
 

QUARTERLY ISSUE/PROGRAM TOPIC REPORT 
JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2020 

FOR TELEVISION STATIONS LICENSED TO THE STATE OF WISCONSIN – 
EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS BOARD (ECB) 

WHWC-TV, WHRM-TV, WHLA-TV, WPNE-TV, AND WLEF-TV 
 
During the period, WHWC-TV, WHRM-TV, WHLA-TV, WPNE-TV, AND WLEF-TV, as 
part of the network that makes up PBS Wisconsin, has served the public interest by producing 
and broadcasting diverse content which addresses national, statewide and regional issues. The 
following is a list of some of the produced or acquired programming aired in response to areas 
of concern to viewers served by WHWC-TV, WHRM-TV, WHLA-TV, WPNE-TV, AND 
WLEF-TV which were ascertained through station leadership meetings, internal editorial 
meetings, viewer suggestions and ongoing communication with members and leaders in the 
community. 

 
ISSUES OF COMMUNITY CONCERN: 

 
• AGRICULTURE 
• CULTURE 
• ECONOMY 
• EDUCATION 
• ENVIRONMENT 
• HEALTH 
• POLITICS 
• SOCIAL ISSUES 

 
 
TELEVISION STATIONS LICENSED TO 
EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
BOARD (ECB) -- WHWC-TV, WHRM-
TV, WHLA-TV, WPNE-TV, AND WLEF-
TV 
 
Quarterly Issues and Programs List 
July to September 2020 

  

   

AGRICULTURE PROGRAM DATE 
The United States Mexico Canada Agreement 
goes into effect, replacing the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. (Duration: 3 min, 12 
sec) 

Market to Market 7/5/20 @ 10:30 
am 

One university program is assisting urban 
growers with getting into the farming business 
on any land they can find. (Duration: 5 min, 
50 sec) 

Market to Market 7/5/20 @ 10:30 
am 

Hear how one young man with disabilities is 
overcoming obstacles on the farm and in the 
ring. (Duration: 6 min, 53 sec) 

Market to Market 7/19/20 @ 
10:30 am 



Farm state senators and the National Pork 
Producers Association introduce legislation. 
(Duration: 2 min, 51 sec)  

Market to Market 7/26/20 @ 
10:30 am 

A devastating accident didn't stop this farmer 
from getting back to work. (Duration: 6 min, 
51 sec) 

Market to Market 8/2/20 @ 10:30 
am  

Consumers have taken a greater interest in 
how their food is grown and arrives on their 
table. The national discussion now joins the 
existing debate of pain management in animals 
being raised for food. (Duration: 7 min, 8 sec) 

Market to Market 8/9/20 @ 10:30 
am 

In Iowa, the state hardest hit by a storm with 
winds of over 130 miles an hour, state officials 
spent the week tallying crop damage totals and 
securing assistance for recovery efforts. 
(Duration: 3 min, 26 sec)  

Market to Market 8/23/20 @ 
10:30 am 

   
   

CULTURE PROGRAM DATE 
Professor Henry Louis Gates Jr. hosts a 
personal journey through the past 50 years of 
Black history in the United States, citing both 
the progress made and obstacles yet to be 
overcome. (Duration: 2 hr) 

Black America Since MLK: 
And Still I Rise 

7/3/20 @ 10 
pm 

From the classroom to the stage, go behind the 
scenes and live in concert with three 
Wisconsin High School vocal groups as they 
prepare for and perform in an annual concert 
celebrating the genre of a cappella music. 
(Duration: 1 hr) 

Acapocalypse! A 
Cappella's New Note 

7/17/20 @ 11 
pm 

Soar above, atop and along state waterways 
that inspire reflection, wonder and adventure. 
(Duration: 1 hr) 

Wisconsin Water From the 
Air 

7/25/20 @ 
10:30 pm 

Talented young artists and world-renowned 
musicians perform at Medeline Island 
Chamber Music. (Duration: 1 hr) 

Music From Madeline 
Island 

7/29/20 @ 11 
pm 

Play ball! Angela goes up to bat with the 
Menomonie Blue Caps, a vintage baseball 
team. 

