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Meredith Corporation 
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COMMUNITY ISSUES 
04/01/14 – 06/30/14 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Consumer, Health & Safety 
An interest in knowing about events that impact our daily lives.  A need for 

information about how to be wise shoppers of goods and services and how to live healthy and safe 
lives. 

 

 
Crime 

A need to know about crime and law enforcement activities and a concern 
for personal safety. 

 
 

Education 
A concern about the money and skills needed to improve schools and an 

Interest in improving student's quality of education. 
 
 

Environment 
A concern for how the environment is affected by human activity. 

 
 

Government 
An interest in how government affects our personal lives 

 
 

Jobs/Economy/Growth 
An interest in the local and national economic outlook and the impact growth has on our communities 

 
 

Quality of Life 
An interest in things that improve one's satisfaction with life. 
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The following pages list representative samples of program segments from The Ten 
O’clock Newscast and The Morning Newscast during this quarter that respond to our 
ascertained issues.  Each segment was 20 seconds to 3 minutes in length (except as 
otherwise reported).   
 
The following pages also identify issue-responsive episodes of programs, which are listed 
under the appropriate issue. 
 
WHNS also broadcasts public service announcements, news and weather cut-ins as 
needed to inform local community of breaking news and emergencies.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CONSUMER, HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Saturdays   6:30am   TODAY’S HOMEOWNER 
(airs weekly) 
 
Description: A half-hour weekly television show that features information on how to maintain and improve your 
home, both inside and out.  The approach to home improvement helps everyone from the experienced do-it-
yourselfer to the first time homeowner. Projects are taken from start to finish in each weekly episode. (30:00)  
 
Public Service Announcements that aired: Vaccine Awareness, St Jude Children’s Hospital, YMCA, Child Safety 
seat, CPR, Nutrition Education 
 
 

April 2, 2014 

CVS is pulling cigarettes off the shelf. In an announcement Wednesday, leaders said that all tobacco 
products will be gone by October. The second biggest pharmacy chain in the country said they want to 
focus on wellness and reducing health costs, even if it costs them $2 billion a year.  In a video statement 
by CEO Larry Merlo, "Every day we are helping millions of patients manage chronic conditions like high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol and diabetes, and all of these conditions are made worse by smoking. 
Tobacco products have no place in a setting where healthcare is delivered."  Stone Plaza Pharmacy in 
Greenville stopped selling  tobacco products back in 2010. Its owner and pharmacist, Ken Rogers, said 
he didn't want to be a cause of harm for health when his job is to get people healthier.  "We cannot 
dictate to people what decisions they need to make. They need to make their own personal decisions as 
what's best for them. I was removing [myself from] being a stumbling block for people," said Rogers.  
Rogers said that it didn't deter customers or sales from his store.   On Wednesday, CVS shopper Donna 
Harkness said she couldn't be more impressed with the pharmacy. She's a dental hygienist who said she 
sees the effects of smoking up close and personal.   "It's a huge step for them [CVS]. Anyone that's 
looking for cigarettes and a bottle of aspirin won't come here. But it's something that will convince me 
to come here more frequently," said Harkness.  Some shoppers said they thought the decision was a 
way to control people.   Along with the minute clinics and partnerships with healthcare groups, CVS 
announced that come spring, they'll launch a new national program to help people quit smoking. They 
said their focus now is on healthcare. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24648429/greenville-pharmacy-beats-cvs-to-pull-cigarettes-to-promote-health
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April 10, 2014 

A boil-water advisory was issued for parts of Clinton on Thursday as the city has a water main repaired.   
Water customers at Merry Oaks Subdivision, National Health Care, Ingles, Westminister Presbyterian 
Church are advised to boil their water for at least one full minute prior to drinking or cooking with it, 
according to Jimmy Miller of the city of Clinton.   Ice made from water that has not been boiled first 
should not be used for drinking purposes.   Miller said the advisory goes into effect at 9 p.m. on 
Thursday.   Customers will be advised when the advisory has been lifted.  

 

April 14, 2014 

Public health officials are seeing the public's help in tracking the arrival of the West Nile virus in South 
Carolina.  The Department of Health and Environmental Control says people can give the agency dead 
birds like blue jays, crows and finches for testing.  DHEC is accepting the birds through Nov. 30. The 
agency has information on its website to help people safely handle and transport the birds.  Officials say 
assistance from the public helps DHEC test a wider area and test for the virus earlier, before it shows up 
in humans.  Mosquitoes get the virus from feeding on infected birds, then spread the virus to people 
they bite. People bitten by an infected mosquito may become sick up to two weeks later with flu-like 
symptoms like fever, headache and nausea. 

 

April 15, 2014 

Public health officials in North Carolina are reminding residents about hand washing and other steps to 
protect themselves after reports of norovirus outbreaks.  The state Department of Health and Human 
Services says norovirus cases have been reported in Henderson, Burke, Alamance and Beaufort 
counties.  Norovirus can cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and cramping. Other symptoms can include 
fever, headache and body aches. It can be more serious for young children, older adults and people 
with chronic medical conditions.  DHHS says norovirus spreads through contact with contaminated 
surfaces or by eating food or drinking liquids that are contaminated with the virus.  Acting State Health 
Director Dr. Robin Gary Cummings says soap and water is the best way to wash hands, adding that hand 
sanitizers aren't effective. 

 

April 18, 2014 

State health officials say 100 people have died from flu in North Carolina this season.  Officials said two 
people died from the flu last week, bringing the deaths from the viral illness to 100.  The worst week 
came in late January, when a dozen people died.  Officials say at least 59 people died from flu in North 
Carolina last year. The last deaths in 2013 occurred in May.  Health officials say young and middle-age 
adults are more vulnerable to the H1N1 strain that was the dominant form this season. 
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April 22, 2014 

An Upstate mother is accused of leaving her two toddler-aged children alone in an unlocked car with 
drug paraphernalia while she shopped at the Greer Walmart, according to police.  Greer police said they 
were called to the East Wade Hampton Boulevard store about 10:40 p.m. Sunday when someone 
reported seeing the kids alone in the car, and one of them was screaming.  The responding officer said 
in his report that as he approached the SUV, he could hear the child's loud scream from inside his patrol 
car.  Police said a young boy and girl were sitting in their carseats and a bag was left on the front seat 
that had meth, needles and other drug paraphernalia inside.  The boy was screaming while the girl was 
unconscious and was breathing weakly, police said. Paramedics responded to check out the children, 
who had soiled themselves, according to the report.   A few minutes after the officer's arrival, police 
said the toddlers' mom approached with a cart full of items. She identified herself as 37-year-old Audrey 
Atkinson, whom the officer said he recognized in previous dealings, the report stated.   Atkinson tried to 
get to her children but then complied with officers and was taken into custody, police said. The report 
stated after she was mirandized, she admitted to using meth and leaving the kids in the car while she 
shopped because they were asleep.  The report stated officers believed some items in Atkinson's purse 
had not been paid for and when they reviewed the store's surveillance, it showed her shoplifting and 
that she entered the store alone at 10:12 p.m. and then left at 10:50 p.m.  The children were placed in 
emergency protective custody and checked out before later released into their father's custody, police 
said.  Police said Atkinson was arrested and charged with unlawful conduct towards a child, shoplifting, 
possession of drug paraphernalia and an additional drug charge was pending the outcome of test 
results. 

 
 

May 1, 2014 
 

About 118,000 South Carolina residents signed up for health insurance  under the new federal health 
care law,  The data released Thursday by President  Barack Obama's administration shows nearly 
214,000 people filled out applications for health care, but about 45 percent of them didn't complete the 
process and pick a plan. Those numbers are similar to information from other states.  Nearly 90 percent 
of the people who enrolled in a health care plan in the state were eligible for government subsidies for 
the private insurance.  About half of them were between ages 45 and 64, while 57 percent were 
women. The enrollment data shows nearly three-quarters enrolled in the silver plan instead of the 
cheapest or the most comprehensive plans.  Enrollment ended March 31. 

 
 

May 12, 2014  

Taiwan's Wei-Ling Hsu won the Symetra Tour's Self Regional Healthcare Foundation Women's Health 
Charity Classic on Sunday, closing with an eagle for a 4-under 68 and a five-stroke victory.  The 19-year-
old Hsu had an 8-under 280 total at The Links at Stoney Point and earned $30,000 to jump from 81st to 
fourth on the money list with $31,810. The final top 10 will earn 2015 LPGA Tour cards.  Hsu won the 
Credit Union Challenge last year in Albany, New York, and finished 15th on the money list.  Spain's 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25406416/118000-sign-up-for-health-care-in-sc-with-new-law
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25406416/118000-sign-up-for-health-care-in-sc-with-new-law
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Marta Silva, France's Joanna Klatten and South Korea's Min Seo Kwak tied for second. Silva and Klatten 
shot 71, and Kwak had a 72. Kwak won the Patty Berg Memorial last week in Florida. 

 

May 13, 2014 

State health officials report the death toll from the seasonal flu outbreak has risen to 21, leading to a 
renewed call for residents across North Carolina to get vaccinated.  The N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services said Thursday that of the 21 deaths, 19 have been young and middle-aged adults, most 
of whom had underlying medical conditions. Only two deaths have been reported in persons over 65.  
Health officials said flu activity has been widespread in North Carolina since mid-December. Flu season 
typically peaks during January and February.  State Health Director Robin Gary Cummings is encouraging 
flu vaccination as the best protection, especially for women who are pregnant, people who are obese 
and people with medical conditions like heart disease or lung disease that place them at higher risk. 

 

May 21, 2014 

Greenville Health System announced the potential expansion of their obstetrics unit on Monday.  The 
board of trustees approved a resolution to build out the low-risk unit at Patewood Memorial Hospital 
off Pelham Road.  With Greenville Memorial Hospital's high-intensity environment, the board members 
said the change is needed.  The hospital said the investment would provide more comfort for moms-to-
be. That expansion is slated to cost $19 million. The hospital said they are not moving any of their other 
childbirth units, but said the build-out would be an expansion of services by offering an additional 
venue for low-risk deliveries.  Additionally, the expansion plans are not set in stone as additional 
processes will determine if the plan will take place or not. GHS will apply and demonstrate the need for 
the expansion through the CON process, and said if the state agrees there is a need, then the system 
would be granted approval. If they are denied, they could appeal the decision. 

 

May 21, 2014 

An Upstate man pleaded guilty after several witnesses testified about a 2011 holdup where he claimed 
to say "no games, no heroes, 30 seconds," while robbing Clemson University's health clinic, according to 
prosecutors.  Thomas Carl Wyatt, 28, pleaded guilty to strong-arm robbery on Tuesday, according to the 
Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor's office.  Prosecutors said on Feb. 14, 2011, Wyatt showed a note to the 
pharmacist at Redfern Health Center demanding drugs and made the "no games" statement. They said 
he was wearing a hood and sunglasses, and had his hand inside a black bag at the time.  Witnesses 
came forward and identified him through a composite sketch, the solicitor said. His case was headed to 
trial but chose to enter the plea after several witnesses testified.  The presiding judge sentenced Wyatt 
to 12 years suspended upon service of two years plus three years of probation. According to solicitors, 
he can serve the two years on house arrest with monitoring.  
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May 25, 2014 

The Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office said a missing and endangered elderly man was found safe  
late Saturday night.Deputies said they were called out to Rosewood Assisting Living on SC 215 just after 
1 p.m. Saturday, where Clifford Reynolds Jr. was last seen around 7:30 a.m. Lt. Kevin Bobo said 
Reynolds, 79, is 6 feet tall, and around 205 pounds. His beard is much short than in the DMV photo, 
Bobo said. Bobo said the Department of Social Services removed Reynolds from his home in Union 
County and placed him in the care home Wednesday. Another resident told deputies Reynolds was seen 
standing in front of the facility with a bag containing his belongings. Bobo said deputies believe 
Reynolds was picked up by someone due to his limited mobility.   Deputies searched the area 
surrounding the home and called all of the man's known family and friends but were unable to locate 
Reynolds.   Bobo said cab companies had no records of picking Reynolds up.  Reynolds missed a dialysis 
treatment scheduled for today, and had previously complained about being forced to receive the 
treatment and threatened to leave, Bobo said.  Around 11:15 p.m. Bobo said Reynolds called 911 on his 
cell phone and claimed he was ready to "turn himself in."  Reynolds was found in a brushy area near the 
assisted living facility in fair health, Bobo said. 

 

June 9, 2014 

Highway 276 in Haywood County was shut down after a crane accident on Monday afternoon.   Fire 
officials with the Caruso Fire Department said a 60-ton crane from Superior Cranes went down an 
embankment after taking out 200 feet of guardrail.   Firefighters on scene said a truck was carrying the 
crane from South Carolina to North Carolina when the back trailer went off the side of the road and fell 
into the gully.   They said the driver was injured, but not seriously.   Highway Patrol said the road was 
closed on the stretch of Highway 276 between Brevard and Waynesville which leads to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.   Superior Cranes is planning on bringing in another crane to pull out the wrecked one. They 
said it will be an all night process.   Detours were set up in the area.   There was no estimated time the 
road will reopen.  

 

June 11, 2014                                                                                                                                                                           
Five fire departments battled a blaze at a Cherokee County cabinet shop on Wednesday that was lost in 
the fire.  Dispatchers said the fire broke out about at Peterson's Cabinet shop on McKowns Mountain 
Road in the Gaffney area.  They said five departments were at the scene of the fully involved fire, and 
two more were on standby.  The DMW Fire Chief Rick Peterson said storms rolled through the area 
between 3:30 a.m. and 4 a.m. and they believe lightning struck the building, catching fire and spreading 
to the transformer.  A little more than 30 minutes later, he said power was knocked out to those in the 
area.  By the time firefighters arrived, the chief said more than 50 percent of the roof was engulfed in 
flames and it took them a couple hours to get the fire under control and extinguished, especially with 
the amount of sawdust in the building.  The chief said thankfully no one was inside the building at the 
time and no one was injured. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25605612/deputies-seek-elderly-man-missing-from-assisted-living-home
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June 24, 2014 

In the Greenville area, 75,000 children live in hunger every day. And Harvest Hope Food Bank needs 
your help to keep food on their table.  The numbers are staggering. Harvest Hope estimates that the 
food insecurity rate in Greenville and Laurens Counties is 15 percent, which means almost 30,000 
people in the area do not know where their next meal will come from.  Harvest Hope announced in May 
that they would try to raise financial and food resources to provide 6 million meals to feed families all 
summer long. That equals 2 million meals per month until the start of school. Every dollar donated to 
Harvest Hope becomes five meals.  The organization opened its Greenville Emergency Food Pantry last 
November. It is located on White Horse Road. Every day, dozens of people show up and volunteers fill 
shopping carts with everything from baked goods to baby formula to canned vegetables. Recipients 
must only show a driver's license and a Social Security card to receive food.  The funding goal is said to 
be critical at Harvest Hope. In June, they have to raise the resources for more than 979,000 meals 
toward their goal of 2 million meals. They are still trying to raise $320,000 by the end of the month to 
assure Upstate families that they will not face empty plates in the weeks ahead.   "Summer's a really 
hard time. We always like to say around here that there's no vacation from hunger," said Jessica Blake, 
spokeswoman for Harvest Hope.   Between May of 2013 and May of this year, Harvest Hope saw a 73 
percent drop in donations.  "Not only do we need the food resources, we need the financial resources  
in order to feed these families," Blake said.  Their goal is to provide a total of 6 million meals by the end 
of the summer.  For more information on donations or assistance, contact the Harvest Hope Food Bank 
at 2818 White Horse Rd. They are open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Their phone number is (864) 
281-3995 or visit www.harvesthope.org. 

 
 

June 24, 2014 
 

A community newspaper, the Laurel Leader-Call, is calling the story of a young girl being thrown out of a 
local restaurant "A Kentucky Fried Hoax"  Quoting an unnamed source they say has "deep knowledge of 
the investigation," the paper's report addresses concerns and alleged inconsistencies with the family's 
version of events.  They point to early confusion or misstatements about which location was the setting 
of the incident and, they claim, that no restaurant surveillance video backs up the family's version of 
events.  The family is standing by their version of events.   Monday night on their Facebook page, 
Victoria's Victories, they posted this statement:   I promise its not a hoax, I never thought any of this 
would blow up the way it has. The article circling the web calling this a hoax is untrue. The article it self 
say the investigation is not complete. It is not over until KFC releases a statement. The media outlet 
running this story is not connected with KFC. The family has not asked for anything, a attorney is 
handling all the media publicity for the family pro bono. Please do not believe untrue media. I have 
personally watched this family go without to provide for Victoria. They have not and would not do 
anything to hurt Victoria in any way.  KFC has hired a third-party to conduct an investigation into the 3-
year-old girl who was allegedly asked to leave a KFC because her facial injuries supposedly scared the 
other customers.  Victoria Wilcher was injured in a pit bull attack just a few months ago at her 
grandparents' house.  According to a Facebook post on Victoria's Victories the little girl was asked by a 
KFC employee to leave a Jackson restaurant because her appearance was disturbing some of the 
patrons.  Since then there has been an outpouring of love, support, gifts, and pledges for help on the 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25858322/harvest-hope-needs-help-feeding-75k-upstate-kids
http://leader-call.com/2014/06/23/kentucky-fried-hoax/
https://www.facebook.com/victoriasvictories?fref=ts
http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/25772121/kfc-responds-to-fb-post-about?autostart=true
http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/25772121/kfc-responds-to-fb-post-about?autostart=true
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family's Facebook page, Victoria's Victories.  A Las Vegas doctor flew into Jackson, Saturday, for the sole 
purpose of meeting with a little girl. He has pledged to help her for free.    KFC Corp. has pledged 
$30,000 to help with the medical bills of the 3-year-old after posting an apology on the page, requesting 
details. They are now investigating the allegations.  The local KFC franchise gave us this statement on 
Friday in regards to the investigation:  "We continue to take this report seriously, and of course have 
great sympathy for Victoria and her family. Since we have so far not been able to verify the incident in 
our internal investigation, we have also hired a third-party consultant to conduct an independent 
investigation to help us resolve the matter. We have always prided ourselves on respect for all people 
and we will continue to emphasize this to all our employees.  In addition, regardless of the outcome of 
the current investigation, KFC Corporation has committed $30,000 to assist with Victoria's medical bills  
Along with KFC Corporation, we are determined to get to the truth and address the situation 
appropriately."  WLBT will be reaching out to the family, their attorney, and others connected with the 
case today for comment on these new allegations. 

