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Through informal ascertainment by written and oral                
communication with community members, it was determined 
that among the concerns of the Gainesville community at-large 
were the following issues: 

 

     Consumer Information 

     Healthcare and Medical News 

     Government 

     Education  

     Environment 

     Crime 

     Homelessness 

     Child Safety 

     Hunger 

     Elections 

     Bullying 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:   Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program: Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Fridays and Sundays, Third Quarter 2014 
    July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 

Airtime: Saturdays, 5:30am and Sundays, 2am and   
6:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  This weekly program is a locally produced  
    discussion program concerning various  
    issues in the community and county.  It 
    features people from our community who  
    are involved in bettering our lives and those 
    who live here. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 Issue:   Local Crime       

 Program:   Police Beat 

 Type of Program: Locally produced half hour with Police  
     Department 

 Airdate:   Fridays and Saturdays, Third Quarter 2014 
     July 1 through September 30, 2014 

 Airtime:   Sundays, 5:30am and Saturdays 2:30am 

 Duration:   30 Minutes 

 Description:  In cooperation with the Gainesville Police  
    Department, we air this locally produced  
    show featuring current day-to-day   
    problems that face this local law enforce- 
    ment agency. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

  

 Issue:   Community Public Affairs 

 Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

 Type of Program: Public Affairs 

 Airdate:   Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Third   
    Quarter 2014      
    July 1 through September 30, 2014 

 Airtime:   Fridays 4:30am,       
    Saturdays 5:30am 

 Duration:   30 Minutes 

 Description:  Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public  
    affairs program which covers a wide array  
    of community issues, including education, 
    crime, health and community events, etc. 
    See attachment for specific 3rd quarter  
    shows. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

     WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 Issues:   Crime/Healthcare and Medical News/  
    Consumer Information/Education/  
    Government/Environment 

Program:   GTN News on NBC9 

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, Third Quarter 2014  
     July 1 through September 30, 2014 

Airtime:    6pm and 11pm       

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific issues  
     covered throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

     JULY       
                    AUGUST      
         SEPTEMBER      
               2014 

 

GOVERNMENT 

7/1/14 6 & 11pm                    
Four New Laws  

More than 150 new laws go into effect today in the state of Florida. Governor Rick Scott 
signed Florida's budget for the new fiscal year, the largest in Florida history at $77 
billion.  
 
As of today, undocumented students will qualify for in-state tuition. According to the bill, 
the students must attend high school in Florida for at least three years and apply to 
college within two years to receive the in-state rates. 
 
Another law legalizes the use of low THC cannabis, or "Charlotte's Web". The low THC 
form is used medically to treat illnesses like epilepsy in children. Now that the bill is a 
law, infrastructure will be put in place by the Department of Health to regulate how the 
plant will be grown and how the extract will be distributed medically.  
 
Four new laws are also leading to harsher punishments for sex offenders. This includes 
longer sentences, more public notifications about the release and whereabouts of 
convicted sex offenders, and increased law enforcement scrutiny after release from 
prison.  
 
The Florida G. I. Bill also starts today in an attempt to make Florida one of the most 
military friendly states. The bill provides tuition waivers for the military and is expected 



to help increase employment opportunities for veterans. Tune in to GTN News at 11pm 
for more on that bill.  

 7/3/14 6 & 11pm         
 Marijuana for Medical Purposes 

Among the more than 150 new bills that went into effect July 1st is one allowing the use 
of low THC marijuana for medical purposes. But the cannabis can not be used or 
distributed until the infrastructure and regulations are put in place by the Department of 
Health. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on how that process is just beginning.  
 
Grandiflora in Alachua County is one of the 46 nurseries within the state which meets 
the qualifications to apply to be a low THC cannabis dispensary. Only five will be 
chosen to produce for the state. When Grandiflora was first notified it met the 
qualifications, no rules were in place dictating exactly what would be required of the 
chosen dispensaries.  
 
Paul Doering, UF Pharmacy Professor Emeritus, says, "Laws are generally creating a 
framework, but it's administrative rules where all the details are to be worked out." 
 
And a draft of those rules is now available from the Department of Health with 
regulations ranging from the approval process, to inspection procedures, to safety 
measures.  
 
Alan Shapiro, Owner of Grandiflora, says, "Now we that know what they expect we will 
accommodate them in every way in order to put forth the best possible proposal." 
 
The rules specify reasons a nursery could be denied approval to dispense the cannabis, 
such as being within 500 feet from a school, or having an owner or manager convicted 
of a felony. Regulations also require that product to contain 0.8% or less THC. The draft 
rules also lay out further descriptions of the Compassionate Use Registry, which will be 
data kept at the University of Florida College of Pharmacy.  
 
Doering says,"It's a flattering thing that of all the state universities, in the statue, they 
mention the University of Florida's College of Pharmacy. And I have to think someone 
that drafted that bill had confidence that we could use that data in a very productive sort 
of way." 
 
The complete 16 page draft of the rules will be reviewed at a workshop in Tallahassee 
on Monday.  

7/8/14 6 & 11pm         
 African America Accountability Alliance Forum 

The African American Accountability Alliance held a forum Monday night. 
 



Candidates and voters collected at the Alachua county health department to publicly 
discuss the issues voters are interested in. 
 
The African American Accountability Alliance invited candidates for local county 
commission, school board, congress and judge races. 
 
Candidates were given the opportunity to introduce themselves and their stances on 
multiple issues. 
 
The forum touched on immigration laws and unemployment; an issue some want 
highlighted.  
 
"As a congressman you must listen to your constituents, you must go out and see the 
hurt and the pain and the things that they're going through. And you have to have a 
compassionate heart so first of all- when you have people that's out looking for work like 
myself I haven't stopped, even though my unemployment has stopped, I have not 
stopped, I am still looking. They need to pass a bill to help us. We are hurting, people 
are struggling," said Gainesville resident Dejeon Cain. 
 
Candidates responded to questions frommoderatorss as well as from voters. 
 
"You have so many important races coming up when it comes to congressional races, 
when it comes to judges, countycommissionn and school board. And since you have all 
of the candidates, you need to know so that in the future, when they are elected you can 
hold them accountable," said 4-A vice president Diyonne McGraw. 
 
The forum concluded with the 4-A's endorsing candidates. 
 
The primary elections take place August 26th. 

 

 CRIME 

 7/2/14 6 & 11pm 

 Alachua County Sheriffs Office 

A former captain at the Alachua county sheriff's office is fired for improper conduct.  
 
Investigators say Captain Keith Vermillion was suspended March 6th after multiple 
allegations of misconduct.  
 
According to a report, It began in 2013 when Vermillion ordered several members of the 
detective bureau to use images and audio of child pornography for "shock value" for the 
purported purpose of law enforcement training.  
 



"Using child pornography for training purposes, specifically when it's-when the 
investigation is on going, is not standard operating procedure," said ASO spokesperson 
Sgt Becky Butscher.  
 
Since Vermillion's suspension -- independent investigations were carried out by both the 
ASO office of professional standards and the St. Johns county sheriff's office. 
 
The St. Johns county investigation concluded there was no evidence of any criminal 
wrongdoing. 
 
However, the ASO office of professional standards found vermillion to have violated 
three separate directives including improper conduct, conduct unbecoming of an 
employee, and communicating confidential information. 
 
Sheriff Sadie Darnell notified Vermillion of his termination effective Tuesday. 
 
Vermillion will have an informal hearing with sheriff Darnell at a later date. 

 

7/15/14   6 & 11pm 

Sexual Assault Increase 

Alachua county sheriff's deputies say a sexual assault suspect has been roaming 
the streets for nearly two weeks.  
 
"Sex crimes are obviously very sensitive cases to handle, especially when it involves a 
female victim. There could be a myriad of reasons why it took some time to get the 
composite out," said ASO sergeant Becky Butscher.  
 
And detectives hope time is on their side. 
 
Sheriff's deputies say the suspect assaulted a woman in her apartment. 
 
"One the evening hours of July the fourth, we received a call of a sexual assault 
deputies responded to the scene, took the initial investigation," said Butscher.  
 
According to investigators, the assault happened near the intersection of Tower road 
and west University avenue. 
 
A resident in the area, who doesn't want to be identified, says news of the assault is sad 
to hear but not surprising. 
 
"It can happen anywhere, in a grocery store parking lot, or outside of grandma's house, 
or anywhere," said one resident.  
 



Deputies say they need your help in finding the man behind the sexual assault. 
 
"We're asking the community's help. If anyone recognizes this individual or believes that 
they know who this is, to contact detective Steve Yakely at 384-3320 or 955-1818," The 
Alachua county school board will be making changes to the dress code for the 
upcoming school year. 
 
The plan is to make it easier to enforce.  

 

 7/17/14 6 & 11pm 

 GRU Scam 

GRU is cautioning citizens to beware of a nationwide scam targeting non-residential 
customers. 
 
Some business customers have received phone calls from someone claiming to be a 
GRU representative, saying that the customer must make an immediate payment by 
cash or third-party website to avoid having his or her utility service disconnected. In 
another version of the scam, the customer is instructed obtain a pre-paid MoneyPak 
card and call a different phone number to make the payment. 
 
GRU does not contact business or residential customers by phone to demand payment 
or personal information. Customers receiving this type of call should not comply with the 
request. 
 
Customers who are unsure about the authenticity of communications appearing to be 
from GRU should contact Customer Service at 352-334-3434. If the correspondence is 
deemed suspicious, they should then report it to the Gainesville Police Department at 
352-955-1818. 

