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A list of the ten most frequently cited issues of concern to the people in the WBHM/WSGN listening area
during the last quarter. The list details the most significant programs addressing these issues. All of these
programs were broadcast on WBHM and WSGN between April 1, 2011 and June 30, 2011. The list includes
the following issues:

ARTS

ECONOMY

EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT

ENVIRONMENT

FAMILY

GOVERNMENT

HEALTH CARE

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

TERRORISM

The 2011 Tornadoes: Birmingham's Aftermath
2011-04-28;
Several southeastern states are digging out today after a violent storm system that spawned dozens of
tornadoes. Alabama was hardest hit. The full scope of the devastation is still unknown, but at least 162 people
are dead in Alabama and thousands of homes, businesses and government buildings were destroyed.
Birmingham took a direct hit from a large tornado that skirted just north of downtown. WBHM's Tanya Ott
spent this morning visiting affected areas. ; 4:00.

Lynch vs Alabama
2011-05-11;
A tax-policy trial in federal court recently put more than a century of Alabama history on the stand. The
plaintiffs allege the state's property tax system and its effect on schools are direct outgrowths of the overt
racism of the past. ; .

Northern Beltline: The St. Clair Effect
2011-05-16;
St. Clair County is now one of the fastest growing counties in Alabama. Census figures show the countyâ��s
population grew by 29 percent from 2000 to 2010. Local leaders believe the nearby Northern Beltline will fuel
even more growth. ; .

Remembering Kathryn Tucker Windham

Issues/Programs Report 1/5

http://wbhm.org//News/2011/TornadoesDay2.html
http://wbhm.org//News/2011/LynchVsAlabama.html
http://wbhm.org//News/2011/betlline-st.clair.html
http://wbhm.org//News/2011/ktw-obit.html


2011-06-14;
One of Alabama's most beloved storytellers has died. Kathryn Tucker Windham passed away over the
weekend at the age of 93. Windham developed a love of reading and writing at an early age. She wrote more
than 20 books along with scores of newspaper columns and radio commentaries.; .

Gulf Coast Consortium: the BP Oil Spill
2011-06-20;
On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon exploded in the Gulf of Mexico, resulting in the largest accidental
marine oil spill in the history of the petroleum industry. The "BP Oil Spill", as it came to be known, killed 11
men, injured another 17 and sent nearly 5 million barrels of oil spewing into the gulf until it was capped three
months later. WBHM partnered with public broadcast outlets across the Gulf Coast region to create the Gulf
Coast Consortium, a multi-media project to expand reporting on the spill. You can access our stories here. ; .

ECONOMY

Alabama and the Oil Spill: Marketing Seafood
2011-04-07; 5:35, 7:35, 16:45
It's been almost a year since millions of barrels of oil spilled into the Gulf of Mexico. If you're still a little
leery about eating seafood from the gulf, you're not alone. One study found about 70% of consumers
nationwide are concerned about seafood safety. Almost a quarter have reduced how much they eat. Alabama's
seafood industry says the catch has been tested and is safe. But as WBHM's Andrew Yeager reports getting
that message out isn't easy.; 4:23.

New Leadership at the BBA
2011-04-08; 5:33, 7:33, 16:45
Birmingham's regional economic development organization is under new leadership. The Birmingham
Business Alliance hired Brian Hilson last month as its President and CEO. He comes from the
Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce. He previously worked at the Birmingham Metropolitan
Development Board. WBHM's Andrew Yeager spoke to Hilson.; 4:19.

Northern Beltline: Overview
2011-04-26; 535, 735, 1645
$90 million per mile. That's the latest price tag for the proposed Northern Beltline around Birmingham.
Proponents say it will spur economic development in the northern part of the county. Opponents say it's a
price tag they can't afford for a road they don't need. This week, WBHM examines the Northern Beltline
proposal. ; 4:05.

Northern Beltline: Downtown Development
2011-04-28; 5:35, 7:35, 16:30
Birmingham's downtown has added many feathers to it cap in recent years. City officials point to last year's
opening of Railroad Park, a growing restaurant scene, new office and hotel space in the works. It's a rebirth
some critics of the northern beltline say could be muted by that bypass. This week we're taking a look at the
proposed 52 mile highway planned for the northern half of Jefferson County. WBHM's Andrew Yeager
examines what a new interstate bypass might mean for development in downtown Birmingham.; 3:00.

The 2011 Tornadoes: Phil Campbell
2011-06-17; 6:35, 8:35, 16:45
People from around the world will converge on tiny Phil Campbell, Alabama, this weekend. And not just any
anybody. People named Phil Campbell. They're coming to help rebuild after an April tornado flattened half of
the town, killing 26 people. As WBHM's Andrew Yeager reports, it's a celebration that's taken on new
meaning after the disaster.; 3:50.
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Alabama and the Oil Spill: The Domino Effect
2011-07-01; 635, 835, 1645
It's been more than a year since the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, and still, businesses across Alabama's Gulf
Coast are struggling to rebound. Sales are off for everyone from seafood processors to charter boat operators.
And there's a domino effect that's sweeping up other, less obvious industries across the gulf and beyond.;
3:00.

EDUCATION

Greg Mortenson Interview
2011-04-19;
Bestselling author and internationally recognized education advocate Greg Mortenson speaks with WBHM's
Dan Carsen about issues facing education in the South, including teacher pay and tenure.; 6:45.