Wisconsin Life 8/3/20 @ 11:30 
pm 

Door County: Historians, local citizens and 
experts tell stories of tourism, cherries, art and 
geology that capture the history of Door 
County. (Duration: 1 hr)  

Wisconsin Hometown 
Stories 

8/6/20 @ 11 
pm 

Hear cherished Badger favorites, nearly 
forgotten gems and spectacular world-class 
production numbers from 40 years of the 
annual University of Wisconsin Band spring 
concerts. (Duration: 1 hr) 

UW Varsity Band Classics 8/15/20 @ 7 
pm 



Bestselling Wisconsin author, humorist and 
musician shares stories of growing up in rural 
Wisconsin, revealing how his family, friends 
and life experiences shaped the work he has 
pursued. (Duration: 1 hr) 

Michael Perry: Where I 
Come From 

8/16/20 @ 6:30 
pm 

Celebrate the impact of the pre-eminent trio 
that brought folk music to America's mass 
audiences, combining their artistry with their 
activism and inspiration over the last 50 years. 
(Duration: 1 hr, 15 min)   

50 Years With Peter, Paul 
and Mary 

9/1/20 @ 7 pm 

Twilight - Los Angeles: This riveting 
theatrical account of the 1992 Los Angeles 
riots from multiple points of view continues to 
reverberate powerfully within the context of 
today's current events. (Duration: 1 hr, 30 min) 

Great Performances 9/25/20 @ 10 
pm 

   
   

ECONOMY PROGRAM DATE 
The Paycheck Protection Program is one of 
the federal government’s signature efforts to 
help small businesses weather the COVID-19 
pandemic. Now, there is new data from the 
Trump administration about how this money 
was distributed during the past few months 
and to whom. (Duration: 6 min) 

PBS NewsHour 7/7/20 @ 6 pm 

A look at the history of Black businesses and 
entrepreneurship in America. (Duration: 2 hr) 

Boss: The Black 
Experience in Business 

7/8/20 @ 10 
pm 

African Americans face immense disparities 
across a broad range of categories, including 
economic. That history of disadvantage is 
making the current problems of COVID-19 
even worse. (Duration: 8 min, 6 sec)  

PBS NewsHour 7/15/20 @ 6 
pm 

The emergency unemployment benefits 
millions of Americans have been receiving are 
proving to be a major dividing point for 
lawmakers working on a coronavirus relief 
package. Should the extra $600 per week be 
extended through the end of 2020 or tapered to 
a smaller amount? (Duration: 10 min, 30 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 7/28/20 @ 6 
pm 

Unemployment benefits for millions of 
American expired and Congress and the White 
House are still struggling to come to an 
agreement on the next coronavirus relief 
package. (Duration: 13 min, 21 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/4/20 @ 6 pm 

The economy has recovered some of the jobs 
lost during the early weeks of the pandemic - 
but that growth now seems to be slowing. 
Millions of Americans still don’t have work, 
with many now receiving less money in 
unemployment. (Duration: 3 min, 8 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/7/20 @ 6 pm 



The summer job is a rite of passage for many 
teens and younger adults. Because of the 
pandemic, however, traditional roles such as 
camp counselor, lifeguard and waiter, are 
scarce. But some local governments are 
providing these young people with other 
options, from computer coding to coronavirus 
test coordination. (Duration: 5 min, 29 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/14/20 @ 6 
pm 

Throughout the Republican National 
Convention, supporters of Pres. Trump have 
touted his economic record as a key reason 
they believe he should be reelected. But what 
would a second-term policy agenda look like 
for Trump, as the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to limit economic growth and 
threaten American jobs? (Duration: 6 min, 15 
sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/26/20 @ 6 
pm 