 
 

June 27, 2014 
 

The Anderson Regional Joint Water System said they have repealed a boil advisory on Friday, the day 
after repairs were made and the plant was operating normally. The water system had previously told 
customers to only "use water for essential purposes" and boil water until further notice after the pipe 
ruptured Wednesday night, but as of 1:30 p.m. on Friday, they said testing showed favorable results 
and it was no longer necessary for residents to boil water before consuming.   The advisory was in effect 
since Wednesday night for the following water districts and residents:  Big Creek Water District 
Broadway Water District City of Clemson  Clemson University Electric City Utilities  Hammond Water 
District  Homeland Park  Sandy Springs Water District  Starr-Iva Water District Town of Pendleton  Town 
of Williamston West Anderson Water District  Residents of the above districts/water utilities were 
advised to vigorously boil their water for at least one minute prior to drinking and cooking, conserve as 
much water as possible and limit all non-essential water usage until further notice. A pipe ruptured at a 
Joint Water System pumping station, prompting the warning, and is not connected to the water color 
and odor problems customers had been experiencing, officials said.  Early Thursday morning, repairs 
were made to the pipe and crews were working to get the facility back online, according to Anderson 
Regional Joint Water System's Executive Director Scott Willett.  As of 8 p.m. Thursday, Willett said the 
pump station was operating normally, which means pumping about 30 million gallons of water a day.  
Willett said water was being treated and that test samples showed the water was safe.  Air may be 
trapped in the water supply system, and Willet said if homeowners experience pressure problems, they 
should open a faucet at the highest point in their homes and hold it open until water begins to flow 
normally. A 45-year-old pipe ruptured, causing the water outage, Willett said. The pipe was 36 inches in 
diameter and had five pumps attached to it. Stress from continual use over the years caused the pipe to 
rupture, Willett said.  AnMed Health Medical Center in Anderson said local fire departments stopped 
supplying water to keep the center's heating and air conditioning units running properly Thursday 
evening. They said all patients and staff were drinking bottled water Thursday.   The Joint Water System 
said customers can call 864-226-9676 with any questions or concerns.  Not all Anderson County 
residents effected  If you are a customer of the City of Belton Water Department - if you pay your bill to 

http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/25836376/las-vegas-plastic-surgeon
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25863297/some-in-anderson-county-concerned-about-tap-water
http://managewhns.worldnow.com/story/25874096/anmed
http://managewhns.worldnow.com/story/25874096/anmed
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the city of Belton - the boil water advisory does not apply to you. The city of Belton receives water from 
the Belton Honea Path Water Authority and that source has not been affected. 

 

June 28, 2014 

On Friday, General Motors announced four more safety recalls covering nearly 430,000 vehicles in the 
U.S.  The latest recalls involve safety concerns with a variety of vehicles’ shocks, wiper systems and 
transmission software.  One of them also includes potentially faulty air bag inflators in 2013 and 2014 
Chevrolet Cruze sedans, GM’s best-selling car in the U.S.  GM says the air bag inflators could fail or 
rupture, which could shoot metal pieces at the driver.  Friday’s recalls are the latest in a slew of recalls 
from the automaker.  GM has now recalled more than 20 million vehicles since January.  General 
Motors is facing dozens of lawsuits and a number of investigators for delaying a recall on a separate 
issues with an ignition switch defect linked to at least 13 deaths. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Jobs, Economy, Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 14 

PROGRAM ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2014 

 

 
 

Problem/Need: JOBS, ECONOMNY AND GROWTH 

 

 

 

April 7, 2014 

Gov. Nikki Haley is making a trade trip to India in November, returning for the first time since she was a 
toddler to the country where her parents were born.  The South Carolina Department of Commerce 
announced Monday that Haley will spend about 10 days in India. She'll try and get Indian companies to 
bring factories and jobs to the state and open up opportunities for South Carolina companies to export 
items to the country.  Commerce Secretary Bobby Hitt says there are no plans right now for the 
governor's husband, children or parents to join her. He says the trip will cost about $50,000  The trip 
will include a visit to Punjab, the Indian state where Haley's parents were born. They came to the U.S. 
before her birth. 

 

April 10, 2014 

When Jacqui Hoffman sees something interesting while window shopping, she usually stops and takes 
another look.   "I saw the sign across the street and it pulled me over," Hoffman said. "I'm seeing more 
and more stores that everything is more locally made."  And that's why she walked into Spiritex along 
Main Street in Greenville Wednesday afternoon. It's a clothing store where you'll find a sign that states 
"Grown and Sewn in the USA."  "We seem to not have enough jobs. We send everything overseas just 
because we can get it cheaper," Hoffman said.  Managers say this is the first store in the area where 
organic clothes are made and sold. Inside, shoppers will find clothes for men, women and babies.  "This 
pocket is made out of PET, which stands for polyethylene terephthalate, which is recycled bottles," 
Marylou Marsh said.  She's the president and owner of Spiritex. She said when she decided to eat 
organic foods, she also decided to change the way she made clothes.  "We would have rolls of fabric 
that came in that had fume warnings on it - you should work in ventilated areas, so that's what made 
me start looking," Marsh said.  She said she gets the organic cotton from Texas.  "And then we bring it 
to different mills or weaving which is in South or North Carolina," Marsh said.  And she said making and 
selling clothes in and from the area also sees money back into the economy.  "We try and bring that 
back and have that skilled worker be able to sew a beautiful garnet and feel proud of something," 
Marsh said.  Marsh said because of growing interest from shoppers for the store's organic fabrics, the 
company is also now selling fabrics online. 
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April 16, 2014 

A bill allowing South Carolina employers to give hiring preference to veterans and spouses of disabled 
veterans has advanced in the Senate.  The bill advanced Wednesday to the full Senate Judiciary 
Committee.  A spokeswoman for the state Retail Association says businesses want to support veterans 
by giving them jobs. But Lisa McGill Sweatman says they need assurances they won't be liable for giving 
them preference.  Retired Maj. Gen. Abraham Turner says the bill will do more than just extend 
protection to employers. The former director of the state's unemployment agency says it also honors 
the service and sacrifice of not only veterans but their spouses.  The House unanimously approved the 
bill last month. 

 

April 18, 2014 

South Carolina's unemployment rate is continuing to go down.  The Department of Employment and 
Workforce said Friday that the state's jobless rate was 5.5 percent in March.  That's down from 5.7 
percent in February. The drop means the state's unemployment rate has now fallen for 10 straight 
months.  State officials say that employment has reached a historic high. The Workforce Department 
said the number of employed people in South Carolina last month was just over 2 million.  In 
anticipation of the summer tourist season, leisure and hospitality jobs were up by 9,300 last month. 
Professional and business service jobs also increased by 4,400.  Nationally, the unemployment rate was 
unchanged at 6.7 percent in March. 

 

April 26, 2014 

South Carolina's unemployment rates dropped slightly in February.  The state Department of 
Employment and Workforce said Friday that the state's jobless rate was 8.6 percent last month. That's 
one-tenth of a percentage point lower than January's rate.  Officials attributed the drop to gains in non-
farm jobs, which went up by nearly 18,000 last month. The government sector grew by 8,000 jobs, with 
officials saying that was because schools ramped up hiring for the spring semester.  Demand was also 
higher for health care and social services. The leisure and hospitality sectors gained about 4,000 jobs. 

 

 

May 5, 2014 

People looking for work in the Upstate have a few options for job fairs looking to fill open positions.  SC 
Works Spartanburg is holding a hiring event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to fill several jobs in Spartanburg and 
Gaffney at Lowe's.  The firm said there is no minimum education requirement and interested candidates 
must be at least 18, undergo a background check and drug screening. They must also register with 
www.scworks.org prior to Monday's event and they are asked to apply online at 
www.lowes.com/careers.    Until 11 a.m. Monday, SC Works Gaffney is also hosting a hiring event for 
OmniGroup, who has several repack jobs available.   SC Works Spartanburg office is located at 220 East 
Kennedy St. and the Gaffney office is located at 133 Wilmac Rd 
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May 10, 2014 
   

A company that makes plastics reinforced with fiberglass is investing more than $6 million in its Gaffney 
operation and adding 50 new jobs.  Core Molding Technologies Inc., said the expansion should be 
completed by the middle of the year.  Last year the company announced it had a new contract to make 
roofs, hoods and other molded parts for a truck manufacturer. Much of that work will be done at the 
Gaffney plant. 

 

May 11, 2014 

A family firm that manufactures machine-woven rugs is expanding in Anderson County and expects to 
add 125 jobs this year.  The South Carolina Department of Commerce said Tuesday that Orian Rugs is 
undergoing a $13 million expansion of its headquarters, paving the way to the new jobs.  Orian Rugs 
president Wim De Pape says the firm appreciates the support the state has given it during its 35 years 
of business in Anderson.  The rug company employs more than 500 people in its 550,000-square-foot 
facility. Since its opening, it has acquired three carpet companies in Belgium and Turkey in addition to 
its South Carolina headquarters. 

 
 
May 16, 2014 

Duke Energy announced plans to build and operate a natural gas power plant at the existing Anderson 
County plant on Friday.   Construction of the plant is expected to begin in 2015 at the Lee Steam Station 
site. Duke said they expect the plant to be ready to use in 2017.   "The Lee site is a great location for a 
combined cycle plant," said Clark Gillespy, Duke Energy state president - South Carolina. "Duke Energy 
will be able to leverage existing site infrastructure to minimize new generation project costs and 
impacts to the community and environment."  At the height of construction, Duke said at least 500 jobs 
will be created, with 25 full-time employees operating the plant when it opens.  

 

May 26, 2014 
 

Greenville County Schools is hosting a job fair next week for several types of jobs with the district.  The 
recruitment event is from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Friday March 7 at Lifelong Learning (Sullivan Center), 
which is located at 206 Wilkins St. in Greenville.   The district is hiring for bus drivers, bus aides, 
custodians and food service operators.  Applicants can get info about the types of open jobs and have 
the chance to talk with staff from transportation, food service and building services.  The WorkKeys 
Test, which is an employment skills assessment program, will be administered at 11:30 a.m. for 
interested applicants.  Walk-ins are welcome at the job fair and there will be help for available for 
anyone applying online.  
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June 3, 2014 

An Anderson County manufacturer has announced plans to expand, which will eventually create 200 
jobs in the next few years.  First Quality Tissue SE produces ultra-premium towel and bath tissue 
products and plans to expand their facility on Masters Boulevard.  The 1-million-square-foot addition 
will create space for an additional paper machine, which is expected to start up in late 2015.  "We are 
thrilled to announce the next phase of our commitment to Anderson County and South Carolina," said 
First Quality's Nicholas B. Dottino. "We chose to locate to this area because of the growing market in 
the Southeast, as well as the infrastructure, workforce and favorable cost of doing business. We are 
excited to expand and bring on an additional 200 personnel in the coming years."  The expansion is a 
$350 million investment an will bring the company's total Anderson County workforce to about 650 by 
the end of 2015.  First Quality Tissue first announced a $1 billion investment in the facility in 2010.  
Interested job candidates can apply online through the firstquality.com career page. 

 

June 11, 2014     

                                                                                                                                                                                   
Simpsonville's long-time hot air balloon and Memorial Day weekend festival is grounded and will no 
longer happen.  Festival organizers of Aloft announced they are in the process of filing for Chapter 7 
bankruptcy Wednesday.   The city of Simpsonville and festival workers said they are among those who 
have not been paid by the event.   While Aloft's lawyers declined to comment, saying they will not be 
able to speak about the specifics of the case for 30 days, event organizers released the following 
statement:   Aloft, Inc., (formerly Freedom Weekend Aloft) along with its many sponsors and dedicated 
volunteers has contributed to the Upstate for more than three decades. This premier Southeastern 
event filled with beautiful hot air balloons, music venues, outdoor adventures, and a community focus 
will be no more due to lack of attendance. With heavy hearts, the Board of Directors and event 
organizers announced today that Aloft is in the process of filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. Any further 
correspondence pertaining to Aloft should be directed to the Skinner Law Firm in Greenville, SC.  
Simpsonville City Councilman Taylor Graham said Aloft owes the city thousands of dollars plus interest 
for use of Heritage Park for the event in 2013, and now 2014. He said they have yet to pay up.   
"$52,900 that would be owed to the city of Simpsonville by Aug. 1," Graham told FOX Carolina over the 
phone.   An employee of the festival claims Aloft also owes him payment for his work this year. He said 
he was promised $600, but his calls to the Aloft's president have gone unreturned.   "This is the first 
year that they did this to me and not paid me like they said they would," Danny Putnam said.  Putnam 
did janitorial work for this year's festival and said because he has yet to be paid, his summer vacation 
plans are dashed. 

 
 

 

June 11, 2014 
 

http://www.firstquality.com/
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Bi-Lo is hosting a hiring event on Sunday to find candidates to fill open jobs at three Upstate stores.  The 
company is holding on-site interviews from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on June 15 at the Bi-Lo located at 12189 
Greenville Hwy. in Lyman.  The stores in need of workers are the Lyman location, the Inman store on 
Asheville Highway and the Greer store on East Wade Hampton Boulevard.  The jobs are for cashiers, 
courtesy clerks, stock clerks, deli clerks, bakery clerks, produce clerks, meat cutters and cake decorators.   
The positions are available immediately and applicants are strongly encouraged to apply at www.bi-
lo.com/careers prior to Sunday's job fair. 

 

June 16, 2014 

A Singapore-based tire manufacturer plans to spend $560 million in a Chester County plant expected to 
create 1,700 new jobs over the next decade.  State officials announced Monday that Giti Tire is building 
its first North American manufacturing facility in Richburg. The 1.8 million square-foot manufacturing 
and distribution facility will be built off Interstate 77.  The Chester County plant will make passenger 
and light truck tires.  The plant's initial capacity is expected to be five million tires annually. Officials 
hope demand will require increased capacity.  Commerce Secretary Bobby Hitt says the announcement 
bolsters the state's reputation as the nation's tire capital. Michelin, Bridgestone, and Continental also 
have announced new or expanded facilities in the last few years. 

 

June 18, 2014 

A manufacturer of pet beds and other products has announced plans to expand its Greenville County 
plant, investing $1.8 million and creating new jobs.  O'Donnell Industries produces branded and private 
label products for pets at their Piedmont facility.   Their plans will double their Bessie Road 
manufacturing space and create 39 new jobs. O'Donnell Industries sells products under the Snoozer Pet 
and Restless Tails brand names, in addition to other private lines at stores such as Petco and PetSmart.  
The company will soon release hiring information. Varying jobs will be filled including professional 
seamstresses, assemblers, lean manufacturing experts, warehouse and other positions.   Interested 
candidates may email their resume to careers@snoozerpetproducts.com. 

 

June 20, 2014 

Several Upstate recruiters will be hosting job fairs during the first week of summer.   On Tuesday, June 
24, Staffing Associates will be holding a recruitment event to fill up to 50 positions, ranging from CDL 
truck drivers to forklift operators to quality inspectors.   The event will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the at 
Spartanburg Community College Tyger River Campus on 1874 E. Main Street in Duncan.   The positions 
pay between $10-$14 per hour. They say applicants must undergo drug testing an  
background/reference checks.   All applicants must register at www.scworks.org and view job orders 
before the event.   Also on Tuesday, MAU Workforce Solutions will be hiring forklift drivers for Kimura 
Logistics in Piedmont. The job fair will take place at the SC Works McAlister Square at 225 South 
Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville.   The positions require 6 months of forklift experience, a valid driver's 

http://www.bi-lo.com/careers
http://www.bi-lo.com/careers
http://www.scworks.org/


  

 19 

license and a high school diploma or GED.   The fair will go from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   They recommend 
applicants apply online prior to the event at www.mau.com/kimura.  On Wed, June 25, Alorca will be 
holding a staffing event for inbound customer service jobs with pay ranging from $8-$12.   The event 
will from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at SC Works at 220 East Kennedy St. in Spartanburg. Prior to the event, 
applicants must register at www.scworks.org and apply at www.aloricajobs.com  

 

June 25, 2014 

A groundbreaking was held for a new, world-class equestrian resort in western North Carolina.  Tryon 
Equestrian Partners and Salamander Hotels & Resorts announced their plans to open Tryon Resort in 
Mill Spring.   The resort will be located on a 1,400-acre property with 500 stables, miles of walking and 
bridle paths, and several structures including several homes.  Construction began earlier in 2014 and 
through the project, hundreds of permanent jobs will be created and tens of millions of dollars will be 
invested locally.  Once completed, the equestrian facility will feature 10 riding arenas, including one 
that seats 6,000, a total of 1,000 permanent stalls, a covered riding facility, playground, tennis courts, 
mountain bike park, climbing walls, and more.  "Our goal is to create a special place that focuses on the 
passion and love for both horses and horse sport," said Mark Bellissmo, managing partner of Tryon 
Equestrian Partners.  The resort will also feature Salamander's latest 150-room hotel. The company 
manages several other large golf resorts in Florida and an equestrian-inspired resort near Washington, 
DC. 