 7/30/14 6 & 11pm 

 Handling of sexual assaults by Universities 

National statistics say 1/5 students will be sexually assaulted while attending college. In 
an effort to protect students and encourage victims to come forward, Congress is 
presenting a new bill. GTN's Mayci McLeod is in the newsroom with more on the 
proposal and how it will impact students right here at the University of Florida.  
 
 
A bipartisan group of US Senators, including Marco Rubio from Florida, created a bill to 
change the way colleges and universities handle sexual assaults.  
 
Chris Loschiavo, UF Associate Dean of Students, says, "I don't know that there will be 
much of an impact on the University of Florida because many of the things I've seen 



during a quick glance at the legislation are already in place at the University of Florida 
and have been for a number of years."   
 
 
Colleges and universities will be required to designate confidential advisors for victims 
of sexual assault with new standards of minimum training. Schools will also no longer 
be allowed to punish a student for conduct violations, like underage drinking, revealed 
while reporting a sexual assault.  
 
 Loschiavo says, "We have long in our conduct code had a policy that indicates if you're 
the victim of a sexual assault, and you were drinking underage or even using drugs, we 
will not address that under student conduct-- you will not face consequences for that." 
 
 The bill could also require all college students to take an anonymous survey to provide 
a more accurate look at sexual assault and this survey would be published publicly 
online for students to compare campus safety. And schools can no longer allow groups, 
like athletic departments, to handle complaints of sexual violence against students in 
that group.  
 
 Loschiavo says, "Our athletic department does not handle it's athletes any differently or 
separately from our office." 
 
Legislators and the University of Florida hope these measures will encourage victims of 
sexual assault to come forward.  
 
Naomi Phineas, UFPD Victim Advocate, says, "I hope from this more people will be 
encouraged to report sexual assaults rather than try to deal with it on their own." 
 

Loschiavo adds, "Even if it's not to hold someone accountable but just to let someone 
know so we can provide whatever accommodations we can whether it's moving them in 
the residence hall because they are living in the same building as this person who 
assaulted them, or changing class schedules so they're not in class with the individual. 
If the University doesn't know about it, we can't do anything about it." 

14 forcible sexual offenses were brought to the attention of UFPD victim advocates over 
the last three years, but they believe many victims stay silent. The proposed bill also 
ups the penalty for schools which do not comply with the provisions.  

 8/12/14 6 & 11pm 

 Drugs 

Union County is declaring a zero tolerance policy when it comes to drugs. Last year, 
there were 8,300 drug related deaths in Florida. Union County hopes to see this number 
drop significantly by partnering with other local agencies.  
 



 
Sheriffs from across North Central Florida gathered at the Union County line this 
morning to solidify a plan to eradicate drugs from the area. Sheriffs from Union, 
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, and Columbia counties attended the reveal of the new Union 
County "Zero Drug Tolerance" sign. 
 
Union County Sheriff Brad Whitehead says, "We're going to aggressively go after the 
drugs and do our part slowing down and stopping the drugs. We're going to do 
everything we can to stop them." 
 
 And that includes partnering with neighboring counties, like Alachua.  
Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell says, "We have resources from the standpoint of 
our personnel, we have equipment, intelligence is probably the most important of all 
those-- sharing information." 
 
She says the new sign and team effort against drugs will benefit North Central Florida 
as a whole.  
 

Sheriff Darnell says, "If we don't, each of us have pockets-- our own counties-- taking a 
stand as Sheriffs against the drug problem, then the traffickers will just move into 
wherever the weak spot is. So by joining forces like this we make sure our region is 
solidified and stronger because of our collaboration." 

Sheriff Whitehead says he expects to see an increase in drug arrests in Union County 
attributed to this partnership.  

Union County is installing 23 of those Zero Tolerance signs, one at each county line.  

 8/13/14 6 & 11pm 

 Synthetic Marijuana crackdown 

Gainesville Police are cracking down on synthetic marijuana, or spice. GPD arrested 
four people Tuesday in Bo Diddley Plaza for smoking spice. Spice is illegal in the state 
of Florida, but it's difficult for police to make arrests because the law specifies 90 illegal 
chemical compounds, which aren't apparent by just looking at the drug.  
 
GPD Spokesman Officer Ben Tobias says, "We could not make any arrests because we 
had no way to prove that it was those specific chemical compounds." 
But now GPD has a test kit that can be used in the field to detect the presence of eight 
of those compounds. All officers need to do is take a sample of the drug, put it in the 
pouch, and add the vials of chemical agents. If the sample contains an illegal 
compound, it will turn yellow or orange.  
 
 



Officer Tobias says, "It's very important that we have the ability to charge people for this 
because now the word will get out that we can arrest you for this, we can make charges 
for it, and we can make some strong court cases with it." 

The four people arrested on spice charges Tuesday were some of the first to see this 
new spice kit used by GPD officers.  

8/27/14 6 & 11pm 

 Waldo speed trap controversy 

The city of Waldo is famous across the nation for its speed trap. But according to four 
Waldo Police Officers, some illegal activity is involved surrounding those speeding 
tickets.  
 
 
Some drivers say it's an understatement that speeds limits are strictly enforced in the 
city of Waldo. This town is famous for its speed trap and now multiple police officers are 
reporting they are required to hand out a dozen of these speeding tickets per day, a 
mandatory quota illegal in the state of Florida.  
 
At Tuesday night's City Council meeting, four Waldo Police officers filed a complaint 
against Chief Michael Szabo saying he required each officer to write 12 speeding tickets 
per shift in order to keep their jobs. Under a Florida statute, it is illegal to establish this 
type of traffic citation quota. The officers also cite conversations during which the Chief 
instructs them to make up citations when they don't meet the daily quota.  
 
Waldo residents say they can't believe officers were instructed to participate in illegal 
activity.  
One man says, "So yeah, I'm set dead against it. I want law enforcement and I want law 
and order in the city of Waldo, but you know there's a way to do it."  
 
 A local business owner, who wished to remain anonymous, say the speed trap 
negatively impacts his business. He says people bypass Waldo to avoid the speed trap, 
and hopefully the situation will be remedied to bring more customers through the town.  
 

He says, "You know they're on the internet and we've all seen where they'll deter from 
going through Waldo-- or when you get to Waldo, get through and get going and that's 
not good for our business." 

FDLE says an investigation into this issue and Chief Szabo is ongoing. The city of 
Waldo released a statement saying the city is taking the allegations very seriously and 
is investigating the claims before determining a plan of action.  

 9/1/14 6 & 11pm 



 Women Attacks increasing 

Two women are attacked within five hours of each other. It happened this weekend and 
police believe the same person is responsible. As GTN's Mayci McLeod reports, the 
attacker is still on the loose tonight. 
 
The first attack happened just after 9:30 Saturday night around College Park 
Apartments on NW 2nd Ave.  
 
Gainesville Police Lt. Jeffrey Blundell says, "It appears she was punched in the face in a 
residential lawn and that knocked her to the ground and then he physically attacked her, 
indications that he was going to rape her." 
A neighbor heard the girl's screams and came outside to see what was going on. At that 
point, the attacker ran away. Police believe the same man then came here on campus, 
attacked another girl and tried to drag her into the woods. 
 

Police say they believe it is the same attacker because witnesses gave similar 
descriptions of the man. 

Lt. Blundell says, "His description is a little bit larger than most males-- anywhere from 
six to six five and weight was estimated to be over 200 pounds, so it's a larger individual 
with close cut brown hair and then a close cut beard. So that description we feel that it's 
pretty distinct in both of those incidents that it appears to be related." 

Police are recommending women exercise extra caution. Suggested safety measures 
include traveling in groups, walking in well lit areas, and always being aware of the 
surroundings. GPD asks anyone with information about this suspect to contact the 
detective division at (352) 393-7500. 

 9/17/14 6 & 11pm 

 Child kidnapping 

 Police say a group of kids was able to intervene and save a young girl after an alleged 
kidnapping at Gardenia Gardens Apartments. Police say an eight-year-old girl was 
playing outside Gardenia Gardens Apartments Wednesday evening when Donald 
Mobley pulled her inside his apartment and blocked the door. Three other neighborhood 
children, ages six, eight, and fourteen, saw the alleged kidnapping and forced their way 
into the apartment to save the girl. 
 
GPD Captain William Halvosa says, "If it wasn't for the kids and their involvement and 
intervening, we're not sure what the actions of Mr. Mobley were going to be. Fortunately 
in this particular case where the young child was fighting to get out of the apartment, in 
this particular case she was saved." 
 



Captain Halvosa says Mobley was charged with lewd and lascivious acts on a child 
under 16 in 2001. But he's not a registered sex offender because the charge was 
reduced. Instead, Mobley was convicted of indecent exposure which is a misdemeanor.  
 
Captain Halvosa says, "It's very alarming to that particular neighborhood so we had a 
good ending but at the same time we're still looking into what his motive was going to be 
and certainly we're concerned about his future residency in that future apartment 
complex." 
 
Residents of Gardenia Gardens say a lot of children live in this complex and they were 
shocked to find out which neighbor was arrested for the kidnapping.  
 
 

Neighbor Terrikita Mitchell says, "It was weird like, Mr. Don? Mr. Don did that? But then 
you know, you can't judge a book by its cover so I really don't know. I'm going to keep 
my babies in the house a lot more now, a whole lot more knowing that." 

Mobley is currently in the Alachua County Jail on a $105,000 bond. Mobley says he did 
not kidnap the girl, but that she went into the apartment willingly.  