Black and Latino Americans are suffering 
disproportionately from the novel coronavirus 
pandemic - both in terms of health and 
economic harm. These groups are three times 
as likely to contract the virus as white 
Americans and nearly twice as likely to die 
from it. Meanwhile, people of color are feeling 
the recession keenly, with many reporting job 
or income loss. (Duration: 7 min, 44 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/9/20 @ 6 pm 

The associate director of UW-Madison's 
Center on Wisconsin Strategy shares findings 
of a new report on the impact of the pandemic 
on workers in a wide variety of job settings. 
(Duration: 4 min, 55 sec) 

Here and Now 9/18/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

   
   

EDUCATION PROGRAM DATE 
The Madison School Board voted to remove 
police officers from the city’s four main high 
schools. The board's president, a former police 
officer herself, discusses the vote and what the 
district plans to do ahead of the fall semester. 
(Duration: 7 min, 16 sec) 

Here and Now 7/3/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

Parents across the country are wondering what 
the next school year will hold for their 
children. While reopening decisions will 
ultimately be up to state and local officials, 
Pres. Trump said he'll pressure governors to 
resume in-person classes. (Duration: 9 min, 49 
sec)  

PBS NewsHour 7/7/20 @ 6 pm 

Former Gov. Thompson, now interim UW 
system President, discusses plans to safely 
reopen state campuses for the fall term. 

Here and Now 7/24/20 @ 7:30 
pm 



(Duration: 7 min, 51 sec) 

This documentary tells the rich but undertold 
history of America's historically Black 
colleges and universities, from pre-slavery to 
now. (Duration: 1 hr, 30 min) 

Tell Them We Are Rising 7/31/20  @ 10 
pm 

As the new academic year gets underway, 
college students, parents, administrators and 
faculty are deliberating over whether it will be 
safe to hold in-person classes and resume 
dorm life. And residents of the surrounding 
towns and cities worry about the risk that 
returning students could bring coronavirus 
back to campus with them. (Duration: 6 min, 
10 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/11/20 @ 6 
pm 

Many school districts across the country say 
they are not ready to bring students back for 
in-person learning due to the spread of 
COVID-19 in their communities. But Pres. 
Trump continues to pressure them to reopen as 
normal. (Duration: 11 min, 51 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/12/20 @ 6 
pm 

Won't You Be My Neighbor?: For over 30 
years, American children grew up watching 
Mister Rogers' Neighborhood on PBS. Mr. 
Rogers offered a calm and stable presence, 
tackling life's weightiest issues in a simple, 
direct way. This film reflects on Fred Rogers' 
legacy of kindness and the profound and 
lasting effect his innovative approach to 
television had on millions of children. 
(Duration: 90 min) 

Independent Lens 8/31/20 @ 7 
pm 

With students back on campus, coronavirus 
cases are spiking. UW-Madison's chancellor 
talks about moving classes online, 
quarantining selected dorms for two weeks 
and the future of university life for students. 
(Duration: 7 min, 40 sec) 

Here and Now 9/11/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

After months of distance learning, students 
around the world are returning to the 
classroom even though many countries are 
bracing themselves for a second wave of 
coronavirus infections. A global look at what 
the pandemic means for children, parents and 
teachers this academic year. (Duration: 11 
min, 6 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/15/20 @ 6 
pm 

An infectious disease epidemiologist at UW-
Madison discusses the sharp uptick of 
COVID-19 cases on Wisconsin's college 
campuses and what that means to the 

Here and Now 9/18/20 @ 7:30 
pm 



surrounding communities. (Duration: 5 min, 
30 sec) 

   
   

ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM DATE 
The U.S. Supreme Court partially overturned a 
recent federal court decision with a ruling that 
requires all new oil and gas pipelines to 
undergo an extensive environmental review 
before allowing construction across any body 
of water. (Duration: 3 min, 4 sec) 

Market to Market 7/12/20 @ 
10:30 am 

Methane has 86 times the heat trapping 
potential when compared to carbon dioxide – 
the greenhouse gas climate scientists believe is 
the biggest part of the climate change 
equation. Those fighting the increase of 
greenhouse gasses include Burger King which 
recently released a controversial advertisement 
showing a plan to cut methane emissions in 
cattle. (Duration: 2 min, 8 sec) 