 

June 30, 2014 

Several Upstate recruiters will be hosting job fairs during the first week of summer.   On Tuesday, June 
24, Staffing Associates will be holding a recruitment event to fill up to 50 positions, ranging from CDL 
truck drivers to forklift operators to quality inspectors.   The event will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the at 
Spartanburg Community College Tyger River Campus on 1874 E. Main Street in Duncan.   The positions 
pay between $10-$14 per hour. They say applicants must undergo drug testing and 
background/reference checks.   All applicants must register at www.scworks.org and view job orders 
before the event.   Also on Tuesday, MAU Workforce Solutions will be hiring forklift drivers for Kimura 
Logistics in Piedmont. The job fair will take place at the SC Works McAlister Square at 225 South 
Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville.   The positions require 6 months of forklift experience, a valid driver's 
license and a high school diploma or GED.   The fair will go from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   They recommend 
applicants apply online prior to the event at www.mau.com/kimura.  On Wed, June 25, Alorca will be 
holding a staffing event for inbound customer service jobs with pay ranging from $8-$12.   The event 
will from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at SC Works at 220 East Kennedy St. in Spartanburg. Prior to the event, 
applicants must register at www.scworks.org and apply at www.aloricajobs.com  

 

 

 

http://www.mau.com/kimura
http://www.scworks.org/
http://www.aloricajobs.com/
http://www.scworks.org/
http://www.mau.com/kimura
http://www.scworks.org/
http://www.aloricajobs.com/
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM OR NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  GOVERNMENT 
 
DATE    TIME   PROGRAM 
 
Sundays   10:00 am  FOX NEWS SUNDAY 
 
Description: 
Fox News Sunday is a national weekly program with current events and political issues. (60:00) 

 
Public Service Announcements that aired: SC National Guard, US Coast Guard, US Marine Corps 

 

 

 

April 1, 2014 

The Obama administration says the government shutdown last fall resulted in nearly 8 million fewer 
visitors to national parks, costing the parks and surrounding communities an estimated $414 million in 
lost visitor spending.  Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said the shutdown was a striking reminder that 
national parks are a powerful economic engine for local economies across the country.  The report 
released Monday said five states, including California and Arizona, lost more than $20 million during the 
16-day shutdown.  Six states received permission to reopen national parks within their borders using 
state money. The report said those states generated nearly $10 in visitor spending for every dollar 
spent. Utah, Arizona, Colorado, New York, South Dakota and Tennessee all reopened parks.  A bill is 
pending in Congress to reimburse those states. 

 

April 8, 2014 

Gov. Nikki Haley is appointing a woman with more than 30 years of national transportation policy 
experience as the next director of the South Carolina Department of Transportation.  Haley said 
Monday that she chose Janet Oakley of Friendship, Md., because of her experience with federal 
infrastructure grants. Haley says Oakley will focus on improving the state's infrastructure as a whole 
instead of a specific region.  Oakley has served since 1999 as Director of Policy and Government 
Relations for the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. Oakley will 
replace Robert St. Onge who resigned in January after being charged with driving under the influence. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIptyEK35ME&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIptyEK35ME&feature=youtu.be
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April 22, 2014 

Ukraine's acting president ordered security forces to resume "anti-terror" operations in the country's 
east Tuesday after the bodies of two people allegedly abducted by pro-Russia insurgents were found 
and a military aircraft was reported to be hit by gunfire.  The twin developments - which came just 
hours after U.S. Vice President Joe Biden left Kiev, the Ukrainian capital - raised fears that last week's 
international agreement on easing Ukraine's crisis was failing.  The agreement calls for all sides to 
refrain from violence and for demonstrators to vacate public buildings. It does not specifically prohibit 
security operations, but Ukraine suspended its so-called "anti-terrorist operation" after the accord.Pro-
Russia insurgents who have seized police stations and other public buildings in eastern Ukraine are 
defying the call to vacate, saying they were not party to the agreement by Ukraine, Russia, the United 
States and the European Union.  In a statement, acting President Oleksandr Turchynov said the two 
bodies found Tuesday in Slovyansk bore signs of torture. One of them was a member of the city council 
and a member of Turchynov's party, he said.  Terrorists "are beginning to torture and kill Ukrainian 
patriots. They are impudently rejecting the calls of not only our country but of all the world's society 
when they demonstratively mock the decisions taken in Geneva," he said.  "These crimes are being 
done with the full support and connivance of Russia," Turchynov added.  The acting government, which 
took over after President Viktor Yanukovych fled to Russia in February, says Russia is behind the 
outbreak of unrest in eastern Ukraine with the possible aim of provoking violence that could be used as 
a pretext to invade. Last month, Russia annexed Crimea several weeks after seizing control of the 
peninsula.  The Defense Ministry said gunfire hit an observation plane over Slovyansk but the aircraft 
landed safely without injuries.  Standing alongside Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Biden called on 
Moscow to encourage pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine to vacate government buildings and 
checkpoints, accept amnesty and "address their grievances politically."  Biden said Russia needs to act 
"without delay," adding, "We will not allow this to become an open-ended process." Yatsenyuk was 
harsher in his characterization of Russia.  "No country should be able to behave like an armed bandit," 
he said. "Russia should stick to its international commitments and obligations. They should not behave 
as gangsters in the modern century."  The U.S. has warned that it will quickly order new economic 
sanctions on Russian officials and entities if Moscow doesn't follow through on the provisions in last 
week's accord.  Moscow has rejected charges that it was behind the troubles in eastern Ukraine and 
that it has failed to live up to the Geneva agreement. Officials there have decried "ultimatums" from the 
West.  "Before putting forth ultimatums to us, demanding fulfillment of something within two-three 
days or otherwise be threatened with sanctions, we would urgently call on our American partners to 
fully recognize responsibility for those whom they brought to power and whom they are trying to 
shield, closing their eyes to the outrages created by this regime and by the fighters on whom this 
regime leans," Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.  Biden also announced the United States 
will provide an additional $50 million to help Ukraine's beleaguered government with political and 
economic reforms.  The money includes $11 million to help conduct the May 25 presidential election, 
including voter education, administration and oversight. It also will help fund expert teams from U.S. 
government agencies to help Ukraine to reduce its reliance on energy supplies from Russia. Other 
technical advisers will help fight corruption.  The White House also announced $8 million in nonlethal 
military assistance for the Ukrainian armed forces, including bomb-disposal equipment, 
communications gear and vehicles.  In the most high-level visit of a U.S. official to Ukraine since the 
crisis erupted, Biden met privately with Yatsenyuk and Turchynov, as well as with democracy activists.  
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"I know the men and women who hide behind masks and unmarked uniforms, they do not speak for 
you," Biden said. "All are welcome as equals in shaping a new Ukraine. We count on you to be the voice 
for rights and freedoms."  Biden paid tribute to the protest movement by visiting St. Michael's Golden-
Domed Monastery, perched on a hill a few blocks from Kiev's Independence Square that was the site of 
massive demonstrations against then-President Viktor Yanukovych. The monks provided refuge to 
protesters fleeing riot police and served as a field hospital to treat demonstrators who were shot in the 
square. Some died from their wounds beneath the monastery's high, blue bell tower.  "These heroes 
remind us of the true cost of a better future and the nobility of those who reach for it," Biden said.  
Earlier, he told leaders from various political parties that he brings a message of support from President 
Barack Obama as they face a historic opportunity to usher in reforms.  "The opportunity to generate a 
united Ukraine, getting it right, is within your grasp," Biden said. "And we want to be your partner, your 
friend in the project. And we're ready to assist."  Biden spoke to nine Ukrainians in a room with gilded 
moldings at the parliament, or Rada, as the media looked on. The group included three candidates 
running for president in the May 25 election - most notably billionaire chocolate magnate and front-
runner Petro Poroshenko. Biden told them he hopes that they have more luck than he did in two 
presidential runs. 

 

April 25, 2014 
 

The Food and Drug Administration has released it's first proposal of rules for the new e-cigarette trend.   
The regulations include banning sales to anyone under 18, adding warning labels and requiring FDA 
approval for new products.   Greenville business owner , Rich Henning of NicVape, said he's worked for 
more than three years to create his e-cig business. He said regulations are needed in the industry.   "Not 
only are we happy it's getting regulated, it's essential that its regulated," said Henning. "This is a 
product that people are consuming, and in my mind every business  that's involved with that has an 
obligation to be at a certain minimum standard.  The owners of NicVape gave FOX Carolina a look into 
their clean room, where they manufacture thousands of bottles of eliquid for e-cigarettes everyday. 
They say although there are no current regulations for e-cigarettes their products are manufactured in a 
sterile facility.   "I wanted to create a company that would be able to responsibly manufacture product 
for the consumer, that the consumer knew was safe," said Henning.   Henning said their facility was 
created to meet any future requirements the government may place on the manufacturing of e-
liquids. He said for the most part his company agrees with what is currently being proposed as 
regulations.   "It wasn't entirely what we were expecting, but what we see is reasonable," said Henning. 
"We would like to have some wording changed to fit the industry ."   NicVape requires it's customer be 
over the age of 18, and they don't recommend people who don't already smoke or use nicotine to start 
using the drug. They say their products are an alternative for people trying to quit smoking.   The FDA 
proposal is now in a 75-day public comment period. The FDA says they hope to establish regulations 
within a year. 

 

  

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25337376/local-e-cig-business-responds-to-fda-proposed-regulations
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25337376/local-e-cig-business-responds-to-fda-proposed-regulations
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25337376/local-e-cig-business-responds-to-fda-proposed-regulations
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25326744/fda-eases-into-regulating-e-cigarettes
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25326744/fda-eases-into-regulating-e-cigarettes
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May 1, 2014 
 

About 118,000 South Carolina residents signed up for health insurance under the new federal health 
care law,  The data  released Thursday by President Barack Obama's administration shows nearly 
214,000 people filled out applications for health care, but about 45 percent of them didn't complete the 
process and pick a plan. Those numbers are similar to information from other states.  Nearly 90 percent 
of the people who enrolled in a health care plan in the state were eligible for government subsidies for 
the private insurance.  About half of them were between ages 45 and 64, while 57 percent were 
women. The enrollment data shows nearly three-quarters enrolled in the silver plan instead of the 
cheapest or the most comprehensive insurance plans.  Enrollment ended March 31. 

 
 

May 6, 2014 

Today at 4 p.m. the Greenville County Council will vote on whether a proposed sales  tax increase for 
road projects will go on the November ballot.   The proposed referendum would raise the sales tax in 
Greenville County by 1 percent for eight years. Officials say the increase would raise $65 million 
annually.  They say the monies would then be applied towards a list of projects, which mostly include 
improvements to roadways and bridges, but also for things like sidewalks, crosswalks and bike paths.  
The list was recently put together by a citizens committee appointed by the county council. The list 
prioritizes the projects based on where the committee felt there was the most need.   On Monday, a 
meeting was held to allow residents and organizations the opportunity to speak to both the pros and 
cons of the referendum.   Those against the tax increase argue county officials are misleading the public.   
"This is not about fixing roads. This is about special projects going to special interest groups and that's 
why we oppose it," said Joshua Cook with NoTaxHikeSC.com.  According to Cook, the tax hike will cost  
the average family of two over $300 a year.  "We already pay taxes for roads. We pay for county roads 
and state roads. We have the money . The problem is a broken system in Columbia. So we're asking 
county council not to let the working families of Greenville County suffer because of the broken system 
in Columbia," added Cook.   One of the proposed projects Cook is referring to is a solution to alleviate 
traffic on Woodruff Road. Tim Brett, who served on the County Transportation Committee says new 
projects like these are not only vital to the economy but to residents and area businesses who depend 
on  our roadways.   "Greenville County has grown tremendously since I was a little boy. We went from 
105,000 to 500,000 people and we have industry that's coming every day. We've got to fix our roads," 
argues Brett.  Those in support of the referendum argue it should be up to residents to make the 
decision.   "I agree on the right of the people to decide on the referendum. I think that's the best form 
of government we could have," said Brett.   In order to actually be added to the ballot this November, 
the county council must vote on and pass the referendum three times. The first vote again will take 
place Tuesday at 4 p.m. at County Square on University Ridge Road in Greenville.   The public is invited 
to attend. 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25406416/118000-sign-up-for-health-care-in-sc-with-new-law
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25440957/greenville-county-council-to-vote-on-sales-tax-hike
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25440957/greenville-county-council-to-vote-on-sales-tax-hike
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25440957/greenville-county-council-to-vote-on-sales-tax-hike
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25440957/greenville-county-council-to-vote-on-sales-tax-hike
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25440957/greenville-county-council-to-vote-on-sales-tax-hike
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May 16, 2014 

Two houses on Fremont Avenue are now separated by two driveways, a fence and an ongoing dispute. 
The dispute divides the families who live in the homes.  "They'll call me n-----, they'll call me a black b----
, they threaten to kill me," Christina Whiteside said. "If my kids are outside playing ball, they call the 
police."  On Thursday, Whiteside said her neighbor, William Owens, didn't want her next door because 
she's African-American and because he wanted his daughter to move into the home she's renting.   She 
said Owens has threatened to kill her children when they're outside playing because he thinks they're 
making too much noise.  However, Owens says that's not true.  "She just started throwing water across 
the fence and trying to hit me with it," Owens said.  Both Owens and Whiteside have claims of 
harassment.  "She and her friends say 'I'm going to kill you, you're going to die tonight,'" Owens said. 
"They play their music loud and they've thrown eggs at my house."  The dispute started nearly four 
years ago. Both families are able to live in the homes at a lower rate based on their incomes with 
vouchers funded by the federal government and the Spartanburg Housing Authority.   There are strict 
rules for living in the homes and Whiteside said Owens often calls the police to get her arrested so she'll 
get kicked out of the house. Now members with the NAACP are supporting her and said something has 
to be done.   "What happened to fair and equal housing is the question?" said W.T. Lewis, director of 
communications with NAACP's Spartanburg branch. "We want to prevent a bad situation before it 
escalates to someone getting killed."  Whiteside said Owens asked her to move.  "I want to stay there. 
I've got that right to stay there," Whiteside said.  Owens said someone recently threw a brick through 
his window. He believes Whiteside is involved.  "It was like boom, boom! It scared me and there was 
glass everywhere," Owens said.  Whiteside said she has documents and proof of Owens' ongoing 
harassment.  "I got arrested and thrown in jail for noise and public disorderly conduct and it got thrown 
out of court," Whiteside said.  Although Owens admits he called Whiteside's friend names, he said he 
did so after Whiteside's friend called him a racial slur.  "I did call him a sorry a-- n----- and I told him he 
was a disgrace to his race," Owens said.  Owens said he's not moving either.  "I'll have to come up with 
$110,000 to pay," Owens said.  Because of the ongoing dispute, the city of Spartanburg put up a fence 
and created separate driveways so the neighbors didn't have to share one anymore. However, it didn't 
stop the fighting.   Police with Spartanburg Public Safety said they received more than 60 calls from 
both neighbors between March of 2011 and March of 2014.  FOX Carolina talked to a representative 
with the Spartanburg Housing Authority. He said he couldn't comment on the issue. 

 

May 27, 2014  

Three Democrats want the South Carolina House to take a no-confidence vote in the Department of 
Social Services' director.  The three Democrats representing Richland County are introducing a 
resolution urging Gov. Nikki Haley to fire director Lillian Koller. Rep. James Smith says a "yes" vote 
would send a clear signal to the Republican governor. Haley has repeatedly backed Koller despite 
several calls for her ousting.  It's unlikely the resolution will get a vote in the Republican-controlled 
House before the regular legislative session ends June 5.  A Senate panel is investigating potential 
problems at the agency. Allegations include that Koller's management method for meeting priorities has 
led to decisions based on numbers instead of children's welfare. She disputes that.  Senators have 
questioned Koller about two children who died in Richland County. 
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June 10, 2014      

Voters across the state of South Carolina headed to the polls Tuesday to weigh in on who they want to 
see on the ballot come November. The polls opened at 7 a.m. for the South Carolina primary, and 
voters had the chance to speak up about Republican and Democratic candidates for a variety of local, 
statewide and federal races.  Both of South Carolina's U.S. Senate seats were in contest this year for the 
Republican and Democratic parties. Incumbent Sen. Lindsey Graham, a Republican, defeated six 
challengers -- Det Bowers, Lee Bright, Richard Cash, Bill Connor, Benjamin Dunn and Nancy Mace -- and 
avoided a runoff in the race for the GOP ballot spot. Brad Hutto defeated Jay Stamper for the 
Democratic nomination.  Sen. Tim Scott, a Republican, kept his name on the GOP ballot for the seat he 
has held since Gov. Nikki Haley chose him to replace former Sen. Jim DeMint. He will face off against 
Democrat Joyce Dickerson in November.  

 

June 10, 2014                                                                                                                                                                        
Former two-term Attorney General Henry McMaster is in a runoff race in two weeks to be South 
Carolina's next lieutenant governor.  Early returns show McMaster with 44 percent of the vote, putting 
him in the lead by a margin of 20 percentage points. The second-place winner was too close to call 
between retired Kiawah Island developer Pat McKinney and Mike Campbell, the son of the late Gov. 
Carroll Campbell.  McMaster and his opponent will square off June 24.  The state's No. 2 post will soon 
be vacated by Lt. Gov. Glenn McConnell, whose new job as president of the College of Charleston starts  

 

June 12, 2014                                                                                                                                                                             
U.S. Sen. Tim Scott has asked the Veterans Administration for information about its South Carolina 
facilities.  In a letter obtained by The Associated Press, the Republican lawmaker Thursday asked acting 
VA Secretary Sloan Gibson for details on wait times and deaths at agency facilities in the state. Last 
week, Scott met with South Carolina veterans a day after the passage of a Senate bill proposing 26 new 
medical facilities in 18 states be leased by the VA, including a walk-in clinic in Myrtle Beach and a 
primary care and dental annex in Charleston.  Data released Monday showed patients seeking care 
through Columbia's VA hospital wait an average of 77 days for their first appointment with a primary 
care doctor -- more than five times longer than the department's goal. 

