
  
 
Dear Station Manager: 
 
It has come to my attention that American Century has purchased airtime on your 
network in order to run a false advertisement against Steve Watkins, Republican 
candidate for U.S. Congress (KS-02). I trust you are aware of your obligation to protect 
your viewers from the deceptive tactics employed by groups like American Century and 
will therefore remove their misleading advertisement from your network effective 
immediately. 
 
The ad in question claims: “Privately, Watkins claims liberal social values, touting his 
wife’s award from Planned Parenthood.”  
 
Steve Watkins never touted, nor supported publicly, his wife’s award from Planned 
Parenthood or her volunteer work with the organization. This is an inherently false 
statement taken from an article published by the Kansas City Star on July 13, 2018 
titled: ‘His social views were liberal.’ Candidate met with Dems before launching GOP 
run.” The article reported: 
 

“Dragoo also claimed that Watkins touted the fact that his fiancée, Fong Liu, an 
OB-GYN, had received an award from Planned Parenthood during her time as a 
volunteer in Alabama more than a decade ago, a detail that would later surface 
on a conservative blog.” 

 
Immediately following Dragoo’s false claims, the KC Star article reported: 
 

• On the campaign trail, Watkins has strongly opposed abortion. 
 

• “I’m proud to be 100% pro-life. I love my fiancée. But we don’t agree on 
everything. Especially this,” Watkins told The Star in April. “Attacks on my 
family and smears from scared establishment insiders are swamp 
campaigning 101.” 

 
• Neither Coats nor Domme specifically remembered Watkins discussing 

his fiancée’s work for Planned Parenthood during the two-hour meeting in 
Topeka. However, Coats said that Watkins “said that he was for women’s 
health” and pointed to Liu’s background as OB-GYN. 

 
• Watkins, who married Liu this year, denied that he brought her up during 

the meeting with the Democrats or that he expressed support for abortion. 
 
Your station is under no obligation to air advertisements sponsored by non-candidate 
organizations.  Columbia Broadcasting System v. Democratic National Committee, 412 
U.S. 94 (1973); You Can Afford Dodd Committee, 81 F.C.C. 2d 579 (1980); National 
Conservative Political Action Committee, 89 FCC2d 626 (1982).   



Moreover, you have a legal duty “to protect the public from false, misleading or 
deceptive advertising” by rejecting any advertisement containing such content. Licensee 
Responsibility With Respect to the Broadcast of False, Misleading or Deceptive 
Advertising, 74 F.C.C.2d 623 (1961).  You are obligated to take “reasonable steps” to 
satisfy yourself “as to the reliability and reputation of every prospective advertiser.”  In re 
Complaint by Consumers Association of District of Columbia, 32 F.C.C.2d 400, 405 
(1971).  Failure to take these steps may be “probative of an underlying abdication of 
licensee responsibility.” Cosmopolitan Broadcasting Corp. v. FCC, 581 F.2d 917, 927 
(D.C. Cir. 1971). 
  
Now that you have been made aware of the lack of reliability of American 
Century’s claims, failure to remove their advertisement from your network would be an 
abdication of your legal obligation to protect your viewers from false, misleading, or 
deceptive advertising. I therefore trust that you will remove their advertisement from 
your network effective immediately.  Please let me know if I can be of any assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
TIM CHURCHILL 
Campaign Manager 
316.390.7458 


