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KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

FOURTH QUARTER 2001 

 

 

From October 1, 2001, through and including December 31, 2001, KFSN-TV presented 

19-1/2 hours of  regularly scheduled local news programs a week, in addition to public 

affairs programs and syndicated programs.  KFSN also broadcast programs and public 

service announcements provided by the ABC Television Network.  Attached is the 

ABC-TV Network fourth quarter news and public affairs program information report. 

 

KFSN, through its programming, addressed the following issues of concern for 

communities that make up the six-county area served by ABC-30: 

 

1. CHILDREN FIRST 

2. HEALTH ISSUES 

3. EDUCATION 

4. CRIME 

5. VALLEY EMPLOYMENT 

6. POVERTY 

7. CONSUMER WATCH 

8. TERRORISM 

9. MISCELLANEOUS (ISSUES) 

 

Programs, program segments, and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided 

significant treatment to the issues are the following.  

 

 

ACTION NEWS 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 

 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national and 

international news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 

Monday through Friday, 11:30AM-12 noon, 30 min., Local 

 

Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  

Also included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 
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ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, and 

consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX 

Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the Action 

News Person of the Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 

Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather; consumer reports are included. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 

Sunday, 11:30AM – 12:00 noon, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local 

affairs. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY: LEADERS OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

Sundays, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 min, Syndication 

 

Half-hour weekly program that provides a forum to showcase the contributions of 

Hispanic leaders in the worlds of business, entertainment, politics, culture, sports and 

issues impacting the Latino community.   
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CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First is in its fourth year of production.  This yearlong effort focuses on the 

challenges, problems and opportunities facing children living in central California.  The 

program concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life 

and highlight local news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First 

includes local news produced and/or network produced half-hour programs, :30 vignettes, 

public service announcements, and special stories on Action News. 

 

 

CHILDREN FIRST:  The Future After September 11
th

:  
12/16/01 6:30- 7:00pm, length :30 min. Local 

12/23/01 11:30-12:00n, length :30 min., Local (repeat) 

12/30/01 5:00- 5:30pm, length :30 min., Local (repeat) 

ABC-30 took an important step in understanding how our nation's greatest tragedy has 

affected all of us.  Valley teens, parents and a panel of experts openly discussed their 

thoughts, feelings and concerns of a world changed forever.  As a follow-up to the 

program that aired on December 16th, viewers were directed to abc30.com, where they 

could find some additional information available to help those affected by the tragedy.  

 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSAs AIRED 

 

Gottschalks, Fresno County Office of Education and Valley Children’s Hospital 

partner to air these Children’s First PSAs and Vignettes in rotation: 

 

PARTNERS/SCARE TACTICS: LENGTH :30 SEC.  

This PSA tells viewers how they can help to keep kids off drugs.  Whether you are a 

good storyteller or just a good listener, giving your time helps to keep kids off drugs. 

 

PARTNERS/I CAN HELP: LENGTH :30 SEC.  

Keeping kids busy or giving them something to do, helps to keep kids off drugs.  

Whether you cook, paint, dance, or draw, your time helps to keep kids off drugs. 

 

PARTNERS/STAY IN SCHOOL:  LENGTH :30 SEC.  

There are many reasons to stay in school and get an education.  Give yourself a chance 

and stay in  school. 
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PARTNERS/ 911 TRAGEDY/WEBSITE:  LENGTH :30 SEC. 

Following Children First: The Future After September 11
th

, this vignette asks how the 

tragedy affected children.  Go to abc30.com for more in-depth information on the effects 

of the 9-11 tragedies.  

  

FCOE/ EDUCATION PASSPORT: LENGTH :30 SEC. 

Fresno County Office of Education, in partnership with 14 local cultural centers, invites 

viewers to begin a journey of learning through the Passport to Knowledge program.  

Kindergarten through 12
th

 graders can pick up a passport and travel with a paid adult or 

parent to any of the 14 organizations.  After seven stops, children can receive a certificate 

of completion. 

 

FCOE/MISSION: LENGTH :30 SEC. 

Fresno County Office of Education’s mission states that nothing is more important than 

our children.  They provide the tools a child needs to learn and teachers from whom 

children can learn.  

 

FCOE/PETE MEHAS: LENGTH :30 SEC. 

As educators, parents and friends, look for the warning signs of violence and take them 

seriously.  Students who show signs of depression need our help.  We need to keep guns 

and children apart.  Knowing the warning signs could save lives.  

 

FCOE/GIFT TO GIVE: LENGTH :30 SEC. 

Pete Mehas, Director of FCOE, tells us that the young people of the Valley have made a 

difference since the 9-11 attacks for the victims of families and in our schools and 

community. 

 

VCH/IMAGE :30 SEC. 

Innovations of modern medicine have been a tradition of caring for kids at Valley 

Children's Hospital.  The healing and practice of helping children is at the heart of what 

they do.  Valley Children's Hospital has the largest pediatric facility in the country, 

protecting children's future with a commitment of caring. 

 

VCH/IMAGE :30 SEC. 

Helicopter “Air George” is a state-of-the-art helicopter that brings Valley Children’s 

Hospital closer to kids across the Valley and beyond -- combining the future of medicine 

and the commitment of care that comes from the heart. 

 

VCH/COLD AND FLU :30 SEC.  

Thousands of children in the Valley become infected with a respiratory illness called 

RSV.  It can infect infants and children under two years of age and can lead to death.  

Following a few simple tips can keep your baby safe. 

 



-5- 

 

HEALTH 

 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/02/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The Department of Health and Human Services says it has 15.4 million doses of 

smallpox vaccine and enough antibiotics against anthrax to protect 2 million people for 

two months.  However, there are concerns that that's not enough.  There are also worries 

that local doctors may not recognize the symptoms from an attack or know who to call.  

But security people still say an effective biological attack would be very difficult to pull 

off.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/03/01, LENGTH :10 SEC., LOCAL 

You can get Rhonda's fitness tips every Wednesday morning here on AM Live.  Viewers 

with questions for Rhonda can e-mail her.  Just go to ABC30.com and click on Health. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 1:50 MIN., LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

For people with food allergies, checking a label or questioning a waiter about the 

ingredients of a menu item could be.  Now there's hope that food biotechnology could 

one day reduce or even eliminate food allergies.  Health reporter Dr. Barry Kaufman has 

that story.  For most people, what they eat is a matter of personal choice.  But for several 

million Americans, food allergies limit those choices because exposure to the offending 

foods can cause symptoms ranging from minor itching or hives to shock and death.  Eight 

foods trigger 90% of the allergies.  These include milk, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts such as 

walnuts and almonds, fish, shellfish, wheat, and soybeans. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/10/01, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

Bio-terrorism experts recently testified before the Senate.  The U.S. faces a daunting task 

before it will become fully prepared for a possible bio-terrorist attack.  Rea Bakey checks 

on U.S. hospitals to see if they're prepared to handle such an attack.  We gave you a look 

at one of the very best emergency rooms in America.  But even this ER, if faced with a 

sudden influx of patients, would be overwhelmed.  It only has an overflow or surge 

capacity of 12 extra beds in a hallway.  No specific hospital is completely prepared, but 

once they detect something.  The assistance that will come in from the state governments, 

for the governor,  and then from the federal government, the CDC, the military, from 

NIH, from those places will be very significant and very fast.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/10/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A valley business is reaching out to the community.  Cacique, a dairy company with ties 

to our area, announced that it will donate $16,000 to two local health care groups.  The 

Sequoia Community Health Foundation and the Fresno Health Consumer Center will 

each get half of the money.  Both groups provide affordable health care and legal help to 

families in need of medical care. 
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NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/11/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Federal health officials are urging dentists' offices to get rid of lead-lined boxes 

commonly used to store x-ray film because they could pose a danger to patients.  The 

boxes can leave a lead powder than can be transferred to patients' mouths from 

hygienists' fingers and from the film itself.  High levels of lead in the blood have been 

linked to learning disabilities in children and high blood pressure and nervous disorders 

in adults. 

  

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/12/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Work is underway to save folks from deadly disease.  It comes in the form of a simple  

"RSVP."  It stands for "rapid syndrome validation project."  The computer program is 

designed to deliver information to doctors, who are on the front lines of any battle against 

bio-terrorism. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/15/01, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/15/01, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 

Hazmat crews have been running from call to call.  They spent most of the day checking 

out seven different calls from people who found suspicious powders.  One of the calls 

shut down a post office.  Investigators wore protective suits and oxygen masks as they 

entered the post office.  They didn't know what they would find inside.  A postal worker 

found a white powdery substance here Saturday.  It was mopped up and not thought to be 

a threat, but employees today wanted to make sure they were safe.  Crews were also 

summoned to the Gap Distribution Center near the airport to look at another suspicious 

box with some powder on it.  After several hours, authorities concluded it was no threat 

either. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/15/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Folks with diabetes often find living with the disease can sometimes feel like a juggling 

act,  trying to balance nutrition, medications and exercise and now there's help.  Mercy 

Health Education Center in Merced is offering a three-part course designed to help.  It's 

called "Living with Diabetes." 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/17/01, LENGTH :14 SEC., LOCAL 

Anthrax scares in the Valley are stretching hazardous materials crews and health officials 

very thin.  There have been nearly 150 calls in Fresno county since Friday.  Area Hazmat 

teams are cutting back the number of people responding to each call from five to two. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/22/01, LENGTH 1:19 MIN., LOCAL 

Although smallpox was eradicated world wide in 1980, the fears of bio-terrorism have 

prompted the government to call for a mass production of the vaccine.  Officials want to 

have enough on hand to inoculate every American.  People who received a smallpox 

vaccination might still have a scar from the treatment.  The last time anybody was 

vaccinated was in 1972, so there are a lot of people who never received the shot.  One 

local health expert says those who did may not be protected.  
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NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/26/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

It's a day to take time out for your health.  Free clinical breast exams are underway this 

midday at Manchester mall.  From 9am until 3pm both today and tomorrow, women can 

get the free screenings.  Referrals for low-cost mammograms are also available.  Women 

ages 40 and older who are underinsured may qualify for a free mammogram. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/23/01, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 

More than one million women worldwide will be diagnosed with breast cancer.  Surgery 

followed by radiation has a high cure rate, but the seven-week treatment can be difficult.  

So far, hospitals in Michigan, Louisiana, and Canada have reported one hundred percent 

tumor control rate with brachytherapy for breast cancer patients. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/29/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A valley hospital may not turn away poor patients after all.  Madera Community Hospital 

says it's working to continue taking care of Medi-Cal patients.  The hospital had 

originally planned on canceling its contract with the state today because it could no 

longer afford to take care of people who couldn't pay.  Now the hospital is waiting until 

the end of next month to make a final decision on the deal.  

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/01/01, LENGTH :19 LOCAL 

Diabetes is a dangerous disease and if not treated properly, it can lead to serious 

problems, including blindness.  Saint Agnes is sponsoring a free health forum about 

"diabetes and the eye".  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/24/01, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

If you saw the word "casein" on a food label, would you know the product really 

contained milk?  People with food allergies often complain labels are ambiguous and 

confusing.  Food companies plan to adopt stricter labeling guidelines soon.  So how do 

viewers' knowledge stack up?  Action News anchor Joanne Feldman had more in this 

HealthWatch segment. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/02/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Parents are getting support in their struggle to get their kids to bed.  The National 

Institute of Health is launching a new campaign to persuade children to get more sleep.  