 

EDUCATION 

7/3/14 6 & 11pm 

FCAT                   

There's a practice test where students can see what next years FCAT replacement is 
like.   
     GTN's Hailey Holloway reports on the test and just how user-friendly the online 
assessment is.  
   "They're giving you sample items so this is what it might look like in format or in 
cognitive demand." 
   "The practice test is supposed to help students and teachers get familiar with taking a 
computer based test in the new format. I took the 5th grade math assessment and while 
it was hard, I had way more problems with the technical aspect of actually taking the 
test than solving the math problems." 
   So we had a 5th grader who just took the FCAT a couple of months ago take the new 
online test to see how easy the transition will be. 
   "I couldn't figure out where, like how I would put down the answer." 
   "It's harder than the FCAT.  I would've gotten a worse score on the FCAT." 
   Cameron says the content on the FCAT is more difficult, but he had a much harder 
time using the new test. 
   "The difference between them is that this one's questions are harder and the way that 



you're supposed to answer them is harder." 
   Alachua County's new superintendent says getting the practice test up is only a small 
part of what the Department of Education said it would do 
   "The actual practice test is just a very tiny, tiny spec with this. The actual test 
specification would be better. And the DOE had promised to deliver that already and 
they're behind." 

 

 7/8/14 6 & 11pm 

 For a growing number of area students--school is the only place they have to call 
home.  
 
GTN's Briana Harper takes a look at homelessness numbers and what resources are in 
place to make a more positive change.  
 

The Alachua County School District has about 30,000 students. 

All who are promised equal access to education through the county's McKinney-Vento 
homeless services.  
Alachua County's McKinney-Vento Educator Nadia Shields says, "It allows for a student 
to maintain placement at their school of origin which is where the transition or 
homelessness occurred because the reduction in transition will reduce other issues at 
schools such as behavior and not having supplies." 
 

Issues like this that may now affect up to 800 students currently classified as 
homeless. A higher amount from the more than 500 homeless students reported during 
the previous school year.  

But based on the Department of Education's economic expectations for the area-- there 
is some good news.  
Alachua county is well below the estimated two thousand homeless students predicted 
by the state.  
 

But there's a chance this could change. 

"Through additional training, support of our staff our schools we can make sure we're 
identifying students so that we make sure we aren't creating access barriers.  
 

The criteria for homelessness is defined as sharing housing, living in hotels and motels, 
living in shelters, abandoned in hospital or foster care, and living in cars, parks, and/or 
abandoned buildings. 



The St. Francis house is one local resource offering homeless help along with engaging 
education  
Case Manager Andy Reynolds says, "This gives people temporary stability to get into 
that next place and we do have a room designated as a learning center for families with 
children." 
 

Once the new school year begins homeless students must re-enroll for McKinney-Vento 
services. 

And if the numbers continue to increase-- so will the assistance.  
"The city, county, and the homeless coalition have worked together to set up priorities 
and our number one priority is families and children." 

 

 7/11/14   6 & 11pm 

 Alachua County Schools Performances 

Preliminary school grades are released today by the Department of Education. Across 
the state, the number of schools earning an A increased, but so did the number of F 
schools. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on how Alachua County Schools performed. 
 
 
 Elementary and middle school grades are based on FCAT scores using a formula 
which includes factor like overall performance and gains for struggling students. The 
Alachua County School District received a C grade overall-- eight schools receiving A's 
and four receiving F's. The F schools are Duval, Lake Forest, Shell, and Rawlings 
elementary schools. Both Lake Forest and Shell received F's last year too.  
 
Juan Copa with the Florida Department of Education says, "They will receive additional 
support to focus on those areas that need to be strengthened. For example we can 
provide additional support to improve their reading scores--additional focus and 
attention so we can turn the performance of those schools around." 
 
The 300 lowest performing elementary schools on the reading test are also required to 
implement an extended school day with one hour of intensive reading. The four F 
schools plus Metcalfe and Waldo elementary schools are on that list.  
 
Jackie Johnson, Alachua County Schools Spokesperson, says, "It will be for all students 
at the schools regardless of their scores, they will have an extra hour of intensive 
reading instruction for each school day." 
 
Rawlings Elementary is one of those schools which will be required to implement the 
extended day intensive reading program in the fall. Alachua County Schools 



Spokesperson, Jackie Johnson, says the problem is, it's a cycle. A school will have low 
test scores, be required to implement a program like this one, the test scores will 
improve, and then the program will be taken away, and the scores will drop again.  
 
 

 Johnson says, "That unfortunately is kind of a bug in the system and is something we 
would like to get around we would like to find someway to sustain those programs that 
have shown to be beneficial in the past, the problem is there just aren't enough 
resources to do it." 

This is the last year of FCAT testing as Florida transitions into a new test to comply with 
the Florida Standards. With the FCAT gone next year, after students take the new test, 
the Department of Education will use those scores to establish a new grading scale. 
Consequences based on school grades will not begin until 2016. 

 7/13/14 6 & 11pm 

 Boulware Charter School 

A new school opens next week in Gainesville and it's setting itself apart with a 
nontraditional schedule. In our big story tonight, GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on 
Boulware Charter School and why parents are filling up the waiting list.  
 
 One parent, Ericka Jackson, says, "I'm so excited that she got in. I was calling all the 
time asking them, okay, did anybody drop off the list? Because she was initially on the 
waiting list and someone didn't come through with what they needed to provide, so 
that's how she got on and I was really excited."  
 
Ericka Jackson's daughter is starting second grade at Boulware Springs Charter School 
on Monday. This is the first year the elementary school will be open and it's starting out 
with a maximum of 112 students. Those spots are filling up quickly.  
 
 
 Co-Directors of the school, Kay Abbitt and Megan Lane, say. "We have openings in 
fourth grade, four openings in fourth grade and a huge wait list for the other grade 
levels."  
One thing drawing parents to Boulware Springs is a schedule which puts kids in class 
for extra hours. The school year starts mid-July and runs through early June. Plus, 
Monday through Thursday kids are in school from 8am-4pm and Fridays from 8am-
2pm.  
 
 Abbitt and Lane say, "And if a student is below grade level in reading or math, they 
have to stay for an additional hour and a half of tutoring. So, it's a pretty rigorous day for 
a lot of kids, especially the younger guys because it could be 8am-5:30pm." 
 



 The directors say this allows for an increased focus on the curriculum, and the time to 
include additional subjects like the arts, Spanish, and tennis lessons. Working parents 
say this schedule is a better fit.  
 
 
 

 Jackson says, "It's going to be a double plus-- she's going to get more instructional 
time, and we'll have to pay less for daycare because it will only be an hour and a half at 
the end of each day that she's not in school." 

The directors say the year round schedule helps struggling students because they 
receive more consistent time in the classroom.  

 8/6/14 6 & 11pm 

 Role Models for Florida’s Foster Children 

Star athletes, the Department of Children and Families, and the Department of Military 
Affairs are teaming up this week to provide roll models for Florida's foster children. 40 
foster children from across the state are gathering at Camp Blanding for a four day 
Wellness and Leadership Academy. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more. 
 
Founder of the academy, Myron Rolle, says, "We want them to come as sort of a blank 
canvas and leave imprinted with this idea and this belief that they are going to go on 
and be the difference makers in the community." 
 
Knowing what they are capable of is often a challenge for children in foster care 
because they have faced so much adversity.  
DCF Regional Director Bill D'Aiuto says, "Everything from horrific physical abuse, to 
homelessness, to severe neglect, sometimes they may be in a situation where they 
didn't know where their next meal was coming from, to just trauma from emotional and 
physical abuse." 
 
Former FSU football star and Rhodes Scholar, Myron Rolle, started his Wellness and 
Leadership Academy six years ago to help empower these children. He says his goal is 
to teach them how to have a healthy body, strong mind, and achieve success through 
fun activities and mentoring. Many of those mentors are other well known athletes.  
 
Rolle says, "I feel like athletes can communicate the message that, look, there are a lot 
of different skills and tools you can use and you can build and develop to help you be a 
successful person and reach your goals. they've gone through valley moments, but 
they've used those same traits that they did every single day as an athlete to rise up 
and become successful people like they are." 
 
 The kids spend four days at the camp participating in team building activities and 



learning from their mentors. Rolle says the growth is clear.  
 

"When they leave here, they leave here different. A smile on their face, their whole 
demeanor and disposition has changed. That's exciting for me. That's when you know 
you've done something well and you've made a change in someone's life." 

The other athletes contributing to the camp include Lenny Cooke, Dexter Carter, and 
Romeo Miller.  

 9/10/14 6 & 11pm 

 Refusal to give FCAT 

One local teacher is refusing to give her students a state-wide standardized test. GTN's 
Mayci McLeod has more on how the district is responding. 
Chiles Elementary Kindergarten Teacher, Susan Bowles, says, "It's very sad that I may 
have to give up teaching because I love it so much-- I love the children." 
 
Bowles says she fears losing her job because she is under review by the Alachua 
County School District. It is required by law that all Florida Kindergartners take a 
standardized test called the FAIR test this week. But one teacher at Chiles Elementary 
is refusing to administer that test. Bowles says the assessment is not practical for 
Kindergarten students. She says many of them are not proficient using a computer 
mouse for an online assessment and the test has to be administered to each student 
one-on-one, without supervision for the rest of the class. 
Bowles says, "I kind of did the math and it was going to be like a week of instructional 
time lost with no regard for the other children, so when you factor that in, and you have 
to figure out, okay, well if I pair up with my teacher next to me and she watches my kids 
a day so I can do testing and then I do that for her, now that's double the time so that's 
two weeks. It's administered three times a year, so now we're looking at six weeks of 
instructional time lost." 
 
