
 

 

 

 

                                                      
 

 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

October 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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WDKA-TV 4TH QUARTER 2017 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME AND VIOLENCE 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 8/5:21am 

Length:  6:56 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Cpl. Ryan Droege, crime analyst for the Cape Girardeau Police 

Department.  Cpl. Droege took over the position in April, and says his job is rarely like it is often 

portrayed on television.  Instead, he says his job consists largely of examining crime statistics and 

data to find patterns of crime, so that long-term plans can be developed to deter future criminal 

activity.  Cpl. Droege also discusses how he works with other officers on investigating and new 

or developing crime patterns. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 5/5:02am 

Length:  8:01 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Doug Austin, representing Seniors and Lawmen Together 

(S.A.L.T.), an organization whose goal is to create a friendly and trusting relationship between 

senior citizens and law enforcement in Cape Girardeau County.  Mr. Austin discusses the events 

that S.A.L.T. holds each year to allow seniors and the local police departments to interact, 

including Senior Information Day, where law officers discuss matters that pertain particularly 

with senior citizens, such as protecting themselves from scams and what to do if they encounter a 

shooting situation.  Other events include the Law Enforcement Memorial and the group’s 

Christmas Celebration. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 24/5:20am 

Length:  6:50 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jane Wernsman, Director of the Cape Girardeau County Public 

Health Center, and health educator Liz House, to discuss chronic illnesses in the area.  One 

illness that has been on the rise for the past several years has been the mumps.  Studies have 

shown that the illness has risen particularly in areas where people live in close proximity, such as 

college campuses.  They discuss the symptoms of mumps and encourage vaccinations to fend off 

new outbreaks.  They also discuss the controversy surrounding vaccinations, and believe that the 

dramatic drop in communicable diseases over the past hundred years outweighs any negative side 

effects which continue to be debated.  Also, with the return of summer and mosquitoes, the zika 

virus is addressed; and so far there have been no reported cases that have originated in the area.  

They also discuss how the Public Health Center tries to educate the public through the use of 

social media. 

 

Program:  Red Cross Blood Drive PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 23-31/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a PSA promoting a Winter Blood Drive for the 

American Red Cross to be held January 16th in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

 

 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 8/5:02am 

Length:  7:45 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Mark Winkler, Regional Emergency Management Coordinator, to 

discuss the importance of being prepared in case of an emergency or disaster, which in the area 

will most likely be caused by severe thunderstorms, tornadoes or an earthquake.  Mr. Winkler 

discusses the importance of individuals and families to be prepared in case a disaster occurs, such 

as maintaining a three-to-five day supply of food and water in the home, as well as necessary 

medications, first aid supplies, flashlights and a battery operated radio.  This will allow the 

family to manage on their own for a few days in case emergency responders are unable to arrive 

quickly.  Mr. Winkler also talks about the importance of families putting together an emergency 

plan. 
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ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 29/5:00am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jane Wernsman, director of the Cape Girardeau County Public 

Health Center, to discuss the subject of opioid abuse in the state of Missouri.  Cape Girardeau 

was chosen as one of nine locations in the state where summit meetings would be held to discuss 

the subject of opioid misuse.  The meeting brought together community leaders, first responders 

and health departments throughout southeast Missouri.  In 2016, deaths from opioid abuse rose 

about 35% compared to the previous year.  Ms. Wernsman discussed the role of the health 

community to help combat the danger of becoming addicted to opioid medications, such as 

creating a date base of opioid prescription users; as well as the responsibilities of the patient to 

make sure the drugs don’t end up in the wrong hands by keeping the medication in a secure place 

and to never share their medication with another person. 

 

 

ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  

 

Program:  Business Today – Voices for Children/CASA 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 5 & 15/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Linda Nash, 

representing Voices for Children/CASA, an association which recruits and trains volunteers to 

act as advocates for children who are in foster care due to abuse or neglect.  Ms. Nash discusses 

the requirements needed to become a volunteer, as well as how potential volunteers can contact 

the organization. 

 

Program:  Open House 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 7-December 30/5:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series gives viewers a unique look at the world of real estate. 