 

June 12, 2014        

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Gov. Nikki Haley has vetoed $18.5 million from the Legislature's $7 billion spending plan for the coming 
year.  Haley announced her 76 vetoes Thursday. That compares with 81 vetoes tallying $94 million last 
year. Haley says she and the Legislature worked together better this year.  Vetoes include $2 million 
from the Office on Aging for services to help seniors live independently rather than in more expensive 
nursing homes. Haley says there's legitimacy in the program, but the agency is growing too fast. She 
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notes that even after her veto, the program gets nearly $13 million next year, compared with $4.5 
million four years ago.  Haley also vetoed giving legislators a yearly increase of $12,000 each for in-
district expenses. She says legislators should ask voters if they should get a raise. 

 

June 18, 2014 

South Carolina has a Democrat in the lieutenant governor's office for the first time in two decades.  
Senators unanimously decided Wednesday to make Democratic Sen. Yancey McGill of Kingstree the 
Senate's next leaders. He occupied that position only until Lt. Gov. Glenn McConnell turned in his 
resignation.  McGill's two swearing-in ceremonies were minutes apart.  Senate Finance Chairman Hugh 
Leatherman of Florence was then elected the next president pro tem, though not without protest.  The 
42-2 vote followed criticism from Republican Sen. Shane Massey of Edgefield that Leatherman already 
has too much power. He also faulted Leatherman for crafting budgets through a secretive, back-room 
process.  McGill was a 26-year veteran of the Senate, ranked No. 6 in seniority. Leatherman is second in 
seniority and has been a senator since 1981. 

 

June 24, 2014 

Mismanagement by the pilots of Asiana Flight 214, including confusion over whether one of the 
airliner's key controls was maintaining airspeed, caused the plane to crash while landing in San 
Francisco last year, the National Transportation Safety Board concluded Tuesday.  But the board also 
took the unusual step of faulting the complexity of the Boeing 777's autothrottle, as well as materials 
provided by the aircraft maker that fail to make clear under what conditions the automated system 
doesn't automatically maintain speed, saying they contributed to the accident.  The 777 has been in 
service 18 years and is one of the world's most popular wide-bodied airliners, especially for 
international travel. Until last year's accident, it had not been involved in a single fatal crash. The 
board's acting chairman, Chris Hart, warned that the accident underscores a problem that has long 
troubled aviation regulators around the globe - that increasingly complicated automated aircraft 
controls designed to improve safety are also creating new opportunities for error.  The Asiana flight 
crew "over-relied on automated systems that they did not fully understand," Hart said.  "In their efforts 
to compensate for the unreliability of human performance, the designers of automated control systems 
have unwittingly created opportunities for new error types that can be even more serious than those 
they were seeking to avoid," he said.  The South Korea-based airline's pilot training also was faulted.  
Boeing immediately rejected the notion that the 777s automated systems contributed to the accident, 
pointing to the aircraft's safety record.  "The auto-flight system has been used successfully for over 200 
million flight hours across several airplane models, and for more than 55 million safe landings," the 
company said in a statement. "The evidence collected during this investigation demonstrates that all of 
the airplane's systems performed as designed."  The board didn't say that the autothrottle failed to 
perform as designed. But rather that its design, under certain circumstances, could lead to confusion as 
to whether it was controlling speed or in an inactive state.  The safety board "did the right thing," said 
Ilyas Akbari, a Los Angeles attorney representing 16 of Flight 214's passengers. "It took courage to call 
out Boeing because it's an American manufacturer" and one of the nation's largest employers and 
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exporters.  But most of the fault lies with Asiana and its pilots, Akbari said.  Investigators said the flight's 
three veteran pilots made 20 to 30 different errors, some minor and others significant, during the 
landing approach on July 6, 2013.  Among the errors were that pilots didn't follow company procedures 
on calling out notifications about the plane's altitude, speed and actions they were taking during the 
landing approach. They also weren't closely monitoring the plane's airspeed - a fundamental of flying. 
Instead, they assumed the autothrottle was maintaining the required speed for a safe landing.  But the 
captain flying the plane, Lee Kang Kuk, 45, who was new to the 777, inadvertently deactivated the 
autothrottle, putting it into a hold mode. A training captain who was sitting next to Kuk in the right seat 
didn't notice the error, and then compounded it by turning off only one of two other key systems for 
managing the flight. Both systems are supposed to be on or off, but not one on and one off.  A third 
pilot riding in the jump seat noticed the plane was descending too fast but didn't speak up right away.  
The plane, with 307 people on board, was too low and too slow as it neared the runway. Its tail struck a 
seawall and was ripped off. The rest of plane went spinning and sliding down the runway.  Despite the 
violence of the crash, only three people were killed. Two were Chinese teens seated in the back, who 
weren't wearing their seatbelts and were thrown from the plane. Investigators said if they had been 
wearing the belts they would most likely have survived.  A third teen was hit on the head by one of the 
plane's doors but survived the crash. She was killed when, lying unconscious, she was run over by two 
rescue vehicles in the chaos afterward. Nearly 200 people were injured.  Mendoza reported from Santa 
Cruz, California.   

 

June 27, 2014 

The South Carolina Department of Public Safety said the SC state trooper who arrested Cincinnati 
Bengals defensive end Sidney "Sam" Montgomery has been suspended. "The arrest of Mr. Montgomery 
for speeding was a lawful arrest," said SCDPS spokesperson Sherri Iacobelli in an e-mail. "However, 
L.Cpl. R.S. Salter, of Troop 2, was suspended without pay on June 26 pending the outcome of an 
investigation by the DPS Office of Professional Responsibility surrounding the circumstances of the June 
25 traffic stop."  Montgomery was stopped on Highway 72 three miles west of Clinton at 12:37 a.m. on 
Thursday going 89 mph in a 55 mph-zone, according to Cpl. Bill Rhyne with the Highway Patrol.   Rhyne 
said the L. Cpl. Salter used his discretion to arrest Montgomery, which is allowed under South Carolina 
law for speeding.  Salter has been with SC Highway Patrol since 2000. 

 
 

June 28, 2014 

Pro-Russian insurgents on Saturday released a second team of observers from the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, who had been held captive since the end of May, the organization 
said.  OSCE spokesman Michael Bociurkiw said that the four observers were released and met by an 
OSCE official in the eastern city of Donetsk.  "They're in good health, they're in good spirits," he said.  
OSCE lost contact with four monitors from its Donetsk team and four monitors from its Luhansk team in 
late May. The members of the Donetsk team were freed earlier this week.  The second release followed 
a European Union summit Friday, where leaders decided not to immediately impose new sanctions on 
Russia for destabilizing eastern Ukraine, but gave the Russian government and pro-Russian insurgents 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25866896/nfl-player-arrested-in-laurens-co
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25866896/nfl-player-arrested-in-laurens-co
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until Monday to take steps to improve the situation. The EU leaders said Russia and the rebels should 
work to release all captives, retreat from border checkpoints, agree on a way to verify the cease-fire and 
launch "substantial negotiations" on Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko's peace plan.  "We have 
fulfilled our obligations before the Ukrainian side. All eight observers have been released," Alexander 
Borodai, one of the leaders of the insurgents, said after the release, according to news agency Interfax.  
Ukraine on Friday signed a free-trade pact with the EU, the very deal that a former Ukrainian president 
dumped under pressure from Moscow in November, fueling huge protests that eventually drove him 
from power. Moscow responded to those events by annexing the mainly Russian-speaking Crimean 
Peninsula in March, and a pro-Russian insurgency in eastern Ukraine erupted the month after, leading 
to the developments that have brought Russia-West relations to their lowest point since the Cold War 
times.  The United States and the EU have slapped travel bans and asset freezes on members of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's inner circle and threatened to impose more crippling sanctions against entire 
sectors of Russia's economy if the Kremlin fails to de-escalate the crisis.  Earlier Saturday, Russia's 
foreign minister accused the U.S. of encouraging Ukraine to challenge Moscow and heavily weighing in 
on the European Union. In televised remarks, Sergey Lavrov said that "our American colleagues still 
prefer to push the Ukrainian leadership toward a confrontational path."  He added that chances for 
settling the Ukrainian crisis would have been higher if it only depended on Russia and Europe.  The 
weeklong cease-fire, which both sides have been accused of violating, expired at 10 p.m. local time 
(1900 GMT) on Friday, but Poroshenko quickly declared its extension until 10 p.m. local time Monday. 
He warned, however, that the cease-fire could be terminated in areas where rebels violate it.  Borodai 
promised to abide by the extended cease-fire after Friday's troika talks that included a former Ukrainian 
president who represented the Kiev government, the Russian ambassador and an OSCE envoy.  He 
rejected the EU leaders' demand to retreat from three checkpoints on the border with Russia captured 
by the rebels, but invited OSCE to send its monitors to the border crossings and any other areas in the 
east.  Borodai also demanded that the Ukrainian government pull back its forces as a condition for 
holding meaningful talks to settle the crisis.  Swiss President Didier Burkhalter, whose country currently 
chairs the OSCE, said in a statement he hopes the release of the observers will give the organization's 
special monitoring mission in Ukraine the opportunity to carry out its mandate "to the maximum extent 
possible and strengthen its role as international presence in the country."  He also said he hopes that 
the release will "mark the beginning of an improving security situation in the eastern region of Ukraine."  
Ukrainian military spokesman Olexiy Dmitrashkovskiy said Saturday that three Ukrainian soldiers were 
killed and four others were wounded in a rebel shelling near Slovyansk, a key flashpoint in the 
insurgency, Interfax reported.  Rebels, in turn, claimed that Ukrainian troops tried to capture one of the 
checkpoints on the Russian border, which they control, but were rebuffed.  Russian officials said that 
several Ukrainian shells landed on Russian territory early Saturday, and one shell fragment hit the 
border checkpoint on the Russian side of the border, but there were no injuries.  The insurgents also 
descended on a Ukrainian National Guards unit in Donetsk, demanding that the troops leave or join the 
rebels' ranks. None of the troops voiced a desire to switch sides. There was no fighting there.  As part of 
his peace plan, Poroshenko this week submitted a set of constitutional amendments that would give 
broader powers to the regions and allow local authorities to have more say on such issues as language 
and culture. In an address to the nation Saturday, he voiced hope that the move would strengthen the 
country's unity.  Lavrov acknowledged that Russia has some leverage with the rebels, but claimed that 
Moscow's influence is limited.  "There are reasons to believe that they hear us on other aspects of 
Russian position regarding the crisis in Ukraine, but that doesn't mean that they immediately move to 



  

 30 

heed our calls," he said. "These people have their own vision, it's their land and they want to be its 
masters, they want to negotiate with the central government on what terms it can be done."  David 
McHugh in Kiev and Balint Szlanko in Donetsk, Ukraine, contributed to this report. 

 
 
June 29, 2014  

About four out of every 10 South Carolina Department of Social Services caseworkers are managing 
more than the 17 cases at a time that national experts say should be the maximum caseload.  The State 
newspaper in Columbia (http://bit.ly/1nUEGGe ) obtained the caseloads of all DSS workers. One 
Lexington County workers is managing 48 cases with 103 children.  Thirteen counties have at least half 
of their child-welfare workers handling at least 20 cases.  Then DSS Director Lillian Koller told lawmakers 
earlier this year that caseworkers average about seven cases, but that included supervisors who manage 
one case at a time.  The newspaper reviewed internal evaluations by DSS offices and found in 25 of the 
state's 46 counties, child abuse investigations were likely to be closed in violation of the agency's own 
policies.  DSS plans to hire 50 additional caseworkers with money added to its budget. 

 
 
June 30, 2014  
 

A sharply divided Supreme Court ruled Monday that some companies with religious objections can 
avoid the contraceptives requirement in President Barack Obama's health care overhaul, the first time 
the high court has declared that businesses can hold religious views under federal law.  The justices' 5-4 
decision, splitting conservatives and liberals, means the Obama administration must search for a 
different way of providing free contraception to women who are covered under the health insurance 
plans of objecting companies.  Justice Samuel Alito wrote in his majority opinion, over a dissent from 
the four liberal justices, that forcing companies to pay for methods of women's contraception to which 
they object violates the 1993 Religious Freedom Restoration Act. He said the ruling is limited and there 
are ways for the administration to ensure women get the birth control they want.  But White House 
press secretary Josh Earnest said the decision creates health risks for women, and he said Congress 
should take action to make sure they get coverage.  "President Obama believes that women should 
make personal health care decisions for themselves rather than their bosses deciding for them," Earnest 
said. "Today's decision jeopardizes the health of the women who are employed by these companies."  
Contraception is among a range of preventive services that must be provided at no extra charge under 
the health care law that Obama signed in 2010. Nearly 30 million women receive birth control as a 
result of the health law, the government has said.  Benefits experts say they expect little impact from 
the ruling because employers use health benefits to recruit and retain workers. But one constitutional 
law scholar, Marci Hamilton of Yeshiva University, cautioned that more than 80 percent of U.S. 
corporations are closely held and she said they could "now be able to discriminate against their 
employees."  Two years ago, Chief Justice John Roberts cast the pivotal Supreme Court vote that saved 
the law in the midst of Obama's campaign for re-election. On Monday, Roberts sided with the four 
justices who would have struck down the law in its entirety, holding in favor of the religious rights of 
closely held corporations, like the Oklahoma-based Hobby Lobby chain of arts-and-craft stores that 

http://bit.ly/1nUEGGe
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challenged the contraceptives provision.  Hobby Lobby is among roughly 50 businesses that have sued 
over covering contraceptives. Some, like the two involved in the Supreme Court case, are willing to 
cover most methods of contraception, as long as they can exclude drugs or devices that the government 
says may work after an egg has been fertilized.  But Monday's ruling would apply more broadly to other 
companies that do not want to pay for any of the 20 birth control methods and devices that have been 
approved by federal regulators.  Alito said the decision is limited to contraceptives. "Our decision should 
not be understood to hold that an insurance-coverage mandate must necessarily fall if it conflicts with 
an employer's religious beliefs," he said.  He suggested two ways the administration could deal with the 
birth control issue. The government could simply pay for pregnancy prevention, he said. Or it could 
provide the same kind of accommodation it has made available to religious-oriented, not-for-profit 
corporations.  Those groups can tell the government that providing the coverage violates their religious 
beliefs. At that point, creating a buffer, their insurer or a third-party administrator takes on the 
responsibility of paying for the birth control. The employer does not have to arrange the coverage or 
pay for it. Insurers get reimbursed by the government through credits against fees owed under other 
provisions of the health care law.  That accommodation is the subject of separate legal challenges, and 
the court said Monday that profit-seeking companies could not assert religious claims in such a 
situation.  Justice Anthony Kennedy, who was part of the majority, also wrote separately to say the 
administration can solve its problem easily. "The accommodation works by requiring insurance 
companies to cover, without cost sharing, contraception coverage for female employees who wish it," 
Kennedy said. He said that arrangement "does not impinge on the plaintiffs' religious beliefs."  Houses 
of worship and other religious institutions whose primary purpose is to spread the faith are exempt 
from the requirement to offer birth control.  In a dissent she read aloud from the bench, Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg called the decision "potentially sweeping" because it minimizes the government's 
interest in uniform compliance with laws affecting the workplace. "And it discounts the disadvantages 
religion-based opt-outs impose on others, in particular, employees who do not share their employer's 
religious beliefs," Ginsburg said.  Leaders of women's rights groups blasted the decision by "five male 
justices," in the words of Cecile Richards, president of the Planned Parenthood Action Fund.  The 
administration said a victory for the companies would prevent women who work for them from making 
decisions about birth control based on what's best for their health, not whether they can afford it. The 
government's supporters pointed to research showing that nearly one-third of women would change 
their contraceptive if cost were not an issue; a very effective means of birth control, the intrauterine 
device, can cost up to $1,000.  The contraceptives at issue before the court were the emergency 
contraceptives Plan B and ella, and two IUDs.  A survey by the Kaiser Family Foundation found 85 
percent of large American employers already had offered such coverage before the health care law 
required it.  Most working women will probably see no impact from the ruling, corporate health 
benefits consultants expect. Publicly traded companies are unlikely to inject religion into their employee 
benefit plans, said Mark Holloway, director of compliance services at the Lockton Companies, an 
insurance broker that serves medium-sized and growing employers.  "Most employers view health 
insurance as a tool to attract and retain employees," said Holloway. "Women employees want access to 
contraceptive coverage, and most employers don't have a problem providing that coverage. It is 
typically not a high-cost item."  It is unclear how many women potentially are affected by the high court 
ruling. Hobby Lobby is by far the largest employer of any company that has gone to court to fight the 
birth control provision.  The company has more than 15,000 full-time employees in more than 600 
crafts stores in 41 states. Hobby Lobby is owned by the family of David Green, evangelical Christians 



  

 32 

who also own Mardel, a Christian bookstore chain.  The other company is Conestoga Wood Specialties 
Corp. of East Earl, Pennsylvania, owned by a Mennonite family and employing 950 people in making 
wood cabinets. 
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2014 
 

Problem/Need:  ENVIRONMENT 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired: Clean Water, Discovering Nature, National Wildlife Federation, Nature 
Conservancy  

 

 

 

April 3, 2014 

The Children's Trust of South Carolina is hosting a "safe sleep summit" to reduce the number of infant 
deaths from unsafe sleeping environments.  Thursday's meeting in Columbia is expected to draw more 
than 150 professionals. It's the first such session held by the group.  The trust says the Department of 
Health and Environmental Control has reported that the number of infant deaths caused by accidents 
increased from 30 deaths in 2011 to 41 in 2012. DHEC said suffocation and strangulation in bed 
accounted for nearly all of those accidents.  More than a half-dozen of state and national experts on 
children's safety issues are speaking.  The event is set for 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Columbia Marriott 
Hotel. 

