
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

The CBS Early Show  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

The Saturday Early Show Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person‟s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer‟s comments and answering 

viewer‟s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers‟ economic livelihood. 



 

 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

KWCH 12 Eyewitness News July Sweeps 

 

For July sweeps: 

 

7/19/09 – 7/22/09, 10:00 p.m. 

This four-part series follows a group of Kansas WWII veterans as they travel to 

Washington, D.C.  A non-profit group organizes theses “tours of honor” so that veterans 

can see the memorials dedicated to them.  We show the emotion of meeting with fellow 

veterans, discussing their memories and seeing the memorials. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KWCH-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

THIRD QUARTER 2009 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning  

July 1, 2009 

Ending September 30, 2009 

 

 

Station KWCH –TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     
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CRIME Q-3  

 

07/01/09 

10pm 

An autopsy shows how a one year old Wichita girl was killed. Her father, Jonell Lloyd is on trial for her 

murder Prosecutors say Lloyd beat and choked Chavira Brown because she wet herself.  A forensic 

pathologist testified Chavira's brain was swelling and her head, legs, and back were bruised. He listed cause 

of death as asphyxiation. Prosecutors say the physical evidence backs up the testimony of their main 

witness, Lloyd‟s ex-girlfriend. 

 

07/02/09 

5am 

A derby man faces federal charge -accused of threatening to blow up a social security office in Wichita. 

Prosecutors say Ted Mangold walked into the office on north Cyprus Monday morning. Authorities say he 

told the security guard he had a bomb. The guard convinced Mangold to leave the building. Authorities 

arrested him several hours later at his home. Mangold faces up to one-year in prison and a 1-hundred 

thousand dollar fine if convicted. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

A second man dies after a double shooting in northwest Wichita. It‟s a follow up to breaking news we 

brought you last night at ten. Police aren't releasing many details about what happened. They were called to 

an apartment complex near Zoo Boulevard and West Street shortly after ten last night. Police say two men 

were on the ground with gunshot wounds. Paramedics pronounced one man dead at the scene, and rushed 

the second to a Wichita hospital where he died. Police aren't saying how it all started, but say they're trying 

to sort it all out. Yes they're concerned about the serious of this call and are following the investigation 

closely. Police have taken some people of interest in for questioning. 

 

07/04/09 

10pm 

A man leads police on a chase through three counties. A Reno county deputy started chasing the truck 

around eight-30 this morning. The deputy says the truck belonged to someone with an outstanding warrant. 

The chase continued through Kingman and Pratt counties. The driver eventually ditched the truck and ran 

off. Police searched nearby field but didn‟t' find the driver. 

 

07/05/09 

10pm 

Wichita police spend Fourth of July responding to several assault and battery calls. We begin tonight's 

Crime Watch in the 19-hundred block of North Piatt, where police say two men were shot during an 

argument over fireworks. Officers found a 19-year-old man with a gunshot wound to the stomach. He was 

taken to the hospital in critical condition. Later, an 18-year-old man showed up at the hospital with a 

gunshot wound to the leg. Police say they know who the suspect is, but no arrests have been made. 

 

07/06/09  

6pm 
The Hutchinson high school basketball coach convicted of illegal sexual relations with a student is 

sentenced today. Bradley speech will be on probation the next 12 months. And will be listed as a sexual 

predator for the next ten years. He resigned as the boys coach after allegations of inappropriate relations 

with a 16-year-old girl became public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

07/07/09 

5am 

A former Hutchinson high school basketball coach has to spend the next 10 years...registered as a sex 

offender. Yesterday, a judge sentenced Bradley Specht to that, and probation, for having an inappropriate 

relationship with a 16 year old female student. Specht resigned from hutch high in February. 

 

07/08/09 

5am 

A Kansas grocery chain with stores in Kingman, Hugoton, and Goddard is in trouble for child labor 

violations. 

The U-S Department of Labor has fined White's Foodliner grocery store more than 34-thousand dollars. 

 The investigation found children regularly working too many hours, and operating machinery they are not 

allowed to use.  The government says the company also did not keep proper overtime records, and didn't 

properly pay employees for their extra hours. 

 

07/09/09 

6am 

A preliminary hearing has been delayed for the man charged with killing a Butler county College Student. 

Israel Mireles is charged with capital murder in the death of Emily sander in 2007. The 18-year-old 

woman's body was found days after witnesses saw her leave a bar with Mireles. Mireles was extradited 

from Mexico last month. He's expected back in court august 18th. 

 

07/10/09 

5am 

He's convicted of kidnapping a convenience store clerk, and holding her captive for days. Robert Abner is 

set appear in court today for sentencing. Abner was found guilty last month on ten counts of kidnapping, 

robbery, and rape. We'll be in the courtroom today. Go to www.kwch.com to be a part of a live interactive 

blog. 

 

07/11/09 

8am 

The prosecution plans to change the language within the charges against Thomas Etheredge, but won't 

amend the counts against the former Wild West World owner. The judge granted that motion during a 

telephone hearing today, but denied a defense request for more information on why the state securities 

commissioner filed the charges. Etheredge is accused of taking investors' money; putting it in his account 

and making it look like he invested his own savings into the failed theme park. 

 

07/12/09 

10pm 

A man walks into a Quiktrip saying someone stabbed him. We open the crime watch in downtown Wichita. 

That‟s where police say the man was attacked near Central and Broadway around 9:30 last night. The 

victim walked several blocks to the qt at Murdock and Broadway. An off duty officer in the store called for 

help. The man was taken to St. Francis hospital with a stab wound to his abdomen. Police have not made 

any arrests. 

 

07/13/09 

6pm 

A judge convicts a man in the death of a car shop owner. Shannon Boguess asked for a bench trial this 

afternoon. He was charged with first degree murder, kidnapping, robbery and assault. Boguess and another 

man were arrested and charged with kidnapping Jim Collins from marquee motors in east Wichita and 

shooting him. His sentencing is scheduled for September. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIMEQ-3 

 

07/14/09 

6am 

A former Cheney high school coach accused of having sex with a 17 year old student is out on bond.  

Deputies were looking for Layne Schroeder after he failed to show up for his scheduled first appearance 

Thursday.  The Kingman County sheriff says Schroeder turned himself in Friday.  He later posted a one 

thousand dollar bond.  Schroeder is scheduled to be in court again later this month. 

 

07/15/09 

5am 

Police in Hutchinson look for the man they say robbed a bank yesterday morning.  This is a surveillance 

photo from the People's Bank & Trust.  Police say this man said he had a gun and demanded money.  The 

man was wearing a dark shirt with the word "army" on the front.  If you know who he is call Hutchinson 

police. 

 

07/16/09     

5am  

McPherson police arrest two men they believe are connected to a home invasion and robbery.   Police say 

two men attacked a man living in this home as he left for work yesterday morning.  They then tied-up the 

man and three others while they ransacked the home looking for money.  Police say one of the robbers also 

took the victim to an ATM to withdraw cash.  Neighbors as well as law enforcement officers say they're 

shocked. 

"That's a really quiet neighborhood up there and in most cases we don't have that type of crime occurring in 

McPherson.  It can happen and it does, and it's important that people be aware of it.” The victim's vehicle 

was found in Hutchinson, which led police to make the arrests.  Police don't think this was a random attack. 

 

07/17/09 

5am 

A Wichita man knows this story could have a much different ending after a shooting at his home. Police 

found casings from as many as 10 shells outside this home, but only one bullet made its way inside.  It 

lodged in a closet not far from his two sleeping children. James Thomas knows it could have been much 

worse.      

“All I was concerned about was my kids, or what if I got hit, kids sleeping what if they woke up and saw 

me, something happened to me?”  Thomas was asleep when it all started.  The doorbell and pounding woke 

him.  The shooting started when Thomas got to the door. He didn't see anyone but did hear a car drive 

away.  He says he has no idea why someone picked his house. 

 

07/18/09 

8am 

We're following a developing story out of north Wichita. Police are on the scene of a shooting. It happened 

within the past hour in the 9-hundred block of north Yale. Emergency dispatch says one person was driven 

to Wesley medical center in a private vehicle. He was hit in the leg. Police say they have a suspect but he is 

not in custody. Eyewitness News has a crew on the scene. Expect updates as we get them. 

 

07/19/09 

10pm 

An elderly Wichita woman goes to the hospital after she was hurt in a robbery. It happened late last night in 

the 24-hundred block of south Roosevelt.  The woman tells police she answered her door and a woman 

forced her way inside.  The intruder robbed her and at some point, pushed her to the floor, breaking her hip.  

Police have not made any arrests. 



 

 

 

07/20/09 

5am 

Wild West World founder Thomas Etheredge is scheduled to appear in court today. Prosecutors will lay out 

the evidence against him.  Etheredge faces 10 counts of securities fraud.  Investigators say Etheredge 

deceived theme park investors.  Wild West World closed just two months after it opened.  The Park City 

location has sat empty for the two years since.  Etheredge remains in jail on one-million dollars bond. 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

07/21/09 

5am 

He's cute, cuddly, expensive, and now considered stolen property.  We're talking about an English bulldog 

puppy taken from a Wichita pet store.  Watch the man in the top left corner in this surveillance video from 

Petland on east Kellogg.  The man plays with the 37-hundred dollar puppy then dashes out as the woman 

with the stroller walks up. 

The store usually checks ID when a customer plays with an animal, but this time the employee didn't.  The 

Petland chain says it's had problems with theft in the past, but says the stolen animals are usually returned. 

 

07/22/09 

5am 

A burglar backs his truck into a Wichita pharmacy and steals drugs and leaves behind a mess.  Some 

pharmacists tell us they're not surprised by what criminals will to do get drugs.  Eyewitness News reporter 

Kim Wilhelm explains what happened.  No doubt customers were wondering what happened at Gessler 

Drugs overnight.  Police say a man in his 30's, driving a red pickup truck, backed into the building to steal 

prescriptions.  Investigators won't say what was taken.  We do know the man caused thousands of dollars 

damage to the building. Another Wichita pharmacist can relate.  Just a few years ago, someone drove into 

Park Lane Pharmacy for the same reason.    “He couldn't seem to get in any other way so he backed up his 

car and rammed the store.”  Virgil Stinson's pharmacy has been burglarized about 15 times in as many 

years.   He's not only had someone drive into his building, he's been held up at gunpoint for drugs.  His 

pharmacy is now equipped with a lot of security you'll never see - as well as visible steel bars you do. 

“The idea of having to work with bars on your windows there's something kind of distasteful about that.  I 

never thought it would happen to me or that I would ever allow that but it's just become a necessity.”   

Stinson says he's not surprised by what happened at Gessler Drugs.  He says addicts will go to the extreme 

for what they need.   “I don't know whether to call it desperation, I don't know what it is.  They're willing to 

do desperate acts to obtain drugs.”  Police do have surveillance video of this latest crime hopefully giving 

investigators a better picture of who's responsible.  Kim Wilhelm, KWCH 12, Eyewitness News.  Stinson 

says fake or forged prescriptions continue to be a problem.  He says every day in Wichita dozens of people 

try to get phony prescriptions filled.    

 

07/23/09 

5am 

A Wichita father is charged with murder in the death of his baby.  Police say the infant was dropped.  Four-

month-old Zereon Thomas died Tuesday night after being brought into Wesley Medical Center by his 

father.  Police say the boy lived with his parents in the one thousand block of north Madison.  The 31-year-

old father was booked into the jail yesterday morning on charges of child abuse and felony murder.  "It's 

always very difficult when you have what I say is a true victim, a very innocent victim. A four month old 

depends on the care of his parents. And when you believe they're responsible for injuries of course it 

bothers us." The baby's mother has been in jail on unrelated charges.  Police tell us the father has at least 

five other children, most of whom don't live in Wichita. 

 

07/24/09 

10pm 

The crime watch takes us to Sedgwick County court where 31-year-old James Thomas appeared this 

afternoon. He's charged with felony first-degree murder. Four-month-old Zereon Thomas died Tuesday 

evening. Police say Thomas told them he dropped his son. Investigators say the boy was abused. Thomas 



 

 

will be back in court next month. 

 

07/25/09 

8am 

A Wichita father is charged with first-degree murder in the death of his infant son. 31-year-old James 

Thomas was in court yesterday, after the death of four-month-old Zereon Thomas Tuesday. Police say 

Thomas told them he dropped his son. But investigators say the boy was abused. Thomas will be back in 

court next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

07/26/09 

5:30 pm 

The man accused of gunning down a Wichita abortion provider goes to court this week.  Prosecutors say 

Scott Roeder shot Doctor George Tiller in May.  Roeder will have a preliminary hearing on Tuesday.  He is 

charged with first-degree murder and aggravated assault.  Roeder remains in the Sedgwick County Jail a 

20-million dollar bond.  

Eyewitness News will be at Tuesday's hearing.  You can watch live streaming coverage of the proceedings 

and follow along with our courtroom blog.  Find them both Tuesday at k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

07/27/09 

6am 

Two Oklahoma Sheriff's Deputies are dead after a shootout with a man wanted for domestic abuse.  The 

man was being served a warrant at his mother's house in Seminole, which is an hour southeast of Oklahoma 

City.  When deputies got there, they say the 26 year old man opened fire on them.  Witnesses say it was a 

scary scene.  "The guy was sitting there waiting for him, shot him right between the eyes, killed him dead 

the first deputy, then he stuck the gun at the door, it opened, and shot a few bullets in the back.”  One 

deputy died at the scene, the other at the hospital.  A bystander was hit in the arm; she's expected to be 

okay.  The 26 year old man is now in custody. 

 

07/28/09 

5am 

Heartspring says it hopes whoever stole from it didn't know who they were stealing from.  Heartspring 

helps people with disabilities.  When staff got to work yesterday they noticed several bikes missing.  

Someone took them over the weekend.  A spokesperson says a big milestone for some at the facility is 

learning to ride a bike.  Most of the stolen bikes were donated.  The Wichita Eagle reports this morning a 

number of bikes have already been donated as well as money to help Heartspring buy more.   Heartspring 

says it always accepts new or gently used bikes.  Just take them by the facility in Wichita.  It's on 29th 

street between Rock and Webb. 

 

07/29/09 

6am 

One man saw the shot another heard it.  Tuesday, the two men relived the moment when Wichita abortion 

Doctor George Tiller was shot and killed at his church.  A judge says their testimony and that of three 

others were just enough evidence send Scott Roeder to trial for murder.  There are more than 2-hundred 

witnesses on the list, but only five testified Tuesday.  They didn't want their faces shown on television.  

Eyewitness News reporter Michael Schwanke has more on the preliminary hearing.  Witnesses say it 

happened before they could do anything to stop it. 

"It just happened so fast that it just I don't know if I actually saw him squeezing the trigger but I saw him 

put the gun right up to his head."  A single shot that killed Dr. George Tiller as fellow church members 

watched.  "I noticed the gun coming to George's head and being shot...you know, just boom!"   Usher Gary 

Hoepner says at first he didn't know what happened.   "I wasn't sure if it was a cap gun or what, and then 



 

 

George fell and I just said in my mind oh my god!  I couldn't believe what I was seeing.  It was surreal."  

Hoepner pointed out Scott Roeder as the man who pulled the trigger.  Roeder remained silent as five 

witnesses took the stand to help explain what happened the day Tiller was killed including what led police 

to Roeder.  "I repeated that twice.  Somebody get the tag number!  Get the tag number!"  "I observed the 

license plate number 225 BAB."  Thorton Anderson could still recall the plate number-- he arrived late to 

church when he saw three men running outside.  "The other two...one or both of them were yelling get his 

license tag number!"   It won't be the last time witnesses share what they saw happen that day-- 

 the statements were enough for a judge to decide Scott Roeder will go to trial.  Roeder is set to go to trial 

September 21st, but that date will likely be pushed back.  

 

07/30/09 

5am 

Thieves hit a west Wichita sports bar known for its memorabilia.  Someone broke into Players Sports Bar 

Wednesday night and stole 50 thousand dollars of memorabilia including two baseballs signed by Babe 

Ruth and lots of championship rings. The owner says it's frustrating someone would target his personal 

collection but has a message for the thieves.  “You can't show it to anybody; you try to sell it on any 

national scene I'll find it.” Police and the owner say they're alerting sports collectors and monitoring 

websites for rare items that go on sale. 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

07/30/09 

5pm 

There's now a reward of 160-thousand dollars for information in the deaths of two Oklahoma girls. A 

coalition of Tulsa area oilmen have helped increase the reward. Until today it was 40-thousand dollars. 

Thirteen-year-old Taylor Paschal-Placker and 11-year-old Skyla Whitaker were shot to death along a dirt 

road more than a year ago. No one has been arrested and authorities still are searching for a motive. The 

additional $120,000 is a time-limited reward offered for the next 90 days. 

 

07/31/09 

5am 

A judge sentences Tami Bradley to one year probation after she admits to stealing medication while she 

worked as a nurse at Oakdale Elementary in Salina.  New court documents show investigators found some 

bottles with missing pills.  They also found pills had been replaced with over-the-counter drugs or drugs 

not prescribed to the students. 

In addition to probation, Bradley will have to attend a drug treatment program and pay more than 15-

hundred dollars in fines. 

 

08/01/09 

8am 

We begin our crime-watch in Valley Center tonight. A teaching assistant at the high school is accused of 

having sex with a teenage boy. 42-year-old Sandra Geddes is charged with one count of aggravated 

indecent liberties, and one count of unlawful sexual relations. The Valley Center superintendent had no 

comment tonight. Geddes appeared in court today. She's in jail on a 100-thousand dollar bond, and set to be 

back in court August 13th. 

 

08/03/09 

10pm 

A wellington man is behind bars tonight police say he abused his two-month-old daughter. Wichita police 

called Wellington police over the weekend after doctors at a Wichita hospital treated the baby; she had a 

skull fracture and is now in stable condition. The girl's 20-year-old father was arrested. She and her 15-

month-old sibling are in protective custody. 

 

08/04/09 

10pm 



 

 

Wichita police continue to investigate the overnight shooting of three people. New tonight in the crime 

watch...we speak with a neighbor who heard the whole thing. It happened at the Morgan's Landing 

apartments near 13th and west just before midnight. Police tell us a suspect met a group of people at a bar 

and went to an apartment for a party. Detectives believe the man pulled a gun and tried to rob the three. The 

person in the above apartment heard the shots, “It was blood curdling, she screamed and then the shots and 

she was silent, I didn't hear her scream again.” 25 year old female victim is in critical condition with 

gunshot wounds to the chest. A man at the party was shot in the face and is listed in critical condition. A 

third person had more minor injuries. Police have a suspect in custody. 

 

08/05/09 

8am 

At least four people are dead and many others wounded after a gunman goes on a shooting rampage at a 

Pennsylvania fitness center. Witnesses say a man walked into an aerobics class in a Pittsburg suburb. He 

pulled out several guns and fired 52 shots, killing three women then himself. At least nine other women 

were injured 

 

08/06/09 

10pm 

Also tonight we learn the man accused of shooting three people at this Wichita apartment complex was out 

on bond. Frederick fritz was charged today with first degree murder, attempted murder and aggravated 

robbery. Court records show fritz bonded out of jail July 22nd on theft and burglary charges and was set to 

be in court the day of the shooting. 24-year-old Devon Cole died two days after the shooting. 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

08/07/09 

10pm 

Police recover some memorabilia stolen from player's sports bar last week. Several items worth up to 50-

thousand dollars total were taken, including a baseball signed by Babe Ruth and several championship 

rings. Not everything is back to its rightful owner tonight. He says he's still missing two of his favorite 

items. Wichita police say they know who the suspect is and are looking for him.  

 

08/08/09 

8am 

Police recover some memorabilia stolen from player's sports bar last week. Several items worth up to 50-

thousand dollars total were taken, including a baseball signed by Babe Ruth and several championship 

rings. Not everything is back to its rightful owner. Player‟s owner says he's still missing two of his favorite 

items. Wichita police say they know who the suspect is and are looking for him.  

 

08/09/09 

5:30pm 

A robber gets away with cash from the Chicago Donut Shop early this morning. Wichita police say it 

happened around 7:30 in the 3200 block of East Harry. The 15 year old clerk says the suspect entered the 

shop and told her to open the register. The suspect took cash and ran out of the business. A witness tried to 

follow the man, and saw him get into a silver car. No one has been arrested. 

