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KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER 2001 

 

 

From July 1, 2001, through and including September 30, 2001, KFSN-TV presented 

regularly scheduled local news and produced 19-1/2 hours of local news programs a week, 

in addition to public affairs programs and syndicated programs.  KFSN also broadcast 

programs and public service announcements provided by the ABC Television Network.  

Attached is the ABC-TV network third quarter news and public affairs program information 

report. 

 

KFSN, through its programming, addressed the following issues of concern for 

communities that make up the six-county area served by ABC-30:  

 

1. CHILDREN FIRST 

2. TERRORIST ATTACK 

3. ENERGY CRISIS 

4. CRIME 

5. HEALTH 

6. EDUCATION 

7. VALLEY EMPLOYMENT 

8. CONSUMER WATCH 

9. PUBLIC SAFETY 

10.  VALLEY AGRICULTURE 

 

 

Programs, program segments and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided 

significant treatment to the issues are the following: 

 

 

CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First is in its fourth year of production.  This yearlong effort focuses on the 

challenges, problems and opportunities facing children living in Central California.  The 

program concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life 

and highlight local news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First 

includes local news-produced and/or network-produced half-hour programs, :30 

vignettes, public service announcements and special stories on Action News. 
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CHILDREN FIRST: KID HEROES  

07/28/01, 5:30pm-6:00pm, length :30 Min. Network 

08/19/01, 10:30-11:00am, length :30 Min., Network (repeat) 

09/23/01, 10:30-11:00am, length :30 Min., Network (repeat) 

“Kid Heroes” -- When you think of a hero, the first thing that generally comes to mind is 

an adult who’s done something outstanding.  But heroes come in all sizes and 

surprisingly many are just kids.  In this special, hosted by Deborah Roberts of ABC 

News, we’ll meet average American kids out to change the world. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: TEEN VOICES: 

9/09/01, 5:00pm- 5:30PM, Length :30 Min. Network 

9/23/01, 11:00-11:30AM   Length :30 Min., network (repeat) 

“Teen Voices” -- One of the most important bridges that we cross in our lives is the one 

that takes us from childhood to adulthood.  It’s not easy being a teen or a parent in 

today’s society.  In this Children First program, hosted by Lisa Ling of “The View”, we’ll 

listen to teens who are going head to head with the major issues that will shape their lives 

forever. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST:  SUCCESS WITHOUT COLLEGE:  CAREER EDUCATION 

7/29/01, 6:30- 7:00 PM  Length :30 Min. Local 

8/04/01, 5:00-5:30 PM   Length :30 min., Local (repeat) 

Action News anchors Juanita Stevenson and Cindy Suryan hosted this ABC-30’s 

Children First special.  This half-hour focused on the need of the 7 in 10 graduating high 

school seniors who will not be going on to a 4-year college.  They raised questions such 

as what jobs can they get without a college degree and what skills they would need for 

those jobs.  Also, what training is available and at what cost to them and their families?  

The Action News team explored these issues in stories designed to answer those 

questions valley-wide. 

 

  

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSA’S 

 

 

Gottschalks, Fresno County Office of Education and Valley Children’s Hospital 

partner to air these Children First PSA’s and Vignettes: 

 

Honored Scholars (17 spots in rotation) Length :30 Sec., Aired Aprx. 60 Spots. 

Honored Scholars presents Valedictorian students wearing graduating caps and gowns 

who are honored for their outstanding achievements. 

  

Partners/Website Length :30 Sec., Aired Aprx. 172 Spots 

Following Children First: Success Without College, this vignette sends viewers to our 

Website where they can find additional information about career training courses that are 

available as an alternative to a four year degree and still become successful. 
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Healthy Families/Medical Length :30 Sec., Aired Aprx. 70 Spots 

This Healthy Families PSA tells viewers where they can receive low cost and no cost 

health care for their families. 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 
 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 
Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 

 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national and 

international news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 
Monday through Friday, 11:30AM-12 noon, 30 min., Local 

 

Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  

Also included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 
Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, and 

consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX 
Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the Action 

News Person of the Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 
Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather; consumer reports are included. 
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VALLEY FOCUS 
Sunday, 10:30-11:00AM, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local 

affairs. 

 

AG USA 
Half-hour weekly syndicated magazine-format agribusiness program.  Broadcast most 

Saturdays and Sundays at 5:00am.  Last airdate was August 28, 2001. 

 

 

TERRORIST ATTACK 

 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/19/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

U.S. officials warned Americans living in or planning to visit the Middle East of possible 

terrorist attacks.  A communications intercept indicated that there could be an attack 

against Americans on the Arabian Peninsula.  There are seven countries on the peninsula, 

including Yemen.  That's where the navy destroyer U.S.S. Cole was attacked last 

October. 

The American military presence in the gulf region includes the Navy's 5th fleet, Air 

Force crews in Saudi Arabia, and Army training bases in Kuwait.  There was no 

information of specific targets, timing, or method of attack.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

The terrorist attack on America is having an impact on a variety of valley businesses and 

locations.  Valley K-Mart stores are not selling ammunition at this time.  All stores in 

Sierra Vista, Visalia and Fashion Fair malls are closed, as are all Starbucks nationwide. 

The Tulare County fair is closed, and officials cancelled the She-Daisy concert.  The U.S. 

Postal Service has increased security; which will delay mail to and from the east coast 

two business days. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 1:08 MIN., LOCAL 

America is in shock with the images of today's terrorist attack not likely ever to be 

forgotten.  The shock was shared by Fresno resident and retired general, Ed Munger.  

Like everyone, he is angry, but urges us not to rush to judgment about who may have 

done this until we're able to do some investigation throughout intelligence and our 

community as to who might be responsible for it.  In that regard, we need to be very 

careful not to jump to conclusions. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/11/01,LENGTH 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The Internal Revenue Service in southeast Fresno has also shut down operations.  IRS 

employees who trickled into work were told to turn around and return home.  The 

evacuation is a precautionary measure for workers.  A steady stream of cars left the 

parking lot.  Most people stayed calm, but some were anxious to leave the building. 
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NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 1:32 MIN., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 1:32 MIN., LOCAL 

Though the attacks are 3,000 miles away, they're being taken very seriously.  City, state 

and federal offices are doing everything in their power to ensure the safety of their 

employees.  As people showed up for work at the federal building this morning, they 

were told to go home.  Police were posted nearby in an effort to help the Marshal's 

Service protect the building from any threat.  As a security force, they will stay and 

monitor the place throughout the night.  Officers were deployed to many government 

offices, and 85 officers in all were on duty.  The Court of Appeals and the State building 

also were shut down along with the County Courthouse.  It's the first time that building 

has ever been closed due to terrorist activity.  From the police's perspective, they have not 

received any information that leads them to believe that Fresno, or even the west coast, 

would be the target of any of those attacks. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Imagine sitting on an airplane on the runway, or being in the air, when the pilot 

announces that a shocking act of terrorism is halting your travel plans.  It happened to 

people all across the country and here in Fresno today.  The news came suddenly, and 

quickly grounded every single flight scheduled to leave and arrive here after six this 

morning.  People were taken right off the airplane.  They were told there had been a 

terrorist attack.  Nearly 150 Las Vegas-based passengers found themselves grounded in 

Fresno.  Later, some were bussed back to Las Vegas, and others are spending the night 

here, hoping for a flight tomorrow. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

The terrorist attack is also having an impact on businesses and other valley locations.   

Valley K-Mart stores are not selling ammunition at this time.  All stores in Sierra Vista, 

Visalia and Fashion Fair malls, except for the large anchor stores are closed.  All 

Starbucks nationwide are closed.  The Tulare County Fair is closed, and tonight's She-

Daisy concert is cancelled.  Also, due to increased security at the U.S. Postal Service, 

mail to and from the east coast will be delayed two business days. 

     

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 2:02 MIN., LOCAL 

For a lot of parents, it was tough to send their kids off to school after seeing the 

horrifying pictures on TV.  But local teachers and college professors made sure to talk 

about the events.  Coverage of the terrorist attack was on every TV and in the student 

union building.  Casey Phillips says she learned of the attack on the TV sets during her 

high school classes at the Cart school in Clovis.  Most kids at Baird Middle School knew 

what happened by the time they got to school.  They were very aware when they arrived 

at school this morning and as children told stories back and forth to each other, that made 

it even more horrific. 
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NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH 1:42 MIN., LOCAL  

Many flags around town are at half-staff.  It's a symbol of what people in the valley are 

feeling.  Most are in a daze over the terrorist attack.  Everyone we heard from couldn't 

talk about what has happened without their eyes welling up with tears.  Everyone is 

coming together after the shock of seeing what's happened today.  Local blood collection 

centers were mobbed until late tonight, with people waiting over 5 hours to give blood 

and not complaining about it.  Some said it's a feeling of helplessness, figuring the least 

they can do is give blood. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 09/12/01, LENGTH :58 SEC., LOCAL 

Many area churches are holding special prayer services to pray for our country, the 

victims, and those who have lost loved ones as a result of the terrorist attacks.  The 

largest prayer service may be the one scheduled for noon today at Peoples Church at 

Herndon and Cedar.  Other churches are also planning to have special prayer services 

today.  Local schools are continuing with classes as scheduled today, but evening 

activities at the Fresno and Clovis Unified Schools have been cancelled.  All classes at 

Fresno State have been cancelled. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 09/12/01, LENGTH :37 SEC., LOCAL 

The tragedy has put the nation on high alert.  The FAA had ordered all airports to ground 

all flights.  That means no planes are being allowed to fly out of any airports in the 

country.  American Airlines reports two of its airplanes headed to California were lost in 

the World Trade attack.  Fresno's Yosemite International airport is also closed.  

Surrounding streets, including McKinley Avenue between Peach and Clovis Avenues, are 

closed to all but military traffic associated with the Air National Guard base at the airport.   

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/12/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

As our government looks for someone to blame for yesterday’s terrorist acts, so do some 

Americans.  Those who wear turbans, or look "Arabic" fear they may be targets.  

Members of the Sikh community want their neighbors to know they are not Middle 

Eastern terrorists.  Valley Muslims want us to know that even if the terrorist act was 

performed by Muslims, it was not their religion that led to their actions, saying that the 

religion of Islam teaches peace and harmony.  They say to kill any human being, is like 

killing all of humanity.  So instead of labeling it to a religion or a country, we should 

really go after the culprits and the people who are protecting them. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 09/12/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

California's military bases are on highest alert in the wake of east coast terrorist attacks.  

That includes the valley's major military installation, NAS Lemoore.  Everyone entering 

the Lemoore Naval Air station has been subject to an intense search.  It is the highest 

state of alert in a decade, since 1991.  The U.S. Pacific fleet deployed 15 warships in the 

eastern Pacific ocean.  Military aircraft was dispatched to patrol the skies over North 

America.  The coast guard was searching all vessels entering the ports of San Diego, 

Long Beach and Los Angeles. 
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NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 09/13/01, LENGTH 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The attacks continue to impact events and lives right here in the Central Valley. 

There have been a number of developments throughout the night and into the morning.  

Rescue teams pulled five firefighters from deep beneath the rubble of the World Trade 

Centers.  Transportation secretary Norman Mineta reopened American air space, 

allowing commercial flights to return to regular operations. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/13/01, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

A Lemoore native is among those listed as missing in the wake of the terrorist attack at 

the Pentagon.  Aside from his family, nothing made Otis Tolbert happier than serving the 

U.S. Navy.  Otis Tolbert worked in the intelligence department at the Pentagon.  The 

thought of Tolbert being injured here was unthinkable, especially to his family.  

Government officials say there were no survivors.  Otis Tolbert was 38 years old.  He is 

also survived by his brothers Chris and Dan, who still live in the valley.  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 09/14/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Boaters are being urged to stay on dry land after this week's terrorist attack.  Members of 

the U.S. Coast Guard have already restricted the waters off San Diego.  Every vessel 

entering the port is being thoroughly examined, causing delays for commercial and 

recreational boaters.  Boaters planning to make short trips are being encouraged to delay 

their voyage.  Boaters that are released are being asked to be wary of any suspicious 

looking vessels at sea, and to report any strange activity to the Coast Guard. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/14/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Since Tuesday's terrorist attacks,  some people of middle Eastern origin have been the 

target of hate crimes or intimidation, including several incidents reported in the valley. 