 

April 5, 2014 

Organizers said over 4,000 people turned out to take part in the American Heart Association's 2014 
Upstate Heart Walk on Saturday.  The walk began at 10 a.m. in Greer City Park.  Fox Carolina's Chief 
Meteorologist Kendra Kent served as the emcee and helped participants get fired up for the walk.  The 
AHA said the nationwide annual walks are the biggest fundraisers that help the organization continue to 
save lives from the country's number one and number three killers - heart disease and stroke. 
Organizers said the walk is designed to promote physical activity and heart-healthy living in an 
environment that's fun and rewarding for everyone who participates.   The AHA said Heart Walks are 
just one of the ways the organization is working toward achieving it's goal to improve the cardiovascular 
health of all Americans by 20 percent while reducing deaths from cardiovascular disease and stroke by 
20 percent by the year 2020.  Organizers said they raised over $200,000 ahead of this year's Upstate 
Heart Walk. 
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April 10, 2014 

Four people have been arrested on multiple charges after a house near a Buncombe County school was 
condemned on Wednesday, according to the sheriff's office.   The Buncombe County Sheriff's Office and 
members of the Buncombe County Permits and Inspections and Environmental Control departments 
conducted a follow-up investigation at 10 Harbinger Rd., which is behind A.C. Reynolds High School.   
Public Information Officer Natalie Bailey said they initiated the investigation after receiving numerous 
complaints about activity on the property.   Bailey said there were allegations of building code 
violations, criminal violations and environmental concerns.   On Wednesday, officials condemned two 
buildings, which were deemed unsuitable for living in, on the property during the investigation, 
according to Bailey.   In addition to the buildings being condemned, Bailey said four people were 
arrested.   Billy Hoffman Jr. was charged with possession of stolen vehicle, possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of less than a half ounce of marijuana and possession of stolen 
goods/property.   Thomas Stinson Hoffman was charged with possession of a stolen vehicle and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.   Priscilla Megan Hoffman was charged with possession of less than a 
half ounce of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia and two counts of possession of 
methamphetamine.   Carrie Tanielle O'Connor was charged with possession less than a half ounce of 
marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of methamphetamine.  

 

April 14, 2014 

Public health officials are seeing the public's help in tracking the arrival of the West Nile virus in South 
Carolina.  The Department of Health and Environmental Control says people can give the agency dead 
birds like blue jays, crows and finches for testing.  DHEC is accepting the birds through Nov. 30. The 
agency has information on its website to help people safely handle and transport the birds.  Officials say 
assistance from the public helps DHEC test a wider area and test for the virus earlier, before it shows up 
in humans.  Mosquitoes get the virus from feeding on infected birds, then spread the virus to people 
they bite. People bitten by an infected mosquito may become sick up to two weeks later with flu-like 
symptoms like fever, headache and nausea. 

 

April 21, 2014 

Authorities said both lanes of westbound Interstate 40 in the North Carolina mountains are back open 
after a tanker truck overturned near the Tennessee state line.  The Department of Transportation said 
the chemical tanker containing sodium chlorite wrecked Monday afternoon at mile marker 6 in 
Haywood County and closed the entire road.  Greg Shuping of Haywood County Emergency 
Management said fire departments and hazmat teams were clearing the scene on Monday night.   
Officials said the truck was heading to Georgia carrying a dozen 100 gallon containers of the sodium 
chlorite. They said six of them spilled.   Haywood County official Bill Miller said there was a drainage 
pipe under the highway and some of the spill got into the Pigeon River, but did not know how much.   
Officials are recommending anyone wanting to drive through the mountains on I-40 to take Interstate 
26 in Asheville west to Johnson City, TN, then take Interstate 81 south back to I-40 in Jefferson County, 
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TN.  The interstate reopened about 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, according to NCDOT.   NCDOT suggested the 
following detour for drivers headed west on I-40:   Take Exit 53-B for I-240 west then take Exit 4-A for I-
26 West.   Continue on I-26 West until reaching I-81 near Johnson City, TN.  Take Exit 8-A for I-81 South. 
Continue on I-81 South to re-access I-40 West in Tennessee. 

 

April 22, 2014 

Crews are working to repair a water main leak in Anderson Tuesday, which may cause some delays and 
detours for drivers.  The leak is located at East Greenville Street near the intersections of Liddell Street 
and Haley Road, according to city officials.  Because of the repair work, crews have closed traffic lanes 
coming into Anderson, detouring traffic through the median.  Crews are also replacing water lines along 
Haley Road.   According to the city, the repairs are expected to last through the morning and congestion 
may continue longer because of construction in the area, but it is not expected to interrupt water 
service.  Residents looking for updates can visit www.cityofandersonsc.com.  

 

April 29, 2014 

If you got outside this evening you probably noticed the dramatic sunset with the clouds mixed in.  
Those high level altocumulus clouds are a classic beacon of a storm on the way.  Right now it isn't 
looking as bad for flooding and tornadoes as once thought, but I still think that a few dangerous storms 
could develop late tonight into the morning.  Then we'll have another quick shot at storms as the cold 
front approaches Wednesday afternoon.  There have been a lot of factors in play with this storm 
forecast.  Last night we did see severe weather in the mountains, from storms that developed from the 
moist upglide over the mountains. Once those storms formed, they rotated FAST thanks to the strong 
shear (or turning of the winds) in the atmosphere.  We haven't had a big trigger to start showers and 
storms in the Upstate, but if they did get going, they could get really fierce because of the atmospheric 
environment. The overnight complex of storms that some of our models were showing last night never 
could quite develop, so we only got the severe weather in the mountains.  Our short range models are 
showing a line of heavy showers and storms arriving after about 4am, but a few could pop up before 
that.   We still have a favorable environment for severe weather tonight, and we have a better chance 
of getting storm development.  As the front approaches tomorrow we'll continue to get showers and 
storms, off and on.   

 

May 16, 2014 

Duke Energy announced plans to build and operate a natural gas power plant at the existing Anderson 
County plant on Friday.   Construction of the plant is expected to begin in 2015 at the Lee Steam Station 
site. Duke said they expect the plant to be ready to use in 2017.   "The Lee site is a great location for a 
combined cycle plant," said Clark Gillespy, Duke Energy state president - South Carolina. "Duke Energy 
will be able to leverage existing site infrastructure to minimize new generation project costs and 
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impacts to the community and environment."  At the height of construction, Duke said at least 500 jobs 
will be created, with 25 full-time employees operating the plant when it opens.  

 

May 20, 2014 

North Carolina regulators say Duke Energy illegally pumped 61 million gallons of contaminated water 
from a coal ash pit near the Cape Fear River.  State Department of Environment and Natural Resources  
spokesman Jamie Kritzer said Thursday the dumping violated Duke's wastewater permit at its Cape Fear 
plant. The agency has issued Duke a formal notice of violation, which could result in hefty fines.  The 
state is now testing water samples from the Cape Fear River.  Kritzer says regulators have notified cities 
and towns downstream of the plant. So far, none have reported problems with drinking water.  The 
dumping was first spotted March 10 by the environmental group Waterkeeper Alliance.  A Feb. 2 coal 
ash spill at different Duke plant coated 70 miles of the Dan River with toxic sludge. 

 

May 30, 2014 

The Savannah River Site is moving toward the possibility  of shipping radioactive nuclear waste from 
Germany to South Carolina.  The U.S. Energy Department is considering shipping used nuclear fuel 
containing 900 kilograms of highly enriched uranium from Germany to the site, where it would be 
processed and disposed.  On Thursday, agency officials said they had signed a notice of intent to study 
the environmental impact of the proposal.  In April, Energy officials signed a separate agreement with 
German research facilities offering to evaluate accepting, processing and disposing of the waste at 
Savannah River.  A public meeting on the issue is scheduled for June 24. Some critics oppose the plan 
because it would bring more nuclear waste to South Carolina. 

 

June 1, 2014 

June 1 marks the beginning of Hurricane Season, but it doesn't usually get active until late July into 
August.  On average, around July 19 is when we see our first named system.  I've been watching a 
system on our computer  models, and I think there's a chance for a tropical depression in the southern 
Gulf of Mexico next weekend. The GFS model has backed off the solution that would have brought a 
possible tropical storm into the southeast.  The first named storm will be "Arthur", then "Bertha" after 
that.  This season is expected to be average or possibly a bit less active than average.  This is because of 
El Nino.  The El Nino pattern produces winds in the upper levels that shear apart developing tropical 
systems.  This creates an unfavorable environment at times for tropical development.   We may not see 
tropical rains in the near future, but we'll have a chance of storms this week.  Tuesday and Friday look 
like the stormiest days.  Monday should be dry and comfortable, then the heat and humidity crank back 
up mid-week. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25030461/regulators-say-duke-pumped-coal-ash-near-nc-river
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25652464/sc-site-moves-toward-accepting-german-nuke-waste
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25664917/hurricane-season-starts-today
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June 2, 2014 

The federal government is proposing that South Carolina cut carbon dioxide emissions from power  
plants by more than half by the year 2030.  One environmental group says the state is in a good position 
to do so.  Blan Holman of the Southern Environmental Law Center says South Carolina has reduced 
carbon pollution by almost a third in the past decade and has burned less coal even as the economy has 
expanded.  The Environmental Protection Agency announced specific targets for all states Monday as 
part of efforts to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere.  South Carolina's 2012 carbon 
emission rate was almost 1,600 pounds per megawatt hour of energy produced. The new target just 
over 770 pounds.  About 30 percent power in South Carolina comes from coal-fired power plants. 

 

June 12, 2014 

Anderson County firefighters were called to a structure fire late on Wednesday.  Deputies said the fire 
was in a storage building in the backyard of a Canton Lane property.  There is no word on what caused 
the fire. 

 

June 10, 2014 

After many areas saw storms on Tuesday, another round is heading in on Wednesday.   As storms 
moved in, there were even reports of funnel clouds, but nothing was confirmed. The main issue 
Tuesday night was with straight-line winds.  The best chance for heavy thunderstorms will be after 2 
p.m. on Wednesday, with more people seeing rain on Wednesday than Tuesday. A few small showers 
started to pop up after noon in the Upstate and in the mountains. Track the storms with FOX Carolina 
Radar 3D here.  A few strong storms are possible, with torrential downpours and frequent lightning the 
main threat. A steady line of storms are not as likely to move through as more areas will see "pop-up" 
style storms.  With lightning the main threat, some areas may be spared storm damage - unlike 
Westview Avenue in Greenville, where Tuesday's storms left behind damage to some homes and cars.   
Highs will stay very warm in the upper 80s for the Upstate and low 80s in the mountains on Wednesday. 
High humidity will make it feel even hotter.  Storms will stay in the forecast through the weekend. Each 
afternoon we'll be watching closely for pop-up showers and storms.  

 

June 19, 2014 

Spartanburg police and the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division are investigating after meth lab 
components were found in a trash can at a business.  An employee at the Wash Depot on South Pine 
Street called police after discovering several plastic bottles containing granules of a white substance and 
a strange looking liquid on Monday afternoon.  Police said they also discovered a plastic bottle with a 
rubber tube inserted into the cap, a container of lighter fluid, a container of sulfuric acid and a 
container of iodized salt in the trash can.  Police notified SLED, which sent a team from Advanced 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25669697/sc-asked-to-cut-carbon-emissions-by-more-than-half
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25745098/deputies-report-possible-funnel-cloud-in-greenville-co
http://www.foxcarolina.com/category/270250/live-video4
http://www.foxcarolina.com/category/270250/live-video4
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Environmental Solutions to decontaminate the area and safely remove the materials.  Police said all the 
bottles were identified as one pot methamphetamine labs 

 

 

June 20, 2014 

Officials with Greenville Health Systems said on Friday the hospital has found an "unusual infection" in a 
small number of surgical patients.   The hospital said they are working with the Centers for Disease 
Control and the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control to identify the source of the 
infection, which is caused by an "atypical mycobacterium."   "Based on the preliminary results of the 
investigation, we believe that the infection is related to a piece of equipment which was removed from 
use. In an abundance of caution, all other pieces of equipment which may potentially be involved in 
these cases have also been removed from use," said hospital epidemiologist Bill Kelly, M.D., in a release.   
"Because of our strong surveillance system, we were able to identify the potential problem and take 
immediate and appropriate action," said Kelly. "Patients and families will always be our top priority. We 
will continue to work closely with outside agencies to investigate the infection; we will continue to 
monitor and support those patients who have been affected."  Hospital officials said, due to the 
organism's long incubation period, some patients did not show signs of the infection until months after 
their surgeries.  Kelly said the infection is tied to at least one death at the hospital.   They said people 
who are sick with other illnesses and have surgical procedures are more susceptible to infections.   The 
first patient who tested positive was in March 2014. They said other patients who tested positive are 
being notified, but they said there could be more cases. They said the infection is not contagious.  
People concerned about possibly having contracted the infection should contact their doctor.  

 

June 26, 2014 

Greenville Health System announced Thursday that another heart surgery patient at Greenville 
Memorial Hospital tested positive for a rare mycobacterial infection, bringing the total number of cases 
to 15. Three patients with the infection have died, hospital officials said. Of the surviving 12 patients, 
hospital officials said six are at home but continuing to receive treatment. The other six are being 
treated in the hospital or other extended-care facilities.   The infections were caused by an atypical 
mycobacterium, GHS officials said, which has a long incubation period and may take up to 60 days 
before patients show signs of infection. The first-recognized patient tested positive in March 2014. 
Patients who have tested positive for this organism are being notified, officials said. Officials say the 
infection may have been a contributing factor in the deaths of three infected patients, but officials said 
those patients also had serious underlying health problems.   "We regret that any patient within our 
care could possibly be affected by this situation," said Robert Mobley Jr., M.D., medical director of 
quality at GHS. "Our thoughts are with those involved. Our ongoing priority will be to monitor these and 
other patients for continued safe and effective care."  GHS said doctors are working with the S.C. 
Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) to identify the source of the infection. A preliminary investigation has led officials to 
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believe that a piece of medical equipment may be responsible for the spread of the mycobacterium. 
That equipment been removed from use and the operating room primarily associated with that piece of 
equipment has been temporarily closed as a precaution, officials said.   Mycobacteria are found in the 
natural environment in water, soil and dust, and do not usually cause adverse health effects when 
people come into contact with the organisms, GHS officials said.   Officials say this is a rare infection in 
people and is not contagious.  

 

 

 

June 27, 2014 

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) said one person in Liberty 
is being treated after being exposed to a fox that tested positive for rabies.  This animal is the third to 
test positive in 2014 from Pickens County, DHEC said.  "To reduce the risk of getting rabies, we 
recommend that people avoid wild animals acting tame and tame animals acting wild," said Sandra 
Craig of DHEC's Bureau of Environmental Health Services. "About 275 South Carolinians must undergo 
preventive treatment for rabies every year, with most exposures coming from bites or scratches by a 
rabid or suspected rabid animal. Wild animals transmit the disease most often, but domestic pets can 
contract rabies as well.  State law requires pet owners to have their pets regularly vaccinated against 
rabies and Craig said it is extremely important to make sure your pets' vaccination status is up-to-date.  
Anyone who may have been exposed to rabies through a bite, saliva, or a scratch from a wild animal is 
asked to immediately clean the affected area, then get medical attention, and report the incident to 
DHEC.  DHEC said there have been 58 confirmed cases in animals statewide this year.  
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2014 

 
Problem/Need:  EDUCATION 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired: Encouraging Reading 
 
 

April 8, 2014 

An annual report by the Education Oversight Committee shows that South Carolina schools are still not 
improving fast  enough to prepare students to be successful for the global economy.  The report 
released Tuesday says improvements in reading, on-time graduation and success beyond high school lag 
behind the committee's 2020 goals.  The unsurprising report looks similar to previous reports. Its 
release was followed by a screening of the documentary "When the Bough Breaks." It features 
education initiatives that help at-risk children under 4 years old become successful students.  The EOC 
was created by the state's 1998 education accountability law. Its 18 members are responsible for 
evaluating the state's progress toward meeting education goals and issuing state report cards for 
schools and districts. 

 

April 9, 2014 

A bill meant to protect South Carolina's public school districts from lawsuits over winter holiday displays 
is heading to the House floor.  The Education Committee advanced  Tuesday a bill allowing schools to 
display scenes and symbols associated with winter holidays.  Under the bill, a religious icon such as a 
nativity scene must be either paired with a secular symbol or grouped with at least one other religion's 
symbol. Supporters say a Christmas tree qualifies as a secular.  The bill also specifies that staff and 
students can greet each other with "Merry Christmas" and "Happy Hanukah."  Rep. Bill Sandifer says his 
bill does not violate the separation of church and state. American Civil Liberties Union state director 
Victoria Middleton says she believes it does and calls the bill unnecessary. 

 

April 17, 2014 

A state budget proposal would provide new buses that run on alternative fuel to South Carolina school 
districts willing to pay part of the bill.  The Senate Finance  Committee approved Wednesday creating a 
pilot program for up to three districts. The alternative-fuel buses are expected to cost roughly $10,000 
more than the $82,000 average for regular-route buses.  In South Carolina, the education agency buys, 
owns and maintains the statewide school bus fleet. The fleet is among the nation's oldest.  Republican 
Sen. Wes Hayes of Rock Hill says agency officials initially opposed the pilot but have agreed to the 
Senate compromise.  It requires districts to fund the cost difference, pay to train the state-paid bus 
mechanics working on the buses and be responsible for having a local fuel source. 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25197859/report-sc-schools-arent-improving-fast-enough
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25208689/school-holiday-display-bill-clears-sc-house-panel
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25268545/sc-could-buy-some-alternative-fuel-school-buses
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April 29, 2014 

Legislators have approved updating South Carolina's 26-year-old sex education curriculum to include 
the teaching of safe sex.  The state House on Tuesday voted 57-53 on the bill which seeks to require the 
teaching of medically accurate information including the use of contraception . To ensure compliance, 
school districts would be required to file reports with the state and parents detailing what they are 
teaching and in what grade.  Legislators struck from the bill the requirement that sex education 
teachers had to be certified in health by 2020.  Under current law, contraception can only be discussed 
regarding family planning.  Bill sponsor Rep. B.R. Skelton of Pickens says the bill is needed to help 
prevent teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.  The bill needs another vote to advance to 
the Senate. 

