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COMMUNITY ISSUES 
07/01/14 – 09/30/14 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THRID QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 
Public Service Announcements that aired:  
 
 

July 9, 2014 

A bike ride that started with just a handful of cyclists several years ago has turned into one of the 
biggest fundraisers in the state.  A Ride To Remember is taking off from Simpsonville on July 18 and 
ends July 20 on the South Carolina coast in Charleston.  The three-day tour covers 250 miles and is 
expected to be completed by nearly 200 riders who each need to raise a minimum of $300.  The money 
goes to support the Alzheimer's Association, the world's leading voluntary health organization in 
Alzheimer's care, support and research.   Locally, the South Carolina Chapter of the Alzheimer's 
Association serves the entire state of South Carolina through a network of area offices in Anderson, 
Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, Myrtle Beach and Spartanburg.  Alzheimer's disease is both a global 
and national epidemic. Worldwide, more than 35 million people are living with the disease.   In the U.S. 
alone, an estimated 5.4 million people have Alzheimer's, and more than 15 million are serving as their 
caregivers.   Alzheimer's is the only cause of death among the top 10 in the United States without a way 
to prevent, cure or even slow its progression.  The Ride To Remember is hoping even more people can 
help donate to their cause. For more information, head to www.aridetoremember.org.  

 
 
July 10, 2014 

One couple's generosity is the reason one dog is alive and well. Lauren Utz lost both of her dogs this 
past weekend, but with the help of family and strangers she was able to find Kali and Kobe.  Utz was 
then faced with another obstacle. While apart, Kobe had been hit by a car leaving him with several 
bruises and collapsed lungs. Kobe needed life-saving surgery immediately, but the price tag was $1,000 
and the vet needed $710 up front. Utz didn't have the money and said tears started rolling down her 
face.  "I was a little distressed. I kind of took a deep breath and went and sat down to figure out what I 
was going to do," Utz said.  A young couple was in the animal hospital at the same time Lauren got her 

http://www.aridetoremember.org/
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news.  "The woman poked her head out the door and said ‘don't worry it's been taken care of'. I was 
just kind of confused and shocked at first," Utz said.  She then found out the complete strangers had 
paid $710 for Kobe's surgeries.  "The three of us just hugged in the vet's office. I have no idea who they 
are, but I love them because my boy would not be doing well if it wasn't for them," Utz explained.  Kobe 
is on his way to a full recovery thanks to a life-saving gift from a couple of Good Samaritans. A moment 
Lauren says she'll never forget.  "I just want them to know how incredibly grateful I am and that my 
dogs  are my world and if something would've happened to Kobe that night," Utz said.  "I don't know 
what I would've done, but solely because of them, they saved his life."  The couple who paid for the 
surgeries didn't want to be identified, but said in a telephone interview that they weren't looking for 
any type of payback, and that they were blessed by just making someone else's day a little brighter. 

 

July 11, 2014 

A family is devastated and health officials are searching for answers after a 9-year-old Kansas girl died 
from a "brain-eating amoeba" after swimming over the Fourth of July weekend.   The obituary for Hally 
"Bug" Nicole Yust says she passed away on Wednesday.  The Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment confirms that someone in Johnson County died from primary amoebic 
meningoencephalitis (PAM) caused by Naegleria fowleri.   Naegleria fowleri is commonly referred to as 
the "brain-eating amoeba" or "brain-eating ameba" and is a free-living amoeba found in freshwater.  
Officials have not determined exactly where the Spring Hill girl contracted the infection. She apparently 
had been swimming in several area lakes.   Hally's obituary says she had a lifelong passion to be a 
college basketball player.   "Hally knew no stranger and lived life to the fullest, enjoying waterskiing, 
water sports of any kind, farming with Dad, video making, song writing, and spending time with friends 
and family. As a giver, caretaker, sister, daughter, and friend, Hally was the light to the world and a 
blessing to all," they wrote.   Initial laboratory examination has identified the presence of Naegleria 
fowleri in a specimen from Hally. Additional laboratory testing by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention is pending.   This is the second known case of PAM caused by Naegleria fowleri in 
Kansas. The first case occurred in 2011.  The investigation into Hally's death indicates there were several 
potential fresh water exposures in Kansas, so the actual source of the infection cannot be determined.  
Naegleri fowleri can be found in freshwater environments around the world, but infection causing PAM 
is extremely rare. From 1962 to 2013, there have been 132 cases reported in the United States, with 34 
of those cases occurring from 2004 to 2013. Most cases have occurred in southern-tier states. The risk 
of infection is very low, but increases during the summer months when water temperatures rise and 
more people participate in water-related activities. The infection typically occurs when the amoeba 
enters the body through the nose while the person is swimming underwater or diving and travels to the 
brain.  "We are very saddened to learn of this unfortunate circumstance, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with the family and friends during this difficult time," said Robert Moser, MD, KDHE secretary and 
state health officer in a news release. "It is important for the public to know that infections like these 
are extremely rare and there are precautions one can take to lower their risk - such as nose plugs."  
Symptoms usually appear about five days after infection, but can range between one and seven days, 
and include headache, fever, nausea and vomiting, stiff neck, confusion, lack of attention to people and 
surroundings, loss of balance and bodily control, seizures, and hallucinations. This infection cannot be 
spread from person to person or contracted from a properly maintained swimming pool. 
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Though the risk of infection is extremely low, the following precautions might decrease the possibility of 
infection: Hold your nose shut, use nose clips, or keep your head above water when taking part in 
water-related activities in bodies of warm freshwater. Avoid putting your head under the water in hot 
springs and other untreated thermal waters. Avoid water-related activities in warm freshwater during 
periods of high water temperature. Avoid digging in, or stirring up, the sediment while taking part in 
water-related activities in shallow, warm freshwater areas.  There is no known way to control the 
occurrence of Naeglaria fowleri in freshwater lakes and rivers.  A Celebration of Life in Hally's honor will 
be held at 4 p.m. Monday at Life Church, 16111 S. Lone Elm Rd., Olathe, KS. 

 

July 11, 2014 

Chrysler is recalling 895,000 SUVs for fire risk. The problem: the lights in the vanity mirrors.  The 
company said that the recalled vehicles had previously had their vanity mirrors repaired, but that the 
wiring may not have been correctly reassembled by the dealer, posing a fire risk.  Chrysler said there 
were three injuries tied to the problem, all in vehicles which had been serviced.  The vehicles involved 
are the 2011-2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee and Dodge Durangos. Only vehicles which were previously 
serviced are included in the recall.  Some of these vehicles were included in a previous recall of 870,000 
Grand Cherokees and Durangos to fix a brake problem.  The industry has recalled a record number of 
vehicles this year. General Motors alone has recalled nearly 30 million vehicles and has faced harsh 
criticism after admitting that it had failed to recall millions of vehicles with faulty ignition switches tied 
to at least 13 deaths, even though its knew of the problem a decade earlier.  GM's woes have prompted 
other automakers to rethink their recall procedures. Sergio Marchionne, CEO of Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles, told reporters, "On recall issues, you're going to see a heightened level of sensitivity. You 
may see excessive corrective actions." He later added "There's no doubt that the industry is going to 
have to adjust to a new paradigm. This is permanent."  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration announced last month that it is investigating several Chrysler Group vehicles for an 
ignition problem very similar to the one at the center of the GM recall crisis. 

 

Aug. 11, 2014 

Utility crews, Greenville police and rescue crews were excavating an area near where a sinkhole was 
reported at Haywood and Airport roads after searchers discovered a van trapped beneath the roadway. 
Capt. Mike Madden with the Greenville Police Department confirmed that flood waters pulled a van 
into a culvert Saturday night, causing the vehicle to get lodged in a pipe.  The van was removed from 
the sinkhole around 4 p.m. Monday.   Madden said the van was unoccupied.  Search crews had been 
scouring the creek beds and sewer drains for a man who was seen, along with a woman who was later 
found dead, being swept away by flood waters Saturday night.  The man's body was found in a pond 
nearby on Monday afternoon.   On July 31, that same area was shut down after a sinkhole opened 
following another period of heavy rain and storms. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26242267/greenville-firefighters-search-for-pair-swept-away-by-flood-waters
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26242267/greenville-firefighters-search-for-pair-swept-away-by-flood-waters
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26251215/rescuers-body-of-man-swept-away-in-greenville-floods-found
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26251215/rescuers-body-of-man-swept-away-in-greenville-floods-found
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26168077/sinkhole-closes-greenville-co-artery
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Aug. 11, 2014 

The local Red Cross is in urgent need of financial support from the community as volunteer teams 
continue damage assessment and outreach operations in Greenville County on Monday in the wake of 
the recent flooding, according to John Wareham, Chief Public Affairs Officer of the American Red Cross 
of the Western Carolinas.  On Monday, Wareham said more than 30 volunteers continued to survey the 
affected areas and identify homes that may have incurred flood damage.   Wareham said a Red Cross 
Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV) was dispatched to the apartment complexes along Villa Road where 
volunteers are distributing clean-up kits, snacks and recovery information to residents after 80 
apartments were damaged in the flooding.  According to a release, the Red Cross of the Western 
Carolinas responds to an average of 2-3 disaster per day in its 27-county region that spans upstate 
South Carolina and western North Carolina. To make a donation, call (864) 271-8222 or go to 
www.RedCross.org. 

 

Sept. 3, 2014 

One of the Ebola patients treated in Atlanta spoke to the media for the first time after surviving the 
often deadly disease. Nancy Writebol walked in the room with a broad smile as she and her husband 
David were greeted by reporters at a press conference in Charlotte, NC Wednesday.  Writebol looked 
happy and healthy, a far cry from when she was wheeled into Emory University Hospital on a stretcher a 
month ago to be treated for Ebola.  "It is a special day," said an emotional SIM President Bruce Johnson. 
"This is kind of her coming out party."  "Two months ago, our world was turned upside down," Johnson 
added.  "I am so humbled that God would return Nancy to health when so many are dying," said David 
Writebol, Nancy's husband. "She is the best part of my life. I am so thankful that she is with me still."  
Both Johnson and David Writebol regularly tried to turn the focus away from Nancy's recovery and put 
the focus on the thousands touched by Ebola in Africa.  "There continues to be a need for concern in 
West Africa. There continues to be a need for action," David Writebol said.   When Nancy Writebol 
came forward to speak, she had a broad smile.  "It is wonderful to be with you," she said. "I say good 
morning to Liberia. Our prayers are with you, our prayers are for you."  "This is not our story, this is 
God's story," said Nancy Writebol before addressing reporters.  Nancy Writebol said on July 22, she 
woke up and was not feeling well. She went into work for a while before leaving to go to the doctor. She 
said she felt like she had malaria, which she had once before.   The hospital test came back positive for 
malaria and she was treated. But when the standard treatment was over, Nancy Writebol said she was 
not feeling better.  "We know you don't have Ebola. You don't have the symptoms," Nancy Writebol 
said her doctor told her. "We're going to take this test just to be sure and set everyone's mind at ease."  
Days later, she was resting at home when David Writebol came home with the doctor. Her husband told 
her their friend and colleague Kent Brantly had Ebola.  "My heart sank," Nancy Writebol said.  "I also 
need to tell you, that you have Ebola," said David Writebol to his wife.  "David came up to give me a 
hug," said Nancy Writebol. "I knew how dangerous that was and I put up my hands and said 'no.' I had 
no clue what was going to happen."  The survivor said although she kept her faith, it was not always 
easy. 

http://www.cbs46.com/story/26185944/second-ebola-infected-patient-to-arrive-in-atlanta-tuesday-first-patients-condition-improves


  

 9 

"There were many mornings I woke up and said 'I'm alive,' and there were many mornings I woke up 
and said 'I don't think I can make it any more.'"  Nancy Writebol explained just how sick she was when 
she boarded the airplane for Atlanta. She explained how the crew had to load her on to the plane using 
the baggage conveyer belt.  However, Nancy Writebol persevered and made small signs of progression 
every day.Doctors were unsure if she would be able to walk during the treatment. Tired of lying in bed, 
she mustered up the energy to get up.   "I sat up on the side of the bed and decided I was going to the 
bathroom and to the shower," said Nancy Writebol. A nurse spotted her and ran to help her, but Nancy 
Writebol was able to walk and showed improvement.  Nancy Writebol was released from Emory in 
August. Days later, her colleague Kent Brantly also walked out of the hospital. He addressed the media 
from Emory.  

 

Sept. 24, 2014   

The CDC confirmed the first two cases of enterovirus-68 inSouth Carolina on Tuesday night.  The 
Department of Health and Environmental Control said the patients are residents of the Upstate.   "We 
requested lab support from the CDC shortly after this virus was on the rise in other parts of the 
country," said State Epidemiologist Dr. Linda Bell. "We also asked hospitals who see a significant 
increase in cases of enterovirus respiratory infections or an increase in severe viral respiratory illness to 
notify us."  "This evening's lab confirmations serve as a reminder that there are steps you can take to 
protect yourself against this and other respiratory illnesses," she said.  A Greenville Health System 
spokesperson said two of the children were treated at their children's hospital and have since been 
released and are doing fine.   DHEC suggested the following preventative measures to prevent viral 
respiratory infections:  Good hand hygiene - Wash your hands often with soap and water for 20 
seconds. Good cough etiquette - Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your elbow when you 
cough or sneeze. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. Avoid kissing, 
hugging, and sharing cups or eating utensils with people who are sick. Disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces, such as toys and doorknobs, especially if someone is sick. Stay home from work or school if 
you are ill and seek consultation from a healthcare provider. 

 

Sept. 26, 2014 

Thousands of doses of experimental Ebola vaccines should be available in the coming months and could 
eventually be given to health care workers and other people at high risk of the deadly disease, the 
World Health Organization said Friday.  Public health experts are exploring experimental therapies and 
unconventional means of stopping the Ebola outbreak sweeping West Africa because it is picking up 
steam and has defied the typical methods used to stem Ebola's spread.  The number of deaths linked to 
the disease has now passed 3,000, according to a WHO toll published Friday. In just two days, more 
than 150 people died in Liberia, the hardest-hit country. And WHO has warned that even those high 
tolls might be an underestimate as patients fear going to hospitals or are turned away from 
overcrowded facilities. 

http://www.cbs46.com/story/26338707/ebola-patient-nancy-writebol-released-from-hospital
http://www.cbs46.com/story/26338707/ebola-patient-nancy-writebol-released-from-hospital
http://www.cbs46.com/story/26334193/ebola-patient-to-be-present-at-news-conference
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No vaccine has yet been proved to be safe or effective in humans, said Marie-Paule Kieny, assistant 
director-general at WHO, who spoke at a news conference in Geneva that was later shared by email. 
Testing must first be done to ensure they are not harmful to people, some of which has already begun, 
she said.  The Canadian government has already donated 800 vials of one vaccine, which it developed 
before licensing to NewLink Genetics Corp. Kieny said the company is expected to produce several 
thousand more doses in the coming months. It's unclear how many doses the 800 vials hold because 
testing needs to be done to determine how large an effective dose is, but Kieny said it was probably 
about 1,500.  By the beginning of next year, there should be about 10,000 doses of another vaccine, 
developed by the U.S. National Institutes of Health and GlaxoSmithKline, Kieny said.  "This will not be a 
mass vaccination campaign," she said. Health workers or people known to have had contact with an 
infected person could be given a vaccine as early as January, as part of a bigger trial to test the shot's 
effectiveness, she said.  Kieny warned that until effectiveness is proven, anyone receiving a vaccine in 
this outbreak would still have to operate as if they are not protected against Ebola.  WHO has also 
prioritized using blood from Ebola survivors and says further studies are needed to determine if it can 
help people ill with the disease. Such blood transfusions have already been done on a small scale, 
notably in an American doctor who became infected in Liberia.  It might be possible to develop a serum 
treatment from the antibodies of many survivors rather than rely on direct blood transfusions from just 
one, said Kieny. Any such blood-based treatment would first need to be screened to ensure that other 
deadly diseases, including HIV or malaria, are not passed on.  Developing such a serum would require 
more extensive lab facilities and trained technicians, Kieny said. WHO is looking into whether those 
facilities can be put in place.  The outbreak, which has also touched Guinea, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and 
Senegal, is believed to have sickened more than 6,500 people. U.S. health experts have warned that the 
number of infected people could explode to 1.4 million by mid-January, but that it could peak well 
below that if the response is ramped up.  The outbreak has ballooned beyond a health crisis into an 
economic and humanitarian one. With growth already slowing dramatically in Guinea, Sierra Leone and 
Liberia, the International Monetary Fund approved $130 million in loans on Thursday for those three 
hardest-hit countries. That will fill about half the $300 million the fund estimates these countries will 
need in the coming months.  Meanwhile, in an unrelated Ebola outbreak in Congo, 70 people are 
thought to have been sickened and about 40 killed.  Cheng contributed to this report from London. 