 

08/10/09 

6am 

Topeka zoo officials want to beef up security. Vandalism led to the escape of a bobcat and porcupine last 

week. Animal keepers found the bobcat roaming the zoo, and the porcupine resting in a tree near its exhibit 

Thursday morning.  Both were fine. Officials say some one cut a chain and lock on the two exhibits. The 

animals are now locked back up. 
 

08/11/09 

8am 



 

 

A three day manhunt is over. Authorities from Kansas and Oklahoma had been looking for Jared Sanchez 

since he escaped from the Sumner County jail Friday Night. Police say Sanchez was found hiding inside 

this house in Derby. 

Officers say Sanchez surrendered without a fight. He's being held on a warrant out of Louisiana for a parole 

violation. 

 

08/12/09 

5pm 

A Michigan man faces charges after police say he used his seven-year-old son to try to meet women. Police 

say the little boy would approach women in this park while dad sat drunk in his car. The boy would tell 

people that his mom is dead and his dad is depressed and could use a friend. People at the park knew 

something was up by listening to  

 9-1-1 calls. The boys‟ mom is not dead. She has joint custody of the boy with the dad. 

 

08/13/09 

5pm 

We're waiting to find out more information about the death of a four year old in Belle Plaine. The police 

chief there told us we could possibly find out more details this afternoon, but now he says it may be 

tomorrow. They're investigating the four year old's death as suspicious. Emergency crews found him 

unresponsive a couple days ago. Investigators say they can't comment on whether there was any evidence 

of trauma. 
 

08/14/09 

5am 

A Wichita priest is charged with lewd and lascivious behavior, and public nudity. Father Leslie Dough 

Campbell was arrested last week during a prostitution sting. Campbell works at Saint Jude's Catholic 

Church. He's on temporary leave from his ministerial duties. He's scheduled to be in court at the end of this 

month.   

CRIME Q-3 

 

08/15/09 

8am 

A 16 year old boy is in the hospital with serious injuries. Police say a witness noticed a large group of 

people beating up the boy outside Club Rodeo. At this point, police don't have any suspects and didn't 

know how many people were involved. 

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

A beating outside a Wichita club sends a man to the hospital. We begin the crime watch at side pockets. 

Police say someone attacked the 21-year-old early this morning. Officers found him outside the front door 

around one-45. 

Eyewitnesses say several men beat the man and then ran off. Police have not made any arrests. The victim 

is in critical condition at Saint Francis hospital. 

 

08/17/09 

7am 

Two police officers in Nevada got to see first-hand what's like to be a criminal after they were arrested for 

smoking pot. Their van was spotted illegally parked. When officers went to investigate, the men jumped 

out and ran. They were eventually caught, arrested and charged. Police say they also found narcotics were 

found in the van.  

 

08/18/09 

8am 

A Wichita woman tries to harm herself and her newborn baby.  Her friend says the woman held a knife to 

her own throat and then took her baby into the middle of 21st street. The friend says the woman was upset 



 

 

her boyfriend was seeing another woman.  No one was hurt. She now faces charges, and the baby is in 

protective custody. 

 

08/19/09 

5pm 

Many companies have rules about how to handle robbery suspects and the rule is not to get involved. These 

two Colorado guys just got fired for trying to stop a thief. They worked for a best buy. Earlier this month 

they saw a guy stealing cell phones. They tackled him outside the front door of the business, "At that point 

I was looking out for the best interest of my co-worker and the safety of my co-worker, so I kind of 

grabbed the guy by his shoulders and tried to restrain him, because I didn't want to get anybody hurt."  The 

thief got away.  Then the two employees were told to go away.  Best buy says employees are supposed to 

stop pursuing suspected shoplifters once they leave the store for safety reasons. 

 

08/20/09 

5am 

And continuing coverage, after a stabbing at Hutchinson store. I don't know if I'd risk my life over a 

magazine. Police say employees and the manager at this Dillons store tried to stop a shoplifter from 

stealing a six dollar magazine. Police say the man then stabbed the manager and threatened the others. The 

store manager is expected to be fine. The shoplifter was charged with aggravated battery. 

 

08/21/09 

5pm 

A Wichita school bus driver and an assistant are fired, after a fight between students. It happened yesterday 

afternoon on a bus from Sowers Alternative High School. A police report says two students hit another 

with a seat belt buckle. There were no injuries. Durham Bus Services says the driver and a monitor were 

fired today for not responding appropriately to the situation. A district spokesperson says bus surveillance 

video is being reviewed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

A jury finds a Wichita mother guilty for selling her daughter for sex. A jury pronounced Evelyn Wells and 

Reginald Stafford guilty of rape. Wells let her neighbor, Stafford, to sexually abuse her daughter in 

exchange for money. The girl testified her mom used that money for whiskey and cigarettes. Eyewitness 

News reporter Megan Strader was in the courtroom for the verdict. Closing arguments seemed to center 

around one very big argument. Can you believe the story of an inconsistent little girl? Her dates, you got 

me she's not consistent about dates if she were 17 that would mean something she's five, she's six what do 

we expect? Throughout the trial the prosecution has asked the question why Evelyn Wells‟ daughter would 

accuse her mother and neighbor of rape and sodomy if it never happened. But according to the defense 

Friday, just like forgetfulness, kids are also prone to tell stories. Kids do start talking about things that they 

are making up or they're kind of elaborating on. Elaborations get bigger and bigger until finally you say 

when we should have stopped this. But even with little evidence to go on, the jury took only four hours to 

make a decision. It happened just the way she said it did. The words of a child were enough to convict. 

Stafford was found guilty of 3 of his four counts, Wells, guilty of four of her five counts. The one count 

both defendants were found not guilty on was one of the charges for aggravated criminal sodomy, again 

they were found guilty on all other counts. Once the verdict was read wells broke down and sobbed as they 

handcuffed her and Stafford and led them out of the courtroom. Megan Strader, KWCH Eyewitness News. 

Both Wells and Stafford face life in prison when sentenced on October first. 

 
08/23/09 



 

 

10pm 

Wichita police use a k-9 to sniff out a burglar. Police say the thief refused to come out of a business on 

south Seneca. Officers sent the dog in and the man surrendered. Police say the man broke into M-and-M 

enterprises to steal cigarettes and cash. 

 

08/24/09 

6pm 

Dodge City police arrest a man for a shooting that sent two men to the hospital over the weekend. They 

arrested an 18-year-old at about 10:30 last night. The shooting happened at a home early Sunday morning. 

Police found one victim at the scene. While he was being treated at the hospital, another man showed up 

with gunshot wounds. The teen was also booked on counts of robbery and battery. 

 

08/25/09 

5pm 

Some Bel Aire residents are learning a tough lesson in locking their car doors. Police say several people 

broke into ten vehicles early this morning near Quail ridge and Woodlawn. Many were unlocked. They 

took construction equipment, stereos, cell phones and credit cards and  they later tried to use the plastic, 

“don't leave your purse in your car even if it's hidden on the floor board don't leave it in the car .” Two of 

Martha Mwangi's cars were broken into.  Tonight at ten, hear more from the victims, and just how fast 

thieves went to work with victims‟ information. 

 

08/26/09 

Noon 

A spokesman for South Carolina lieutenant governor Andre Bauer says he will call for Governor Mark 

Sanford to step down. The spokesman says Bauer will renew his offer to stay out of the 2010 gubernatorial 

race if Sanford steps down. Bauer would fill the remainder of his fellow Republican's term. Sanford has 

come under fire since his June admission of an affair. 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

This Para educator from Valley Center will go to trial in November. Sandra Geddes waived her right to a 

preliminary hearing today. That move sends her straight to trial. Geddes is accused of having a sexual 

relationship with a 15 year student at valley center high school. She's charged with aggravated indecent 

liberties and unlawful sexual relations. 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

08/28/09 

A fireman drills into the back of a trunk after a vehicle catches on fire. It all started about 2-15 this morning 

when a police officer saw the driver speeding around 21st and Woodlawn. Eventually the driver lost control 

of the car, hit a tree, and caught both the car and tree on fire. Two people in the car were taken into custody. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

Police in Oklahoma arrest a former Wichita man. Authorities say Ronnie Presley helped run a human 

trafficking ring-that brought teenage girls to brothels. Prosecutors charged Presley with trafficking children 

for sex and transporting minors without parental consent. He‟s one of six defendants indicted earlier this 

week by federal prosecutors. Presley is back in Tulsa where he currently lives. 

 

08/30/09 

10pm 

Family members say he's never been the same. A Sedgwick county detention deputy beat Edgar Richard 

last year. The assault is now part of a lawsuit against the sheriff. The county fired the guard, but as 

Eyewitness News reporter Cliff Judy shows us, Richard's family says that's not enough. I can't stand to look 

at it.  I can hardly stand to look at them. The pictures of Edgar Richard beaten and comatose still bother his 

siblings. I haven't seen him smile in this whole year and a half. Richard suffered mental illness and was an 



 

 

inmate at the Sedgwick county jail in February of last year. The sheriff said a fractured skull and broken 

jaw came after Richard refused his medications and tried to choke detention deputy Manuel Diaz. I feel like 

they killed by brother spiritually, mentally, and almost physically. Witnesses in a lawsuit filed late Friday 

detailed several punches...and a fellow detention deputy worried Diaz would rip Richard‟s face off. Diaz 

has been fired and convicted of battery...Richard is still in a nursing home with severe brain damage. I want 

to see something done about the way they treat the mentally ill.  That's what I want.  That's the only 

conversation I want. Well, I feel like somebody's got to take the responsibility.  I mean, yes, he might be 

one guy, but he was hired by somebody else and then somebody else and then somebody else. The lawsuit 

names former Sedgwick County Sheriff Gary Steed and current Sheriff Bob Hinshaw as defendants.  I 

called both steed and Hinshaw Sunday afternoon.  Neither has released a statement.  Hinshaw said he hadn't 

even had a chance to see the lawsuit yet and even if he had, he'd still have to defer to county attorneys. The 

lawsuit seeks damages of more than seventy five thousand dollars from both steed and Hinshaw, but 

Richard‟s attorneys say the suit is more about making change at the jail than money. His case made a 

difference and they'll change how they treat mentally ill people. A tragic thing that happened, but it would 

be even more tragic for it to happen to anyone else. Cliff Judy, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. A judge 

sentenced Manuel Diaz to probation for aggravated battery. Richard‟s attorneys say his medical bills alone 

total more than seven hundred thousand dollars. 

 

08/31/09 

6am 

Accused murderer Scott Roeder considers changing defense attorneys. The associated press reports Roeder 

is in talks with a prominent attorney who frequently represents abortion opponents. The attorney is Michael 

Hirsh. He‟s has long advocated justifiable homicide as a defense in the killing of abortion doctors. Scott 

Roeder pled not guilty to first-degree murder in the death of Doctor George Tiller. Authorities say Roeder 

gunned down tiller in his church back in may. Hirsh says he's spoken to Roeder but says he hasn't been 

hired. Hirsch represented a Florida man convicted of killing an abortion doctor and his bodyguard in 1994.  

Roeder's trial is scheduled to start September 21st. His current attorney anticipates the trial being delayed. 

 

09/01/09 

8am 

An appeals court has ruled Paris Hilton can continue pursuing a lawsuit against Hallmark over the use of 

her picture and catch phrase "That's hot" on a greeting card. Hilton sued the company in 2007 after it began 

selling without her permission. Hallmark has defended the card as a parody, which is normally protected 

under fair-use law. 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

09/02/09 

8am 

Prosecutors say he tried to get drunk-driving charges against a Wichita woman dropped. So he could have a 

sexual relationship with her. Now, a former Goddard police officer is expected to plead guilty to wire 

fraud. Prosecutors say Calvin Schaffer used a police department computer to send naked pictures to the 44-

year-old woman who'd been previously arrested for DUI. He's expected in federal court today for a change-

of-plea hearing. 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

Police say a north-east Kansas man took a woman on a date, the threatened to arrest her if she didn't go 

home with him. The woman told Lenexa police about 33 year old Aaron Walton's claims of being a police 

officer. Walton was arrested at home. He had left the date with the woman in a separate car. He's now 

charged with battery and impersonating an office. 

 

09/04/09 



 

 

Noon 

A Wichita woman and EMS workers got a dangerous surprise in her backyard garage this morning. She 

found a man lying there unresponsive.  But it's what he had beside him that really got the attention. When 

emergency crews arrived they found him and a loaded magazine clip! Ems tried to talk to him. But decided 

it would safer to back off---until police arrived," We don't know if he was armed or whatever, but it was 

kind of suspicious he had a loaded clip on his chest when they trying to confront him. “Police got there just 

a few minutes after EMS. But the man already ran from the scene. 

 

09/05/09 

6pm 

Good evening. I‟m Denise Hnytka. A man is in the hospital after being stabbed overnight. It happened at 

about three-thirty this morning at the Pelican Point Apartments near 21st & Meridian. Police didn't say 

what led to the stabbing. They say he was stabbed four times in the back, and is now in stable condition. 

Police are looking for two suspects. They don't think there were any witnesses to the attack. 

 

09/06/09 

10pm 

Police arrest a man for breaking into the Sedgwick County Forensic Science Center. Investigators say he 

stole a computer. Officer‟s tasered the man after a short chase. Before going to jail, police took the man to 

Wesley Medical Center. Doctors treated him for cuts to his arms. Police say the man hurt himself breaking 

into the building. 

 

09/07/09 

5am 

Wichita police say a dark-colored SUV hit a man riding his bike. The crash happened around two Sunday 

morning in the 18-hundred block of South Hydraulic. Paramedics took the man to St. Francis Hospital. He's 

listed in critical condition. Investigators believe the SUV has front-end damage and a broken headlight. 

Police have not made any arrests and are still looking for the SUV. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

An attorney for San Diego Chargers linebacker Shawne Merriman says he's confident his client won't be 

charged.   That's after his girlfriend accused him of choking her and preventing her from leaving his house. 

Merriman is dating Tila Nguyen (when) -- better known as Tila Tequila. He told police Tila was drunk 

when she tried to leave his house on Sunday and he didn't want her to drive. Police confirmed Tila had been 

drinking. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

We open the crime watch in Southwest Wichita. Police say a juvenile stabbed his father in the chest with a 

pair of scissors. Officers arrived at this home in the 34-hundred block of south Everett around 6:45 to find 

the father bleeding. Paramedics took him to the hospital in critical condition. Police took the boy into 

custody. Officers believe the stabbing happened during a fight between the father and his son. 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

He stalks victims before he attacks them. That's what police are saying about a serial rapist who targets 

college women in Kansas. Since 2001, authorities have linked 13 separate rapes in Lawrence and 

Manhattan to the same man. The rapist usually attacks women who live in off-campus housing. Yesterday, 

authorities revealed the rapist likely stalks and spies on women beforehand. Officials held special safety 



 

 

forums at k-u and k-state yesterday. They won't give specific details about the ongoing investigation, but 

say it's a top priority, “It is something that we're putting a lot of resources toward, it is one of our top 

investigations.  We have a lot of investigators working on it and it will continue to be that way until it's 

solved. The last known attack was in December in Manhattan. 

 

09/11/09 

8am 

Prosecutors recommend a life sentence for a bank robber. Ross Williams pled guilty to killing bystander 

during a bank robbery in Coffeyville. Williams robbed a Bank of America branch on February 17th. During 

the chase and shootout that followed Williams killed Willie Neal. Prosecutors say Williams should spend 

the rest of his life in prison. He'll be sentenced in November. 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

Family members ask a judge to show no mercy for the man convicted of killing a Wichita businessman. 

Jim Collins was abducted from his marquee motors last year, shot and run over. Shannon Bogguess had 

done odd jobs for Collins. Today a judge sentenced him for Collins murder; life with no parole until he's 

served more than 70 years. A second man still faces trial in the case. 

 

09/13/09 

10pm 

Out of Hutchinson, where authorities continue to search for an escaped inmate. 39-year-old Steve Genton 

used ladders to escape from a medium security unit at the Hutchinson Correctional Facility sometime 

yesterday.   Officials with the prison aren't releasing much information...including the measures being taken 

to find Genton. All local law enforcement agencies have been notified and are assisting with the search.  

Genton is a convicted sex offender...he is considered dangerous. If you have any information, call 9-1-1.  

 

09/14/09 

8am 

A man is robbed while entering his Wichita motel room. Police say a robber hit the victim on the head and 

shoved the victim into the room. That's when a second person started kicking the man and took his wallet. 

Police have not made any arrests.  

 

09/15/09 

8am 

The FBI is in north-west Kansas, investigating a multi-state theft ring stealing farm equipment valued at 1 

point 3 million dollars and that leads this morning's crime crime-watch. Some of the equipment is currently 

sitting on a city lot in Colby. It includes tractors, at least one combine, a grain cart, and a skid-steer. 

Investigators found the stolen equipment at a farm north of Colby. So far one person has been arrested in 

connection to the thefts, but has not been charged. 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

09/16/09 

8am 

Police in Connecticut say a man they questioned in the murder of a Yale graduate student has been 

released. Twenty-four year old Raymond Clark is a lab technician at the school. No charges have been filed 

but police did get a DNA sample from him. Annie Le's (lay) body was found over the weekend in the wall 

of a basement in a Yale research building. 

 

09/17/09 

5am 

Rape and indecent liberties with a child. Those are the charges against this man -- a bus driver for the 

Wichita non-profit group Urban League. Anthony Taylor drove the bus part time for the Urban League to 

transport kids in the Youth Empowerment Program. The alleged victim was under 14 years old, and part of 



 

 

that program. Urban League says it goes through an outside agency for background checks for all 

employees. We asked the group how far back those background checks go and what they include. We 

checked Taylor on our own and found he had a prior drug conviction in 1992. We haven't heard back from 

the Urban League. Taylor is now in jail on a 150-thousand dollar bond. He‟s expected back in court later 

this month, for a preliminary hearing detailing the evidence against him. 

 

09/18/09 

6am 

Federal prosecutors file charges against a state employee. They say he threatened a female highway patrol 

trooper in northeast Kansas. 32 year-old Timothy Wearick from Bonner Springs was charged with the 

crime. He also works for the Highway Patrol as a motorist assist technician. Court paperwork does not say 

why investigators believe Wearick targeted her. Here's one of the phone messages he left. It says you got to 

leave too early from your traffic stop, because I had my rifle all set. Had you in my scope. Well, going to 

be some good things happen tonight. Oh, I got your burial site all done, ready for you. Wearick was 

arrested. He admitted to making the harassing phone calls. If convicted, he faces up to five years in prison, 

and a 250-thousand dollar fine.  

 

09/19/09 

10pm 

The crime watch begins in southeast Wichita. Police say around 1:40 this morning, someone maced a group 

of people outside club groove. During the commotion, someone fired a gun. A car drove off as police 

arrived. Officers took the driver into custody after he crashed at Kellogg and Rock.  A police spokesman 

says it does not appear the driver was involved in the shooting. No one was hurt during the incident. Police 

have not said if they know what the disturbance was about. 

 
09/20/09 

10pm 

New now. An escaped mental patient is back behind bars. A sheriff's deputy in Washington State arrested 

Phillip Paul this afternoon. Paul walked away from a county fair in Spokane on Thursday. He and 30 other 

inmates were taken to the fair as a reward for good behavior. Authorities found Paul 250 miles away, near 

the Washington-Oregon border. Paul is serving time in a mental hospital for killing a woman 1980's. 

 

09/21/09 

6pm 

In our Crime Watch this evening. A report of shots fired at a Wichita club turned into a short police chase 

early Saturday morning. When police arrived at club groove near Harry and Rock, they tried to block an 

exit from the club. A SUV was able to get out of the parking lot and led police on the chase. The SUV then 

crashed into other cars at Kellogg and Rock. The driver and a passenger tried to run on foot, but police 

found both in the area. The driver was arrested on felony traffic charges. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-3 

 

09/22/09 

5am 

Investigators in Salina look into the shooting death of a man. Our news partners at the Salina Journal report 

38-year-old Steven Bettles was found dead last week. Family members say his body was in a trailer behind 

the main house on his property. The sheriff says the case is being treated as a homicide. The KBI and 

Salina police are helping in the investigation. 