The Alachua County Education Association backs Bowles' stand against the test.  
President of the Alachua County Education Association, Karen McCann, 
says, "Hopefully this is going to bring attention to the fact that we are really emotionally 
abusing children with the amount of testing and lack of time to actually teach." 
 
But the Alachua County School district says Bowles' refusal to give the test won't 
prevent the students from taking it.  
 

Alachua County Schools Spokesperson, Jackie Johnson, says, "It's a legal requirement 
and until the law changes, the district has to administer that test. So, the students will be 
administered the test by the principal. That will happen." 



The school district could only confirm a review is taking place. It would not comment on 
whether or not Bowles could lose her job for refusing to give the test. And although 
Kindergarten students are supposed to start the FAIR test this week, technical problems 
with the software have temporarily postponed the assessment.  

 9/25/14 6 & 11pm 

 Vouchers 

One local teacher is refusing to give her students a state-wide standardized test. GTN's 
Mayci McLeod has more on how the district is responding. 
Chiles Elementary Kindergarten Teacher, Susan Bowles, says, "It's very sad that I may 
have to give up teaching because I love it so much-- I love the children." 
 
Bowles says she fears losing her job because she is under review by the Alachua 
County School District. It is required by law that all Florida Kindergartners take a 
standardized test called the FAIR test this week. But one teacher at Chiles Elementary 
is refusing to administer that test. Bowles says the assessment is not practical for 
Kindergarten students. She says many of them are not proficient using a computer 
mouse for an online assessment and the test has to be administered to each student 
one-on-one, without supervision for the rest of the class. 
Bowles says, "I kind of did the math and it was going to be like a week of instructional 
time lost with no regard for the other children, so when you factor that in, and you have 
to figure out, okay, well if I pair up with my teacher next to me and she watches my kids 
a day so I can do testing and then I do that for her, now that's double the time so that's 
two weeks. It's administered three times a year, so now we're looking at six weeks of 
instructional time lost." 
 
The Alachua County Education Association backs Bowles' stand against the test.  
President of the Alachua County Education Association, Karen McCann, 
says, "Hopefully this is going to bring attention to the fact that we are really emotionally 
abusing children with the amount of testing and lack of time to actually teach." 
 
But the Alachua County School district says Bowles' refusal to give the test won't 
prevent the students from taking it.  
 

Alachua County Schools Spokesperson, Jackie Johnson, says, "It's a legal requirement 
and until the law changes, the district has to administer that test. So, the students will be 
administered the test by the principal. That will happen." 

The school district could only confirm a review is taking place. It would not comment on 
whether or not Bowles could lose her job for refusing to give the test. And although 
Kindergarten students are supposed to start the FAIR test this week, technical problems 
with the software have temporarily postponed the assessment.  



 

 CONSUMER INFORMATION 

 7/13/14 6 & 11pm 

 GRU Rate Hike 

Even though GRU rates have been the highest in the state for years, the company 
wants you to pay more next year. GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on what you might 
have to shell out in 2015 - if the city commission approves the proposal.  
  GRU customers are used to opening high utility bills and now those bills could get 
even larger 
   "The increase isn't as high as GRU was expecting it to be but you are definitely going 
to see a bigger number on your bill next year and probably the year after that." 
   "The projections we're seeing right now are a lot less of an increase in 2015 and then 
an increase in 2016 and 17." 
   GRU says the proposed increase is the result of decreasing sales and increasing 
costs. 
   "Our electric sales this year are about the same as they were in 2000. Our water sales 
this year are projected to be about the same as they were in the mid 1990s. So what 
we're seeing is utility usage drop in our system and that's what we're hearing from other 
utilities too; it's a phenomenon in Florida as well as the US." 
    The base rates for your water, wastewater and gas would all go up, with an additional 
fuel charge for gas. The utility says it is trying to offset costs with new revenue and 
cutting money slated for 59 vacant jobs.  
   With the proposal you could see the base rate decrease but you would also see a new 
$9 fuel charge for every1000kWhh.  
   GRU will present the fiscal year 2015 budget to the city commission on Monday.  

 7/14/14 6 & 11pm 

 GRU Budget 

GRU presents its FY2015 budget plan to the city commission. It includes a rate increase 
and a six million dollar software update.  
   The commission had budgeted five million dollars to update it's software last year but 
it didn't happen. That money rolled over to this year and GRU is asking for an additional 
million to start the update. Commissioner Lauren Poe says after a decade with the 
same software the update is overdue he says it's necessary to have a more efficient 
utility and give customers access to more information. 
   "If they want to look at the financials of the utility, where is their money going, how is it 
being spent? You know if they have questions that help them more fully understand the 
utility then that will be a part of that as well." 
   But the whole commission is not on board with approving the $6 million project. 



   "Before we move to a new system that we don't have the necessary expertise to 
manage, why don't we see how efficient we can make the system we have now manage 
more efficiently? Bring in some experts and consultants to make what we have more 
efficient." 
   This is not a one time allocation; GRU is proposing additional money for this project 
for the next two years as it phases in the new software. The commission is scheduled to 
adopt the budget in September,  
   As we reported last week, GRU is proposing your base rates to increase for water, 
wastewater and gas. We have a link to that story with how much more you can expect 
to pay on our FaceBook page. 

 7/18/14 6 & 11pm 

 Transportation Surtax 

Gainesville city commissioners agree to projects for a 1 cent transportation surtax that's 
going on the November ballot. The projects are for roads and infrastructure, but a recent 
addition includes help specifically for seniors.  
   GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on the initiative in our big story tonight. "We were 
approached by some advocates for senior citizens to try to see is we could take a small 
amount of the money and focus on areas to get more people to the senior center and to 
do other things that are a little more specific to the needs of senior citizens, that in many 
cases are both unable to drive and quite frankly, in some cases are unable to get to a 
block or two away bus station." 
   "They've had their keys taken away from them, don't have the ability to put gas in their 
car and really shouldn't be on the roads are sitting at home, isolated." 
   The plan is to have 3 to 5 small buses shuttling home-bound seniors to the senior 
center the center will eventually be used as a starting point to get seniors to places like 
the grocery store, church, and healthcare facilities. 
   "We also did a survey of about 200 seniors that are members of our senior recreation 
center. And out of the 200, 185 of them said they would use this transit  system at least 
3 times a week." 
   If the surtax does not pass, that doesn't mean the transportation initiative won't 
happen. 
   "I'm not counting on or relying on this tax. I understand that this is a big deal for a lot 
of people and if it does not pass, we still have to prioritize the funding that we have. And 
I've tried to make sure that we do that along the way in the process so that we really are 
providing the most value to the tax-payer. Both from our regular budget as well as the 
potential revenue that will come from a tax." 
   The senior transportation initiative is now part of the transportation surtax you will be 
able to vote on it this November. 
 

 7/29/14 6 & 11pm 

 VA Reform Bill 



Congress reached an agreement to help with VA wait times and lacking services. We 
have more from The Villages community about the proposal. 
 
 
 The VA Reform Bill allocates $17billion to hire more staff to facilitate the amount of 
veterans needing care and to allow veterans with wait times more than 30 days to see a 
private physician. The Villages' residents have differing opinions on whether so much 
money should be spent, but they agree the long wait times need to end.  
 
 
Dee Thomas, the wife of an Air Force veteran, says, "Well, I think it's important that we 
take care of our veterans. Now if they need more money they should have it. However 
at the same time, I think whatever funds they have should be used as efficiently as 
possible and allocating it in the proper places, maybe cutting back on the help other 
places and adding more. So that we are balancing out but definitely if they need funds 
they should have it. " 
 

The $17billion expense is not set in stone. Congress is expected to vote on the proposal 
by the end of the week.  

 7/30/14 6 & 11pm 

 Eight Year one cent sales tax for roads 

Alachua County voters decide in November whether they approve of an eight year one 
cent sales tax for roads.  Thursday morning at 10 the public will get an opportunity to let 
county staff and the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce what they think.  It's at the 
Senior Rec Center at 5701 NW 34th Blvd. There are sessions scheduled in August in 
Alachua and Archer as well. 

 8/1/14 6 & 11pm 

 Noise Ordinance 

A noise ordinance goes into effect today limiting loud music played from vehicles. GTN's 
Mayci McLeod has more on the ordinance and new penalties for blasting music from 
your car.  
 
Gainesville Police Department says it's time to turn down the car stereos.  
 
GPD Sergeant Jaime Kurnick says, "Probably the number one complaint we get when 
we go to citizens' groups and community crime watches is, 'I have a loud audible stereo 
in a car that drives up and down my neighborhood and I can hear it inside my house'. 
It's disturbing normal people in their regular residential neighborhoods." 
 



And starting today, a city noise ordinance applies to vehicles. According to the 
ordinance, law enforcement should not be able to hear a car stereo more than 200 feet 
away.  
 
Jonny Blaster, who sells and installs car stereos says standard systems are getting 
louder and louder.  
 
Blaster says, "There's some nice stock car stereos that can do that if you roll the 
windows down." 
 
And then his customers invest in reaching even higher decibels.  
Blaster says, "They definitely want to be heard because when I finish the systems, 
people will stand outside their cars and see how far away they can be heard outside 
their car." 
 
Violators of the ordinance will first receive a warning, one the second offense they will 
get a ticket with a $271 fine. That's upped to $521 the third time.  
 
Sgt. Kurnick says, "What we've seen with the noise ordinance in the past is those 
warnings have stopped a lot of those issues that have been occurring from going to a 
citation so we may not-- never have to fine someone once we've warned them once." 
 

