be held using the 
same basic parameters that were in place when we voted prior to the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  Read the Governor's order here.

That decision has been met with opposition from several groups, including the 
Maryland Association of Election Officials, Common Cause Maryland, State 
Attorney-General Bill Frosh and several state legislative leaders. One of those 
leaders is Tom's first guest today. Maryland Senate President Bill Ferguson 
joins Tom via Zoom.
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Tom's Newsmaker guest for the hour is Chris Van Hollen, Maryland's 
Democratic junior senator, who has served in the U.S. Senate since January, 
2017.  From 2003 to 2017, he was the U.S. Representative for Maryland's 8th 
congressional district.

Among the topics in today's conversation:

A major resurgence of COVID-19 coronavirus infections is overwhelming 
health systems in several states, as viral spread is closely correlated with 
gatherings in indoor spaces.  Senator Van Hollen has introduced legislation to 
provide additional help to small businesses. 

As the nation's schools struggle with decisions about re-opening and distance 
learning, Dr. Anthony Fauci has been distanced from the President.  The 
White House released what amounts to opposition research about Dr. Fauci 
over the weekend…
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(This program was originally broadcast on June 18, 2020)

Before he murdered George Floyd on Memorial Day in Minneapolis, former 
police officer Derek Chauvin had been the subject of 17 previous complaints of 
misconduct.  As streets around the world filled with protesters against police 
use of force and violence against people of color, further examples of the very 
kind of behavior that animated the demonstrations took place, including 
peaceful protesters being violently dispersed in front of the White House, and 
the shooting of Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta.  

The calls for changing the way police interact with the public range from 
complete abolition of police departments to reforms in training, more 
transparency, fewer barriers to prosecuting officers, and prohibiting certain 
aggressive techniques such as chokeholds…
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(This program was originally broadcast on September 30, 2019)

Tom’s guest today is the acclaimed writer Ann Patchett. She is the winner of 
the Pen Faulkner Award and the Orange Prize for fiction, and her work has 
been translated into more than 30 languages.

Patchett is the author of eight novels, the latest of which, The Dutch House, 
was just published last week.  As with some of her other immensely popular 
books -- novels such as Commonwealth, State of Wonder and Bel Canto -- in 
The Dutch House, Patchett writes with grace, authority and limitless 
compassion. Her characters navigate a complicated world with humility and 
fortitude, and she reveals their stories with a masterful touch, peppered with 
brilliant and straight-forward observations that elucidate that which is poignant 
and important about the human condition.

Ann Patchett joins Tom on the line from the studios of Spotland Productions in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

(This conversation was first recorded September 20, 2019, so we couldn't take 
any calls, emails or tweets.)
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(This program was originally broadcast live on December 10, 2019)

The business of diversity is booming.  Corporations and cultural institutions 
spend hundreds of millions of dollars every year on diversity training, yet 
despite the ubiquity and expense of these efforts, overall racial, gender and 
ethnic diversity remains an aspiration rather than a reality. 

Today on Midday: what's been tried, what has succeeded and what's flopped 
in efforts to achieve more inclusion in American life.

Dr. Pamela Newkirk is a professor of journalism at New York University and 
author of Diversity, Inc.: The Failed Promise of a Billion-Dollar Business," 
named one of Time Magazine's "Must-Read Books" of 2019.

Dr. Newkirk joins Tom on the line from Argot Studios in New York City.

(This program was previously recorded, so we can't take your comments or 
questions.)
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(This program was originally broadcast on October 15, 2019)

Today, Tom’s guest for the hour is the award-winning novelist, literary scholar 
and artist, Charles Johnson. 

Dr. Johnson is best-known as the author of Middle Passage, the epic novel 
about the 1830s slave trade for which he won the National Book Award for 
Fiction in 1990. At the time, he was only the second African-American man to 
have won the honor, after Ralph Ellison. 

Johnson's other novels include Night Hawks, Dr. King’s Refrigerator, Dreamer, 
and Faith and the Good Thing.

In 1998, Dr. Johnson received a MacArthur Fellowship, the so-called "genius 
grant."  In 2002, he received the Academy Award in Literature from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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(This program was originally broadcast live on June 17, 2020)

Nationally, the United States ranks 26th in the world in voter turnout.

Given the pandemic, a battered economy, widespread civil unrest and all that 
is at stake in the upcoming presidential election, it remains to be seen whether 
more voters will embrace the power they yield at the ballot box in November.

Tom’s guest is Kim Wehle, a constitutional scholar who has written a primer 
on voting: how voting differs from state to state, what the structural barriers are 
to voting, and how those barriers can be overcome.

Wehle is a law professor at the University of Baltimore School of Law and a 
legal commentator for CBS News.

Her last book was called How to Read the Constitution and Why. Her new 
book is What You Need to Know About Voting and Why.
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Today, conversations with two acclaimed authors.