Market to Market 7/19/20 @ 
10:30 am 

The Democratic Republic of Congo is a 
massive country, with a land area the size of 
Alaska and Texas combined. It’s also home to 
a large part of the Congo Basin rainforest, a 
habitat for countless species and a crucial 
absorber of atmospheric carbon dioxide. But 
illegal and uncontrolled logging represent 
major threats to this critical ecosystem. 
(Duration: 6 min, 19 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 7/24/20 @ 6 
pm 

Making North America - Life: Discover the 
surprising intertwined story of life and the 
landscape of North America. (Duration: 1 hr) 

NOVA 7/28/20 @ 11 
pm 

A full week after hurricane-force winds 
barreled through the Midwest, Iowa is just 
beginning to recover. More attention and 
assistance are starting to flow into the state, 
but homeowners, farmers and businesses have 
suffered a devastating hit. (Duration: 7 min, 49 
sec)  

PBS NewsHour 8/17/20 @ 6 
pm 

The water crisis in Flint, Michigan, exposed 
major health and environmental concerns for 
residents and prompted new scrutiny of access 
to clean drinking water in the U.S. (Duration: 
6 min, 53 sec)  

PBS NewsHour 8/20/20 @ 6 
pm 



California has suffered a devastating week, 
with a blistering heat wave, intense lightning 
storms and raging wildfires overwhelming 
firefighters and forcing residents to evacuate 
in the middle of a pandemic. Meanwhile, thick 
smoke is causing dangerous air pollution in 
San Francisco. (Duration: 3 min. 23 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/20/20 @ 6 
pm 

Potential catastrophe is blowing out of the 
Gulf of Mexico. Hurricane Laura has morphed 
into a Category 4 monster, with winds that 
could reach 145 miles per hour. Officials are 
warning of extreme damage as the storm slams 
into the coastlines of Texas and Louisiana. 
(Duration: 8 min, 50 sec)   

PBS NewsHour 8/26/20 @ 6 
pm 

Hollywood icon Jane Fonda discusses her 
book “What Can I Do? My Path from Climate 
Despair to Action” and how Americans can 
make a difference on the issue. (Duration: 8 
min) 

PBS NewsHour 9/10/20 @ 6 
pm 

As large parts of California and the Pacific 
Northwest are beset by wildfires, the issue of 
climate change has taken on prominence in the 
national political conversation. Scientists 
increasingly point to rising temperatures and 
extreme dryness as exacerbating wildfires, but 
what other factors are involved? (Duration: 7 
min, 10 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/14/20 @ 6 
pm 

   
   

HEALTH PROGRAM DATE 
Coronavirus Pandemic: How did the U.S. 
become the country with the worst known 
coronavirus outbreak in the world? An 
investigation of  the American response to 
COVID-19 — from Washington state to 
Washington, D.C. — and what happens when 
politics and science collide. (Duration: 1 hr)  

Frontline 7/1/20 @ 10 
pm 

The Centers for Disease Control is 
traditionally seen as the leading government 
agency to monitor public health and 
communicate key information to the public. 
But according to four former heads of the 
agency, the Trump administration has been 
interfering in the CDC's central role during 
this pandemic. (Duration: 8 min, 8 sec)  

PBS NewsHour 7/14/20 @ 6 
pm 

COVID's Hidden Toll: A look at how the 
COVID crisis has hit vulnerable immigrants 
and undocumented workers. Follow the 
coronavirus pandemic’s invisible victims, 
including crucial farm and meat-packing 

Frontline 7/21/20 @ 9 
pm 



workers who lack protections and have been 
getting sick. (Duration: 1 hr) 

Tribal Nations took action in response to 
coronavirus before the State of Wisconsin in 
part due to health risks within their population 
and a higher population of elderly. (Duration: 
5 min, 56 sec) 