It's starting with elementary school children in Minnesota and officials hope to take it to 

schools nationwide.  The institute's director of sleep research says children who sleep 

nine hours a day do better in school and suffer fewer accidents.  They're also less likely to 

have mood swings or become overweight. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/04/01, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

Partying isn't usually a healthy activity unless the party is part of a health fair.  The first 

health fair and block party was held at a church in southwest Fresno today.  Various 

churches jointed St. Agnes Medical Center, the County Health Department and Fresno 

police in giving out health information. 
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NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/24/01, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

A new idea allows veterans the luxury of seeing a doctor without stepping foot out of 

their home.  It is called the Telehealth Home Monitoring System.  Equipment in the 

nurse's office is linked to a device in the patient's home, allowing them to do more than 

just see each other.  It  has a blood pressure cuff and a stethoscope for heart and lung 

monitoring.  There is also a pulse oximeter to monitor oxygen saturation in the patient's 

blood. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/24/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Flu vaccinations are already underway and it's possible there could be a delay in getting 

more of the vaccine.  Last year, there was a shortage because one of the strains used in 

the vaccine was more difficult to grow than manufacturers expected.  A large demand for 

the vaccine can also cause a shortage.  Add to that - more people demanding the vaccine 

this year so flu symptoms won't be confused with anthrax - and it could be a difficult 

season.  However, Fresno County Health Officials are confident their supply will meet 

the demand.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/12/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

California counties have received a total of more than one billion dollars, from the 1998 

multi-state lawsuit against the tobacco industry.  But only a small share of the money is 

going to anti-tobacco campaigns or health programs.  Many financially strapped counties 

have decided to use the money for road repairs, debt repayment or to boost their general 

funds.  Only about 18 percent of the money has gone to health programs.   

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/26/01, LENGTH 2:18 MIN., LOCAL 

More than nineteen million Americans suffer from depression.  In the wake of 

September’s terrorist attacks, experts say that number will likely increase.  Although the 

illness can be effectively treated in eighty percent of all cases, only about thirty-three 

percent of sufferers ever seek help.  In tonight's HealthWatch, Action News anchor 

Joanne Feldman shows us a confidential way to get a picture of your mental health.  Like 

many other people, Marsha Griffith uses the internet to learn about health issues.  Curious 

about her mental health, Marsha took an on-line, depression-screening test. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/20/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

We've hit one of the most stressful times of the year.  Doctors call it the "holiday heart" 

season, but one simple blood test can let folks know if they may soon fall victim to a 

heart attack.  The test measures the amount of cardiac proteins in your blood, called 

Troponin.  They are released into the bloodstream when the heart muscle is damaged.  

The greater the Troponin levels, the greater the damage.  Doctors say this is an important 

discovery. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/25/01, LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Many cancer patients undergo chemotherapy, which can leave them extremely tired.  

Action News anchor Joanne Feldman has some tips to help patients manage.  Nurse and 

professor Susan Beck has done an extensive amount of research into cancer fatigue.  She 

says patients have to think of their energy as a bank account.  So, spend it wisely. 
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NEWSCAST: 5PM, 12/03/01, LENGTH 2:21 MIN., LOCAL 

The Visalia Alzheimer’s Day Care Center is the only facility in Tulare County working 

specifically with people who have dementia.  But it's scheduled for closure at the end of 

the year because it is losing money.  Those who use the center say they don't know what 

they'll do without it.  Officials say the Alzheimer's Center is losing about $60,000  a year.  

It makes it very difficult to run programs of this size with that amount of non-

profitability.  The next closest Alzheimer’s day care facilities are in Fresno and 

Bakersfield.  But the patients' families say it's not realistic to think they could make those 

hour-long drives each way, every day. 

  

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/03/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A controversial home for mental patients is defying a court order and refusing to shut 

down.  Six patients from King’s County Mental Health are living in this home in north 

Hanford.  Home operators say they help patients make the transition back into society, 

but the home has been operating without a license in a residential zone.  Last month, a 

judge ordered it to close by today.  Hanford city officials say they have no choice but to 

enforce the closure.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 12/06/01, LENGTH 1:14 MIN., LOCAL 

When Donald Church had abdominal surgery, he didn't know doctors left him a souvenir.  

A medical retractor, 13 inches long and two inches wide, had been inadvertently left 

inside his abdominal cavity during surgery.  The instrument is used to hold the incision 

open.  As Amy Cancy reports, convincing the doctors that they had made the mistake 

wasn't easy.  We believe now, as a result of this case, they are now implementing a 

process where they are not only counting sponges, they're also counting medical 

instruments. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/08/01, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 

If you're lucky enough to live to be 80, you stand a one-in-four chance of developing 

macular degeneration.  It's a form of blindness that leaves the patient with peripheral 

vision only.  But a promising new type of drug may change everything.  Action News 

anchor Joanne Feldman explains in this segment of HealthWatch.  

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 12/12/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

A four-month-old boy has become the youngest patient in the world to receive a 

defibrillator.  The emergency operation took place at the Oregon Health Sciences 

University.  The heart defibrillator is a device made for adults to shock the heart back 

into a normal rhythm.  However, the infant's heart was so weak, doctors thought he 

needed help right away and the adult device was his only option. 

  

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/12/01, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Thousands of seniors and disabled people might have to go without health care next year.  

Medicare HMO’s are withdrawing coverage for more than 84,000 Californians.  The 

Senate Insurance Committee examined why Medicare is only dropping coverage in 

certain geographic areas.  Some patients will lose their benefits, while other patients in 
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the same area will still be covered.  Some patients say if they lose their insurance, they'll 

have nowhere else to turn. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 11:30AM,  10/28/01 LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Alzheimer’s Foundation -  On this program, the focus was on Alzheimer’s Disease.  It is 

sometimes referred to as the long goodbye.  November is National Alzheimer’s month, 

and we want to give information about this disease because the sooner an accurate 

diagnosis is made, the easier it is to manage symptoms and plan for the future.  For more 

information about the Alzheimer’s Foundation of Central California, you can phone them 

at 559-222-2444. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 11:30AM, 11/28/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

The Fresno Madera Area Agency on Aging – This agency talked about aging and what 

they have to offer for people with Alzheimer’s disease.  Reporter Deanna McQueen 

visited Sunrise Assisted Living located in Northeast Fresno.  The story is about research 

that could lead to cures some day for all kinds of diseases.  The people with loved ones 

living at Sunrise Assisted Living look at stem cell research as a sign of hope.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 11:30AM, 11/11/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

County Of Fresno Human Service System – A new report finds that folks most in need of 

the flu vaccination may be the least likely to get it.  Those 65 and older should have the 

shot.  The American Lung Association and Fresno County Health Department are 

sponsoring two free clinics for Valley Seniors wanting to get flu shots.  

 

CANCER SPECIAL: 10/07/01 3:00PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

Based on the success of two prior cancer specials, Women and Cancer returns again this 

year.  This hour will cover cancers unique to women, e.g. breast, cervical, ovarian and 

endometrial, with attention to causes and risk factors, the latest strategies for prevention, 

new diagnostic techniques and the latest treatment options. 

 

OPRAH  4PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

Oprah talked to an expert on postpartum depression and psychosis that explains what it 

is, who is at greatest risk, and how it can trigger some women to kill.  We heard from a 

woman who shared the chilling details of murdering her 9-month old son fourteen years 

ago.  

 

OPRAH: YOGA: 11/23/01, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

Oprah and the entire audience did yoga.  Viewers found out why all kinds of people, from 

celebrities to stressed-out moms, swear it has given them more energy, less stress, helped 

them lose weight, and improve their health, their relationships, and even their sex lives.  

Rodney Yee joined Oprah to teach us some basic moves viewers can do at home.  And 

viewers tell us how the breathing and calming techniques of yoga have helped them with 

everything from insomnia to smoking. 
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OPRAH: GIRLS WHO DON’T EAT - 4PM, 12/05/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, 

SYNDICATED. 

Oprah uncovers a dangerous trend that may be affecting your daughter.  More and more 

young girls are simply not eating, and, according to one study, they are more afraid of 

getting fat than getting cancer or losing a parent.  Oprah talked with teens who explained 

how they became anorexic while looking for diet tips on the internet.  But they tell us 

girls do not have to be stick thin or starving to death to have an eating disorder.  One 

couple shares some of the lessons they learned when their daughter unexpectedly died 

from an eating disorder. 

 

OPRAH: MEDICAL MIRACLES - 4PM, 12/14/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, 

SYNDICATED. 

Oprah shared stories of amazing medical technology.  From the latest developments in 

cloning, including human embryos as well as family pets, to an experimental stem cell 

treatment that may prove to alleviate Parkinson’s symptoms.  We told viewers about 

some remarkable new advances in the field of medicine.  Also, a man who recently 

received an artificial heart explains what the new technology means to him.  

 

IYANLA: HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH, 10/02/01, 12:30AM, LENGTH 1 

HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Iyanla examines the ways we all undermine our own health and well-being, offering 

strategies to beat stress, tips on listening to your body, a recap of essential tests that every 

woman should take, and a list of the warning signs no woman should ignore. 

 

IYANLA: GETTING THE BODY YOU WANT: 10/05/01, 12:30AM, LENGTH 1 

HOUR., SYNDICATION 

With a support team of top experts, Iyanla looks at exercise from the inside out, from 

plans that fit into the busiest schedules, to the hottest new exercise techniques, to routines 

tailored to every body type. 

 

IYANLA:  BREAKING BAD HABITS, 12:30AM, 11/20/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, 

SYNDICATED. 

Tonight's show focused on breaking bad habits, strategies for choosing new habits you 

should and shouldn’t worry about in your kids, and identifying and changing bad work, 

health and eating habits. 

 

IYANLA:  HOW WOMEN AGE, WITH DR. NANCY SNYDERMAN, 12:30AM, 

12/03/01, LENGTH  1 HOUR,  SYNDICATION 

Dr. Nancy Snyderman joined Iyanla to take a look at how women age, decade-by-decade, 

inside and out. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/05/01, LENGTH 1:42 MIN. LOCAL 
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Nearly 6,000 schoolchildren flooded the fairgrounds as part of the fair education program 

and while the kids may have seen this as a break from the reading, writing, and 

arithmetic, their teachers know better.  While most people go to the fair for fun, teachers 

have discovered it can be one of the best classrooms in the Valley.  Some of these fifth 

graders have been coming here for years, but they say they still learn something new 

every time. 