 

Sept. 29, 2014 

The Greenville County coroner said a 3-month-old died in an accident, run over by a pickup truck at a 
family gathering on Saturday.  The incident took place on private property along Carman Trail in the 
Travelers Rest area just after 7:30 p.m. Deputy Coroner Kent Dill said family and friends were gathered 
outside of the home, including a young cousin who was holding the infant. Dill said the girl was holding 
the baby while sitting inside the parked Ford pick-up truck at a family gathering. He said the truck was 
not on but was parked with people standing and sitting around talking. At one point, someone asked to 
have the truck moved as it was in the way of another vehicle, so Jacob's mother pulled it forward about 
a truck's length, Dill said. After  she pulled the car up, secured it and got out of the truck, it rolled back, 
Dill said. He said the cousin and Jacob were still sitting inside. Dill said Jacob's mom ran to stop the truck 
but the door knocked her down and the cousin fell out of the truck. When she fell to the ground, Jacob 
fell out of her arms and was run over, according to Dill. 
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Family told the coroner that they drove him to North Greenville Hospital after they thought the truck hit 
the baby. Jacob was transferred to Greenville Memorial Hospital by ambulance and where he was 
pronounced dead.  After an autopsy, Dill said Jacob died from blunt force trauma to the pelvis and 
torso, ruling his death an accident.  The coroner's office and the SC Highway Patrol's MAIT team are 
investigating the incident.   Dill said the female cousin was scraped up in the accident but was not taken 
to the hospital. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Jobs, Economy, Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 13 

PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 

 
 

Problem/Need:  JOBS, ECONOMY, GROWTH 
 
 
 

July 7, 2014 

Several businesses are looking to hire more than 50 employees  in the Upstate at upcoming 
recruitment events.   One event is looking to hire between 50 to 75 industrial cleaners in Greer and 
machine operators in Duncan, according to a news release from SC Works.  Applicants for the industrial 
cleaning jobs must be able to lift up to 50 pounds, bend, stoop, squat, work in confined areas and work 
a flexible schedule. According to the news release, the job pays $10 hourly.   SC Works said applicants 
for both jobs must be able to pass a drug test and background check.   The event will be held between 
10 a.m. and noon Tuesday at SC Works located at 133 Wilmac Rd., in Gaffney.   For more information 
and to register, which is necessary, go to www.scworks.org.  On Wednesday, Bi-Lo will be holding a job 
fair for part-time positions at several Upstate locations.   The grocery store chain will be accepting 
applications  and conducting on-site interviews between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at its store located at 3353 
Highway 72/221 East in Greenwood.   Bi-Lo said in a news release the available positions are for three 
Greenwood stores and one Abbeville store.   Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply on www.bi-
lo.com/careers/ prior to the job fair.  

 
 
July 8, 2014 
 

GE is hosting a groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday at the site of their new manufacturing facility in 
Greenville to announce their $400 million expansion.  The GE Advanced facility will be located on the 
company's Power and Water Greenville campus  off of Garlington Road.  The company said the 
investment  will come in the next 10 years through a 120,000-square-foot facility and generate 80 new, 
highly skilled jobs.  Gov. Nikki Haley, Sen. Lindsey Graham, Sen. Tim Scott and Greenville County Council 
Chairman Bob Taylor attended the ceremony along with GE Power & Water President and CEO  Steve 
Bolze.  

 

July 18, 2014 

Several Upstate recruiters will be hosting job fairs during the first week of summer.  On Tuesday, June 
24, Staffing Associates will be holding a recruitment event to fill up to 50 positions, ranging from CDL 
truck drivers to forklift operators to quality  inspectors.   The event will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
at Spartanburg Community College Tyger River Campus  on 1874 E. Main Street in Duncan.   The 
positions pay between $10-$14 per hour. They say applicants must undergo drug testing and 
background/reference checks.   All applicants must register at www.scworks.org and view job orders 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25956757/hiring-event-looks-to-fill-more-than-50-positions-in-the-upstate
http://www.scworks.org/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25956757/hiring-event-looks-to-fill-more-than-50-positions-in-the-upstate
http://www.bi-lo.com/careers/
http://www.bi-lo.com/careers/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25737484/ge-expanding-breaking-ground-on-greenville-facility
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25737484/ge-expanding-breaking-ground-on-greenville-facility
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25737484/ge-expanding-breaking-ground-on-greenville-facility
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25833378/job-fairs-held-for-upstate-compa
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25833378/job-fairs-held-for-upstate-compa
http://www.scworks.org/
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before the event.   Also on Tuesday, MAU Workforce Solutions  will be hiring forklift drivers for Kimura 
Logistics in Piedmont. The job fair will take place at the SC Works McAlister Square at 225 South 
Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville.   The positions require 6 months of forklift experience, a valid driver's 
license and a high school  diploma or GED.   The fair will go from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  They recommend 
applicants apply online  prior to the event at www.mau.com/kimura.  On Wed, June 25, Alorca will be 
holding a staffing event for inbound customer service  jobs with pay ranging from $8-$12.   The event 
will from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at SC Works at 220 East Kennedy St. in Spartanburg. Prior to the event, 
applicants must register at www.scworks.org and apply at www.aloricajobs.com  

 

July 23, 2014 
 

A groundbreaking was held for a new, world-class equestrian resort in western North Carolina.  Tryon 
Equestrian Partners and Salamander Hotels & Resorts announced their plans to open Tryon Resort in 
Mill Spring.   The resort will be located on a 1,400-acre property with 500 stables, miles of walking and 
bridle paths, and several structures including several homes.  Construction began earlier in 2014 and 
through the project, hundreds of permanent jobs will be created and tens of millions of dollars will be 
invested locally. Once completed, the equestrian facility will feature 10 riding arenas, including one that 
seats 6,000, a total of 1,000 permanent stalls, a covered riding facility, playground, tennis courts, 
mountain bike park, climbing walls, and more. "Our goal is to create a special place that focuses on the 
passion and love for both horses and horse sport," said Mark Bellissmo, managing  partner of Tryon 
Equestrian Partners. The resort will also feature Salamander's latest 150-room hotel. The company 
manages  several other large golf resorts in Florida and an equestrian-inspired resort near Washington, 
DC. 

 

Aug. 4, 2014 

Several businesses are looking to hire more than 50 employees  in the Upstate at upcoming 
recruitment events.   One event is looking to hire between 50 to 75 industrial cleaners in Greer and 
machine operators in Duncan, according to a news release from SC Works.  Applicants for the industrial 
cleaning jobs must be able to lift up to 50 pounds, bend, stoop, squat, work in confined areas and work 
a flexible schedule. According to the news release, the job pays $10 hourly.   SC Works said applicants 
for both jobs must be able to pass a drug test and background check.   The event will be held between 
10 a.m. and noon Tuesday at SC Works located at 133 Wilmac Rd., in Gaffney.   For more information 
and to register, which is necessary, go to www.scworks.org.  On Wednesday, Bi-Lo will be holding a job 
fair for part-time positions at several Upstate locations.   The grocery store chain will be accepting 
applications  and conducting on-site interviews between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at its store located at 3353 
Highway 72/221 East in Greenwood.   Bi-Lo said in a news release the available positions are for three 
Greenwood stores and one Abbeville store.   Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply on www.bi-
lo.com/careers/ prior to the job fair.  

 
 
 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25833378/job-fairs-held-for-upstate-compa
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25833378/job-fairs-held-for-upstate-compa
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25833378/job-fairs-held-for-upstate-compa
http://www.mau.com/kimura
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Aug. 20, 2014 

A major Upstate employer  announced they are establishing a new global headquarters in Charlotte, 
NC and relocating 1,300 jobs to the city.  Sealed Air Corporation , which is currently centered in 
Elmwood Park, NJ, said they plan to relocate all or part of their facilities over the next three years from 
most of their facilities, including those in Spartanburg and Greenville counties.   "We are confident 
Charlotte will provide a great environment for us to operate and grow our business  moving forward. 
This move will contribute to a stronger, one-company culture that will enable greater collaboration, 
efficiencies, and better use of our investments in people and new technologies," said Jerome A. 
Peribere, President and CEO of Sealed Air in a press release.  The company said in a press release that 
certain operation will continue at the Duncan facility.  They said the company's Simpsonville and Seneca 
sites will also continue their manufacturing  operations.   750 total jobs are expected to be moved out 
of the Duncan and Greenville sites.   Approximately 620 positions are reported to be affected at the 
Duncan location. The people affected are employed with managerial positions in the non-
manufacturing area that supports food care.   About 130 positions will be affected a the Greenville 
customer  call center.    In Simpsonville, will continue to maintain manufacturing operations, but 250 
positions will be affected.   A North Carolina committee that approves corporate  tax breaks approved 
up to $36 million over 12 years if the company meets job and investment targets, the Associated Press 
reported earlier on Wednesday.  

 
 
Aug. 23, 2014 
 

The Fowler family opened their business  more than 75 years ago.  It's the pick up and drop off spot for 
clothes and Barry Fowler's job is to tackle tough stains.  His family business is the Fowler Brothers 
Cleaners and Laundry in Spartanburg.   "We hope we can get it like you want it and if we can praise God, 
and if we can't - we're sorry," he said with a smile.  But there's a team who thinks they're just perfect.  
"We do their coaches' pants, their shirts and we definitely do players' jerseys and their pants," Fowler 
said.  The cleaners has a contract with the Carolina Panthers football team.  "It's good for public 
relations and we do thoroughly enjoy it," Fowler said.  And when the Panthers prowl into town for 
training camp to start a new season, employees  in town see a boost in business and so does the city of 
Spartanburg. The Panthers are celebrating 20 years of training camps at Wofford.  "It's immeasurable 
from an economic impact standpoint," Chris Jennings said.  He's the director of the Spartanburg 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.   "You can't buy this kind of advertising ," he said.  A 2011 study shows 
34,000 Panther fans visited Wofford College  during training camp at that time.  "The folks that came 
from more than 50 miles - they spent almost $2 million in this economy," Jennings said.  And he says 
numbers show this season there could be a 30 percent increase because visitors hit restaurants, 
businesses  or take on jobs in the city.  "We are putting up a Panther sign on the floor of the 
pavement," Elias Morales said.  He works with Johnston Outdoor Contracting  out of Georgia.  "I'm so 
happy to be here," Morales said.  And as Morales and his crew make their mark, Fowler hopes the 
Panthers will too - on their clothes, on the field and in the city of Spartanburg. Last season, more than 
45,000 fans attended training camp.  A Back to Football party will be held on Saturday, July 26 at 
Wofford College. The event will start at 4 p.m. and conclude at  6:30 p.m. And on Sunday, July 27, the 
NFL Play 60 event will be held for children from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m 
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Aug. 25, 2014 

 

A strong cold front has passed through today, and you probably felt the gusty winds behind the front 
this afternoon.  The cold front brought multiple tornado warnings through Tennessee, as well as 1 
tornado warning in Avery County, NC last night.  Luckily the storms moved into a less favorable 
environment for tornadoes as they pushed into the mountains.  We still saw some wicked storms with 
winds gusts at 60+ mph and hail across western NC.  The better side of this front will be the cooler and 
drier air we feel tonight and tomorrow. Overnight lows will drop to the low 60s in the Upstate and mid 
50s in the mountains.  Tuesday will bring some beautiful blue sky (the kind we often see in the fall!) and 
highs about 6-8 degrees cooler than normal.  Seriously... this is going to be some NICE weather for 
Tuesday AND Wednesday.  I hope you can take advantage and get outside for a bit each day!  An 
easterly flow takes over by late Thursday, and that will put a stop on our blue sky and low humidity.  
Rain chances will creep up Thursday night and through the weekend.   

 
Sept. 1, 2014 

Kohl's is set to open a new store in Greer and is looking to fill 100 part-time positions.  The Wade 
Hampton Boulevard store is set to open in September and is hosting a job fair through Wednesday to fill 
the open positions, including register operators, department associates, customer service  associates, 
early morning freight unloaders and evening ad set associates.  The job fair is being held at the 
Greenville Marriott located at One Parkway East in Greenville.  Monday, Aug. 4, 11:45 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, Aug. 5, 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Wednesday, Aug. 6, 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  For more information 
on the jobs and to apply online , visit KohlsCareers.com. 

 
 
Sept. 9, 2014 

South Carolina senators are considering whether changes are needed to make it easier to get rid of 
incompetent teachers.  Republican Sen. Paul Thurmond of Charleston complains the formal evaluation 
process for dismissing teachers in "continuing contract" status can take several years, essentially 
robbing children of a good education .  Teacher advocates say the current process works.  Attorney Al 
Nichols says school administrators who are properly doing their jobs can weed out bad teachers without 
any hearing. That's because it can take up to seven years for teachers to earn the "continuing contract" 
status that provides termination rights.  State schools Superintendent Mick Zais recommends giving 
district superintendents final say over a teacher's dismissal. He says school board members can base 
decisions on friendships, rather than a teacher's capabilities. 

 
Sept. 18, 2014 

An Anderson man was sentenced to more than three years in prison on Thursday for knowingly 
demolishing a mill that contained hazardous levels of asbestos U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles said between  
Nov. 2012 and April 2013, 37-year-old Scott Farmer and others working for him demolished portions of 
Haynsworth Mill, on McDuffie Street, in order to sell scrap metal from the building.   Nettles said the 
material contained hazardous levels of asbestos.   Farmer was repeatedly warned by the DHEC to stop 
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because of the danger, but he continued tearing down the building, according to Nettles.   "Exposure to 
asbestos can cause serious health problems and in some cases may prove fatal," said Maureen O'Mara, 
special agent in charge of EPA's criminal enforcement program in South Carolina.   "The defendant's 
actions threatened not only the environment but the safety of his workers and the surrounding 
community. EPA and its law enforcement counterparts take seriously our obligation to investigate these 
violations and prosecute to protect the public's well-being," said O'Mara.  Farmer was sentenced to 41 
months in prison followed by three years of probation.  

 

Sept. 29, 2014 
 

The penalty for using an ATM that is not affiliated with your bank rose 5 percent over the past year.  
The average fee for using an out-of-network ATM climbed to a new high of $4.35 per transaction, 
according to a survey released Monday by Bankrate.com. That figure includes $2.77 that banks charge 
non-customers and $1.58 that banks levy against their own customers for using an outside ATM.  
Overdraft fees also surged, rising on average over the past 12 months to $32.74. That's the 16th 
consecutive record high, the firm said.  Checking account fees have been increasing as lenders adjust to 
federal banking laws and regulations enacted after the 2008 financial crisis. Among the changes: limits 
on when banks can charge overdraft fees on ATM and debit card transactions and a reduction in the 
fees that banks charge merchants for each customer who uses credit or debit cards for their purchases.  
Lenders have responded by hiking overdraft and ATM fees, as well as increasing how much money 
customers must maintain in the bank to avoid checking account fees.  "I expect fees to continue 
increasing in years to come, but at a modest pace consistent with what we saw this year, just as was the 
case prior to the onset of these regulations," said Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at Bankrate.com.  
Using another bank's ATM will usually lead to two fees. One is charged by your lender; the other is 
charged by the owner of the ATM. That's the fee that's risen most consistently and at a faster rate, 
McBride said.  All told, the average fee for using an out-of-network ATM has vaulted 23 percent over 
the past five years. It has notched a new high for eight years in a row, according to Bankrate.  The firm 
surveyed the 10 largest banks and thrifts in 25 large U.S. markets.  The average ATM fees vary across 
the markets in Bankrate's survey. Phoenix had the highest average fee for users of ATMs outside their 
bank's network  at $4.96 per transaction. Cincinnati had the lowest average at $3.75.  Philadelphia had 
the highest average overdraft fee at $35.80. San Francisco had the lowest at $26.74.  The largest U.S. 
banks all offered free  checking with no strings attached until 2009, when the share of all noninterest 
checking accounts that were free peaked at 76 percent, according to Bankrate. It's now at 38 percent; 
that's unchanged from last year and only slightly lower than 39 percent in 2012.  Even so, consumers  
looking for checking accounts without monthly fees have plenty of options. Many credit unions, smaller 
community banks and online banks offer no-strings checking accounts.  Many banks that do charge a 
monthly fee will often waive it if the accountholder has their paycheck deposited directly into the 
account.  Not all bank fees rose this year. The average monthly service fee for a noninterest checking 
account fell 5 percent to $5.26 over the past 12 months, Bankrate said.  Despite the increased fees, 
there are ways savvy bank customers can avoid them altogether.  Use your bank's website to find fee-
free ATMs or, if available, get cash back at the register when using a debit card to shop.  Avoiding 
overdrafts is a matter of keeping tabs on your available checking account balance, something that's 
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easier than ever with mobile banking apps .  You can also sign up for email or text alerts  if your 
balance gets below a certain level. 