The Fresno City Human Relations commission held a news conference to call for 

tolerance.  Commission chair Gail Gaston urged valley residents not to take out their 

frustrations on their neighbors, or let this tragedy destroy our sense of community.  Local 

Sikh leaders also spoke out, condemning the attack. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/14/01, LENGTH 1:28 MIN., LOCAL 

As the country waits for what comes next, local reservists did not hesitate to act by 

answering the call of duty.  They have not yet been given their orders.  They could be 

sent to help in rescue and cleanup efforts at the attack sites.  It is more likely that the 

F16's based here will be used to patrol the skies around the western U.S. in search of 

more terrorist activity.  Security has been tightened due to the stepped up military effort; 

in fact, cameras were not allowed anywhere near the National Air Guard base today like 

they were earlier this week. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/15/01, LENGTH :33 SEC, LOCAL 

In the wake of the attack on America, the sports world has taken a back seat, and not 

many people seem to mind.  There was supposed to be an opportunity for the Fresno 

State football team to continue their great season.  In the aftermath of Tuesday's terrorist 

attacks, Bulldog Stadium is empty and the rest of the sports world has been shut down, 

decision many valley residents agree with.  
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/17/01, LENGTH 2:07 MIN., LOCAL 

At Yosemite International Airport, most of the jets are back in the air.  For the most part, 

planes are on schedule; the problem for the airline industry is passengers and not enough 

traveling by air.  Normally, planes would be functioning almost full.  Passengers are slow 

to return; unfortunately, they're not calling to cancel, so they may show in their computer 

system the flight is full.  Then when they board the aircraft, they find that it's half full.  At 

Fresno's Amtrak station, employees say last week was busy but today passenger load was 

back to normal.   

.. 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/15/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

About 20 local groups marched in Fresno today in an anti-war rally.  They say retaliation 

by the United States is not the way to deal with terrorism.  What was billed as a unity 

march turned out to be a cry against likely military action for this week's terrorist attacks.  

Some who showed up decided to leave.  The more than 300 demonstrators ended up at 

the Fresno Temple Mosque.  They spoke against the backlash some Arab Americans have 

experienced since Tuesday.  Many were born in war-torn countries and as American 

citizens are deeply hurt by the scenes in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania 

  

OPRAH:  AMERICA UNDER ATTACK, WHERE DO WE STAND, 09/17/01, 

LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

The unspeakable tragedy has shaken us to the core.  Oprah asked the question of how will 

our lives change.  What are we willing to give up in order to be safe?  What should the 

United States do in response to the Attack?  Oprah talks with America. 

 

OPRAH:  HOW TO TALK TO CHILDREN ABOUT AMERICA UNDER 

ATTACK, 09/18/01, LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

The tragic events of September 11
th

 have affected the entire nation.  We have all been 

profoundly changed, including our children.  How do we explain this horror to our kids 

when we still struggle to cope ourselves.  Oprah asked experts for advice on how to talk 

to our children about America under attack. 

 

OPRAH: DR. PHIL HELPS GRIEVING AMERICANS, 09/19/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

It’s been just over one week since the horrific terrorist attack on America.  Dr. Phil 

McGraw joined Oprah to share his insights on how to cope with the pain and grief we 

feel as a result of the events of September 11, 2001. 

 

OPRAH: TRIBUTE TO LOVED ONES LOST, 09/20/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

This show remembered the lives lost in Tuesday's devastating attack on America.  We 

honored the heroes who died trying to save others, and we were grateful to those whose 

lives were spared.  
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IYANLA:  AMERICA IN THE MEANTIME, 09/17/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

Iyanla looks at the faces behind our recent national tragedy, and examines the ways to 

cope with grief and loss, begin the healing process and talk to your children about 

traumatic events. 

 

IYANLA:  AMERICA IN THE MEANTIME, 09/18/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

Experts joined Iyanla to look at where we go from here, how individuals as well as the 

country as a whole will move beyond these tragic days and deal with life from this point 

on. 

 

OPRAH:  DR. PHIL HELPS GRIEVING AMERICANS, 09/25/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

Since the terrorist attacks on America, we have heard from thousands of viewers who are 

having difficulty coping with profound sadness, fear and anger.  Dr. Phil joined Oprah to 

continue to help people make sense of what they are feeling during this difficult time. 

  

 

ENERGY CRISIS 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/01/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

More power is headed to California.  Governor Davis flipped the switch on a new power 

plant in Yuba City.  Calpine's energy center will provide 540 megawatts to the state's 

power grid.  Meanwhile, there were no power alerts this morning and reserves are above 

7 percent.  Conservation seems to be working.  New state figures show we used about 12 

percent less electricity in June compared to a year ago.  The savings is equal to the output 

of seven large power plants, or enough electricity to power nearly three million homes.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/02/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Fee hikes took effect yesterday, a result of the new city budget.  It's tighter this year, 

because of higher energy rates.  Admission to the zoo is also going up, and a ride on a 

"fax" bus will now cost you a dollar instead of 75 cents.  Senior and handicapped rates 

are also up from 35 to 50 cents.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/02/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

California's newest power plant is now online.  Calpine's Sutter Energy Center is the 

biggest natural gas power plant built since 1976.  It will provide 540 megawatts of power 

to the state's energy grid.  That's enough to serve half a million homes.  It's the second 

plant to open in a week.  Governor Davis says there are more to come. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

California is under a stage two power alert right now.  It means energy reserves have 

dipped below five percent, and everyone is urged to conserve.  Despite the heat, state 

regulators have backed off of an earlier warning that rolling blackouts are possible.  But 
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because of an apparent equipment failure, hundreds of Fresno residents near the 

intersection of Shaw and Marks lost power for several hours today. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

State officials are accusing power generators of withholding electricity to avoid new price 

caps.  A spokesman for the Department of Water Resources says generators withheld 

power, because of uncertainty over price caps enacted last month by federal regulators. 

California's grid operator denies the charges.  Conservation efforts are paying off.  A 

spokesperson for the ISO says Californians are conserving enough energy every day to 

power up to three million homes. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/05/01, LENGTH:34 SEC., LOCAL 

In our power-watch report, no power warnings today as reserves stayed above seven 

percent.  But one energy company is really feeling the heat right now, after two more 

people came forward to blow the whistle.  The two men are former workers for Duke 

Energy.  They're joining three others who came forward last month claiming Duke told 

them to destroy spare parts and keep generating units off line.  The men are witnesses in 

the lieutenant governor's class action lawsuit against out of state power generators.  One 

of the men says when San Diego was in the middle of rolling blackouts, one of Duke's 

four power units was off line. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/06/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

You could be compensated for injuries or damage as a result of a rolling blackout if a bill 

in the Assembly becomes law.  The state legislation would hold power generators 

responsible for any Californian who may be injured during forced outages.  

Assemblywoman Sarah Reyes said generators have manipulated the energy market and 

need to be held liable.  She says it's a matter of public safety. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/09/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

No power warnings tonight, reserves are in good shape and there's a new addition that's 

helping.  The largest licensed power plant went on line in Pittsburgh, in the Bay Area.  

Governor Davis was on hand for the opening of Calpine's Los Medanos Energy Center.  

It will provide 559 megawatts of power to the state's energy grid.  It's the third power 

plant to go on line in the past month. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/14/01, LENGTH 26 SEC., LOCAL 

One state lawmaker believes no one is too young to help out in California's energy crisis. 

That's why Assemblymember Sarah Reyes was in Fresno today to give these kids a 

lesson in conservation.  They learned easy ways to help their families use less energy and 

how to be prepared in case of a blackout.  The presentation is part of Reyes' "stay cool in 

school" conservation campaign.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/16/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL  

Governor Gray Davis helped celebrate as the fourth new power plant in a month went on 

line.  The Larkspur Energy Facility near San Diego is the first peak-use power plant 
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licensed under the governor's emergency process.  The State Energy Commission has 

been given authority to fast track these plants which fire up during peak demand periods. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/19/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

We’ve heard the predictions that we'd have 30 days of blackouts this summer and now 

the problem is an energy surplus.  Unusually cool temperatures and effective 

conservation mean our state has more power than it can use, and the state is selling it at a 

huge loss.  Consumer groups worry the state paid too much for long term power contracts 

and is now paying the price. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/20/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Gray Davis is fighting back against a television ad attacking his handling of the 

energy crisis.  Attorneys for Governor Davis filed suit today against the group that paid 

for the commercial.  The lawsuit calls for the American taxpayer alliance to disclose who 

funded the advertisements, saying Californians deserve to know.  A hearing on the issue 

is scheduled for next month. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/23/01, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham today announced a plan to bring 1500 

megawatts  of electricity from southern to central and northern California.  That's enough 

electrical juice to power a million and a half homes.  That extra power will come via path 

15, which funnels electricity from south to north using substations along the way in Los 

Banos and Bakersfield.  The problem is that during peak capacity, path 15 gets 

bottlenecked, and instead of managing 4000 megawatts, drops off to just 900, causing 

those dreaded blackouts.  U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham, in Los Angeles, 

announced the long-awaited 300-million dollar project to beef up path 15's capacity. 

Federal officials are expected to announce who will get the contract for this huge project 

sometime next month. 

  

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/23/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

The state agency that buys electricity for millions of Californians says it doesn't think it 

will need to hike electric rates any higher to cover power and administrative costs.  In 

fact, the governor's energy and financial advisers say prices could be on the decline for 

the next two years.  They say the two rate increases made this year should be plenty to 

pay for all the state's energy needs. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/22/01, LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Anyone having opened their PG&E bill has probably been thinking of ways to make sure 

lower numbers return to the amount due column.  We’ll give some tips that could help 

keep PG&E from taking so much money from your pocket.  If you have central air, the 

attic is the first place to look for savings, along with any place else you have exposed 

ductwork.  Check for any leaks and openings.  Also check to make sure the ducts are well 

insulated.  All together that can cut your cooling costs by as much as 40%.  Also, 

consider raising your thermostat setting.  Every degree the temperature is raised can 

shave your cooling bills by another 3 percent. 
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 NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/03/01, LENGTH 1:10 MIN., LOCAL 

Ways to keep your power bill under control is a popular topic with temperatures heading 

up again.  We took a look at an often overlooked power hog, your washing machine.  The 

main key to energy use in the laundry room is your washer's spin cycle.  Consumer 

Reports recommends Kenmore model number 4104 from Sears.  It's fairly pricey at $700 

but in less than 5 years, your energy savings will offset the extra cost.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/31/01, LENGTH :27 MIN., LOCAL  

Calling it their most important vote of the year, Fresno's City Council cleared the way for 

a massive new power plant today.  The City Council approved selling water from the 

wastewater treatment plant to Calpine Energy.  The company hopes to build a 1000 

megawatt power plant near the town of San Joaquin.  They'll also build a pipeline to carry 

the water from Fresno. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/02/01, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Conservation efforts are paying off for millions of Californians.  Ratepayers who used 20 

percent less energy than a year ago are getting 20 percent rebates.  Statewide, 27 percent 

of PG&E customers would be getting a rebate for June  totaling just fewer than 27 

million dollars.  Twenty-eight percent of Southern California Edison customers will get 

rebates for a total of nearly 26 million dollars.  Conservation, coupled with cooler 

weather, are credited with keeping the power flowing with no rolling blackouts so far this 

summer.  

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/16/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

An update on a possible state takeover of Sierra land currently owned by Southern 

California Edison -- As we first reported last week, a proposal at the State Capitol would 

bail out the struggling energy company, but the state would take control of Shaver Lake 

and other Sierra property.  People who live there worry this would eventually mean 

restrictions on who can use the lake.  But the plan now appears stalled in the assembly 

and key lawmakers say it is unlikely a vote will be taken before the legislature adjourns 

next month.  Fresno County supervisors voted to sue the state in an effort to stop the land 

transfer. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/17/01, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

The land surrounding Shaver Lake can be seen for miles.  People come to this area to do 

nothing more than relax.  But some believe the future of these rolling hills and calming 

waters could be in jeopardy.  People gathered today to protest a possible state takeover.  

Shaver Lake is owned by Southern California Edison, but because of the energy crisis, 

Edison has asked the state for financial help.  A buyout is the state's solution.  