Here and Now 7/31/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

Young people are making up a large 
proportion of the new coronavirus infections 
being seen across the U.S. In some states, 
people under 45 account for more than half of 
all cases. Doctors are warning that young 
people need to take more precautions - not 
only to keep from spreading the virus to older 
Americans, but for their own health as well. 
(Duration: 7 min, 7 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/12/20 @ 6 
pm 

The pressure on doctors, nurses and other 
health care professionals has been constant 
throughout the coronavirus pandemic. A 
registered nurse in Colorado has created an 
arts-based workshop designed to alleviate the 
stress and compassion fatigue that many 
medical providers experience. (Duration: 3 
min, 24 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/19/20 @ 6 
pm 

Questions are again being raised about 
whether the Trump administration is injecting 
politics into science and the national pandemic 
response. Recent moves by the Food and Drug 
Administration and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention appear to conflict with 
the medical community’s consensus on 
handling COVID-19. (Duration: 5 min, 58 
sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/26/20 @ 6 
pm 

The presidential election may determine the 
course of the U.S. health care system — the 
most expensive system in the world, brimming 
with innovation but one that also leaves more 
than 30 million uninsured. A visit to Houston 
for the first episode in the “The Best Health 
Care? America & the World” series. 
(Duration: 12 min, 23 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/31/20 @ 6 
pm 

Hear from UW Health's chief quality officer, 
who was the first among an expected 1,600 
volunteers to take an experimental COVID-19 
vaccine at a study run jointly by UW Health 
and the UW School of Medicine. (Duration: 5 
min, 52 sec) 

Here and Now 9/4/20 @ 7:30 
pm 



For many Americans facing addiction, the 
pandemic has made life significantly harder. 
Across the country, overdoses have soared, 
with more than 40 states reporting increases in 
opioid-related mortality. But the coronavirus is 
also changing how addiction medicine can be 
provided and some experts are saying that 
could be a silver lining in a devastating public 
health crisis. (Duration: 8 min, 44 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/10/20 @ 6 
pm 

   
   

POLITICS PROGRAM DATE 
There are calls for a statue of Vel Phillips at 
the state Capitol. Phillips was the first Black 
woman elected as Wisconsin's Secretary of 
State and first in many other areas. (Duration: 
1 min, 8 sec)  

Here and Now 7/3/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

The Vote: One hundred years after the passage 
of the 19th Amendment, this program tells the 
dramatic story of the hard-fought campaign 
waged by American women for the right to 
vote — a transformative cultural and political 
movement that resulted in the largest 
expansion of voting rights in U.S. history. 
(Duration: 2 hr each) 

American Experience 7/6/20 and 
7/7/20 @ 8 pm 

A representative of the group "Impact 
Demand" discusses the youth movement in the 
current racial justice demonstrations and the 
change they are calling for from elected 
officials. (Duration: 6 min, 36 sec) 

Here and Now 7/10/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

Vice Pres. Pence promoted the campaign's 
freedom-based agenda during a campaign stop 
in Ripon, warning that a Biden presidency 
would present burdensome government 
regulation. (Duration: 2 min, 23 sec) 

Here and Now 7/17/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

A top U.S. intelligence official released a 
statement detailing the intelligence 
community’s current assessment of possible 
interference in the November elections by 
China, Russia and Iran. (Duration: 3 min, 1 
sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/7/20 @ 6 pm 

As announced by the Trump administration, 
Israel and the United Arab Emirates will begin 
normalized relations, opening embassies and 
signing agreements on trade and technology. 
Learn about this accomplishment, what comes 
next for the Middle East and how the U.S. is 
combating foreign election interference. 
(Duration: 8 min, 55 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/13/20 @ 6 
pm 



An overview of the virtual Democratic Party 
National convention week in Milwaukee. 
(Duration: 30 min)  

Here and Now 8/21/20 @ 8 
pm 

Wisconsin figured prominently this week 
during the Republican Party National 
Convention. Several speakers were from the 
Badger State and Kenosha was invoked by the 
party in its call for law and order. (Duration: 2 
min, 6 sec) 