 

Sept. 29, 2014 

Afghanistan swore in Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai as its second elected president on Monday, embarking on 
a new era with a national unity government poised to confront a resilient Taliban insurgency by signing 
an agreement with the United States that would guarantee a continuing American military presence.  As 
Hamid Karzai left the political stage, the new president was locked into an uneasy partnership with his 
defeated rival, Abdullah Abdullah, who became the country's first chief executive. With a hug for the 
cameras, both sides appeared determined to reach across factions and avoid a descent into an abyss 
similar to what has happened in Iraq, where the government's failure to mend lingering sectarian 
divisions following a full U.S. withdrawal helped give rise to the brutal Islamic State group.  The new 
Afghan government was expected Tuesday to sign a security agreement that provides a legal framework 
for the United States to keep about 9,800 troops in the country to train, advise and assist Afghan 
national security forces after the current international combat mission ends Dec. 31. That number of 
troops is expected to be cut in half by the end of 2015, and the U.S. would leave only about 1,000 in a 
security office after the end of 2016.  Karzai, the outgoing president, had refused to approve the deal, 
which is intended to help Afghan security forces combat the resilient Taliban insurgency.  The Afghan 
government also is expected to sign an agreement this week with NATO that would outline the 
parameters of 4,000 to 5,000 additional international troops - mostly from Britain, Germany, Italy and 
Turkey - to stay in Afghanistan in a noncombat role after the end of this year.  Without a post-2014 
residual force, U.S. military officials say there is a risk that the Afghan security force will deteriorate, 
units would run out of fuel, pay systems would fail and there would be a reduction in the overall 
readiness of the Afghan police and army. They say al-Qaida is in "survival mode" in Afghanistan, but that 
if all international forces left this year, the terrorist network would see it as a victory, regroup and again 
use the region to plan and conduct operations against the West.  But there are serious questions about 
the ability of the Afghan security forces to take on the militants, even with a residual U.S. force - down 
from a high of more than 130,000 U.S. and NATO troops in Afghanistan several years ago.  "Afghanistan 
doesn't have the full military necessary to defend the country," said Mohammad Doud Kalakani, a 
member of the Afghan parliament. "No air force, no tanks, limited artillery."  U.S. House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Rep. Howard "Buck" McKeon, R-Calif., said Monday that he hoped President 
Barack Obama will view the signing of the security agreement as a "roadmap for a robust continued 
engagement, and not a path to premature withdrawal."  McKeon also wants the administration to 
rethink its plans to draw down U.S. forces. "We are witnessing now in Iraq what happens when the U.S. 
falters on that commitment and adopts a posture inconsistent with our security interests," McKeon 
said.  U.S.-Afghan relations will likely improve under Ghani Ahmadzai, a 65-year-old numbers-based 
technocrat who worked at the World Bank. Karzai, the country's only leader since the 2001 U.S.-led 
invasion, frequently criticized the U.S. government and irritated American leaders with his mercurial 
behavior; Karzai was criticized in turn for his inability or unwillingness to tackle corruption in his own 
government.  On Monday, however, Karzai wore a wide smile as he greeted his presidential guards 
upon entering the palace, where he presided over the first peaceful transfer of power in the nation's 
history. It was made possible by a constitution that he helped draft and that prohibited him from 
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serving a third five-year term.  Ghani Ahmadzai's first act in office was to swear in Abdullah as chief 
executive, a role that U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry helped create to give voice to both 
Afghanistan's northern and southern flanks of power.  "Afghans have taken a moment of challenge and 
turned it into a moment of real opportunity," Kerry said Monday in a statement congratulating both 
men.  The deal settled months of political tensions that threatened to push the fragile country into civil 
war. But it remains to be seen how well the two Afghan leaders will work together, and whether the 
agreement will last. They still must agree on Cabinet appointments.  The nearly six-month-long election 
was marred by allegations of massive vote fraud, a staple of Afghanistan's last two presidential votes. 
Ghani Ahmadzai won a June runoff with 55 percent of votes cast, according to official results, though 1 
million votes were thrown out. Abdullah's coalition continues to believe the election was stolen but 
accepted the chief executive compromise to avoid violence.  Bloodshed may be in Afghanistan's future 
anyway. Taliban militants this summer - for the first time since attacks truly picked up in 2005 - fought 
Afghan Army troops instead of the powerful U.S. and NATO military machine. The Afghan army saw its 
fatality rate skyrocket and the Taliban make gains.  Ghani Ahmadzai has said he would also welcome 
talks with the Taliban, who control vast rural sections of southern and eastern Afghanistan.  "We are 
tired of war," he said in his inauguration speech. "Our message is peace, (but) this doesn't mean we are 
weak."  Peace did not prevail on Monday, according to police reports. A suicide bomber detonated 
explosives at an intersection that leads to Kabul's airport, killing a half dozen people. A bigger attack 
took place in eastern Paktia province, where a car bomb and gunfire attack by militants sparked a battle 
that killed seven Taliban fighters, four police officers and two civilians.  The dual attacks served as a 
reminder that Taliban violence remains a part of daily life despite the deaths of more than 2,000 U.S. 
service members in Afghanistan since the 2001 invasion that toppled the Taliban regime for harboring 
al-Qaida militants responsible for 9/11.  "I hope Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai can bring peace and the rule 
the law in Afghanistan as former Afghan President Hamid Karzai could not bring peace," said Abdul 
Rahman, a 30-year-old police officer. "Our people have been suffering from the instability and poverty."  
The new president made pledges sure to please not only the international community but many 
Afghans as well. Ghani Ahmadzai said that women will play a prominent role in government and that 
corruption will be tackled. He introduced his wife to the country, a sharp contrast to Karzai's wife, who 
almost never appeared in public.  Ghani Ahmadzai wore a dark black turban popular in the country's 
south as he swore in his two vice presidents and then Abdullah and his deputies.  Abdullah, a former 
foreign minister, spoke first and thanked Karzai for his service and the people of the country for casting 
votes in the millions despite threats by Taliban militants.  "We are committed as one in the national 
unity government," Abdullah said. "Our commitment will be fulfilled together as a unified team to 
create national unity."  Ghani Ahmadzai then congratulated Karzai for a peaceful and democratic 
transition of power, and he thanked Abdullah for making the national unity government possible.  "We 
want to be held accountable. I am your leader but I am no better than you. If I make mistakes, you 
should hold me accountable," Ghani Ahmadzai said.  Though Kerry played a big role in reaching the 
deal, he did not attend the inauguration. Only one world leader was in attendance: Pakistani President 
Mamnoon Hussain.  Karzai, who has cautioned the successor government about its future dealings with 
the U.S., took a bold swipe at the U.S. during his farewell address last week. "They should take a careful 
path with America and the West," Karzai said.  The U.S. has invested $104 billion in Afghanistan since 
2001 to train and equip the country's security forces, pave roads, upgrade hospitals, build schools and 
help modernize the nation, but the United States was omitted from a list of countries Karzai thanked in 
his speech. The U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, James Cunningham, said Karzai's remarks were 
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ungrateful and not representative of widespread Afghan public opinion.  In his statement, however, 
Kerry paid tribute to Karzai, who inherited a broken country when the Americans and their allies chose 
him more than a decade ago as a leader they hoped could cross ethnic lines, embrace former enemies 
and bring Afghans together.  "It's no secret that our relationship with President Karzai has been 
punctuated by disagreements," Kerry said. But "he is a nationalist, a patriot, and an important figure 
who stepped forward when his country needed him, and helped profoundly shape one of the most 
challenging periods in Afghan history that has seen remarkable progress."  AP correspondent Deb 
Riechmann in Washington contributed to this report. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 
Public Service Announcements that aired:  

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2014 

The federal government  is proposing that South Carolina cut carbon dioxide emissions from power 
plants by more than half by the year 2030.  One environmental group says the state is in a good position 
to do so.  Blan Holman of the Southern Environmental Law Center says South Carolina has reduced 
carbon pollution by almost a third in the past decade and has burned less coal even as the economy has 
expanded.  The Environmental Protection  Agency announced specific targets for all states Monday as 
part of efforts to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere.  South Carolina's 2012 carbon 
emission rate was almost 1,600 pounds per megawatt hour of energy produced. The new target just 
over 770 pounds.  About 30 percent power in South Carolina comes from coal-fired power plants . 

 
July 2, 2014 
 

Some Upstate utility companies have responded to a proposal from the federal government  that 
would require carbon emissions to be cut by more than half in the next 16 years.  Spokesperson Terry 
Ballenger with Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative said the proposed reduction of coal-fired power  in 
South Carolina would have a dramatic impact, as it is the No. 1 generator of power in the state. He said 
coal produces about 40 percent of power in the state.  "If coal is taken off the table, the impact would 
be very substantial," Ballenger said.  Ballenger said he anticipates some legal challenges to the 
regulations from related industries  that rely on coal.  A spokesperson with Duke Energy said the 
company is in the process of reviewing the proposal and its impact on customers' rates and the 
potential compliance's  costs customers would ultimately bear.  "It is too soon to tell what impact 
EPA's proposed rule will have on our operations," Chad Eaton, spokesperson with Duke Energy's Federal 
Affairs department said. "We will be working closely with our states to evaluate the proposal and will be 
participating in the rulemaking process."  Additionally, Eaton said the company has already retired or 
plans to retire nearly 6,800 MW of older coal and large oil-fired capacity. He said the company's carbon 
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dioxide emissions are nearly 20 percent lower than they were in 2005 and they are working on 
modernizing the remaining coal fleet. 

 
 
July 11, 2014 
 

The United States struggled Friday to find a path out of a presidential election crisis in Afghanistan that 
has jeopardized chances for a democratic transfer of power, a central plank of President Barack 
Obama's strategy to leave behind a stable state after the withdrawal of most U.S. troops at year's end.  
Secretary of State John Kerry held a series of back-to-back meetings in Kabul that went into the night, 
grappling for a plan acceptable to all that would allow the United Nations to audit extensive fraud 
allegations in last month's runoff vote.  Kerry met separately with the rival candidates, former Finance 
Minister Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai and former Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah, and conferred twice 
each with current President Hamid Karzai and the U.N. chief in Afghanistan, Jan Kubis. A deal remained 
elusive, according to senior U.S. officials, though Kerry was to hold further discussions Saturday.  "We 
are in a very, very critical moment for Afghanistan," Kerry told reporters. "Legitimacy hangs in the 
balance. The future potential of the transition hangs in the balance."  The bitter dispute over who is 
Karzai's rightful successor has alarmed Afghanistan's U.S. and Western benefactors, creating a political 
crisis that risks undermining more than a decade of efforts to build an Afghan government capable of 
fighting the Taliban on its own and snuffing out terrorist groups like al-Qaida.  A prolonged crisis would 
have more immediate consequences for Afghanistan. If no process is established and both Ghani and 
Abdullah attempt to seize power, the government and security forces could split along ethnic and 
regional lines.  And the winner amid all the chaos could be the Taliban, whose battle against the 
government persists despite the United States spending hundreds of billions of dollars and losing more 
than 2,000 lives since invading the country after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.  Kerry's hastily 
arranged predawn arrival on Friday appeared to have succeeded in its most pressing objective: Getting 
both candidates to pull back from declarations of victory and quieting calls among Abdullah's 
supporters, powerful warlords included, for setting up a "parallel government."  The preliminary runoff 
results, released earlier this week against U.S. wishes, suggested a massive turnaround in favor of the 
onetime World Bank economist Ghani, who lagged significantly behind Abdullah in first-round voting.  
Abdullah, a top leader of the Northern Alliance that battled the Taliban before the U.S.-led invasion in 
2001, claims massive ballot-stuffing. He was runner-up to Karzai in a fraud-riddled 2009 presidential 
vote before he pulled out of that runoff, and many of his supporters see him being cheated for a second 
time.  Kerry said the United States isn't taking sides. Instead, it is focused on creating a process that 
ensures Afghanistan's next leader is viewed as legitimate. "But I can't tell you that's an automatic at this 
point," he said.  Senior U.S. officials said the talks focused on the technical particulars of a U.N. audit 
and hammering home the point that whoever proves the winner, the new government must bridge 
Afghanistan's many ethnic and regional divides.  However, one of the officials said only the "beginnings 
of conversations" had occurred and offered no prediction of any breakthrough. The officials briefed 
reporters on condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to be quoted while the talks were 
ongoing.  In meetings with Kerry at the heavily fortified U.S. embassy Friday, Ghani and Abdullah spoke 
in similar tones.  "Our commitment is to ensure that the election process has the integrity and the 
legitimacy of Afghanistan and the world," Ghani said, voicing support for the fullest audit possible.  "The 
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future of our achievement depends on the success of the democratic process," Abdullah said, standing 
alongside Kerry in the same room three hours later. Behind the scenes, however, the candidates 
differed on the fine points of the U.N.'s audit plan. Abdullah, for example, pushed for more voting 
districts to be examined. Other questions centered on who would be included among the investigators, 
where they'd travel and how they'd assess the level of fraud.  With Iraq wracked by insurgency, 
Afghanistan's post-election chaos is posing a new challenge to Obama's effort to leave behind two 
secure governments while ending America's long wars.  Both Ghani and Abdullah have vowed to sign a 
bilateral security pact with Washington, which says it needs the legal guarantees in order to leave 
behind some 10,000 boots on the ground in Afghanistan after most American troops pull out over the 
next five months.  If no clear leader emerges, the U.S. may have to bring home all its forces, an 
unwanted scenario that played out in Iraq just three years ago. Karzai has refused to sign the 
agreement, leaving it in the hands of his successor.  Obama spoke to each candidate this week, warning 
that any move outside the law to seize power would mean the end of U.S. financial aid to Afghanistan. 
Washington has significant additional leverage. If it were to cut back on its ties with Kabul, many 
European nations would soon follow.  Kerry urged patience from all sides. With Abdullah at his side, the 
top American diplomat said the preliminary results announced four days ago "are neither authoritative 
nor final, and no one should be stating a victory at this point in time." 

 

July 18, 2014 

A former manager at the Asheville police evidence room has been sentenced to 10 months in prison for 
taking government property.  William Smith pleaded guilty to the embezzling charge in March 2013.  
Smith was sentenced Tuesday by U.S. District Judge Martin Reidinger, who said Smith undermined the 
criminal justice system in Buncombe County and abused a position of trust.  Smith apologized in court 
but did not talk with reporters after he was sentenced. Defense attorney Sean Devereux said Smith may 
be the most remorseful client he has represented.  Smith failed a drug test in 2011 and was temporarily 
suspended. The police department then conducted an audit of items in the property room and could 
not find some of the evidence that was supposed to be stored there. 

 

July 31, 2014 

Casinos in South Carolina will soon be a topic of discussion in the state legislature.   Rep. Todd 
Rutherford, D-Richland, said that he plans to propose a bill to allow for counties that already bring in 
big-time tourism to open upscale casinos. He said he doesn't care to gamble himself, but he said it's the 
best way to bring in all the revenue needed to fix state roads.  State Sen. Mike Fair, R-Greenville, 
doesn't think so at all. He wants Myrtle Beach to stay a destination for families and thinks that bringing 
casinos to the golden strip would bring sleazy activity.   "Side-effects of casino gambling, according to 
history, is prostitution and illegal gambling, higher drug usage," Fair said. "That's just not what South 
Carolina is, particularly the Grand Strand."   Rutherford said after an entire legislative session without a 
plan to fix the roads, it's time to get the ball rolling.   "If you don't want to play, don't play," said 
Rutherford. "I personally don't gamble, but I can tell you that Myrtle Beach is tailor-made for casino 
gambling. To allow it where we can use the revenue to pay for roads and bridges that are collapsing, 
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that are in dire need of help, it's a no-brainer."  Fair said he was already disappointed with the decision 
to allow casino boats to dock along the coast and said the state should at least get more revenue from 
that.  He said a user fee by people who use the roads is the best way to get the funds fix them. On 
Tuesday, Gov. Nikki Haley said she plans to release a plan to fix the roads sometime next year.   "It's not 
the government's job to legislate morality," Fair said. "South Carolina already has a lottery; South 
Carolina already authorizes gambling."   Rutherford said licensing fees would be high enough that only 
upscale luxury casinos could set up shop. He said he hopes to drop the bill in December, so that it can 
be discussed at the beginning of 2015. 

 

Aug. 1, 2014 

Former state treasurer Thomas Ravenel, who resigned from office after his arrest on drug charges, says 
he is running as an independent for the U.S. Senate currently held by Lindsey Graham in South Carolina.  
Ravenel announced his intention Friday at an Independence Day rally in Greenville. He still must deliver 
10,000 signatures from registered voters to state election officials by July 15 to get on the ballot.  
Ravenel wants to reduce the size of government and give people more personal freedom. He says the 
U.S. needs a better foreign policy.  Ravenel says he knows the 10 months he served in prison after 
pleading guilty to buying cocaine for himself and friends in 2007 makes him an imperfect messenger, 
but he says he has the right ideas to save the country. 

 

Aug. 5, 2014 

The national  motto "In God We Trust" is set to be prominently displayed in the Greenville County 
Council chambers, but one council member fears the decision will draw ire from groups like the ACLU 
and the Freedom from Religion Foundation, triggering expensive lawsuits.   Councilman Joe Baldwin, 
who represents District 18, voted for the display along with the rest of council, but conceded to FOX 
Carolina that the display may be unnecessary, given council members affirm a belief in God by opening 
proceedings with prayer.   "It would be somebody like the ACLU that would bring a lawsuit, it could be a 
taxpayer that is an atheist," said Baldwin. "There may be some people who may object."  "I have no 
objection to putting it up," he continued. "My only concern is whether it will cost the taxpayers a lot of 
money  to defend a lawsuit."  "We're not discriminating against any minority by doing this," said 
Councilman Fred Payne. "We're just making an affirmation of where we're coming from."  Payne and 
other council members received an email  in June from Jacquie Sullivan, founder of In God We Trust-
America, a non-profit based out of Bakersfield, CA, that asked local governments across the nation to 
join the movement to make God a more prominent part of government proceedings. One of the ways 
to do that is to display the motto "In God We Trust," Sullivan said.   "It is a fact that the majority of the 
people in this country do strongly support our national motto 'In God We Trust,'" said Sullivan.  In 
regards to a lawsuit against Greenville County, Payne said he is not worried.  "I think we have the 
precedent of many public buildings having that motto on the outside and many other public documents 
basically reflecting that," Payne said.   Nearly 400 local governments have opted to display the motto in 
public meeting places since the movement began in recent years.  
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Aug. 7, 2014 

People in Brazil were distracted even before the World Cup started.  First, the protests against the 
government's spending for the tournament . Second, the collapsed of Avenido Pedro bridge where two 
people lost their lives last Thursday.   And on Tuesday, the humiliation of being defeated by Germany 7-
1 is another distraction added to the list.  It was before 5 p.m. in Belo Horizonte and inside the 
stadium  (Estadio Mineirao), Brazilian fans tuned in their voices to their national anthem. On the pitch, 
captain David Luiz and goal keeper Julio Cesar held Neymar's jersey between them, symbolizing that a 
key player, Neymar, has not been forgotten.  Just in the first 30 minutes of the game , the mood 
changed. It was the first half of the game and it was one of the biggest disasters of the World Cup for 
Brazilians.  Toniu Kroos scored twice in two minutes. Miroslav Klose added his 16th goal , the highest 
record in his career in a World Cup. Thomas Mueller and Sami Khedira also scored.   While German fans 
celebrated their victory, Brazilian fans were too numb to even think about crying. It was a historic lost 
for Brazilians. The team let its fans down and perhaps the absence of two key players was another 
distraction for Brazilians and Germany took that as an opportunity to ripped out Brazilian's pride.   Brazil 
will face Netherlands on Saturday and the winner will take the third place of the FIFA World Cup 2014. 

 

Aug. 11, 2014 

Former South Carolina state treasurer Thomas Ravenel has presented signatures to get on the ballot as 
an independent running for Lindsey Graham's U.S. Senate seat.  Ravenel said he gave 17,000 signatures 
when he arrived Monday at the state Election Commission in Columbia. Election officials will have to 
verify the signatures. That process is expected to take about a month.  Ravenel became state treasurer 
as a Republican in 2007. He had to resign months after his election when he was charged with buying 
cocaine for himself and his friends. Ravenel says he is running to reduce the size of government, give 
people more freedom and to curb U.S. involvement overseas.  A statement from the state Republican 
Party called Ravenel a convicted felon and called his efforts an embarrassment to the state. 