 

09/23/09 

6pm 



 

 

This man from Meade is convicted of molesting an 11-year-old girl. Donald ray dean was convicted on 

multiple charges including rape and aggravated indecent liberties with a child. The attorney general's office 

say the crimes happened between December of 2007 and April 2008. Dean faces more than 25 years in 

prison. 

 

09/24/09 

6pm 

A judge grants a motion to delay the murder trial for this man. Israel Mireles was supposed to go to trial in 

November. That's now been pushed to February. Mireles is charged with the rape and murder of Emily 

sander two years ago. Sander was a student at Butler Community College. Another hearing in the case is 

set for next month. 

 

09/25/09 

5am 

Witnesses say they heard a gunshot. Then Ford county deputies found two horses, shot in the leg. Now 

investigators want information. One of the horses was valued at 5-thousand dollars, the other, at 75-

hundred dollars. Both had to be euthanized. Investigators want anyone with information to call 

Crimestoppers. It's offering a one-thousand dollar reward. 

 

09/26/09 

8am 

What is the best way for hospitals to deal with victims of sexual assault? The question comes up after this 

week's stories on two victims who went to Lawrence Memorial Hospital for help, and were told to go to 

Topeka for exams instead. The Lawrence Hospital says it is training more nurses for times when multiple 

victims come in. A local consultant tells us that having personnel trained through the sexual assault nurse 

examiner system, or sane, can actually save a lot of time for victims. The patient is in and out in a much 

quicker time frame using the nurse examiner model than they are using the traditional emergency room 

model, where many of our patients are staying in the hospital four to six hours in the emergency department 

where we can get the out in two to three hours in the same program. Schunn says there is nothing wrong 

with transferring patients to another facility if that makes for better treatment. 

 

09/27/09 

530pm 

Director Roman Polanski was arrested by Swiss police as he flew in for the Zurich Film Festival. He faces 

possible extradition to the U.S. for having sex in 1977 with a 13-year-old girl. U.S. authorities have sought 

the arrest of the 76-year-old director for 31 years. Polanski traveled to Switzerland to receive an award for 

his lifetime of work as a director. 

 

09/28/09 

6pm 

This is not the first time a deputy or officer was shot in the line of duty. Last summer a Wichita officer was 

shot by a person he was talking to. He was hit once in each leg. He survived the shooting. Back in 2005, 

two officers were shot in Newton while entering a house during a domestic dispute. Harvey County 

Sheriff's Deputy Kurt Ford was killed. A Hesston Police detective was shot four times in the hand leg and 

arm. He survived and returned to duty. 

Earlier that year, Greenwood County Sheriff Matt Samuels was shot and killed while serving a search 

warrant at a house north of Virgil. In 19-96 Sedgwick County Deputy Kevin Easter was shot and killed 

after pulling over a car and a year after that. Wichita police officer Ken Snider was stabbed to death during 

a disturbance call. 

CRIME Q-3 

 

09/29/09 

6pm 

Eyewitness news has learned the suspect had a history of attacking law enforcement officers. In June 2003 

Richard Lyons was arrested for beating up a family member and battering a sheriff's deputy who came to 

arrest him. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to six months probation. In March of 2005 he was charged 



 

 

with attacking his estranged wife with a knife and battering two officers responding to the call. Lyons was 

sentenced to a little over two years for that crime. He served a year and a half of that in prison. He later 

spent a year on parole and was released from the department of corrections' supervision in April 2008. 

 

09/30/09 

Noon 

Chicago police continue to look for more clues into the deadly beating of a 16 year old honor student. It's 

offering 6-thousand dollars reward money for any information leading to more arrests. So far, four teens 

have been charged for killing Derrion Albert and are being held without bond. Cell phone video shows a 

group of teens kicking and hitting Albert with splintered railroad ties as he was walking home from school 

last week. Police patrols have increased on the streets, and church members are volunteering to help 

monitor activity as kids go to and from school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/01/09 

5am 

A union official says engineering union SPEEA has a tough challenge ahead in negotiations with spirit 

Aerosystems. SPEEA Midwest director Bob Brewer says talks between the union and company took "a 



 

 

grim and disappointing turn" when discussions turned toward benefits and compensation. The current 

contract covering 710 Spirit engineers expires July 11
th

. Spirit spokeswoman Debbie Gann says the 

company is confident an agreement will be reached. 

 

07/02/09 

5am 

 It's the first time in nearly 30 years residents in Saline County can shoot fireworks. Wednesday marked the 

first day Saline County residents can purchase fireworks. People we talked with say they are excited the 

county lifted its ban; I still wish the city of Salina would do the same. As long as the parents watch their 

kids, I think it would be good, that's what it is, and it‟s just people watching their kids out there to be safe. 

Those living in un-incorporated areas of Saline County are allowed to shoot off fireworks with the 

landowner‟s permission. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

The Wichita city council corrects what it calls an oversight for some Wichita convenience stores. The error 

would have caused 29 stores to lose their cereal malt beverage license on Sunday. The paperwork for the 

stores to keep their licenses was completed yesterday afternoon. The move keeps beer available at the 

stores, just in time for the holiday weekend. 

 

07/04/09 

10pm 

While some celebrated, others protested. Groups held a second round of tea parties across the country 

today. A few hundred people gathered outside the Sedgwick county courthouse in Wichita. Those in 

attendance say the federal government is getting too large and that taxes are too big. The turnout was 

smaller than similar rallies on tax day. 

 

07/05/09 

10pm 

With a late freeze, and a wet April, Kansas wheat farmers are at the mercy of the weather. All but a few 

northwest counties are done with harvest. New at ten tonight- many farmers tell eyewitness news reporter 

Alana Rocha they're pleasantly surprised. It came, and with a long dry spell in late June allowing farmers to 

get in the fields. Kansas wheat harvest wrapped up in no time. We‟re satisfied. There's not much we can do 

about it now. Mark Bergkamp isn't looking back, the Sedgwick county farmer cut more than a thousand 

acres of wheat with his family, and much of it he says came in below average. The state's average test 

weight this year is 62, with yields around 55 bushels per acre. Many Kansas farmers questioned how the 

late freeze and wet April would affect the crop. The heavy rains flooded fields south of Wichita, some not 

even worth harvesting. Bergkamp says he knows he can't complain. Not as good as I anticipated last 

October when we planted it, but considering everything, and that's the general thought among most 

farmers, especially those here in south central Kansas. This year's wheat harvest was better than expected, 

but still not as good as it could have been with farmers having to pay record fuel and fertilizer costs to put 

the crop in the ground. Bergkamp is happy wheat prices are a little better than average, helping making up 

for the loss. But he's looking ahead, to the corn crop. We're happy. We'll get started on next year. And 

praying for a little rain. In southwest Sedgwick county, Alana Rocha, KWCH 12, Eyewitness News. State 

AG officials say the wheat harvest should finish Friday. 

 

07/06/09 

5pm 

KU plans on using student workouts to light a building. Fifteen elliptical machines at the fitness center will 

be connected next month to devices that reroute the energy created by workouts into the building's electric 

grid. The machines will generate 10 kilowatts of energy per day. That‟s enough to power a student 

apartment for a day. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 



 

 

 

07/07/09 

6pm 

The Hutchinson city council invites the public to see the incentives offered to Siemens to build a factory in 

the city. The city expects to complete a formal agreement of incentives with the German company by early 

August. When the agreement is signed, construction plans will move forward. Siemens plans to bring 400 

jobs to Hutchinson to build wind turbine parts. The factory will cost about 50-million dollars. 

 

07/08/09 

6am 

The Wichita city council votes to move forward with parking lot improvements for the Entrust Bank Arena.  

Four parking lots will be resurfaced -- they're at Lewis & Emporia, Kellogg & St. Francis, William & 

Broadway and Waterman & Mead.  The project will cost 300-thousand dollars, and will be funded by 

Sedgwick County.  In addition to the resurfacing, the city will add lighting and landscaping for the parking 

lots.  The arena is currently under construction and scheduled to open in early 2010. 

 

07/09/09 

Want to know how much of your money Sedgwick County spends? There‟s a new way to find out. The 

county launched its "on-line checkbook" yesterday.  It‟s a website where you can look up how much the 

county spends, how much it receives and where it all goes. If you want to see what's on the book. We‟ve 

put a link on our website, www.kwch.com. 

 

07/10/09 

In addition to cars and buildings, Wednesday night's hail took a toll on plants and trees. That‟s caused 

problems for at least one Wichita nursery. Hillside Nursery sits between Pawnee and Mount Vernon. 

Manager Mark McHenry says many of the flowers were in full bloom before the storm moved in. This was 

just a sea of color, the roses were blooming, the Rose of Sharon., but 30 minutes later, it wasn't. If you have 

a tree that was damaged by the storm, experts say there are some things you can do. First, prune the 

obviously broken twigs and limbs, then, spray a fungicide to prevent any long-term diseases. McHenry says 

trees and shrubs may look ugly for awhile, but should grow back. 

 

07/11/09 

8am 

New this morning... fire damages a home in El Dorado overnight. Butler county dispatchers tell us crews 

were called to the home near High and 3rd in El Dorado around two this morning. Firefighters found fire 

coming from the home and were able to put it out. No one was hurt. 

 

07/12/09 

6am 

It's probably not the kind of drive-in a lot of people hoped to be at on Saturday. Is this your deductable? But 

then again, no one here really expected their cars to be looking like this. I didn't notice much on the other 

side I think this side here got his worse than the other side. Kenneth turner was driving up 135 in Wichita 

Wednesday night when the hail it. By the time I got to harry street I was almost at a standstill and just about 

ready to climb up on top of the front seat I thought it was going to knock the windows out but it didn't 

really get the windows. But it did manage to hit just about every other part of his truck. We're looking at 

left fender, right fender hood and a roof on it. That's why he and hundreds of others will be making their 

way through this insurance drive thru. American Family Insurance alone has two thousand auto claims to 

work through after this week‟s storm, and they say using this old garage is the best way to get keep them 

moving; four cars every half hour. I didn't see any damage at first and I was kind of under the three my wife 

was coming in after me her car is a little bit worse but yeah it was kind of awesome and horrific all at the 

same time. The adjusters here came from all across the country and will keep this operation going until all 

the claims have been settled. Drivers here just hope this is a drive thru they won't be returning to. I went 

through hail damage last year and just had the truck repaired and now I‟m back to that again. In Wichita, 

Megan Strader, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/13/09 

5pm 

Several people are hurt after a charter bus collides with a semi-truck near Manhattan. The bus overturned 

and caught fire. About a dozen people were hurt. The bus was carrying job corps students from Kansas City 

back to a job corps site in Manhattan when the accident happened. 

 

07/14/09 

6am 

Houses and cars weren't the only things beat up by last week's hail.  Saint Mary Orthodox church near 

Martinson and Maple streets had its roof and dome damaged.  They've had an insurance adjustor and 

roofing company come out to get an estimate.  Diana Peterson, an administrative assistant for the church, 

says they are hoping to get the repair done as soon as possible.  "It's going to be a total, complete roof 

replacement. So they want that taken care of as soon as possible so there wouldn't be any more interior 

damage done with we have any other storms between now and getting it repaired.”  Peterson says 

everything inside the church seems to be fine right now. Services at the church shouldn't be disrupted by 

the damage or the repairs. 

 

07/15/09 

6am 

 "Oh my god! I have a house! My own house. I feel great.”  A Wichita family wakes up in their new home 

this morning -- all thanks to Habitat for Humanity.  Michelle Gentry has helped Habitat build other houses 

and finally got the chance to get her own home.  This home was donated to by "right at home" an in-home 

care program.  Now that the house is done, Michelle's pleased with the work.  "To know that I built my 

own house, oh it's a tremendous experience. 250 hours seems like a lot but once you start doing it, it just 

goes by so quickly.” This is the first home Habitat for Humanity has re-modeled in a program to fix up 

neighborhoods.  Go to KWCH-dot-com if you want to help. 

 

07/16/09 

6am 

Did Boeing officials talk about older workers -- and how they are more expensive?  That's the question in 

an age-discrimination lawsuit brought against the plane maker and Spirit Aerosystems.  Court documents 

detail the testimony of several people, including former Boeing manager and current Spirit CEO Jeff 

Turner.  He admits Boeing had concerns about its aging work force and pension costs right before selling 

its Kansas and Oklahoma plants back in 2005.  90 former employees claim they were laid-off and not 

rehired because of their age.  They now want the lawsuit to get class-action status to cover more than one 

thousand workers over 40 years of age.  The companies deny age played a factor.    

 

07/17/09   

6am 

The Newton gymnastics team gets a reprieve.  The high school gymnastics team managed to raise 11 

thousand dollars by this week's deadline.  That's enough to convince the school district to keep the team for 

one more year. 

Financial concerns put the team in jeopardy.  Gymnastics is one of the most expensive sports in terms of 

cost per students. 

 

07/18/09 

8am 

 It's a way for Wichita police to connect with citizens, and the idea is spreading. They‟re called impact 

meetings. WPD‟s North Bureau has been doing them for several months. Tonight, the west side had their 

first. Officers go to neighborhoods where a major crime happened, and gather people for a quick meeting - 

explaining what happened and answer any questions people may have. This one is in response to a drug 

bust. We‟ve always been a pretty close knit group and this is very shocking to all of us. I think it's great, it's 

a great opportunity to get the neighbors together and at least see everyone and make sure every is on the 



 

 

same page as far as anything suspicious in the neighborhood. Because of these impact meetings on the 

North side, a shooting suspect turned himself in, and a neighborhood watch is being set up. 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/19/09 

10pm 

The controversy surrounding Wichita's South Vietnamese memorial nears a conclusion. Today dozens of 

area veterans met to discuss the compromise they reached with the Vietnamese community. Instead of 

putting the memorial on the same land that honors American soldiers --it will go on a lot about a hundred 

feet away. A tall mound and dense landscaping will make it clear to visitors the two are not connected. 

While the vets say the compromise is not ideal, the majority voted to accept it, “I don't know what to make 

of it, but the majority feel it's the best we can do right now. So it's not on park property, which is what we 

asked for.” Regardless of the outcome of today's vote, the South Vietnamese will have a memorial in 

Wichita. The vets will present the compromise to the city council Tuesday. 

 

07/20/09 

5am 

Today marks the 40th anniversary of the first time man set foot on the moon. President Obama will 

welcome the Apollo 11 crew to the White House today. Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins 

will be making the rare joint appearance.  The Kansas Cosmosphere will also be celebrating.  They will 

have a display of pictures taken during the Apollo missions and a new Apollo artifact exhibit throughout 

the day. You can also catch free showings of documentaries about the missions. You can also see the I-

MAX movie magnificent desolation for 40-percent off. 

 

07/21/09 

6am 

Is a Wichita poker game a "can do" or a "can't do"?  A Sedgwick County judge is expected to hear 

arguments today in the state's case against Highlands Pub and Cardroom.  At issue is a card game called 

"kandu challenge".  The Kansas attorney general is asking for an injunction to keep the cardroom from 

operating or advertising "kandu", calling it an illegal poker game.  The owners of Highlands argue "kandu" 

is not illegal gambling, but rather a game of skill, because players get a peek at the cards before they are 

dealt. 

 

07/22/09 

5am 

Rocket the tortoise wakes up in his new home this morning. The 78-year old called the Sedgwick County 

Zoo home for more than 30 years.  He's now outgrown his exhibit there.  Yesterday he moved to the zoo in 

Tulsa.  This is his arrival there.  

 

07/23/09 

5am 

Decades old and on the move, a historic Air Force plane will soon be on display in downtown Wichita.  

The challenge was getting it from its current spot, an airport on the city's west side, to its new destination 

unharmed.  

 Eyewitness News reporter Megan Strader explains how they did it. “A vintage Wichita plane will soon 

have a new home, but how it got here is the real story.   We've run the route twice....traffic could be an 

issue...we always find somebody talking on the cell phone or mad at their boyfriend...not paying attention.”  

6 thousand pounds, minus one wing, and about five miles from where will soon be on display.  This Air 

Force, serial number one, plane was bought a few years ago by the Yard Store in downtown Wichita.  

They've built an area just off Mead where they want the plane to be displayed.  So Wednesday night, it 

rolled down some of Wichita's busiest streets, at times holding up lines of cars, displacing street signs and 

calling on the help of a lot of police officers.  But an hour and half later it was landing at its new home.  

Something its owners hope is a fitting tribute to what aircraft workers have meant to Wichita.  “They have 

contributed a lot  to our quality of life and to the success of the Yard Store and this is a way we can give 

back to them and make sure a piece of our history, important history is preserved.”  Now if you want to get 



 

 

a look at the plane you're going to have to wait. A wall is being put up in front of this area while it's put 

back together and it won't be available for viewing until this fall. Megan Strader, KWCH 12, Eyewitness 

News. Once open, the plane will be protected by a fence and motion detectors, to keep people from 

damaging it. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/24/09 

5am 

No Kandu for a Wichita card room at least for the time being. Last month, the state shut down the game 

Kandu at Highland's Gastro Pub and Card Room in Wichita. The game is similar to Texas Hold Em poker, 

but the creators say Kandu is based on skill, not chance, since players can opt out of a hand after seeing the 

cards and their order in the deck. Attorneys for the business asked to play the game until an official ruling 

in September. A judge denied the request yesterday. Both sides are back in court September 8th. 

 

07/25/09 

10pm 

From France to Wichita, and everywhere in between, a hitchhiker is a long way from home today. Jeremy 

Marie left his home in France back in 2007.  Nearly two years and thousands of miles later, he crossed into 

Kansas.  A family heading to El Dorado gave him a ride to Wichita. He's on his way to Denver. Marie has 

visited 38 countries and is still going strong. I didn't come back home, the challenge is to tour the world 

without going back home and without spending money for transports. So I have to hitchhike all the time. 

Marie travels by cars, trucks, motorcycles, sometimes tractors. He even worked 58 days on a shipping boat 

from South Africa to Panama. He uses the internet to keep in touch with friends and family and also has a 

website. Marie's goal is to spend no more than seven dollars a day.  

 
07/26/09 

5:30pm 

No matter where in Wichita you live, chances are you've seen plenty of road work this summer. Now 

another project is about to begin. Starting tomorrow crews will demolish part of 17th street.  Over the next 

year they will rebuild the road between Hillside and Grove. The cost is 3-point-4 million dollars.  The city 

says the project will also improve drainage in the area.  Workers will build protected left turn lanes at 

Hillside.  New traffic signals will direct drivers at Grove and there will be new sewers and sidewalks in the 

area. Traffic will be limited to people that live in the neighborhood or have businesses in the area during 

the construction. 

 

07/27/09 

6am 

In and out of the hospital and weeks of medical treatment - a group of sick children get away from it all.  

Eyewitness News reporter Kara Sewell joined them as they left for a camp that allows them to leave their 

worries behind and focus on being a kid.  They're not rock stars; still, they got a welcome fit for one.  But 

make no mistake these kids are special.  “Some of the kids are in active treatment but some have been in 

remission for years or just months. 

Every child getting off this bus Sunday has been diagnosed with cancer.  Quality camp Kansas is just for 

them. 

“These people can relate.”  Hiren finished his chemotherapy back in January-this is his third year at camp.  

“You don't feel good, you know people know you have cancer and either they don't really come up and talk 

to you like your normal.”  Since cancer is the norm here, kids focus on everything but their disease.  The 

week- long camp is about fun, team building and making friends.  It all comes at no cost due in part to 

donations and these volunteers. 

All kids have to do is get their parents to let them come.   “You can imagine it would be pretty tough for a 

parent with a child with any illness to let them go for a week.”  So, on site nurses monitor their health and 

administer some chemo treatments and each kid has a companion with them 24/7-to make sure they're safe.  



 

 

“It's amazing to see how far advanced they are, because they've had to grow up pretty quickly.”  60% of 

kids here are undergoing some sort of treatment, this week allows them to get out of the hospital, break 

away from the norm and just enjoy being a kid. 