Here and Now 8/28/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

The presidential election of 2020 is expected 
to be the most expensive in history. Both 
candidates are drawing hundreds of millions in 
contributions despite a difficult year for 
fundraising. What's behind the rising costs of 
campaigning? (Duration: 6 min, 7 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/8/20 @ 6 pm 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg's death has 
created an opening on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, mere weeks before a presidential 
election. Now a major political battle is 
brewing over whether that spot should be 
filled by Pres. Trump now or by the candidate 
who is elected in November and inaugurated 
in January. (Duration: 4 min, 56 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/21/20 @ 6 
pm 

   
   

SOCIAL ISSUES PROGRAM DATE 
During this coronavirus pandemic, we hear 
repeatedly from public health officials to stay 
at home. But many Americans don’t have 
stable housing and now a growing number of 
people are being forced out of where they live 
because they can’t pay the rent. (Duration: 6 
min, 56 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 7/7/20 @ 6 pm 

There has been extensive debate across the 
U.S. about statues depicting the Confederacy 
and other troubled aspects of American 
history. In the Capitol Hill neighborhood of 
Washington, D.C., the Emancipation 
Memorial, also known as the Freedman’s 
Memorial, is one such symbol. Hear from four 
Black Americans with differing views on the 
structure. (Duration: 7 min, 18 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 7/10/20 @ 6 
pm 

We Are the Radical Monarchs: Meet the 
Radical Monarchs, a group of young girls of 
color on the frontlines of social justice. 
Journey with the group as they earn badges for 
completing units on such subjects as LGBTQ 
allyship, environmental preservation and 
disability justice. (Duration: 1 hr, 30 min)  

POV 7/20/20 @ 8 
pm 



Two months since George Floyd was 
murdered by Minneapolis police, the topic of 
police reform is still being discussed. Hear 
how police union contracts impact how police 
are investigated for wrong doing and held 
accountable. (Duration: 7 min, 53 sec) 

Here and Now 7/24/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

A UW-Milwaukee emeritus professor’s recent 
report spells out the inequality Black 
Wisconsinites face in the state’s largest city. 
He says the inequities represent, “the 
archetype of modern-day metropolitan racial 
apartheid and inequality.” He explains the 
importance of doing metric studies to fully 
understand the city’s disparities, such as Black 
poverty and incarceration rates. (Duration: 7 
min, 31 sec) 

Here and Now 8/7/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

Whether fleeing war, persecution, poverty or 
the effects of climate change, migrants and 
refugees worldwide routinely find themselves 
in great danger. Perhaps the most hazardous 
migrant trail of all is the Darien Gap, a wild, 
lawless stretch straddling Colombia and 
Panama. (Duration: 10 min, 48 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 8/12/20 @ 6 
pm 

The state Department of Justice is 
investigating the shooting of Jacob Blake. 
Wisconsin's attorney general provides detail 
about the probe. (Duration: 5 min, 3 sec) 

Here and Now 8/28/20 @ 7:30 
pm 

Do Not Resist: A vital and influential 
exploration of the rapid militarization of the 
police in the United States. Views are put in 
the center of the action, from inside a police 
training seminar that teaches the importance of 
"righteous violence" to the floor of a 
congressional hearing on the proliferation of 
military equipment in small-town police 
departments. (Duration: 1 hr, 30 min) 

POV 8/28/20 @ 8:30 
pm 

Human Nature: With an extraordinary new 
technology called CRISPR, we can now edit 
DNA—including human DNA. But how far 
should we go? Gene editing promises to 
eliminate certain genetic disorders like sickle 
cell disease. But the applications quickly raise 
ethical questions. (Duration: 2 hrs) 

NOVA 9/9/20 @ 7 pm 

Activists welcome the Breonna Taylor 
settlement - but what about criminal charges? 
(Duration: 8 min, 49 sec) 

PBS NewsHour 9/15/20 @ 6 
pm 
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