 

Aug. 18, 2014 

Deputies said they are looking for two Marion men and a Nebo man in connection with an investigation, 
one of whom is wanted in three western North Carolina counties.  McDowell County deputies said 22-
year-old Michael Comeau, 26-year-old Jonathan Hubbard and 30-year-old Michael Sexton were 
considered persons of interest and are wanted for questioning in connection with the theft of $1,373 of 
tools from a home under construction in Nebo.  Deputies said Sexton, 30, has active arrest warrants in 
Burke, Mitchell and McDowell counties for separate crimes.  According to deputies, Sexton has 
outstanding warrants in Burke County on assault of a female and communicating threats; in McDowell 
County on assault on a government official or employee, resisting a public officer, carrying a concealed 
weapon and providing fictitious information to an officer; and in Mitchell County on obtaining property 
by false pretense, breaking and entering, larceny after breaking and entering, larceny of a firearm and 
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possession of a firearm by a felon.  Sexton is described as 5'8" tall, weighs about 155 pounds, has brown 
hair and brown eyes.   Deputies said Comeau is wanted in Mitchell County on breaking and entering, 
larceny after breaking and entering, larceny of a firearm and possession of a firearm by a felon charges. 
He is described as 5'6" tall, weighs about 130 pounds, has black hair and hazel eyes.  Deputies said 
Hubbard is considered a person of interest in the theft investigation but does not have any active 
warrants.  Anyone with information on their whereabouts is asked to call detectives at the McDowell 
County Sheriff's Office at 828-652-2237 or Crime Stoppers at 864-65-CRIME (652-7463). 

 

Aug. 21, 2014 

Millions of dollars in health insurance rebates will be coming to consumers in South Carolina and North 
Carolina from companies the government says spent too much of premium dollars on profits and red 
tape last year.  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services released data  Thursday showing 
that more than 205,000 consumers in South Carolina will receive more than $13 million in rebates. 
That's an average refund of $92 per family.  In North Carolina, checks totaling more than $8 million in 
refunds will be going out in the coming weeks. More than 182,000 consumers will be benefiting and the 
refund amounts to about $77 per family.  Nationally, nearly 7 million consumers nationwide will receive 
about $330 million in refunds. The refund nationally will average about $80 per family. 

 

 

Sept. 24, 2014 

Confronted by the growing threat of Middle East militants, President Barack Obama implored world 
leaders at the United Nations Wednesday to rally behind his expanding military campaign to stamp out 
the violent Islamic State group and its "network of death." "There can be no reasoning, no negotiation, 
with this brand of evil," Obama told the General Assembly. In a striking shift for a president who has 
been reluctant to take military action in the past, Obama declared that force is the only language the 
militants understand. He warned those who have joined their cause to "leave the battlefield while they 
can."  The widening war against the Islamic State was just one in a cascade of crises that confronted the 
presidents, prime ministers and monarchs at the annual meeting of the U.N. General Assembly. Also 
vying for attention was Russia's continued provocations in Ukraine, a deadly Ebola outbreak in West 
Africa, and the plight of civilians caught in conflicts around the world.  "Not since the end of the Second 
World War have there been so many refugees, displaced people and asylum seekers," U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said as he opened Wednesday's session.  In a rare move, Obama also chaired a 
meeting of the U.N. Security Council where members unanimously adopted a resolution requiring all 
countries to prevent the recruitment and transport of would-be foreign fighters preparing to join 
terrorist organizations such as the Islamic State group.  The American-led military campaign in the 
Middle East was at the center of much of the day's discussions. After weeks of airstrikes in Iraq, U.S. 
planes began hitting targets in Syria this week, joined by an unexpected coalition of five Arab nations: 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. There were more U.S. strikes 
Wednesday on both sides of the Syrian-Iraqi border.  France has also taken part in strikes in Iraq, and 
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British Prime Minister David Cameron's office announced that Parliament was being recalled to London 
to debate whether to join the campaign, too.  The Islamic State has made lightning gains in Iraq this 
year and now moves freely across the increasingly blurred border with Syria. The group has claimed 
responsibility for the beheading of two American journalists and a British aid worker, sparking outrage 
in the West and contributing to an increase in public support for military action.  Shortly after Obama's 
remarks, France confirmed that Algerian extremists allied with the Islamic State group had beheaded 
one of its citizens after the French ignored demands to stop airstrikes in Iraq. French President Francois 
Hollande, who was in New York for the U.N. meetings, said the killing underscored why "the fight the 
international community needs to wage versus terrorism knows no borders."  U.S. officials say they are 
concerned that foreigners with Western passports could return to their home countries to carry out 
attacks. And even as Obama welcomed support for the resolution to deter foreign fighters, he said 
more must be done.  "The words spoken here today must be matched and translated into action," he 
said.  The threat from the Islamic State group has already drawn Obama back into conflicts in the 
Middle East that he has long sought to avoid, particularly in Syria, which is mired in a bloody three-year 
civil war. Just months ago, the president appeared to be on track to fulfill his pledge to end the U.S.-led 
wars he inherited in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Obama sought to distinguish this current military campaign 
from those lengthy wars, declaring that he has no intention of sending U.S. troops to occupy foreign 
lands. He also pressed Middle Eastern nations to look beyond military action and take steps to reject 
the ideology that has spawned groups like the Islamic State and to cut off funding that has allowed that 
terror group and others to thrive.  "No external power can bring about a transformation of hearts and 
minds," Obama said in his nearly 40-minute address.  Apart from the Middle East, the president was 
particularly blunt in his condemnation of Russia's actions in Ukraine. He accused Moscow of sending 
arms to pro-Russian separatists, refusing to allow access to the site of a downed civilian airliner and 
then moving its own troops across the border with Ukraine.  Still, Obama held open the prospect of a 
resolution to the conflict. While he has previously expressed skepticism about a cease-fire signed this 
month, he said Wednesday that the agreement "offers an opening" for peace.  If Russia follows 
through, Obama said, the U.S. will lift economic sanctions that have damaged Russia's economy but so 
far failed to shift President Vladimir Putin's approach.  The chaotic global landscape Obama described 
Wednesday stood in contrast to his remarks at the U.N. one year ago, when he touted diplomatic 
openings on multiple fronts. At the time, the U.S. was embarking on a fresh attempt to forge an elusive 
peace between Israelis and Palestinians and there were signs of a thaw in the decades-old tensions 
between the U.S. and Iran.  The Mideast talks have since collapsed, though the president said that "as 
bleak as the landscape appears, America will never give up the pursuit of peace." And while the U.S., 
Iran and world powers are now in the midst of nuclear negotiations, those talks are deadlocked and 
there is skepticism about whether a deal can be reached by a Nov. 24 deadline.  "My message to Iran's 
leaders and people is simple: Do not let this opportunity pass," Obama said.  Even as the president cast 
the U.S. as the main driver of peace and security around the world, he acknowledged that his country 
has not always lived up to its own ideals. He singled out the recent clashes between police and 
protesters in Ferguson, Missouri, that followed the shooting death of a black teenager.  "Yes, we have 
our own racial and ethnic tensions," Obama said. "But we welcome the scrutiny of the world. Because 
what you see in America is a country that has steadily worked to address our problems and make our 
union more perfect."  Associated Press writer Josh Lederman contributed to this report. 
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Sept. 2, 2014 

Talk of a partnership between Greenville County EMS and Greenville Health System has the other major 
wellness player in the area unhappy.   Bon Secours St. Francis leaders are going public with their 
concerns because they have information that a contract deal between their competitor and the county 
will be made very soon.  Hospital leaders said they have known about, and have been trying to get in 
the discussions, of how the county will run their ambulance program for a year now.  They feel they're 
being left out, and they think patients will be disadvantaged.   St. Francis board chair, Camilla Hertwig, 
worries that patients won't get the choice they deserve when it comes to which hospital they're taken 
to by ambulance.   "This is important to our business model . It would be live giving any businesses the 
competitor the keys to the door and saying we're going to take care of you and it'll be OK," said Hertwig.   
St Francis board chair, Camilla Hertwig said that in other communities. EMS may be run by all hospitals 
together or by a third party.  Greenville Hospital System has already provided medical oversight for 
Greenville County's EMS for thirty years.  In a statement Tuesday, Dr. Martin Lutz said that under 
current EMS guidelines, trauma patients are taken to Greenville Memorial, while others have their 
choice of hospital, and they always will.  "When you look at the power  of that decision at a critical 
time, there's no assurance when you have a single provider, that will take place," said Hertwig.  

Lutz says that GHS does not see St. Francis' involvement changing in their EMS quality  review 
meetings.  On the phone , because he's out of town, county council chairman, Bob Taylor said there is 
no contract coming soon because they're still in early stages of discussions. He did confirm that the 
county would likely look toward working with GHS because "it's a much easier process to set something 
up with that."  St. Francis shared a 60-page report that the county commissioned last year, to explore 
options on how to climb out of a deficit. It's by a third-party consultant  and outlines how an EMS 
department managed by GHS would work. It makes no mention of St. Francis.   "Certainly if we do enter 
into kind of agreement with GHS, there will be a committee to oversee the operations and St. Francis 
will be represented," said Taylor.   Taylor said patient choice would be a priority, but Hertwig still wants 
to be in on decision making.   "It's just frustrating that when a hospital in your community that gives 
extraordinary patient care has asked to be at the table, they've served this community well for 82 years, 
why would you exclude them?" said Hertwig.   "I'm not sure that we can make them totally happy if we 
do go to GHS, but we're doing our best," Taylor said.   FOX Carolina tried to contact county 
administrator, Joseph Kernell about the situation, with no response.   This is the full statement provided 
by Greenville Health System:  We have been talking about ways to make EMS better for patients; it is 
and should be an ongoing discussion. Governmental agencies working together have a unique 
opportunity to accomplish this. Nothing has been finalized, but we believe an even stronger relationship 
will allow our community to be a model that focuses on keeping patients healthy and better prepares 
our community for the future.  Greenville Health System has been providing the medical management 
of EMS for 30 years, and patient choice has always been and will always be a guiding principle. In 
addition, Greenville County EMS standing orders have "Hospital Transport and Diversion Guidelines" 
that were developed in cooperation with local emergency departments – including Bon Secours St. 
Francis Health System – more than eight years ago. Under these guidelines, for example, trauma 
patients are taken to Greenville Memorial Hospital Trauma Center, which is the county's only designed 
trauma center, while patients suffering acute coronary syndrome are given the choice of being 
transported to either Greenville Memorial or Bon Secours' downtown facility.   Likewise, BSSFHS is 
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included in Greenville County EMS monthly quality review meetings. Should a new model be developed, 
GHS doesn't see their role changing and looks forward to BSSFHS's continued participation. And we will 
continue to put patient choice first.   Bon Secours keeps talking about shifting market share. As a 
physician, I don't see these patients as market share, I see them as individuals who can and should 
choose where they receive their care. I see them needing to be helped in the most appropriate clinical 
setting. GHS, Greenville County government, SC Department of Health and Environmental Control and 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation have already put in place an innovative program that provides better, 
less-costly health care for patients who have historically ended up in the emergency department – one 
of the most expensive sites of care. This program, which focuses on prevention and healthcare delivery 
in more appropriate, cost-effective settings, is administered by GHS but relies on strong collaborative 
relationships. Both the present system and any proposed future system must have patient choice as a 
cornerstone. 

 

Sept. 14, 2014 

An 18-year-old Spartanburg man faces multiple charges after deputies said he damaged a state 
trooper's patrol vehicle following an arrest.  According to incident reports, deputies were called to the 
intersection of Fairforest and Simuel Roads early Sunday morning.  At the scene, deputies said they met 
with a state trooper who said Malaki Aguado of Raleigh Court had started kicking at the windshield after 
the trooper had placed Aguado in the patrol car.  The deputy said the trooper's camera had been 
knocked off the windshield.  Aguado was charged with damage to government property for the broken 
camera and the trooper also charged the teen with beginner's permit violation, driving under 
suspension, open container of beer or wine in vehicle, and driving under the influence first offense.  
Aguado is currently being held at the Spartanburg County Detention Center awaiting a bond hearing.  

 

Sept. 24, 2014  

A government subsidized housing complex in Spartanburg owned by the owner of the Miami Dolphins is 
the subject of discussions between him and city developers .   Curt McPhail with Northside 
Development Corporation  said the city is trying to acquire Oakview Apartments from Stephen Ross, 
owner of the Miami Dolphins and Related Companies out of New York.   McPhail said Related is asking 
too much for the property, which many consider in poor condition.   "They want somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $2.5 million," said McPhail, who added Northside Development is only willing to pay  
$600,000 to $1 million for the property.   Tenants at Oakview also complain about the condition of the 
property.   "I pay $440 a month. I can see maybe $200 a month, but $440 - it's not worth it," said Kiasia 
Thompson, who has lived at the property for two years with her small children.   "We don't have air," 
she said. "We have heat, but even heat doesn't do much in the wintertime. In the summertime - it's just 
- might as well be sitting outside all day."  "There have been lots of conversations about the 
transformation of this community," said McPhail.   Some tenants said a revitalization of the property is 
necessary, even if that means they have to lose their homes . McPhail said the goal of the revitalization 
effort will be to keep residents in the general area, and put them in better homes.   "Our goal is great 
housing, opportunities  for jobs and access to healthy lives," said McPhail.   Related released the 
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following statement on Thursday:   "For over 40 years Related has been committed to acquiring, 
rehabilitating and preserving critical affordable housing stock across the nation and our residents 
remain our focus at Oakview Apartments.   In the last five years alone we have invested approximately 
half a million dollars in capital improvements at Oakview Apartments to upgrade the building's exterior 
and landscaping and renovate the apartments for the benefit our residents." 

 

Sept. 28, 2014 

Carlos Enrique Londoño laughs at the Ku Klux Klan recruitment flier recently left on the driveway of his 
suburban New York home. It's unlikely the group would accept him. "I'm Colombian and dark-skinned," 
said Londoño, a painter and construction worker who has lived in Hampton Bays on Long Island for 30 
years.   The flier was tucked into a plastic bag along with a membership application, the address for the 
KKK national office in North Carolina, a list of beliefs and three Jolly Rancher candies.   The fliers appear 
to be part of a wider recruitment effort by the Klan across the country, Ryan Lenz, senior writer for the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, told CNN on Saturday.  Similar fliers have turned up in dozens of U.S. 
cities over the past six months, Lenz said. The SPLC was founded by civil rights lawyers, and is known for 
tracking and exposing the activities of such groups.  The SPLC says the Ku Klux Klan is the most infamous 
and oldest of American hate groups. African-Americans have been the main target of the historically 
violent group, but the Klan also has targeted Jews, immigrants, gays and lesbians and Catholics.  The 
center estimates that there are between 5,000 and 8,000 Klan members nationwide, divided among 
dozens of divergent groups.  "Since the 1970s the Klan has been greatly weakened by internal conflicts, 
court cases, a seemingly endless series of splits and government infiltration," the SPLC says on its 
website.   The Klan's Loyal White Knights, the same group touted on the applications sprinkled on front 
lawns in Hampton Bays, has started major recruitment efforts, according to Lenz.  Lenz suspects the 
Klan may be seizing on a moment when the issues of race and immigration are dominant in the national 
debate. The group may be seeking to capitalize on growing racial tension to garner support, he said.  
Lenz said some Klan members even vowed to head to Ferguson, Missouri, to stand in the solidarity with 
a white police officer who shot an unarmed black teenager on August 9. The shooting death drew 
international attention as the St. Louis suburb erupted with sometimes violent protests and a heavy-
handed police response.  Calls seeking comment from Klan headquarters in Pelham, North Carolina, 
were not returned Saturday.   In New York, the Southampton Town Police said it had contacted the 
Suffolk County Police Department's hate crimes unit about the fliers.  Londoño said the Klan appeared 
eager to send a message in the predominantly white town.   "It seems they want the white community 
to know that Latinos are moving in," he said. "People are coming here for the work and that does not sit 
well with them and they feel intimidated."  Hampton Bays resident Karen Fritsch said the fliers included 
faded-ink "crude (and) ridiculous" caricatures that appeared aimed at blacks, Latinos and Jewish people.   
"It says, beware, we want your jobs, we want your home and we want your country," Fritsch said of the 
message.  Fritsch said she was shocked when her husband found the flier on her front lawn last week.   
"It's terrible that my neighbors had to receive something like that," Frisch said of the Londoños. "I really 
want no part of that. Why would anyone want to be part of a hate group?"  The Klan has targeted other 
cities.  In Orange, California, just south of Angel Stadium, residents last month received fliers in sealed 
plastic bags, according to CNN affiliate KTLA.  The message on the fliers was "Save our land, join the 
Klan" and included a phone number and website in Pelham, KTLA reported. The group said it was 
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focused on illegal immigration from Mexico.  The voicemail on the hotline associated with the flier 
closes with the message: "Always remember: If it ain't white, it ain't right. White power."  In Seneca, 
South Carolina, some residents last month received bags with similar fliers and candy, CNN affiliate FOX 
Carolina reported. The fliers directed people to "Klan Hotline" number that ended with the same 
recorded "white power" message, the station reported.  Robert Jones, the "Imperial Klaliff" of the Loyal 
White Knights sect, told WHNS that the fliers were part of their "national night ride" -- a recruitment 
event that happens three times a year.   Jones said the recruitment efforts were not aimed at specific 
people and that residents "shouldn't be fearful unless they're doing something that the Klan considers 
morally wrong," according to FOX Carolina.   In Katy, Texas, residents early last month received fliers 
inviting them to "join the fight to protect U.S. borders," according to CNN affiliate KPRC.   Damian 
Neveaux, who is African-American, found a flier and called the number because he, too, was concerned 
about border security, KPRC reported.   He reached a Klan representative who told him he would not be 
allowed to join, according to the station.  "'The only way you can become a member is if you're 100 
percent Caucasian," Neveaux recalled the Klan member telling him, according to KPRC. "This flier wasn't 
meant for you.'" 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired:  

 

July 11, 2014 

Friday night we'll see an astronomical phenomena called a Supermoon. This occurs when a full moon 
coincides with the moon's closest pass over the earth.   Because the moon has an elliptical orbit, it 
varies in its distance from the earth. Averaging a distance of 238,000 miles from the earth's surface! The 
point at which the moon is farthest from the earth is called the Apogee. When it's the closets, Perigee.  
When a full moon or new moon occurs at the same time its orbit is at Perigee, we experience what is 
called a Supermoon. This has already happened twice so far this year. First one took place on January 
1st of 2014 and the second fell within the same month on January 30th 2014.  This evening, we will 
experience the third Supermoon of the year with the arrival of the full moon. Viewing conditions will be 
spectacular for the Upstate with partly cloudy to mostly clear skies expected throughout the western 
Carolinas.   The moon will be visible throughout the night but reach its fullest early on Saturday morning 
right around 7:25AM. Saturday night should offer up more ideal conditions to view the Supermoon 
once again.  The next Supermoon will occur in just under one month on August 10th, 2014. This next 
Supermoon is expected to be the largest one of the year!  Be sure to head outside this evening and 
catch a glimpse of the Supermoon and as always, send in your pictures on our Facebook page. We 
would love to see them! 

