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Section I. Issues 

This station has identified the following issues as significant ones that are facing our 

community in this quarter: 

A. Drugs/Drug Overdose: Drug abuse is a huge problem here in Berkshire County, and the 

COVID-19 -pandemic certainly did not help to improve that. In fact, Berkshire County 

was similar to other areas around the country that experienced a surge in addiction rates 

and drug related deaths. The coronavirus pandemic was a definite factor. Info Trak (May 

2, 2021) spoke with Oregon Professor, Daniel Hartung. He discussed potential reasons 

that are behind the problem. 

B. Mental Illness/COVID-19 Pandemic: The COVID-19 pandemic most certainly had its 

effects on the populous of Berkshire County. The county similarly experienced an uptick 

in mental health issues a direct result from the pandemic. Info Trak (May 9, 2021) talks 

about how the need for mental health services in children especially increased by a 

staggering 98 percent over the past year. 

C. Recycling Confusion: The Berkshires is huge on recycling. Residents here are pretty 

well versed on what goes where and how, but there is still some level of confusion among 

some about what gets recycled and what doesn’t. It can get confusing. Info Trak (May 9, 

2021) discussed the most common items that people incorrectly believe can be recycled. 

Also talked about was why only 9 percent of all plastic ever created has been recycled.  

D. Credit Card Debt/Pandemic: It’s not a huge surprise that Credit Card debt is as much 

as an issue in the Berkshires as it is anywhere else. It’s probably safe to say that the 

coronavirus pandemic made that debt grow. When the economy was shut down, we all 

stayed home. That of course likely led to more spending online with credit cards. Info 

Track (May 16, 2021) discussed ways to save money, pay off debt, and retire as quickly 

as possible.  

E. Traffic Deaths/Congestion: The Berkshire has its share of traffic accidents, (some 

fatal/some not) but there has been no huge increase in traffic deaths here. There are many 



issues though with traffic patterns, congestion, and other issues that could lead to more 

accidents. Many intersections here are dangerous, confusion, and in need of redesign. 

Info Track (May 23, 2021) looks at roundabouts and other traffic designs that are 

intended to slow traffic near pedestrians, and to reduce the chances for mistakes by 

drivers. 

F. Remote Learning Effects: There have been many news stories regarding the “lack of 

learning” that took place when schools were in lock-down, and students were forced to 

learn remotely. These same types of stories were in the local news as well. Whatever the 

hard data says, there was definitely a lack of learning taking place. Info Trak (June 20, 

2021) discussed how younger students were hit hardest and possible steps that schools 

could take to correct the problem. 

G. Racial Divide Expanding: The racial divide in the country looks to have expanded quite 

a bit over the past year, and there is evidence that it has made its way down to the state 

and county level as well, and the Berkshires basically mirrors the rest of the country. Info 

Track (June 27, 2021) discussed how the majority of white Americans are not racists, but 

instead “benefiting bystanders.” 

 

(See Section II – Responsive Programs on the next page) 
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Section II. Responsive Programs 

 

 

 

Info Trak is a weekly syndicated public affairs program. It airs here on 

Sundays at 6:30 AM. The run time is approximately 30 minutes.  
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NEWS 
 

 

The Berkshire News Network strives to fairly provide news 

coverage for the entirety of the 30 plus communities that make up 

Berkshire County – A very large area which borders Vermont, 

New York, and Connecticut.  

 

The news presented on our stations is procured through various 

sources that provide local news coverage in the region including 

but not limited to: The Berkshire Eagle, iBerkshires.com, The 

Berkshire Record, The Berkshire Edge, and The Bennington 

Banner. Other sources include The Associated Press, local 

television, and press releases sent directly to us by newsmakers, 

government offices, as well as local and state officials. News 

stories are shared between our stations on a routine basis.   
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