 

April 30, 2014 

The Senate has unanimously approved a bill to replace Common Core education standards with those 

homegrown in South Carolina by the 2015-16 school year.  The bill which passed 42-0 on Thursday is a 

compromise of legislation that initially sought to repeal math and reading standards already rolled out in 

classrooms statewide. Testing aligned to those standards must start next year.  But the state won't be able 

to use tests South Carolina officials helped create with other states. A bid must go out for their 

replacement.  A state review of math and reading standards must begin by January.  Republicans praised it 

as taking back control of what's taught in classrooms. Democrats say the bill forces the Legislature to 

spend money on technology, since tests must be taken by computer by 2016-17. 

 

May 6, 2014 

Legislation to boost reading proficiency of South Carolina's K-12 students has advanced in the House 
with a number of changes.  An education subcommittee on Tuesday recommended by a 6-2 vote the 
"Read to Succeed" bill. The House and Senate have already passed different versions of the measure.  
Teachers would pay for development courses required to renew their teaching certificates. The Senate 
version originally said the state would pay for the mandated classes.  Lawmakers also dropped the 
number of literacy classes that middle school teachers would be required to take. The classes would 
train teachers to identify and help children who are not reading at appropriate grade levels.  The 
amended Senate bill also would allow parents to appeal holding children back a grade if teachers 
believe they are struggling with reading. 

 

 

May 9, 2014 

Bob Jones University's new president made his first public address on Friday.  Steve Pettit was named 
the fifth president by Chairman of the Board Larry Jackson at a ceremony at the fundamentalist 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25384759/sc-house-approves-updating-26-year-old-sex-ed-law
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Christian university in Greenville on Thursday.  During his initial address on Friday, Pettit said that as the 
leader of BJU he will bring vision and passion.  "I'm extremely comfortable with students since I have 
been working and living with twenty-somethings for over 20 years, and I think this is the right thing for 
me," Pettit said.  The Wisconsin pastor said his focus would be on providing the best education for 
students.  "We want to provide the finest world-class education for these kids," Pettit said.  Pettit's 
presidency officially goes into effect on Saturday. 

 

May 12, 2014 

A North Carolina man has been arrested after agents said he continued to operate a bartending school 
in Greenville years after it lost its license.  According to Thom Berry with SLED, 47-year-old Christopher 
Nelson was charged with one count of obtaining property by false pretenses, valued at $2,000 or more. 
Warrants stated Nelson continued to operate ABC Bartending School, located at 205 Pete Hollis Blvd., in 
Greenville County, for more than six years after being notified by the South Carolina Commission for 
Higher Education to cease and desist operation. Warrants said the school's nonpublic post secondary 
license was revoked on Jan. 5, 2007.   Officers said notifications were sent to the school repeatedly until 
August 27, 2012, according to warrants.   Warrants said a witness paid ABC Bartending School to enroll 
as late as Jan. 5, 2010 and was  never given the opportunity to go to class or receive any instruction.   
The school also ignored her repeated requests for a refund, warrants said.   Berry said the offense is a 
felony, punishable with up to five years in prison or a fine upon conviction.   He said SLED investigated 
the case at the request of the S.C. Commission for Higher Education. 

 

May 15, 2014 

A Senate panel has advanced a bill that updates South Carolina's 26-year-old sex-education law by 
requiring the teaching of medically accurate information.  The bill sent to the full Senate Education 
Committee on Thursday also tries to improve school districts' compliance by withholding one percent of 
their funding until they file reports. Currently, many districts do not fill out an annual survey on what 
information is taught and in what grades.  Republican Rep. B.R. Skelton of Six Mile says his bill seeks to 
reduce the level of teen pregnancy, which is costly to both the teen and taxpayers. Skelton says any 
rational person should want students to receive accurate information about their bodies.  Greenville 
Sen. Mike Fair did not vote, saying the bill's definition of medically accurate is too vague. 

 

May 22, 2014 

How to pay for school districts in South Carolina was the focus of a televised debate involving the four 
Democratic candidates for schools superintendent.  State Rep. Jerry Govan of Orangeburg; South 
Carolina State University dean of graduate studies Tom Thompson; former director of school 
transformation Montrio Belton; and former South Carolina Education Association president Sheila 
Gallagher. The debate was broadcast by ETV Thursday night.  While all four candidates agreed that 
school districts should be fully and equally funded, they differed on whether a sales tax increase or a 
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return to property tax is the solution.  Gallagher suggested legalizing and taxing the sale of marijuana to 
fund education. Thompson says he cannot see state government telling the public to buy marijuana to 
help provide quality schools.  The primary is June 10. 

 

June 4, 2014 

Legislation that would move North Carolina's public schools away from Common Core academic 
standards is moving through both chambers of the General Assembly.  The House voted Wednesday in 
favor of a proposal to dismantle the standards for math and language arts and direct the State Board of 
Education to assemble new rules with help from a new commission. A somewhat similar Senate bill with 
the same result cleared the chamber's education committee earlier in the day.  Common Core has been 
used for the past couple of years and would continue to be used until replaced by the board. Common 
Core opponents say the rules have led to confusion among teachers and students. Legislators opposed 
to the bill say they're worried it could ultimately lead to other standards. 

 

June 9, 2014 

Gov. Nikki Haley is reminding lawmakers that passage of her education funding plan is just the first step 
of a multi-year effort.  Haley celebrated Monday her plan's inclusion in the Legislature's budget 
proposal for the fiscal year starting July 1. But she reiterated that the additional money is not a one-
year fix.  Her education recommendations sailed through the budget process, as both the House and 
Senate adopted them.  The spending plan sent to Haley's desk Thursday gives more money to students 
in poor, rural districts without taking money away from other districts. It spends more on poor students 
as well as on children whose primary language isn't English.  It also provides more money for 
elementary school reading coaches and for technology upgrades.  Haley has through Wednesday to 
issue line-item vetoes. 

 

June 12, 2014                                                                                                                                                                            
Daniel Fahey's charges were later dismissed following pretrial intervention and they were expunged 
from his record, according to court documents.   It's been called a strange coincidence - a drug testing 
policy being considered just as two school employees stand accused of selling pot.  "The superintendent 
would like for every employee in the district, if we legally can, to be randomly drug tested," said School 
District of Pickens County spokesman John Eby.  The arrests of Kimberly Anthony, 43, and Daniel Fahey, 
48, have only made the discussion louder.   Fahey was a coordinator for the district, and Anthony was a 
teacher at Gettys Middle School. Eby said Fahey is no longer with the district and Anthony remains on 
suspension since their arrests on Sept. 28.  But just days before Easley police arrested the couple, there 
was some intense discussion within the school district on the drug testing policy for teachers and 
students.  "About three weeks ago, the school board sent to the policy committee the student and drug 
policies for a rewrite," said Alex Saitta, chairman of the Pickens County School Board.  Officials said the 
only thing that could hold up the new policy is whether or not teachers will be a part of it. Eby told FOX 
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Carolina that district lawyers are looking over contracts to see if the new policy would be legal.  Saitta 
said he's all for it, and he's surprised there wasn't a policy already.  "All this stuff is spilling into our 
public schools that we have to deal with. And today, public education isn't just about academics, it's 
about academics and dealing with social issues," said Saitta.  "There's a lot more awareness in the public 
because of those arrests (of Anthony and Fahey)," said Eby. "But this is something we already wanted, 
and continue to want."  The new policy is still being worked out with lawyers for the school district, but 
Saitta said the policy currently in the books doesn't take into account newer drugs, like bath salts.  
Saitta also said any random drug testing in the school district will be like any done in the private sector.  
"I think that given what happened over the weekend, we're moving in the direction. So I expect that if 
there was any reticence to it, it's probably gone away," said Saitta.  The school board is due to take up 
the new drug testing policy on Oct. 22. 

 
 
June 14, 2014 

Augusta's school board has voted 7-1 to provide reproductive health services, including pregnancy tests 
and birth control, to students at Augusta's Cony High School starting next year.  The board's vote 
Wednesday will make the services available to all students in the seventh- through 12th-grade school 
with parental consent. Students must also talk with a health care professional first.  A pregnancy 
prevention coordinator for Maine Family Planning said according to the latest available statistics, 
Augusta had one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in Maine.  The Kennebec Journal reports that at-
large school board member Larry Ringrose cast the opposing vote. He said Cony already provides sex 
education in health classes and that school officials should focus on academics. He said such services are 
available elsewhere in the community. 

 
June 23, 2014 

Voters will return to the polls to pick their parties' choice to be South Carolina's education 
superintendent, while Republicans will also pick their lieutenant governor nominee.  Turnout for 
Tuesday's primary runoffs is expected to be light. Just 16 percent of the state's registered voters cast 
ballots in the June 10 primary.  The Republican ballot features two statewide races: Henry McMaster 
versus Mike Campbell for lieutenant governor, and Molly Spearman versus Sally Atwater for 
superintendent.  The Democratic ballot pits Sheila Gallagher against Tom Thompson for superintendent.  
The polls open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday. Registered voters who skipped the primary can still cast 
ballots in the runoff. 

 
June 24, 2014 

Tom Thompson is the Democratic nominee for South Carolina education superintendent.  With over 80 
percent of precincts reporting, Thompson is leading Sheila Gallagher with more than 60 percent of the 
vote.  The former dean of graduate studies at South Carolina State University placed second in the four-
way primary two weeks ago. Gallagher had attracted attention by advocating legalizing and taxing 
marijuana to raise money for schools.  But Thompson called it absurd to link buying marijuana to quality 
education.  The Chicago native started his career in 1970 as an inner-city high school math teacher. 
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Thompson came to South Carolina in 1982 from Wisconsin to be the first black principal of Winnsboro 
High School in Fairfield County.  Thompson ran unsuccessfully for state superintendent in 2010. 

 
 
June 25, 2014 

The South Carolina Education Lottery said two retailers on Pleasantburg Drive in Greenville sold lottery 
tickets a total of a half-million bucks in less than a month.  Lotto officials said the stores each sold one 
The Big $10 Ticket scratch-off ticket with a prize of $250,000.  First, Greenville father and son split their 
quarter-million dollar score after buying a winning ticket from ED's GT Express Mart 7 at 2560 North 
Pleasantburg Drive.  On Tuesday, lotto officials said a Greenville woman turned in the second winning 
ticket that she purchased while grocery shopping at the Bi-Lo at 1315 South Pleasantburg Drive.  Lottery 
officials said three top prizes of $250,000 remain in The Big $10 Ticket game. The odds of winning 
$250,000 are 1 in 600,000.  
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ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 

SECOND QUARTER 2014 
 
 

Problem/Need: QUALITY OF LIFE 
 
DATE  TIME  PROGRAM 
 
 
Sundays 6:00am  MOUNT MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description: A church service airing Sunday mornings. (1-hour) 
 
Sundays 8:30am  MUD CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning.   (30:00) 
 
Sundays 10:30am FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Description:  A church service that airs every Sunday morning and Saturday night. (30:00) 
 

Public Service Announcements that aired: Energy Efficiency, Fatherhood Involvement, Pet Adoption, Boys Town, 
“Rock In Prevention” anti-bullying & anti-drug, United Way, “Homeward Bound” fighting homelessness   

 

 

April 22, 2014 

An Upstate hiring firm is working to fill several immediate openings at a Pickens County company .  
Phillips Staffing said they are working to fill full-time assembly positions for first, second and weekend 
shift positions.  Phillips said there are several positions available at a well-established company and they 
are hoping to get people in them immediately.  Interested candidates must have a high school  
diploma or GED, but experience is not necessary.  Candidates can apply Monday through Thursday from 
8-11 a.m. and 1:30-3 p.m. at Phillips Staffing, which is located at 700 South Pendleton St. in Easley. 

 

April 22, 2014 

Ninety veterans will take to the skies to travel to Washington, DC, from the Upstate Tuesday as part of 
the 12th Honor Flight. Honor Flight Upstate South Carolina will take 45 World War II and 45 Korean War 
veterans with the assistance of volunteers, guardians, doctors and nurses to the nation's capital for the 
day to tour their respective war memorials in addition to viewing the changing of the guard at the Tomb 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25307832/pickens-co-company-working-to-fill-jobs-asap
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25307832/pickens-co-company-working-to-fill-jobs-asap
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of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery.  As a tribute to their service during the historic wars, 
the veterans will travel to and from Greenvillle-Spartanburg International Airport amid fanfare and 
orchestral accompaniment. The public is welcome to welcome the veterans' return Tuesday night, 
which is scheduled for 8 p.m. at the airport's north ramp, which is located off of Highway 101 at 
Gateway Drive.  The veterans have never had the chance to see the memorials due to physical or 
financial limitation, and the funds are raised for their free trips by the nonprofit organization.  For more 
information on how to get support Honor Flight Upstate, make a donation or apply to help as a 
guardian or travel as a veteran, visit www.honorflightupstatesc.com or call 864-869-VETS.  Honor Flight 
Upstate is hosting a fundraising event Thursday from 6-9 p.m. at Thomas Creek Brewery on Piedmont 
Highway. The event costs $25 per person and features food, beer and live music.  

 

May 16, 2014 

A dog is in need of help after getting a piece of metal ductwork stuck on its head.   Upstate Animal 
Rescue Foundation said the dog was discovered on Monday in Oconee County and has been unable to 
eat since getting the pipe stuck on his head.  The group said the dog is feral and won't let anyone get 
close to help, so they are looking for someone who can sedate and trap him in order to remove the 
pipe.  "There are a couple groups that have come out, and they have walked around and tried to catch 
him and different things. But he just runs, he goes hides," said Charles Williams, who lives in the area 
where the dog has been spotted.  Williams said the dog has been living alone in the area for a while and 
he believes it was dumped as a puppy.  Kelly Blair with Upstate Animal Rescue said animal control 
helped them set a large trap for the dog on Friday, but it continues to elude them. She said once they 
are able to catch the dog, they will need help with its medical costs.  "Right this moment we need 
prayer, this is next to impossible, but we will get him," Blair said. "Ask everyone to please step up to 
help him when he makes it to the vet."   

 

May 27, 2014  

A Nebraska woman smashed the Big Texan's 72 ounce steak challenge! Professional eater Molly 
Schuyler downed the 72 ounce steak dinner in less than five minutes and then scarfed down a second 
one in less than 10 minutes.  That's more than 9 pounds of food ingested in less than 15 minutes.   The 
34-year-old mom says she could have taken down a third steak dinner and may do so in a future 
competition. 

 

June 12, 2014 

Former President George H.W. Bush can no longer use his legs, but he isn't letting that stop him from 
keeping a vow he made five years ago: to jump from an aircraft on his 90th birthday, which is Thursday.  
"It's a wonderful day in Maine - in fact, nice enough for a parachute jump," the nation's 41st president 
announced on Twitter.  Bush intends to make a tandem jump from a helicopter harnessed to Sgt. 1st 
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Class Mike Elliott, a retired member of the Golden Knights, the Army's parachute team, near his 
summer home, spokesman Jim McGrath said. Elliott guided Bush to a gentle landing five years ago.  The 
announcement was kept secret until the last minute, partly to give Bush himself the option of bagging 
it. The forecast Thursday called for clouds and scattered showers across the southern Maine coast.  
McGrath said Bush likes both a surprise and an adrenaline rush.  "It's vintage George Bush," he said. "It's 
that passion for life. It's wanting to set a goal, wanting to achieve it. I'm sure part of it is sending a 
message to others that even in your retirement years you can still find challenges."  The first time Bush 
jumped from an airplane was when his plane was shot down in World War II over the Pacific. Later, he 
decided to jump from a plane of his own accord and marked his 75th, 80th and 85th birthdays by 
skydiving.  He said on his 85th birthday that he'd like to do it again on his 90th. Thursday's jump would 
be his eighth.  Other birthday festivities included a private dinner with more than 200 relatives and 
friends, including some from his White House days: press secretary Marlin Fitzwater, White House 
counsel Boyden Gray and political director Ron Kaufman, McGrath said. His children, including former 
President George W. Bush and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, will be there, McGrath said.  
Kennebunkport is a special place for the president. As a boy, he visited the family home at Walker's 
Point every summer, except during World War II. The retreat was later dubbed his "summer White 
House."  During his presidential years, Bush was known for jogging, tennis and fast-paced golf but now 
uses a wheelchair or scooter because of a form of parkinsonism that has robbed him of use of his legs.  
"He's lost his mobility, but he hasn't lost his heart. He's still the genuine person that we've come to 
cherish," said Ken Raynor, a friend and pro at the Cape Arundel Golf Club.  While his activities are now 
limited, Bush still fulfills his need for speed on his boat, Fidelity. "He's always loved going fast. He loves 
the speed. He loves the adrenaline," McGrath said.  Jon Meacham, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and 
historian who is writing a book about Bush, said the former president is used to being in motion, so it 
isn't easy for him to slow down.  The president feels lucky nonetheless, Meacham said.  "He had a 
remarkable great run of good health and good family and good friends," he said. "So I know his chief 
view of life at 90 is one of immense gratitude. He's very grateful for his parents, he's grateful for 
Barbara, he's grateful for his kids. He knows he's one of the luckiest guys who ever lived, really." 