“You feel more relaxed then you are with a whole bunch of other people around you.”  And even though 

camp is only a week, kids tell us they make memories they'll take with them all year.  In Butler County, 

Kara Sewell, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News.  Camp quality is hosting 25 kids this week.  Each one is from 

Wichita or the surrounding area.  If you know a child with cancer or would like to become a child's 

companion at the camp 

 you can log onto camp quality Kansas dot org. 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/28/09 

6am 

Neighbors say they don't want it - the sight, the smell or the pollution and they're putting up a fight to keep 

a dairy out of their area near Cheney Lake in Reno County.  Now the state will decide.  At issue is a dairy 

Jay Hays wants to build in this open area.  He's applied for a permit that would allow about 70 cows, and 

his neighbors are voicing their opinions.  Many neighbors have signed a petition to keep the dairy out--their 

efforts paid off, because the state is now holding a public hearing before it decides whether hays can build 

the dairy.  “We went around us about six of us got signatures to get this hearing.”  “I've gone through all 

the legal channels I know of anything I was told to do I did.”  KDHE will hold the public hearing August 

13th.  It could take months before it makes a final decision.  

 

07/29/09 

5am 

It's designed for communities to take back their neighborhoods and Wichita Police are gearing up for 

another National Night Out.  Last year the event was expanded to six days and won the city national 

recognition.  This year's festival will cover five days and wrap-up with nearly 100 block parties.  

"Residents can get to know each other, neighborhoods and learn drug and crime prevention awareness, 

strengthen the neighborhood spirit and or course increase police community partnership that we have."  The 

five-day event kicks-off with a concert at the Old Town Farm and Art Market Friday evening.  Again, 

block parties are scheduled across the city August 4th.  Go to k-w-c-h dot com for the complete list of 

events. 

 

07/30/09 

6am 

Her stepfather is charged with pouring lighter fluid on her then setting her on fire. But that's not what a 

Kansas girl must focus on now.  Instead, 10-year-old Caitlyn Johnson is concentrating on her recovery after 

she was burned on much of her body and she has a new guardian.  Caitlyn's paternal grandmother was 

granted sole custody of her yesterday.  Eyewitness News reporter Alana Rocha checked in with Caitlyn 

during a therapy session.  Caitlyn Johnson defines fun a little differently these days.  Sure most ten year 

olds consider crab walking and tossing a ball a good time.  For Caitlyn it can also be painful work.  “Trying 

to grab with my left.”  “I had seen the fire trucks go down Hydraulic that morning, but I still had no idea 

that it was going to be Caitlyn.  March 14th the mobile home Caitlyn lived in with her stepfather, mother 

and three siblings went up in flames.  The fire started in Caitlyn's room. 

Recently, the Sedgwick County DA charged her stepfather - Chris Newberry - with attempted murder, 

accused of starting the blaze.  “A lot of confusion there, but we're working through it. We try to be nice to 

the therapist, right?” 

Caitlyn sees her occupational therapist five days a week.  Mike Reynolds works with Caitlyn to keep the 

forty percent of her body burned moving.  “Anyone who has this burn and the extent of it, they just can't do 

it on their own. There's just no way.”  And now Caitlyn's grandmother Linda Johnson will be there to help 

for good -- she has sole custody.  “She was having trouble walking. She's not now. She's running.”  “Why 



 

 

do you do that?  It helps straighten my arms out.”  All this counseling and therapy Linda and Caitlyn do 

together at home twice 

Everyday including massages to reduce scarring.  “Thank God I'm here to do it. And on the face massage I 

tell her, 'some people pay good money for this.'”  In the four months since the fire, Caitlyn has had eight 

surgeries. Potentially countless more lie ahead in her future. They'll have to wait till she's done growing. 

That's why it's so important she does as much healing now as she can.  “She's opened up a lot more in the 

past couple months. And she's feeling safer.” Safer and excited to start fifth grade in a few weeks.  “Are 

you looking forward to going back to school? “  Ready to face the future surrounded with a lot of help.  

“We don't look real far ahead. We're working through now.  In Wichita, Alana Rocha, KWCH 12, 

Eyewitness News.  Chris Newberry faces one count of attempted murder.  He also faces five counts of 

aggravated arson for his wife and all the children who were in the home at the time of the fire.  A judge 

ordered him not to have contact with his wife or children. All the other children are with their mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/31/09 

5am 

The city of Wichita will crack open a cold one tonight.  The city is celebrating its All-America City 

designation, and will be the first to test a new law allowing entertainment districts to serve alcohol 

outdoors.  The law allows you to only have alcohol outdoors within the Old Towne Square area.  We spoke 

with businesses who say this will allow people to walk around, mingle, see other places and make it good 

for their business.  "It'll help people know where we are.  I get more calls than anything else, 'I'm standing 

in the middle of the square, and I don't know where you are.‟  I think it'll help people know where we are."  

Four bars are taking part in tonight's festivities.  There will also be a portable bar set up in the Old Town 

Square.  And for non-drinkers, the city will hand out free ice cream and movie tickets.  For more 

information on street closures during the celebration, head to KWCH-dot com. 

 

08/01/09 

9am 

Also new this morning, a motorcycle rider is critically hurt in an accident in Reno County. The rider was 

discovered by a volunteer firefighter around 1:15 this morning near Abbyville. He was taken to a Wichita 

hospital in critical condition. Investigators believe the rider missed a curve and lost control. 

 

08/03/09 

10pm 

One town and only one fire station?  New tonight, city commissioners in El Dorado say that's not enough 

and vote to build another fire house. Here's a look at why, right now the only fire station in el dorado is at 

1st and vine tonight city commissioners voted to build another station on the west side of town. The fire 

chief says...right now it takes too long to get to some fire scenes more than seven minutes in some cases 

and we found one resident who agrees. 

Brad Newby lost his house to a fire last year by the time firefighters arrived it was too late to save the 

building, "If I was to experience the same fire again, I would hope there'd be a new station on this side of 

town."  The city hopes a FEMA grant will cover much of the one-million dollars that will cost to build a 

new station. 

 

08/04/09 

10pm 

Get to know your neighbor‟s police say its key in preventing crime. That's the goal behind national night 

out. Eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke went to one of the biggest celebrations tonight, in a 

neighborhood that says now is the time to come together. Despite the heat--they came to talk, to play, and 



 

 

to eat believe it or not you're looking at one of the best crime prevention tools out there neighbors, “That's a 

start getting to know each other.”  This is one of the biggest national night-out parties in the city, 13th and 

Oliver an area known for its crime, now an area known for the improvements it's making, “It's great to see 

that the community is doing something to enhance our area.” “It's way overdue its way overdue.” Mary 

James and Kathy Mcclish have lived in this area for years and couldn't be more excited to see their 

neighbors come together, “I think as a community we should unite and help one another out because these 

children the gangs they're our future.” While this event is all about having fun most people agree there is a 

deeper meaning because getting to know your neighbors is more important now than ever before, “This 

community has a lot of young people and we are destined to make sure they become all they can be also.”     

And it takes a neighborhood to do it, “Not just northeast part Wichita as a whole we're people helping one 

another simple as that.” In Wichita Michael Schwanke, KWCH12 eyewitness news. 

 

08/05/09 

5am 

We asked you last month, how much you'd be willing to pay for parking. Here are the results of our 

exclusive Fact-Finder 12 scientific survey. 36 percent say they won't pay anything. Forty percent said two 

dollars. Twenty two percent said five dollars. And two percent said ten dollars. No one would pay more 

than twenty dollars for parking. For a closer look at the parking map and more on the arena project, go 

online to www.kwch.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

08/06/09 

5am 

Democratic representative Delia Garcia of Wichita will be among many to waiting to see the historic 

moment. She and friends are hosting a Sotomayor watch party this afternoon. Invited guests were asked to 

"watch history in the making" at a local Mexican restaurant. 

 

08/07/09 

10pm 

T wasn't a grand flag, but it was old and high flying. A California man's neighbors were angry because his 

flag looked like this. Louis Haros put it up before his son left on a second tour of duty in Iraq. It became 

ratted and tor; .his neighbors thought it was disrespectful and wanted him to take it down. But Haros 

promised his son the flag would stay up until he was home. His son recently returned. The soldier says he's 

glad his dad honored him, despite the controversy the flag caused. And it meant a lot to me that he stood up 

for it and everything like that. And here we are, so I‟m glad to be home, glad to take it down, so that people 

can put it to rest. Several people gathered while the old flag came down. It was then replaced with a new 

one.  

 

08/08/09 

6pm 

It's been open for business for months. But today was the first public celebration for the Kansas Humane 

Society. Hundreds of people showed up to get a look at the new facility. It opened at the end of June and 

has already seen a jump in traffic and the number of animals being dropped off. Right now the humane 

society is getting, on average, about two thousand animals a month, up from 12 hundred. But at the same 

time, adoptions are staying level. 

It‟s kind of hard to compare because we have had this move to this facility but it does look like we'll be 

taking in more animals here which means we'll need more support from the public which is why we're 

holding this event, so they know exactly where their donations can go. The humane society is now open 

seven days a week. You can find a list of adoptable animals on their website. Go to kwch.com for a link. 

 

08/09/09 



 

 

10pm 

A Topeka man dies after being stung by an insect. It happened at Clinton lake Thursday night. Neighbors 

say john hart was stung by a wasp. The 63 year old started not feeling well. As his wife got ready to take to 

the hospital, he went into cardiac arrest and died. Hart didn't have a history of allergic reactions to bees or 

other insects. 

 

08/10/09 

6am 

A small Kansas town celebrates a new milestone. Arma, Kansas turns 100 this year. The small town is 

about 20 minutes north of Pittsburg. The community is making a book featuring historic photos and 

newspaper articles. It will also have a historic map and a new downtown mural. The town started out with 

railroads and coals mines. 15-hundred people live in the town. 

 

08/11/09 

10pm 

The online messaging site twitter goes down for the second time in less than a week. This afternoon's 

outage lasted about half-an-hour. Many of twitter's 250-million users had trouble logging on. A hacker shut 

down twitter last week by over-loading the system. The site was down for hours on Thursday. Twitter 

doesn't think that's what happened this time around. The company says it's working to find out if a system 

malfunction or a hacker could be to blame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

08/12/09 

Noon 

Signs directing you to the Intrust Bank arena and where to park will cost $850,000.  The Sedgwick County 

Commission also votes to reimburse the city of Wichita for the signs. The money will come from the $5 

million already set aside for parking improvements.  There will be 113 signs, some will be on the highway, 

giving drivers different options for getting downtown.  Other signs will direct drivers to parking lots and 

arena neighborhood areas.   They'll be updated ---listing the number of open spots in certain lots. 

 

08/13/09 

6am 

The Kansas Cosmosphere gets a 137-thousand dollars grant. The museum plans to use the money to add 

several interactive simulators. It will also pay for new exhibits on the space shuttle, the international space 

station and the upcoming missions to the Moon and Mars. The Cosmosphere hopes to arrange matching 

funds over the next year. The grant comes from the federal institute of museum and library services which 

supports museums around the country. 

 

08/14/09 

10pm 

Sinkhole concerns in Hutchinson‟s careyville neighborhood may force the city to close a stretch of Carey 

Boulevard. The city council votes Tuesday whether to shut down the street for a half mile, beginning at 

Williams Street. The agreement also calls for the city to buy up a property under eminent domain if the 

owners can't come to an agreement with Vig-Industries. 32 families received letters this week letting them 

know salt mining in the area left their property condemned, and that the company that owns the nearby 

mined land would buy them out. 

 

08/15/09 

8am 



 

 

 A Wichita woman wants people to know there's a need for a soup kitchen in northeast Wichita. She called 

us after hearing comments from neighbors this week opposing a second location for the Lord's Diner. This 

group met Thursday to voice their concerns about increased crime, lack of job creation, and concern about 

the 21st street re-vitalization area. But eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke found, there is another 

side, just as passionate.  

One thing Kathleen Hollins is not is shy. That‟s right. And she's not afraid to take up a fight all alone either. 

Come here! Why is that a bad idea when we have a liquor store on every other corner in the NE area? He 

don't want none of me he don't want none of me. Hollins is out here on 21st to fight for what she thinks is a 

worthy cause; a second Lord's Diner in an area she says desperately needs it. There is a need in this area for 

children especially.  

I called because that's all I‟ve heard is opposition and I know there has be other people out here like myself. 

And she hopes she's getting their attention. It would be a great thing to have the lord's diner here...when 

you see it downtown it just touches my heart. Opponents argue it would only create problems, Hollins says 

it would solve them. This can do nothing but benefit this area why they say it would make it worse.  Why? 

Those people who are opposing the Lord's Diner being here apparently they are not hungry. Hollins says 

she spent much of her life working with the underserved, and it's not about one area of town, she says it's 

about a community helping each other. Even the food banks are low so there are people not only in the NE 

area but every part of Wichita. You‟ve seen the debates, but the Lord's Diner isn't taking part. Sticking only 

to a written statement saying their mission is to feed the hungry, they've identified a need in that area, and 

are willing to work with the community to complete their mission. In Wichita Michael Schwanke, KWCH 

12 Eyewitness News. The Lord's Diner says it's seeing a greater need for its services and recently had a 

record day serving more than 600 people. Many of them were children. To see Michael‟s entire story this 

week about the Lord's Diner and a possible second location, go to our web site at www.kwch.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

A group of minority businesses want the government to withhold federal funds from the city of Wichita. 

New now, 

United Builders and Contractors Inc says the city, Sedgwick county and U-S-D 259 need to hire more 

minority contractors. The group wants money with-held until they do so. United builders say less than 500-

thousand dollars of 800-million spent last year went to African-Americans businesses. The group filed the 

complaint with the vice-president's office due to its involvement with stimulus funds. 

 

08/17/09 

8am 

A health insurance cooperative would be similar to cooperatives for energy and agriculture. They would be 

consumer-owned non-profits. The co-ops would negotiate together with health providers to set prices. The 

federal government would foot the startup costs and nothing else.   The plan could anger many of the 

president's supporters. 

They argue the only way to cover everyone and keep costs down is to provide government-run, alternative 

insurance companies.   You can read more about health care reform online. Just go to k-w-c-h dot-com 

slash health. 

      
08/18/09 

8am 

A woman in California proves age doesn't matter when it comes to strength. That was 85-year-old Shirley 

Coen lifting 55 pounds. She's the first woman in her age group to ever lift that much.  Coen is now the 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

state, national and world record holder. But she's not stopping there. Shirley plans to compete in the world 

championships in October. 

 

08/19/09 

5pm 

The recent rains have put a damper on roofing companies who are still working on hail damage. Many 

people are waiting for their roofs to be fixed after last month's hail storm in the Delano neighborhood. 

Now, roofing companies say a few days of rainy weather put them behind two to three weeks because of 

safety issues, “Climbing steep roofs is hard when it's dry so when it's wet you don't even attempt that .” 

That may mean some homes will have to deal with leaks before roofers can get to them. Roofers suggest 

putting a tarp over your roof to keep water out. 

 

08/20/09 

5pm 

Family members call the recovery of a young woman a miracle. This was the scene last march in Hill City, 

after an accident critically injured 24 year old Courtney Hensley. She was taken by helicopter to Wesley 

medical center in Wichita. But doctors did not expect her to live. They even suggested her mom call a 

family meeting, and decide to remove the feeding tubes and oxygen. Instead, the family kept praying, and a 

week later Courtney woke up. It‟s a miracle. God still does them, no medical reason she's alive or has any 

brain function. I just pray a lot to God. Ask God to help me and I have a real strong family that helps me. 

Courtney‟s rehab continues at a hospital in Gardner, Kansas. She plans to eventually write a book about her 

experience as a warning about drinking and driving. 

 

08/21/09 

5am 

There will be a groundbreaking ceremony for a law enforcement memorial this morning. The Wichita 

police chief and the Sedgwick county sheriff will be there. The memorial will be built at central and Main 

Street and will honor law enforcement officers in Sedgwick County. 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

It's your chance to help fight hunger in your own community. It‟s the Food for Kids Drive, sponsored by 

Davis Moore, Dillons, the Kansas Food Bank, and KWCH. Eyewitness News reporter Michael Schwanke 

joins us live from Dillons Market place in Wichita. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

08/23/09 

10pm 

The Wichita fire department celebrates 123 years of keeping you safe. Today, all 22 stations offered free 

birthday cake. Visitors could also check out the fire trucks and get their blood pressure checked. So what 

did the firefighters like most about today? "I think it‟s just meeting the people, letting them come in, letting 

the guys show off what they have.  A lot of times it‟s just having the little kids come in and seeing what all 

we have." The department has a lot more people than when it started.  More than 4-hundred men and 

women are part of the department. 

 

08/24/09 

5pm 

Only one proposal remains for a state owned casino to be built in Sumner County. Developer lakes Kansas 

pulled its proposals for Mulvane and Wellington today. The remaining proposal by Chisholm creek calls 

for a casino to be built at the Mulvane exit of the turnpike. The Kansas lottery commission is expected to 

approve a contract with Chisholm Creek tomorrow. 

 

08/25/09 



 

 

5pm 

Sumner County is sixty days out from final approval for a casino. Today the lottery approved a contract 

with Foxwoods to build the Chisholm Creek casino at the Mulvane exit of the turnpike. It's a necessary step 

to move the application to the lottery review board...which will ultimately decide if the casino should be 

built. Chisholm Creek is the only Sumner County application still in the running...because the other two 

pulled out. They instead joined forces with Chisholm Creek in order to fund the project. 

 

08/26/09 

5pm 

The Transportation Department says the popular Cash for Clunkers program generated nearly 700,000 new 

car sales and came under the $3 billion budget for the month long program. The government said 

Wednesday dealers submitted 690,114 vouchers totaling $2.88 billion in the program, which ended 

Tuesday.  Japanese automakers Toyota, Honda and Nissan accounted for 41 percent of the new vehicle 

sales, outpacing Detroit automakers General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, which had nearly 39 percent. The 

Toyota Corolla was the most popular new vehicle purchased under the program, followed by the Honda 

Civic, Toyota Camry and Ford Focus. The car incentive program offered consumers rebates of $3,500 or 

$4,500 to trade in a gas-guzzler in exchange for buying a new car. 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

Police in Nebraska ask Wichita police for advice because a protest is planned outside an abortion clinic 

there. The crowd outside Dr. Leroy Carhart's clinic is expected to be large. Wichita police dealt with large 

crowds outside dr. tiller's clinic in the 1990's during the summer of mercy. Nebraska authorities say they're 

prepared. They've known about the planned protest for a while. They met with w-p-d back in July, "no 

matter what side you're on, what you views of this issue is, we're about public safety for everybody 

involved and that's what our plans include." Dr. Carhart came to Wichita to finish up work at Dr. Tiller's 

clinic after he was shot to death.  Carhart has said he would like to open a clinic in Wichita. We talked with 

his office today and at the moment the focus is on the Nebraska office and is still in the process of looking 

at options in Wichita. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 

There are four other major highway projects k-dot is funding with stimulus dollars. K-61 in Mcpherson 

County. U-S 69 in Overland Park, K-23 in Gove County and k-18 between Fort Riley and Manhattan.  The 

Wichita area is also receiving 40 million dollars in stimulus funding. The money will be spent on highway, 

transit, rail and aviation projects. See the list at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

Residents and business owners waited for years. Today they learn what changes will be made on one of the 

most dangerous bridges in Wichita. Federal stimulus money will fund the reconstruction on the 47th street 

Bridge in South Wichita. It will cost 16 million dollars for new stop lights, extra lanes, and new bridges 

from Broadway to Lulu. It could take two years to complete the project. Residents say when it's done, 

they'll be safer. Business owners say it will bring in more customers. It will make it a lot safer to go over 

there and less traffic congestion. The traffic counts will increase down here. Anytime the traffic counts 

increase, normally your business increases. Destruction and construction of the bridge starts next month. 

 

08/30/09 

10pm 

He Sedgwick County Zoo helps get rid of all of those old phone books. The old directories are turned into 

new directories, pet bedding, even roof shingles. The parking lots at the zoo filled up by early afternoon 



 

 

with people wanting to drop off their old, un-needed phone books. Patsy Wiser, with AT&T, says she's 

surprised by how many people showed up. We have one real big bin out here that we thought would be the 

only one we would use, but now we got several bins full. People with phone books received free admission 

to the zoo. 