Assemblyman Mike Briggs of Clovis, and Fresno County Supervisor Bob Waterston, 

oppose the bill.  Turning this land over to the state would eliminate about 400 jobs in 

Fresno County and probably would cost about 10 to 15 million dollars a year in revenues 

that are generated in the county of Fresno. 
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NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/24/01, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno State's efforts to conserve energy have paid off.  University officials say they cut 

the school's electricity use by 25 percent.  That's enough to provide power for 800 to 

1000 homes for a month.  Much of the savings was the result of changing summer hours, 

and replacing half of the light bulbs with fluorescent lamps 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/31/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Critics blast a proposed energy plan, calling it discriminatory and unfair.  If passed, 

PG&E customers would be forced to pay higher rates than Southern California Edison 

customers in an effort to bail that company out of financial trouble.  Under the Public 

Utilities Commission's plan, PG&E customers would pay 40-55 percent more than 

Edison customers over the next ten years.  Other customers also ask why they should 

have to pay for Edison's power problems. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/01/01, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

A new plant is ready and waiting to produce power near Hanford.  G.W.F. Power 

Company's 100 megawatt Peaker plant went on line late yesterday one day ahead of 

schedule.  The plant was built in just three months, to take advantage of the state's energy 

crisis.  The utility will only operate in times of peak energy demand. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 09/02/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

California Governor Gray Davis says the statewide conservation effort continues to 

exceed expectations.  So far, 4.3 million Californians have benefited from the "20-20 

program" where customers get a 20-percent rebate on their bills if they reduce their 

energy consumption by 20-percent compared to last year.  The program is in effect for 

the months of June through September. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/04/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Public outrage apparently has forced a delay in state plans to impose a new energy 

surcharge in central and northern California.  The Public Utilities Commission planned to 

vote on the surcharge.  The commissioners postponed the issue without setting a new 

date.  The PUC wants to force PG&E customers to pay five hundred million dollars in 

bills racked up by southern California Edison.  It's all part of the state's efforts to keep 

Edison out of bankruptcy.  The Fresno City Council filed a formal protest over the 

surcharge.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/05/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

A brand new power plant in Hanford is producing enough energy tonight for about 

90,000 homes.  The so-called Peaker plant went on- line in record time.  It produces up to 

90 megawatts when power demand is at its peak.  HGE jet engines, like those on a 747, 

run the plant's generators that produce electricity.  This is one of several power plants 

being built in the valley this summer. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/10/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The state of California could make a decision this week that will affect your pocketbook 

for years to come.  The Public Utilities Commission is considering a plan to pass on a 
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huge share of the costs of the state energy crisis to the residents of central and northern 

California.  

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/06/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

ABC News has learned that police want the cell phone records of valley Congressman 

Gary Condit.  They're trying to learn more about his contact with Chandra Levy.  A 

relative of the missing woman is now speaking out by saying Condit and Levy were 

much more than "good friends".  Action News reporter Kevin Quinn had the latest.  In an 

interview with ABC News, Chandra Levy's aunt claims that the missing intern told her of 

a secret relationship that began soon after her arrival in Washington.  Linda Zamsky says 

that Levy later admitted that she was having an affair with Representative Gary Condit, 

and that Condit gave her a gold bracelet, possibly, she says, the one seen in a home video.  

Zamsky also claims that Levy spoke of one day getting married to the mysterious 

boyfriend, and having children.  Representative Condit has yet to speak publicly about 

Chandra Levy.  His attorney, Abbe Lowell, says that speculation about a relationship 

involving the two accomplishes nothing.  Washington police say there is no evidence of 

any crime in the disappearance of Levy, and Mr. Condit is not a suspect. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/10/01, LENGTH :37 SEC., LOCAL 

A south valley man already in jail accused of a gruesome crime, is in trouble again.  Todd 

Givens pleaded not guilty today on charges of resisting arrest and causing more than four 

hundred dollars worth of damage to the Tulare County jail.  Givens has already been in 

trouble inside the jail for making weapons.  He and his wife Lacey made headlines in 

April after they were arrested on charges of murdering a south valley brother and sister 

and setting their car on fire.  Their attorney says they acted in self-defense. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/10/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

Sandra Kerby is simply considered missing.  Police say they are not technically dealing 

with a crime.  They are dealing with a person who's missing.  Therefore, there are a lot of 

questions:  Is she missing voluntarily, was she kidnapped, did somebody kill her, or did 

she go kill herself?  Police say Sandra Kerby's husband Frank has not been cooperative in 

their investigation.  There are no suspects in the case because there is no evidence a crime 

has been committed.  The Sund Carrington Foundation will announce a $10,000 donation 

to the Sandra Kerby reward fund, bringing the total amount of money being offered for 

information in the case to 20 thousand dollars.   

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/10/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL. 

A disturbing crime has been committed in Fresno County.  Deputies are investigating 

major vandalism to one of the valley's oldest cemeteries.  Tombstones of Fresno County's 

founding fathers are among those destroyed.  The Academy Cemetery is located east of 

Clovis in the hills off Highway 168 at Mendocino. 
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NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/11/01, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/11/01, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

A new development has come about overnight in Chandra Levy's disappearance.  A day 

after Congressman Condit promised to cooperate fully with the investigation, police took 

him up on it and searched his apartment for clues.  Police entered Congressman Condit's 

Washington apartment shortly before midnight.  They wouldn't say what, if anything, 

they expected to find.  Condit's attorney says the congressman will also give investigators 

a DNA sample and would consider taking a lie detector test.  Meanwhile, federal 

prosecutors intend to question a flight attendant, who says she also had an affair with 

Condit.  Anne Marie Smith claims the congressman asked her to sign an affidavit 

'denying' their relationship.  Condit says he never asked her to commit perjury. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/12/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

A Tulare man faces a felony charge for dumping two month-old puppies into a harvester 

shredder and killing them.  Authorities are trying to make sense of the inhumane act.  A  

black lab and her two month old pup are all that's left of a family of six.  An anonymous 

tip led to the discovery of four dead puppies.  Investigators say the dogs were thrown 

inside a harvester shredder while it was running and were killed.  Brandon Ferguson is 

accused of committing this crime while he was working at the commercial harvesting 

shop in Tulare.  Investigators are still trying to determine the motive.  The surviving 

mother and pup are in need of a good home.  Authorities say animal cruelty is a serious 

crime.  Ferguson could face felony charges and could get up to three years in state prison 

if convicted.  He posted $10,000 bail and is back at work. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/18/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's next Police Chief has been named.  City manager Dan Hobbs announced that 

deputy Chief Jerry Dyer will head the department.  Dyer has been on the force for more 

than twenty years.  He was the only candidate to be considered for the Chief's job.  Dyer 

says his focus will be on continuing past success against crime in Fresno. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/18/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A Porterville man is in jail, charged with molesting two young girls.  Forty-one-year-old 

Salvador Lopez is accused of molesting the girls, ages 12 and 8, over the past two years.  

Tulare detectives say the crimes occurred while Lopez lived with the girls' mother in 

Porterville.  Lopez faces a long list of sex crime charges.  His bail is set at $740,000 

dollars. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/19/01, LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno police are looking for suspects in a fatal shooting last Saturday in southwest 

Fresno.  The crime has triggered community leaders in the area to make a plea to all 

Fresno residents: it's time to take action.  Jonathan Walker has lived in west Fresno for 56 

years.  He likes living here and would like it even more if it weren't for the crime.  

Walker has gotten used to hearing about shootings, but still feels frustrated, and he's not 

alone.  These southwest community leaders want last Saturday's fatal shooting of a father 

of six to serve as a reminder that neighbors need to get involved. 
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NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/21/01, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

The Fresno Police Department threw itself a first class birthday party downtown.  The 

department is one hundred years old.  The public took a walk down memory lane through 

the history of the department, but also had the chance to see all the latest equipment used 

to fight crime.  Officers from all the various units were also on hand to meet and talk with 

people.  It's a first ever party like this.  But 100 years is definitely a milestone.  Veterans 

of the force, like Maurice Regan, say the department has changed incredibly since he 

started in 1960 and even more since he retired in 1985.  He says seeing the displays and 

all the blue makes him very proud. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/25/01, LENGTH 2:24 MIN., LOCAL 

More and more, police are learning to speak two languages in order to provide better 

service in a city where change doesn't come easy.  Now the city is symbolic of a new 

challenge for the deep south, a record number of Latinos, moving here to work on farms 

and in factories.  This is an incredible shift in the need for bilingual officers needed. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/02/01, LENGTH :15 SEC. ,LOCAL 

Police say a tip in the Chandra Levy case is routine and they want to find out how 

credible it is.  The anonymous tip to an internet crime tip site claimed Chandra was 

buried beneath a parking lot near Virginia's Fort Lee.  The F.B.I. said it has no plans at 

present to search the lot. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/07/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL  

Fresno police say a hunch paid off in a shooting case.  Officers arrested two brothers, 

ages 15 and 16, for shooting a downtown security guard last Sunday.  Grady Grant 

surprised two young men trying to break into a truck.  Police say one suspect shot Grant 

in the shoulder.  Information from a previous burglary in the same parking garage 

matched the suspects' vehicle, and it led officers to their home where they found a gun  

believed used in the shooting.  Solving the crime quickly especially pleased Chief Jerry 

Dyer. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/07/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Neighborhood safety and improved community relations was the goal during "National 

Night Out".  Fresno police chief Jerry Dyer took part in the activities.  It is part of the 

summer block parties organized by the southwest policing district.  The idea is to provide 

a fun setting for citizens to connect with the people sworn to protect and serve them.  As 

part of National Night Out, viewers were encouraged to turn on porch lights to send a 

message to criminals that they and their neighbors are ready to "take a bite out of crime".  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/12/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

For the first time in nearly 30 years, America's prison population has decreased.  A 

Justice Department study released today found 6200 fewer state prisoners than last year.  

Experts won't agree on why the prison population is declining.  Some believe judges are 

getting tired of repeatedly sending drug offenders to prison, and are looking for 

alternatives.  Another points to changes in parole rules that make repeat offenders less 
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likely.  Also, the national crime rate is falling.  The government reports that violent 

crimes in the U.S. fell by a record fifteen percent last year. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/13/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Deputies specializing in agriculture crimes say a few trees in an orchard being stripped 

happens all the time, but an entire field being picked clean is almost unheard of.  They 

had never seen anything like this, where someone came in and stripped a crop.  Deputies 

say ag crooks rip off more than a million dollars every year from Tulare County farms.  

They believe this crime was carefully planned with forklifts, trucks and a team of pickers.  

They cleaned out 4600 trees, which is about 2400 boxes of fruit.  They say fruit is an easy 

target because it can be turned into cash on any street corner, but this isn't the typical 

theft.  Deputies believe the crime took place late in the evening.  The grower is offering a 

$5,000 dollar reward in this case. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/15/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The Visalia man who now admits shoving four puppies into a farm shredder won't be 

tried for the crime.  Today Brandon Ferguson cut a deal with prosecutors.  The vet clinic 

has received almost $1,000 in donations since the public learned it was caring for the 

puppies.  That money will be used to help provide homes for other abandoned animals. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/20/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

Sacramento police are looking for a man they say went on a killing rampage and 

kidnapped his three- year old son.  They believe Nikolay Soltys first stabbed his wife to 

death.  Then they say he went to another home in Rancho Cordova and killed four other 

people, an elderly couple and two children, a ten-year-old boy and a nine-year-old girl 

thought to be the suspect's cousins.  Detectives aren't sure what was the motive for 

killings.  Twenty-seven-year-old Nikolay Soltys was seen leaving both crime scenes in a 

silver Nissan Altima.  He is considered armed and dangerous. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/20/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A man suspected of a violent assault and robbery in northeast Fresno is now in jail.  

Police say last week, the suspect beat a woman in her home when she interrupted a 

burglary at the Crown Point apartments.  She was tied up but managed to get free and call 

police.  Police Chief Jerry Dyer announced that officers arrested 25-year-old Rolland 

Stoecker in connection with the crime. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/22/01, LOCAL 

Tomorrow marks the anniversary of a brutal crime that shocked valley residents and 

grabbed national headlines.  A year ago a man with a pitchfork broke into a home in 

Merced and attacked five children.  Eight- year old John Carpenter, and his nine-year old 

sister, Ashley, were killed.  Family and friends gathered in loving memory.  About 100 

people turned out for the memorial at the Gospel Defenders church in Atwater.  There 

were pictures of John and Ashley with songs and prayers.  The young victim's parents, 

John and Stephanie, said the service was not to mourn their family's loss, but rather to 

celebrate the children's lives in heaven. 
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NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/29/01, LENGTH 1:50 MIN., LOCAL 

Car theft and home burglaries are on the rise here in Fresno.  Police believe certain 

weapons are working to combat the crimes.  High technology, tougher laws and a large 

police force, along with partnerships with other law enforcement agencies, are some of 

the weapons working to cut crime in Fresno.  But there are some areas still seeing an 

increase.  They are residential burglaries and car theft.  Last year, the city of Fresno 

averaged 363 burglaries a month.  Between January and May of this year, we averaged 

424 a month.  When it comes to vehicle thefts in 2000, Fresno averaged 480 vehicles 

stolen each month.  For the first five months of this year, we're averaging 543 a month.  

That's an increase of 60 cars a month.  Incidentally, a state crime report released today 

shows crime rates in California up slightly after eight years of decline. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/10/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A man who killed 5 people in Sacramento over the weekend is dead, and he left behind a 

chilling videotape.  Joseph Ferguson killed himself this morning, and as ABC’s Carla 

Wohl reports, he wanted his intentions known.  Apparently Ferguson shot himself inside 

a car.  Ferguson left a trail of bodies across Sacramento, killing five people, and was 

determined to kill more.  This was Sacramento's second mass murder in just three weeks.  