 

July 17, 2014 

The World Cup. It's a time where people all over the world share  their love for soccer and their 
country. People wear flags on their backs and clothing to match their country's colors. If you were like 
me, this past Monday the colors to wear were red, white and blue!  This past Mondays win over Ghana 
did not come easily with USA scoring in the final minutes of the game to take the lead. USA did not 
come out of the match up unscathed however. Furman University graduate, Clint Dempsey suffered a 
nose fracture after a high kick from John Boye.   Another heart breaking injury came earlier in the game 
and was a strained left hamstring to Striker Jozy Altidore. As a result, Altidore will likely miss the game 
against Portugal this Sunday, which is a tough blow to the USA team. The meteorologist in me often 
urges me to look at weather conditions when such injuries occur.  Though Brazil is in the southern 
Hemisphere and is currently approaching their winter months, the environment  is much more tropical 
than what we see for much of the US. Especially since the arena falls just 3 degrees south of the 
equator. Muscle injuries such as strains and cramps often occur in hot, humid conditions. Consequently, 
these are the exact conditions the USA team is playing in at the world cup.  This Sunday at 6pm, USA will 
take on Portugal in Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil in an arena that is located in Northern Brazil. Conditions 
this Sunday will be very similar to this past Mondays. They will likely see light winds with temperatures 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25821190/weather-conditions-for-usa-vs-portugal
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around 30 degrees Celsius, which in Fahrenheit, translates to the mid-80s. Humidity will be high as well, 
sitting at about 78-80%! Also, look to see a 50% chance of rain during the game.  With these tropical 
conditions plaguing the World Cup, we can only hope the players do all their stretches and drink plenty 
of water to prevent any further muscle injuries. Remember to wear red, white and blue to show your 
support this Sunday! 

 

July 20, 2014 

Millions of TVs across the nation will be tuned to the World Cup at noon on Thursday as fans cheer on 
the United States in its match against Germany.  And soccer fans in the western Carolinas hoping to find 
a festive atmosphere to watch  the game have a few options to tune in.  Asheville  The Orange Peel is 
offering showings of two games on the main floor with couches and chairs set up for a family-friendly 
environment. Fans are welcome to bring food and additional seating. The venue will have beer, wine 
and snacks at the bar.  Clemson  Clemson University is hosting a viewing of the game at Historic Riggs 
Field, the home of the Tiger men's and women's soccer  teams. Stadium gates open one hour prior to 
the start time and close 30 minutes after the conclusion of each match.  Greenville  Hans and Franz 
Beirgarten has TVs for the game set up along with a small cash  bar. First come, first serve for seats.  
Wild Wing Cafe will have the game on their TVs and is offering drink specials along with a specialty 
World Cup Burger.  Greer  Greer Station is hosting a watch party for the match.   Spartanburg  Wild 
Wing Cafe will have the game on their TVs and is offering drink specials along with a specialty World 
Cup Burger.  *If you know of another public watch party, email the info to 
foxcarolinanews@foxcarolina.com 

 

July 24, 2017 

Greenville Health System announced Thursday that another heart surgery patient at Greenville 
Memorial Hospital tested positive for a rare mycobacterial infection, bringing the total number of cases 
to 15. Three patients with the infection have died, hospital officials said.  Of the surviving 12 patients, 
hospital officials said six are at home but continuing to receive treatment. The other six are being 
treated in the hospital or other extended-care facilities.  The infections were caused by an atypical 
mycobacterium, GHS officials said, which has a long incubation period and may take up to 60 days 
before patients show signs of infection. The first-recognized patient tested positive in March 2014. 
Patients who have tested positive for this organism are being notified, officials said. Officials say the 
infection may have been a contributing factor in the deaths of three infected patients, but officials said 
those patients also had serious underlying health problems.   "We regret that any patient within our 
care could possibly be affected by this situation," said Robert Mobley Jr., M.D., medical director of 
quality at GHS. "Our thoughts are with those involved. Our ongoing priority will be to monitor these and 
other patients for continued safe and effective care."  GHS said doctors are working with the S.C. 
Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) to identify the source of the infection. A preliminary investigation has led officials to 
believe that a piece of medical equipment may be responsible for the spread of the mycobacterium. 
That equipment been removed from use and the operating room primarily associated with that piece of 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25875905/watch-parties-held-for-usa-vs-germany-world-cup-match
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25875905/watch-parties-held-for-usa-vs-germany-world-cup-match
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25875905/watch-parties-held-for-usa-vs-germany-world-cup-match
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equipment has been temporarily closed as a precaution, officials said.   Mycobacteria are found in the 
natural environment in water, soil and dust, and do not usually cause adverse health effects when 
people come into contact with the organisms, GHS officials said.   Officials say this is a rare infection in 
people and is not contagious.  

 

Aug. 11, 2014 

Rescuers said the body of a man missing since Saturday night after he and a woman were swept away 
by flood waters has been found.  Crews with the Greenville Fire Department and the Greenville Rescue 
Squad said the second day of searching for the male victim began at 7 a.m. Monday from a staging area 
set up at the Burlington Coat Factory shopping center on Laurens Road.  Police Chief Mike Gambrell said 
the victim's car and another car stalled out near the corner of Brydland Drive and Old Airport Road due 
to flooding that resulted from Saturday night's storms.   Gambrell said people in both cars got out and 
sat on the roof before the man and woman decided to try to swim to safety.   The people on the roof of 
the other car witnessed the two get swept away as they got into the path of a creek bed that went into 
a culvert, according to Gambrell.   A van later pulled up to the same area and got sucked into the 
culvert. Gambrell said the people inside were about to get to safety.   The van was located on Monday 
lodged in a pipe underneath Haywood Road.   The man and woman went missing just before 10:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, but conditions only allowed rescuers to conduct a ground search, which was unsuccessful, 
according to Inspector L. C. Dendy with the Greenville Fire Department.    Crews located an unoccupied 
car that they believe belonged to the missing people, Dendy said. The car was found on Byrdland Drive, 
just off Airport Road, Dendy said.  Just before 7 a.m. Sunday, more than 70 rescuers mobilized for a 
more thorough search of the area. Dendy said crews were searching all culverts, drainage and sewer 
lines in an area between Haywood Road and Verdae Boulevard.  Shortly after 10 a.m. Dendy reported 
that a body was found in a drainage area behind the Haywood Crossing Plantation Apartments.   
Coroner Parks Evans identified the victim as Kimberly Jackson, 36, of North Main Street, Mauldin.  
Crews continued to search for the male victim, who police identified as Timothy Sullivan, 39, until he 
was found on Monday afternoon.   Claude Turner with the Greenville Fire Department said boats, 
helicopters and canine teams were called in to help with the search.   Turner said crews were also 
fighting against heavy brush in creek beds; obstacles and blockages in sewers and storm drains; 
poisonous snakes, spiders, and bees.  Turner said crews searched more than four miles of a creek bed 
and drainage system that travels from the Haywood Road area to the Conestee.   The body of Sulivan 
was found off Haywood Road at 2:40 p.m. Monday, rescuers confirmed.   Claude Turner with the city of 
Greenville said Sullivan's body was found submerged in a pond near Halton and Haywood roads.   
Turner said divers found the body. He said the body was a quarter mile from the culvert entrance which 
witnesses said the people were swept into. 

 

Aug. 20, 2014 

A major Upstate employer  announced they are establishing a new global headquarters in Charlotte, 
NC and relocating 1,300 jobs to the city.  Sealed Air Corporation , which is currently centered in 
Elmwood Park, NJ, said they plan to relocate all or part of their facilities over the next three years from 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26249585/crews-discovered-van-lodged-in-pipe-beneath-haywood-road
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26249585/crews-discovered-van-lodged-in-pipe-beneath-haywood-road
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26095491/large-upstate-employer-relocating-to-charlotte
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26095491/large-upstate-employer-relocating-to-charlotte
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most of their facilities, including those in Spartanburg and Greenville counties.   "We are confident 
Charlotte will provide a great environment for us to operate and grow our business  moving forward. 
This move will contribute to a stronger, one-company culture that will enable greater collaboration, 
efficiencies, and better use of our investments in people and new technologies," said Jerome A. 
Peribere, President and CEO of Sealed Air in a press release.  The company said in a press release that 
certain operation will continue at the Duncan facility.  They said the company's Simpsonville and Seneca 
sites will also continue their manufacturing operations.   750 total jobs are expected to be moved out of 
the Duncan and Greenville sites.   Approximately 620 positions are reported to be affected at the 
Duncan location. The people affected are employed with managerial positions in the non-
manufacturing area that supports food care.   About 130 positions will be affected a the Greenville 
customer call center.    In Simpsonville, will continue to maintain manufacturing operations, but 250 
positions will be affected.   A North Carolina committee that approves corporate  tax breaks approved 
up to $36 million over 12 years if the company meets job and investment targets, the Associated Press 
reported earlier on Wednesday.  

 

Aug. 25, 2014 

A strong cold front has passed through today, and you probably felt the gusty winds behind the front 
this afternoon.  The cold front brought multiple tornado warnings through Tennessee, as well as 1 
tornado warning in Avery County, NC last night.  Luckily the storms moved into a less favorable 
environment for tornadoes as they pushed into the mountains.  We still saw some wicked storms with 
winds gusts at 60+ mph and hail across western NC.  The better side of this front will be the cooler and 
drier air we feel tonight and tomorrow. Overnight lows will drop to the low 60s in the Upstate and mid 
50s in the mountains.  Tuesday will bring some beautiful blue sky (the kind we often see in the fall!) and 
highs about 6-8 degrees cooler than normal.  Seriously... this is going to be some NICE weather for 
Tuesday AND Wednesday.  I hope you can take advantage and get outside for a bit each day!  An 
easterly flow takes over by late Thursday, and that will put a stop on our blue sky and low humidity.  
Rain chances will creep up Thursday night and through the weekend.   

 

 

Aug. 27, 2014 

We are continuing to keep an eye on an area of low pressure located in the southern Atlantic, showing 
signs of potentially developing into a tropical depression in the days ahead. There is currently a high 
Chance (70%) of seeing development in the next 48 hours and next five days as well.  As of right now 
the area of low pressure is located just nine degrees north of the equator and is sitting at about 44.7 
degrees west Longitude. Its current movement is towards the west at about 17 miles per hour with 
sustained winds of about 35 miles per hour with wind gusts reaching 45 miles per hour.  Nine degrees 
north is close to the equator but we can still see development of rotation in the days ahead. Anything 
closer than three degrees will not see enough rotation to form into a tropical depression due to the lack 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26095491/large-upstate-employer-relocating-to-charlotte
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26095491/large-upstate-employer-relocating-to-charlotte
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of the Coriolis Effect (A force that causes air and liquids to curve a certain direction  during travel due 
to the rotation of the earth) near the equator.  

 

Sept. 3, 2014 

Police said power lines were knocked down after a crash in downtown Spartanburg on Wednesday.  
Capt. Art Littlejohn with Spartanburg police said the crash happened about 9:15 a.m. at South Pine 
Street at Kennedy Street.  He said no one was injured, but power is out in the area, affecting mostly 
stoplights.  Pine Street is closed from St. John Street (U.S. 29) to Kennedy Street and lights are out at the 
following intersections: Pine and Main, Pine and St. John, St. John and Main, and St. John and Oakland 
Avenue.  Littlejohn said generators are being installed to get the traffic lights back up and working in the 
meantime.  Police said they hope to have power restored and the road re-opened by 5 p.m. 

 

Sept. 18, 2014 

An Anderson man was sentenced to more than three years in prison on Thursday for knowingly 
demolishing a mill that contained hazardous levels of asbestos. U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles said between 
Nov. 2012 and April 2013, 37-year-old Scott Farmer and others working for him demolished portions of 
Haynsworth Mill, on McDuffie Street, in order to sell scrap metal from the building.   Nettles said the 
material contained hazardous levels of asbestos.   Farmer was repeatedly warned by the DHEC to stop 
because of the danger, but he continued tearing down the building, according to Nettles.   "Exposure to 
asbestos can cause serious health problems and in some cases may prove fatal," said Maureen O'Mara, 
special agent in charge of EPA's criminal enforcement program in South Carolina.   "The defendant's 
actions threatened not only the environment but the safety of his workers and the surrounding 
community. EPA and its law enforcement counterparts take seriously our obligation to investigate these 
violations and prosecute to protect the public's well-being," said O'Mara.  Farmer was sentenced to 41 
months in prison followed by three years of probation.  

 

Sept. 20, 2014 

A hurricane hunter plane investigated Tropical Depression #5, and determined the central strength put 
it into Tropical Storm status with 45mph winds.  A Tropical Storm forms as soon as the strength reaches 
39mph.  The storm won't have too much time to organize and strengthen further, as it's already moving 
toward the coast of Mexico.  There are still areas of significant heavy rain within the storm, so as it 
makes landfall sometime late tonight, the primary threats will be downpours and mudslides.  Areas 
from Tuxpan to Barra El Mezquital will likely be affected.  Original Story:  Tropical Depression 5 is 
located in the southern Gulf of Mexico or Bay of Campeche.  It is expected to become Tropical Storm 
Dolly tomorrow before it makes landfall in Mexico late Tuesday night.  It has some things working for 
and against it regarding it's strengthening...  First off, the water is VERY warm.  It has been virtually 
untapped all summer, leaving water temps well into the upper 80s.  All you need is around 80 degrees 
to get tropical development, so these warm waters could really feed the storm.    Secondly, however, 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26152828/tropical-update-invest-93l
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23733279/anderson-man-charged-with-polluting-air-with-asbestos
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23733279/anderson-man-charged-with-polluting-air-with-asbestos
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the upper level wind environment isn't very favorable for rapid, robust development.  This keeps the 
storm from becoming highly organized, and it has to keep that organized structure to intensify 
efficiently.    So, it looks like TD 5 will become Tropical Storm Dolly, but probably not strengthen much 
more from there before it quickly hits Mexico. 

 

Sept. 24, 2014 

People living in one Irmo subdivision say they've seen more copperhead snakes than ever and some of 
their pets have even been bitten by them. University of South Carolina Naturalist Rudy Mancke says in 
the last two to three years, the weather has changed a bit here in South Carolina. It's wetter and not as 
stiflingly hot in the summer, which is the perfect habitat for copperheads.   Mancke said it's normal to 
see copperheads throughout the spring, summer, and fall, but they tend to give birth at the end of 
summer and early fall, which is why we're seeing so many of them right now.   They are the most 
common venomous snake that lives in South Carolina, and they're found anywhere from the woods to 
residential areas. Copperheads have wide-narrow-wide dumbbell- shaped markings.  Most people are 
bitten when they try to catch or kill the snakes. And if smaller animals like dogs or cats are outside and 
try to mess with them, they tend to get bitten as well. "Most snakes we run across are non-venomous 
snakes," Mancke said. "But in the past two years I have seen more copperheads all over the state than I 
probably ever have in my life."  "About two to three years ago we had one that bit Jelly, our Doberman, 
and we took her to the vet. Her paw swelled up as big as my hand," Don Howe, an Irmo homeowner, 
said. "This year we had one underneath our deck, and we have two dogs and both of them got bit." 
Both of those dogs are okay and healthy now."  Another resident in the same neighborhood off 
of Coldstream Drive, Amy Ellisor, was taking her dog out the other night when she said she noticed 
something in the grass. She wasn't sure what it was, but when she realized it was a snake she called her 
husband over. They began Googling pictures of snakes, and sure enough it turned out to be a 
Copperhead. Worried it might hurt a child or a pet, they took action. "It definitely wasn't a snake we've 
seen before," Amy's husband, Michael, said.  "He wasn't really doing anything he was just there. He was 
still, his head was up, and we would throw something at it to see if it would maybe slither into the 
woods," Amy added. "It wouldn't go anywhere so we felt bad. But we didn't want him going in the 
neighbor's yard because they have a dog and we have smaller kids so we were like all right, we're going 
to have to do it."  Mancke said snakes like lightweight materials like pine straw and lighter wood, so it's 
best to clear those types of materials away from your home.  Experts say its best just to leave them 
alone, unless it's absolutely necessary, like it was in the Ellisor's situation. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired:  
 
 

July 11, 2014   
 

A former teacher has been found guilty of molesting more than a dozen of his students back in the 
1970s and 80s.   A jury deemed John Thomas Patterson guilty on one count of 1st degree sex offense. 
He was also accused of 172 counts of indecent liberties with a child.  Patterson is a former 4th grade 
teacher at Mt. Mourne Elementary School in Iredell County.   Fourteen former students testified against 
him in the trial. Jurors began deliberations late Thursday afternoon.   Earlier this week, Patterson took 
the stand in his defense and denied all the charges.   Friday morning the jury asked the judge if they 
could listen to a 45-minute phone call they heard during the trial.    The phone call was from 2013 
between Patterson and friend who is also related to one of the accusers. Over and over again the caller 
asked Patterson if was guilty of the accusations.   During the phone call, Patterson never fully admits or 
denies what happened.  