 

08/31/09 

6pm 

The Newton VFW may lose its liquor license, but not yet. Because the post is appealing the city's decision 

to revoke its license, it is still allowed to serve alcohol until the appeal is processed by the court. Last 

February, Newton police wanted to do a random check of the post during an event, but people inside 

wouldn't allow officers in right away. Any institution with a liquor license must allow police in for checks 

immediately. 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

Holly is laughing at what they call it vulturing.  “Just circle the lot. Try to find people that are walking from 

the student center to the lot.”Are they going to go to their car, are they going to go to their car? It's an old 

complaint at Wichita state not enough parking, close to class. This year things are extra tight and students 

can blame the construction of a new baseball complex.  University officials say it‟s taking up at least 150 

spaces that were previously used for student parking. Students say that means they have to show up for 

class much earlier. 

“My class starts at 930 and I am here at 910 so 20 minutes early to find a parking spot.” University officials 

say there are about 75-hundred parking spaces on campus about half the number of students. Officials say 

that's enough for everyone -- but admit not all spaces are as close as students would like. 

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

A wedding in just weeks is nerve wracking enough; imagine learning- the store where you bought your 

dress is closed. Brides from across Kansas headed to emporia   to line up outside Madelynn's bridal shop. 

The state is trying to recover more than 97-thousand dollars in back taxes. It seized the store's cash, 

personal property and merchandise and shut the doors. "I had everything planned and then this happened I 

am just so mad." I thought I was ahead of the game, and I had all my dresses done and everything and then 

I found this out definitely throws a loop. But aor one of the lucky brides- she got her gown.      

Customers who didn't get their dresses were told they'd have to get refunds from the shop's owner--after the 

state finishes collecting its money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

 A wedding in just weeks is nerve wracking enough. Imagine learning the store where you bought your 

dress is closed. Brides from across Kansas head to Emporia to line up outside Madelynn's Bridal Shop. The 

state is trying to recover more than 97-thousand dollars in back taxes. It seized the store's cash, personal 

property and merchandise and shut the doors, “I had everything planned and then this happened I am just so 

mad. I thought I was ahead of the game, and I had all my dresses done and everything and then I found this 

out definitely throws a loop.” Graf was one of the lucky brides, she got her gown. Customers who didn't get 

their dresses were told they'd have to get refunds from the shop's owner, after the state finishes collecting 

its money. 

 



 

 

09/04/09 

Noon 

Lightning starts a house on fire in far east Wichita this morning. The fire was in a home in the 1700 block 

of limestone lane, that's near Crestview Country Club. Someone saw the fire from a couple of blocks away 

and called it in. The roof and rafter have damage, but no one was hurt and damage didn't spread beyond 

that.  

 

09/05/09 

8am 

The Kansas labor secretary, Jim Garner, says the state is positioned for jobs in energy and biosciences 

when the recovery comes. Garner talked about the state's unemployment numbers today. It stood at seven 

point seven percent in July. That's the second straight month it topped seven percent. Kansas expects to run 

out of unemployment money by the end of the year. Since January, the fund paid out 230 million dollars. 

Only about 335 million is left in the fund. 

 

09/06/09 

10pm 

New now. The votes are in and Independence, Kansas narrowly misses the title of "Best Tennis Town" in 

America. The U-S tennis association announced the winner within the last hour. Midland, Michigan took 

first place while Independence came in third. The contest ranked cities and towns based on passion and 

excitement for the sport. Independence will receive a$25-thousand dollar grant for their local tennis 

programs.  

 

09/07/09 

5am 

It's Labor Day and many places are closed. Wichita City offices, Summer County offices, and Haysville 

City offices are closed for today. If you need anything, they will reopen tomorrow morning. Other places in 

town are not open today such as park recreation centers, Great Plains Nature Center, the ice center, 

Cowtown, and neighborhood city halls. Also, transit services are not running today. The Wichita public 

libraries, CityArts, and the Mid-American All-Indian Center are closed. But a few places will remain open 

for your enjoyment. You can visit Botanica, municipal golf courses, and the animal shelter. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

A Cheney man is recovering at home after a rattlesnake bit him on the foot. Doug Wewe was bit Sunday 

night while watching fireworks near Lake Cheney. His foot quickly swelled up to twice its size and the pain 

shot up his leg. The closest hospital to their home is in Kingman, but it didn't have anti-venom.  So Wewe 

was driven to Wesley in Wichita. His wife Shasta says, the 16 years they've been in Cheney, she's never 

seen a rattlesnake, “It's just really scary, we play outside all the time, we have animals and we're outside all 

the time.” Kansas Parks and Wildlife Authorities say because of the unusually cool summer, rattlesnakes 

are coming out early to keep themselves warm.   They also say baby rattlesnakes are just as poisonous as an 

adult and their bite can be even more dangerous because they can't regulate how much venom they release. 

You should never handle or kick one. Doug Wewe's foot is expected to be okay, he was released from the 

hospital last night. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

Today 9-9-09 was a special day for one Wichita family. Julia Bayouth celebrated her 90th birthday today.  

Her family held a birthday party for her this evening, “I have received cards, flowers. I didn't dream I'd hear 

from some of these people. It's been wonderful." Bayouth was born in 1919 in Tennessee, although she's 

spent most of her adult life here in Kansas. 

 



 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

A donation to Goodwill in Miami had workers doing a double-take. A bronze life-size statue of a ballerina - 

worth half-a-million dollars! The ballerina statue is one of ten produced decades ago. Owners of the statues 

include famous families and universities. Goodwill is returning the statue to the donor. Officials there say 

they can't sell it because the owner didn't know what it worth when it was donated. 

 

09/11/09 

8am 

Officials say delays and detours should be expected during large projects. The city of Wichita and K-DOT 

say they talk to each other about construction projects and how they'll affect each other.  For a look at 

current projects, those about to start, and when they'll be finished head to K-W-C-H DOT-COM slash 

WEB. 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

A Wichita business will re-open today, even without a controversial card game. In July Highlands 

Gastropub and Cardroom closed after it was forced to suspend the game Kandu. A judge is currently trying 

to determine if the game is legal. Owners had said not being able to play the game will cost them one-

thousand dollars a day. Now they say, in the meantime, the business will re-open in a limited capacity 

without Kandu. 

 

09/13/09 

10pm 

K-S-O-K radio out of Cowley County spoke with family members of another Kansas soldier...they confirm 

23 year old Sgt. Tyler Juden died in Afghanistan on Saturday.  Juden was a sniper and squad leader on his 

last tour of duty.  

He attended Arkansas City schools. He graduated in 2004. 

 

09/14/09 

10pm 

Another attack in Afghanistan killed a soldier from parsons in southeast Kansas. 23-year-old specialist 

Daniel Lee Cox was killed Saturday after his truck was hit by an i-e-d...then attacked by insurgents. Years 

after he graduated high school, his teachers remember how he always knew what he wanted to do, "He was 

never afraid he wasn't afraid of it at all matter of fact he had an attitude that he was going to go over there 

and he was going to take care of business." Cox decided to join the army during his senior year at Parsons 

high school. 

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

He was supposed to be at work instead a convicted sex offender was caught at the Kansas state fair. 22-

year-old Joseph Ramsey pleaded guilty last week to sexually assaulting two teenagers. He was under house 

arrest until his sentencing. But a court officer spotted Ramsey at the state fair Friday. Because he was 

scheduled to be at work, Ramsey's electronic monitoring device recorded that he left the house but it 

doesn't record where he goes. A judge revoked Ramsey's bond and he's now back in jail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

09/16/09 

8am 



 

 

People in this Wichita neighborhood say it's about time. City council members approved opening bids to 

build the Nomar international marketplace...at 21st and market. The marketplace will allow businesses to 

set up stands and will allow the neighborhood a place to hold cultural events and show off the area's 

diversity. Businesses owners in the area say the neighborhood is in need of something like this. “The city 

has grown a lot, in a lot of ways so we need that growth here on this side of two with new stores and new 

types of businesses of anything, you know, it will be good.” Both public and private money will pay for the 

project. The market could open as soon as next may. 

 

09/17/09 

5am 

The state begins its decision process on whether to allow this casino for Sumner County. This is the only 

proposal left. The lottery review board held a public hearing on it Wednesday. The casino would be phased 

in with slots, table games and a few restaurants. Many also want a hotel but developers say they haven't 

found a third party to build one yet. Residents are split on whether the project is worth it. It's too small for 

one thing and too many if ands and buts along the way.  That's my theory.  I think it's the only proposal 

Sumner County is going to have. This is their last chance. The review board will make its decision on the 

casino in December. 

 

09/18/09 

6pm 

The national survey of homeless assistance providers and clients says veterans account for about 23-percent 

of all homeless in America. The VA estimates there are 131-thousand homeless veterans on any given 

night. They say there are many factors behind it, including lingering effects of post-traumatic stress 

disorder, substance abuse and a lack of social support networks. 

 
09/19/09 

10pm 

Dozens of people spent their evening at Wichita‟s Bishop Carroll High School. They were there to raise 

money for Kyrie Foundation. The foundation fights brain cancer in children. Tonight's event featured a 

two-mile twilight stroll. There were also games for the kids and a silent auction.      

 

09/20/09 

10pm 

Flags will fly at half-staff for two days this week in honor of two Kansas soldiers. Sergeant Tyler Juden of 

Winfield and specialist Daniel Cox of parsons died in Afghanistan. Juden died in a firefight with the 

Taliban September 12th. Cox lost his life in a roadside bombing the same day. Flags will be lowered 

tomorrow and Tuesday, the day each is buried. 
 

09/21/09 

6am 

Closer to home, flags will fly at half staff to honor two Kansas soldiers who died while serving their 

country. Flags are to be lowered today and Tuesday to remember Sergeant Tyler Juden of Winfield and 

Specialist Daniel Cox of Parsons. Both died in Afghanistan. Juden was killed in a firefight with the Taliban 

September 12th. Cox lost his life in a roadside bombing the same day. The two men will be buried in the 

next two days.      

 

09/22/09 

5pm 

Sergeant Tyler Juden is laid to rest today. The Ark City man lost his life in Afghanistan on September 12th. 

His funeral was held at Cowley College. He was a former student of the school. His body arrived back 

home yesterday. Many in Ark City lined the streets to pay their respects as his casket went by. Juden was 

23 years old and was a sniper for the army. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 



 

 

 

09/23/09 

5am 

Soldiers from the First Infantry Division are back at Fort Riley after a Tuesday morning homecoming. Over 

the next few days, about one-thousand soldiers from the Dagger Brigade will return to the fort. The first 

group came home yesterday morning around two. Another group returned last night. Two more groups will 

get back on Thursday. The "Daggers" spent the past 12 months in Baghdad. 

 

09/24/09 

10pm 

An explosion at an oil field this morning sends two workers to the hospital with burns. When emergency 

crews arrived at the well near Bluff City, the fire was already out. Crews had to fly one of the workers to a 

Wichita hospital. Both are said to have non-life threatening injuries. 

 

09/25/09 

5pm 

Local car dealers are seeing the cash for clunkers program pay off. Rusty Eck Ford says it‟s almost 

received all the government owes it. An executive from ford was at the Dealership today.  Steve Ling says 

he's on a 100 city tour to promote the new Taurus. We asked him about Cash for Clunkers today. He says it 

was good for dealers all across the country. Basically we sold out most of our small cars and the Escape 

SUV, so from the dealer standpoint and I think the government standpoint, it did exactly what it was 

supposed to do. Ling says Ford is seeing the light at the end of the tunnel in terms of the economy. It's even 

building a new plant. The 490 million dollar facility will go up in China. It will produce the Focus there. 

 

09/26/09 

8am 

John Cox shows off some of his creatures at Exploration Place. He makes the animatronics for TV, movies 

and commercials. It normally takes eight to twelve weeks to complete one of the robots. If you or your kids 

think making monsters sounds like fun. You might already know how to do it at least part of it. Whether 

they sculpt, paint, do fabric work, make teddy bears, all of that is here. We even cover the engineering side 

of it. Essentially, this is a plane, in the shape of a dinosaur. Cox says he's best known for making replica 

animals. He won an academy award for his work on "Babe." 

 

09/27/09 

530pm 

Good evening, I'm Denise Hnytka. Wichita police look for a man who robbed a local salvation army. It 

happened just before ten last night at this store on 31st street south and Seneca. Police say the man may 

have been hiding inside the building so he could rob it after closing time. The robber knocked down an 

employee who was locking up for the night. He made off with two bank bags full of cash. The employee 

wasn't hurt. Police haven't made any arrests.  

 

09/28/09 

5pm 

A consumer watch alert tonight about a scam that targets Kansas veterans. A caller tells vets that the 

department of veterans‟ affairs needs their credit card information to update its prescription records. The 

caller says the V-A recently changed its procedures and that's why it needs credit card numbers. The V-A 

says none of that is true and 

it warns those calls are not coming from V-A officials and reminds people to never give out personal and 

financial information over the phone. Call your nearest V-A if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

09/29/09 

Noon 

County officials want public feedback about parking downtown. Century 2 will host an open house from 4 

to 7 this afternoon. Officials want to hear what the public thinks about the newly released downtown 

parking and mobility plan. The plan focuses on future downtown development including parking around 

the new Intrust Bank Arena. 

 

09/30/09 

Noon 

The next time to Topeka you'll have fewer places to light up. The Topeka city council approved a smoking 

ban. It bans smoking at indoor businesses. Private homes and buildings are exempt unless they are used for 

child care, adult day care or a health care facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

07/01/09 

6am 

There's another round of layoffs for the biggest employer in Harvey County. The city administrator in 

Hesston told us AGCO plans to cut as many as 130 jobs.  That's in addition to layoffs announced last 

month. AGCO makes farm equipment. The company was hiring people this time last year, but now says 

demand for its products is way down. 

 

07/02/09 

5am 

Aviation is the hardest hit industry when it comes to layoffs. The workforce alliance is tracking layoffs in 

these counties, including Sedgwick, and here's what it found between October first and July first. 13-

thousand-65 jobs cuts, of all those layoffs, more than 10-thousand came from the aviation industry. The 

workforce alliance says the layoffs make up 26 percent of aviation's total jobs. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

Thirty six thousand dollars in overtime. That's how much two Kansas lottery employees made in just one 

year. Those findings came out of a new state audit. The lottery chief says it was the result of a computer 

software problem that has been fixed. The audit found the state paid more than 13-million dollars in 

overtime pay in the 2007-2008 fiscal year.  Most was from the department of transportation. 

 

07/04/09 

8am 

We may be in a recession; I just love it every year. But you would never know it standing in this maize 

firework tent. I have seen the sales pick up every day and tonight it will be a madhouse. Despite the 

economy--Don Wharton expects sales at his church's tent to be as strong year‟s past. I think people need a 

little release. Customers agree. Reggie Powell just got back from Iraq this week.  He'll celebrate the fourth 

for the first time in two years. 

Very excited to be home with family. He‟s not surprised that firework sales are expected to be up this year. 

I think in difficult times people need to celebrate and the fourth means so much for every American. They 

may not go to some expensive trip but they'll still be together. And they'll do it around an American 

pastime--that seems to be recession proof. In Maize, Michael Schwanke KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. 

 
07/05/09 

10pm 

The bang of July fourth is over but this afternoon, the fireworks sales boom was still in full swing. 

Eyewitness News reporter Kara Sewell takes us to one fireworks stand the day after to see how vendors 

balance customers while cleaning up. At firework stands, Sunday afternoon, its closing time. All in all I 

would rate this as our easiest year. Stand operator, Guy Clarkson worked 9 days straight. Still, the hardest 

part, for him, is packing up what's left. We didn't quite have enough products, oddly enough, even though it 

looks like there‟s a lot going back. But as crews prepare to take down the tent, shoppers stream in. 

Scrambling to buy leftovers, priced to sell. We always need more. We're buying fireworks because we 

didn't get to light any yesterday. By Sunday afternoon all that was really left were sparklers and poppers but 

with such great deals shoppers didn't mind.  At this fireworks stand in Andover, July fifth can bring just as 

many customers as the days leading up to it. The going rate right now is 15 dollars for anything you can fit 

into a basket. With no limit, people grabbed plenty. I think it‟s amazing. The last from four o'clock on, on 

the fourth everyone comes in and says hey, how about ten percent off, make that twenty, as a matter of fact 

you can just pay me and I will shoot them off for you. No matter what kind of deal they struck--vendors 

were just glad most of their fireworks went out in shopping bags instead of shipping boxes. Inventory from 

the stand is shipped to states that allow fireworks year round. While Guy Clarkson tells us sales were up he 

says theft was too. Next year they plan to step up security efforts. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

07/06/09 

The state of Kansas will borrow from itself to pay the bills. The state finance council agreed to let the 

governor transfer 7-hundred million dollars into the main bank account. The money comes from various 

funds-it will be repaid by the end of June 2010. The transfer allows the state to keep paying bills on time, 

pay tax refunds and make payments to school districts. Kansas lawmakers blocked a similar move by 

Governor Sibelius in February until she agreed to sign their budget bill. 

 

07/07/09 

6pm 

The El Dorado city commission agrees with the people and decides to offer home buyers tax breaks to 

stimulate the housing market. Last night, commissioners switched gears from giving home builders the 

incentives. Instead, they voted to give anyone wanting a newly built home in the city a 95-percent tax 

rebate for five years. This way, the city manager says it benefits anyone who wants to live in El Dorado. 

The commission will finalize the plan later this month. 

 

07/08/09 

5am 

Dozens of workers at a Hesston plant learn they're out of a job.  We first told you last week Agco planned 

another round of layoffs.  Now the company is cutting 154 jobs -- all of them hourly employees.  Agco 

makes farm equipment.  It's also cutting hours for remaining workers. The company was hiring this time 

last year but since then told us demand for its equipment has dropped. 

 

07/09/09 

5am 

If you're planning a trip, even if it's several months away, now is the time to book it if you want to save. 

Airtran and other airlines are offering some of the best deals in 15 years. They‟re slashing prices hoping 

you decide to fly, despite the economy. So what do you have to do? Eyewitness News reporter Michael 

Schwanke explains 

For the consumer Watch. Airlines need your business and they are cutting prices to get it. If you have to fly 

in next several months, now is the time to buy. It comes down to money. Maria Spivey knows how to find a 

deal, with four kids flying isn't cheap. She‟s excited to hear about the new deals being offered. Airlines like 

Airtran, Frontier and Allegiant, all offering big deals right now. The price cuts were started by Southwest, 

and other airlines followed. A bad economy means fewer people are flying. Traveltime agent Suzanne 

Krause says that's good news for passengers. Everybody isn't sure what's going on they don't want to plan 

to far ahead because of jobs, the airlines are forcing their hand saying this is such a good deal you have to 

book. If you want a deal, you need to move quickly, most expire within a week or two. Frontier, you need 

to book by July 14
th

. Airtran, by July 9
th

. Allegiant, by July 22nd. Some of airlines are offering deals as low 

as 39 dollars.  I searched and didn't find them that cheap in Wichita but did find some for 50 to 70 dollars. 

We have links on our web site at kwch.com. Michael Schwanke KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. Although 

the deals have to book soon, you can travel for those prices through the end of year.  

 

07/10/09 

5am 

The John Morrell meat packing plant closes in Great Bend. Yesterday was the last day for employees.  275 

workers are now out of a job. Employees say they were told about the closure in February. Still, some say 

there's no way to be fully prepared for something like this. The way our economy is and the way our town 

is there aren't very many jobs open right now so I'm not prepared too much but we'll just have to take it day 

by day I guess to see what you can find and what's available. John Morrell says it is moving operations to 

other facilities to save money and remain competitive. 
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07/11/09 

9am 

In this morning's aviation watch, Cessna says it will give 10 million dollars in incentives back, after it 

officially cancels the citation Columbus business jet. The company received the incentives from Wichita 

and Sedgwick County, to build the aircraft here. It was expected to create one thousand jobs, but, because 

of the economy, Cessna's suspended plans for the plane in April. Yesterday, the company officially 

canceled the project. The company confirms it will pay back 10 million in incentives by the end of the 

month. 