  

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11:30-12:00PM, 10/12/01, :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A group of Central Fresno youngsters are on the move so they can get out and see the 

world.  Kindergartners at Pyle Elementary took part in a "jog-a-thon" this morning.  The 

little ones were out doing laps around the track in an attempt to improve their own 

education.  Budget cuts at Fresno Unified have taken away some of the funds used by 

classes for field trips, so these children are out raising money for their own outings. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/15/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The State Department of Education has released results of the academic performance 

index, or API.  It's the new yardstick to measure improvements in public schools.  Some 

schools receive extra money based on their performance.  We took a look at the top 

schools in the Central Valley.  In Fresno County, the three highest scoring schools are 

Manchester Gate, Fort Washington Elementary in Clovis and Edison Computech.  The 

top school in Tulare County is Royal Oak Elementary; Kings County, Pioneer 

Elementary; Madera County, Oak Creek Intermediate; and Merced County, Volta 

Elementary of Los Banos.  The State Superintendent of Schools was unhappy with the 

overall scores, however, and blamed overcrowding.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/16/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

Special honors were given in Fresno, for those who teach our children.  It was the Annual 

Educator of the Year awards given by the Fresno County Office of Education.  The 

winner of the Teacher of the Year was Gary Nelson, an agriculture teacher at   Pershing 

Continuation School.  Phillip Stoval is the Administrator of the Year. 

He's a principal at Lincoln Elementary in Kingsburg.  Employee of the Year is Linda 

Dominguez,  an administrative secretary at the Orange Center elementary school district 

in Fresno. 

   

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/17/01, LENGTH 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 

The rates in several Valley counties have made some impressive drops despite an 

increase in unemployment across the state and country.  Local business leaders are 

hoping the trend continues.  In this area, the orders actually start, where we actually take 

them off the computer system.  The company makes active wear, shipping close to 500 

boxes everyday.  The Center opened six months ago and is one of the businesses trying to 

take a bite out of Fresno county's high unemployment rate.  The state says the Valley has 

added more than six thousand jobs in the past year.  The fastest growing areas are 

education, medicine, retail, and wholesale distribution. 
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NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/24/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

A tax on cigarettes is going a long way to help kids lead better lives.  It’s the California's 

tobacco tax initiative, tobacco tax money Fresno County knows as Proposition Ten, and 

it’s pouring in fourteen million dollars a year to Fresno County.  Action News Anchor 

Dale Yurong showed us how its helping low-income children in  Sanger get a head start 

on their education. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/20/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

The parents of every child born in California will be getting a free bilingual parenting kit.  

The statewide education campaign is funded by a voter-approved tobacco tax.  It's 

believed to be the first in the country.  Each kit includes a list of organizations helpful to 

new parents, as well as information on such subjects as childproofing a home and finding 

quality childcare.  The kits also include celebrity videos on topics such as child care, 

safety, nutrition and discipline. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/04/01, 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

Many parents would like their child to become a genius.  But it can be tough if kids feel 

learning is as much fun as taking out the trash.  However, there are steps you can take to 

help make learning a never-ending journey for your children.  Action News anchor 

Joanne Feldman explained in tonight's HealthWatch.  A recent survey shows up to 

seventy-five percent of kindergartners are eager to learn.  Stanford's dean of education, 

Deborah Stipek, says that changes pretty quickly exports children as partners and help 

them come up with their own solutions to problems.   

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH 11 MIN., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH 4 MIN., LOCAL 

An Action News investigation has uncovered a potential link between a charter school 

operating in the foothills of Fresno and a man believed to be the founder of a terrorist 

organization.  It's a school operating inside a Muslim village, and it's funded by your tax 

dollars.  But legislators and top educators worry that the money isn't being spent 

properly.  Our investigation led the Fresno Unified School District to make its first ever 

trip to the Muslim village called Baladullah.  The questions they wanted answers for 

included:  Is religion taught in this public school?  Are the thousands of tax dollars it 

receives each year being spent properly and are the children safe in this environment?  

Fresno Unified says they found no evidence that the school was teaching Islam as a 

religion.  This school is one of 12 campuses being operated by the Gateway Academy.  It 

is chartered through the Fresno Unified School District.  But Fresno Unified tells us they 

didn’t know there was teaching going on here last year.  They also say they weren't aware 

that other campuses are now in operation.  In fact, they say they've now found out that 

there are 3 campuses throughout the state they never even knew about because Gateway 

never notified them. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/08/01, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

We had some important developments, and it's not every day that one of our reports leads 

to a change of the law.  But one assemblyman says our investigation will lead him to 

propose new legislation that limits the way charter schools operate.  Assemblyman Mike 
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Briggs has vowed to change the laws that govern California’s 400 charter schools.  As a 

result of the story by Channel 30, many in Sacramento are taking a better look how 

charter schools are chartered.  Action News conducted a two-month investigation of a 

Muslim village in Tulare County.  Administrators said they'd welcome any changes to the 

law that would make their job of watching the charter schools easier.  

  

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/20/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A group of Clovis school children got a unique education.  This morning they learned 

more about our nation's veterans.  Folks from the Air National Guard's 144th squadron 

visited the students of Copper Hill Elementary.  The service people shared some of their 

experiences and explained to the students what it is they do.  All week the children had 

been encouraged to bring in photos of family members who were in the military to put up 

on the schools "honor wall." 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 5-7AM, 11/09/01, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

Many people think high school simply doesn't work anymore.  But in New York, a new 

type of school has been developed.  At Bard High School Early College, teens are trusted 

to make grown-up choices for their last two years in school.  Leon Botstein, the President 

of Bard College in upstate New York, thinks high school doesn't work anymore and 

that’s because puberty starts earlier than ever before and because at about age 16 test 

scores go down and dropouts go up.  So Botstein and the New York city school system 

has pioneered a new high school where kids take "high school" classes for two years and 

then college-level courses for the last two.  Their teachers are on-staff college faculty 

who are specialists in their subject and who place adult expectations on their students.  

The students will leave here with an associate’s degree in hand.  These new "college 

kids" are critical of the schools they left behind.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/14/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/15/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

State lawmakers started the year thinking they would have an 8-billion dollar budget 

surplus, but now they're looking at a deficit that's bigger than that.  A report forecasts a 

12.4 billion dollar shortfall during this budget year and the next.  Governor Davis has 

ordered State Departments to freeze spending until lawmakers meet in a special session 

in January and for the first time, education programs might be cut, to help climb out of 

this budget deficit.  The governor has proposed cutting 844 million dollars from 

education. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/16/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL  

A six-month investigation into the West Fresno School District's financial policies is 

complete.  A state crisis management team called in to audit the district has turned over 

preliminary findings to the County Office of Education.  County Superintendent Pete 

Mehas says he will not comment on the report until next week.  But an official from the 

West Fresno School District told Action News the report does show some problems with 

how the district handles money, but nothing that can't be fixed.  The county called for the 

audit after noticing some problems in the district's financial policies. 
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NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/16/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

More young folks will be getting a higher education thanks in part to a group of runners.  

This is the fourth Madera Community College scholarship run/walk.  The annual event is 

sponsored by Ranchos Kiwanis and proceeds fund scholarships to the college.  In all 

today, the five-k run, five-k walk, and children's race raised $2,200. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/21/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Back at home, the city of Hanford is moving ahead with plans to build a huge education 

center.  It's the first of its kind here in the Valley, maybe even in the state.  Instead of 

walnut trees, there will be classrooms, baseball fields and parking lots.  However, that 

transformation is still years away.  The Hanford City Council approved a financing plan 

to raise nearly four million dollars, but that's only the money for the land.  The center 

itself will cost much more.  That money will need to be raised through state and local 

bond measures. 

   

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/28/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

Officers here at the police department expect no additional work from the new 

crackdown on truancy.  It takes effect in thirty days.  Under the new ordinance, students 

12 to 17 years old who are cited "twice" by police for ditching school could receive 20 to 

40 hours of community service or a hundred dollar fine.  City leaders are hopeful kids get 

the message the first time around.  They believe when faced with these serious 

consequences, they will stay in school and get an education. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/06/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

College age students in Tulare County often find they have to travel long distances, or 

move away from home if they want to go to a four-year university.  But now a Valley 

lawmaker wants to change that.  Assemblymember and congressional candidate Mike 

Briggs announced he is introducing legislation for the construction of a new four-year 

campus to be built in Tulare County.  Briggs says the university is needed not only for the 

students, but to keep jobs in the county. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 12/13/01, LENGTH  :21 SEC., LOCAL 

House members have overwhelmingly passed the President's education plan.  It calls for 

state tests to be given to all students in grades three through eight.  Those schools with 

persistently low scores must give a portion of their federal aid to tutoring needs or student 

transportation to another public school.  The House approved the plan by a wide margin. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 5-7AM, LENGTH 2:18 MIN., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 12/13/01, LENGTH 2:18 MIN., LOCAL  

West Fresno school board trustees say they're doing what's best for the children.  But 

state officials want more.  West Fresno SAT-9 scores are suffering.  Results for 

elementary school children are down 56 points from last year.  Middle school students 

dropped even more by 90-points.  The county schools superintendent, Dr. Pete Mehas, 

regained financial control of the district, after a state report found it was ripe for abuse 

and financial ruin.  State schools chief Delaine Eastin sent a letter to the school district, 

saying she believes the district cannot meet its financial obligations.  Eastin also says 
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she’s gravely concerned about the education of the children of West Fresno and wants 

school board members to co-operate with Mehas. 

  

VALLEY FOCUS 11:30AM 10/14/01, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Fresno County Office of Education – This show focused on the Fresno County Office of 

Education and their unique programs, one of which is the San Joaquin Valley 

Mathematics project called Math on Call.  We had Lori Hamada & Nanette Mattos, who 

gave us information about this unique program being offered.  Another segment spoke 

about the Educator of the Year program.  The Fresno County Office of Education honors 

their teachers, superintendents and employees by selecting one person from each category 

for their annual educator of the year awards program and celebration. 

 

VALLEY  FOCUS 11:30AM, 11/11/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno County Office of Education – It takes all kinds of professionals to make our 

schools work to benefit the education of children.  The Fresno County Office of 

Education honors these employees with the Educator of the Year award from the 

categories of teacher, administrator and employee. 

 

OPRAH, 4:00PM, 10/22/01, LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

Salute To Great Teachers – Oprah pays tribute to some incredible teachers who are 

making a difference for students across the country.  First, with their workplace less than 

100 yards from Ground Zero, heroic teachers at a Manhattan day care explain how they 

carried their children to safety on September 11
th

.  Then, every year, Disney scours the 

country for the nation’s best teachers.  This year, they have chosen to honor 33 out of 

70,000 nominees.  These dynamic, innovative and creative individuals have worked 

against tremendous odds to inspire and motivate children of all ages and all 

circumstances.  

 

 

CRIME 

 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/01/01, LENGTH: 24 SEC., LOCAL 

Authorities still aren't saying what killed a Ceres man found dead last month in a Valley 

canal.  An autopsy has been completed on 69-year-old Smurfit Samara, but test results 

won't be available for at least a month.  He was found floating in a canal just west of 

Ceres after he disappeared during a morning walk.  Samar's family fears his death may 

have been a hate crime.  They're concerned someone pushed him into the canal. 