Blaster adds,"If you're sitting next to a police officer at a red light and you're cranking it 
that loud, you're asking for trouble so you've gotta have respect, you know." 

GPD says if someone violates the ordinance a fourth time, they will be required to 
appear before a judge.   

 9/3/14 6 & 11pm 

 Water Conservation Project 

A water conservation project will help improve the St. Johns River water quality while 
keeping the green in your backyard and your wallet, too. 
 
It's a project designed to increase Clay county's water supply and decrease pollution in 
St. Johns River and is in its final stages. 
 
Engineers at the Clay County Utility Authority had two goals when drafting this proposal 
--- to expand the already existing reservoirs and reduce the amount of processed 
sewage flowing into St. Johns River. 
 
"We're thrilled to be able to get our effluent out of the river. You know, that's just a 
bonus for the lower St. Johns because, you know, historically its had trouble with 
nutrient pollution," said CCUA chief engineer David Bolam. 



 
The project will add nine infiltration cells to hold over two million gallons of treated 
wastewater --- water that would have otherwise flowed into St. Johns River. 
 
For the St. Johns River water quality improvement initiative, this major improvement has 
earned Clay county a special title. 
 
"It's partners like Clay County that have really stepped up and tried to get ahead of the 
curve and make these kinds of reductions long-term that have really - you know, really 
are the heroes in this story," said SJRWMD initiative leader Derek Busby. 
 
The CCUA treatment facility will end up saving taxpayers over $1 million because it 
ended up going under its original budget. 
 
On top of saving taxpayers money, the project could ensure a steady supply of water 
during Florida's dry season. 
 
The water will be collected when demand isn't high so residents can use it when the 
blistering summer months of May and June roll around. 
 
Engineers will be submitting their final design for approval and hope to have their 
project out to bid this fall. 

 9/3/14 6 & 11pm 

 County Budget 

The Alachua County Commission is in the final stages of preparing the budget for the 
fiscal year starting in October. Sheriff Sadie Darnell says she walked into the 
commission meeting prepared for some cuts to the Sheriff's Office budget, but lost a lot 
more than expected.  
 
Sheriff Darnell says, "To tell you the truth, I don't know what they're thinking. I've given 
up on trying to understand where their positions come from." 
 
She says she is frustrated with recent county commission cuts to the tentative budget 
for the Alachua County Sheriff's Office. County Commissioner Robert Hutchinson says 
the budget is still $1.5 million larger than last year.  
Commissioner Hutchinson says,"A million and a half is still a healthy increase in her 
budget and personally I feel like it shouldn't have increased that much given the fact that 
crime rate is going down." 
 
The Sheriff says there are some additional mandatory expenses out of her control.  
 
Sheriff Darnell says, "I may make cuts, but then you have to add in for the retirement 
system costs, healthcare costs continue to go up, so that's an add in to the budget over 



which I have no control. Where I have control I have made cuts repeatedly and 
consistently." 
She says $585,000 had already been cut from the budget, and another $470,000 cut at 
Tuesday's commission meeting.  
Commissioner Hutchinson says, "Last year the Sheriff voluntarily reduced her number 
of employees by 25 plus took an additional 12 off the streets and put them into the 
schools and that's totally her call, but even she recognizes she's overstaffed for what 
she needs to be doing out there."  
 
Sheriff Darnell says she wasn't expecting so much additional funding to be cut at the 
Commission meeting. She says she's not exactly sure where those cuts are going to 
come from, but resource deputies may need to be taken out of elementary, middle, and 
high schools. 
 
She says, "It's incredibly scary. It's an incredibly important and vital program in any 
community." 
 

She says layoffs are definitely not going to be a result of these cuts. Commissioner 
Hutchinson says money cut from the Sheriff's Office budget will be divided between a 
tax decrease, Partnership programs, and Grace Marketplace. 

 9/16/14 6 & 11pm 

 Speeding 

Slow down, be patient, save a life.  

 
That's the message from the Florida Highway Patrol as they spend this month tackling 
aggressive driving.   
 
FHP will be ticketing people who are driving aggressively.   
 
This includes speeding, following other cars too closely, and changing lanes without 
signaling.   
 
The campaign will run until September 25th and is designed to cut down on aggressive 
driving that causes deadly crashes. 

 9/16/14 6 & 11pm 

 Self Defense Devices on Campus 

The University of Florida is relaxing some of its policies when it comes to students 
carrying self defense devices on campus.  



 
"University of Florida students are getting a little bit if a break when it comes to carrying 
stun guns on campus, but campus police say they'll still be required to get a permit for 
those weapons."  
 
Three women have been attacked near and on u-f's campus over the past three 
weeks.   
 
Now in light of the recent assaults, campus police will let students carry these weapons 
if students know how to use them properly and safely.   
 
"Especially during these times right now - we're going to be understanding of those 
circumstances and see exactly what might be taking place and how it was used, what 
were the circumstances involving us actually finding out where that device was."  
 
There is a code of conduct in place that says students who have stun guns must have a 
permit.  
 
But not all students have a concealed weapons permit.   
 
University of Florida student Sami Wax just recently purchased a stun-gun after hearing 
about all the campus attacks.   
 
"i'm on campus late and i go to work early when it's still dark out so a lot of the times i'm 
on my own. And it's also a lot more comforting to have some other means of protecting 
myself."  
 
University police say -- if students don't have a concealed weapons permit and they 
purchase a stun-gun, or if they already own one -- they should still go online an apply 
for one.   

 

 9/26/14 6 & 11pm 

 Waldo Police Department Controversy 

"No we need a city police department to maintain the neighborhood, and all this area 
cause Alachua County is not always going to be close enough when something goes 
wrong, especially burglaries and stuff like that, business thefts, you know makes a big 
difference when you go these guys around." 
The Alachua County sheriffs office says they won't be extending a contract to keep an 
interim police chief in charge of the Waldo Police department.  
Now the City of Waldo may be without their own police force.  
Next Tuesday the waldo city council will meet to discuss if they can afford to keep a 
police department and hire a new chief-- especially after the city's speed trap scandal.  



"and at that meeting they'll be some decisions to be made about the future of the waldo 
police department or at least further discussion about the future, they may not come to 
finalized decisions at that point, but they very well could."  
The Alachua County sheriff's budget has already taken a hit. Sheriff Sadie Darnell says 
they can't keep up the cost of having a temporary police chief in Waldo.  
"We got football season, we've got a concert coming up real soon, we're busy and we're 
short staffed anyway so its a extra responsibility - a decision needs to be made so the 
City of Waldo can continue and become stable and we can get our stability back also."  
The future of the Waldo Police Department remains uncertain. But the Alachua County 
sheriffs office says it will still help out where it can.  
And residents will still have access to 9-1-1 services.  

 

 HEALTH AND MEDICAL 

 7/23/14 6 & 11pm 

 Safer Sports 

A new study at UF looks to keep athletes in contact sports safer. GTN's Mayci McLeod 
has the story.  
 
 Robert Cox, Director of Camp Blue Wave, says, "My son had a concussion in lacrosse 
season this year and so it was almost a full month of tests and everything he had to go 
through before he could go back to action." 
Concussions affect athletes of all ages and the symptoms can be subtle and difficult to 
diagnose. But, that head injury can have serious long term affects. Researchers at the 
University of Florida have developed a way to detect concussions much faster-- before 
the player even leaves the field. 
 
 Every college athlete is required to take a series of baseline tests to show their mental 
abilities when they are healthy.  
 Dr. Jay Clugston, UF Team Physician, says, "Our first tests we do are centered on 
cognition-- such as memory and attention, and we do a balance test." 
 
But he says there is a need for a test that is easier to take and focuses on a different 
type of brain function. During a UF study, the King-Devick vision test was added to the 
baseline tests for athletes in football, lacrosse, and soccer.  
 
Dr. Clugston says,  "They look at a screen on an iPad and there's numbers on the 
screen, and the athlete reads them from left to right, top to bottom, then they have two 
more screens that are a little bit harder with different spacing, at at the end of those 
three screens they get a total time. So it's really easy to do and it's one number that 
doesn't require a lot of interpretation. You just compare it to what their baseline score 
was and if they're slower or worse, then you suspect an injury may be there and they 



may have a concussion." 
 
 He says when combined with the other tests, the series is 100% accurate in 
recognizing concussions. Dr. Clugston says the sooner a concussion is diagnosed, the 
better.  
 
 

Dr. Clugston says, "If they're concussed and they're playing and they get hit again, 
they're at risk of having worse symptoms, taking a lot longer to recover so they miss 
more practices and games." 

He says further brain damage could cause more permanent problems and, in some 
cases, death. Dr. Clugston says he hopes the results of the study will lead to more 
schools and athletic programs adding vision tests to their concussion protocol.  

 7/23/14 6 & 11pm 

 Arts in Medicine 

UF Health Shands offers more than just physical care for patients. The hospital also 
focuses on mental and emotional treatment.  
And it's all made possible through a special program known as Arts in Medicine.  
 

In this special report -- GTN's Briana Harper sits down with one former patient who is 
taking her bedside talents well beyond the hospital walls. 

Musician, artist, and survivor.  
 

Three titles that accurately describe 20 year old Khandice Long. 

And the experience that began more than a year ago helped lead her to where she is 
today.  
 

Khandice says,"That's when they told me basically it's a 95% chance that you have 
Osteosarcoma and they gave me some statistics that it's a rare childhood bone forming 
cancer. A one hour appointment basically turned into an 11 hour testing day doing 
series of blood work, CAT scans, MRIs, every scan in the book." 