Open House keeps viewers informed with the latest real estate trends, investment opportunities, 

designs for the home and much more from real estate insiders.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS cont. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Senior Matters Expo 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 9 & 20/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Linda Bass, to 

promote the Senior Matters Expo, a non-profit event to provide information and vendors to area 

senior citizens.  The event will be held October 21st at the Drury Plaza in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Missouri Job Center 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 16/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Michael Barry, 

to discuss the Missouri Job Center, part of a statewide network that works with individuals and 

businesses to fill employment needs.  The center provides support to individuals with 

information about writing resumes and filling out an application.  The Job Center also helps 

businesses by posting job openings on-line and pre-screening applicants.  Mr. Barry also 

promotes the Missouri Job Center’s Career Fair to be held October 26th at the Osage Center in 

Cape Girardeau. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 22/5:00am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jackie Dover, Public Information Director for Aging Matters, 

previously known as Southeast Missouri Area Agency on Aging.  Aging Matters offers various 

programs and services for people ages sixty and over in eighteen counties throughout Southeast 

Missouri.  One of the more popular offerings from the agency are thirty-two Senior Nutrition 

Centers, which offer low-cost complete meals at the centers; as well as delivering meals to senior 

citizen’s homes.  Ms. Dover also discusses informational meeting provided by the agency to 

educate senior citizens on topics that relate to them, such as Medicare, health care and pain 

management, and avoiding financial scams.  Ms. Dover also talks about in-home care services 

that are provided by the agency. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS cont. 

 

Program:  Business Today – SEMO Alliance for Disability Independence 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 15 & 25/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Raquel 

Dannenmueller, Special Needs Coordinator for SADI, to promote the organization’s Special 

Needs Program, which provides personal needs care and services for people who have been 

diagnosed with a developmental disability.  Information on who is eligible and how they can 

apply is given. 

 

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, October 1-December 31/6:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 3/5:11am 

Length:  8:09 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Marla Mills, executive director of Old Town Cape, a non-profit 

organization whose goal is the revitalization of the downtown area in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  The 

group consists of volunteers who work with the city and downtown businesses to improve the 

area for local residents, businesses and tourism.  Ms. Mills discusses that Old Town Cape 

recently received a Partners in Preservation award, which will be used to refurbish the Common 

Pleas Courthouse gazebo, which stands on the grounds recently renamed Ivers Square, in 

memorium of an African-American soldier who served in the Union Army during the Civil War. 
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ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  Hope Harbor Show 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, October 6-December 29/11:30pm 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A half-hour religious based weekly program, produced locally by the Hope Harbor 

Church in Murray, Ky.  

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 8/5:11am 

Length:  7:41 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Matthew and Virginia DeGonia, the directors of the Cape Girardeau 

Salvation Army.  The couple discusses their backgrounds, how they became involved with the 

Salvation Army, and the mission of the organization, such as providing food and shelter for the 

homeless and needy, providing after-school activities for children and meeting people’s basic 

needs without discrimination. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 24/5:02am 

Length:  8:16 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kyle Schott, Regional Director of Catholic Charities of Southern 

Missouri.  He discusses how one of the primary goals of the organization is to lend assistance in 

the aftermath of a disaster.  He uses the recent tornado in Perry County, Mo., as an example of 

how Catholic Charities worked with local officials and other groups to help provide financial and 

food assistance to victims.  He also discusses other grant programs that are offered, such as 

homeless prevention for veterans and Healthy Moms/Healthy Babies.  Mr. Schott also explains 

that it is not goal of the organization to preach or encourage people to become Catholic, and that 

their programs are open to everyone regardless of religious beliefs.  

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 15/5:00am 

                                     November 26/5:00am 

                                     December 10/5:00am  

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A monthly program featuring Dr. Carlos Vargas, President of Southeast Missouri 

State University, discussing issues and events impacting the university.  Each program features a 

variety of topics such as student activities and welfare, academic achievements, enrollment and 

budgetary issues. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

Program:  Ocean Mysteries with Jeff Corwin 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Mondays & Tuesdays, October 2-December 26/9:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Calling Dr. Pol 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Wednesdays & Thursdays, October 4-December 28/9:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Outback Adventures with Tim Faulkner 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, October 6-December 29/9:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Hatched 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 7-December 30/10:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Teen Kids News 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, October 7-December 30/10:30am 

Length:  30:00 

 

 

Description: These syndicated educational programs aired on WDKA during the fourth quarter of 

2017, targeting children ages 16 and under. More information on these programs can be found in 

the WDKA’s quarterly Children’s Television Programming Report, filed with the FCC. 