  

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/02/01, LENGTH 1:23 MIN., LOCAL 

Valley Muslim groups say its clear that Abdo Ahmed was killed because he was Arab 

and a practicing Muslim.  They're asking local detectives to consider that possibility and 

also take action against what they perceive to be an increase in hate crimes.  Two dozen 

valley Muslims gathered on the doorstep of City Hall today to get the attention of 

detectives.  They want investigators to consider that Abdo Ahmed was shot to death 

inside his store near Reedley this weekend as retaliation for the attacks on America last 
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month.  Detectives are still searching for the four men seen fleeing the scene after Shmed 

was shot.  A $10,000 reward has been offered for information leading to their arrests and 

convictions.  The Sheriff's Department is asking the governor's office to add to that 

reward fund. 

  

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/03/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno police are investigating a murder downtown.  Investigators say someone shot the 

driver of this car at the intersection of Tuolumne and Broadway.  They say the car rear-

ended a semi truck.  When the truck driver got out, he found the man dead behind the 

wheel.  No suspects have been arrested yet, but officers say they have eyewitnesses to the 

crime 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/05/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno police have released the picture of a man they say stabbed another to death over 

the weekend.  Juan Cervantes is wanted for murder, assault with a deadly weapon and 

domestic violence.  Investigators say early yesterday morning he stabbed and killed a 

man he was having an argument with.  Police say they have the knife used in the crime, 

but need help finding Cervantes.  He is a Latino man, 5'8, 160 pounds and believed to 

have family in the Fowler area. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/09/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A rash of burglaries plaguing northeast and northwest Fresno may be at an end.  Early 

this morning, Fresno police arrested two people for breaking into the Fresno Teacher’s 

Association building.  Police now believe John Ramirez and Ali Foothill were also 

involved in several other burglaries over the past year.  In each incident, computer 

equipment was taken.  Detectives believe the suspects either sold the equipment or gave 

it away.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/15/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

Authorities found drugs when they stopped a big rig this morning at Nees avenue and 

Interstate 5.  More arrests were made in the town of Mendota.  Twenty-five kilos of 

cocaine with a street value of $750,000 was hidden among the produce.  Two people 

were arrested at the scene.  Narcotics agents also searched a house in Mendota and found 

a number of weapons.  There they arrested Jose Gonzalez and his wife Esperanza 

Gonzalez-Valle.  Authorities say they're members of a well-known crime family. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/20/01, LENGTH 2:22 MIN., LOCAL 

The Skywatch program put police helicopters in the air over Fresno almost five years 

ago.  Police say it's a success, but there have been some problems, and there are questions 

about whether the city can afford it.  The three Skywatch helicopters, pilots and 

mechanics cost the city about a million dollars a year and police believe the city is getting 

a lot for its money.  Nearly 20,000 responses, nearly 2,000 arrests, and an average 

response time of about a minute to any incident in the city.  But Skywatch isn't flying as 

much as it used to.  About 2,000 hours a year, compared to 3,000 when it started.  The 

chief says that's because maintenance costs are up, a couple of pilots have quit, and that 

has Calhoun concerned.  The Skywatch program came under scrutiny two years ago 
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when the union representing Fresno police officers sent a list of safety concerns to the 

Federal Aviation Administration.  The FAA concluded there were no violations of its 

rules.  Chief Dyer says many of the current complaints are a rehash of those issues the 

FAA has already addressed. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/21/01, LENGTH :27 MIN., LOCAL 

A suspect wanted in a nearly 30-year-old murder case is now in custody here in Fresno.  

Fifty-four-year-old Joseph Ezerkis is in the Fresno County jail on $100,000 bond.  He's 

being held for the shooting death of Ara Arax.  The crime happened in 1972 at a Fresno 

nightclub.  The suspect was extradited from a Pennsylvania prison.  His arraignment is 

set for Monday.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/22/01, LENGTH 1:28 MIN., LOCAL 

The shooting here is being investigated as a robbery homicide, but there is the possibility 

it could also become a hate crime.  There hasn't been any violence here before, but over 

the past couple months one of the owners says he had been harassed, and last night his 

business partner was gunned down.  Witnesses reported hearing as many as seven shots, 

one of which may have injured an attacker.  After the shooting four men were seen 

speeding from this area in a four door late model 1970's Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/23/01, LENGTH :27 MIN., LOCAL 

Area law enforcement agencies want holiday shoppers to feel safe.  A cooperative crime-

fighting effort between the Fresno Police Department, County Sheriffs Department, and 

the California Highway Patrol kicked off today.  It's called Operation Christmas 

Presence.  Law enforcement officers on bicycles, motorcycles, horseback and vehicles, 

both gas and electric, will patrol shopping areas.  The police department says crime has 

dropped in the four years since they began the multi-agency campaign. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/23/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A program that studies how to combat agricultural crime in the Central Valley is 

expected to receive two million dollars in federal funds and with the money, officials 

hope to keep the program running through 2005.  The program uses cameras, satellite 

tracking and other high-tech methods to fight crime.  The bill passed by Congress last 

week.  President Bush is expected to approve it.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE 11/28/01, LENGTH 1:35 MIN., LOCAL 

In 30 days, Fresno police will have more power to go after teenagers who appear to be 

ditching school.  The mayor calls it a juvenile accountability ordinance aimed at the 

estimated 1,800 kids who skip class each and every day.  But not everyone is happy with 

the police having more power.  Only one councilmember voted against a tough truancy 

crackdown.  The City of Fresno has passed a measure to impose fines and community 

service penalties on kids who ditch school.  But as the mayor prepares to sign the 

ordinance into law, the battle now appears destined for a courtroom. 
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NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/28/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

The unsolved murder of a Reedley storeowner is prompting the offer of a big reward.  

Governor Davis has offered $50,000 for information leading to an arrest and conviction.  

The victim, Abdo Ali Ahmed, supported a family of eight.  He was killed in September in 

what the family believes was a hate crime.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/29/01, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno police believe they’ve solved the murder of a Fresno liquor store clerk and 

contrary to early concerns, they don't believe it was a hate crime.  A man accused of 

shooting a store clerk is now in custody.  Monjaro Senegal is accused in the shooting 

death of Regender Gen last Wednesday at Harry's Liquor.  The storeowner says he had 

received threats after the September 11th attacks.  But police say this was a "botched" 

robbery and not a hate crime.    

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 12/04/01, LENGTH 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The State building in downtown Fresno seems an unlikely place for people to be 

spending their evenings during this busy time of year.  But last night, that's where Fresno 

held its second roundtable on terrorism.  Any inconvenience is well out-shadowed by the 

fact that it's enhancing the security of the airport and the City of Fresno.  In a small way, 

this meeting is part of the war on terrorism, arming people in information.  One important 

reminder from this meeting:  If you're traveling by air, arrive at the airport two hours 

before your scheduled flight.  If you're sending Christmas cards or gifts, get them in the 

mail as soon as possible. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 12/04/01, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 

A Boy and Girl Scout reunion with some well-protected K-9's -- The scouts from 

Kingsburg raised more than $2,200 to buy the four-legged crimefighters their own 

bulletproof vests.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 12/05/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

A big development in a series of old Fresno murder cases.  Between 1974 and 1977, five 

teenaged girls were killed.  All of the victims lived in the same area, near the Fresno 

fairgrounds.  One man was convicted in one of the deaths and now, investigators believe 

he also killed the other four. 

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE 5-7PM, 12/06/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno will disband its violent crimes suppression unit.  The Fresno Bee reports that the 

unit will no longer operate after April 1st.  Police chief Jerry Dyer says the unit has 

fulfilled its goals.  The unit was created seven years ago to fight violent criminals.  Chief 

Dyer says Fresno police will still fight violent crime but the duties of the unit will be 

spread among the city's five policing districts.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE 5-7AM, 12/06/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

The California Supreme Court will decide whether Proposition 21 is unconstitutional.  It 

was a measure passed last year to toughen juvenile crime laws.  The case involves a 

group of eight San Diego area teens facing adult charges of committing a hate crime.  
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Authorities say they attacked 5 Latino farmworkers at a migrant camp last summer.  

Lawyers for the group say Proposition 21 is flawed because it allows prosecutors to 

charge teens directly in adult court, without a judge's consent. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/06/01, LENGTH 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 

Pelco is preparing for as many as 20,000 people as it dedicates the California Memorial 

Saturday.  It's a monument to the victims and heroes of the September 11th attack.  It's 

going to be an enormous production.  More than 1,100 New York police, firefighters, and 

Port Authority officers fly in to Fresno today.  The tribute, to the heroes of September 

11th, will be no small event.  The Reedley high school band will be here, along with 

more than 1,000 New York City police and firefighters, and a crowd of thousands from 

the Valley.  The public is invited to the event, but if you can't make it, we'll have 

exclusive live coverage of the dedication ceremony here on ABC-30.     

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 12/11/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

According to the National Insurance Crime Bureau, auto theft, nationwide, is on the rise 

for the first time in a decade.  The Bureau released the results of their annual survey of 

the top ten most stolen cars.  The top five include:  the Toyota Camry, followed by the 

Honda Accord, the Oldsmobile Cutlass, Honda Civic and Jeep Cherokee.  Rounding out 

the list of ten are Chevy pick-ups, the Toyota Corolla, Chevrolet Caprice, Ford Taurus, 

and Ford pick-ups.  The report shows thieves ripped off  1.2 million cars in 2000, a 1.2 

percent increase over 1999.   

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/11/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A South Valley teen that police say was involved in her adopted sister's death learned her 

punishment today.  A Tulare County judge sentenced the 17-year-old to serve six months 

probation.  She will not do any jail time.  The girl had pleaded guilty to involuntary 

manslaughter.  She testified that her mother told her to sit on her 5-year-old adopted 

sister, causing the girl to suffocate.  The mother, Angela Thompson, was sentenced to 25 

years to life in prison for the crime. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/13/01, LENGTH :11 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's District Attorney admits he was drunk while driving and now he's being 

punished for the crime. 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/17/01, LENGTH 1:41 MIN., LOCAL  

The unemployment rates in several Valley counties have made some impressive drops 

despite an increase in unemployment across the state and country.  Local business leaders 

are hoping the trend continues.  Workers at the Bodek and Rhodes clothing company are 

keeping busy these days.  The company makes active wear and ships close to 500 boxes 

everyday.  The center opened six months ago and is one of the businesses trying to take a 

bite out of Fresno County’s high unemployment rate.  Business leaders say the Valley's 
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unemployment rate is actually a plus when it comes to attracting new companies.  

Corporations know they'll have a willing and able workforce.  Executives for Bodek and 

Rhodes say they certainly haven't regretted their choice. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/18/01, LENGTH :21 LOCAL 

A Fresno-based company's growth plans will bring new jobs to the Valley.  Netafim 

U.S.A. makes irrigation equipment.  It celebrated its twentieth anniversary and its plant 

expansion.  The increased production capacity means the company will add about 30 jobs 

ranging from operations to sales.  There's a new place in central Fresno that could very 

well help people find jobs.  Workforce Connection opened a new office this morning in 

Manchester center.  The company helps connect people looking for jobs with employers 

throughout the county.  This new facility has over 200 employees from various state and 

county agencies ready to help folks get jobs. 