After the testing - that's when Khandice joined the nearly 800 people diagnosed each 
year with this rare form of bone cancer. 



And even with more extended hospital stays and treatment - some lasting up to six 
weeks - her positive outlook is what set her apart.  
 

"Every time I was away for long periods of time I'd just look at it as a vacation. So I 
would be like you know I have room service here, I get to be waited on hand and foot, I 
get to do art classes with the art therapists and music." 

 A few healing incentives better known as Arts in Medicine.  
This double decade long program offers patients the chance to express themselves 
creatively - no matter what health struggles they're facing.  
 

"Art helps us connect with the places within ourselves that are still well even if we're 
dealing with disease." 

Dylan Klempner is an artist in residence at Shands who hosts creative workshops for 
patients fighting cancer.  
He offers hands-on activities like this that soon begin to grow and take on a life of their 
own.  
 

Klempner says, "It's another art project we're going to take your favorite song, rearrange 
the words so that you can write your own poem or whatever and create an art piece with 
it and maybe you can turn that into a song." 

 
Throughout the hallways of Shands you'll find hundreds of other patients legacies 
displayed through these works of art.  
"Making art allows them to use the hospital experience itself to do something from it, to 
make something beautiful out of it." 
 

And Khandice has chosen to take her art experience beyond the hospital walls. 

Following her cancer recovery she began her very own business called creative 
ambition.  
From paintings....  
"I like to tell stories behind my work... Painting with purpose I guess you could call it." 
 

To custom badge reels, lighters, and cell phone cases. All items Khandice sells with a 
percentage of the profits returning to shands hospital-- where her artistic inspiration first 
began.  



"Nobody ever gave me a couple months to live, but I'm glad I made the most of my 
situation choosing to look at the positive sides of things." 
 

Positive results that include creating her very own published book of poems, having her 
artwork displayed in an exhibit, and even getting a chance to take pictures with the 
governor. 

And no matter the diagnosis or the disease the arts provide a creative distraction on the 
path to recovery.  
"Surrounding yourself by that love from a support system of friends and family and even 
strangers-- all that helps your healing and laugh a lot that helps." 
 
To check out some of Khandice's art pieces visit GTN's facebook page with links to how 
you can shop and grab your very own Creative Ambition item.  

  

 7/14/14 6 & 11pm 

 Back to School Immunizations 

The Alachua County Health Department will offer a free back to school immunization 
clinic from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday at the department’s office, 224 SE 24th St. All 
immunizations required for students from kindergarten through 12th grade will be 
provided free of charge. 
 
The health department’s staff is asking parents and guardians to bring their children’s 
shot records to expedite the process. 
 
Age-appropriate, non-school-required immunizations for medical conditions such as 
Hepatitis A, meningitis, Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) and Rotavirus vaccines also will 
be available at no cost. 

 9/16/14 6 & 11pm 

 New Football Helmets 

New helmets are in play for the football programs at Live Oak and St. Francis. 
Technology in the helmets aims to keep kids from getting serious head injuries by 
notifying trainers when they take a hard hit. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more. 

Doctors say it's important to know as soon as an athlete has a significant hit to the 
head. 

UF Health Sports Medicine Physician Dr. Jason Zaremski says, "It's absolutely 
imperative that you prevent that athlete from getting a second hit while they currently 



have a current concussion. So getting to that athlete and doing the appropriate baseline 
protocols and the sideline assessment is extremely important to protect not only them 
from their current injury but from future injury as well." 

And that's exactly what the Ridell Insite Impact Response System aims to do. Sensors 
line the inside of each helmet and alert trainers on the sidelines if a player experiences 
a significant single impact during a game, or multiple impacts over the course of a week. 

Oak Hall Athletic Trainer, Xin Liew, says, "You can't necessarily see every hit because 
when they pile up in the middle you can't see anything. So with this, it helps so I know 
that if someone got an impact and then I can keep an eye on that kid." 

Coaches say one of the hardest things about working with high school kids is they could 
take a hard hit, and not tell anyone for fear of being taken out of the game. But once 
they put on these helmets, there's no question about who's safe to play. 

Oak Hall Head Football Coach, Scott McDaniel, says, "We almost have to save that 
child from himself. And that allows us to do that. It tells us that you've taken a significant 
shot and then we can hunt you down, find you, test you, make sure you're okay and 
then allow you back in the game. And if you're not, then it gives us the opportunity to get 
your helmet from you and keep you on the sideline." 

Coach McDaniel says the helmets cost about $300 a piece and the school shelled out 
about $15,000 to outfit both the middle school and high school teams. 

McDaniel says, "The safety of the athlete is above and beyond winning, it's above and 
beyond the college scholarship, it's above and beyond any of that stuff. The safety of 
the athlete has to come first." 

Florida law states any high school athlete who may have a concussion is to be pulled 
from the game until they're cleared by a concussion specialist. 

 9/30/14 6 & 11pm 

 Increase in Respiratory Illnesses 

Many states across the country have already seen an increase of severe respiratory 
illnesses targeting children.  
Already 40 states have confirmed cases of children with this respiratory illness.  
The Alachua County Department of Health says there are no cases of an outbreak in 
Florida-- 
but there are ways to protect yourself and children just as a precaution.  
"Try your best to sneeze you know in your arm you know like people say, and prevent 
from contaminating surfaces and then of course of you yourself are well and you know 
someone whose ill, make sure you try your best to exclude from them - washing hands, 
washing hands."  



The C-D-C says infants, children, and teens are most at risk for contracting Entero-virus 
which is spread like the common cold.  
Some parents like Derek and Robin wilson have not heard of the Enterovirus D-68, but 
they say if florida does get an outbreak they will make sure their son is protected.  
"We try not to use the public restrooms as much, just contamination, everyone touching 
everything, but if not maybe not go out so much with him and send just the parent out 
instead of the child."  
The C-D-C has cautioned that in the upcoming weeks, more states will have confirmed 
cases of the virus.  
There is no vaccine for it right now. 

 

 ENVIRONMENT 

 8/5/14 6 & 11pm 

 New Gainesville Renewable Energy Center 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protections has scheduled a public meeting 
this evening at 7 for the draft Gainesville Renewable Energy Center air permit. Some 
residents of Turkey Creek, Hague and other nearby communities have expressed 
concerns about the biomass plant's noise, odors, particulates and dust. 

8/6/14   6 & 11pm 

Biomass plant controversy   

The biomass plant has been the subject of many negative comments since it first 
came to Gainesville.  
 
Many residents have been slamming it for its effect on the environment. 
 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is stepping in to hear what 
residents want done. 
 
The Gainesville police department was buzzing with activity tonight but residents are 
concerned with a different type of crime prevention. 
 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection set up a forum for residents to 
voice their concerns about the biomass plant. 
 
The Gainesville Renewable Energy Center says they have been very open to 
comments from residents and have taken many steps to ease their concerns. 
 
"We're always open to feedback and we've been very responsive and proactive, 



installing a air and odor mitigation device. In addition to that, because of community 
feedback regarding dust, we've installed something called a dust boss which creates a 
physical barrier of water, which knocks down dust physically when our trucks tip," said 
GREC spokesperson John Brushwood. 
 
Brushwood says GREC has also taken steps to reduce noise pollution, installing sound 
absorbing panels in the stack. 
 
The Florida DEP says GREC has been good about following the rules they have set in 
place. 
 
"They've got a PS permit from us for construction which we put specific emission 
standards on specifically for that plant subject to federal regulations called Maximum 
Available Control Technology so they have alot of air pollution control equipment --'and 
they're workings with those?'-- Yes," said Florida DEP expert Jeff Koerner.  
 
However, some residents believe GREC is cutting corners. 
 
"In the early part of the permitting process, they got their permit by taking credit for air 
pollution equipment that was put on to the city's coal plant and that allowed them to 
avoid regulation on several major categories of polluting," said resident Tom Bussing.  
 
The Florida DEP will take the public comments and decide whether or not they should 
issue an air permit for the biomass plant. 
 
Should the DEP choose to issue GREC a permit, it will first send a proposed permit to 
the EPA for review. 

 CHILD SAFETY 

 8/6/14 6 & 11pm 

 Back To School Safety 

Kids around the country are getting ready to go back to school and their safety is always 
top priority for parents. Back to School is the perfect time for AlertID and the National 
Crime Prevention Council (home to McGruff the Crime Dog®) to share an important 
new app and 7 simple tips to get the school year off to a great and safe start. 
 
AlertID has partnered with the National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) to create 
the McGruff Mobile App. AlertID is the free national online and mobile service, which 
helps to reduce crime while providing a safe way for people to receive and share trusted 
public safety alerts and information.  Download the McGruff Mobile smartphone 
app (powered by AlertID) and enroll for a free membership. Once enrolled, members 
are able to view an interactive map displaying crimes and sex offenders in their 
neighborhoods. They will be able to receive alerts and information via email or mobile 



device for multiple locations such as their homes, schools, offices, or current locations. 
After signing up, members then have the ability to receive law enforcement emergency 
alerts, crime and sex offender alerts, prevention tips, and much more. It also includes a 
virtual neighborhood watch where members can share photos and information 
regarding suspicious activity with neighbors, police, and even Homeland Security. 
 
In addition to downloading McGruff Mobile so that parents can be aware of the dangers 
in their neighborhoods, please review these 7 simple tips to keep kids safe for “Back to 
School”: 
 
 

 Map out a safe way to walk to school or to the bus stop. Avoid crossing busy 
roads and intersections, if possible. Do a trial run with your kids so that you can 
discuss areas to avoid along the way, such as vacant lots, construction areas, 
and parks where there aren't many people. Encourage kids to walk to school or 
the bus stop with a sibling or friend, and wait at bus stops with other children. 