 

07/12/09 

10pm 

We open the consumer watch with the cheapest gas in the country. A gallon of unleaded now costs two-

dollars 18 cents a gallon in Wichita. That‟s nearly a 40-cent drop from a month ago. Experts say summer 

gas prices have likely peaked. Prices normally hit their high around the Fourth of July. Last year at this 

time, gas was near 4-dollars a gallon. 

 

07/13/09 

5am 

We open the consumer watch with good news, gas prices are going down. A gallon of unleaded now costs 

two-dollars 18 cents a gallon in Wichita. That‟s one of the cheapest in the country and nearly a 40-cent 

drop from a month ago. Experts say summer gas prices have likely peaked. Prices normally hit their high 

around the Fourth of July. Last year at this time, gas was near 4-dollars a gallon. 

 

07/14/09 

5am 

While Monday starts the work week for most of us, yesterday starts a three week shutdown for a Hesston 

company. 

 Agco workers will stay home until next month as the company tries to save money-- the same company 

that cut 154 jobs last week.  Eyewitness News reporter Rebecca Gannon shows us how all this affects 

anyone relying on Agco.  

She continues our coverage.  Just like Jessica Dyche slices through the celery at D'Angelo's Pizzeria, the 

three week shut down at Harvey County's largest employer is slicing into the restaurant's profits.  The pizza 

from Monday's lunch sits un-eaten on the buffet and that could continue through the end of the month.   

“Probably over the next couple weeks it'll be dropping quite a bit.  Because they're a big portion of our 

lunch.”  Across town, Mary Smith says she won't be brewing up coffee for her regular customers and that 

could roast the bottom line at Lincoln Perk. 

“Overall, everyone in Hesston is affected.  Agco is a big presence here, and we do miss when they're not in 

town.”    

 Ag-co says its 3 week production shutdown will help the company save on costs.  So while you may think 

it's a difficult time to build Agco equipment, imagine trying to sell it.  And those combines - the 65 series -- 

they're all made at Agco in Hesston - built from the ground up in Hesston.   Gerald Funk's worked with and 

sold Agco products for years in Hillsboro.  He says the major expansion Agco went through a year ago -- 

coupled with the sudden downturn in the economy -- has people waiting to buy the equipment that sits on 

his lot.  “We have people looking at new - but they're a year down the road.  And it's not -- we have to get 

into the mode where we're looking ahead a little further, and helping them plans their business.”  Planning, 

waiting, and budgeting are things a lot of businesses are doing these days.  Rebecca Gannon, KWCH12, 

Eyewitness News.  The shut down applies to people on the production side only.  Employees will report 

back to work at the end of July.  The company says it now employs about 13 hundred people. 



 

 

 

07/15/09 

6am 

Boeing's facing job cuts.  The announcement came yesterday from the head of the integrated defense 

systems. 

A memo sent out this week says about one thousand jobs will be cut because of pentagon budget 

reductions.  It also says the move is needed to keep the company competitive.  We don't know if the 

Wichita plant will be affected. These cuts are in addition to the 10-thousand layoffs being announced 

earlier this year. 
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07/16/09 

6am 

A slow economy, high gas prices, and layoffs - the Kansas lottery is not immune.  It announced sales are 

down more than six million dollars from last fiscal year.   Why should you care?  Most of that money is 

used for economic development and other state programs.   The state says Keno was way down, about 9 

percent, and blames some of that on smoking.  It says smoking bans have affected play.  The Heritage 

restaurant in Wichita, which still allows smoking, can see why it would have an effect.  The lottery also 

says high gas prices have affected sales.  

 

07/17/09 

5am 

Westar Energy applies for millions in stimulus money.  The company says it will use the 20-million dollars 

to build a more efficient delivery system.  The money would come from a part of the stimulus set aside for 

upgrading the nation's power grids.  Smart-grid technology allows the system to automatically identify 

problems and re-route power if necessary.  Westar provides electricity to 681-thousand customers in 

Kansas. 

 

07/18/09 

8am 

The economy has sent the state's unemployment rate up once again. Unemployment hit seven percent in 

June. That‟s up from 6.9 percent in May, and just 4.4 percent last June. The rate is even higher in Sedgwick 

County, which recorded a nearly 9 percent unemployment rate in June. And state labor officials say 

Kansans are receiving 20-million dollars in unemployment benefits a week. Go to or website 

www.kwch.com to see a breakdown of the unemployment rates by county. 

 

07/20/09 

6am 

There's some good news out of the motor city this morning where about one hundred new jobs will be 

created at a G-M facility south of Detroit. Workers will assemble battery packs there for the company's new 

rechargeable electric car, the Chevrolet Volt.  It's due in showrooms late next year. 

 

 

07/21/09 

6am 

Some Wichitans may soon find out if they'll have to find a new post office.  The postmaster tells us less 

mail and the economy mean the post office has to consider consolidating its two smallest branches to save 

money.  Customers with a PO Box will be able to transfer it to another branch and the post office wants to 

hear from you -- it plans to hold public meetings.  Right now it's considering shutting down the north 

Wichita branch near 23rd and Arkansas      and the Chisholm branch near Seneca and Pawnee.  A final 

decision should come by the end of the year. 

 



 

 

07/22/09 

6am 

Usually, the state tells businesses what they can and can't do but yesterday, it was the other way around.  

Governor Mark Parkinson hosted a round table discussion with about 10 businesses.  He says wants to 

know what the state can do to help industries.  He says it's important to keep commerce in Wichita because 

it is the most important manufacturing hub in the state and the recession is affecting it.  “So we're a lagging 

indicator.  But we can't do well as a state if Wichita doesn't do well.” The unemployment rate in Sedgwick 

County is 8-point-8 percent, compared to the statewide 7 percent.  The governor plans to have more 

discussions across the state every 3 months as long as the recession continues. 

 

07/23/09 

6am 

Boeing posts a stronger than expected second quarter profit yesterday.  The company earned close to a 

billion dollars from April to June.  That's a 17-percent increase over the same time last year.  Boeing says 

defense sales helped off-set a continued slowdown in commercial aviation.  The company is cutting 10-

thousand jobs and scaling back production on some planes.  Boeing plans to cut 8-hundred jobs in Wichita 

by year's end. 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

07/24/09 

5am 

In a few months, you'll be able to gamble in Dodge City. Workers broke ground on the Boot Hill Casino 

and Resort in January. Phase one is set to open this December. The casino will include slot machines, table 

games two restaurants and two bars. Boot Hill is the only state approved site to actually go through with 

expanded gambling plans.  

 

07/25/09 

10pm 

Kansas and Oklahoma team up to bring in more foreign tourists. A German film crew recently shot a 

documentary about the heartland. It highlights the Flint Hills and the Santa Fe Trail, and will air in 

Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Travel experts say many tourists come to the heartlands looking for an 

authentic old west experience. The government says 35-thousand overseas travelers came to Kansas last 

year alone. 
 

07/26/09 

10pm 

 New at ten, the head of Cessna says the private plane market is leveling off.  Jack Pelton says orders are up 

and cancellations are down.  Pelton expects new plane deliveries to hit their low next year and climb after 

that. 

Meantime, Cessna's parent company continues to shoot down rumors Textron will sell Cessna.  President 

Scott Donnelly says he's confident Cessna will emerge from the recession stronger than before. 

 

07/27/09 

5am 

In the next few weeks, Governor Parkinson, lawmakers and k-dot begin work on the state's next 

comprehensive transportation plan.  It will lay out projects cities, counties and the state want done in the 

next ten years.  The biggest problem may be finding money to pay for it all.  The new plan could be smaller 

than those in years past. 

 

07/28/09 

5am 

Thousands of Quiktrip employees in Kansas and eight other states should expect more money.  After a 

Labor Department investigation, Quiktrip agreed to pay current and former workers the overtime they 

earned but never got.  The convenience store company blames a computer glitch for not giving the 

employees the bonus credit they earned in store's mystery shopper program.  The company will pay 750-

thousand dollars to more than 38-hundred workers. 



 

 

 

07/29/09 

5am 

85 Kansas communities applied but only ten will get federal stimulus money to hire more police officers.  

The program is called COPS -- Community Oriented Policing Services.  Kansas Law Enforcement 

agencies had requested more than 34 million dollars to hire 205 police officers but the feds only approved a 

little over five million dollars -- enough to hire 29 officers statewide.  That means two more officers in 

Wichita -- the city will get 409-thousand dollars.  Topeka will get enough money to hire seven officers and 

Kansas City will get enough for 12 officers.  

 

07/30/09 

5am 

He got millions of dollars from the city of Wichita.  City leaders join theater owner Bill Warren at his 

newly remodeled theater in Old Town.  Last year Warren said he would have to close the location if he 

didn't get help from the city.  The City Council approved a six-million dollar loan to help.  Warren used the 

money to upgrade to fully digital theaters and replace Oscar's Sports Bar with a special showcase 

auditorium.  "It's probably easier to go out in the middle of a wheat field like we've done and build a theater 

then to build in the downtown area."   But it's absolutely 100% vital that we have a vibrant downtown 

Wichita."  Tickets to see a movie in the showcase theater will be 10 dollars, one dollar more than in the 

regular auditoriums. 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

07/31/09 

6am 

Wichita faces a 13-million dollar deficit next year.  One way the city hopes to balance the budget is to fire 

parks employees.  Wichita plans to lay off 66 people and replace them with contract mowers.  Paul Adams 

may be one of those let go.  He says park employees are taking the brunt of the city's cutbacks and doesn't 

think that's fair.  "Please be fair. It's not fair to our department. It's not fair to the citizens. There's a lot of 

work out here that needs to be done."  The city says hiring contract mowers will save one million dollars a 

year.  Adams doesn't believe that is true. 

He wants the City Council to take another look at the issue before deciding on the cutbacks.  Adams plans 

to voice his concerns at next week's council meeting.  For more on Wichita's budget problems and a 

breakdown of proposed cuts, head to k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

08/01/09 

8am 

41 employees will be without a job when coca cola closes one of its Wichita plants. 60 day notices were 

just handed out here. The company blames it on the economy. Those losing jobs will be offered severance 

packages. 

 

08/02/09 

10pm 

New, at ten, many Kansans are still waiting for their unemployment benefits. A state website says as of 

Thursday, workers were processing applications received in the middle of June. The delay involves tier 2 

applications for emergency unemployment compensation. The state is running about 4-weeks behind on 

claims. When applications are approved, payments will be made retro-actively. 

  

08/03/09 

10pm 

From a few dollars to many thousands. The list of creditors for rainbows united is long. The non-profit 

agency filed for bankruptcy last week after it discovered misleading internal financial 

information...including failure to pay more than 2 million dollars in taxes. The group helps special needs 

children and it owes money to a variety of businesses  

like countryside Lawn and Tree Care. The landscape company takes care of all Rainbow properties and 

says the group's been a good customer for years.   It hopes to continue the relationship after the finances are 



 

 

sorted out, “We're in good faith also and hope they do the same.  And hope we can continue doing business 

and get back on track.” Go to KWCH-dot-com to find a complete list of more than 200 creditors. 

 

08/04/09 

10pm 

One thing that won't be closing next year is the Kansas Coliseum. Sedgwick County commissioners 

restored funding for the pavilions in the 2010 budget. They'll officially approve the budget tomorrow 

morning. The manager originally recommended closing the facility to save money. Commissioners said 

that wasn't an option after hearing from hundred of concerned citizens. 

 

08/05/09 

Noon 

Sedgwick County property taxes will be reduced and the Kansas Coliseum will stay open. County 

commissioners approved the 2010 budget today. They restored almost six hundred thousand dollars to run 

the coliseum...through arena sales tax funds. They also cut property taxes a half mill, saving owners of a 

one hundred thousand dollar home about six dollars year. 

 
08/06/09 

10pm 

Senators refuel the cash for clunkers program. They voted tonight to put another 2-billion dollars into it. 

That would probably let half a million family‟s cash-in by trading in their old clunkers for new fuel 

efficient cars. President Obama now has to sign the bill. The extra money should last through Labor Day 
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08/07/09 

10pm 

The national unemployment rates for the month of July are in, and many hope it's a sign the economy is 

turning around. You can see the drop from June to July isn't much...but it's the first decline in more than a 

year.  It was 9-point-5 percent in June and 9 point 4 percent in July. It was an unexpected drop; forecasters 

predicted the rates would rise in July. President Barack Obama says the new numbers are a point in the 

right direction but he says it's not a true economic recovery until the nation stops losing jobs.  

 

08/08/09 

8am 

New at six. The city of Wichita receives overwhelming response, after it re-opens a rental assistance 

program. Last Friday hundreds lined up at the Wichita State metro-plex to sign up for the section 8 

program. And in just one week, more than three-thousand people have submitted applications. The program 

re-opened last Friday after being closed for more than a year-and-a-half, and the response is nearly triple 

the last time the program was open in 2007. Officials say it's all because of the local economy. Many 

people said that they were there because their homes have been foreclosed and some said that they were 

there because their unemployment benefits had run out and they didn't have any other options. You can still 

submit applications, either in person at the Housing and Community Services Department, or apply on-line. 

We've put a link at kwch.com 

 

08/10/09 

5am 

Starting today, Allegiant airlines will no longer offer flights from Wichita to Las Vegas on Wednesdays. 

Allegiant says it often cuts back on flights as the travel season winds down. Some people already booked 

their flights. The airline's spokesperson says the change affected a small number of people. 

 

08/11/09 

10pm 

New at ten, furloughs at the Kansas City Star. The paper's publisher says most of its employees will have to 

take one-week of unpaid leave by the end of the year. The star will also offer another round of employees‟ 



 

 

buyouts.  In March... the paper announced 150 layoffs.  The star is owned by McClatchy which also owns 

the Wichita Eagle. 

The furloughs and buyouts are not being implemented company-wide. 

 

08/12/09 

6pm 

Will they or won't they? Employees are hawker Beechcraft wonder if they're about to lose their jobs. 

The company sent a letter to workers today. CEO Bill Boisture says "Buyer confidence is low, financing 

more difficult, and in the U-S business aircraft have been disparaged by our political leadership." 

Boisture says a new round of layoffs and changes to benefits are coming. Hawker cuts its workforce by 23-

hundred people earlier this year. A company spokesperson can't tell us if that number has already been met. 

Hawker says it will release more specifics next week. Wichita's aviation industry has shed nearly 11-

thousand jobs in the past year. The accounts 26-percent of the area's aviation industry. 

 

08/13/09 

5am 

Kansas may have to borrow money to keep paying unemployment benefits. The state's fund started the year 

with 566 million dollars. It‟s fallen to 349-million as more people file for unemployment for longer 

periods. Now the labor secretary worries the fund could run out of money by November. The state has 

begun the process to borrow money from the federal government. 
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08/14/09 

5pm 

Hundreds of workers at a Wichita plane maker find out, they'll soon be without jobs. Cessna handed out 

layoffs notices, part of jobs cuts the company announced earlier this year. It expected to give out 500 

notices, but a spokesperson says it will be probably less than that. Workers also tell us that Cessna‟s other 

Kansas plants will also be hit. They said mainly it's going to be in independence and salary people. It‟s bad; 

it's real bad for everybody right now, nobody having a good time right now. Since late last year, Cessna 

announced it will cut 82-hundred jobs companywide. 

 

08/15/09 

8am 

Employees at hawker could learn what's in their future next week. We showed you the letter sent to 

employees a couple days ago. It tells them that demand is down, buyer confidence is low and financing is 

difficult. As a consequence the company says it's making difficult decisions, which means a reduction in 

force and changes to employee benefits. It then goes on to say more details will be provided next week. 

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

The Wichita city council votes Tuesday whether to raise green fees at golf courses. The price of playing at 

a city-owned course would go up by a dollar. The cost of rentals and season passes would also increase. 

Some object to the hikes while others say the money is needed for improvements. Even with the small 

increase that they're talking about it‟s reasonably priced compared to a lot of other big cities. You go to KC 

or OKC it's cheaper to play here in Wichita than it is to go out of town. There are four city owned courses 

in Wichita. The increase comes even as the number of rounds played in recent years declined. 

 

08/17/09 

7am 



 

 

Some northern Californians can ride the rail system again today. A tentative agreement has been reached 

between rail system workers and transit officials. The two negotiated through the weekend to avoid a strike. 

Last week, workers threatened a strike after BART officials say they'd get a 7 percent pay cut. 

 

08/18/09 

8am 

Some of Westar's biggest customers don't want the utility to consolidate rates between customers in 

northern Kansas and those in the south. Last night, the Kansas corporation commission began the last of its 

hearings on the Westar proposal. The utility now wants to stop charging different rates in its different 

divisions. But an attorney for a half dozen of its biggest customers told commissioners the rates should be 

based on the actual costs of service. Company says consolidating rates makes sense, partly because the 

rates have never been closer between the north and the south. 

 

08/19/09 

5pm 

Hawker Beechcraft workers learn more details about company cuts today, but still don't know how many 

will lose their jobs. In a letter to employees, the company says it is suspending 410k company-match until 

at least the end of 2010.  Also, healthcare premiums will go up. The company is still warning of layoffs, but 

giving no numbers. The letter says "The reduction will impact all levels of the Company, including 

management. Unfortunately, we will continue the difficult task of adjusting our work force, including 

furloughs, to match our business demands and revenues." In a memo earlier this week, Hawker CEO Bill 

Boisture said three members of the upper management team have resigned including the senior vice 

president for operations, and vice presidents of general counsel and marketing. 
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08/20/09 

10pm 

Some Wichita workers may have a rough couple of days ahead of them. They have to wait until Friday to 

find out if they still have a job. That's when Hawker Beechcraft will put into effect its latest round of 

layoffs. And that's just the beginning of the news workers got today. Hawker says Friday‟s job cuts will 

mostly affect non-union workers but some union employees may be impacted. Non-union employees will 

also have to deal with changes to their benefits. Hawker‟s suspending its 401-k company match until at 

least the end of 2010, and starting in October, employees will pay higher health care premiums. Employees 

got the news in this letter today. The Vice President of Human Resources writes "this is a stressful time for 

all of us. I can assure you that we're managing all aspects of company costs to minimize the loss of jobs." 

 

08/21/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County‟s unemployment rate topped ten percent in July. It‟s up to 10.2 percent. The 

unemployment rate for the entire metro area is 9.9 percent. Layoffs in the aviation and the end of summer 

jobs contributed to the spike. The aviation industry has shed some 11-thousand jobs since late last year. 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

It's not all bad news when it comes to the economy. The head of the Federal Reserve announced Friday the 

economy is on the verge of a recovery. That message from Fed Chief Ben Bernanke sent stocks soaring. A 

surprise jump in home sales also helped. Sales of existing homes rose 7.2 percent last month, the largest 

jump in a decade. Bernanke warns the recovery will be slow and that jobs will be the last thing to return. 

 

08/23/09 

10pm 

Good evening. Car dealers across the country worked overtime this weekend. The popular cash for clunkers 

program officially ends tomorrow. Anxious buyers received up to 45-hundred dollars for a new vehicle by 



 

 

trading in their old one. Adding to the urgency, some dealers promised to stop the program before 

Monday's deadline. As of Friday, dealers had sold more than 489-thousand vehicles. Still many people 

waited until the last minute and as eyewitness news reporter Kara Sewell finds that limited their options. 

This is kind of crazy busy.  A frenzy to the finish line, “I think everyone in the state of Kansas has been 

here today.” And they all want to buy. So, sales staff at Rusty Eck Ford is working overtime, “This place is 

just absolutely crazy.” Cash for clunkers program ends Monday. Dealers like Eck stopped handing out 

rebates Sunday night. Why? Paperwork, “It‟s as slow as molasses on a freezing cold day.” GM Craig 

Minten says some refunds can be rejected by the government, staff has to resubmit those. Dealers need 

every rebate on file and approved before Monday's deadline, “You wouldn't want somebody to purchase an 

automobile and then have to take it back because it didn't make it in, in time.” Despite the fact that this is 

the last day before Cash for Clunkers ends a lot of dealer ships are closed and that took many potential car 

buyers by surprise, “This is really the only dealership that we have seen open.”  We checked too, the 12 lots 

we visited were closed, “We originally thought that we had until the end of October so we were just at the 

beginning stages of looking, to find out the end stages kind of put us in a crunch.” Now, Ali Cecchini says 

she‟s missed her chance, “Hopefully the government will decide to do something more. Cecchine says 

she'll be first in line and won't wait until the last minute. In Wichita, Kara Sewell KWCH 12. The 

government has shortened the time it takes for dealers get reimbursed. Gm and Chrysler will give dealers 

cash advances to help them in the meantime. The program officially ends at seven tomorrow night. 