Nicolai Soltys allegedly killed six members of his family.  The bodies of his wife and 

young son were buried in the Ukraine this past weekend.  Ferguson alluded to those 

murders during his rampage, allegedly calling co-workers on his cell phone, saying he 

wanted to outdo Soltys and commit an even bloodier crime.  Ferguson had no criminal 

record.  His mother is serving time at the Chowchilla Women's prison for molesting him 

and his other siblings. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/11/01, LENGTH :35 SEC, LOCAL 

The man accused of murdering a Fresno deputy may have some mental problems.  The 

defense and prosecution have hired psychologists to test Ramadan Abdullah's mental 

stability and sanity.  Abdullah made a brief appearance in court.  He's charged with the 

ambush shooting of deputy Erik Telen.  Abdullah's father says his son has lost his grip on 

reality.  He says at one point within the last several months he claimed he was "Jesus".  

Mahdi Abdullah offered condolences to Telen's family.  He knows his son could face the 

death penalty because of the seriousness of this crime. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 09/10/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 
Ramadan Abdullah's father flew all the way from New York to try to help save his son's 

life.  Abdullah is the mysterious 20-year-old accused of killing Fresno deputy Eric Telen 

last month in an ambush near Dunlap.  The district attorney can seek the death penalty for 

the crime.  Mahdi Abdullah says his son is not well and that he seems out of touch with 

reality.  He says Ramadan left his home in New York about a month before the shooting.  

His attorney says a few months before that, Ramadan was apparently kicked out of a 

church camp after insisting he was Jesus and refusing to recognize his father.  Mahdi 

Abdullah says he now wants to express his condolences to Telen's family and friends. 
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VALLEY FOCUS , 08/22/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization: Boys and Girls Club of Fresno.  The Little Hoover Commission 

made a stop in Fresno last November as it toured the state looking for answers to the 

juvenile crime problem.  What they found was that prevention programs are working, but 

the state needs to change they way it supports local communities.  The foundation is built 

on relationships.  The students have daily contact with a probation officer, their mentor.  

They receive counseling and tutoring.  The program works closely with the Boys and 

Girls Club and the probation department.  A partnership the Little Hoover Commission 

found to be effective in keeping kids out of trouble. 

 

 

HEALTH 

 

 

ACTION NEWS, 08/10/10, LENGTH :30 & :60’S, NEWS CUT-AWAYS  

ACTION NEWS AIRED EIGHT NEWS CUT-AWAYS FOR CENTRAL 

CALIFORNIA'S BLOOD DRIVE. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/02/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

America's blood banks are facing potentially massive shortfalls because of new rules 

protecting the blood supply from contamination from mad cow disease.  Los Angeles is 

experiencing the worst blood shortage in 20 years.  And in New York, lawmakers are 

asking health officials to declare a blood emergency.  Even though there is no evidence 

mad cow disease can be spread through transfusions, new rules disqualify many people 

who have spent time in Europe. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH 1:15 MIN., LOCAL 

It was the perfect day to take a dip in the pool and cool off.  Experts said when we hit 

triple digit weather, it's critical to stay cool and drink lots of water.  For people who work 

outdoors it's not always easy.  People with medical conditions like diabetes need to be 

careful with this heat.  So do people taking medication for heart conditions or depression.  

Doctors say they're more at risk for health problems during this time.  They suggest lots 

of water or Gatorade.  Keep cool indoors or in the shade and get lots of rest.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

The health care industry is experiencing a nursing shortage across the country.  Policy 

makers, caregivers and volunteers are spreading the message through a national bus tour.  

They're traveling from Washington D.C. and touring hospitals across the country.  They 

stopped in Visalia today.  The group is raising awareness of the nursing shortage crisis 

and pushing for more legislation to improve the problem. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/06/01, LENGTH 1:26 MIN., LOCAL 

Women struggling with infertility often experience high levels of stress that often 

consume their entire lives and lead to severe depression.  Now, a program in Boston is 

helping women overcome their depression and shows other exciting benefits.  Action 

news anchor Cindy Suryan explained on HealthWatch.  Doctor Domar says her success 
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rate is more like 98 percent, because that's the percentage of women who recover from 

depression.  There are currently mind/body programs running in states around the 

country. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/9/01, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

Next year's Fresno County budget reflects tight financial times.  Among proposed cuts:  

the closure of one barrack at the Elkhorn juvenile camp.  Budget planners recommend a 

search for alternatives to incarceration at the camp, and other juvenile facilities.  Money 

is set aside to move the county's children's mental health services to the old Valley 

Children's Hospital in Fresno, as well as for staffing of the expanded north annex jail.  

There's also extra money for staffing required to implement Proposition 36, which allows 

for drug treatment instead of jail for some offenders.  Hearings on the 1.3 billion dollar 

spending plan begin July 23rd. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/10/01, LENGTH 1:22 MIN., LOCAL 

A grieving mother is demanding better health care for prison inmates.  Grace Ortega 

claims officials at Chowchilla prison failed to properly treat her daughter's cancer.  She 

went to the State Capitol today to back legislation that would reform medical care for 

inmates.  From doctors to ordinary citizens, folks are encouraged to see a huge medical 

provider put patients first.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 7/10/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

One of California's largest health maintenance organizations has announced it is ending 

doctor bonuses based on patient costs.  Officials with Blue Cross of California say the 

HMO will instead reward doctors for patient satisfaction and preventive care.  They say 

the change was driven by market considerations.  But health care watchdogs are 

skeptical, calling it an attempt to forestall legislative action to ban doctors' bonuses. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/11/01, LENGTH :25 MIN., LOCAL 

The House is again trying to tackle the high cost of prescription drugs.  Lawmakers are 

considering loosening rules on the import of cheaper medicines and speeding the 

approval of generic versions.  The Bush administration yesterday reaffirmed a decision 

made last December by the Clinton administration that effectively blocks the 

reimportation of drugs made in the US.  Health Secretary Tommy Thompson says the 

government can't guarantee they're safe.  

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/12/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

President Bush says it's time to give seniors more control over their health care.  The 

pledged to expand and improve Medicare coverage.  He started by unveiling a new 

pharmacy discount card for seniors.  Democrats support the idea of reforming Medicare, 

but some warn his plan will do very little to reduce drug prices.   

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/13/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

If you love those new sports energy drinks, perhaps you should beware.  One such 

beverage is being blamed for causing health problems.  "Red Bull" has been banned in 

some Swedish restaurants, including one where a woman died after drinking the 
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beverage.  Red Bull is marketed as a pick-me-up for sports, long drives or intense 

workdays.  But what's happening is that many alcohol drinkers are using it as a cocktail 

mixer.  People are choosing it so they can drink more alcohol without feeling down. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/17/01, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Medical, community and environmental groups believe legal action may be the only way 

to clean up the valley's air.  Members of "earth-justice" claim the E.P.A. and the San 

Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District violated the clean air act 19 times in the last 

six years, causing many residents health problems.  The group hopes a lawsuit will force 

the two agencies to fix the air pollution problems in the valley.     

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/20/01, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

A battle is underway to fight the valley's number one killer, and soon there will be more 

competition among hospitals trying to keep your heart healthy.  Construction crews are 

setting the groundwork for what will soon be the Fresno Heart Hospital.  The 60-bed all-

private-room facility will be located just across the street from Woodward Park and will 

include a four-story patient tower, three operating rooms, and an emergency department.  

Fresno Heart Hospital is a partnership between Community Medical Centers and 48 

valley doctors.  They expect to perform 500 open-heart surgeries in its first year, the 

same number already taking place at Saint Agnes Medical Center.  The Fresno Heart 

Hospital is expected to open in the summer of 2003. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/23/01, LENGTH, 2:28 MIN., LOCAL 

Scientists have just announced the completion of the initial test of an experimental 

vaccine for Alzheimer's disease.  Although several years of testing remain, researchers 

are optimistic.  It's too early to say if the patients' memory improved, or if mental decline 

has slowed, although the immune response in humans was similar to that seen in earlier 

studies in mice.  In those mice experiments, the vaccine halted, and in some cases 

reversed, the disease, and it was also effective in preventing young mice from ever 

getting Alzheimer's.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/08/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A valley lawmaker wants to improve the water quality in California lakes.  Assemblyman 

Dean Florez has introduced a bill to protect freshwater lakes in the state by setting limits 

on the amount of bacteria which is safe for swimmers.  There are no set standards for 

lakes, although state beaches and swimming pools must maintain a certain standard.  If 

approved, lakes would be tested every week between April and October - and it would 

allow local health officials to post hazard signs or close down swimming areas if bacteria 

levels are too high.  Florez wants the bill to have an urgent status so that if passed, it will 

go into effect as soon as it's signed by the governor. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/08/01, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

Alta District Hospital in Dinuba will get enough money to stay in operation until the first 

of the year.  Dinuba council members agreed to fund the facility a total of $100,000.  

That's an additional $25,000 along with the $75,000 they approved last week.  But the 

quick fix doesn't come without some sacrifice, and about 30 fulltime employees will lose 
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their jobs.  All emergency room patients will now be treated at the hospital's rural health 

center.  All people with serious illnesses will have to go to other area hospitals for 

treatment. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A new health-care deal for a Fresno hospital.  Saint Agnes Medical Center has finalized 

an exclusive contract with California-based "Universal Care".  In March, the HMO 

"PacifiCare" announced it was pulling out of Saint Agnes and signing new agreements 

with Community Medical Systems and its doctor's group.  The move left a void at Saint 

Agnes.  It will now be filled by "Universal Care." 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/10/01, LENGTH 1:10 MIN., LOCAL  

When you hear your neighbors or loved ones have been exposed to tuberculosis, it raises 

legitimate concerns.  It began with one nurse at a nursing home contracting tuberculosis.  

California law requires that health care workers take a tuberculosis skin test annually and 

report positive results.  In this case, it allowed the health department and the nursing 

home to take action and find out who may have been infected.  Representatives from the 

nursing home and the Fresno County Department of Community Health want to 

emphasize that "no" one, including visitors to the nursing home, is in danger.  The 

infected nurse did, however, work at another facility in Fresno County.  The health 

department is in the process of screening staff and residents there, hoping that if any tests 

come back positive, they can duplicate the success they've had in Auberry. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/15/01, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

Many smokers try to quit by using another source of nicotine like gum, patches or 

inhalers.  In his segment of HealthWatch, Action News anchor Cindy Suryan reports on a 

new nicotine substitute that doctors say may be more effective and more convenient.  

Doctor Westman says twenty percent of participants using the nicotine solution remained 

smoke-free after six months, a success rate comparable to other nicotine replacement 

therapies.  A smoker says the nicotine drops helped him drop a thirty-year habit.  

Researchers at Duke University plan to partner with a pharmaceutical company to help 

fund larger clinical trials of the oral nicotine solution before it's made available to the 

general public. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 08/15/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

The "Safeway" grocery store chain is pulling a popular candy from its shelves.  The small 

gelatin snack cups have been linked to the deaths of two children.  A bay area public 

health department is expected to release an alert to parents to cut the cups up before 

letting kids eat them.  Around the world, more than a dozen deaths are tied to the candy, 

which are made in Asia. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/19/01, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

About twenty-eight million Americans live with some hearing loss, but only twenty 

percent actually use hearing aids.  They can be uncomfortable, distort sound or cause 

feedback.  During this HealthWatch, Action News anchor Cindy Suryan shows us a new 

alternative to the traditional hearing aid.   
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NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/19/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Thousands of people in Fresno are healthier tonight thanks to the inspiration of a 

Buddhist n and a handful of Taiwanese housewives.  It was a unique health fair.  Not just 

information, but hands on medical care for low -income people with no insurance or 

medical.  Just free advice. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH, :19 SEC., LOCAL 

According to the national soft drink association, sodas are now sold in sixty percent of all 

public and private middle and high schools nationwide.  But new studies show the 

dangers of soda on your child's health may far outweigh any monetary gains for their 

school.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/21/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A leading health care foundation is helping bring medical care to California's migrant 

farm-workers.  The California endowment is giving 50-million dollars to help improve 

health conditions for field laborers.  Less than one-third of California farm workers have 

any type of medical insurance.  The 50-million dollars will be spread out over five-years.  

It will help fund health education projects, prevention programs and basic medical 

services.  The California endowment is the state's largest health foundation. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/25/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

One of the region's biggest employers is hoping to get a lot bigger.  Cigna Health Care is 

hoping to fill four hundred positions in it's Visalia operation.  The health insurance 

company needs workers to process medical claims and handle calls from customers.  

More than a thousand hopeful applicants turned out for a job fair.   