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/12/01, LENGTH :33 LOCAL 

The House has approved an aviation security bill that allows airport screening jobs to be 

handled by private companies.  The people who screen passengers and bags at the 

nation's airports would be under federal supervision.  Approval came after the House 

narrowly rejected a Senate bill that would have turned airport-screening operations over 

to federal employees.  The vote could delay congressional approval of an aviation 

security package for some time.  That's because the House and Senate versions of the bill 

now have to be reconciled.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH 1:36 MIN., LOCAL 

Dairy cows mean big bucks in the South Valley.  The dairy industry generates 2.8 billion 

dollars for the economy, and accounts for one in six jobs.  But expansion has been at a 

standstill for years.  That may change with plans for a large new dairy near Lindsay. 

  

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/07/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Construction is underway for a Fresno business park that's expected to generate hundreds 

of jobs.  The 50-acre site near Jensen and Highway 99 will house the foundry business 

park in a few short months.  Phase one of the project involved the renovation of a 

warehouse.  Title companies and state agencies quickly assumed office space here.  Phase 

two involves the construction of similar buildings to house even more businesses. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/09/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Although it's been nearly two months since the September 11
th

 attacks, thousands of 

southern California airport employees are still looking for work.  Many of them turned 

out for a job fair, hoping to land something before the holidays.  There were 63 

employers looking for workers.  There were about 2,300 jobs to be filled here.  They 

ranged from entry-level all the way up to management. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/09/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL  

Emory Fraker has been repairing equipment at Candlewick Yarns for more than 21 years.  

The struggling economy is forcing the plant to shut down.  The company makes nylon 

yarn, which is used to manufacture carpet.  Managers blame the recent terrorists attacks, 
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soft economy and California’s high-energy rates.  The economic outlook of the Valley is 

not all bad.  Compared to last month, the jobless rate is up slightly mostly because of 

seasonal farm layoffs.  But when you compare that to a year ago, you see more people 

have jobs in Fresno County this year.  With unemployment standing now at 1.6 percent, 

The rate in Tulare County is steady.  Kings County is down point six percent.  Madera 

County is down half a percent and in Merced County; the unemployment rate is down 

one point one percent from a year ago.  A local economist says we may be somewhat 

insulated in the Central Valley because of self-sustaining industries like agriculture.  The 

employment picture is expected to improve with holiday hiring.  In fact, a local Target 

store plans to make most of its seasonal help permanent after the holidays to staff a new 

department store opening soon in Fresno. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 11/25/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

The end of the holiday weekend could mean the beginning of the end of the line for 

thousands of Boeing employees.  Boeing handed out 60-day warning notices to the 

workers who build its planes.  It's part of a massive layoff plan to eliminate up to 30-

thousand jobs.  The prospect of being out of work is unsettling to the workers; many have 

been with Boeing for years. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 12/05/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Mothers trying to work their way out of welfare might be facing more challenges.  Earlier 

this year, Governor Gray Davis ordered 24 million dollars cut from programs that help 

mothers get off welfare.  Former welfare recipients today met with the Department of 

Finance to explain why they need the State's help with childcare.  They say if the State 

funding is cut, they won't be able to afford day care and will have to quit their jobs and 

get back on welfare. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/06/01, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

A Valley lawmaker wants Tulare County students to have the chance to go to college 

closer to home.  Clovis assemblyman and congressional candidate Mike Briggs 

announced that he's backing legislation for the construction of a new four-year campus in 

Tulare County.  Briggs says the university will also keep jobs in the County. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 5-7AM, 12/13/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

A top health care provider is taking steps to improve its bottom line and employees will 

feel the pinch.  Aetna, the nation's largest provider of health care benefits, is cutting six 

thousand jobs.  That's 16 percent of its work force.  Most of the cuts will come through 

what Aetna calls targeted job reductions, with the rest through attrition.  In making the 

move, Aetna cites lower membership levels and a decrease in the number of markets.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/04/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

As a result of recent terror attacks, unfortunately there are California residents who are 

being victimized by hate violence, and who are being refused service based on their 

color, ancestry of country or national origin.  A toll free number has been set up to report 

suspected hate crimes: 1- 866- 460-HELP. 
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POVERTY 

 

 

ACTION NEWS, 12/07/01, LENGTH :30 NEWS CUTAWAYS 

Action News aired 12 news cutaways for the annual Toys for Tots marathon to collect 

toys for under-privileged children of the Central Valley. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/01/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

The outpouring of generosity here in the Valley is impressive.  But some local charities 

are now wondering whether there will be enough to go around, especially with the 

holidays so close.  They're trying this gentle reminder:  charity begins at home.  It was 

not so long ago Elton Leatherwood was a homeless drug addict.  Through the help of 

strangers, he's now off the streets and cooking dinner for homeless people at Poverello 

House.  Leatherwood says this place, and the charity of others, saved his life.  He and the 

people who run Poverello house say they'll get by one way or another; and if there isn't 

enough money to buy chicken, they'll serve peanut butter and jelly.  Other charities may 

have to find similar ways to tighten their belts. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/22/01, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

For many people, this Thanksgiving Day was a time to share and give to those who don't 

have much.  Hundreds of volunteers turned out to serve up turkey and dressing to the 

needy at Fresno's Poverello house.  More than 800 people, many of them children, got to 

enjoy the Thanksgiving meal.  For those who are homeless and couldn't make it to the 

Poverello house, a group called the Miller Project went to them.  Volunteers served 

dinner to people along Fresno's motel row. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/01/01, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Hundreds of Valley children in need will be getting brand new shoes, thanks to a local 

youth group.  The group donated 1,900 pairs of shoes to the Fresno Rescue Mission and 

Craycroft Youth Center.  The shoes will go to homeless men, women and children.  The 

youth group also donated jackets, socks, and full Christmas stockings.  If you would like 

to help the Rescue Mission, they're still in need of blankets, jackets, socks, and other 

essential items. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/03/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

Homeless men and families have several options for shelter here in Fresno, but for a 

single homeless woman, even in the bitter cold, the street is her only choice.  Three 

community outreach organizations are teaming up to change that.  As temperatures drop, 

the number of homeless people looking for a warm place to sleep rises and for single 

women, Fresno comes up short.  The whole concept for Naomi’s house came from a 

woman who goes to the Poverello House to eat. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 12/10/01, LENGTH 1:23 MIN., LOCAL 

If you’re looking for a holiday gift with a unique Valley flavor, check out a holiday 

basket from a local fundraising group.  Action News reporter Craig Fiegener shows us 
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how "Angels Around Us" is helping homeless women.  They sold 400 and didn’t think 

they would even sell 100.  This year, the goal is for 500 baskets.  If that happens, it will 

leave a profit of roughly $20,000 -- more than just pocket change for a charity that helps 

homeless women and children.   

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 12/12/01, LENGTH   

More Valley families are struggling to put food on the table this holiday season and are 

forced to get outside help.  It used to be that homeless men made up the majority of 

people showing up at the Poverello House for a free meal. But now about half of those 

walking through the doors are families.  Over the last six months, they've seen a steady 

increase in the number of families coming in for a free meal, and a decrease in single men 

at the door.  They say half of those they feed, about 350-500 people a day, are hungry 

families who, in troubling financial times, have had to forgo food to pay other bills.  

Poverello officials expect the numbers of families to continue to climb as long as the 

country remains in a recession. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/04/01, LENGTH 1:22 MIN., LOCAL 

One group in Fresno found a way to help those in need, and get some good exercise at the 

same time.  It was all part of the 2001 Crop Walk, an annual event that has churches and 

families come out to raise money for hunger relief efforts here at home, as well as abroad.  

Many say that the event is an important way for people to raise money.  The 'crop' 

organization says 25 percent of all the money raised will help organizations right here in 

the Valley.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/13/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

The Salvation Army in Visalia has an urgent need for holiday food donations, especially 

turkeys.  You can drop off food at 1501 West Main Street in Visalia, or call 733-2784.  

They need food before Monday, because they're set to deliver food baskets the next day.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/26/01, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

Ordinarily this month would mark the unofficial beginning of the giving season, but like 

so many other routines of life, this, too, appears to have been changed dramatically by the 

events of September 11th.  Despite the drop in donations, most food banks around the 

country are able to keep up with demand for now.  However, this is the peak fundraising 

season and unless money and other donations start rolling in, it is going to be hard to 

keep up with the demand. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/19/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

A Valley hospital may soon be forced to turn away the poor.  Madera Community 

Hospital says it can no longer afford to care for people who can't pay and plans to cancel 

its Medi-Cal contract.  About a quarter of the people treated at Madera Community 

receive Medi-Cal benefits.  If the plan takes effect, they'll have go to Fresno for medical 

care.   
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NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/05/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

People in the South Valley are gearing up to help the needy this holiday season, and 

they're having barrels of fun doing it.  Workers at the Visalia Medical Clinic had a barrel-

decorating contest to kick off the "Food Links" annual food drive.  This year the most 

popular decorating theme was red, white, and blue.  Barrels will be placed at many 

businesses around the county to collect donations.  The clinic collected over 20,000 

pounds of food last year.  

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Santa showed up at this Save-Mart in Clovis, to kick off the "Santa Dollars Toys for 

Tots" campaign.  The special dollar has a familiar face on it, and for $2.50, you can get 

one along with a special holiday card.  Proceeds will be donated to the Toys for Tots 

program so that needy kids in the Valley can have a gift for the holidays this year.  The 

Santa bucks are available at all Save-Mart stores. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/14/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Time is running out the need for holiday food donations in the Valley are urgent.  The 

Salvation Army in the South Valley is just one of the charities in need.  Their freezer, 

which should be full of turkeys, is completely empty and that could mean a hungry 

holiday for hundreds of needy families.  Time is short, so you're being urged to donate to 

the Salvation Army or any other shelter or agency that feeds the needy. 

 

 NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 12/16/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

It was the annual turkey bowl fundraiser at a Bay Area high school.  People rolled frozen 

turkeys at bowling pins.  They raised $3,500, which will be used to help feed needy 

families.  Needy Valley families won't go hungry thanks to the commitment and 

teamwork of these Edison High students.  Members of the Interserve Club wrapped up 

their annual food drive today.  The teens collected nearly 11,000 cans of food.  That 

translates into five and a half tons of canned goods.  It will all go to the Community Food 

Bank, which will distribute the food.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/23/01, LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

The Salvation Army is struggling with a shortage of volunteers.  It's asking for your help 

to make the holidays brighter for those in need.  Last year, nearly 1,300 Valley bell 

ringers donated over 3,400 hours manning these kettles.  They raised $60,000 for the 

needy. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11M, 12/21/01, LENGTH  :19 SEC., LOCAL 

Some Boy Scouts learned a good lesson in generosity today.  Little Hunter Dryden 

helped the US Marines as they began their annual "Toys for Tots" drive.  In addition, 

letter carriers around the country are collecting the toys along their routes for needy 

children.  The toys are then taken to a warehouse where the Marines help get them ready 

for the deliveries.  
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NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/14/01, LENGTH :16 SEC., LOCAL 

Some holiday cheer today for needy Valley kids from a unusual source.  Inmates from the 

Pleasant Valley State Prison donated 280 new and refurbished bikes to Fresno police.  

