
WVBR ISSUES PROGRAM LIST

Period Covered: January - March 2021

Placed in File: April 2021

Issue: Health and Safety

Where WVBR reports on issues that impact the health and safety of local residents, with the goal of 
centering and supporting discussion about topics related to physical and mental wellbeing. 

Program Name Date Time Duration Description

Talk of the 
Town 2/20/21 3:05 PM 4 minutes

Reporting on severe winter 
weather which impacted Tompkins 
County (and much of the nation) 
over Valentine's Day weekend. 
Included information on the 
Winter Storm Watch, how this 
weather delayed and would 
continue to impact COVID-19 
vaccine distribution, and cold 
weather safety tips. Concluded 
with a brief forecast of upcoming 
local weather.

Talk of the 
Town 3/20/21 3:15 PM 15 minutes

Interview with the owner of a 
locally famous emotional support 
animal. Included discussion of the 
function of emotional support 
animals, stigma surrounding 
mental health, and the importance 
of mental healthcare, particularly 
for students.

Talk of the 
Town 2/27/21 3:20 PM 20 minutes

Interview with Dr. Allison 
Chatrchyan, a leading Cornell 
climate expert, on the Biden 
Administration's decision to rejoin 
the Paris Climate Accords. 

Talk of the 
Town 3/6/21 3:05 PM 4 minutes

Report on Governor Andrew 
Cuomo's administration's lack of 
transparency in displaying COVID-
19 death data with regard to 
nursing homes. 

Talk of the 
Town 3/6/21 3:00 PM 4 minutes

Discussion of Tompkins County's 
new initiative to bus residents to 
the nearest mass-vaccination site 
in Binghampton, NY to make up 
for the shortage of doses being 
sent to the Tompkins County 
region. 



Issue: Community Development

Where WVBR reports on important local updates surrounding the region's economy, infrastructure and 
microeconomic success.

Program Name Date Time Duration Description

Talk of the 
Town 03/20/2021 3:20 PM 25 minutes

Interview with the owner of Sunny 
Days of Ithaca, a local small 
business. Topics discussed include 
the difficulties of owning and 
operating a small business during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
unforeseen difficulties arising from 
nearby development, and the 
process of moving to a different 
location.

Talk of the 
Town 03/13/2021 3:10 PM 15 minutes

Interview with two student leaders 
involved with the reopening of 
Anabel's Grocery, an on-campus 
grocery store that brings students 
affordable, healthy food that is 
ethically sourced with 
convenience. 

Talk of the 
Town 03/06/2021 3:00 PM 4 minutes

Discussion of the City of Ithaca's 
plan to demolish the Green Street 
Parking garage and rebuild a new, 
larger parking solution for the 
Ithaca Commons commerical 
region. 

Issue: Law & Society, Nationally and At Home

Where WVBR reports on important local updates surrounding questions of bias, harassment, and racial 
violence, as well as legal practices and structuring. 

Program Name Date Time Duration Description

Talk of the 
Town 03/20/2021 3:05 PM 5 minutes

Report on "Back the Blue" protests 
and counterprotests in the Ithaca 
Commons from eye witnesses and 
reactions from community 
organizations, including the police 
union. 

Talk of the 
Town 03/27/2021 3:30 PM 18 minutes

Interview with Cornell Law 
Professor John Blume about the 
legal proceedings and 
expectations swirling around the 
trial of ex-police officer, Derek 
Chauvin. 



Talk of the 
Town 03/27/2021 3:10 PM 8 minutes

Deep-dive into the alarming rise in 
violence against the AAPI 
community, including insight from 
Cornell Asian American Studies 
Professor, Dr. Christine Balance. 

Talk of the 
Town 03/06/2021 3:10 PM 4 minutes

Report on allegations of sexual 
harassment against Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the politicians 
who have called for his 
resignation. 