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/03/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

If you've tried the patch, the gum, hypnosis or even gone cold turkey and still can't quit 

smoking, you're not alone.  The US surgeon general says seventy percent of smokers 

want to kick the habit, but less than three percent actually succeed.  Now researchers are 

taking a different approach.  In this segment of HealthWatch, Action News anchor Cindy 

Suryan shows us why their remedy makes patients smile. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/09/11, LENGTH 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 

If you ask around, many people will have strong opinions about the beverage we call 

milk.  While many like it, many others don't and because of the marketing and health 

claims it's also become somewhat a controversial topic.  Just about any celebrity you can 

think of has worn a milk mustache.  The ads say kids benefit from milk's nutrients.  So do 

teens.  And as we get older, milk "helps ward off osteoporosis."  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/05/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

Suicide is a taboo subject among many cultures, but the denial of mental health disorders 

is high among African-Americans.  Between 19-80 and 19-95, the suicide rate of black 

males doubled and the authors of a new book are uncovering an unspoken crisis in the 
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African-American community.  Action News anchor Cindy Suryan has this segment of 

HealthWatch. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH 1:33 MIN., LOCAL 

Mention PMS and most women say they take "Midol".  But in this segment of consumer 

watch, we learned Tums is now marketing itself as a way to reduce PMS.  Consumer 

reports on health took a look at this ad's claims and the study behind them.  For three 

months, women took either four Tums a day or a placebo -- a dummy pill.  The Tums-

takers said they had a 48 percent drop in premenstrual symptoms.  That's quite good.  But 

the women who took a placebo saw a large drop in symptoms as well - 30 percent -  in 

fact, commercial's fine print acknowledges that Tums PMS is "not intended to diagnose, 

treat, cure or prevent any disease.  But even with that warning, consumer reports on 

health says this product might be worth trying for women who have moderate PMS 

symptoms.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/15/01, 10:30AM , LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  Fresno Madera Area Agency on Aging.  Today’s show focused 

on this agency and their mission to provide leadership in addressing issues that relate to 

older Californians.  The Fresno Madera Area Agency on Aging was established in 1980 

through a joint powers agreement between the city and county of Fresno and Madera 

County.  Their job is to develop community based systems of care that provides services 

which support Independence.  They also work to protect the quality of life of older 

persons and persons with functional impairments. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/29/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  Central California Blood Bank.  On today’s show we focused on 

the Central California Blood Center and what they are doing to get the blood supply they 

need for valley residents.  We’ll be telling viewers about their annual Pint for Pint blood 

drive that will be held in August to assure them a supply during the critical summer 

months.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/26/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  American Red Cross.  The American Red Cross Disaster Relief 

focuses on meeting people’s immediate emergency disaster-caused needs.  When disaster 

strikes, the Red Cross provides Shelter, Food and Health and Mental Health Services to 

address basic human needs.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 09/02/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  The Leukemia and 

Lymphoma society joined us today to talk about their team in training program.  This 

walk will raise money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma society. 

 

WOMEN’S HEALTH SERIES: HEALTHY HEART, 7/21/01, LENGTH  1 HR, 

SYNDICATION 

Hosted by Chris Evert, this hour focused on vital preventative measures every woman 

can take to cut down the risk of heart disease.  This series takes an intelligent and incisive 
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approach to inform women and their families about the latest medical breakthroughs and 

the most constructive prevention treatments.  Plus a special segment on nutrition, fitness, 

and how to manage your healthcare. 

 

OPRAH: WHEN PANIC ATTACKS CONTROL YOUR LIFE, 07/09/01, LENGTH 

1 HR. SYNDICATION 

Adored by millions, former teen idols share the difficulties of balancing a career in the 

spotlight with their sometimes incapacitating anxiety disorders.  We also met a woman 

whose crippling panic attacks were controlling her life.  We watched as cameras followed 

her journey through an intensive 5-day therapy program at one of the nation’s top 

treatment centers.  We showed you the latest advances in technology that are allowing 

doctors to treat these often debilitating disorders.  We found out what to do if panic 

attacks control your life. 

 

OPRAH: AIDS IN WEST VIRGINIA, 07/27/01, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

We took viewers back to the early years, to a show about AIDS back in 1987.  This 

summer marks 20 years since the first case was documented in the U.S. and we’ve come 

a long way in research, understanding and compassion.  But 14 years ago, there was still 

a lot of fear when we took the Oprah show to Williamson, West Virginia, a small town 

where people were terrified of the disease.  

 

OPRAH: HOW TO AGE GRACEFULLY, 08/20/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

Oprah talked with an expert who says he has found the secrets to slowing down the aging 

process.  We’ll explain the keys to staying younger longer, and leading a fuller and richer 

life, including the right diet, exercise and stress reduction plans.  We’ll also give you a 

test to see if you are on the right track to finding your own fountain of youth.  Diane 

Sawyer and Naomi Judd shared their secrets to looking and feeling fabulous after 50.  

 

OPRAH: HEALTH MISTAKES SMART WOMEN MAKE, 08/29/01, LENGTH 1 

HR. SYNDICATION 

Oprah discussed the issue of  health mistakes that we make.  Oprah pointed out some 

errors that you could unwittingly be making, from washing down certain medications 

with grapefruit juice, to wearing your shoes inside your house.  Liz Vaccariello, editor of 

Fitness magazine, joined Oprah to share some of the most common health mistakes smart 

women make. 

 

IYANLA: IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK?, 09/04/01, LENGTH 1 HR. 

SYNDICATION 

Professional home inspector Tom Kraeutler and other experts joined Iyanla to uncover 

the unknown dangers that may be lurking in your home. 

 

IYANLA: POUND PALS, 09/10/01, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

Host Iyanla Vanzant takes a new twist on the buddy system, pairing up guests who are 

desperate to lose weight with inspiring individuals who each have lost more than 100 

pounds. 
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OPRAH: WHAT PARENTS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ECSTASY 

09/28/01, Length 1 hour.  Syndication 

It has been called the LSD of the twenty-first century, and narcotics officials say it is 

currently the fastest-growing illegal drug in America.  The drug is called ecstasy, and 

there is an entire culture linked with young user, from what they wear, to how they talk.  

Oprah gives parents an inside look at this underground world and our experts shared 

some of the warning signs that could inform parents that their kids are abusing this 

dangerous drug.  We go inside the brain of an ecstasy user and see first-hand the damage 

that was done. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

NEWSCAST  5PM, 07/02/01, LENGTH 1:24 MIN. LOCAL 

Stan Carrizosa is determined to bridge the gap between the community and district.  He 

realizes the road ahead is not easy, but believes an open and honest policy will bring 

about positive change.  The Dinuba native has been a local educator for 18 years.  He 

steps into a position that has had its share of struggles over the years.  Former 

superintendent Linda Gonzales was the center of controversy.  Many parents did not 

approve of her budget decisions and policies like ending open lunch hours and 

suspending field trips.  Many felt left in the dark.  Carrizosa is determined to change that 

and turn things around.  He wants to increase test scores.  But says his number one 

priority is re-establishing trust.  Carrizosa believes his valley background and education 

helps him understand the district's   challenges and struggles.  His list of priorities include 

the student achievement, school budget, planning for new schools, and working with the 

bond over-site committee to repair and improve existing facilities 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/18/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

The fall semester is just around the corner and schools still have teaching positions to fill.  

That's why districts from throughout the state did some back- to-school shopping today.  

Action News anchor Graciela Moreno had this SchoolWatch report.  We have 32 districts 

here from throughout the state and probably have 250 and 300 candidates for those 

districts to interview so its well worth their time.  Salaries for teachers vary by district.  

But have gone up in recent years.  The average starting pay for fully credentialed teachers 

in California is 34-thousand dollars. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/26/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The new state budget is a couple of weeks overdue but valley farmers may find it was 

worth the wait.  Governor Davis signed the state budget bill today.  It includes the largest 

tax cuts for agriculture in California's history.  Farm machinery and diesel fuel used for 

agriculture will be permanently exempt from the state sales tax.  Education will get a two 

and a half billion dollar boost.  And low-income seniors will get seventy-five million 

dollars in tax credits.  Davis says an important project for Fresno remains in the budget. 

  



-27- 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/03/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

The county introduced plans for its "children count" report card.  Leaders say it will help 

them set health and education goals and put the county's 256-thousand kids on the right 

track.  This report card represents a whole new kind of investment in the well being of 

our kids.  Children at the Mosqueda center in southeast Fresno don't know it yet, but local 

leaders are trying to change their lives.  The county unveiled plans to produce the first 

children's report card.  It would be assembled by the interagency council for children and 

families, a group composed of several private and public organizations around the 

county.  The county will compare itself to others of similar size across the state and 

country.  Officials will then assess a grade and make necessary changes.  It would to cost 

about 100-thousand dollars a year to put this annual report card together.  The 

interagency council hopes to have a preliminary report by December and release future 

reports at the beginning of each year. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/03/01, LENGTH 1:41PM, LOCAL 

Coming into a classroom for the first time can be tough enough but imagine trying to 

teach students who are already behind.  Teachers who take on that challenge are now 

getting extra support from the state.  Thanks to their share of a 33-million dollar grant, 

Fresno Unified can now give its new teachers the training and support they need to be 

successful in the classroom.  The grant is only for one year.  Educators are now working 

with local legislators to keep the support flowing for new teachers. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/06/01, LENGTH  2:15 MIN., LOCAL 

The two main areas affected at Fresno City College: building maintenance and upgrading 

classroom and laboratory equipment.  Administrators are outraged over the governor's 

move and it has students concerned about their future.  The architecture on the outside of 

Fresno City College's library is amazing.  Looking at the detail and brick, you can tell it 

has been here quite a while.  In fact, FCC is the oldest community college in the state.  

Built in 1910, many of the buildings are more than 50 years old.  Even the gymnasium is 

getting a new roof.  But come next year, these types of improvements will be stopped, 

since the governor axed millions of dollars from the budget.  The money would have also 

been used to buy computers, audio-visual equipment and materials for disabled students.  

Incidentally, the state does set aside 10-billion dollars for higher education.  About a third 

of that $2.9 billion dollars goes to community colleges.  On the surface, it looks like a 

pretty even split.  But keep in mind that community colleges serve 1.6 million students, 

so the money they receive is spread pretty thin.  Meantime, administrators at Fresno City 

College say they will deal with the governor's latest round of budget cuts and try to keep 

them from impacting students and classes. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/10/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

A California lawmaker wants to combat childhood obesity by boosting physical 

education in public schools.  Under the current law, some middle school students aren't 

required to take PE.  The legislature is considering a measure which would eliminate the 

exemption and double the standards for all other students.  The bill's author says 

American students are getting too fat and they need to appreciate the importance of 

exercise. 
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/01/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

For years, children who have had trouble learning in school have been tested, labeled and 

put into special education programs.  In this HealthWatch segment, Action News anchor 

Cindy Suryan reports on a new approach to learning that sets aside the labels and focuses 

on the different ways children learn.  The "all kinds of minds" institute has set up 

regional teacher-training sites in ten states, including California. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/14/01, 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

Corporate heavy hitters like Coca Cola, Citibank and Toys ’R Us are part of a new 

venture that's putting a whole new twist on saving for college.  In tonight's consumer 

watch, Action News reporter Craig Fiegener takes a closer look to see if the plan makes 

the grade.  Now, a company called Upromise wants families to spend their way to higher 

education.  The premise sounds promising.  Every time you buy something from a 

participating company, a percentage of what you spend goes into a college savings 

account.  Consumer reports found drawbacks with Upromise.  For one, the contributions 

aren't very big. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/15/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN. LOCAL 

A new website may help your child's education.  It's known as the "history wired" project 

from the Smithsonian National Museum of American History.  Now you can visit the 

museum and enjoy its treasures with just the click of a mouse.  They call it the nation's 

attic and with good reason.  The Smithsonian Institution's American History Museum is 

home to precious artifacts from our nation's past with 3 million objects in our collection 

and less than 300 thousand, and can't display all the things in their collection.  That 

means special objects, like Kermit the frog, or this costume worn by Ray Bolger in the 

Wizard of Oz might be boxed up and forgotten.  But in the world of cyberspace, there's 

plenty of room.  Now some of the museum's collection is available on line.  You can log 

on for a virtual tour at historywired.si.edu.  The Star Spangled Banner, Thomas 

Jefferson's writing desk, Albert Einstein's pipe, and the country's first teddy bear -- These 

wonderful artifacts are among the many treasures that are with a rich and diverse past.  

The opening pages of the website will take virtual visitors thru a grid offering options.  

Viewers can look for objects from the old west.  Smithsonian officials hope the website 

will help to make the wealth of the museum's riches available to anyone within arm's 

reach of the internet.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/01/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

For years, children who have had trouble learning have been labeled and put into special 

education programs.  But there's a new approach to learning that instead focuses on the 

different ways children learn.  The "all kinds of minds" institute has set up regional 

teacher-training sites in ten states, including California. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/16/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

State community colleges are fighting to get the funding they had expected from this 

year's state budget.  Governor Gray Davis vetoed 126 million dollars from community 

college programs last month.  Community colleges serve almost 3 million students in 
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California and college officials say the money is needed to preserve the quality of 

education and keep the buildings safe.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/17/01, LENGTH 1:25 MIN., LOCAL 

Education crosses the line into the fun zone beginning this weekend, with the grand 

opening of the castle science and technology center at castle airbase in Atwater.  Action 

News reporter Allison Ash was there as a lucky group of kids got a sneak preview. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/18/01, LENGTH :32 MIN., LOCAL 

A local school district could be on its way to establishing a code of conduct for parents 

who get too rowdy at athletic events.  The Tulare County Office of Education held a 

seminar on sportsmanship and ethics in Visalia today.  Administrators say parents are 

getting more and more out of control and believe a code of conduct would keep people in 

line.  Fresno's metropolitan youth football conference requires its parents to sign 

contracts, promising good behavior at games.  The league's president described an 

incident from two years ago that led to the contracts. 