They’ll be distributed to local children.  Prisoners say working on the bikes is their way 

to give something back to the community 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 11:30AM, 12/09/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Community Food Bank – this program focuses on what could be done to help feed the 

hungry and the homeless.  The Community Food Bank doesn’t just serve Fresno.  They 

distribute to 170 centers in Fresno, Kings and Madera counties.  They say their network 

is growing and they’re reaching out to more people than past years.  A segment also 

spoke about spoke about Fresno’s Poverello House, where every year dozens of people 

volunteer to help serve the needy. 
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CONSUMER WATCH 

 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 10/01/01, LENGTH 1:20 SEC., LOCAL 

Consumer Watch talked about glucose meters.  Diabetes can lead to heart disease, kidney 

failure, blindness and amputation, but through "glucose meters," diabetes patients can 

control the disease.  Action News reporter Craig Fiegener found out which meters work 

best.  These Consumer Reports employees have diabetes.  They are some of the 9 people 

who volunteered to test glucose meters.  To check how accurate the meters were, blood 

samples were tested then compared with results from professional laboratory equipment.  

Blood samples were also tested repeatedly to check for consistency.  Four of the meters 

weren't very efficient.  We found other meters that would make better choices, and those 

were the meters that showed more consistent readings.  Of those, the panelists liked this 

one best.  It's the One Touch Ultra for around $65.  It's small, gives quick results and 

needs very little cleaning.   

  

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/24/01, LENGTH 1:45 SEC., LOCAL 

The recent recall of millions of tires and the government investigation of millions more 

has raised awareness about just how important tires are.  Find out which ones are the best 

for sports utility vehicles.  Action News reporter Craig Fiegener takes a look in this 

Consumer Watch.  Seeing how well tires help prevent a sport utility vehicle from 

hydroplaning is just one of several tests for tires at the Consumer Reports track.  In all, 

engineers evaluated 16 SUV tires.  An emergency handling test shows how the tires 

respond.  Braking is another key test.  Engineers measure how long it takes to come to a 

complete stop on wet pavement.  SUV’s come with two different types of tires:  All 

season and all terrain.  Whichever the car came with originally, consumers should stick to 

that type of tire.  If you don't, it may affect the performance of that vehicle and also may 

increase the risk of rollover.  Among all-terrain tires, one that excelled was the $55 

Dayton Timberline A/T.  It comes with a 5-year, unlimited mileage tread wear warranty.  

With all-season tires, one set a new standard for excellence.  It's the Toyo M410 Open 

Country for $85.  It did a great job braking and handled quite well on the emergency 

course.  It comes with a 50,000 mile tread wear warranty.   

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/09/01, LENGTH 1:17 SEC. LOCAL 

We’ll see how two Action News viewers had help in solving problems -- One with 

magazines bought on the phone, the other with a computer store.  It's time to open up our 

case closed file.  Steve King contacted Consumer Watch after buying a computer scanner 

at Staples.  He says it didn't work right, and when he brought it back to the store for an 

exchange,  they said no.  After Consumer Watch sent a letter asking why, Staples 

rethought its policy and exchanged the scanner.  Steve says he's happy, and will continue 

to shop Staples.  Neelima Hemphill asked Consumer Watch for help after a phone 

solicitor sold her 4 years' worth of subscriptions to TV Guide and Time Magazine, at a 

cost of $200.  Later, she changed her mind, but the company wouldn't give a refund.  

When Consumer Watch asked National Magazine Exchange why, they gave Neelima a 

full refund.  Next time she'll think carefully before doing business with phone a solicitor, 

and she's glad that this case is closed. 
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NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 11/09/01, LENGTH :10 SEC., LOCAL 

On this segment of Consumer Watch, we check an on-line auction site that’s raising rates.  

Investigated by our consumer reporter Craig Fiegener. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 11/08/01, LENGTH 2:14 SEC., LOCAL 

Calcium is being added to all kinds of foods these days.  It's important for strong bones 

and teeth.  Most of us need about 1,000 milligrams a day but Action News consumer 

reporter Craig Fiegener cautions it is possible to get too much of a good thing.  Lots of 

foods you wouldn't expect are now claiming to be higher in calcium.  Even graham 

crackers puts it right on the front of the box, and the claims don't stop here.  No one 

should get more than 2,500 milligrams of calcium a day.  If you do, you run the risk of 

kidney damage or kidney stones.  Calcium can block the absorption of other key nutrients 

as well.  Getting too much calcium isn't hard.  A glass of fortified orange juice has 350 

milligrams of calcium.  A cup of total cereal with milk contains almost 15-hundred 

milligrams.  This calcium supplement -- 500.  A yogurt for lunch puts you over the 2,500 

milligram limit.  To complicate matters, many products don't tell you the amount of 

calcium they contain.  Like fruit bars, they say, simply, "Calcium 20 percent."  How do 

you decode that?  To calculate how much calcium you're getting, multiply the percentage 

by ten.  And don't go over the 2,500 milligram limit.  We have some additional consumer 

health advice available to you online.  With the concerns about anthrax and with flu 

season here, how can you interpret your symptoms?  Consumer Reports' online magazine 

has some answers.  Just log onto abc30.com and click on Flu Symptoms. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/14/01, LENGTH 2:55 MIN., LOCAL 

If you buy a used car, it's really impossible to know everything about its past.  In most 

cases, you have to trust what you're being told.  But there is a high tech tool that can give 

you more information.  In a matter of seconds, you can now dig up lots of dirt on a car 

that otherwise might have looked fine.  Last year, 2.5 million cars were wrecked.  Half of 

them are back on the road, with what's known as a salvaged title.  And every year lots of 

used cars are declared lemons, but they don't vanish; in fact, they're usually resold.  Car 

Fax is designed to catch a number of title problems.  And if the odometer readings don't 

add up between registration renewals, it will trigger a possible rollback alert.  But Car 

Fax is only as good as the public records it uses.  Car Fax is so confident, it says it will 

pay up to $5,000 to anyone who runs a report on a car which has problems Car Fax didn't 

catch.  But still, consumers have to beware.  Anytime you buy a used car, running a 

background check is just one part of buying smart.  Have the vehicle inspected by your 

mechanic.  Do your homework first.  Don't be in a rush to buy a used car.  For more 

information go to ABC30.com, click on the Consumer Watch button, and look for our 

link to Car Fax.  You'll be able to see for yourself if any records show a match with your 

vehicle identification number.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 11/15/01, LENGTH 2:16 MIN., LOCAL 

Consumer Watch starting hearing from lots of viewers with recently purchased gift cards 

that House 2 Home was not honoring.  As it turns out, the reason lies in the recent 

bankruptcy filing by the chain of stores.  House 2 Home is in bankruptcy now, and many 
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of its customers who bought or were given gift cards are quickly learning that, for now, 

those cards are worthless.  If you are holding a gift card or credit slip from a return at 

House 2 Home, you need to file a proof of claim form.  We've made it easy for you to get 

one of these.  Just go to our website at www.abc30.com and click on the Consumer 

Watch button.  You'll find a downloadable copy of the claim form, along with the case 

number and the address of the court. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 5-7AM 11/20/01 LENGTH 2:06 SEC., LOCAL  

Parents are already combing store shelves for the toys on their children’s Christmas wish 

lists.  But as Jorge Quiroga reports, a consumer group in Boston has made its own list of 

toys to avoid this year.  They include toys with insufficient warnings or too many 

warnings.  Brio's Curious George has a removable backpack and mobile phone, soft and 

small enough to choke a small child.  Madeline's shoulder bag has a 33-inch shoulder 

cord.  The throwaway warning mentions choking but not strangulation.  Then there's the 

Blizzard Blaster and Super String, touted as safe fun for the whole family.  Curiously, the 

throwaway wrapper reads, "Keep out of the reach of children."  Also, the clown stacking 

rings have a rigid, six-inch rod, with no warning -- it could poke a child.  Despite age 

restrictions, the Rhythm and Melody Pack says, "Fun percussion for all ages."  A slim 

wooden handle could choke a very young child.  The Invincible Knights weapon set is for 

kids three and up.  It warns it's only for pretend play, not to be used against living things.  

Playskool's car alarm key ring for children as young as two comes with easily removable 

metal keys and no warning.  And finally, there is the  harmless looking Snowball Kitty, 

kittens with longhair fibers that can easily be eaten.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/22/01, LENGTH 1:56 SEC., LOCAL  

Power blowers for cleaning up leaves and debris around the yard are getting quieter.  It's 

nice when you don't annoy the neighbors.  So we asked the question, what works best, 

gas or electric?  Action News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener has more on the story.  

Most gasoline-powered blowers, like the ones Consumer Reports tested, are good at 

blowing leaves.  But gas blowers tend to be somewhat heavy and hard to handle.  The test 

shows electric blowers generally aren't as noisy as gas blowers, but they also aren't as 

powerful.  However, the electric Toro is an exception.  It's a good blower and fairly quiet.  

It's the Toro Super Blower Vac, Model 51591 for $80. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/23/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A program to help people with their power bills may be in danger.  Consumer groups fear 

state lawmakers may cut nearly 84 million dollars from the program that gives low-

income people a 20 percent discount on natural gas and electricity.  A decline in state 

revenue and increased spending on security and electricity has prompted Governor Davis 

to call for cuts. 

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE,12/10/01, LENGTH 1:46 SEC. LOCAL 

More people are shopping this holiday season, but the malls aren't as crowded as usual.     

That's because more and more shoppers are making their purchases online.  Action News 

consumer reporter Craig Fiegener with some helpful hints.  Most sites say it takes 7 to 10 

days to ship a package.  So for the holidays you want to order by about December 15th.  
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That way you'll avoid express shipping charges, which can really add to the cost of a gift.  

Consumer Reports has rated more than 200 web sites and found many have helpful 

features.  Consumer Reports has come up with a list of some of its favorite web sites -- 

everything from toys to clothing.  You can find that list on our web site at abc30-dot-

com.  Click on Consumer Watch, then the "Gift Shopping Online" link. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/05/01, LENGTH  1:37 MIN., LOCAL 

Prices of DVD players have dropped dramatically since the machines first hit the market.  

Action News Consumer reporter Craig Fiegener tested many costing less than $200, and 

he has advice on choosing the right DVD player for your family this holiday season.  

Consumer Reports just tested 25 DVD players, costing between $115 and $300.  The 

picture and audio quality are very good on all of them.  Included in the tests were several 

progressive scan DVD players.  When used with one of the new digital televisions, they 

give you an even better picture than you get with a regular DVD player.  Any DVD 

player can also play music CDs.  For music lovers, Consumer Reports recommends 

getting a multi-disc player.  It doesn't cost much more than a single-disc player.   

 

 

TERRORISM 

 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/16/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

People seem to be finding mysterious powders on everything.  None has proved to be 

anthrax, but the Health Department continues to test for it.  Action News reporter Gene 

Haagenson takes us into the lab to show us how it's done.  Workers in the public health 

laboratory at the Fresno County Health Department are usually busy identifying different 

strains of the flu or analyzing tests for aids or venereal diseases.  But in the past few days, 

things have changed.  While terrorists could strike anywhere, the confirmed anthrax 

incidents so far have involved high profile targets and just 13 cases among 300 million 

Americans. 