 Snap a photo of your child and enter up-to-date descriptions into the My Family 
Wallet™ (located within McGruff Mobile). If the child goes missing, members may 
access the information on their smartphones and send it quickly to law 
enforcement when every moment counts. 

 Ask about the safety and emergency plans for your children's school. How is 
local law enforcement involved? How are students and parents involved? What 
emergencies have been considered and planned for? 

 Create a group on AlertID with your school administrator to share emergency 
information with staff, parents and others via email and push notification. 

 Talk to your children about their day. Ask your children if they see anyone bullied, 
if they are bullied, or if anything else makes them feel uncomfortable. Look for 
warning signs of bullying, such as a sudden drop in grades, loss of friends, or 
torn clothing. 

 If you see something that is suspicious in your neighborhood, report it to local law 
enforcement and post information and updates to your neighbors on AlertID to 
help reduce crime. 

 Teach children to resolve problems without fighting. Talk to them about other 
ways they can work out a problem, such as talking it out, walking away, sticking 
with friends, or telling a trusted adult. 

 Keep an eye on your children's Internet use. Talk to your children about what 
they do online – what sites they visit, who they email, and who they chat with. 
Encourage them to speak up if something makes them uncomfortable, or if they 
witness forms of cyberbullying, such as threats or harassment. 

 
“Back to school is an important time for families to discuss safety with their children, 
review safety tips and be aware of threats to their children at home and school,” said 
AlertID founder, Keli Wilson. “The more informed we are as parents, the safer our 
children and the community will be.” 



 
The McGruff Mobile app is available for download on iTunes or the Android market. To 
sign up for a free AlertID account, or for more information, please go 
to www.AlertID.com. 

 8/21/14 6 & 11pm 

 Motorists and School Bus Safety 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles has designated August as Child 
Safety Awareness Month. This week, we will focus on promoting school bus safety for 
motorists and for schoolchildren.  

 

Motorists and School Bus Safety  

 

 All drivers moving in either direction on a two-way street must stop for a school 
bus displaying a stop signal, and must remain stopped until the road is clear of 
children AND the school bus stop arm is withdrawn.  

 On a highway divided by a paved median, all drivers moving in either direction 
must stop for a school bus displaying a stop signal, and must remain stopped 
until the road is clear of children AND the school bus stop arm is withdrawn.  

 On highway divided by a raised barrier or an unpaved median at least 5 feet 
wide, drivers moving in the opposite direction do not have to stop for the bus. 
(Painted lines or pavement markings are not considered barriers.) However, 
these motorists should slow down and watch for students loading or unloading 
from the bus.  

 Be alert and watch for children especially near schools, bus stops, school buses, 
and in school parking lots.  
Pay extra attention to the lower speed limits in school zones.  

 Do not pass other vehicles in school zones or at crosswalks.  
 Do not change lanes or make U-turns in school zones.  
 Watch for and obey signals from school crossing guards.  
 Only drive or park in authorized areas to drop off or pick up children at school.  

Safety at the Bus Stop  

 

 Arrive at the bus stop about five minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive.  
 Never sit on the roadway or the curb while waiting for your bus; wait in a safe 

place away from the road.  
Never speak to strangers at the bus stop or get into the car with a stranger. 

http://www.alertid.com/


Always tell your parents, the bus driver, and a teacher at school if a stranger tries 
to talk to you or pick you up.  

 When the bus stops, wait for the driver's signal that it is safe to cross the road or 
board the bus.  

 If crossing the street, look left, right, and left again. Make eye contact and make 
sure your bus driver can see you as you cross the street. 

 Never walk behind the school bus and stay away from the bus wheels at all 
times.  

Safety on the Bus  

 

 Know your bus driver's name and bus number.  
 Remain seated at all times and keep the aisle clear. 
 Don't put your head, head, or arms out the window.  
 Stop talking and remain silent when the bus comes to a railroad crossing so the 

driver can hear if a train  is approaching.  
 Avoid any loud or disruptive behavior that could distract the bus driver from 

safely operating the bus.  

 

9/2/14 6 & 11pm 

GPS TRACKING 

Nine-year-old autistic boy, Leo Walker, wandered out of his home in Live Oak in August. 
He was later found dead in a nearby pond. In an effort to prevent something like this 
from happening again, Live Oak Police Chief Buddy Williams is looking into forms of 
GPS tracking that could be worn by special needs children and adults.  
Chief Williams says, "Obviously if we have a way to track someone, you know time is of 
the essence with every missing child or adult. I think it definitely could save lives and if 
it's saved one, it's done what it's supposed to do." 
 
Joy Galler is the mother of twin girls, who both have autism. She says a form of GPS 
tracking is a great idea for special needs children.  
 

Galler says,"It's peace of mind knowing that you could track them down easily. Because 
if one of these kids gets lost, they can't go up and ask somebody for help if somebody 
approaches them they're not going to be able to say their name or where they live or 
their phone number, so this would be a life saver." 

Live Oak hasn't settled on a specific GPS device or worked out how the fund this idea. 
The Police Chief is holding a public meeting with State Representative Elizabeth Porter 



on Thursday, September 4th at 6pm to discuss grants and possible legislation which 
could bring this technology to Live Oak.  

 

HOMELESSNESS 

8/21/14 6 & 11pm 

21   Gainesville's new homeless center has been over budget since before the project 
even began. After guessing what the utility bills would cost, the center found out it would 
be short a million dollars a year. But today Grace Marketplace is getting a helping 
hand.  
   GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on the surprising new revenue source. 
   "We have been - since we took over Grace Marketplace, or started operating Grace 
Marketplace - in major fundraising mode. So we are looking at all kinds of different ways 
to do it so semi's worth of very nice furniture is a good way to go with fundraising." 
   Semi's full of furniture a local apartment management company didn't need after 
renovating it's student housing. Instead of selling it themselves they're letting grace 
marketplace do it. 
   "Contemporary Management wanted to donate it to a very worthwhile cause." 
   "There are four semis filled with furniture, just like this one that Grace Marketplace is 
hoping to sell. They want to raise about $10,000 to help with their operating costs." 
   And more furniture is coming. Four more semis filled with furniture are coming 
tomorrow, but Grace Marketplace says a lot of it is already being sold. 
   "Yes, very, very nice stuff. Some of it's a little nicked up but most of it is in good 
condition and people are very interested in it. So far we've had no trouble trying to get 
rid of it." 
   Grace will be selling the furniture on Craigslist and can even deliver it, but there is a 
site on the campus where you can come take a look and where Grace officials hope to 
educate the community on the center 
   "It gives us an opportunity to connect with other people in the community that may 
normally not have come out to visit us or to think about, Grace Marketplace. What's 
that? So you know, when they come out to purchase their furniture they'll see everything 
else that we have to offer." 
   The furniture is selling for about 50 dollars per piece. The center is hoping it will raise 
enough money to cover half of a month's deficit.  

8/25/14 6 & 11PM 

New Homeless Center 

25  Gainesville's new homeless center has been up and running for a couple of 
months now. People can go there to get free meals, take showers and do laundry. 
Tent city has also moved there - along with some concerning activities. In our big 
story tonight GTN's Hailey Holloway reports has more on what's really going on 



there. 
   "There are a lot of things going on in the positive for them, on the other hand, 
we've  spent an awful lot of money and we have not housed one person in our 
dormitories yet. And that is a little disturbing to me." 
   The city and county have been footing the bill since April, committing to giving a 
combined $300,000 each year. The day services have been up and running, but the 
overnight shelter won't open for a few more weeks, leaving about 50 people 
spending the night under the pavilion and countless tents surrounding the center. 
   "So now we're operating a one stop center within the middle of tent city." 
   "How do you feel about that?" 
   "Um, it's a good thing and a bad thing." 
   "Whether spending the night under the pavilion or in the tent city that has 
essentially relocated itself outside Grace Marketplace, everyone is welcome to the 
daily free meals, laundry and shower. But because Grace Marketplace officials have 
no control on what happens outside of this fence they're seeing some of the same 
problems that were in tent city with the nightlife and drugs and alcohol.." 
   We talked to many of the residents who say there's prostitution, at least seven 
meth labs, and physical abuse going on a daily basis. 
    "It's terrifying. It wasn't that way when I first came here, but yeah it's terrifying....It's 
a 13 acre campus and anything can happen. I know, I've been threatened here. I've 
been threatened because I don't do drugs. We had a young lady here last week who 
was kicked in the nose, the face and the pelvis. She's yet to bear her child, I wonder 
if she ever will." 
   "Are you concerned at all about enabling some of those behaviors by providing the 
food and the showers and the laundry? Aren't you trying to get them up and out?" 
   "We are. When people come in we do have expectations of them. They are pretty 
low expectations but they're expectations but again it's not like down on the plaza 
where they just give you a meal and you go off with the rats and eat your meal. You 
know, here when= you come in for a meal we have a dining room with flowers on the 
table and table cloths. And you're expected to sit there and eat your meal like a 
person." 
   Officials point toward the lack of a governing board as the source of many 
problems. Many residents want more people from the community to volunteer and 
get involved 

 9/30/14 6 & 11pm 

 New Homeless Center Progress 

30      After months of delays, Gainesville's new homeless center is finally opening 
overnight services. But as GTN's Hailey Holloway tells us in our big story tonight, only 
21 people get to go inside. "It's been 3 months since I've been onto a mattress. It's 
going to feel good, I'm ready to sleep." 