 

NEWSCAST 08/24/01, LENGTH :31 MIN., LOCAL 

More and more girls are getting an education without boys.  The National Coalition of 

Girls schools indicates more females are enrolling in single sex schools.  Educators say 

an all-girl atmosphere keeps the focus on academics.  They say girls tend to do better in 

subjects like math and science, areas that are historically dominated by males.  Experts 

say the classes without boys boost the girl’s self-esteem, and they tend to raise their 

hands and participate more.  Enrollment in girls' schools has gone up by almost 30 

percent since 1991. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/09/01, LENGTH 1:15 MIN., LOCAL 

Not all education occurs in the classroom.  Studies show the playing field can provide the 

opportunity to learn about confidence, relationships and communication.  Action News 

anchor Cindy Suryan shows us how athletes and community leaders help children play 

the game. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 8/28/01,LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

It's a small improvement, but America's high school students are headed in the right 

direction.  The college board just released the national scores for the SAT.  Overall, the 

average score is one point higher than last year.  The average verbal score was 506, while 

the math score was 514.  One testing expert calls the results discouraging, in light of the 

national push to improve education. 

 

JAMMIN BACK TO SCHOOL, 9/09/01, 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

This show features African-American high school and college students from around the 

United States as they prepare for and enter the new year.  This information and 

entertaining one-hour special will focus on topics that young people want to talk about 

such as violence in schools, teen sex, abstinence, AIDS, school activities, entertainment, 

fashion trends and many other topics.  The special used music to focus on education, as 

we visited the favorite schools of our guest stars across the United States. 
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SUCCESS THROUGH EDUCATION, 9/30/01, 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

This award-winning show addresses the difficulties faces by Hispanic-American youth as 

they strive to continue their education and become a success.  Through candid 

conversations with Hispanic-American celebrity hosts, and through inspiring role model 

profiles, students and their families learn that the many challenges they face can be 

overcome.  

 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/06/01, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Workers who lost their jobs when a local manufacturing plant went out of business are 

getting a helping hand today.  A job fair was held at the Frank Bergon Senior Center.  It 

was held at 238 South "D" street in Madera.  The event was from two to four o'clock this 

afternoon. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/14/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The National Guard is looking for some high-tech help.  The guard's helicopter repair 

depot in Fresno held a job fair.  They need mechanics and technicians who can work on 

choppers.  The facility maintains helicopters used by National Guard units in 13 western 

states, and works on army choppers from active duty units around the world.  The guard 

hoped to attract former military personnel to the jobs. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/16/01, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 

Eighty-five people are without jobs this morning.  AT&T Broadband has closed its call 

center in Fresno because it is reorganizing.  The call center serviced customers in the Los 

Angeles areas, and other call centers will take over the work. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/19/10, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The supermarket giant, Albertson’s will be closing some of its stores.  About 165 stores 

in 25 states will be shut down.  It was not clear which ones will close.  Albertson’s is also 

eliminating up to 20 percent of its managerial and administrative jobs.  The cuts are 

aimed at reducing operating costs as Albertson's continues to struggle with its purchase of 

American stores.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/19/01, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

The city estimates 80 percent of the workers in Sanger leave town every morning and 

commute to work in another city.  But strong efforts are now underway to bring more 

jobs to this city of 20-thousand people.  The city council votes tonight, on a plan to attract 

a construction business to Sanger's new industrial park. 
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NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/20/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

Nordstrom says it plans to open its "rack" discount store in Fresno next spring.  The 

Fresno Bee reports this morning the store will be built at a new shopping center on the 

southwest corner of Blackstone and Nees.  The store is expected to provide jobs to as 

many as 50 people. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/24/01, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

More than 200 employees are trying to cope with losing their jobs.  They will be without 

work by September.  City leaders say losing skilled workers and high paying jobs will 

have a significant impact in Porterville.  The company lost business over the years, 

forcing it to cut its workforce nationwide by 30 percent.  Porterville mayor, Gordon 

Woods, says the layoffs will add to the 17 percent unemployment rate in the city of 

40,000 people. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/26/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The slowing economy has claimed another victim in the Silicon Valley.  Computer and 

printer maker "Hewlett Packard" announced it's cutting another six thousand jobs.  

Earlier this year, the company laid off nearly five thousand people from its workforce, 

and asked some employees to take a pay cut.  H-P warns that sales could drop as much as 

16 percent in the current quarter.  It blames the weakening economy and slow tech 

spending for the cutbacks. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/01/01, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

The valley's number one industry faces a triple threat.  Farmers are dealing with less 

water, fewer jobs, and higher power costs.  Several irrigation districts just don't have the 

water to deliver to farmers and that's causing big problems. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/02/01, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno has a new arena football team that will kickoff its first season next year.  The 

unnamed team hopes to rack up lots of points on the field.  Local leaders expect the 

organization to make a sizeable impact on Fresno's economy, especially when it comes to 

jobs.  The last arena football game brought 55-hundred people and brought in 80-

thousand dollars.  The new team will help keep Selland Arena busy, especially when the 

basketball Bulldogs move to their new home in a couple years. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/08/01, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

The preliminary budget is in for Tulare County, and it is loaded with bad news.  It calls 

for a 16-percent cut in spending overall.  The biggest hit could be taken by the Sheriff's 

Department.  The department is slated to lose five-point-one million dollars in operating 

costs, at a time when a staffing freeze has already left 87 jobs open.  Sheriff Bill Wittman 

says if the cuts go through, he'll be forced to eliminate 75 more jobs, and shut down 

services in the field like the highly-effective anti-gang unit, the STEP unit, and 

community-based officers. 
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NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 08/07/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The month of July may go down as the worst ever for worker layoffs.  A survey done by 

a Chicago placement firm reports that the number of layoffs planned by businesses 

jumped 65 percent in July.  That's more than 200 thousand jobs.  Almost half of the 

layoffs came in the high tech industry.  So far this year, more than one million people 

have lost their jobs to layoffs. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

A new federal prison in Atwater won't open this summer.  Finding prisoners isn't a 

problem, but finding guards is another matter.  The Bureau of Prison officials have 

pushed back the opening of the main prison until this fall because there aren't enough 

qualified applicants for the guard jobs.  The prison near Merced has 400 cells. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/13/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

New jobs and new businesses near downtown Fresno were the focus tonight of an 

informational meeting.  City leaders gathered public input on a strategic plan to lure one 

of seven empowerment zones to a low- income area around downtown.  The plan must 

win approval from "Uncle Sam".  Federal funds would provide tax credits to those 

businesses that relocate to the empowerment zone and then hire people in the 

neighborhood. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 08/16/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

More than 300 new jobs are coming to the south valley.  The Cigna health care service 

center is expanding its facility on West Tulare Avenue in Visalia.  The new 50,000 

square foot building will provide more jobs for customer service agents.  Cigna currently 

employs 1100 workers and is Visalia's largest private employer.  Community leaders say 

it's helped make a dent with the area's high unemployment. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/29/01, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

Over 70 kids are in treatment at the Kings View Center Group Home.  In sixty days, 

patients will have to be placed somewhere else and employees will need to find new jobs.  

The news has staff members devastated.  This puts Kings View at a financial 

disadvantage because the center also employs cooks, maintenance workers, and clerical 

staff, but the state "only" pays for employees who have direct contact with patients.  The 

problem is basic math.  The center pays more to treat patients than they get back and they 

say it's been going on for the ten years they've been open.  Some employees will go to 

work at other Kings View facilities and most are confident they'll find jobs, but they fear 

the transition won't be as easy for the kids.  

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 09/03/01, LENGTH 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 

Millions of people in the US are spending this Labor Day laboring.  Among them, 

migrant workers who harvest fruit and vegetables on American farms.  Growers say they 

can't do without the workers.  But it's not always a labor of love.  There are about 100 

migrants working here, some of the more than three million Mexican nationals are 

earning a living in the United States.  The reason:  Many can make as much here in one 

week, as they can in a month or more in Mexico.  The Bush administration is working 
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with Mexico to make migration to the US safe, and legal.  But it's also keenly aware that 

it's a politically sensitive issue, not wanting to put workers in the United States at a 

disadvantage.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/07/01, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

 Unemployment lines are getting longer, and the news is sending shudders down Wall 

Street and the White House.  The national jobless rate is 4.9 percent in August, up from 

4.5 percent in July.  It's the biggest one-month increase in 6 years.  Manufacturing was hit 

hardest: 110,000jobs lost.  The Dow Jones closed down more than 230 points, and the 

Standard and Poor index was at its lowest level in 3 years. 

  

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 09/10/01, LENGTH 2:13 MIN., LOCAL  

A novel but controversial solution to unemployment is taking hold in several states, 

including ours.  In Tulare County, many workers rely on welfare, but as ABC's Judy 

Muller reports, some no longer have to.  Since the program started three years ago, it has 

saved taxpayers more than $3 million, but at least one critic says exporting the poor is no 

solution. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/17/01, LENGTH 1:39 MIN. SEC., LOCAL 

The airline industry continues to take a beating.  U.S. Airways announced today it will 

cut 11,000 jobs and it is not the only airline suffering from the aftermath of the terrorist 

attacks.  Most carriers have trimmed their schedules by 20 percent since last Tuesday.  

The impact on all types of businesses are being affected by last week's tragedy.  Less 

business means less money for employees, and there's no telling what that may mean for 

the economy. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/05/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  Fresno County Workforce Connection/Employment Connection.  

Workforce Connection and Employment Network is sponsoring a Job Fair.  The job fair 

will be held from 9AM through 2PM at People’s Church.  Employers looking to fill 

current positions and future openings that wish to register for a booth will be encouraged 

to call Employment Network.  Anyone looking for a job should come dressed for an 

interview and bring their resume.  This will be a great day for job seekers as well as the 

employer to network to see if they can find a good match.  Workforce Connection is a 

consortium of public agencies whose purpose is to provide a broad range of services to 

Fresno county job seekers and employers. 

 

 

CONSUMER WATCH 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE,07/04/01, LENGTH :25 MIN, LOCAL 

We're looking for the best deal for a gallon of self-serve regular unleaded.  If you find a 

gas station around town that's worth bragging about, e-mail consumer-watch.  It's 

abc30consumer@abc.com.  Tell us where the station is located, its name, and the price 

for a gallon of self-serve regular unleaded.  Then watch tomorrow here on AM Live, and 

we will let you know where you can get the most for your money. 
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NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/12/01, LENGTH 4:01 MIN, LOCAL 

In a consumer watch investigation, Action News reporter Craig Fiegener told us about a 

vacation that was over before it began.  This is the unhappy ending to the cruise that 

wasn't.  These picketers are part of a group of 15 people who drove to LA expecting to 

board a weekend party trip to Ensenada.  They say their agent at Fashion Fare Travel said 

"bon voyage," sending them off to L.A. with confirmation forms, not tickets.  Carnival 

Cruise lines says they're for the "wait list."  Basically holding a place on the booked solid 

cruise ship, but only if there's a last minute cancellation.  Carnival Cruise Lines says it 

has "no record of receiving any payment from their travel agent for any of the bookings" 

except three.  Benjerman Raya, of Fashion Fare Travel, told Action News that refunds 

had been sent to the twelve people.  We've confirmed that refund checks have been 

received.  But customers told us that some of the checks were short the total amount they 

paid.  The state attorney general's office also tells us Fashion Fare Travel now has a 

license application pending with their department.  If you are planning a cruise, there are 

some tips that will help you make sure your trip goes as planned.  Always pay by credit 

card.  That way you can contest the charges if there is a problem.  Ask the travel agent if 

they have a "seller of travel" license and check with the Better Business Bureau to see if 

other consumers have had trouble. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/27/01, LENGTH :43 SEC., LOCAL 

A local travel agency that customers claim ruined their vacation, won't be doing business 

with the city of Fresno anytime soon.  A group of 15 customers says they paid Fashion 

Fare Travel for a cruise.  But when they got to the dock, the ship was full, and the cruise 

line said it never received their payment.  The agency refunded the customers money this 

week.  An action news consumer-watch investigation learned fashion fare travel had 

applied to lease space inside of the Fresno Yosemite airport to set up an office.  It also 

found the agency didn't have a license when it applied and that Fashion Fare employee 

Catherine Kevorkian was convicted in 1994, for embezzlement.  Action News learned 

that the travel agency has withdrawn its application to open an office at the air terminal. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH:23 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/13/01, LENGTH:23 SEC., LOCAL 

If you use your debit card to shop, especially for big-ticket purchases, you might want to 

consider making your credit card your first choice.  Then pay it off when the bill arrives.  