  

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 10/22/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Some people sell pins, others go on motorcycle rides, but one man is bowling them over 

to raise money for the victims of last month's terrorist attack.  Carlos Wright bowled for 

75 straight hours.  Part of the way through, his hands got so swollen he couldn't even fit 

his hands in his bowling ball, but that didn't stop him.  Wright says the pain was well 

worth it.  He raised about $4,000 for the New York police and firefighters fund. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/23/01, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

The City has always had a plan to deal with disasters in our community; certainly what 

we're doing now is updating it to deal with the whole issue of terrorism and bio-terrorism, 

something that wasn't in our mindset a month or a month and a half ago.  The City won't 

reveal any details about the plan.  Council member Henry Perea says the goal is to simply 

find ways to protect lives and property in the event of terrorist attacks.  
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NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/23/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Students at a Fresno Middle School are sporting a new look this week to help relief 

efforts in New York.  The school district declared Sequoia Middle School "uniform free" 

in order to raise money for victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks.  All week, 

students are allowed to wear something other than their school uniform, in exchange for a 

dollar donation each day.  So far, the kids have raised about three hundred dollars.  

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/23/01, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno's plan to deal with terrorist threats hasn't been completed yet.  It's in the planning 

stages.  The City Council was briefed in private about the plan.  A meeting on the 

terrorism plan was the only item on the City Council's agenda, and they talked about it 

behind closed doors.  Council members will talk only in general terms about what's being 

planned.  They say only it amounts to additional security measures to protect lives and 

property.  Details may become public when the city council has to approve spending 

money for the measures.  The discussion was just the beginning of the process 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/23/01, LENGTH :41 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Gray Davis wants more budget cuts.  He’s already ordered every state agency 

to cut their spending by at least 15 percent.  While we were preparing for an economic 

slowdown, we now find ourselves facing a much more challenging situation requiring 

very difficult choices.  Governor Davis also called for an immediate hiring freeze during 

a meeting yesterday.  It covers all State Departments except for those dealing with public 

health, safety and emergency services.  Davis says the state's revenues already were 

weakened before the September 11th terrorist attacks that have sapped consumer 

confidence and the State Treasury. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/25/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A state watchdog agency called the Little Hoover Commission tackled that question in 

Sacramento about weather or not California is prepared for a terrorist attack.  State 

officials say California could use more law enforcement officers and more training for 

them.  The state's top cop says tight budget restrictions make it a challenge to meet all the 

state's needs.  But he believes the public can help stop terrorism. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/25/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A public interest group says California has vulnerable targets.  Public transportation, 

agriculture, and oil refineries could be subject to terrorism. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/26/01, LENGTH 1:21 MIN., LOCAL 

This is really an amazing concept as people pass through the regular security checkpoint 

their picture is taken and instantly compared to a database of known terrorists.  If you're a 

terrorist, then FYI is not the airport for you, according to Pelco CEO David McDonald, 

who proudly demonstrated the new technology.  The facial-recognition system, called 

Pelco-Match, unobtrusively snaps your picture, and feeds it into a computer loaded with 

the faces of known terrorists.  The $50,000 system comes as a gift from the company, 

which will be installing a second system at San Francisco International Airport in two 
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weeks.  After a 6-week test period, the Pelco-match system will be marketed to other 

airports across the country and around the world.   

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/26/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A major drug maker is working to help battle bio-terrorism.  Glaxo-Smith-Kline has 

asked federal regulators for permission to make smallpox vaccine.  The drug maker also 

wants to expedite approval of some of its anthrax treatments.  It submitted a proposal to 

begin producing some of the 300 million doses of smallpox vaccine the government 

wants to stockpile against a possible terrorist attack.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 10/28/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Home sales have dropped nationwide, but realtors say business remains steady here in the 

Valley.  Sales took an almost 12 percent drop last month, and analysts blame the terrorist 

attacks.  The effects have yet to be felt in the Valley.  Economists say it takes a year to 18 

months for a negative national economy to hit here.  Sales also haven't dropped in the 

Fresno-area because prices remain affordable. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/29/01, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's own anti-terrorism unit won't do anything different as a result of the alert.  

Members have already been on a high state of readiness for potential terrorism.  They 

plan to continue with what we've been doing, and try to enhance security doing threat 

assessments on various locations throughout the city and to educate the officers and the 

public to deal with any type of terrorist activities in Fresno.  There is a number you can 

call if you suspect any kind of terrorist activity. 

  

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/30/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

A casino worker is in jail accused of causing an anthrax scare.  Tulare County Sheriff's 

deputies have arrested 38-year-old John Gonzales and charged him with making terrorist 

threats in connection with a suspicious envelope discovered yesterday at Eagle Mountain 

Casino.  The casino had to be evacuated because of the threat, but lab tests have shown 

there was no anthrax in the envelope and there has been no word on a motive for the 

hoax.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/30/01, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 

Warnings of another possible terrorist attack have the CHP keeping an eye on big rigs.  

Some people fear terrorists could use them as weapons to strike back.  Weigh stations, 

like the one in Chowchilla, are now open 24 hours a day.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/29/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

The FBI’s warning has the CHP taking extra precautions with semi-trucks.  Some people 

fear terrorists could use them as weapons as they did airliners last month.  The Highway 

Patrol is keeping closer tabs on the rigs.  Weigh stations, like this one in Chowchilla, are 

now open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Hazmat teams are going out to trucking 

companies to promote tighter security.  The Fresno police department has an anti-terrorist 

hotline for the public to report suspicious activity. 
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NEWSCAST: 6PM, 10/30/01, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

Kings County wants to make sure a local victim of the terrorist attacks is not forgotten. 

The Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a plan to honor Lieutenant Commander 

Otis Tolbert by naming a stretch of Highway 198 after him.  Tolbert, a native of 

Lemoore, was killed during the attacks on September 11th.  He was working in the 

Navy's defense intelligence agency at the Pentagon when he died. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 10/30/01, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

The Bush administration has issued a global terrorist warning.  This comes after the 

nation was already warned to be on the lookout for anthrax.  Anthrax has been found at 

two more post offices, and authorities are puzzled over new cases in New York and New 

Jersey.  New York city officials say they'll offer antibiotics to people who might have 

encountered a suspected anthrax patient. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 10/31/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Fear of another terrorist attack has two Northwest flights grounded on the west coast this 

midday.  In San Francisco, a flight the FBI has detained carrying about 170 passengers.  

Reports indicate the pilot apparently called the tower requesting that hazardous materials 

and fire crews standby for landing. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM  LIVE, 11/01/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

The House will vote on legislation to increase airport security.  Lawmakers will decide 

whether the people who screen bags and passengers should be federal workers.  A senior 

Taliban official says they are willing to negotiate an end to the fighting. 

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 10/31/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

Terrorist threats didn't stop little monsters from celebrating Halloween.  Parents say 

Tower District trick or treating is the type of safe night they were after this year.  There 

were extra 70 police officers in the area keeping the peace. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/01/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The Justice Department is using a just-enacted anti-terrorism law to tighten immigration 

policies and crack down on would-be terrorists.  Attorney General John Ashcroft is also 

asking the state department to label 46 organizations as terrorist so their members or 

supporters cannot enter the country.  The Attorney General is also asking the FBI and 

CIA to check out people who apply for visas.  

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/02/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL  

California's economy was struggling before September 11, but the terrorist attacks made 

it worse.  Governor Gray Davis held an economic summit for political and business 

leaders.  The purpose is to look for ways to jump-start the economy.  Suggestions 

included tax credits for moviemakers and dollars to promote tourism.  California is facing 

a nine-and-a-half billion-dollar deficit next fiscal year. 
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NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/03/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Bikers want us to know they have big hearts.  Members of the Fresno County Harley 

Owners group got together today to make a donation to the Red Cross.  Bikers presented 

a check for $2,000 to the Fresno Madera County Chapter.  The money is to help the local 

chapter in its relief efforts.  Most of the money donated during the past several weeks has 

gone to New York to aid the families of the victims of the terrorist attacks. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/04/01, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

Local government is trying to reassure us that our fears of terrorist attack are being dealt 

with.  A forum is planned tomorrow to outline what precautions are being taken, and 

what precautions you should take.  Representatives of health and safety agencies will take 

part in the "Safe at Home Forum” tomorrow night at the cafeteria of Sunnyside High 

School. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/05/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The Centers for Disease Control has vaccinated some of its health workers against 

smallpox as a precaution in case they need to investigate a terrorist attack involving the 

deadly virus.  There is no evidence that anyone is getting ready to use smallpox in a 

terrorist attack but the CDC says it is important they are prepared.  Smallpox is known to 

survive only in laboratories in the United States and Russia.  However, germ warfare 

experts suspect that other countries, including North Korea and Iraq, may have secretly 

obtained stocks.  The U.S. ended smallpox vaccinations in 1972. 

     

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/06/01, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 

The terrorist attacks on September 11
th

 triggered a huge surge of patriotism, but there's no 

indication they're having the same effect on voter turnout.  About 30 to 35 percent of 

Visalia's registered voters are expected to cast ballots in Visalia.  That's average for an 

off-election year.  Four Visalia Unified board seats and three City Council seats are up 

for grabs.  Merced voters are also electing a mayor and city council members. 

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/05/01, LENGTH:  21 SEC., LOCAL 

People in the Valley had a chance to find out just how ready we are for a terrorist or 

biological attack.  Assembly member Sarah Reyes put a panel of experts together with 

officials from the fire department, local hospitals and law enforcement.  For most people 

their biggest concern was anthrax. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/07/01, LENGTH 3:03 LOCAL 

An Action News probe of a charter school operating inside a Muslim village east of 

Fresno has uncovered what appears to be a connection between that school and a known 

terrorist.  Fresno Unified says Gateway board member Khadijah Ghafur is the school 

superintendent for Gateway Academy's one dozen school sites.  Ghafur is also listed on 

Nevada Secretary of State documents as a secretary in the group Muslims of the 

Americas, founded by Sheikh Mubarik Gilani. According to the U.S. State Department, 

Gilani also the head of a terrorist organization called "Jamaat Ul-Uqra".  California law 

has changed since Gateway academy was chartered.  It no longer allows more than one 

campus to operate under a single charter, and to make oversight easier, lawmakers like 
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Mike Briggs and Sarah Reyes are now looking at further changes to limit charters to the 

school district where the school is in operation. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/08/01, LENGTH 2:43 SEC., LOCAL 

Life in America has changed for everyone since September 11
th

 and that includes Valley 

Muslims.  Action News anchor Juanita Stevenson introduced viewers to a local family 

facing the challenges of being Muslim in America.  Siami and her husband Sikander are 

from Pakistan.  They immigrated to the U.S. 10 years ago for better opportunities.  They 

are Muslims, practicing the Islam religion, and like all Muslims, they start their day and 

end their day with prayer, thanking Allah five times a day.  This Saturday the Masjid 

Mosque across from Fresno State will hold an open house from 4 to 8 p.m. to foster 

understanding. 