 

July 21, 2014 

Voters will return to the polls to pick their parties' choice to be South Carolina's education  
superintendent, while Republicans will also pick their lieutenant governor nominee.  Turnout for 
Tuesday's primary runoffs is expected to be light. Just 16 percent of the state's registered voters cast 
ballots in the June 10 primary.  The Republican ballot features two statewide races: Henry McMaster 
versus Mike Campbell for lieutenant governor, and Molly Spearman versus Sally Atwater for 
superintendent.  The Democratic  ballot pits Sheila Gallagher against Tom Thompson for 
superintendent.  The polls open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday. Registered voters who skipped the 
primary can still cast ballots in the runoff. 

 

July 22, 22014 

Molly Spearman is the Republican choice to be South Carolina education  superintendent.  With 90 
percent of precincts reporting, the director of the state Association of School Administrators led Sally 
Atwater with 57 percent of the vote. It was the first run for elected office for the widow of GOP 
strategist Lee Atwater.  Spearman spent the last decade advocating for the state's 3,600 K-12 
administrators. But her career began in the classroom, as a music teacher for 18 years, then two years 
as an assistant principal. Her other roles include legislator, deputy superintendent and chief of staff at 
the state education agency.  Spearman had a slight lead over Atwater in the eight-way primary two 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25846296/sc-voters-will-return-to-polls-for-runoff-contests
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25846296/sc-voters-will-return-to-polls-for-runoff-contests
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25862251/spearman-wins-gop-nomination-for-sc-superintendent
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weeks ago.  Atwater's interview with a conservative Greenville radio  station dealt a blow to her runoff 
campaign. 

 

July 24, 2014 

Tom Thompson is the Democratic nominee  for South Carolina education superintendent.  With over 
80 percent of precincts reporting, Thompson is leading Sheila Gallagher with more than 60 percent of 
the vote.  The former dean of graduate studies at South Carolina State University placed second in the 
four-way primary two weeks ago. Gallagher had attracted attention by advocating legalizing and taxing 
marijuana to raise money for schools.  But Thompson called it absurd to link buying marijuana to quality 
education .  The Chicago native started his career  in 1970 as an inner-city high school math teacher. 
Thompson came to South Carolina in 1982 from Wisconsin to be the first black principal of Winnsboro 
High School in Fairfield County.  Thompson ran unsuccessfully for state superintendent in 2010. 

 

July 30, 2014 

A proposed final compromise on legislation to replace Common Core in North Carolina's public schools 
could allow portions of the academic standards to remain if state education  officials choose.  The chief 
negotiators of competing versions of the measure said Wednesday an agreement has been reached. 
Both chambers would have to vote for the compromise before it goes to Gov. Pat McCrory's desk.  Sen. 
Jerry Tillman of Randolph County and Rep. Bryan Holloway of Stokes County both said the measure 
would do away with Common Core, adopted by more than 40 states. But Tillman says the State Board of 
Education could retain standards considered rigorous enough.  Teachers have been training or 
instructing based on Common Core for three years, but some parents don't like the curriculum 
associated with the standards. 

 

Aug. 2, 2014 

Former South Carolina Treasurer Thomas Ravenel walked around downtown Greenville on Friday 
afternoon greeting strangers and shaking their hands.   "I'm very passionate. I feel very strongly that our 
country is on the wrong course," Ravenel said.  The campaign trail is where he feels most comfortable. 
It's where he gets to talk to people and talk politics.  "I think we've got too much government, which 
takes away our freedom," Ravenel said.  He said too much government shrinks our liberties and that's 
why he want to take on U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham in November. He's running as an independent 
because he says some Republicans are too conservative and some Democrats are too liberal. 
 "I sincerely believe that individual adults should be able to make the important decision in their lives 
when it comes to education, health care or their retirement," Ravenel said. He hasn't been on the 
political trail in a while. Back in 2007, he was indicted on cocaine charges and served 10 months in 
prison. He says the experience showed him the criminal justice system isn't fair for those who aren't as 
fortunate as he is.  "You're in this legal purgatory where the right to borrow money, or to get a job. You 
fill out an application - have you ever been in prison? You can't get a job," Ravenel said.  He said he's 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25862251/spearman-wins-gop-nomination-for-sc-superintendent
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learned a lot about taking responsibility and says he's an honest man.  "That's how I got in trouble by 
the way with the cocaine. They told me I should've kept my mouth shut," he said.  He made his way 
from the reality of a prison cell to the reality TV show Southern Charm. He became a fan favorite by 
putting politics aside and showing a more personal side. "I think it helped because it showed that I'm 
transparent, I'm honest," he said.  And he hopes that people will see him as the right choice for the U.S. 
Senate seat, so he can help the country and the state.  Ravenel says he believes he will get the 10,000 
signatures to get his name on the November ballot. 

 

Aug. 4, 2014 

Someone in the Upstate is holding a lottery ticket that will make them $300,000 richer.  The South 
Carolina Education  Lottery said the winning ticket was sold at the Stop-A-Minit on South Piedmont 
Highway for Sunday's Palmetto Cash 5 game.  The ticket matched all five numbers and the holder 
powered-up for $1, tripling the prize from $100,000 to $300,000.  The winning numbers were 7, 8, 18, 
20, 27 and Power-Up 3.  The winner has 180 days from July 6 to claim their prize at the Columbia lottery 
office or it will go back into the education fund. 

 

Aug. 11, 2014 

A Georgia high school football player is dead after drinking too much fluid during practice.  Relatives of 
17-year-old Zyrees Oliver had him removed from life support early Monday in a hospital in Marietta. He 
had no brain activity.  Oliver was declared dead a short time later.  Oliver played football at Douglas 
County High School west of Atlanta.  Relatives say the youth complained of cramping during football 
practice on Tuesday. Aunt Tammy Chavis says the teen drank two gallons of water and two more gallons 
of Gatorade.  Oliver's mother picked him up because he couldn't drive, and he later collapsed at home 
and was taken to the hospital by helicopter.  Relatives say doctors told them Oliver suffered massive 
swelling around the brain from over-hydration.  The coroner says an autopsy is planned.  The family is 
attempting to raise money to bring his body to New Jersey through the website GoFundMe.  The City Of 
Mcdonough issued the following statement via facebook:  The City of McDonough is sad to learn of the 
passing of Douglas County High School Junior Zyrees Oliver, 17, who started feeling cramps after 
practice on Tuesday. He collapsed at home and was air lifted to a regional hospital Wednesday morning. 
Zyrees died this morning (Monday, 8-11-14). As football practice gets into full swing with games not far 
behind, always practice and play wisely as you should do in any sport in which you participate. 
Accidents and injuries can happen. Be safe students and athletes. 

 

Aug. 19, 2014 

A Taylors couple who won $1 million told lottery officials they celebrated their win with lunch at 
McDonald's.  South Carolina Education  Lottery officials said the husband buys Powerball and Mega 
Millions tickets weekly but until the July 16 game, they had nothing to show for it.  When they realized 
they won, the man said "We're having lunch at McDonald's."  His wife replied, "We might splurge and 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25954024/lotto-ticket-worth-300k-sold-in-piedmont
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try something that's not on the dollar menu," according to the lottery.  The couple said the money 
won't change how they live and they're keeping the win a secret for now, but will eventually tell family 
and friends.  The Garden Spot 4 received a commission of $10,000 for selling the claimed ticket 

 

Aug. 20, 2014 

A Greer High School student  was sent home on Tuesday before the first bell rang because school 
administrators said her new hairstyle was a distraction. Johnee' McGowen is 15 years old and said she's 
ready to hit the books .  "I like social studies , that's my favorite subject," McGowen said. She's a 
sophomore at Greer High School  and couldn't wait for her first day of school, but she said she never 
made it through the front door.  "They told me that because of my hair I wouldn't be able to go to 
school ," McGowen said.  Her now black hair, used to be red.  "Red was my favorite color to get my hair 
style," McGowen said.  McGowen's mother, Tiffiny Bruster, went to the principal's office to try and 
figure out why her daughter was sent home.  "He felt like it was inappropriate," Bruster said. "I asked 
why and he said because it would be a distraction."  According to Greenville County Schools district 
dress code, clothing and or hair should not be so extreme or inappropriate because it could be 
considered disruptive.  "Her hair has been a lighter shade of red, her hair has been blonde highlights," 
Bruster said.  She said it's never been a problem, so that's why she dyed her daughter's hair red.  "As a 
stylist, I've done several girls-teenage girls and adults with different color shades- red, blue, green," 
Bruster said.  She's said the hair style is part of her daughter's personality and flair for style.  "My 
concern is her right as a student ," Bruster said.  McGowen said she doesn't mind her new dark hair, 
but she will never forget her first day of 10th grade.  "I knew that I had to do it in order to go to school," 
she said. "I was really ready for that and I can't get that day back."  Bruster said she plans to file an 
appeal to get the day her daughter missed, reinstated.  

 

Aug. 21, 2014 

 

A Broome High School student died after passing out at school on Wednesday, the Spartanburg County 
coroner confirmed.   Public information coordinator Sherri Horton said the student was transported to 
Mary Black Hospital, but couldn't be resuscitated by medical staff.   "We offer our deepest prayers and 
sympathies to this student, his family, and Broome students and faculty," Horton said in a written 
statement.   Coroner Rusty Clevenger identified the student as 14-year-old Chaquantei Qualiq Fowler of 
Cowpens.   Clevenger said an autopsy is scheduled for Thursday in an attempt to determine the cause of 
death.   He said at this time there is no indication of foul play.   Horton said a remembrance and 
dedication is scheduled for Friday, Aug. 22 prior to the start of the Broome/Chesnee game in memory of 
Fowler, Kylie Gillette, a former student killed this past weekend in Charleston, and Elijah Dixon, a rising 
ninth-grader, who died over the summer.  
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Sept. 4, 2014 

Gov. Nikki Haley was in the Upstate on Thursday to kick off a day-long tour of the state announcing a 
campaign endorsement.   In Greenville, Haley was accompanied by business  leaders and the South 
Carolina Chamber of Commerce, announcing that they have endorsed her for governor a few months in 
advance of the November election.  Her Thursday tour also heads to Myrtle Beach, Ladson then 
Blythewood.  Haley's Democratic opponent, state Sen. Vincent Sheheen, is in Charleston on Thursday to 
talk with teachers and parents about improving education  in South Carolina. His campaign is expect to 
hold similar events across the state in coming weeks.  Sheheen and Haley will also face independent 
challenger Tom Ervin in November. 

 

Sept. 5, 2014 

Superintendent Mick Zais says he's disappointed by the declining scores on South Carolina's last exit 
exam.  Zais said Friday that while students will no longer take the exit exam, the state must work toward 
improved outcomes on the two college- and career-readiness tests that replace it.  Data  shows 77.4 
percent of first-time test-takers passed both the English and math sections of the High School 
Assessment Program last school year. That's down from 82 percent in 2013 and was students' worst 
showing since 2009.  Education  Oversight Committee director Melanie Barton says the overall drop is 
clearly due to lower achievement in math. The passing rate on that portion fell 5 points to 78.7 percent.  
Barton says the law that passed in April eliminating the test had no bearing on the drop. 

 

Sept. 9, 2014 

South Carolina senators are considering whether changes are needed to make it easier to get rid of 
incompetent teachers.  Republican Sen. Paul Thurmond of Charleston complains the formal evaluation 
process for dismissing teachers in "continuing contract" status can take several years, essentially 
robbing children of a good education .  Teacher advocates say the current process works.  Attorney Al 
Nichols says school administrators who are properly doing their jobs can weed out bad teachers without 
any hearing. That's because it can take up to seven years for teachers to earn the "continuing contract" 
status that provides termination rights.  State schools Superintendent Mick Zais recommends giving 
district superintendents final say over a teacher's dismissal. He says school board members can base 
decisions on friendships, rather than a teacher's capabilities. 

 

Sept. 11, 2014 

The Mauldin High School band director took home top honors at the Greenville County Schools award 
ceremony on Thursday.  Band and music  appreciation teacher Adam Scheuch was named GCS Teacher 
of the Year. Scheuch has taught for 15 years after earning a bachelor's degree from Furman University 
and a master's from VanderCook College of Music in Chicago.  Scheuch has served as band director at 
Mauldin since 2004. In 2011, he took the band to New Orleans to perform during the half-time show at 
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the Super Bowl.  Other teachers honored at Thursday's event included:   First Runner-up - David Evett, 
special education , Tanglewood Middle  Second Runner-up - Grant Hunter, mathematics, Wade 
Hampton High  Third Runner-up - Jake Gambrell, second grade, Oakview Elementary  Elementary 
Emerging Teacher of the Year - Ashley Bentley, fifth grade, Greenbrier Elementary   Secondary Emerging 
Teacher of the Year - Jessica Richardson, Spanish, Travelers Rest High  

 

Sept. 12, 2014 

The South Carolina Highway Patrol is joining with other law enforcement agencies and hospitals to 
make the final days of the summer driving season safer on the state's highways.  The Sober or Slammer 
campaign kicks off on Friday and continues through Labor Day.  The Department of Public Safety says 
that the campaign will include stepped up law enforcement and public education to combat drunken 
driving.  A release from the department says 141 people have died on the state's highways since 
Memorial Day. That's down from the 168 who died last year during the same period.  But Department 
of Public Safety Director Leroy Smith says that, while fatalities are down, drunken driving is still a 
problem. Impaired driving was involved in 40 percent of the fatalities in the state this summer. 

 

Sept. 16, 2014 

Lottery officials in South Carolina say three dozen stores have been suspended from selling tickets 
because of their involvement in the operation of illegal gambling machines.  Holli Armstrong with the 
South Carolina Education  Lottery told local media that the stores are being suspended for six months 
because of the illegal machines.  Armstrong says the stores have received a letter about the suspension.  
The stores' contracts with the lottery include a provision for a non-appealable six-month suspension if a 
magistrate determines there are illegal devices  in their stores.  About 4,000 businesses  in South 
Carolina sell lottery tickets. 

 

Sept. 22, 2014 

Students at Crestview Elementary received a visit Monday from an Olympic silver medalist as part of an 
effort to keep kids active and eating healthy.   Runner Manteo Mitchell, of Cullowhee, spoke to students 
about the Subway "Fit For Life Challenge" and the importance of staying fit, eating well and getting a 
good education .  He also talked about his experiences in the 2012 Olympics and the value of never 
giving up on a goal.   Mitchell won silver in the 4x400 meter relay, even after breaking his leg during his 
stint of the heat.   Mitchell's message is one of inspiration to any and all who want to compete in any 
sport. He gave us some advice when it comes to eating healthy.  "I mean, you don't have to eat salads 
every single day, you can jazz  it up, put some chicken in it, or some fish... there's many alternatives to 
be healthy," Mitchell said.  After the assembly, students got to see his silver medal then run alongside 
Mitchell on the track, getting some first-hand experience of what it's like to race an Olympian. More 
than 60,000 elementary and middle school age students in the Carolinas will participate in Subway's 
two-week challenge, tracking their healthy eating and physical activity. Mitchell will also be visiting 
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additional schools in the region during National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month in September.  
Free tracking forms for the challenge are available online  at gofitforlife.com and in kids meals during 
October at participating Subway restaurants, while supplies last. 

 

Sept. 26, 2014 

The Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure returns to Greenville this weekend for its 20th annual race. 
The SC Mountains to Midlands race will begin at Fluor Field in downtown Greenville, Saturday, Sept. 27 
between 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.  Seventy-five percent of the funds  raised at the SC Mountains to 
Midlands affiliate race are used provide breast health research, diagnostics, screening, treatment, 
services and education for uninsured or underinsured women. The remaining 25 percent of funds 
contribute to breast cancer research aimed at discovering a cure.  Below is a list of road closures that 
will take place on Saturday during the race:  South Main Street from Anderson Street to West Broad 
Street  Broad Street from Falls Street to Westfield Street  Spring Street from East Broad Street to East 
North Street  South Irvine Street from East McBee Avenue to East North Street East North Street from 
South Irvine Street to South Brown Street  North Brown Street from East Coffee Street to East North 
Street  East Coffee Street from North Brown Street to North Irvine Street  East McBee Avenue from 
South Spring Street to South Irvine Street  River Street from West Broad Street to South Main Street  
Westfield Street from West Broad Street to Academy Street  Gibbs Street from Westfield Street to 
Martin Street  Reedy View Drive  from Westfield Street to River Street  South Markley Street from 
South Main Street to Vardry Street  All of Martin Street  All of Riley Street  All of Field Street 

 

Sept. 30, 2014 

Clemson University released a statement on Tuesday announcing the death of a student. 
The college issued the following statement but no other details about Kendall Wernet's death have 
been released.   "We are deeply saddened to learn of the tragic death of Clemson student Kendall 
Wernet, a junior management major from Arden, N.C.," said Clemson University Dean of Students 
Shannon Finning. "Our heartfelt condolences go out to his family and friends, and we stand ready to 
help them through this difficult time.”  According to the Miami-Dade Medical Examiner's office, Wernet 
died in Miami-Dade County at 8:24 a.m. on Monday but no cause of death has been given. 
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

THIRD QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
 
Sundays 6:00am  MOUNT MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description: A church service airing Sunday mornings. (1-hour) 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 
 

Public Service Announcements that aired:  

 

July 10, 2014                                                                                                                                                                             
The Anderson County Sheriff's Office is asking the public for help locating a missing 68-year-old woman 
on Thursday.   Lt. Sheila Cole said Gail Huggins was last seen by her son late in the evening on July 1.   
Huggins is described as a white female, 5'4", 170 pounds, with red hair and blue eyes. There was no 
description of the clothes she might be wearing.   Cole said her disappearance does not appear to be 
suspicious.   This is not the first time the woman has left home, but she is considered "at risk" since she 
is in the beginning stages of dementia, Cole said.   She is believed to have left her home on Humbert 
Street on foot.   Anyone with information is asked to contact Investigator Jason Price with the Anderson 
County Sheriff's Office at 864-260-4434.     