 

 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 5/5:12am 

Length:  8:17 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Ryan Shrimplin, Cape Girardeau City Planner, concerning the city’s 

Vision 2040 project to develop a long-term plan for the city.  Mr. Shrimplin discusses that the 

first step is to hire a consultant to collect data about the city, which will be used to develop ideas 

for the city’s future concerning infrastructure, transportation and business.  The next step is to get 

the people involved through a series of workshops and community events, as well as a website 

and on-line polls. 

 

 



9 

 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT  cont. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 24/5:12am 

Length:  6:34 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Melissa Stickel, Director of Community Caring Council.  She 

discusses how the primary goal of the organization is to help in the coordination and 

collaboration between communities and organizations in identifying where assistance is needed 

and finding ways to fill those needs.  She discusses some of the programs where the council 

provides assistance; such as emergency housing, oral health, aging, parenting education and 

youth mentoring.  She also discusses how the biggest difficulties the council often faces is when 

community leaders don’t see or refuse to believe that there is a particular problem or need in their 

community. 

 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the fourth quarter.  While not fitting 

into one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to 

the viewers. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Safe House for Women 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 11/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Program:  Vintage Now Fashion Show PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 6-20/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source: Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Jessica Hill, 

representing the Safe House for Women, to promote the 8th annual Vintage Now Fashion Show 

fundraiser, to be held October 21st at the Osage Center in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  WDKA also 

produced and aired PSAs supporting the event. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS cont 

 

 

Program:  Event Center 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 20-December 30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a weekly community calendar promoting various 

community events by local non-profit organizations and groups. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash 

Broadcast Date/Time:  October 31 & November 8 & 19/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Program:  Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 2-December 3/various 

Length:  20 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Ryan Eftink and 

John Spear, to promote the annual Happy Slapowitz’s Toy Bash to be held in downtown Cape 

Girardeau December 8th.  The event brings together downtown nightclubs and bars, with local 

musicians, to collect toy and cash donations that goes toward the Marine Corps League’s annual 

Toys for Tots program.  WDKA also produced and aired PSAs supporting the event. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Zonta Club of Cape Girardeau 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 13 & 17/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Sandy Hastings, 

representing the Zonta Club of Cape Girardeau, an organization whose goal is to empower 

women through service and advocacy.  Ms. Hastings promotes the Zonta Club’s annual 

fundraising event, the Women of Achievement awards, to be held November 17th, celebrating the 

services of local women. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Arts Council of Southeast Missouri 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 14 & 18/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Sara Steffens, 

representing the Arts Council of Southeast Missouri, promoting the organization’s Arts and 

Crafts Extravaganza, to be held November 18th and 19th.  The event will feature over 300 vendors 

offers numerous homemade items, such as art, jewelry and food. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS cont 

 

Program:  Business Today – Lutheran Family Children’s Services 

Broadcast Date/Time:  November 16 & 24/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Michelle 

Ramsey, representing Lutheran Family Children’s Services, to promote the organization’s annual 

Holiday Home Tour fundraiser, to be held December 2nd.  The event features several homes in 

Cape Girardeau, including three historical homes, in which participants can visit the homes 

which have been decorated for the holiday season. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  December 3/5:01am 

Length:  7:32 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kristy Nordin, representing the Cape Girardeau, Mo., chapter of 

Zonta International, an organization whose goal is to empower women to become leaders in the 

community.  Ms. Nordin discusses the group’s annual Women of Achievement awards, which 

celebrates the lives of local women who have been successful leaders, as well as other projects 

supported by Zonta, such as Pink Up Cape, Read to Succeed and sponsoring scholarships for 

female students. 

 