 

 NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/13/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

Valley residents can now show their patriotism on their postage.  The new "United We 

Stand" stamp went on sale today at the downtown Fresno Post Office. The special stamp 

recognizes the renewed patriotic spirit in America following the recent terrorist attacks 

and the war in Afghanistan.  The stamp is printed in several formats. 

 

NEWSCAST: MIDDAY, 11/14/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The Red Cross is hoping to win back the trust of many who were worried about where 

their donations were going.  The Red Cross announced 100 percent of the money donated 

to its Liberty Fund would go to the victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks.  534 

million dollars has been donated to the fund so far.  The group's original plan was to set 

aside some of the money to use in case of additional terrorist strikes.  But that upset many 

people because they expected their money to go directly to the people affected by the 

events of September 11.  The chairman of the Red Cross apologized and admitted the 

organization isn't perfect. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 11/15/01, LENGTH LOCAL 

Area hospitals had the chance to see how prepared they are for a major disaster like a 

terrorist attack.  These statewide emergency drills serve as very valuable training tools.  

Supervisors will go through the videotape to determine how they can improve their 

emergency response system.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/18/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

A Valley company with substantial business ties to New York City is building a 

memorial to the victims of the September 11th attacks.  Pelco Incorporated is putting the 

final touches on a monument at the company's headquarters in Clovis.  Pelco provided 

security cameras for the World Trade Center until September 11
th

 and still has cameras 

all over New York, including the Statue of Liberty and the Empire State Building.  The 

company president says he took the terrorist attacks personally. 

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/18/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A Valley security firm is remembering victims of the terrorist attacks.  Pelco 

Incorporated is putting the final touches on a monument at its headquarters in Clovis.  
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Pelco had provided security cameras for the World Trade Center when it still stood.  

More than 400 people have confirmed their attendance at the December 8th ceremony.  

 

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 11/20/01, LENGTH 3:04 MIN., LOCAL 

Since September 11th, the government has worked to increase security across the 

country.  Here in the Valley, farmers are now playing an important role in the war on 

terror.  Action News Consumer Reporter Craig Fiegener shows us how those concerns 

are changing Valley agribusiness.  The ag industry in Central California is a critical 

lifeline to the entire country.  But is it a vulnerable terrorist target?  That's a question 

being asked by farmers and agriculture leaders. 

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 11/28/01, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

A debate over student visas erupted when the nation learned one of the September 11th 

hijackers got into the U.S. with a fake student visa.  There are 75,000 international 

students on California’s college campuses.  Many agree the system for student visas 

needs to be fixed, but say not every international student should be treated like a potential 

terrorist.  Lawmakers and educators agree a centralized database with the INS is at the 

top of the list of solutions. 

  

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/04/01, LENGTH 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The State building in downtown Fresno seems an unlikely place for people to be 

spending their evenings, during this busy time of year.  But that's where Fresno held its 

second roundtable on terrorism.  Terrorism has become a reality.  That's the message of 

this so-called "Safe at Home" meeting held last night.  People were here to learn about all 

kinds of dangers.  But for the most part, it's the threats that come from right here at home, 

resulting in guard patrols and stepped up security. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE & DEDICATION CEREMONY: 12/08/01, 1:00PM, 

 LENGTH 2 HOURS,  LOCAL 

A memorial service for the victims of the September 11
th

 tragedies.  The program 

included inspiring musical performances by New York City Fire Department Drum and 

Fife Corp.  Honored guests included contingents of New York City Firefighters and 

NYPD Officers, in addition to the victims' families from United Flight 93 and the 

Pentagon.  

 

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 12/10/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Now is the time Mexican immigrants by the hundreds of thousands head home for the 

holidays.  But many won’t be making the trip.  Since the September 11th terrorist attacks, 

US Border Control efforts have been stepped up.  

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/14/01, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 

As a parent, it can be difficult trying to explain some of life's challenges to your children.  

A lot of us had that problem after the September 11th terrorist attacks.  This Sunday we 

will air a Children First special, "The Future After September 11th".  We sat down with a 

group of parents and a panel of professionals to sort through some very tough issues.  
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We've seen our children respond to the terrorist attacks in some very positive ways.  

Many did projects to help raise money for the victims and their families. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/16/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Despite the blood donations made following the September 11th terrorist attacks, there is 

a shortage of blood.  To help spur donations over the Christmas season, the Noble Tree 

Farm in north Fresno gave blood donors a discount on a tree, or a free Christmas wreath 

if they donated a pint of blood to the Central California Blood Center, and about 75 pints 

of blood were donated. 

 

NEWSCAST: 6PM, 12/16/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The anti-terrorist camera system used at Fresno-Yosemite International Airport could 

soon be in airports across the country.  The camera, designed by Pelco, has been in use at 

the Fresno Air Terminal for about two months.  It's also being used at an airport in 

Iceland.  Now it's being looked at in Boston, Dallas and Tampa.  The face scanner 

compares facial features to a database of a million faces looking for terrorists.    

  

NEWSCAST: AM LIVE, 12/17/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

A speech to graduates at California State University, Sacramento drew a mixture of boos 

and cheers.  Janis Heaphy, who is the president and publisher of the Sacramento Bee 

newspaper, gave the commencement address.  But she was drowned out by hecklers 

when she mentioned possible threats to civil liberties by the government's investigation 

of the terrorist attacks.  Meanwhile, the university will post the commencement speech on 

their web site so people can read what they couldn't hear. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 11:30AM, 10/14/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce - We were joined by Greg Williams.  Greg is the 

president-elect of the Central California Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and was here to 

talk about the annual Central Valley Hispanic Business Conference called “Latinos!  The 

Future is in Your Hands". 

 

ESTYLO TELEVISION, 12:00PM, 11/11/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATED 

From the pages of the award winning Estylo Magazine comes this very hot new 

television special featuring the best in Latin culture, covering major events and the latest 

entertainment news in film, television, music, and fashion. 

 

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/12/01, LENGTH 1:32 SEC., LOCAL 

Death is welcome at Arte Americas.  A Day of the Dead art exhibit is giving the 

community a different take on dying, and it is bringing people of all ages to Arte 

Americas.  They're learning how the Mexican culture views death through a series of art 

displays.  The tradition stems from the Aztecs, who saw death as the continuation. 
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NEWSCAST: 5PM, 11/15/01, LENGTH 1:51 MIN., LOCAL 

Shoppers at Manchester Center were treated to a colorful display of another culture.  This 

is National American Indian heritage month.  In honor of the event, Cal-Trans hosted a 

celebration featuring Native American music and dancing at Manchester Center today.  

Indian tacos and crafts were on sale, and some of proceeds will benefit an American 

Indian nonprofit group that fosters traditional spiritual gatherings.  

   

NEWSCAST: 5PM, 12/26/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The fairgrounds are packed with Hmong who are here to mark their New Year.  It's a 

time for friends and families to come together and share in cultural traditions. 

  

NEWSCAST: 11PM, 12/30/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The Hmong New Year celebration took a different turn tonight.  Instead of a Southeast 

Asian event, it featured Native American culture.  The Red Road Pow-Wow featured 

traditional dancers from tribes throughout the region.  The event was billed as a 

celebration of honor and family unity. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 10/05/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Since the terrorist attacks on America, people of Islamic faith have received a lot of 

media attention.  On today's Oprah, we ask the question "What is Islam?" and explore 

aspects of Islamic religion, from its history to the present. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 10/11/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

A month ago, many of us had never heard of the Taliban.  In Afghanistan, the Taliban is 

law.  There is no laughter, no television, and no music.  Women are not allowed to go to 

school or to work, and public executions are a part of their lives.  Oprah’s show talked 

with women who lived under Taliban rule but make it out alive.  We also heard from 

filmmakers who risked death to document life under the Taliban. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 10/31/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

America is widely known as the land of opportunity, and millions of people have left 

their beloved homelands to come to this country in search of a better life for themselves 

and their families.  On this show, Oprah talked with refugees, immigrants, and “new” 

Americans who share their incredible stories of how and why they fled their native 

countries to follow their dreams to the United States. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 12/03/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah takes another look at some of the horrendous and unimaginable acts of violence 

that are committed against women in other countries every day.  We also heard from a 

suburban mom who became an unlikely rescuer of some young girls, who were forced 

into prostitution in Bombay.  One woman shared how the poverty-stricken children of 

Haiti helped her create miracles.  It was an eye-opening look at violence that is 

committed against women of the world, and how to help. 
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OPRAH, 4PM, 12/17/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah talked to some inspiring viewers who shared how they have rededicated 

themselves to strengthening their family connections, including a woman who says an 

incurable cancer diagnosis was the wake-up call that helped her decide to make the most 

of her time she has left by spending it with her family.  And a woman shared how getting 

laid off helped her reprioritize her family life and find real fulfillment as a parent. 

 

IYANLA, 12:30AM, 10/11/01, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Iyanla and expert Jackie Danforth examine what every parent needs to know to 

successfully navigate the teenage years and help their teen to be the best that she can be.  

Danforth, the daughter of “Iyanla” executive producer Barbara Walters, share the story of 

her own troubled youth and how it led her on a mission to help other teens.  

 

TALES FROM THE HEARTLAND, 5:30PM, 12/25/01, LENGTH :30 MIN., 

SYNDICATED 

This program is a compilation of reporter Wayne Freedman’s recent eight-part series in 

which he introduces us to many people along his coast-to-coast train journey as he travels 

to Ground Zero. 
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PSA LIST FOR FOURTH QUARTER 2001 

 

 

:30 P23 RED LIGHT RUNNERS 

:30 P25 RED LIGHT RUNNERS  

:30 P29 HISPANIC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 

:30 P12 HINDS HOSPICE: TRAGEDY HOSPICE CARE 

:30 P35 CENTRAL CA. BLOOD CENTER 

:30 P21 DRUG FREE 

:30 P24 DRUG FREE 

:30 P85 TREE FRESNO: BREEZE 

:30 P08 ABC30 / CLOVIS DRUG NO SMOKING 

:30 P09 TEEN PREGNANCY 

:30 P60 CHILDREN'S TV REPORT  

:30 P37 AD FEDERATION/ BIG BRO BIG SISTER  

:30  P53 RED CROSS (GRACE) 

:30 P84 LEUKEMIA/LYMPHOMA  

:30 P90 FIRE ANTS 

:30  P64 ABC30/FLU  SHOT 

:30 P74 LIVELY ARTS FOUNDATION 

:30 P09 TEEN PREGNANCY 

:30 P64 ABC30/NUTCRACKER BALLET 

:30 P71 CHRISTMAS AT THE MET 

:30 P61 TOYS FOR TOTS MARATHON (JUANITA) 

:30 P20 TOYS FOR TOTS MARATHON (ANGELO) 

:30 P42 YMCA: STRONG COMMUNITY 

:30 P69 LEUKEMIA/LYMPHOMA: CORN FIELD MAZE 

:30 P70 ABC30/HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

:30 P32 DOWNTOWN VISALIA TOURISM 

:30 P71 MARJOREE MASON CENTER: TOP TEN LUNCHEON 

:10 P05 DRUG/BROTHER 

:60 P28 COMPREHENSIVE ALCOHOL/TEEN DRINKING 

 