WBHM Needs Your Input on Education Issues
2011-04-21;
WBHM's new Education Desk needs your help. We're conducting a survey to determine what are the biggest
issues facing Alabama's schools.; .

Closing Corporate Tax Loopholes
2011-05-24; 550, 750, 1630
In Alabama and other states, education budgets are being squeezed. Teachers and support staff are facing
layoffs and cuts in benefits and supply money. Seen against that background, it's not surprising that states are
looking harder at a tricky but increasingly attractive source of funding. From the Southern Education Desk at
WBHM, Dan Carsen has this report: ; 6:22.

Driver's Education
2011-06-14; 1630; 0630; 0830
If you're over a certain age, there's a good chance you took driver's education in your high school. So why isn't
that true for today's young drivers? From the Southern Education Desk at WBHM, Dan Carsen reports on a
significant shift:; 4:58.

Alabama's New Immigration Law and Schools
2011-06-24;
Alabama's new immigration law has been at the center of heated debate in the state, across the country, and
beyond. Of many controversial provisions is one that requires schools to determine the immigration status of
students, and in some cases, their parents. Some educators are uneasy with that new role. That's to say nothing
of the feelings of many immigrants, legal and otherwise. ; 3:49 not including intro.

Teach For America in Alabama
2011-07-07; 0633, 0833, 1645
The national service program Teach For America has been in Alabama for a full school year. As it gears up to
send our state more than 50 new teachers, it makes sense to check on the group's progress here. Dan Carsen, a
former TFA teacher, asks around for the Southern Education Desk at WBHM.; .

Polluted Schools
2011-07-29; 0633, 0833, 1645
[The EPA has named five prominent Birmingham firms liable for pollution in several North Birmingham
Neighborhoods. The following is our award-winning story on the subject from two years ago:] The Walter
Coke plant in North Birmingham makes high-grade coke used in blast furnaces and foundries. But according
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to a class-action lawsuit, that's not all it makes: property owners allege carcinogens from the plant have
drastically lowered their property values. But for people living and going to school in this industrial area,
that's just the tip of the iceberg. Our Southern Education reporter Dan Carsen has more.; 6:00.

ENVIRONMENT

Northern Beltline: Environmental Impact
2011-04-27; 535; 735; 1645
Birmingham's Northern Beltline has been in the planning stages for decades. But there's a renewed sense of
urgency to get the multi-billion dollar project moving forward. The Alabama Department of Transportation
has said it could issue the first contracts by the end of this year. But as Tanya Ott reports environmental
concerns could put the brakes on the project, at least temporarily.; 4:26.

Alabama Organic Agriculture
2011-06-07;
In the United States, sales of organic food and beverages have grown from $1 billion in 1990 to nearly $25
billion in 2009. There are five million certified organic acres in the U.S.. But you won't find many in Alabama
because, as WBHM's Tanya Ott reports, a combination of cultural and market forces means this state has the
fewest certified organic farms per-capita in the country.; 6:40.

FAMILY

The 2011 Tornadoes: Churches
2011-05-01; 8:20
Governor Robert Bentley has declared Sunday a day of prayer for victims of the tornados which swept
through the south on Wednesday. Alabama is a state where religious faith is ever present and a rallying point
for communities. WBHM's Andrew Yeager offers this glimpse of how churches are weathering the storm.;
3:06.

The 2011 Tornadoes: Cross-country Help
2011-05-20; 6:35, 8:35, 16:45
Donations and volunteers have poured into Alabama as communities work to rebuild from last month's
tornados. Some are here through established organizations such as the Red Cross. Others from the Gulf Coast
helped out, saying they're giving back because of what they received after Hurricane Katrina. But for two
California nurses, they never imagined they'd find themselves in the thick of the response. WBHM's Andrew
Yeager has their story.; 3:15.

GOVERNMENT

Alabama's Immigration Bill
2011-04-05; 6:33, 8:33, 16:30
The Alabama House is set to take up bill today aimed at curbing illegal immigration. It's patterned after a
similar law passed last year in Arizona and would punish individuals in Alabama without documentation for
trespassing. That could mean jail, fines or being turned over to federal immigration authorities. WBHM's
Andrew Yeager talks to some in the business community who are worried about what an Arizona-style law
might mean for Alabama.; 4:37.

The 2011 Tornadoes: Cullman
2011-04-29; 16:15
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President Obama spent Friday morning touring tornado-ravaged neighborhoods in Tuscaloosa. He says he's
never seen such devastation. Almost 300 people have died so far from tornados which blanketed the south
Wednesday. More than two thirds of the deaths are in Alabama . For survivors, one of the biggest issues to
deal with is no power. WBHM's Andrew Yeager reports.; 2:50.

Legislative Review and Preview
2011-05-06; 6:33, 8:33
The 2011 Alabama legislative session is underway and lawmakers have their plates full. A slow economic
recovery means budget cuts are likely. A new governor is in town. And Republicans take the reigns of the
legislature for the first time in 136 years. Friday mornings, WBHM's Andrew Yeager talks to two state
lawmakers to update you on activity from the state house.; 6:30.

HEALTH CARE

The 2011Tornadoes: Mental Health
2011-05-30; 6:35, 8:35, 16:35
Victims of April's tornadoes have endured a whirlwind of emotions. It's virtually impossible to live through
such a disaster and not endure mental stress and strain. But the adrenaline and shock of those first few days
are wearing off, bringing on a new set of mental health concerns. WBHM's Andrew Yeager reports.; 3:47.
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