The personal finance website "bank-rate" says if something goes wrong, it may be more 

difficult to get your money back on a debit card purchase than it would be in a credit card 

transaction.  Bank-rate says many business owners treat a debit card purchase like a 

personal check or cash and they give store credit instead of refunds.  More importantly, 

debit cards don't carry the same consumer protections as credit cards.  By law, you can 

withhold payment on poor-quality or damaged merchandise purchased with a credit card.  

You don't have that right when you shop with a debit card.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/22/01, LENGTH 1:14 MIN., LOCAL 

With the cost of electricity going through the roof this summer, it pays to have the most 

efficient air conditioning system possible.  Action News consumer watch reporter Craig 
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Fiegener has tips to help you cut your cooling costs no matter what kind air conditioning 

you have.  If you have central air, the attic is the first place to look for savings, along with 

any place else you have exposed ductwork.  Check for any leaks and openings.  Also, 

check to make sure the ducts are well insulated.  All together, that can cut your cooling 

costs by as much as 40%.  Also, consider raising your thermostat setting.  Every degree 

you raise the temperature can shave your cooling bills by another 3 percent.  For people 

who don't have central air, Consumer Reports has been testing room air conditioners for 

some 50 years.  The good news is they keep getting more energy efficient.  You can find 

out how efficient your air conditioner is by checking the energy efficiency rating or the 

EER and higher the number the better.  This older unit has an EER of 8.  The new one is 

10.  Another tip to keep your cooling costs down and run your clothes dryer and 

dishwasher in the evening when your air conditioner doesn't have to work so hard to keep 

the house cool.  If you have central air, consider putting in a programmable thermostat 

that can turn on the air conditioning just before you get home.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/02/01, LENGTH 1:11 MIN., LOCAL 

If packing for a car trip means you're thinking of putting a cargo box on the roof, you're 

not alone.  Many people are buying storage boxes for the top of their cars.  But before 

you do, here's consumer watch reporter Craig Fiegener with a note of caution.  We're 

seeing more and more cargo boxes on the road these days.  And people are using them on 

all kinds of vehicles, including SUV’s.  But Consumer Reports says an SUV and a cargo 

box is a bad combination.  The center of gravity for an SUV is already quite high, so 

when you take a loaded cargo box, weighing as much as 150 pounds and set it on top, 

that raises the center of gravity even more which increases the risk of rollover.  Even on 

cars and minivans, testers found cargo boxes have their downsides.  So, if you're not 

using it for hauling things, take the box off and before you buy one, check your owner's 

manual.  Some car roofs are designed to carry no more than 100 pounds.  Besides not 

overloading the roof, be aware that every car has a maximum load capacity.  That 

includes not only what's on the roof, but what's in the trunk and all of your passengers, 

too.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

With great national parks just a short drive from the valley, hiking is a popular pastime 

for many.  Consumer reports just tested 17 hiking shoes, including ones from L.L. Bean, 

REI, EMS and Nike.  In this segment of consumer watch, Action News reporter Craig 

Fiegener shows us which ones came out on top.  Consumer Reports designed this course 

to level the playing field for light hiking shoes.  Hikers also hit real life trails, walking a 

total of nearly 400 miles!  In the end, there was a clear favorite for day hikers:  Rei’s 

Monarch GTX.  These $100 shoes protected feet from sharp rocks and were stable on 

uneven terrain.  And they're water resistant, too.  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/22/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

While motorized scooters are fun, they can also be dangerous.  Consumer officials say 

scooter accidents sent more than 2200 people to hospital emergency rooms over the first 

seven months of the year.  A six year old boy died after falling off a scooter a week ago. 
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/28/01, LENGTH 1:26 MIN., LOCAL 

Every year, 39,000 homes catch fire because of faulty wiring or other electrical problems:  

including defective plugs, extension cords or lights.  Consumer reports says there are 

important warning signs that could signal you have a problem in your home.  Five people 

died earlier this year when this home caught fire.  The cause was faulty wiring.  The risk 

of electrical fires can increase as homes get older and as we stress electrical systems with 

more and bigger appliances.  Consumer reports Jim Nanni shows warning signs that 

could mean your home's electrical system is overtaxed.  Another problem to look for 

loose connection plugs that don't fit snuggly.  Now this outlet feels a little bit loose.  You 

can see this transformer can easily pull out creating a shock hazard.  Outlets like this 

should be replaced.  Extension cords can also cause problems. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 09/06/01, LENGTH 1:37 MIN., LOCAL 

An alarming 80 percent of children riding in car seats aren't getting the protection they 

should.  Consumer reports has important advice for parents tonight.  Many parents really 

have to struggle to put in their child's car seat.  When local police offer inspections, they 

find lots of problems.  You could tighten the tether anchor a little bit more, tighter to the 

back of the seat.  If a seat isn't installed properly, your child isn't adequately protected.  

Consumer reports, which has safety-tested seats for 30 years, says the first step is to make 

sure the seat fits snuggly in the car.  You want to push the seat down firmly, while you 

pull any slack out of the seat belt.  Make sure the shoulder belt is at shoulder level or 

slightly above.  Also, make sure that you can't fit more than two fingers between the strap 

and the child's shoulder.  You also need to make sure that the chest clip is at about armpit 

level to keep the straps together.  Now the seat can do the best job of protecting your 

child.  Every vehicle is different, so be sure to check your owner's manual.  You may find 

you need to use a locking clip to keep the seat belt tight.  Locking clips usually come 

with a car seat or you can ask the manufacturer to send you one. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 09/02/01, LENGTH 1:19 MIN., LOCAL 

One-third of all lawn mowers sold these days are self-propelled.  Instead of you doing the 

pushing, they do most of the work for you.  In this segment of consumer watch, Action 

News reporter Craig Fiegener takes a look at some that are a cut above the rest.  With a 

big, hilly yard, this man thinks his self-propelled mower is a godsend.  The powered 

wheels make the work much easier.  The very best in the tests was this one, the John 

Deere, model JX75.  It left the grass as smooth as a carpet.  It also has a handy clutch that 

stops the blade, but lets the engine keep running when you have to empty the bag.  But at 

$800, it's expensive.  For much less, this one has a handy push button starter and did 

almost as good a job at cutting and mulching.  It's the Cub Cadet, model S621SS.  It costs 

$530.  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 09/07/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

The Bush administration wants to soften government regulation of nursing homes.  The 

plan would inspect facilities with good records less often.  A spokesman also says the 

administration is posting a nursing-home "consumer guide" up on the internet. 
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OPRAH: PROFESSION CONFESSIONS, 09/05/01, LENGTH :60 MIN., 

SYNDICATION 

Oprah talked to professionals who share their favorite, little-known tricks of the trade, 

from an executive chef who gives us the straight story on what really goes on in the 

kitchens of some of our favorite restaurants, to travel experts who offers the inside scoop 

on the great, hidden deals.  Their insider tips, and behind the scenes secrets can help you 

get the most for your money.  

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/03/01, LENGTH  :30 SEC., LOCAL 

City of Fresno representatives told Action News that "cool centers" may be opened in 

times of extreme heat.  They are keeping a close watch on emergency calls for heat-

related illnesses and if they go up, the centers will be opened.  If you're looking for ways 

to keep cool, you can log onto abc30.com and click on summer safety tips.  You can also 

check out the complete list of cool centers in the area. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Landmark legislation requiring California gun buyers to get a license appears to be on the 

fast track in Sacramento.  The Senate public safety committee passed the measure.  It 

goes next to a senate committee.  The measure would require gun buyers to pass a written 

test, and demonstrate they know how to safely handle a firearm.  Supporters say they're 

confident the measure will pass and be signed by Governor Davis. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/04/01, LENGTH 1:04 MIN., LOCAL 

Many south valley families are enjoying the outdoors.  But while they are out having fun, 

fire officials hope people are safe and responsible.  They say using illegal fireworks is not 

only dangerous, but also a serious crime.  If you're eager to light up the night on this 

Fourth of July, fire officials are asking you to buy safe and sane fireworks from local 

stands.  An example of safe and sane fireworks are ones that do not leave the ground and 

don't make a boom.  If they make a loud noise, they are not legal.  They want people to 

be safe and responsible and not use illegal fireworks like explosive toys.  If they were to 

land on your shake shingle roof, your house would burn up.  Among the most dangerous 

ones are the black cat fireworks.  If you're caught using them, you will be cited and face a 

misdemeanor or felony charge. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/05/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

More than 32 million Americans are traveling on the roads this Fourth of July holiday.  

Ever since Firestone recalled millions of its tires for coming apart in the heat, tire safety 

on all vehicles with all types of tires has become a serious concern.  There is currently no 

industry or government standard on tires; that means no clear line that separates a good 

tire from a bad one.  Tire experts say the key is knowing not just how many tires fail, but 

exactly how they're failing. 
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/06/01, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

You could be compensated for injuries or damage as a result of a rolling blackout if a bill 

in the Assembly becomes law.  The state legislation would hold power generators 

responsible for any Californian who may be injured during forced outages.  

Assemblywoman Sarah Reyes says generators have manipulated the energy market and 

need to be held liable.  She says it's a matter of public safety. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/09/01, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

The summer heat might be a real threat to your kids safety without you even realizing it.  

Many parents leave their kids locked in hot cars to run a "quick" errand, but as Ann 

McDermont shows us, the results might be deadly.  A police officer tries to pass a cup of 

water to two children locked in a van.  In the past five years, 120 children in the U S have 

died in hot cars.  The children literally bake in the car in a matter of minutes.  They can't 

breathe, they begin to lose consciousness, their brain, their heart, all of their body's 

systems shut down, and when the core temperature of the child reaches 108-degrees, they 

die.  Only a handful of states have specific laws against leaving children alone in 

vehicles, and organizations like the safe kids campaign are working to up that number 

and raise awareness.  Its corporate sponsor, General Motors, is distributing these 

pamphlets, and it has developed a new sensor system, that will remind parents a child is 

in the car, in case they forget.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/12/01, LENGTH :21 LOCAL 

The next time you see a baby in a playpen, make sure there are no pillows or quilts 

inside.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission is joining forces with the Mattel 

Company to warn parents about playpen dangers.  Soft bedding material can cause babies 

to smother.  The government agency believes there's a link between soft bedding and the 

deaths of nearly a hundred babies in playpens since 1988.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/17/01, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The best selling minivan in America is getting low points when it comes to new crash 

tests.  The 2001 Dodge Grand Caravan is one of the worst performers when it comes to 

crashes, according to the insurance institute for highway safety.  Fuel leaked from the gas 

tank after a 40 mile per hour head on crash test.  The same results were reported for the 

town and country in which has the same design as the caravan.  Daimler Chrysler 

disagrees with the findings but has fixed the problem in the 2002 models.  The 2001 

Hyundai Elantra also tested poorly.  In repeat crash tests the driver's side air bag 

deployed late, posing the risk of severe head injury. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/19/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

City leaders say they're looking into making Fresno city hall less vulnerable.  Concerns 

are being raised after a woman rammed her car into the front doors of city hall yesterday.  

Police say Rene Lacentra tried to run over police officers, who were then forced to shoot 

her.  Lacentra is in serious condition tonight.  Police say she has told them that she 

wanted officers to kill her.  City leaders are looking at possible safety solutions, including 

concrete planters out front to protect the building. 
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/19/01, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

Federal safety officials are pushing for Firestone to recall more tires.  According to a 

report in USA Today, the national highway traffic safety administration wants the tire 

company to issue a broader recall.  Firestone recalled more than six million tires last year 

after hundreds of deadly accidents were linked to failed tires.  Firestone has admitted 

problems with the recalled tires but says it's other tires are safe and there is no need for a 

broader recall. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/22/01, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

It's dry in the mountains, and visitors to the Sequoia National forest are being asked to do 

their part in preventing forest fires.  Campfires will only be allowed in campgrounds and 

designated "fire safe" areas.  Smoking is also prohibited except in cars and at 

campgrounds.  Off-roading is also not allowed.  The restrictions are in effect until the end 

of the fire season, usually around mid-September. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/24/01, LENGTH :30 SEC., 

No matter what kind of car you drive, there is one thing many American drivers have in 

common: talking on the phone.  The national highway traffic safety administration says 3 

percent of all drivers are using handheld cell phones at any given time.  We found that 

females are using cell phones more often than males.  We found that whites are bigger 

users of cell phones that blacks or other racial groups, and we found that weekdays, we 

had more use on weekdays than weekends, and during non rush hours than during rush.  

Their study is based on data collected by researchers who observed more than 12,000 

thousand vehicles every day of the week during October and November last year.  The 

observations were made at 640 intersections nationwide. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 07/03/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Smoke alarms can cut your chances of dying in a house fire roughly in half.  Consumer 

Reports says, only if you put them in the right place and check them regularly.  In this 

consumer watch, Action News reporter Craig Fiegener shares some tips.  This man 

escaped from his burning home thanks to a smoke alarm that sounded in his basement.  