 

08/24/09 

Hawker beach craft will provide training aircraft to the Israeli military. The company will provide T 6 A‟s 

to their air force. The contract includes support after delivery of the planes, including engineering support 

and modifications to the planes if needed. Hawker Beechcraft makes the trainers for the u-s air force and 

navy too. 
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08/25/09 

8am 

Waterwalk plans are changing again and it's getting more expensive. The Wichita city council learned 

today the project will cost 11 million more dollars than expected. The increase in cost will be covered by 

grants and bonds.    The city says the increase is due to a change in construction costs over the last seven 

years.  It also must move a main feature of the project called the waltzing waters. The fountain was 

supposed to be on the river...where the boat sits in front of the boathouse. Since the Kansas sports hall of 

fame will soon use the building...plans were changed to move the fountain into the center of the 

development. 

 

08/26/09 

Noon 

Toys-r-us offers its version of cash for clunkers. Starting Friday, the company will offer coupons to 

customers who bring in used children's items. You can trade in cribs, high chairs, car seats, and more. The 

coupons offer 20 percent discounts for more than a dozen products. The program will go for three weeks. 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

No more delays.  Boeing says the dream-liner will take flight by the end of the year. The 7-8-7 has been 

delayed several times because of design issues. Boeing also announces when the first Dreamliner will be 

delivered by fourth quarter next year. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 

The state's jobless rate has been at 6-point-five percent higher for at least three months. That means 

Kansans on unemployment are now eligible for as much as 13 more weeks of support. Under a federal 



 

 

stimulus program state that have high consecutive unemployment rates qualify for the additional support. 

The state labor department is mailing information to people who are eligible. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

Next week, the US Postal Service will update a list of facilities it may close. While 750 branches are under 

review, only 200 are expected to shut down. This all comes as postal workers in Wichita and elsewhere 

consider buyouts. Eyewitness News reporter Rebecca Gannon shows us why some may take the 

government's offer. All that change really adds up. The US Postal Service will offer some employees 15 

thousand dollars, to quit. Employees like Kent Bounous. That's what I do when I see mail come through 

here. I think man; I‟d like to go there sometime. Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, or even the Pacific 

Northwest, you know? He‟s been a mail clerk for 20 years, and worked with the USPS for 32 years total. 

People who sort and move the mail, along with mail clerks like Bounous can take the money in return for 

leaving their job. It's up to the individual, it's what they decide.  I'll get some information from the mail 

industry next month telling me where I‟m at, and look it over and see. You can't tell right now, but the post 

office says fewer people are sending things in the mail these days.  And the mail that is being sent is sorted 

by machines.  So the post office turned to cold, hard cash to thin down its workforce. I think each person 

will have to decide what will work for them. The US Postal Service wants to save about 6 billion dollars by 

the end of the year. Trimming its payroll will save about 500 million dollars. Brenda Bishop says many of 

the employees here seem interested. It just depends what's happening in somebody's life at this time, if it's 

going to work for them. Bounous isn't saying if he'll take the incentive. But the post office expects about 30 

thousand employees nationwide will. In Wichita, Rebecca Gannon, KWCH, Eyewitness News. Postal 

workers must decide if they want to take the money by September 25
th

. The 15 thousand dollars will come 

in two payments AS Ten thousand dollars up front, and the last five thousand within the year. 
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08/31/09 

6pm 

The head of Boeing‟s commercial airplane division will step down. Boeing says Scott Carson will step 

down tomorrow and will retire at the end of the year. The 63-year-old has run the commercial division 

since 2006, and has worked for the company for 38 years. He will be replaced by the current head of the 

defense business, Jim Albaugh. 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

About 30 thousand Kansans would be out of a job if it weren't for help from the state. Buffco Engineering 

in Mulvane is taking advantage of the shared work program. It makes plane parts and doesn't have enough 

work to keep everyone full time. So under the program Sandy Corbett works 24 hours and uses 

unemployment to round out a 40 hour week. That way she keeps her benefits and doesn't have to only rely 

on unemployment. Corbett says it's the best way to keep talented people during these tough economic 

times, “If you want to keep some of your employees than that's one of the best ways to go about it.  Try and 

keep a hold of the ones you really want without laying them off and sending them somewhere else.” More 

than 450 companies have shared work agreement with the state. For information on the program, go to our 

website KWCH dot com. 

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

Kansas will get six million dollars part of a national settlement between the government and the drug 

company Pfizer. Pfizer pleaded guilty to felony charges admitting it promoted drugs for uses the f-d-a 

didn't approve. In some cases doctors and patients filed Medicare and Medicaid claims for re-imbursement 



 

 

but because the drugs weren't used as intended-- the claims were false. Pfizer now has to repay one billion 

dollars to the health programs and a pay settlement to several states. 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

When you're an artist, anything can be turned into art even a field of rice! An area of rice paddies in 

Thailand has been turned into a living, growing artwork by the environmental group Greenpeace. Seen 

from the air, the living picture shows a farmer in a straw hat harvesting his crop. Greenpeace reps say the 

artwork was planted in the rice paddies with the help of locals to celebrate the fact that Thailand is the 

world's largest exporter of rice. 

 

09/04/09 

5pm 

The Kansas labor secretary, Jim Garner, says the state is positioned for jobs in energy and biosciences 

when the recovery comes. Garner talked about the state's unemployment numbers today. It stood at seven 

point seven percent in July, that's the second straight month it topped seven percent. Kansas expects to run 

out of unemployment money by the end of the year since January the fund paid out 230 million dollars. 

Only about 335 million is left in the fund. 

 

09/05/09 

8am 

A ruling against Airbus in this morning's Aviation Watch. The World Trade Organization says the 

European Union provided illegal subsidies to the company. That put Boeing at a disadvantage when it came 

to commercial plane contracts. The EU is likely to appeal the ruling. Both companies must wait for another 

decision before any action can be taken. In that case, Airbus says the US provided unfair support to Boeing. 

Kansas senator Sam Brownback says the pentagon should take the ruling into consideration when deciding 

who will build the military's new refueling tanker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

09/07/09 

10pm 

Stimulus money's helping many government agencies complete their wish lists. That‟s how the Wichita 

airport authority will replace an emergency response vehicle. The cost is more than 300-thousand dollars. Is 

it money well spent? Factfinder 12 Investigator Brian Heap takes a closer look in tonight's stimulus check. 

Priority one at mid-continent airport is the protection of every passenger who leaves or lands, and if there's 

ever a problem, you'll see safety one there in seconds. It's our quick response vehicle.  It responds to just 

about everything out here on the airport. Airport police and fire Chief Paul Moore says this rescue rig has 

just about reached the end of the road. With help from the federal stimulus package, the airport is getting 

330-thousand dollars to replace the 1997 ford truck and its equipment. We‟ve addressed this issue on this 

particular turret several times. It's getting old and it's starting to leak quite a bit. The dripping water cannon 

is just one of the concerns with safety one.  Moore says the truck is overloaded and is showing signs of 

deteriorating. The guys that operate this equipment have to be highly trained. And this equipment gets used 

a lot in training. And even though it looks good on the outside, on the inside it's been used hard. By most 

accounts safety one is in pretty good shape.  13 thousand miles, but those are some hard miles.  It's the 

things you can't see though that might make a difference.  For example, all this piping and plumbing that 

used to put the water out during a fire fight.  This stuff has been used and reused hundreds if not thousands 

of times during training.  You don't know what kind of damage might be done to that   and the last thing 

you want is for this equipment to fail on you during a firefight. I think it's a good use of the stimulus 

money.  I think the taxpayers are going to get something worthwhile for the money that's being used.  I 



 

 

mean let's face it the stimulus money is taxpayer money.  And this piece of equipment is going to be used 

to protect the taxpaying citizen that flies in and out of this airport. Moore says with the city budget 

problems, if it weren't for the stimulus money, the truck likely wouldn't be replaced for a few years. Can we 

get by with this truck?  Sure we can get by.  Would we get by a little better with newer trucks that's newer 

technology that's maybe going to perform better when it's under a stressful situation?  We'd be better off 

with the newer truck. The new truck is being built now and set for delivery next spring.  With the stimulus 

check, Brian Heap, Factfinder 12 Investigators. The government says buying a new emergency vehicle is 

part of the economic stimulus plan, because it will create or save jobs at the plant that manufactures the 

truck. We contacted the Osh Kosh truck corporation in Wisconsin to find out how many jobs we're talking 

about, but we couldn't get an answer in time for this story. When we do, we'll at it to our story at kwch.com 

where you can also find a copy of the airport's application for stimulus money. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

Ludacris, along with an Atlanta dealership, gave twenty cars away to people in Georgia in need over the 

holiday weekend. The Grammy-award winning rapper asked people to submit essays to his foundation 

website, explaining why they needed a car. “We have our own stimulus plan man; we're just doing our part 

as a foundation, as an organization to give back.  We know its hard economic times.” The twenty winners 

were selected from among four-thousand people who wrote in, saying they couldn't afford a car, but needed 

one to get to work or look for a job. 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

How many times have you heard that money doesn't grow on trees? While that's true, money can show up 

on a city street. This was the scene in Bowie, Maryland, after thousands of coins spilled out of a moving 

armored car. Drivers had to dodge the mess as silver coins littered on a highway ramp. Fortunately, coins 

are fairly easy to sweep up, and the road was soon re-opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

They take care of the men and women who protected our country. Now, one of just two veteran‟s homes in 

Kansas may face layoffs. The Kansas veterans' home in Winfield has nearly 200 employees and cares for 

142 veterans.    Superintendent Jim Hays says because of state budget cuts and rising costs, the home will 

have to find seven hundred thousand dollars in its budget this year. He says the close bonds veterans form 

with the people who take care of them make the decision even tougher, "That's what I have to do as an 

administrator, I have to make these choices and decisions and certainly, it's no fun." Hays says no decisions 

have been made on how many job cuts will be needed or if other cuts may save all the jobs at the home. 

The only other veterans‟ home in the state is at Fort Dodge. 

 

09/11/09 

8am 

The Kansas racing and gaming commission will meet today to discuss the future of the Wichita Greyhound 

Park. 



 

 

 Owner Phil Ruffin closed down the park after Sedgwick County officials voted against allowing slot 

machines in the county.  Since then, state officials have threatened to pull the park's racing license since the 

park has been closed. Ruffin submitted a plan to re-open the park if slot machines are allowed. 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

Time now for eye on your money with financial advisor Bryce Matteson of the local office of Oppenheimer 

& Co. Inc. School is back in session from kindergarten to college. For those on beginning end of that curve, 

how are you going to pay for the back end? How to pay for college is a challenge I work to meet with many 

of my clients and the key to success is starting early. That's because the cost of a college education is not 

getting any cheaper.  In fact, nationally, tuition costs have been outpacing inflation by about a two-to-one 

margin. Just this summer, the Kansas Board of Regents approved tuition increases for the state's six 

universities for the 2009-2010 school year. Taking a look at national numbers, The College Board reports 

the ten-year historical rate of increase in college tuition to be at 6%.  Assuming this rate continues, The 

College Board has come up with these numbers for the cost of a four-year education starting today and the 

projecting the same costs 18 years down the road. For a private college today, the average cost for tuition 

and fees is over $116-thousand-dollars. The cost in 18 years is projected to climb to nearly $330-thousand 

dollars. For a public, in-state University, the national average today is $30,500. 18 years from now that cost 

is forecast to be $87,200 dollars. These figures do not include other costs your child will incur as a college 

student, such as room and board, books, supplies, equipment and transportation. Without saying, these 

additional expenses can increase your child's cost of attending college by a substantial amount. The purpose 

of these numbers is not to depress you on a Saturday morning but to make you aware of the rising cost of a 

college education. That's why I said earlier, parents and grandparents need to begin saving now if they want 

to help pay for college 18 or so years from now. A popular investment for college is a 529 plan. Basically 

put, it allows you to put more money away for college on a tax-deferred basis - tax free if the money is used 

for education expenses. The College Board's information we looked at can be found at 

www.savingforcollege.com. Please remember, neither Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. nor I provide tax or legal 

advice. Consult with your attorney or tax advisor for such guidance. 

 
09/13/09 

10pm 

The state fair is a good showcase for many local businesses and organizations for the hutch animal shelter. 

It's a way to get back on their feet. The booth features pets up for adoption at the shelter. Earlier this year 

the shelter was heavily damaged in a storm. For months they were at less than full capacity and haven't 

been able to adopt out many animals. Now they have taken dozens of applications, “Probably one of the 

biggest draws is that people don't want to go to the shelter because they are afraid, fall in love and adopt 

everything so this is a good opportunity to them they like to see a few and not feel so bad, almost all of the 

repairs on the hutch animal shelter are complete. 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 

 

09/14/09 

10pm 

Several Wichita businesses have been affected by that bridge as we first told you last week, one smoke 

shop was blocked in from three directions. New tonight we learn the state plans to open at least one lane of 

hydraulic tomorrow morning. The city says it wasn't supposed to happen, and lack of communication 

between the state and city caused the problem. The city's also trying to speed up its project on the other end 

and hopes to be finished by this weekend. The shop owner also received calls from the mayor and his 

council member explaining what happened. 

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

http://www.savingforcollege.com/


 

 

New at 10 one of Wichita's largest plane-makers plans to meet with its union leaders tomorrow, Hawker 

and its unions will talk about how to handle job losses but a hawker spokeswoman wouldn't give us more 

information. 

Since last fall, hawker laid off more than 31-hundred union and non-union workers. 

 

09/16/09 

8am 

People in this Wichita neighborhood say it's about time. City council members approved opening bids to 

build the Nomar International Marketplace...at 21st and market. The marketplace will allow businesses to 

set up stands...and will allow the neighborhood a place to hold cultural events and show off the area's 

diversity. Businesses owners in the area say the neighborhood is in need of something like this, “The city 

has grown a lot, in a lot of ways so we need that growth here on this side of two with new stores and new 

types of businesses of anything, you know, it will be good both public and private money will pay for the 

project. The market could open as soon as next may. 

 

09/17/09 

6am 

Dozens of employers, and thousands of potential employees. Most of the 7 thousand people looking for 

jobs came from the Wichita area. Some of the hiring companies came from Topeka and Dodge City. But 

the challenge is convincing people to move for a job. We have businesses that can't expand, or it's harder to 

recruit new businesses in, if you don't have the workforce available. Wednesday‟s job fair was going to be 

the first of its kind in the nation, the first for people who are unemployed after being deployed. Organizers 

opened it up to the public when they realized how many unemployed people are in the Wichita area.      

 

09/18/09 

6pm 

For the first time in months, the state's unemployment rate goes down. Here‟s a look at the numbers. 

Unemployment was at 7.1 percent in August, down from 7.8 percent in July. In Sedgwick County, we're at 

9.2 percent, down from 9.9 percent in July. Labor officials say one reason for the drop is schools hiring 

back workers in August, but they also say the drop suggests some positive changes in the unemployment 

picture. Click on this story at www.kwch.com to see the unemployment rate for your county. 

 

09/19/09 

10pm 

Boeing's largest plane may fly before it‟s newest. We open the aviation watch in Washington State where 

the company hopes to begin test flights of the next generation 747 this fall. Work on the first jumbo jet is 

almost complete. The project manager hopes to have three test planes in the air by January. Wichita-based 

spirit Aero-Systems builds the nose section and the engine coverings for the 747. Boeing hopes to deliver 

the first passenger plane in early 2011. As for Boeing‟s other new plane, the Dreamliner, the company says 

the first flight will take place by the end of the year. 
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09/20/09 

10pm 

Another Kansas state fair has come to an end. Organizers say Mother Nature cooperated, and that made all 

the difference. Eyewitness news reporter Kara Sewell looks at how vendors made out this year.  

The lines are terrible. Whether you wanted food. We come to eat mostly; we try to taste everything in here. 

Or fun. It‟s not too bad but we haven't been over to where the rides are yet so, kind of worried about that. 

Sunday, at the Kansas state fair, you were going to have to wait for it. It‟s not as bad as when we came last 

time, like two or three days ago. No rain and cooler weather led to plenty of fair goers. We depend a lot on 

weather, Mother Nature. Mother Nature is the queen of fair business period. A veteran on the fair circuit, 



 

 

David Spann is used to battling Mother Nature. Last year was our first year in Kansas, it was hard for us to 

base an opinion about what Kansas Fair was like with the rainy season here but this year it was a turn 

around. In fact, after 9 days of eating, playing and riding, fair officials say gate and carnivals numbers are 

up. Some vendors even boasting record sales. I'd say the attendance this year has been up across the board. 

Spann is one of them. Our sales have been very good this year. He measures his success by cinnamon rolls, 

and has nearly run out every day.  Those making no money off the fair say crowds are just part of the 

experience. I think it‟s really cool how there are so many people. In Hutchinson Kara Sewell KWCH 12 

Eyewitness News. Fair officials say exact attendance numbers won't be known for a couple of weeks. 

 
09/21/09 

6pm 

Ticket sales from the state fair may set a record this year. The general manager says admission tickets for 

the first nine days of the fair brought in almost 140-thousand dollars more than the first nine days last year. 

Final numbers are not available yet. He credits the good weather and bands like Heart and Montgomery 

Gentry for bringing in extra people. 

 

09/22/09 

5am 

The United way is taking calls this week to schedule appointments for the October session of the Laid-off 

Workers Center. To set up an appointment, call 211 between eight and five any day this week. You have to 

have an appointment to get help. The center provides emergency financial help, budget counseling, job 

training, food assistance, and more. To find out if you qualify, go to kwch.com. 

 

09/23/09 

5am 

Kansas has the most affordable housing in the country according to national non-profit group. Because of 

that, the Center for Enterprise Development gave Kansas an "A" grade for residents' financial security. It 

says the average value of a home in Kansas is two-point-one times the state's average income. The national 

average is three-point-five times the average income. 

 

09/24/09 

10pm 

Kansas lawmakers in Washington say tonight Boeing may have a better chance to win the refueling tanker 

contract. Tomorrow the air force will release a draft of what it's looking for. Boeing lost the contract last 

year, but won an appeal that started the process all over. A decision on the new bids won't be made until 

next summer. 
 

09/25/09 

10pm 

After rejecting two recent contract offers, Speea reaches a tentative agreement with Spirit Aero systems. 

The engineering union says the two made progress this week. This contract offer includes a 3 percent bonus 

in 2-thousand-10, annual salary raises and compensation for overtime. Spirit says it will work on the 

agreement more this weekend. Speea recommends its members accept the 3 and half year contract. 
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09/26/09 

8am 

In this morning's aviation watch, Boeing hopes the third time‟s the charm as the air force opens the bidding 

process to replace aging refueling tankers. The country's current fleet, like those at McConnell Air Force 

base, is about 50 years old. Boeing has been trying for the contract for about a decade and some experts say 

the new request for proposal favors the plane maker. A few specifics the air force is looking for. Price, 

although that's not the most important factor, a plane that's war ready and one that meets day to day 



 

 

efficiency requirements. It could mean hundreds of jobs for Wichita if Boeing gets the bid. The air force is 

expected to make a decision by next summer. 

 

09/27/09 

530pm 

The nation's economy may be improving but budget problems are expected to linger much longer in 

Kansas. Governor Mark Parkinson says that's because the state is still waiting for revenue to stabilize. The 

biggest issue lying ahead is long-term funding for the teacher and government worker pension system. 

 

09/28/09 

Noon 

The only hospital in Larned will stay open for another 45 days. St. Joseph Memorial Hospital had been 

scheduled to close Wednesday. Now, the owner of the hospital will keep it running while negotiations 

continue with the state attorney general. The A-G's office sued the owners last month, saying the hospital 

couldn't close because of its critical access designation for Larned and parts of Pawnee County. Catholic 

Health Initiatives in Denver owns the hospital. The group will continue to offer medical care for the next 45 

days. But the long term care unit will close Wednesday. 