 

June 24, 2014 

The Blood Connection said they are desperate need of donations, as they are low on reserves.  
According to their website, the Blood Connection has seen recent heavy hospital usage resulting in a 
critical need for donations of all blood types.  The Piedmont-based nonprofit blood center normally 
keeps several days' worth of blood inventories but said due to a lack of donations and increased need, 
they are down to dangerously low levels.  People wanting to donate blood can stop by one of their 
mobile blood banks or blood centers.  Click here to find donation drives or call 864-255-5000.  To help 
bring in immediate donations, the mobile banks will be out at several Upstate Walmarts on Friday, June 
27. Blood donors must be healthy, weigh at least 110 pounds, and be 17 years old or 16 with written 
consent. 

 

http://thebloodconnection.org/find-a-drive/
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June 29, 2014 

The funeral for 22-month-old Cooper Mills Harris, who was left in a car for seven hours, drew hundreds 
of people to Tuscaloosa, AL. The boy's father was not allowed to travel to the out of state funeral, but 
was able to participate via telephone.  Support for the mother and father from family and friends in 
Tuscaloosa was clear. Nearly 300 people showed up at the funeral for a child some of them had never 
met.   Inside the University Church of Christ, two tables full of photos showed a precious, happy child 
with various family members, including his father.  During the service, his father Justin Ross Harris, 
called in from jail and listened as family and friends talked about Cooper and how much he was loved.  
Harris addressed those in attendance when the phone he was calling in on was held to a microphone.  
"Thank you for everything you have done for my boy," said Harris, his voice cracking with emotion. "I'm 
just sorry I can't be there."  During Cooper's eulogy, his mother was candid in her remarks.  "This is not 
where I expected to be today," said Leanna Harris.  Leanna talked about how much she had prayed for a 
child, and how she worried she would not be able to have one.  Then claimed that if given the 
opportunity, she would not bring Cooper back to, what she called, a broken world.  A strongly religious 
family, the Harris' believe Cooper is "in the lap of Jesus," as his grandfather put it.  During the eulogy, 
Leanna did not breakdown or succumb to tears, and credits God for giving her the strength to get 
through all that has happened.  She also listed the things she was happy her dead child would not have 
to experience. They included, his first heartbreak, middle school and high school and burying other 
members of his family.  Cooper's mother concluded her remarks by telling those in attendance that she 
was not angry with her husband. "Ross is, was and will be a wonderful daddy, if we have more children," 
said Leanna Harris.  Cooper's bright red casket, was then taken to a cemetery and buried. 

 

June 30, 2014 

Prices are down slightly this week in Greenville, but experts say we could see the most expensive prices 
at the pumps since 2008 for the July 4 holiday. Over the past week, the average retail price for a gallon 
of gas in Greenville fell 2 cents, bringing the average to $3.31, according to the gas price website 
GasBuddy.com   The national average has not moved since last week and continues to hover at $3.68 
per gallon.  "Just in time for the July 4 weekend, it appears the national average has hit a new 2014 high 
in the last week," said GasBuddy.com Senior Petroleum Analyst Patrick DeHaan.   "The good news is that 
we're seeing signs that the peak price we hit last week is starting to unwind. But with July 4 just days 
away, motorists shouldn't be expecting any big retreats in price before the weekend. The situation in 
Iraq has cooled, and if the situation remains calm and hurricane season continues to be a non-story, 
motorists will continue to see a slow decline in prices. But while the situation is slowly turning around 
and prices declining, it will still be the most expensive July 4 at the pump since 2008," DeHaan said.  The 
national average this past week was 24 cents per gallon higher than the same day a year ago and 7 
cents per gallon lower than a month ago, according to GasBuddy.com.  

 

http://gasbuddy.com/
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June 30, 2014 

A 10-year-old Upstate girl who had her dream car stolen now has her beloved set of wheels back.  Lisa 
Tucker used $2,000 that she earned from doing chores and helping at her family's scrap yard to buy a 
1967 Volkswagen Beetle, which she hoped to fix up with her family and display in car shows.  The car 
was stolen Tuesday morning from the family's home in Pelzer.  On Sunday afternoon, Lisa's mom, Joy 
Tucker, said Anderson County deputies called her with good news. Deputies had found the car near an 
address on Paul Street thanks to some tips from neighbors, Tucker said.  Just before 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Tucker said she and Lisa were able to drive the car back home. Tucker said deputies were still 
investigating but released the car back to her and Lisa.  The car was found in worse condition, having 
been stripped of its VIN. The lights were removed and wheels spray-painted, according to Tucker.  "You 
can tell they tried to put it in disguise because they tried to spray paint it - they spray painted the 
wheels. They used to be gold and now they're silver - put new hub caps on them," Lisa said.  Lisa plans 
to restore the Beetle with her father and when she's old enough, drive it herself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25862788/classic-car-stolen-from-pelzer-10-year-old
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PROGRAMS ADDRESSING PROBLEM/NEED 
SECOND QUARTER 2014 

 
 
 

Problem/Need:  CRIME 
 
DATE    TIME  PROGRAM 
 
Monday – Friday   12:00pm COPS RELOADED 
 
Description:  COPS follows law enforcement officers as they answer calls and deal with the subjects and victims 
involved in the complaints and crimes.  (30:00)   
 
 
Monday – Sunday  10:00 pm FOX CAROLINA’S MOST WANTED 
Monday – Friday  5:00a-9:00am  
 
Description:  The FOX Carolina’s Most Wanted airs during the Ten O’clock News on various nights Monday thru 
Sunday and The Morning News Monday thru Friday.   Each segment profiles locally wanted criminals and gives 
viewers a phone number to call to provide information.  Each segment is 45 seconds. 
 
Public Service Announcements that aired: Texting & Driving 
 
 
 
 

April 1, 2014 

The Anderson County Sheriff's Office has made an arrest in connection with armed robberies at two 
Pendleton businesses.  The most recent robbery happened at 9:47 p.m. Tuesday at the Dollar General 
store located at 1005 South Mechanic St.   According to deputies, the robber walked into the store and 
waved a knife at an employee, demanding money. They said the suspect got away on foot with an 
undisclosed amount of cash from two registers. No one was injured.  Deputies and canine units were on 
scene, but called off the search when the trail went cold.   Investigators with the Anderson County 
Sheriff's Office were looking into whether the robbery was connected to the armed robbery at the 
Bojangles' in Pendleton Sunday night.   Deputies said the description of the suspect in the 
two incidents matched and they were able to identify him as Willie May Wideman, 56.   Wideman was 
arrested Wednesday about 11 p.m. and is being held at the Anderson County Detention Center on an 
armed robbery charge, according to deputies.  Deputies said they do not believe he was involved in a 
third Pendleton robbery this week and ask anyone with information on the Plex-U robbery to call the 
Anderson County Sheriff's Office at 864-260-4400 or Crime Stoppers at 888-CRIME-SC. 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25113410/sheriffs-office-bojangles-robbed-at-knifepoint
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April 2, 2014 

The Greenville County Sheriff's Office was on the scene of a suspected meth lab on Wednesday 
afternoon.   Deputies were investigating on Belcross Drive near Monarch Elementary in Simpsonville.   
No information about arrests or charges has been released at this time.  

 

April 3, 2014 

Anderson County deputies said four siblings accused of stealing puppies earlier in March have been 
arrested in connection with a more recent burglary case.  Lt. Sheila Cole with the Anderson County 
Sheriff's Office said Kenneth, Randle, Cassidy and Taylor Lewis along with Cassidy Lewis' boyfriend Perry 
Sprayberry were arrested in connection a March 26 burglary of a storage building on Stewart Street.  
Cole said the five suspects broke into the property and stole a welder valued at $250, then within an 
hour, they were caught on camera trying to sell the welder to a scrap metal dealer in Greenville County.  
The dealer refused to buy the item believing it was stolen so the five left and the property was returned 
to the owner, Cole said.  All five were charged with third-degree burglary and petit larceny and were 
arrested Tuesday. The Lewises remain in jail while Sprayberry was released on bond.  The woman who 
owns the welder said the theft is just one of many in her Pelzer neighborhood, and that she is scared to 
continue living there.   She said she hopes the accused thieves will stay in jail.   "I don't think they're 
innocent, I think they need to be in jail," said Rita Smith. "Because they're going to keep on stealing and 
then something bad - it's going to lead to something worse. I think they deserve to be in jail."  The 
Lewises were arrested on March 18 after deputies said they stole three puppies from Anderson County 
PAWS shelter. FOX Carolina spoke with Sprayberry following the Lewises' arrest, who said he defended 
his fiance as she thought she was doing something right by taking the puppies from the shelter and 
giving them loving homes.  "If we see a stray on the side of the road or whatever, you know she'll 
always want to stop and pick it up," Sprayberry said.  Since then two of the three puppies have been 
located.  In response to the latest arrests, Sheriff John Skipper released the following statement:  "While 
it may seem like the sheriff's office spends an exceptional amount of time on minor offenses, the fact is 
that we spend a lot of time investigating both minor and major crimes. All crimes are significant and, as 
law enforcement officers, we are charged with enforcing the laws to limit those crimes. If small-time 
thieves are not caught and penalized early, they may end up as big-time thieves, or they may move on 
to other more serious crimes such as armed robbery." 

 

April 6, 2014 

As the low pressure system develops and tracks to the northeast, we will likely see our fair share of rain 
and gusty winds. The system will pass just north of the Carolinas putting us a prime location for wind 
damage and torrential downpours.  A warm front will first push north this evening into Monday which 
will mark the start off the rain event. Rain will start of slowly then pick up throughout the evening 
hours. Early morning will see very heavy rain with a chance of a thunderstorm or two.   Aside from the 
rain, there will be areas of patchy fog as well which will further effect your morning commute. Rain will 
likely continue throughout the day as the low moves towards the Ohio Valley.   A line of storms can 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24995105/deputies-4-swipe-puppies-from-anderso-co-paws
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/24995105/deputies-4-swipe-puppies-from-anderso-co-paws
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25026321/one-of-3-stolen-puppies-returned-to-paws-days-after-arrests
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form along the cold front which will trail behind the low and cross into the Carolinas Monday afternoon 
into the evening. This will be the line we want to watch closely as some of these storms will have the 
potential of becoming severe.   The main threat from these storms will be damaging winds with a slight 
chance of an isolated tornado. Winds can knock down tree limbs and knock down power lines, causing 
scattered power outages across the region.   The storm prediction center has put parts of Northeast 
Georgia and areas south of Interstate 85 in a slight risk area for severe weather.   The cloud cover for 
much of the day will help to "buffer" the chances of these storms gaining strength though we will still 
want to keep a close eye on them as they approach. Total rainfall will likely be between and inch and a 
half to two inches with the most accumulation near the Interstate 85 corridor.  As the storms push out 
of the region we will get some relief Monday night into Tuesday with temperatures dropping into the 
upper 40s before rebounding in the 60s for Tuesday. 

 

April 10, 2014 

An Oconee County drug operation netted 10 arrests Wednesday and has investigators still looking for 
10 others.  Titled Operation Infinity, deputies and officers from Seneca, Walhalla and Westminster 
police departments conducted a round-up of suspects on various drug-related charges Wednesday.  
"Operation Infinity is a reference to the ongoing commitment of the sheriff's office to combat the drug 
problem in Oconee County," said Sheriff Mike Crenshaw. "We will continue to fight this problem. Our 
Infinity operations are part of our enforcement efforts to protect all of our citizens and improve 
everyone's safety."  Click here to see who remains wanted and who was arrested Wednesday.  Deputies 
ask anyone with information on the whereabouts of those who are still wanted to call Crime Stoppers at 
1-888-CRIME-SC or 864-638-STOP. 

 

April 21, 2014 

According to the Anderson County Sheriff's Office, one person was taken to the hospital after what may 
have been an attempted robbery Monday night.  The sheriff's office said a 911 call was made to 
dispatch at 10:51 p.m. Monday, but the caller hung up. A second call came in a minute later about 
gunshots in the Newport Commons area on Simpson Road, deputies said.  Deputies said a male victim 
was taken to the hospital with a gunshot wound.  Two suspects approached the victim, demanding 
money and jewelry but the victim tried to leave the scene and was shot once, deputies said.  According 
to witnesses, the suspects fled in a vehicle but no description was released.  The Anderson County 
Sheriff's office is investigating and no other details have been released. 

 

April 22, 2014 

Greenville County deputies said three people are wanted after surveillance video shows them drive off 
with a tractor trailer full of antiques.  The trailer had about $27,000 worth of furniture inside, according 
to its owner Mathew Chavis.  Chavis owns Now, Then and Again on Poinsett Highway.  He said on April 
13, a Uhaul trailer pulled into the business, backs up to the trailer and then within a few minutes both 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=111538
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were gone. The theft was caught on his store's surveillance camera.  "They took about 10 to 12 
minutes," Chavis said. "They had to have a brake key to put inside the trailer brakes to unlock them. So, 
I think they knew what they had to do to get it."  Since then, the trailer was located, but the antiques 
that were inside are still missing.  Deputies said one of the suspects was trying to sell the trailer and a 
potential buyer became suspicious, and reported it.  Deputies said they have signed warrants for three 
people's arrest in connection with the theft.  Billy Joe Durham Jr., Michael Cowart and Frankie 
McCarter, all of Greenville, are wanted on charges of criminal conspiracy. Durham and Cowart are also 
wanted on grand larceny worth more than $10,000 and McCarter is wanted on a receiving stolen goods 
charge.  If you know of their whereabouts you are asked to call 864-23-CRIME. 

 
 
May 16, 2014 
 

Deputies said they have located a 3-year-old boy abducted during the theft of an SUV, which was also 
located but the suspect is still on the run.  Greenville County deputies said a 1999 navy blue Ford 
Explorer with a white Apple sticker on the back window and some type of Bronco tag on the front plate 
with a 3-year-old inside was stolen from La Esperanza bakery on North Pleasantburg across from Bob 
Jones University about 9 a.m.  Deputies said the woman left the SUV running with her son inside, went 
in the bakery, and when she came out, her SUV was gone. The child was left along Rivercrest Drive in 
the Taylors area still in his carseat, deputies said. FOX Carolina's Adrian Acosta spoke with the woman 
who spotted the boy.  See photos from the boy's reunion with his mom here. She said she was just 
driving by and saw him sitting in the carseat and knew that was wrong, so she stopped, called 911 and 
stayed with him until authorities arrived. She said she is not from the area and did not know about the 
manhunt going on. While the boy was located, deputies said an officer spotted the SUV and tried to 
stop it, but the suspect drove off before eventually dumping the vehicle off of Saluda Dam Road in 
Crosswell Acres.   Greenville and Pickens County deputies had set up a perimeter to search for the man 
along with a command station at the Crosswell Fire Department. At about 1:30 p.m., Greenville County 
deputies said they were calling off the active search for the suspect and would release more 
information once they identified him.  Croswell Elementary School in Pickens County has all outdoor 
activities suspended in the wake of the manhunt and all county schools have their exterior doors 
locked.  FOX Carolina's Cody Alcorn was at the bakery and spoke with an employee who witnessed the 
theft. She said the employee said there were some men hanging around outside who jumped into the 
woman's car and took off as soon as she entered the store.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/slideshow?widgetid=114148
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May 16, 2014 

Deputies said they charged a new suspect in the fatal shooting of an Anderson County man testing a 
bulletproof vest after the first suspect tried to take the blame for him. Anderson County deputies said 
Timothy Fisher, 25, was charged with involuntary manslaughter in connection with the death of Blake 
Wardell.  Deputy Coroner Don McCown said 26-year-old Wardell bled to death after he was shot in the 
chest on Wednesday at a home on Broadmouth Church Road in Honea Path.  McCown said Wardell and 
about eight to 10 friends were hanging out at the home when they decided to try on a bulletproof vest 
and have someone shoot them. He said Wardell wore the vest but the shooter missed the Kevlar, 
hitting him in the chest.  Several hours later, deputies arrested Taylor Kelly, 18, in connection with the 
shooting, charging her with involuntary manslaughter.  Deputies said during an interview Thursday, 
Kelly admitted she did not tell the truth during her original statement and additional evidence 
confirmed her story, implicating Fisher.  Deputies said Kelly's involuntary manslaughter charge will be 
removed, but she will be charged with accessory after the fact to a felony.  According to arrest warrants, 
Fisher shot Wardell and Kelly helped him knowing he was a felon to "avoid the consequences of his 
crime" by telling deputies she shot Wardell.  FOX Carolina spoke to Kelly's grandfather Friday morning 
about her arrest.  "I'm hoping she can get out and get on with her life," Jimmy Dale Kelly Sr. said. "She 
was facing five years or more in jail for trying to cover for this boy and I told her to tell the truth. I said, 
it's in the Bible, it says the truth will set you free."  Deputies said the investigation into the fatal 
shooting is ongoing and additional charges could be filed in the case.  Fisher's bond was set at $50,000 
on the charge of involuntary manslaughter. He was also instructed by a judge to not have any contact 
with the victim's family.  His first court date is scheduled for June 20.   Kelly's bond was set at $10,000.  