The fire caught and then just exploded all over the room, basically just went everywhere.  

Fire experts agree that he was smart to have an alarm in his basement; alarms should be 

installed on every floor.  But, you can't put alarms just anywhere.  Smoke when it starts 

to bank up to the ceiling has a tendency to curl around and miss this zone that's up in this 

corner.  If you're putting an alarm up on the ceiling, make sure it's about four inches away 

from the wall.  If you're putting it on the wall, make sure it's about four inches down from 

the ceiling.  But, keep clear of the kitchen because of false alarms.  Also avoid windows 

and doors leading outside because of drafts. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/09/01, LENGTH  

Summertime means pool time and a boost in sales of those relaxing floatation devices.  

But do they really help your kids learn to swim and are they safe?  Reporter Cheryle 

Keck went to the pool to find out.  Ulrey says these devices make great teaching tools 

but, only with adult supervision and without that, any device can be dangerous.  Floaties 
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can slip off a child's arm and those Styrofoam noodles can slip out from under them.  If 

you want more information about swimming classes across the valley just call the 

American Red Cross. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/03/01, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

Castrol Motor Oil, is looking for drivers who ensure the safety of their passengers.  Five 

people will be picked from throughout the country.  The overall winner will get a P-T 

Cruiser.  People can submit nominees along with an essay explaining how the person 

nominated makes safety behind the wheel their number one priority. 

 

 NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/09/01, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

Since the video of that chain reaction crash is getting so much attention, we wanted to 

talk about car safety this morning.  We'll begin with anti-lock brakes, and we'll take you 

back to that scene in Southern California.  Incredibly, no one was seriously hurt, thanks 

to the advances in technology.  This is the kind of out-of-control braking an anti-lock 

system is supposed to prevent.  Compared to a standard braking system, it provides a 

dramatic improvement in car safety.  When you hit the brakes with full force, the wheels 

would lock up and the car would become impossible to steer.  Now with anti lock brakes, 

you can hit the brakes with full force and the car will be controlled.  That's why experts 

say anti-lock brakes are worth every penny.   

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/30/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Parents and carmakers seem to be listening.  A new survey shows there's a significant 

decrease in the number of deaths involving airbags and children.  The national safety 

council says the number has dropped 90 percent in the past five years.  It credits stronger 

seat belt laws and improvements in air bag technology.  But it also says some parents are 

still not listening to safety recommendations:  Children under 12 should still ride in the 

back seat, if your vehicle has driver and passenger side airbags. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/30/01, LENGTH 1:15 MIN., LOCAL 

The big Labor Day weekend is upon us and as Action News reporter Keith Garvin shows 

us, the highways will be awfully busy.  Some people think highway travel starts once you 

fill up the gas tank.  But mechanics and travel experts say it begins long before that.  

They say people aren't paying enough attention to other aspects of travel, leaving many 

drivers a little nervous.  The Automobile Association of America has some advice:  

Check your vehicle's fluid levels before you hit the road.  Make sure your tires and spare 

are in good condition and have enough air.  And if you have kids, make sure they're in 

seat belts or car seats. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/31/01, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

John Walsh created the show "America's Most Wanted" several years after his own son, 

Adam, was killed.  Since then, Walsh has dedicated his life to making sure no one else 

has to live through what he did.  With 4500 children abducted by strangers each year, 

ABC's Karen Chase has some of John Walsh's suggestions on how to keep kids safe.  
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NEWSCAST 5PM, 08/09/01, LENGTH 1:37 MIN, LOCAL 

An alarming 80 percent of children riding in car seats aren't getting the protection they 

should.  Consumer Reports has important advice for parents tonight.  Many parents really 

have to struggle to put in their child's car seat.  When local police offer inspections, they 

find lots of problem.  You could tighten the tether anchor a little bit more, tighter to the 

back of the seat.  If a seat isn't installed properly, your child isn't adequately protected.  

Consumer Reports, which has safety-tested seats for 30 years, says the first step is to 

make sure the seat fits snuggly in the car.  Every vehicle is different, so be sure to check 

your owner's manual.  You may find you need to use a locking clip to keep the seat belt 

tight.  Locking clips usually come with a car seat or you can ask the manufacturer to send 

you one. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 09/02/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A baby carrier made out of cloth is being recalled because support rings on it could 

break, dumping out the baby.  The consumer product safety commission says the Maya 

wrap is made out of a cotton fabric with two metal support rings.  There have been 20 

reports of rings breaking and once, an infant fell out.  The carriers were sold on the web 

and by distributors from January through July.  The company says if you have one, stop 

using it immediately. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/05/01, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Featured Organization:  Marjaree Mason Center.  For years, the Marjoree Mason Center 

has served battered women and their children.  They have offered a safe place for women 

to go.  They receive help, comfort and counseling.  Now the Marjoree Mason Center is 

offering something new to an under served group of women.  It’s called the Van Ness 

Sorority House and is a private family residence and most recently, an adult residential 

facility.  They provide housing for women with no children and are homeless.  Their 

main goal is to provide clients with a safe and healing environment and to achieve 

personal and financial independence. 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 07/12/01, LENGTH :30 LOCAL 

A valley congressman was on Capitol Hill and voicing his concern over the future of 

agriculture and the energy crisis.  He said his farmers are affected and they can't afford to 

be without power.  Congressman George Radanovich joined other House agriculture 

leaders to show their support for the president's energy plan.  Meanwhile, the House 

approved a 74 billion dollar bill to provide money for federal agricultural programs. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 07/26/01, LENGTH: 30 SEC., LOCAL 

Valley farmers should be very pleased with the state budget.  Governor Davis signed the 

state budget yesterday.  It includes the largest tax cuts for agriculture in California's 

history.  Farm machinery and diesel fuel used for agriculture will be permanently exempt 

from the state sales tax.  Education will get a two and a half billion dollar boost, and low 
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income seniors will get seventy-five million dollars in tax credits.  Davis says an 

important project for Fresno remains in the budget. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/01/01, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Valley agriculture is facing a triple threat: less water, fewer jobs, and rising energy 

prices.  The Fresno Irrigation District usually provides water to growers for six months, 

March through August.  But this year, deliveries didn't begin until May -- and the flow of 

water is being shut- off a month early.  The problem is a low Sierra snow pack, and 

below normal runoff into the Kings River.  It's forcing growers to use well water, which 

is very expensive. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/06/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

California farmers say they've been in a slump across the board for the past few years.  

They say they've been pushing for this kind of tax relief for months to help level the 

playing field.  Unlike farmers in most other states, Keith Nilmeier pays taxes on his farm 

equipment and diesel fuel used on the farm, but those days are ending.  A new bill 

eliminates the sales tax on all farm equipment and parts on diesel fuel farmers use and 

propane used in rural communities and farms.  Governor Davis is coming to the valley 

tomorrow to sign it into law.  For Nilmeier, it means about $5000 a year in fuel and about 

500 dollars for tractors. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/12/01, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

It's a program for students interested in agriculture and related fields.  The freshmen 

moved into the dorms tonight and started getting their first taste of college life.  Classes 

here at Fresno State don't start for another week.  But twenty-four incoming freshmen 

from the Central Valley are already learning what dorm life and college are all about.  

These students are getting this opportunity because of a USDA grant created to promote 

agricultural science and technology.  This is a very nurturing program that students get 

the privilege of living on campus, having their meals here, meeting students, and meeting 

faculty.  The program is only in its second year, but it's growing.  Nine more students are 

here than last year.  Coordinators say it's not just about promoting agriculture.  It's about 

giving students the tools to hit the ground running when they start their college career.  

To qualify for the program, the students were recommended by a counselor or faculty 

member.  Coordinators say it's proving very successful because most of the students who 

went through it last year are still agriculture majors. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 08/10/01, LENGTH 2:04 MIN., LOCAL 

Genetically, modified crops that produce their own pesticides are under new scrutiny.  It's 

been six years since the Environmental Protection Agency approved their use.  Those 

approvals are set to expire in September unless EPA renews them.  Curt Epstein reports, 

despite controversy over some of the crops, most are apparently here to stay.  Until 1995, 

this was the main way farmers could control crop-eating insects; spraying pesticides.  

Then, farmers got a new weapon; genetically modified crops that protect themselves.  

The plants make a toxin called BT which kills the pests that eat them.  Protestors rallied 

after studies showed the pollen from BT corn could kill endangered Monarch butterflies.  

That risk is still an open question. 
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NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/18/01, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Farmers say a ban on California fruit will have devastating effects for the valley's 

agricultural  economy.  Mexico has banned California stone fruit -- like apricots, peaches, 

plums and nectarines from entering the country.  Now, only fruit treated with the 

pesticide methyl bromide can be exported.  But this pesticide is being phased out because 

it's considered toxic and reduces the shelf-life of the fruit.  Clovis farmer Pat Ricchuiti 

says this ban is just the latest in a series of setbacks for valley agriculture. 

 

AG USA - RAISINS, WORLD’S FAVORITE FRUIT, 07/21/01, :30 MIN., 

SYNDICATION 

The raisin industry which started by accident in California following the end of the Gold 

Rush is best demonstrated by a 2000 grower member cooperative producing 50% of the 

U.S., domestic supply and 20% of the world’s output.  John Stearns and the AG-USA 

crew visited the San Joaquin Valley to see first hand the harvesting, processing, 

packaging and marketing of one of the world’s favorite fruits.  

 

AG USA - AG-CHEMICALS AND THE ENVIRONMENT, 8/4/01, :30 MIN., 

SYNDICATED. 

AG-chemicals are a necessary part of successful farming, but what are the long-term 

effects on the environment with the continual use of these chemicals?  John Stearn and 

the AG-USA camera traveled to Medford, Oregon and the Rogue River Valley which is 

the heart of the most productive pear producing region in the country.  Growers, 

scientists, and researchers are witnessed conducting extensive testing on land, water, and 

air measuring chemical residues. 

 

AG USA - AG-CHEMICALS AND THE ENVIRONMENT, 8/4/01, :30 MIN., 

SYNDICATED 
Ag chemicals are a necessary part of successful farming, but what are the long term 

effects on the environment with the continual use of these chemicals?  John Stearn and 

the AG-USA camera traveled to Medford, Oregon and the Rogue River Valley which is 

the heart of the most productive pear producing region in the country.  Growers, 

scientists, and researchers are witnessed conducting extensive testing on land, water, and 

air measuring chemical residues. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 08/11/01, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL  

California farmers say they've been in a slump across the board for the past few years.  

They say they've been pushing for this kind of tax relief for months to help level the 

playing field.  Unlike farmers in most other states, Keith Nilmeier pays taxes on his farm 

equipment and diesel fuel used on the farm, but those days are ending.  A new bill 

eliminates the sales tax on all farm equipment and parts.  On diesel fuel farmers use and 

propane used in rural communities and farms.  Governor Davis is coming to the valley 

tomorrow to sign it into law.  
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AG USA-BIG CITY- SMALL ANIMALS, 08/18/01, 30 MIN  SYNDICATION 

When it comes to looking out for animals welfare the nation’s 50,000 veterinarians are at 

the forefront.  AG-USA traveled across the country to see how these professionals meet 

the many challenges of providing quality care to companion animals.  

 

 

 

SEASONAL PSA LIST AS OF AUGUST 21: 

 

 

:30 P23 RED LIGHT RUNNERS 

:30 P25 RED LIGHT RUNNERS  

:30 P29 HISPANIC CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 

:30 P11 HOSPICE 

:30 P21 DRUG FREE 

:30 P24 DRUG FREE 

:30 P85 TREE FRESNO: BREEZE 

:30 P08 ABC30 / CLOVIS DRUG NO SMOKING 

:30 P09 TEEN PREGNANCY 

:30 P60 CHILDREN'S TV REPORT  

:30 P37 AD FEDERATION/ BIG BRO BIG SISTER  

:30  P53 RED CROSS (GRACE) 

:30 P84 LEUKEMIA/LYMPHOMA  

:30 P57 DOMUS MITIS  FOUNDATION EVENT 

:30 P95 EXCEPTIONAL PARENTS UNLIMITED 

:30 P90 FIRE ANTS 

:30 P30 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

:30 P75 ABC30/CENTRAL CA BLOOD DRIVE 

:30 P20 ABC30/FIG GIG 

:30 P64 FLU SHOTS 

:30 P61 HARVEST FESTIVAL 

:15 P55 MARJOREE MASON TOP TEN NOMINEES 

:15 P22 STARLIGHT HARVEST 

:15 P58 RED CROSS (GRACE) 

:10 P96 TREE:  JOIN 

:10 P05 DRUG/BROTHER 

:60 P28 COMPREHENSIVE ALCOHOL/TEEN DRINKING 

 