Tom's first guest is Madison Smartt Bell, the author of a dozen novels, who is 
perhaps best known for his award-winning trilogy of books on the Haitian 
Revolution and its iconic leader, the 18th century general, Toussaint 
Louverture.   He’s also written several non-fiction books, including a biography 
of Louverture. Earlier this year, he published a literary biography of an iconic 
American author who was also a close friend.  Robert Stone is considered by 
many to be one of the most singular and influential novelists of the postwar 
era.  Stone passed away in 2015.  Madison Smartt Bell’s definitive, authorized 
exploration of his life and work is called Child of Light: A Biography of Robert 
Stone. Madison Smartt Bell joins Tom from his home here in Baltimore.
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In this archive conversation (first broadcast on April 28, 2020), Tom speaks 
with writer Louise Erdrich.  From her debut novel, Love Medicine, published 
more than 35 years ago, through 16 subsequent novels, Erdrich has 
introduced readers to some of literature’s most fascinating and intriguing 
characters and dazzled her legions of fans with prose that is consistently 
distinctive and powerful.  

Her latest novel is called The Night Watchman.  It takes place in rural North 
Dakota in the 1950s.  It chronicles the efforts of the Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians to thwart the government’s attempt to terminate them, which 
is to say, end federal recognition of the tribe, and force them off their ancestral 
land.   It’s based on the story of Ms. Erdrich’s grandfather, Patrick Gourneau, 
who led the Turtle Mountain Band’s fight against what the government called 
“emancipation.”

Tom spoke with Louise Erdrich on March 11th, when public understanding of 
the severity of the COVID-19 pandemic was in its nascent stage.  They talked 
about the pandemic before they began recording their conversation, but they 
didn’t discuss it in the interview.  On that day, Louise Erdrich was at the end of 
a 6-city book tour, still flying in full planes.  She was in Lawrence, Kansas.  
They spoke in the afternoon, before her appearance that evening at Haskell 
Indian Nations University. 

Louise Erdrich lives in Minnesota with her daughters and is the owner of 
Birchbark Books, a small independent bookstore in Minneapolis.

These conversation were pre-recorded, so we can't take your calls and 
comments.
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Tom's guest is the award-winning journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, an 
investigative correspondent who covers race and social justice issues for the 
New York Times Magazine.  She won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Commentary 
for The 1619 Project, a multi-platform exploration of the history of enslaved 
people in America.  That series began last summer.  Last Sunday, Nikole 
Hannah-Jones wrote the cover story for the NY Times Magazine, a compelling 
essay about reparations for descendants of the enslaved, called What is 
Owed.  

Calls for reparations are not new.  Ta-Nehisi Coates made a Case for 
Reparations in a controversial Atlantic Magazine essay in 2014.  What is new 
is the multi-racial and multi-generational protests taking place in communities 
large and small across the country, and in fact, around the globe.  In  a recent 
poll, half the registered voters in the US said they support the Black Lives 
Matter movement.  Given the ubiquity and intensity of demonstrations for racial 
equality, is now the moment when the calls for reparations will finally lead to 
sustained action? 

Nikole Hannah-Jones joins us via Zoom.
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It's the July edition of Midday at the Movies, and Tom is joined again by two of 
our favorite movie mavens -- Washington Post film critic Ann Hornaday and 
the Maryland Film Festival's founding director, Jed Dietz. 

As demonstrations for police reform and racial justice continue across the 
country, Ann and Jed discuss the ripple effects the national dialogue on race is 
having on film culture, from HBO's decision to add "context" to Gone with the 
Wind --  the classic (and racist) 1939 film about the Civil War-era South --  to 
director Spike Lee's latest joint, Da 5 Bloods, a film now streaming on 
NETFLIX that recaps the arc of the 1960s civil rights awakening as it follows 
four Black Vietnam War vets who return to Nam to recover the remains of a 
lost soldier. 

As COVID-19 continues to threaten the nation and to keep most movie 
theaters dark, Ann and Jed note the success of recent virtual film festivals and 
the return of drive-in movies. They also spotlight some other summer 
streamers, including Shirley, a tour-de-force performance by Elizabeth Moss, 
in a dark, quirky portrayal of horror-genre writer Shirley Jackson, now 
streaming on Hulu and Amazon Prime; and the Friday, July 3 streaming debut 
of Hamilton, a film of the multi-award-winning 2016 Broadway stage 
production, featuring the show's creator, Lin-Manuel Miranda, in the title role.  
Hamilton will stream exclusively to paid subscribers on the Disney Plus 
channel.
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In 2016, when Mike Pence accepted the Republican nomination for vice 
president, he introduced himself to the national electorate as a “Christian, a 
conservative and a Republican, in that order.” 

Mike Pence and President Donald Trump appear to be polar opposites.  Why 
does Pence serve and defend a man so distant from the moral ideals that 
Pence himself has so long espoused?  According to a probing biography 
published last fall, Pence chose to do so because “in the end, ambition and the 
hunger for power outweighed anything else."

Today on Midday, a conversation about one of the most enigmatic figures in 
American politics. Biographer and veteran political reporter Tom LoBianco 
joins Tom via Zoom to talk about his book,"Piety and Power: Mike Pence and 
the Taking of the White House."
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