   Racheal Morrison is one of the lucky 21 who get a bed all to themselves, under a roof. 
After tonight, the other 30-40 people who have been staying under the pavilion have to 



find somewhere else to stay 
   "Yeah everybody's a little stressful right now. There's just a lot of people bumping 
heads right now, they're trying to figure out where they're going to sleep at." 
   The reason? The center's constant money problems. 
   "Right now we only have enough funding to staff either the indoor shelter or the 
outdoor pavilion and our contract requires us to provide the indoor shelter, so we didn't 
really have a choice in doing it." 
   At $10.50 an hour, the center can only afford one over night supervisor. 
    "Everyone who comes to Grace Marketplace has full access to the day services. But 
now that the pavilion is shut down and there are only 21 spots available at night, anyone 
who wants to sleep inside has to volunteer or work at the center to call one of these 
beds their own." 
    "This is a start to what we're going to be able to do here and we're going to be able to 
grow into a facility that can accommodate hundreds of people. We are fully capable of 
growing, we've got the space to grow into and as soon as we find the additional funding 
to provide staff for these services, we're going to be growing right into it." 
   The center started $19,000 a month over budget. Today they say they are down to 
about $14,000. 
 

LOCAL ELECTIONS 

8/26/14 6 & 11PM 

It's primary election day. County Commission, Attorney General and Gubernatorial 
candidates are all on the ballot. There are several candidates on the ballot but very few 
voters are going to the polls in Alachua County.  
   "I've never missed an election. I'm 65 years old and I have voted every opportunity 
since I was 21. That's the only voice I have." 
   But most Alachua County residents don't have the same passion for elections. Here -- 
primaries bring in about 30% of the registered county voters. 
   "It's looking like we're pretty close to normal. We do have some nice numbers from 
early voting. As you know that broke a record for early voting for a primary. We had over 
5,690 people vote and then we have 8,800 votes in house already for absentees." 
   You have until 7:00 tonight to cast your ballot so there is still time to get to the polls. 
   "We do have the Republican ballot and primaries for the Democrats as well. And 
there's the non partisan ballot. So even voters who are not affiliated with the Democrats 
or the Republicans have something to vote on with the school board and the judicial 
races because those are non-partisan races and everyone gets to vote on those." 
   Officials expect results to be in by nine tonight. We have a link to the supervisor of 
elections office on our FaceBook page. 

HUNGER 

9/22/14 6 & 11pm 



Feeding the Hungry in Alachua County 

The USDA's Nourishment Network arrived at the Salvation Army in Alachua County 
today to provide food for hundreds of families. The Nourishment Network travels around 
North Central Florida providing food to those in need. People signed up ahead of time 
and showed up today to retrieve up to 75 pounds of food for their families. USDA 
Nourishment Network Manager, Chris Hughes, says 1/6 people are food insecure, 
meaning they don't know when they will have their next meal. Hughes says the 
Nourishment Network is combating that statistic by handing out at least 500 meals in 
Alachua County in four hours. 

BULLYING 

9/29/14 6 & 11PM 

Concerned parents 

One Alachua County parent says a bullying incident at a local middle school is not being 
handled effectively by the district.  
 
 
Concerned parents of a Fort Clarke Middle School student say their child has been 
physically assaulted by another student three times since the start of the school year.  
 
Alachua County Sheriff's Office Sergeant Becky Butscher says, "The school resource 
deputy at Fort Clarke is very familiar with it. He's familiar with both of the children. He is 
paying attention to what is happening between them or not happening between them. 
He is keeping a close eye, is basically what I'm trying to say." 
 
 

And the alleged bullying escalated to the point that the school resource deputy filed a 
sworn complaint of aggravated stalking with the State Attorney's Office. 

Sgt. Butscher says, "That document is a charging document. It is turned over to the 
state attorney's office, they will review it, review the facts of the case and determine 
what course of action needs to take place given these are young juveniles." 
 
The parents of the victim say the district is well aware of the issue, but both students still 
share a lunch period. The parents say the district will not switch the children's schedules 
because that would mean the victim would miss gifted class, and the alleged offender 
would miss band class. 
 
Sgt. Butscher says, "The superintendent would need to be the one to make the 
schedule change.The school has notified the district office of the school board and any 



changes that need to be made to the schedule need to come from them." 
 

The Alachua County School District declined so speak on camera, but district 
spokesperson Jackie Johnson said the district is very aware of the situation. She says 
there are some additional privacy issues which complicate this specific case. She says 
the district is looking at some options and discussing those options with the district 
attorney. 

Sgt. Butscher says aggravated stalking is a felony charge.  

The Alachua County Sheriff's Office says it takes bullying very seriously and 
recommends parents speak to resource deputies at their child's school if they have any 
concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE ILENE SILVERMAN SHOW (attachment) 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: 396 – Panama Canal – Historic Dig (Re-run) 

Air Dates: 7/19/14 

Guests: Bruce McFadden – Professor – University of Florida 

 

Synopsis: This show is part 2 of the Panama Canal Celebration.  The featured 
guest, Bruce McFadden is a professor at the University of Florida and Curator for 
the Florida Museum of Natural History.  Bruce discussed how the recent 
construction of the new Panama Canal has led to a number of fossil discoveries at 
the excavation site.  He further explained how the University of Florida is 
providing students from UF and other schools the chance to visit the excavation 
site.  

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #391 Gainesville Art Project 

Air Dates: 7/26/14, 8/2/14 

Guests:  

 Nava Ottenberg – Artist – Gainesville Artist’s Guild 

 Ammena Khan – Mosaics Artist – Participant – Gainesville Art Project 
 

Synopsis: This show discussed the Gainesville Art Project.  The goal of the project 
is to increase the display of various styles of art work throughout the City of 
Gainesville.  The project is currently focusing on Downtown Gainesville.  Guests 
highlighted several large sculptures that we recently installed around various 
locations of Downtown Gainesville.  The respective artist donates all of the 
artwork on display.  Guests discussed the outlook on the project and how they 
hope to expand to other areas throughout Gainesville. 

 



Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: 394 – Panama Canal Celebration 

Air Dates: 8/9/14 

Guests: 

 Joe Wood – President – Friends of the Panama Canal Museum Collections 
at UF 

 Judy Russel – Dean of University Libraries – University of Florida 

 Paul Ortiz – Director – Samuel Proctor Oral History Program – University of 
Florida 

 Lourdes Santamaria-Wheeler – Exhibits Coordinator – Smathers Libraries – 
University of Florida 

 Susan Cooksey – Curator of African Art – Harn Museum of Art – University 
of Florida 

Synopsis:  This show discussed the history of the Panama Canal Project.  Guests 
discussed the upcoming 100-year anniversary of the Panama Canal.  The show 
offered a glimpse at the engineering of the canal and how it was a massive 
undertaking for the United States.  Paul Ortiz discussed his mission to record oral 
histories from people who participated in the project with hopes to preserve the 
history.  Guests from the University of Florida discussed an upcoming celebration 
that will take place throughout campus.  Various events will feature artwork and 
presentations from the canal. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #397 - Wilmot Gardens 

Air Dates: 8/16/14, 8/23/14 

Guests:  

 Dr. C Craig Tisher - UF College of Medicine 

 Leah Diehl - Director of Therapeutic Horticulture - UF 

 Deborah Morrison - Study Coordinator - UF College of Medicine 
 

Synopsis: 



This show featured Wilmot Gardens - a garden located on the Campus of the 
University of Florida.  Guests discussed the fact that the mission of the gardens is 
to provide a therapeutic place for patients at nearby Shands Hospital.  Guests 
further elaborated on plans for the garden’s future along with several proposed 
expansions 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #398 Florida Conservation Trust 

Air Dates: 8/30/14, 9/6/14, 8/13/14 

Keith Fountain - Managing Member - Conservation Advisors LLC 

Ed Montgomery - Vice President - Conservation Trust for Florida 

 

 

Synopsis: 

This show featured the Florida Conservation Trust.  The organization is dedicated 
to creating awareness on the importance of the greenspaces in Florida.  In 
particular, the guests discussed the importance of having areas of protected parks 
that are interconnected with each other.  The goal is to be able to have animals 
roam freely from park to park.  Guests also discussed ways in which the 
community can become involved with the organization 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #399 Early Learning Coalition  

Air Dates: 8/20/14, 8/27/14 

Guests: Gordon Tremaine - CEO - Early Learning Coalition - Alachua County 

Synopsis: 



This show featuring the Early Learning Coalition of Alachua County.  The show 
discussed the organizations mission of helping underprivileged children receive a 
proper education.  The guest discussed how the organization is effectively able to 
identify “at risk” children and provide services to the family to help raise the child.  
The show also highlighted the organizations yearly fundraiser, Title Town 
Hoedown.  The event will feature a BBQ competition from local restaurants. 

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #397 - Wilmot Gardens 

Air Dates: 10/4/14 

Guests:  

 Dr. C Craig Tisher - UF College of Medicine 

 Leah Diehl - Director of Therapeutic Horticulture - UF 

 Deborah Morrison - Study Coordinator - UF College of Medicine 
 

Synopsis: 

This show featured Wilmot Gardens - a garden located on the Campus of the 
University of Florida.  Guests discussed the fact that the mission of the gardens is 
to provide a therapeutic place for patients at nearby Shands Hospital.  Guests 
further elaborated on plans for the garden’s future along with several proposed 
expansions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

             
  

  

         

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