 

July 11, 2014     

                                                                                                                                                                         The 
Greenville County Sheriff's Office is asking the public for help locating a missing woman on Friday.   
Deputies said 21-year-old Janetta Kyles was last seen on June 27.   She is described as being 5'07", 170 
lbs, with brown eyes and brown hair, which is in long braids.   Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the sheriff's office at 864-271-5210 or Crime Stoppers at 864-23-CRIME.  
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July 11, 2014 

An elephant crying real tears is making people smile. The story of a chained elephant, crying as he was 
rescued, has gone viral.  They appeared to be tears of joy as he tasted freedom for the first time.  50-
year-old Raju bobs his head relentlessly. His caretakers say it’s a sign of the trauma he’s had to endure. 
He was shackled and abused for five decades.  Even though he’s now in a safe house with almost a 
dozen other rescued elephants, they say he’s not quite sure how to react to his new surroundings.  Raju 
is still very uncomfortable with human beings, so this is the closest I can get to him. But this is one way 
to train captive elephants, with positivity and treats.  The rescuers say he was poached and sold on and 
on, and may have had up to 27 owners.  All his life, Raju was forced to work as a begging prop for his 
owners. Sometimes he would be rented out of India weddings.  To keep him under control, his owners 
allegedly starved and beat him.  "I know this is hard to believe but these are not from a torture 
chamber, they are actually things we took off Raju,” Wildlife SOS co-founder Katrick Satyanarayan said. 
“These spears they were used every day to spear Raju when he wouldn't listen. And these spikes, they 
are spikes that he's worn for the past 50 years of his life every single day, day and night.”  After 
investigating Raju’s case for more than a year, Kartic Satyanarayan and his team from Wildlife SOS 
rescued Raju last week.  A team of 10 wildlife experts and 30 enforcement officers entered his 
enclosure, on the side of the road, in the middle of the night.  Images of what happened next have gone 
viral.  "He had these huge gushes of liquid coming out of his eyes and just pouring down on either side 
of his cheek,” Satyanarayan said.  The rescue operation took eight hours. As Raju was unchained, 
Satyanarayan says he cried again.  "It was a very emotional moment and our vet doctor, who is by far 
the most scientific person in our group, said, you know you can't say those tears have nothing to do 
with pain initially and the he said you know it looks like he understands that we are here to help him," 
Satyanarayan said.  "It's okay for animals to have some tears but he was weeping there was so much 
tears coming out we could see he was in a lot of pain," Senior Veterinary Officer Dr. Yaduraj Khadpekar 
said.  "But can elephants actually cry, show emotions?" CNN reporter Sumnima Udas said.  "Yes, of 
course elephants are very emotional, they show the emotions as we do,” Dr. Khadpekar said.  Wildlife 
SOS has rescued thousands of animals, including 11 elephants. Those who have been rehabilitated walk 
around freely.  Some 3000 elephants remain in captivity though, in India alone.  In a country where the 
majority of Indians still live in impoverished circumstances, animals, for the most part, have yet to 
become a priority.  "I think the biggest challenge is the mindset of the people who deal with captive 
elephants,” Wildlife co-founder Geeta Sehsamani said. “They justify almost every kind of cruelty that is 
practiced against captive elephants on ground of tradition. And this is what we are trying to fight.  As for 
Raju, the experts say it will take years for him to learn to accept the kindness of human beings.  He is 
still half the weight he should be, but for now, at last, he’s free. 

 

July 25, 2014 

All of the voluntary evacuations have been lifted and Mauldin Road is back open after a chemical fire on 
Friday. Dispatchers said the fire alarm went off about 5:27 a.m. from New Life Chemical plant, which is 
located at Mauldin and North Kings roads just north of Interstate 85.  Gantt Fire Chief Jay Mitchell said a 
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small fire broke out in the area of 8,000 pounds of sodium hydro sulfite inside the plant. He said the 
chemicals were kept in drums in a mixing room at the chemical plant, and 5,000 pounds were involved 
in the fire.  The fire was extinguished with a type of soda ash they had at the plant, but crews had to 
monitor the air quality as there was a large white cloud coming from the building almost to I-85 at first, 
Mitchell said.  In order to make sure the chemical drift cloud was contained, Mitchell said they issued a 
wide evacuation order to ensure the chemical was neutralized.  They monitored the air quality and 
confirmed it was good and slowly lifted the voluntary evacuations for everyone, Mitchell said.   A 
private contractor was brought in to clean up the chemical and damage. Mitchell said no one was 
injured in the fire.  Voluntary evacuations were issued for the areas of Mauldin and Wenwood, Parkins 
Mill and Windmont, and Pleasantburg and Mauldin. Residents were notified by reverse 911 calls.  
Mauldin Road was closed to traffic between South Pleasantburg Drive and Parkins Mill Road south of I-
85 and opened back up a little before 11 a.m. 

 

Aug. 14, 2014 

A man from Anderson County is making it big, landing a starring role in his second big blockbuster.  First 
staring as Jackie Robinson, now Chadwick Boseman will portray James Brown in a new film.  But before 
his days on the big screen, Boseman was featured in a booklet of high school  newspaper clippings. His 
name headlines the story, "Mr. T.L. Hanna."   "We knew when he was a student  here, you could just 
tell the talent he had," said Sheila Hilton, principal at T.L. Hanna High School in Anderson. "He was 
winning at everything he competed in."  Boseman graduated from Hanna in 1995.  "Chad was just a joy 
to have here," Hilton said.  He made himself known at his alma mater during plays, also as an athlete 
and as Mr. T.L. Hanna.  "He also, here at Hanna was in the Speech and Debate program. He also was 
very talented at that," Hilton said.  And now Boseman has a new title as The Godfather of Soul .   He 
stars in the new movie Get on Up. It's a biopic about the life of South Carolina native James Brown.   
"We were just sort of waiting for him to get his big break," Hilton said.  And although he's had television 
roles, he scored his first big break in the movie 42, as baseball legend, Jackie Robinson.  "We have some 
star quality  here," Hilton said.  Boseman shares  the screen in his new movie with Academy Award 
winner Octavia Spencer and well-known actors Viola Davis and Dan Aykroyd.   "Everybody knew he had 
a gift," Hilton said.  She said she's proud to see a T.L. Hanna honor student portray a music  legend like 
James Brown.   "It's just a thrill to see a student succeed and of course we wish that for all of our 
students," Hilton said.  The title of the movie comes from James Brown's famous single "Get Up." The 
movie hits theatres on Friday, Aug. 1 

 

Sept. 17, 2014 

Three vulnerable adults were physically abused, one even sprayed with pepper spray, by a caregiver, 
according to Greenville County deputies.  Deputies said they received complaints about two abuse 
victims in the care of the South Carolina Mentor Network in May.  As they investigated the claims, 
deputies said they discovered a third victim. Deputy Drew Pinciaro said the victims were cared for at the 
Bonnie Woods facility on Bonnie Woods Drive.  In connection with the investigation, deputies said two 
employees were arrested. Pinciaro said Patsy Robinson, 50, was charged with three counts of abuse of a 
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vulnerable adult and Clarence Dillard, 47, was charged with two counts of failing to report abuse of a 
vulnerable adult.  According to arrest warrants, Robinson beat two adults in the head with a belt on 
multiple occasions and when a witness reported it to Dillard, Robinson's supervisor, he did not report it 
to authorities though he is required to by law under SC Code section 43-35-25.  The SC Mentor Network 
State Director Stan Butkus released the following statement on Wednesday:   "As an organization 
dedicated to providing quality of life enhancing services to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, South Carolina MENTOR takes our obligation to ensuring the safety and well-
being of those we serve very seriously. We are deeply disturbed by the allegations regarding two former 
employees and are fully cooperating with law enforcement. South Carolina MENTOR has a zero 
tolerance policy regarding abuse and neglect of those we support.  "In compliance with DDSN standards 
and our internal policies and procedures, all prospective employees are required to submit to multiple 
background checks prior to hire, including a South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) report, a 
Central Registry check, an Office of the Inspector General (OIG) check and a sex offender registry check. 
Prospective employees must also provide a driving history for the ten years prior to hire. Background 
checks and driving history reviews are then repeated annually after hire.  "South Carolina MENTOR 
requires, expects and promotes ethical practices at all levels of the organization in accordance with our 
Quality of Care Standards, Code of Conduct and the laws and regulations governing the state of South 
Carolina. We regularly and clearly communicate to our employees regarding their obligation to report 
any allegations of abuse and neglect to SLED. In addition, if an employee feels for any reason that they 
cannot report any concerns internally, they are urged to call our confidential Compliance Hotline that is 
available 24 hours a day/365 days a year." 

 

Sept. 20, 2014 

A group of South Carolina cyclists hit the road Saturday for a nine-day ride to Maine that raises money 
for cancer research, care and awareness.  Three teams of riders and a support team in the Challenge to 
Conquer Cancer left from the Greenville Health System Cancer Center on Faris Road at 9 a.m.  The ride 
will end Sept. 29 at the Dempsey Challenge in Lewiston, ME, which actor Patrick Dempsey's signature 
benefit event for the Patrick Dempsey Center for Cancer Hope and Healing.  Organizers said the purpose 
of the ride is to honor and memorialize cancer survivors and current cancer patients. Each team will ride 
for and in honor of a "Cancer Warrior." Warriors are people who are undergoing or have recently 
completed cancer treatment. Organizers said the cancer warriors will be flown to Maine to participate 
in the Dempsey Challenge.  Organizers said money raised during C3 will fund a portion of the oncology 
rehabilitation program at GHS Cancer Center called Moving On. The program helps cancer patients 
"move on past the challenges of their disease by decreasing fatigue, increasing strength and improving 
quality of life," according to the C3 website.  

 

September 23, 2014 

Two rival universities united in their grief for the loss of a college student from the Upstate, and many 
more across other campuses wore orange to show support for those who knew Tucker Hipps. In his 19 
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years, Hipps touched a lot of lives in his hometown of Piedmont and around the state as he was an 
athlete, member of Palmetto Boys State and active in his church.  His family and friends, fraternity 
brothers, classmates and many more filled Bowman field with candles and cell phones to light up 
Tuesday's dark sky and mourn the loss of the Clemson University sophomore. And two hours south in 
Columbia, students from the University of South Carolina filled the steps of the State House to say their 
goodbyes.  The Oconee County coroner said Hipps died from a head injury consistent with a fall from 
about 20 feet above where he was found in Lake Hartwell, near the Highway 93 that crosses over the 
Seneca River.  The bridge runs the span of the river portion of the lake, close to campus and YMCA 
Beach.  The university said Hipps was last seen early Monday on an activity run with other members of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, but when he did not show up for breakfast, brothers began looking for 
him before reporting him missing to university police. An officer looking for him found his body in the 
water about 3:30 p.m.  In the wake of Hipps' death and investigation, the university suspended all social 
and new-member initiation activities for the 24 fraternities at Clemson in the wake of recent reports of 
violations of the law or student conduct code. And while SigEp's national office and others have noted 
allegations of hazing on social media in connection to Hipps' death, Oconee County Sheriff Mike 
Crenshaw said the investigation has not revealed that.  "So far, there has been no indication in the 
Oconee County Sheriff's Office investigation that hazing played a part in the death of Tucker Hipps," 
Crenshaw said in a statement released Tuesday.  As of Wednesday morning, deputies said they have 
spoken to 50 people including 30 fraternity brothers as part of the investigation. Oconee County 
Sheriff's Office spokesperson Jimmy Watt said from all of the accounts, no one saw Hipps go off of the 
bridge.   Watt stressed that there is no evidence or indication so far that there were any signs of hazing, 
but they are still investigating.   Deputies are asking anyone who may have seen something around 5:30 
a.m. Monday in the area of the Highway 93 bridge to call 864-638-4111 to provide your information.  As 
the investigation continues, students and friends were left to grieve together and remember they 
legacy they say Hipps left behind.  "I think this enables us to focus on the positive influence that he had 
on so many," said David Fleming, who knew Hipps through his involvement with Boys State. "He was a 
great guy and one that we should be positively influenced by and one to be more like."  "He was just full 
of life and loves people, and they in turn loved him," said Dr. David Gallamore, senior pastor of the 
church Hipps attended.  And outside of the Clemson area, the motto "One state, two schools" was 
evident in Columbia, where longtime friends and others who did not know Hipps gathered in orange to 
light candles in his remembrance Tuesday night.  "Everyone showed up with the spirit of Tucker in 
them, I couldn't ask for anything more," said Gianna Lanz, a fellow Wren High graduate with Hipps and 
USC sophomore. Lanz and other Wren graduates organized the vigil.   "I just woke up this morning 
thinking, we need to do something for Tucker," said Lanz. "It's solid orange for Tucker, I wore this 
around campus - got the weirdest looks obviously because we're at USC."  "Tucker when you met him, I 
mean, you fell in love with him immediately. He was your best friend just right off the bat," said Nic 
Simmons, who played football with Hipps at Wren.  And though many of his high school and Boys State 
friends went to different schools, they kept in touch and were deeply affected by the news of Hipps' 
death.  "He did the bridge program first year, and then he came to Clemson this year ... and then all the 
time he kept talking about, 'I can't wait to rush; I can't wait to pledge a fraternity," said friend Jordan 
Caldwell, a Wren graduate and junior at USC.   For all those impacted by his loss, the university is 
providing grief counseling to those in need.  Arrangements have not been released yet for Hipps. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26597964/ocso-body-found-in-lake-hartwell
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26609995/clemson-suspends-fraternities-social-new-member-activities
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26607692/sheriff-releases-statement-on-death-of-clemson-student
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26611481/rock-springs-pastor-tucker-hipps-was-full-of-life
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
THIRD QUARTER 2014 

 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired:  
 
 

July 10, 2014 

The husband of a woman who police say faked her own drowning to avoid a Mecklenburg County court 
appearance turned himself in to authories in Myrtle Beach hours after his wife turned herself in to 
authorities in Charlotte. Amy Arrington, 42, is charged with three counts of identity theft, four counts of 
obtaining property by false pretense, forgery of instrument and uttering a forged instrument, according 
to court records.  She was booked in the Mecklenburg County Jail under the name Amy Robinson and 
placed under a $500,000. If released, officials say she will be required to wear an electronic monitoring 
device and will not  be allowed outside of Gaston County.  Her husband, Paul David Arrington, was 
wanted by North Myrtle Beach police for filing a false police report on July 5.   Sources told WBTV that 
he turned himself in at the North Myrtle Beach Department of Public Safety Building around 4 p.m. and 
was taken inot custody.  Arrington was reported missing by her husband. According to the police report 
from North Myrtle Beach, Arrington was reported missing to the lifeguard tower near Sea Mountain 
Highway just before 5 p.m. Saturday.   The police report states that Paul told police he was laying on the 
beach when Amy told him she was going into the water. He told her he would be there in a minute and 
watched her walk into the water about waist deep before he laid back down.  About 15 to 20 minutes 
later, Paul began to approach a woman on the beach who he thought was his wife. Paul then realized it 
was not her and reported her missing to a lifeguard, according to the report.  Paul told police that his 
wife was an average swimmer and had two alcoholic beverages throughout the day.  As emergency 
crews searched a popular beach along the Carolina coast for Arrington, a Mecklenburg County judge 
issued an order for her arrest.  She was scheduled to appear in court on Monday for a habitual felon 
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trial and never showed. Arrington has charges for identity theft and forgery among other things.   On 
Wednesday morning, police in North Myrtle Beach said Arrington did not drown in the ocean and had 
faked the whole thing.  "It has been determined that she and her husband, Paul David Arrington, 
conspired for her to disappear to avoid having to show up in court in North Carolina to answer to 
charges filed against her in that state," police said.  Paul Arrington will now face charges in North Myrtle 
Beach for filing a false police report.  Arrington had previously stated he would release a statement 
Wednesday regarding the disappearance of Amy Arrington. There is no word on what would be 
discussed, but an attorney was set to be present at the meeting.  Prosecutors in the case against Amy 
Arrington said they didn't realize Arrington was missing until Monday morning and certainly didn't 
expect the back story. WBTV has learned  that out-of-state witnesses were in court Monday morning 
ready to testify against Arrington.  During the five day search, investigators maintained that finding 
Arrington safe and sound was their number one priority.  Her attorney was expected to come back 
Monday afternoon to strike the order for arrest, but he never showed.   This isn't the first time 
Arrington has missed a court date.   Prosecutors tell WBTV her attorney provided an ER note when she 
failed to appear in court.   WBTV has also learned that Arrington has prior felony convictions. Her 
criminal record spans two decades.  In April of 1992, she was charged with credit card theft, larceny, 
and financial card fraud, according to public records.  In 2005, records show that she was hit with 12 
different charges, including identity fraud/theft and Cheat – property/services.  According to the State 
of North Carolina, Arrington has served more than 3 years behind bars.  Her most recent charges of 
identity theft and forgery still need to be handled in the court of law.  Her disappearance over the 
weekend temporarily put those proceedings on hold.   Monday evening, WBTV went to the Lowell 
address listed on Arrington's missing persons report. The man who lives in the home said he moved in 
five months ago, but that police came to their door on Saturday night.   "We went to the door and it 
was the Lowell police. And they were asking if Amy lived here. Any time police show up at 10:30 at 
night, it's always nerve racking," he said.   He said he had only met Arrington twice, but that her mail 
and probation officer still came to his address.  "It adds a little bit of intrigue, but you definitely don't 
want to police showing up at your door," he said.   WBTV reached out to Arrington's attorney, as well as 
her husband and have yet to hear back.  

 
 
 
 
 
July 11,2014 
 

Clemson police said a teenager is behind bars and a man and woman are wanted in connection to a 
drug seizure at a hotel.  Officers said they were called to a motel on July 6 in reference to a call about a 
suspicious person.  Deputies said they spoke with three individuals renting a room at the motel and 
later found more than 11 grams methamphetamine inside the room.  Police said 17-year-old Mitchell 
Hooper of Seneca has since been arrested and charged with trafficking methamphetamine and 
trafficking methamphetamine within the proximity of a school. Hooper is currently being held at the 
Clemson City Jail awaiting a bond hearing.  Officers said Roger McGuffin, 35, of Fair Play and Chelsea 
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Oshields, 23, of Seneca are wanted.  Anyone with information on either suspect's whereabouts are 
asked to call the Clemson City Police Department at 864-624-2000.  