 

 

May 19, 2014 

A receptionist at a Macon County middle school is accused of sharing inappropriate photos with 
students and was arrested Friday, according to deputies.   Macon County Sheriff Robert Holland said 
investigators were contacted after staff at Macon Middle School learned that the photos had been 
disseminated amongst students.  Holland said deputies spoke with adults and children as part of the 
investigation, in addition to seizing several items and arrested Paula Anglin, 43, of Franklin. According to 
the school's website, Anglin is a receptionist.  Anglin was charged with one count of feloniously 
disseminating obscene materials to a minor and was released from jail on $15,000 bond.  "I encourage 
everyone to 'parent up' and know who and what your kids are doing on the Internet and who they are 
doing it with," Holland said in a media release. "Don't wait until your child becomes a victim to educate 
yourselves because chances are someone is already surfing the internet and looking for their next 
victim… and it could be in your own home and right under a parent's nose."  Deputies said the school 
district has been very cooperative with their investigation in response to Anglin's arrest and another 
recent, unrelated arrest of a teacher at Macon Middle last week.  Macon County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin released the following statement to FOX Carolina regarding both 
arrests:  "The Macon County School system will cooperate fully with the Macon County Sheriff's 
Department throughout this investigation. Our administrative staff will also work closely with law 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25511657/coroner-responds-to-honea-path-shooting
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25529670/warrants-nc-student-teacher-charged
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enforcement, community groups and parents to ensure that this does not happen again."  Baldwin said 
Rouselle has submitted a resignation and Anglin was suspended pending an investigation.  Holland said 
both investigations are ongoing and additional charges are possible.  Deputies ask anyone with 
information related to the case or any other crimes involving children to call the Macon County Sheriff's 
Office Juvenile Officers at 828-349-2104. 

 

May 21, 2014 

Deputies said with help from the public's tips, they have made four arrests after beer bottles were 
busted in a Greenville County water park's pool after hours.  Greenville County deputies said the four 
suspects were arrested in connection with the damage done to Discovery Island Water Park's pool and 
they are continuing to investigate the case.  Deputies said on three nights in May, people unlawfully 
entered the park on Baldwin Road and broke beer bottles, throwing them into the pool. They release 
surveillance photos of persons of interest in the case.  To remove the glass from the pool, crews have to 
drain it to ensure it is all removed.  The suspects arrested were 19-year-olds Nicholas Hensel, Daniel 
Donohue, Brett Fuller and 20-year-old Ismael Cervantes.  Hensel, Fuller and Cervantes were each 
charged with two counts of criminal conspiracy, three counts of unlawful entry into enclosed places and 
two counts of malicious damage.  Donohue was charged with one count of criminal conspiracy, two 
counts of unlawful entry into enclosed places and one count of malicious damage.  As deputies continue 
to investigate the cases, they ask anyone with information to call 864-23-CRIME. 

 

May 22, 2014 

An Anderson County woman said her car was burglarized by one of the suspects in Monday's attempt to 
pawn off stolen items at a local pawn shop.   "It was very traumatizing. It caused a lot of anxiety issues," 
said the woman, who did not want to be identified.   She said Thomas Stewart, one of the suspects 
accused of stealing jewelry and hundreds of dollars in gift cards from a woman's car, also stole money 
from her car back in October. Arrest records indicate Stewart was arrested for that crime in November, 
but was only in jail for four hours.  "I know it's law you have to set a bond," said the woman's mother. 
"Set that bond high enough where he doesn't get out."  Both women said Stewart is a "career criminal" 
and that he needs to remain behind bars. FOX Carolina ran a background check on Stewart, and he has 
multiple arrests on his record, including multiple burglary, larceny and fraud charges dating back to 
2002.   "How many times is it going to take to put him behind the bars to stay?" said the theft victim's 
mother.  Officials with Anderson County were not available for comment on the matter.   Stewart is 
accused, along with Natascha Tribble and Justin Hutchins, of breaking into another woman's car Sunday 
and trying to pawn the items off at B&B Pawn Shop in Anderson County. Little did they know, the items 
stolen belonged to the wife of the shop's owner.  All three remain in the Anderson County jail on a 
$50,000 surety bond.  

 

 

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25515462/deputies-beer-bottles-bashed-thrown-into-discovery-island-pool
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May 27, 2014  

Dozens of Myrtle Beach citizens attended the city council meeting Tuesday to voice their opinions about 
the string of shootings and crimes that occurred over Memorial Day weekend. The Myrtle Beach city 
Council meeting began Tuesday at about 2 p.m., and was the first time city leaders met since the string 
of shooting incidents left three people dead and several more injured in Myrtle Beach over the 
Memorial Day holiday.  On May 25, a Facebook page titled "Myrtle Beach Against Bikefest" was created 
and has since gained over 13,000 likes. One post encouraged residents to attend the Myrtle Beach City 
Council Meeting to voice their opinions about the violence that occurred, and the Atlantic Beach Bike 
Fest, which was held over Memorial Day weekend.  Dozens of residents lined up to speak during the 
meeting's public comment period, with most voicing concern and outrage over the violence, and the 
Atlantic Beach Bike Fest, which residents argued played a role in the weekend violence.  Check back 
soon for a full report on the community's response.  Three people were killed and two people were 
injured in two shooting incidents Saturday night. For details on the deadly shooting at the Bermuda 
Sands Motel Saturday night, click here.  Several more people were injured and arrested in at least seven 
other shooting incidents over the weekend. For more information on these incidents, click here.  The 
meeting was held at the Ted C. Collins Law Enforcement Center, located at 1101 North Oak Street.  

 

May 28, 2014 

Deputies in Spartanburg County said they made three arrests after they discovered a drug operation at 
a home while conducting a home detention visit.  Deputies said they were visiting the home of David 
Tracy on Maryland Avenue on Tuesday.  At the scene, deputies said they observed a man, identified as 
Jason Best, sitting in a parked car, and another man walking from an outbuilding on the property 
carrying a black zipper bag.  Deputies said the zipper bag contained over 70 grams of 
methamphetamine separated into four plastic bags.  Deputies said the man carrying the bag, identified 
as Chris Sellars, also had a substance used to cut or weaken the drugs in his pocket.  When deputies 
located Tracy, he admitted he kept drugs and other paraphernalia in the outbuilding on the property, 
deputies said.  Inside the building, deputies said they discovered a small amount of meth, cutting agent, 
digital scales and spoons.  A K-9 was brought to the scene to search the vehicle Best was sitting in when 
deputies arrived, and a search discovered scales, plastic bags, and over 10 grams of meth hidden in the 
vehicle, according to arrest reports.  Deputies said all three men were charged.  Sellars was charged 
with trafficking methamphetamine over 28 grams.  Best was charged with trafficking 
methamphetamine over 10 grams.  Tracy was charged with possession of methamphetamine and 
violation of home detention. 

 

June 6, 2014 

Deputies said one person has been charged and another is on the loose after Poinsett Tire in Greenville 
County was robbed on Friday. Deputy Drew Pinciaro said it was reported that two men walked into the 
tire shop acting like they were going to buy tires. They then pulled out guns and assaulted and robbed 
the clerk, according to Pinciaro.   The two men then took off, he said.   The clerk ran out after them, 

https://www.facebook.com/endbikefest
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/25607028/3-people-shot-and-killed-at-myrtle-beach-hotel
http://www.wmbfnews.com/story/25620686/8-shooting-incidents-occur-within-48-hour-span-in-myrtle-beach
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jumped into his Ford Mustang and started chasing them, Pinciaro said.   He said the suspects crashed on 
Old Buncombe Road and Morris Street.   The clerk continued on and flagged down two deputies who 
were on a separate call on 1st Avenue, Pinciaro said.   The deputies called for backup who found the car 
crashed on the corner of Old Buncombe Road and Morris Street.  Pinciaro said one person was still in 
the car. He said the person was arrested.   A second person ran from the crash site, and they are still 
searching for him at this time, he said.   The clerk was taken to the hospital. The extent of his injuries is 
not known at this time.   Deputy Drew Pinciaro said 43-year-old Steven Lavon Williams was charged 
with armed robbery and possession of a weapon during a violent crime in connection with the incident.  

 

June 11, 2014 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
The Oconee County Sheriff's Office is looking to the public to help solve a 2013 burglary at a Seneca 
area home.   Public Information Officer Jimmy Watt said deputies were called to the home on South 
Walnut Street just after noon on Nov. 3, 2013.   The residents said they had returned home from church 
when they noticed a gun missing from a gun rack. The owner said the only items that were missing were 
$60 in cash and the Marlin Lever Action .22 rifle, valued at $250.   According to Watt, a deputy 
discovered that the burglar entered the home through a window and cut himself. He said blood was 
found nearby the window.   Anyone with information about the burglary is asked to contact Crime 
Stoppers at 888-CRIME-SC.  

 

June 12, 2014     

The Rev. Kenneth Walker was a simple man, but one who served his Catholic parish in downtown 
Phoenix faithfully in the two years since he was ordained.  But his service to the congregations of 
Mother of Mercy Mission Catholic Church was cut short when he was gunned down in the church 
during an attack that also left another priest hospitalized in serious but stable condition.  Police said 
Walker, 28, and the Rev. Joseph Terra, were victims of what was initially reported as an 
attempted robbery at the Mother of Mercy Mission Catholic Church at 16th Avenue and Monroe.  
Police said Terra was able to call 911 shortly after 9 p.m. The 56-year-old was in extremely critical 
condition with unknown injuries, said Phoenix police Sgt. Steve Martos.  Police chief Daniel Garcia said 
investigators have strong physical evidence but that they lack eyewitness information and had no 
suspects in custody.  "We need the community to step forward," Garcia said during a news conference 
Thursday morning at police headquarters in which he termed the crimes "very tragic and appalling."  
Garcia said few other details would be released because it was so early in the investigation, but that 
Phoenix police will "exhaust resources" to bring to justice the individual or individuals involved.  Phoenix 
Mayor Greg Stanton assured officials of the church and the Catholic Diocese of Phoenix that the "entire 
city stands with you."  Stanton said Walker's killing and the attack on Terra "strikes at our core."  "Every 
American should feel safe in a house of worship," Stanton said. "That basic value was violated last night 
in an unspeakable way."  Martos said investigators were able to briefly interview Terra, who had been 
physically assaulted, on Wednesday night, but that he provided limited information, though he was able 
to call police and report the crime, Martos said.  "Hopefully, once (Terra) receives treatment and is able 
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to pull through, we can gather more information," Martos said.  Walker, of Maple Hill, KS, was ordained 
just two years ago and was taken to a Phoenix hospital where he died, said the Rev. Fred Adamson of 
the Catholic Diocese of Phoenix.  Adamson said he was not aware of any type of security at the church 
and that Terra was a strong man who not afraid of anyone, but "would give you the shirt off his back."  
He said it was his understanding that Terra was able to absolve and issue last rites for Walker.  
Adamonson, who was representing the diocese in the absence of Bishop James Olmsted, who was out 
of town, said the priests had lived there the past four years.  Martos said the crimes occurred outside 
the church's sanctuary.  Parishioners outside the church prayed the rosary with their hands clasped and 
heads bowed early Thursday morning. One woman said Terra had recently baptized her baby.  Police 
found a 2003 Mazda Tribute believed stolen from the church about four blocks north of the church. 
They towed it to begin processing it for fingerprints and any other evidence.  No suspects were in 
custody, Martos said, but "it's just a matter of time that we can locate these individuals."  The church is 
in an area near the state Capitol and other government buildings that might have surveillance cameras, 
and Martos said police were contacting Capitol Police and looking into whether any of the cameras 
might have filmed the suspects Wednesday night.  "It says a lot when talking about individuals who are 
coming into a location like this to a church facility and commit a crime like this against individuals like 
this," Martos said. "One can only imagine what they are likely to do."  The Catholic Diocese of Phoenix 
issued the following statement Thursday morning on Twitter:  We are stunned and deeply saddened to 
learn of the tragic assault perpetrated last night against Fr. Joseph Terra and Fr. Kenneth Walker, two 
religious order priests who belong to the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter. Fr. Walker's life was taken. Fr. 
Terra remains in critical condition but stable. The reported attack occurred at Mater Misericordiae 
Mission in Phoenix. The police are still gathering information and trying to sort through the details of 
this senseless act of violence. We ask that people offer prayers for both priests, the religious 
community, their families and the parish. Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon him. May he rest in peace.  A 6:30 a.m. Mass scheduled at the church was moved to 7 a.m. 
at St. Catherine's Catholic Church at Central and Southern Avenues in Phoenix.  Anyone with 
information about the suspects or incident are asked to call Silent Witness at 480-WITNESS (480-948-
6377), or 480-TESTIGO (480-837-8446). 

 

June 18, 2014  

On July 24, 2012 two men named Daniel met for the first time. Daniel Woosley said he was leaving a 
party and headed home while Daniel Nelson was on his way to work.  The two men's paths crossed in a 
very violent way.  Troopers said Woosley crossed into Nelson's lane and hit him head-on along Highway 
101 in Greer. They said Woosley had alcohol and drugs in his system.  Almost a year later, Woosley was 
arrested in connection with the crash. Prosecutors said it took so long because of mistakes made by 
investigators.  In the meantime, he was ticketed six more times for various reasons and even caused a 
head-on crash on the anniversary of Nelson's death.  "I plead with you not to put him back on the 
streets to devastate other families," said Deana Nelson, the victim's wife. Woosley's attorney told the 
judge the then 16-year-old had only had a couple of drinks at that party and was on prescription 
medicine. He also said the cause of the crash was likely exhaustion on Woosley's part from a long day's 
work.  In court, Woosley broke down in tears when it was his turn to speak.  "I will accept any 
punishment you would feel better about and sleep better at night and take it like a man," Woosley said.  

http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23156179/teen-charged-with-dui-in-fatal-fiery-wreck-year-laterhttp:/
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/23156179/teen-charged-with-dui-in-fatal-fiery-wreck-year-laterhttp:/
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A Spartanburg judge sentenced him up to six years behind bars under the state's youthful offender act. 
The judge said it will be up to the Department of Corrections to determine when he is released, 
depending on his behavior behind bars. 

 
June 27, 2014 

The Anderson County Sheriff's Office and the Anderson Police Department combined forces in a 
prostitution sting that resulted in seven arrests, according to Lt. Sheila Cole with the sheriff's office.  
Cole said officers simultaneously entered six businesses throughout the county and posed as customers. 
The businesses were Ivy Spa, 2510 River Road, Piedmont; Bally Spa, 2 Halter Drive, Piedmont; VIP Spa, 
3145 Cinema Center Boulevard, Anderson; Spring Spa, 95 Welpine Road, Anderson; Lucky Spa, 121 East-
West Parkway, Anderson; and Sun Spa, 3312 North Main Street, Anderson. Cole said there were no 
licensed massage therapists at any of the businesses.  Cole said 14 deputies and 10 police officers 
participated in the operation, along with two investigators from the South Carolina Department of 
Revenue.  Six women were charged with prostitution during the sting, Cole said. Those women are 
Kyung Suk Woo, 56, of Duluth Georgia; Jung Ja Kim, 59, of Torrance California; Kyung Mi Haar, 46, of 
Doraville, Georgia; Sun Ah Cho, 33, of Anderson; Chom Suk Brantley, 61, of Raleigh, North Carolina; and 
Donna Lee, 52, of Duluth, Georgia.  Deputies also discovered that So Yeon Kim, 36, of Anderson, South 
Carolina was wanted in California. She was arrested and a fugitive from justice warrant was issued, Cole 
said.  The DOR investigators were there to review financial aspects of each business and seized money 
at all locations, Cole said. The Sheriff's Office seized $5,492.00 and Anderson Police seized $500.00.  Six 
suspects were transported to the Anderson County Detention Center, with the exception of Donna Lee, 
who was transported to the Anderson City Detention Center.  

 
June 30, 2014 
 

Police are investigating the death of a Newton-Conover high school teacher who was found dead in her 
apartment Saturday as a homicide. They say autopsy results reveal that there was "foul play" involved. 
Investigators are trying to figure out who killed Margaret "Maggie" Elizabeth Daniels.   The 31 year old 
was a popular guidance counselor and coach who was once teacher of the year for the Newton Conover 
City Schools.  Her murder has stunned the quiet Newton community.   Monday night, a spokesperson 
for the Daniels' family released a statement that said,  "We are deeply saddened by the terrible news 
surrounding the death of our loved one, Maggie Daniels. Words cannot describe the grief that we are 
going through right now. We, as a family, have decided not to comment while there is an ongoing 
investigation."  Officers with the Newton Police Department were at the Windsor Apartments 
investigating an unrelated damage to property report on W. 17th Street when, just after 10:30 a.m., 
when a neighbor told the officers there was an unresponsive woman in another apartment.   Police 
entered the apartment and found 31-year-old Margaret "Maggie" Elizabeth Daniels deceased. Officials 
have not said how she died.   Investigators said they interviewed several people, and also checked video 
from surveillance cameras around downtown Newton to try and pinpoint when Daniels was last seen 
alive.  Detectives said they're following all leads, even from social media.  Police tell WBTV the explosion 
on twitter and face book about this case is not like anything they've seen. Detectives say they're trying 
to determine what is fact from social medial speculation.   "I knew when she didn't text me back and 
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meet me [for lunch], I figured something was wrong," Addie Shuford said.   Shuford told WBTV she went 
to Daniels' apartment, where she found an unlocked door, and her friend unresponsive inside.   Daniels 
worked at Discovery High School where she taught English, was a coach and a counselor for students.   
Sunday afternoon, a memorial was held at Discovery High School. Dozens of Daniels' students, 
coworkers and friends attended, many still in shock.   "I keep playing it over and over in my mind. If I 
could have just been there with her," Addie Shuford said.   Shuford told WBTV she was Daniels' mentor. 
"When she came to North Carolina eight years ago, I took her up under my wing and guided her through 
the system," she said.   She said the two were as close as can be, and that Daniels even called her mom.   
"She had no enemies, none whatsoever, which is why it's so stunning," Shuford said.   "She always 
wanted to be there for you, she always wanted to help you," said Olivia Abernathy, one of Daniels' 
students.   Daniels was an avid runner and coached basketball. After teaching English at Newton-
Conover High School, Daniels went to grad school and became the guidance counselor at Discovery High 
School.  "I viewed her more as a friend, not as a counselor, and I think that's how everybody viewed 
her," Abernathy said.   Students signed a banner that read the best is yet to be, a motto that Daniels 
lived by. They plan to deliver it to Daniels family, when they arrive from Ohio.  The district's 
superintendent David Stegall said they are "extremely heartbroken from the loss." 

 

 