 

July 20, 2014 

Asheville police said they are looking for two men wanted in connection with larceny at a car lot this 
month.  According to investigators, Jim Barkley Toyota at 777 Brevard Rd. in Asheville  reported that 
two vehicles on the lot were broken into, and stereo and navigation units were stolen on Thursday, July 
14. Surveillance images from the dealership show two men police believe are responsible for the break-
ins.   Police said the suspects were driving a gray colored truck that was also captured on camera and 
are wanted for questioning by the Asheville Police.   If you have any information please contact Crime 
Stoppers 828-255-5050 or Asheville Police at 828-252-1110. 

 

Aug. 6, 2014 

Greenville County deputies named a suspect Monday in the beating death of a woman who was found 
dead inside her Greenville home last month.  Deputies said that on July 15 they went to 8 Valentine St. 
to check on a person who lived there after a neighbor said she had not been seen for a couple of days. 
They said they found the body of 59-year-old Ramona Hatton inside.  On Monday, deputies identified 
30-year-old Ramane Green, of Simpsonville, as a suspect in Hatton's death.  According to warrant issued 
for Green's arrest, evidence found at the home indicates he was present at the time Hatton died.  
Anyone with information about either Hatton's death or Green's whereabouts was asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 864-23-CRIME (864-232-7463). 

 

Aug. 8, 2014 

Spartanburg County Coroner Rusty Clevenger announced that the body of a woman reported missing 
since July 1990 has been identified through her mother's DNA.  Clevenger said the body of Madelyn Cox 
Thomas, of Gastonia, NC, was found along Davis Chapel Road near Interstate 85 in Spartanburg County, 
in August of 1990, by a woman walking her dog.   Clevenger said Thomas' body had been decapitated 
and mutilated in other ways that made it impossible to identify through conventional methods. 
Investigators were able to determine that Thomas had been stabbed to death.  Investigators said a big 
break came in the case, when the victim's mother had her own DNA uploaded into a government 
website for missing people called namus.gov. Clevenger said the online database was able to match the 
mom's DNA to Thomas.  Sheriff Chuck Wright said that investigators with his department will now work 
with detectives from the Gaston County Police Department to find Thomas' killer.   "It gives us a point of 
contact that we can work backward from that point," said Wright of today's announcement.  Wright 
said Thomas was reported missing by her husband a month before her body was found. The state of 
North Carolina declared Thomas legally dead in 1998.  Clevenger said an investigator from his office 
traveled to Pennsylvania to let Thomas' family know she had been found.  Anyone with information 
about this case is asked to call Crimestoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC 
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Aug. 15, 2014 

A former Anderson County deputy accused of selling drugs earlier this month was accused of another 
drug-related crime Monday.  On July 2, Shane Thompson was arrested on a misconduct charge after a 
joint investigation between the sheriff's office and the State Law Enforcement Division.  According to an 
arrest warrant, Thompson sold drugs and provided sensitive information about law enforcement to 
people without authorization to receive such information.  On Monday, a drug-possession charge was 
filed against Thompson.  According to an arrest warrant, Thompson had hydrocodone in his sheriff's 
office vehicle. It said that Thompson did not have a prescription for the painkiller.   Thompson had 
worked for the sheriff's office since January 2005. 

 

Aug. 29, 2014 

The Greenville County Sheriff's Office is asking the public for help locating a suspect wanted for charges 
related to a 2009 armed robbery at a CVS.   Deputies said Jeffrey Jones Harrison has four active 
warrants for kidnapping, armed robbery, possession of a weapon during a violent crime and grand 
larceny.  Three of the four charges are related to an armed robbery at the CVS on Fairview Road on July 
28, 2009, deputies said.   Deputies said the grand larceny charge is related to an incident on July 27, 
2009.   Anyone with information regarding the location of Harrison is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
864-23-CRIME.  

 

Sept. 3, 2014   

The Greenville County sheriff said the man who shot and killed his stepfather before firing shots at 
police headquarters and a Greenville officer is believed to be the man who killed two security guards at 
the Hollingsworth textile plant on FridayOn Tuesday, Sheriff Steve Loftis said 23-year-old Evan Bennett 
killed 65-year-old Bobby Wayne Wood and 53-year-old Richard Ellison at the non-operational Laurens 
Road textile plant on Friday.  Deputies said Ellison and Wood were working security at the plant where 
they were discovered dead about 3:30 a.m. by a newspaper delivery woman. The coroner said both 
men were shot in the head with a shotgun.  Loftis called the incident a "senseless thrill killing." He said 
Bennett had spent ample time on the property and was watching the guards.   Since then, deputies 
have released little information about the ongoing double-homicide investigation.  Then on Monday, 
Greenville police were called to 18 Augusta Ct. where they said they found Gregory Jones, 58, dead 
from an apparent gunshot wound about 9:30 p.m.   Loftis said Bennett was confronted by family about 
being involved in the deaths of the two security guards, pushing him over the edge. Police said Bennett 
shot Jones, his stepfather.   Bennett then said "the war is just beginning" before leaving the home 
dressed in a black tactical vest, black fingerless gloves and camouflage pants, according to witnesses' 
statements to deputies.  Less than an hour later, police said Bennett went to the Greenville County Law 
Enforcement Center on McGee Street in downtown, which is about three miles away and tried to enter 
the lobby, but the doors were locked because it was after hours.   Bennett fired a shotgun into the front 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26401794/deputies-two-reported-dead-at-greenville-textile-plant
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26401794/deputies-two-reported-dead-at-greenville-textile-plant
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26422112/dispatch-shots-fired-in-greenville-co-law-enforcement-center
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doors, then ran to the parking lot and took cover behind a Greenville County deputy's car, according to 
police.  "He stood up from his kneeled position and discharged one shotgun blast towards our officer," 
Gambrell said.  Police said one officer was hit and fired back one round, missing Bennett. That officer, 
whose name has not yet been released, was shot three times by Bennett, according to Gambrell. He 
said as more officers responded, Bennett shot himself with the shotgun and died at the scene.  Loftis 
said Bobby Wood's sergeant's badge for Hollingsworth property was later located in Bennett's room 
under his mattress. Bennett also had five SLED certification cards in his wallet that belonged to Wood, 
according to Loftis.  Gambrell said Bennett was the only suspect in Jones' death, though they cannot 
confirm the shotgun from Monday was used during Friday's double-homicide.  The officer shot by 
Bennett underwent one surgery for his shotgun wounds and remains in the hospital. As of Wednesday 
morning, police said he was considered to be in serious but stable condition and will likely need more 
surgeries.  Police said he is a five-year veteran of the department.  Loftis said the Hollingsworth case is 
still an active investigation to confirm no one else was involved.   On Wednesday, deputies released a 
photo of Bennett from his Aug. 26, 2011 arrest. That case was later dismissed. They said the photo does 
not accurately represent Bennett during Friday and Monday's crimes as he had a close-cut, military-
style haircut.   Services for Ellison and Wood are set for Wednesday. Wood's funeral will be held at 
10:30 a.m. at Thomas McAfee's downtown chapel at 639 North Main St. with burial after at MJ Dolly 
Cooper Veteran Cemetery. Ellison's funeral is at 2 p.m. at the Johnson's Funeral Home chapel at 113 N 
Poinsett Hwy. in Travelers Rest with burial following at Woodlawn Memorial Garden. 

 

Sept. 3, 2014 

With the success of Fall For Greenville in 2013, the annual festival had some extra money  to donate to 
local nonprofits. Several organizations applied for the grants, which were presented at Greenville City 
Hall on Wednesday.  Fall for Greenville awarded $5,000 grants to Sustaining Way, Loaves & Fishes and 
Culinary Institute of the Carolinas at Greenville Technical College .   The festival also gave a $20,000 
grant to the Mill Village Farms Rooftop Initiative, which will help fund the first urban rooftop farm in 
South Carolina.  MVF's urban rooftop farm is atop the former Windstream building at the corner of East 
Washington Street and Main Street in downtown. With the use of aeroponic towers and planters, the 
farm will grow fresh produce in 24 days.  Photos: Farm grows amidst downtown Greenville skyline  The 
farm will be outfitted with up to 50 tower gardens.  The four organizations awarded on Wednesday 
were the second wave of nonprofits benefiting from the success  of the festival. $50,000 was donated 
to seven nonprofit organizations who committed substantial volunteer hours during the 2013 event. In 
the past 10 years, Fall for Greenville has donated more than $400,000 to the community.  The 2014 Fall 
For Greenville festival is only a few weeks away, with the live music, delicious food and more set to fill 
the streets of downtown Oct. 10 through 12.  Click here for more info on Fall For Greenville. Click here 
for more info on MVF's Rooftop Initiative. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26438154/fall-for-greenville-donates-2013-funds-to-rooftop-farm-local-charities
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26438154/fall-for-greenville-donates-2013-funds-to-rooftop-farm-local-charities
http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=126293
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26438154/fall-for-greenville-donates-2013-funds-to-rooftop-farm-local-charities
http://www.fallforgreenville.net/
http://www.millvillagefarms.org/rooftop/
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Sept. 23, 2014 

A recently-fired former UPS employee shot and killed two people at the UPS Customer Center in north 
Birmingham before taking his own life on Tuesday morning.  The shooter has been identified by the 
Birmingham Police Department as 45-year-old Kerry Joe Tesney of Trussville.  The identities of both 
victims have not been released yet as authorities are still working to notify their families.  Police 
received multiple phone calls about an active shooter at 9:21 a.m. on Tuesday.   During the shooting, 
multiple employees fled from the UPS building located in the 4600 block of Inglenook Lane near the 
Birmingham Shuttlesworth International Airport.  Birmingham patrol officers were some of the first 
ones to arrive at the scene.  "When police officers entered the facility, they identified and located the 
three bodies, one of those is obviously the shooter, and it appeared he died of a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound," Birmingham Police Chief A.C. Roper said.  Two of the bodies were located inside an office and 
one of the bodies was outside one of the offices.   Police said Tesney shot two supervisors and then shot 
himself in the head.  Tesney worked for UPS for 23 years and was fired from his job in June and was 
appealing his termination.   On Monday, he learned that the company upheld the termination. Police 
said he showed up on Tuesday morning, wearing his UPS uniform, and targeted two members of 
management.  "It appears that the shooter knew exactly who he wanted to target at the time," Edwards 
said.  UPS officials say Tesney arrived on the property in his personal vehicle and drove through an open 
dock door. He then went into an office where he opened fire.  According to UPS, the dock area where 
Tesney entered is not normally used by the public, so it's unclear how he gained access. UPS officials say 
they are investigating how Tesney was able to get inside.  When Birmingham police officers got to the 
scene, they did not hear any gunshots or fire any shots. No other injuries were reported.  Chief Roper 
said police will be interviewing family, friends and witnesses to discover a motive in the shooting. 
Several UPS employees and witnesses to the shooting were taken by bus to Birmingham's Boutwell 
Auditorium for interviews and counseling. Lt. Edwards estimated more than a dozen witnesses were 
being interviewed.   Birmingham Fire and Rescue crews and EMS personnel responded to the Boutwell 
Auditorium to offer support. The Red Cross provided pizzas to the UPS employees who were being 
interviewed at Boutwell.  At least one employee suffered from a panic attack after the shooting, but is 
expected to be OK.   Birmingham city officials closed Abraham Woods Jr. Blvd. from Short 20th to 
Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd due to the witness interviews being conducted at Boutwell Auditorium.   The 
UPS facility in Inglenook is on lock down while authorities can continue to gather evidence and process 
the scene.  Chief Roper said the shooting is "extremely troubling for the city, for these families that are 
involved, because when these people came to work today they had no idea this would be their last day 
on earth."  "They were just people working at their job, for them to lose their lives is very sad. Violence 
is never the answer," he continued.    UPS confirmed that two current employees and a recently 
terminated employee were dead in a 2 p.m. update posted on their website:  UPS can verify that a 
shooting occurred at a UPS facility outside Birmingham, Ala., at 9:21 a.m. CT. We can confirm that two 
UPS employees and a recently terminated employee are dead. We are not confirming the identities 
pending notification of their families by authorities.  The safety of our employees is our primary focus, 
and UPS is cooperating fully with law enforcement.  We are deeply saddened by this event, and our 
thoughts and prayers go out to the families and friends of those who lost their lives today.  We 
recognize that this process is painful for family and friends, so we ask for your patience and 
understanding as we work with the authorities.  Our focus now is on assisting the families of the victims, 
as well as the employees who work in this facility. We have reached out to the families and are 
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providing counseling and support to employees during this difficult time.  UPS published an initial 
statement online at 11:05 a.m. EST:  "UPS can verify that there has been a shooting incident at a UPS 
facility outside Birmingham, AL, at approximately 9:40 am Central Time. Police were contacted, and UPS 
is offering full cooperation to verify circumstances and personnel on site."  Governor Robert Bentley 
released the following statement after the shooting:  "Dianne and I are saddened to learn about the 
deadly shooting at the UPS Center in Birmingham. Our thoughts and prayers are with the families and 
co-workers of those who died this morning.  I was briefed on the active shooter situation by the 
Alabama Secretary of Law Enforcement just moments after it occurred. I commend the quick and 
efficient response of Birmingham Chief A.C. Roper and his staff at the Birmingham Police Department. 
Today's incident is a reminder of the importance of law enforcement training to respond to active 
shooters.  State law enforcement resources are available and ready to assist if needed as investigators 
work to determine a cause in this deadly shooting."  Birmingham Mayor William Bell released the 
following statement on the shooting:   "We are deeply saddened by today's events and offer our 
condolences to the families and employees impacted by today's tragedy. Chief Roper and the BPD have 
our full support as we investigate and get answers for all involved." 

Sept. 24, 2014 

Clemson University officials announced on Tuesday they have suspended all social and new-member 
initiation activities of 24 fraternities due to several recent reports of violations of the law and student 
code. The announcement comes just one day after student Tucker Hipps was found dead in the Seneca 
River after participating in an early-morning activity run with fraternity members.   Student Affairs Vice 
President Gail DiSabatino told FOX Carolina the school has received an unprecedented number of 
allegations of violations of their conduct codes over the last 2-3 weeks.   "It is especially prudent to 
suspend fraternity activities given the tragic death of Tucker Hipps. There has been a high number of 
reports of serious incidents involving fraternity activities, ranging from alcohol-related medical 
emergencies to sexual misconduct," said DiSabatino in a press release.   "These behaviors are 
unacceptable and mandate swift and effective action to protect students. There is no higher priority 
than the safety and welfare of our students," said DiSabatino.   DiSabatino said there are currently 15 
investigations underway amongst the 24 fraternities. The investigations are looking into 5 hazing 
allegations, 3 sexual assault allegations and 7 alcohol related offenses.   She said campus police and 
several local law enforcement jurisdictions are investigating the allegations.   The school said in a news 
release the Interfraternity Council voted to suspend activities earlier in the week.   All new member 
activities have stopped and now initiation pledges must happen by Friday.  

 

Sept. 26, 2014 

Law enforcement agencies have called off a search for a man off the waters under the Westmoreland 
Bridge Friday afternoon after two men went over the side of the bridge earlier in the morning.  North 
Charleston police say one male pushed his co-worker off the Westmoreland Bridge around 7:45 a.m., 
and then jumped into the Ashley River after him.   Police say the two men were traveling together in the 
westbound lanes on the Westmoreland Bridge when the driver pulled over claiming there was a 
problem with a trailer they were pulling. When the passenger got out to check on the driver, the driver 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/26597964/ocso-body-found-in-lake-hartwell
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allegedly pushed him over the side of the bridge and then jumped in himself.   Officials say the 
passenger was rescued and transported to the hospital where he is in good condition. The search for 
the driver was called for the day around 3 p.m. and is expected to continue on Saturday.   Initial reports 
from officials suggested the two were involved in a fight, but police say a fight never took place.   
Charleston County Consolidated Dispatch confirms North Charleston Police and Fire Departments, 
Charleston County EMS and Rescue, and the Coast Guard are assisting in the incident.  One westbound 
lane on the Westmoreland Bridge was shut down while crews responded to the scene, but all lanes are 
now open.   Live 5 News will have more information on this incident as details become available. 

 

Sept. 29, 2014 

Greenville County deputies said they are looking for a man who held up an Old Augusta Road store at 
gunpoint Monday morning.  Deputies said about 10:45 a.m. an unknown man entered the Li'l Cricket 
along the 5300 block and demanded money at gunpoint.  The clerk complied, giving the man an 
undisclosed amount of cash, deputies said.  The robber fled in a burgundy vehicle but no other 
description was released, according to deputies.  Anyone with information should call Crime Stoppers at 
864-23-CRIME. 

 
Sept. 29, 2014 
 
Union Police said a 30-year-old man was left unconscious and later died after getting into a fight with a 
19-year-old on Sunday.  Police said they were dispatched to Blassingame Street about 2:30 a.m. Sunday 
and found the victim lying in the road behind a PT Cruiser and several people running away on foot. 
Officers were unable to catch the men and returned to find the car gone, according to the police report. 
Paramedics took the victim to the hospital while officers located and stopped the car at the Li'l Cricket 
on North Duncan Bypass.   Police spoke with the driver who said Herman "Bubba" Farr, 19, and the 
victim were fighting so he pulled over. Farr and the victim then got out of the car, continuing to fight, 
the report stated. Police said during the fight, the victim was knocked out.  The driver was charged with 
driving under the influence and Farr was charged with attempted murder, police said.   According to his 
arrest warrant, Farr hit the victim around the head, causing severe head injuries. Police said the victim 
later died at the hospital and the solicitor's office would determine if charges would be upgraded 
pending an autopsy. 
 