 

09/29/09 

Noon 

A Lawrence t-shirt store is ordered to pay k-u more than 6-hundred and 50 thousand dollars. The owner 

says he doesn't have the money. A federal judge ruled that the owners of Joe College must cover K-U's 

court costs. The school sued the store saying it infringed on its trademark of jay-hawk related clothes. The 

store's owner says he isn't sure what will happen to his business. 

 

09/30/09 

5pm 

Allegiant Air is adding a flight to its Wichita line-up. Starting November 20th, it will start flying to 

Phoenix-Mesa from Mid-Continent. U.S. Airways has a flight to Phoenix, but the airline is pulling out of 

Wichita. It will stop service on November 1st.  Allegiant Air will fill that void a few weeks later. 
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07/01/09 

5pm 

New now, more financial problems for Kansas schools. The state delays payments to schools for the second 

time this year. The budget director says districts across the state won't receive 73-million dollars in aid 

payments. The money was supposed to be handed out at the end of June. Now it won't go out until next 

week at the earliest. The state also delayed 31-million in tax refunds from June to next week. 



 

 

 

07/02/09 

6am      
School districts learn they won't get their money on time. By now they should have received some 73-

million dollars in aid, but that won't happen until next week. The state started the new fiscal year with less 

tax revenue. A Wichita schools spokeswoman tells us, the state is 36-million dollars delinquent on its 

payments, but the district has enough reserves to cover its payroll and vendor obligations over the next two 

months. 

 

07/03/09 

6am 

Three Kansas community colleges sue the Kansas Board of Regents over what they call unfair funding. 

Dodge City, Pratt and Cowley Community Colleges claim the board reimburses its full-time enrollment 

figures in certain vocational and technical programs, at a rate three times below what's provided to other 

Kansas community colleges. The lawsuit wants new funding formulas for all vo-tech programs, along with 

possible compensation. 

 

07/05/09 

5:30pm 

Fundraising is going well at k-u and k-state The KU endowment association says they raised more money 

this year than any other year in their 117-year history. They say they raised about 94-million dollars.  K-

state officials say this year won't be record breaking, but it should be in the top five. K-state‟s record was 

99-point-five million in the 2008 fiscal year. 

 

07/06/09 

5pm 

Wichita's new superintendent John Allison starts work today. Allison was a superintendent in Pennsylvania 

but began his career in Kansas. He spent most of this morning in meetings, getting caught up on the 

district‟s financial situation. Allison tells eyewitness news his focus is on his first 100 days. He plans to 

spend them interacting and learning more about the community. 

 

07/07/09 

6am 

Listening and learning. That‟s how Wichita‟s new superintendent, John Allison, describes how he'll spend 

his first one hundred days.  Allison's first day on the job was Monday. He spent much of it getting briefed 

on the district's financial situation as well as the bond issue. Then, he headed to Linwood Elementary to 

meet with teachers and students. Allison plans to learn more about the district over the next few months. He 

says he's been talking with other superintendents around the state to get an idea of how districts are dealing 

with their financial woes. I'm not coming in with answers or this is a set agenda in the way things have to 

be done but I've got a learning to do about what's in place, a lot of conversations I need to have both 

internally and externally to get a grasp and then I will be able to chart a course from there. Allison says he's 

also focused on getting bond projects completed early and within budget. 
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07/08/09 

5am 

As many as five-point-three million people have Alzheimer‟s in the United States and there's a new case 

diagnosed every 70 seconds.  But there are ways to keep you from falling into those statistics including a 



 

 

new program in Wichita that combines nostalgia with algebra.  Eyewitness News reporter Rebecca Gannon 

shows us. Despite the movie clip -- this isn't entertainment for the residents of Presbyterian Manor.  It's 

exercise.  Mary Good says “I try to use it 6 times a week.”  The computer program called Day-Kim uses a 

touch screen and icons from the 40's and 50's to help the older generation remember and think.  “If the 

questions keep getting harder, it's because you keep answering them right.  If it gets easier, it's because you 

missed one.”  It strengthens the mind.  Louise Casey says “I feel good when I win.” And that competitive 

edge these ladies hide.  “I have never got 100 on it, and I want to make a 100 on it before I quit, I want to 

make 100 on it.” Research shows doing mental exercises like the one on this computer, can reduce a 

person's chances of dementia.  Casey says “It does, it really makes you feel like you're doing something.”  

And while working out the most important muscle in the body will help these ladies stay sharp, 

experts say the other muscles need some exercise too.  Laurel Alkire says “someone who has been 

physically active, and stays physically active, might be more apt not to suffer from those things we see as 

people get older, different diseases.”  And the more you work out, the better it is -- for the body, and mind.  

“I feel like it's helping me.  And I've never been good at talking to people.  I just feel like I need something 

to boost me up a little bit.”  If you're really interested in that computer program, you can try it on your own 

computer for free.  We've got a link to that free trial on our website --just go to KWCH-dot-com. 

 

07/09/09 

6am 

Personal information from about 57-hundred Emporia State students could be at risk. School officials say a 

computer file containing personal information was mistakenly sent out. The file had names and social 

security numbers of students enrolled for summer and fall classes. A letter was sent to let the students 

telling them what happened. Officials say they don't believe any of the information has been used 

inappropriately. 

 

07/10/09 

5am 

KU is cutting staff and offering fewer classes. The changes are in response to a reduction in state funding. 

The school says it lost 36-million dollars in aid. KU has cut or frozen 121 positions. In addition, the 

College of Liberal Arts will offer 75 fewer classes this fall. Dozens of positions have been eliminated at the 

med school. And for just the third time in nearly 40-years, university employees will not get regular merit 

salary increases.      

 
07/12/09 

5:30pm 

K-state announces the lineup for the next Landon lecture series. The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

Admiral Michael Mullen will speak on August 31st. Also speaking that day will be k-state alum and former 

chairman General Richard Myers. On November 2
nd

, Sheila C. Bair will speak. Bair runs the FDIC. She‟s 

expected to talk about the financial crisis. 

 

07/13/09 

5am 

K-state announces the lineup for the next Landon lecture series. The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

Admiral Michael Mullen will speak on August 31st. Also speaking that day will be k-state alum and former 

chairman General Richard Myers. On November 2
nd

, Sheila C. Bair will speak. Bair runs the FDIC. She‟s 

expected to talk about the financial crisis. 
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07/14/09 



 

 

5am 

K-State's new athletic director says he's getting a positive response to the K-State pledge -- his plan to 

regain the trust of wildcat fans.  John Currie took over the job just weeks ago- in time to deal with news of 

secret deals and contract buyouts.  Currie promises money for those will come from NCAA funds--not fans 

or donors.  “There are some things that probably have happened in the past that we'd all like to undo, but 

there some things you can't just undo, click fingers and make go away. You got to deal with them. I think 

we're being pro active and aggressive in dealing with them the right way.”  Currie says his goal is to make 

K-State a model program.  His five part pledge promises a world class experience for the student athlete-

but also ethical compliance and fiscal integrity. 

 

07/15/09 

5am 

Westar Energy wants to know what you think of a proposed rate change.  Last night, the Kansas 

Corporation Commission held an informational meeting in Wichita.  Westar says it wants to consolidate 

rates.  Right now, customers in the northern part of the state pay a different rate than customers in southern 

Kansas.  For Wichita customers, it may mean about a three percent increase.  The Wichita Public School 

District is opposed to the plan. 

“We're looking at budget cuts right now and certainly an increase in utility costs is not something that 

would be good for us in this point in time.”  The Wichita School District pays six million dollars a year in 

utility costs.  The KCC will decide this fall whether to allow Westar to make the change. 

 

07/16/09 

5am 

Despite deep cuts this year, Kansas education officials ask the governor to give schools a big boost in 

funding next year.  The state board of education wants an increase of about 282-million dollars for the 2010 

- 2011 school year. 

The request goes to the governor as he begins preparing next year's budget.  The Kansas Association of 

School Boards reports the state's 293 districts have eliminated about 37-hundred education jobs over the 

past year. 

 

07/17/09 

5am 

Next month, another type of transportation will be getting all the attention.  The Wichita Flight Festival will 

be free this year.  It happens August 29th & 30th at Jabara Airport.  It will include the wind-walking and 

aerobatic routines 

and a career services area to answer questions about interviewing techniques, resumes and education. 

 

07/18/09 

6am 

They sued, and won. Now, Kansas school districts may do it again. A few years ago, a group of schools 

sued the state over lack of education money.  They won, which prompted the state to boost school funding 

by a billion dollars. But the budget crunch has once again cut education. Now the attorney in the original 

case says schools may sue again. But local lawmakers say now is not the time. Almost every 

superintendent, every parent, every kid in Kansas that has anything to do with public schools is going to 

say we can't take it anymore. We're in the middle of a recession and you can't squeeze blood out of a turnip.  

I would say if they want to go do that, they'll be wasting their time because everybody's hurting. If they do 

sue, Rupe expects more school districts will be included in this lawsuit than the last one. 

 

07/21/09 

5pm 

Wichita teachers agree to a tentative contract. The United Teachers Union and Wichita School Board 

agreed to a one-year deal that will mean no raises for teachers. Here are the highlights; the deal includes a 

salary freeze. Step and longevity freeze--which means no raises for experience or service and 20 dollars 

more for health insurance premiums. Teachers will still get raises for additional education.  Superintendent 

John Allison says given the economic conditions, negotiations were tough. Teachers will vote on the 

contract next month. 
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07/22/09 

5am 

And in Haysville, the winds blow off the part of the roof at Campus High School.  You can see how it 

peeled off. 

This was the scene there today.  The storm also blew down the fence around tennis courts.  Some Haysville 

residents also had some clean-up to do.  The storm knocked down tree limbs. 

 

07/23/09 

6am 

Wichita police say goodbye to 5-hundred children.  For the past two months the kids have taken part in a 

summer camp with officers from the north bureau.  Yesterday was graduation day.  Officers say it's an 

opportunity to connect with the community they serve.   "It‟s something we're all working together with. 

Obviously the kids are the foundation of our community. We want to do everything we can to make things 

pleasant for them by working together."  The children played games and won prizes at the celebration.  

They also got backpacks loaded with school supplies. 

 

07/24/09 

10pm 

Kansas schools could be on the brink of another funding lawsuit. Here‟s why. Take a look at how Kansas 

schools were funded in 2005 and 2006. That year, courts ordered lawmakers to boost money for schools. 

You can see where funding ended up. But look where education is now because of the current budget crisis. 

Students get less money than before the lawsuit. The attorney behind the original lawsuit says the state is 

obligated to adequately fund schools. He knows there are tough budget choices, but says education 

shouldn't be short-changed. A lot of things out there the legislature portions money for are not protected by 

the constitution but education is. Local lawmakers say there's no choice during this economic downtown. 

They say it's not fair to increase funding for schools while cutting other large programs. 

 
07/25/09 

10pm 

Students invented it, but even they were surprised it worked. This car gets 171 miles per gallon. You heard 

right, this Toyota Prius is more than a hybrid, it's a super hybrid. A group of Minnesota college students 

redesigned the battery in the car, tripling the gas mileage. At first I didn't believe it and then as it started to 

be kind of started to be more consistent I was just shocked completely. The mileage is so good; the on-

board computer can't register it. Students need to use a special computer. School officials say it cost about 

11-thousand dollars to convert the Prius into a plug-in. 

 

07/26/09 

10pm 

Now here‟s the latest on the financial crunch facing Kansas schools - Wichita State will start the fall 

semester with 5-percent fewer classes and 80 fewer employees.  WSU made the cuts in response to a 9-

million cut in funding from the state.  The school says most of the staff reductions came from not filling 

vacant positions.  What will students notice?  For one the library will have shorter hours.  The school will 

also put off buying some new equipment. 

 

07/27/09 

6am 

Hundreds of Wichita teachers may find their paychecks a little lighter in the coming school year.  

According to the Wichita Eagle, teachers who work at schools in high-poverty areas may lose their 15-

hundred dollar bonuses. 

Tonight, the Wichita School Board will vote whether to take away the incentive pay in order to save three-

point-six million dollars and save other jobs.  The USD 259 Board meeting is tonight at 6 at North High. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

0/7/28/09 

6am 

Some Wichita teachers will earn less money next year.  School Board members voted to end a 15-hundred 

dollar bonus for teachers working in high-poverty schools.  Eyewitness News reporter Kara Sewell has the 

latest. 

Discussed for months, Wichita's Board members finally take action Monday night.  They cut a 15-hundred 

dollars incentive program given to teachers who work in low income schools saying data shows it doesn't 

work to keep educators at those schools.  The only teacher at Monday night's meeting, Andrew Davis 

agrees with the decision but for different reasons.  He says the program should pay more incentive money.  

“No one likes that there‟s a budget crisis to make them consider this but it's a good opportunity to think 

about revisiting it later to actually make it work.”  Board members say the cut saves the district 3 point 6 

million dollars-money that pays for 45teaching positions.  “Everyone gives a little bit and we've saved 

some jobs and that's what we need to do.”  Cloud Elementary Principal Carla Smith says positions should 

be more important.  “Really, I felt like it was a gift and I think people who are working in low income 

schools because they want to be there and not necessarily because of the bonus.” 

And that is what school board is counting on.  While the program has been cut, Board members are not 

opposed to revisiting the program later and revamping it once the state's budget has improved.  In Wichita, 

Kara Sewell, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News.  Last night's vote was not unanimous -- Board member Kevass 

Harding voted against the cut.  He believes the data about keeping teachers is wrong and says the cut is 

based only on the district's financial situation. 

 

07/29/09 

5am 

Some students at Wichita's Hamilton Middle School will start the year in a different building.  In January 

some un-expected construction work forced some classes to move to the old Longfellow School.  Since the 

work is not finished, Hamilton students will still be split when school starts next month.  This year 7th and 

8th graders will be in Hamilton's new wing and 6th graders will go to Longfellow.  Since Longfellow does 

not have air conditioning, students will go only half-days for the first two weeks of class. 

 

07/30/09 

5am 

State budget problems continue to take a toll on Kansas universities. During a meeting this week, the 

Kansas Board of Regents said the states six universities have cut at least 655 jobs and 448 classes or 

programs.  University leaders say they're concerned that even more reduction may be needed because of a 

drop in state funding.  State officials say higher education aid is down from 853 million dollars to 753 

million. 

 

07/31/09 

5am 

A judge sentences Tami Bradley to one year probation after she admits to stealing medication while she 

worked as a nurse at Oakdale elementary in Salina. New court documents show investigators found some 

bottles with missing pills. They also found pills had been replaced with over-the-counter drugs, or drugs 

not prescribed to the students. In addition to probation, Bradley will have to attend a drug treatment 

program and pay more than 15-hundred dollars in fines. 

 

08/01/09 

6pm 



 

 

One part of the new GI bill is the yellow ribbon program. It makes it possible for veterans to attend a 

private university for little or no cost. Wichita‟s Newman University is one of the schools participating in 

the program. So is Friends University. For more on the yellow ribbon program and the rest of the GI bill 

head to k-w-c-h dot-com slash web. 
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08/02/09           

10pm 

There are a variety of ways to save money while shopping for back to school. First, look through items left 

over from last year. Things like rulers and pencils can often be used again. Second, visit garage sales. 

People often sell scissors, backpacks and other items. Third, consider visiting states with a school tax 

holiday. Kansas doesn't have one, but Oklahoma and Missouri do. 

 

08/03/09 

6am 

The first day of school is a few weeks away, and this year parents plan to spread out their back-to-school 

shopping to go hunting for deals. High unemployment rates have families on a tight budget this year. Stores 

say they are adjusting to the change in spending habits by slashing prices on both school supplies and 

clothes. Parents welcome the relief. It's just really hard. The new styles that they've got just way out of 

range. Eighty dollars for a shirt for a kid to wear to school is ridiculous. We just do the best we can. The 

back to school shopping season is considered the second-most important retail sales period behind the 

holidays. 

 

08/04/09 

5am 

Crews are installing artificial turf at several Wichita high schools. We found workers at South High where 

they were doing some of the finishing work. Other high schools will get the turf this week. It‟s all part of 

the bond issue voters approved in 2008. A Wichita schools spokesperson says...the turf should be installed 

and ready in time for football this fall. 

 

08/05/09 

5am 

It came to an agreement with the district. But now the teachers union in Wichita recommends teachers 

*reject* a new contract. Last month the Wichita district and united teachers of Wichita came to an 

agreement on a contract that freezes salaries, and adds a 20 dollar health insurance premium. Now union 

teachers have been receiving letters with the recommendation for rejection. Union leaders say the concern 

is not pay or benefits, but what they consider 'non-monetary' issues, things like changing in-service 

schedules without adjusting salaries. When they were doing the budget cuts it seems like a lot fell upon the 

teachers and the staffs of the school. They thought maybe they could have done other things with the 

budget that would have made a difference. We talked with school board president Barbara Fuller. She says 

the board is doing all that it can afford to do in a very difficult budget year. Teachers vote on the contract 

next week. If they reject the contract, they will work under last year's contract while negotiations resume. 

 

08/06/09 

10pm 

The government expects the swine flu to return when school starts and tomorrow, the federal government 

will issue new guidelines on the swine flu, for schools. Some schools like this one in Topeka already have 

plans to keep kids healthy. They're spraying down classrooms and disinfecting. The guidelines will discuss 

when schools should close. Local schools actually can make that decision themselves, but often school 

officials ask the government for help. 
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08/07/09 

10pm 

More than 10 thousand jobs in less than a year. Since last fall Wichita has seen its unemployment numbers 

rise, thanks mainly to layoffs in the aviation industry. And with new jobs hard to come by, many of those 

people are making the decision to go back to a place they haven't been in years, even decades. New at ten, 

Eyewitness News reporter Megan Strader shows us those gearing up to go back to school. It's a walk Anne 

Mitchell hasn't made in more than 20 years. I'm actually excited I'm looking forward to it. I actually liked 

school when I was going and this is a perfect opportunity. Mitchell is picking up her new WATC College 

class schedule. On the other one I had a math class. A big change from her days at Lear Jet. When I got laid 

off I was like ok, this is the opportunity I needed to get my foot in the door of going back to school. She 

and thousands of others are making the decision to head back to the classroom. College is a whole new 

thing. Officials at WSU say this orientation, for adults returning to college, has never filled up as fast as it 

has this year. I really thought hard to myself is going to get a new job going to save me or is furthering my 

education going to get my career and my financial situation better and on the rise. And here at Newman 

University, they have to expand a popular program designed to help people who have lost their job. 

Last fall Newman started offering reduced tuition for people who had been laid off and wanted to pursue an 

undergraduate degree but just this week, because of high interest, it was expanded to their graduate 

program as well 

If we can, along with united way and the city and all of the other agencies like catholic charities, if we can 

help give people some hope that there is a brighter future and we just want to be a part of that. And as for 

Anne Mitchell, she has two weeks before she's once again a college student, nervous, but hopeful. It‟s 

mostly math and I love as long as I don't have to do a bunch of writing I'm fine. Alright, bye. Go to 

kwch.com for links to local and state unemployment numbers as well as more information on Newman 

University‟s life after layoffs program. 

 
08/10/09 

5pm 

Wichita teachers don't have a contract right now. They began voting on one today. Their union is telling 

them to vote against it. They will be able to work without one if it comes to it. And that's not all that's up in 

the air right now. A budget hasn't been approved. That‟s expected to happen tonight. Eyewitness News 

education reporter Kara Sewell will be at tonight's board meeting. Look for her report tonight on 

Eyewitness News at ten. 

 

08/11/09 

6pm 

The city's budget cuts will impact every 5th grader in Wichita. The city eliminated the DARE program. 

Two police officers usually spend time teaching kids about drug and alcohol abuse. That will not happen 

this year. USD 259 says it understands budget cuts are needed. But it hopes the program is funded in the 

future because it gives kids a positive interaction with police. 
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08/12/09 

5pm 

School hasn't started yet, but many high school sports teams are already practicing. This year is a little 

different though. There are new guidelines to keep kids safer. Eyewitness news reporter Whit Johnson has 

the health watch. 

For many high school teams preseason practice is already underway but playing too hard under the summer 

sun can lead to heat stroke. Mike Mcquillan remembers collapsing during football practice, “I was like 

disoriented and I was really starting to freak out." Michael Barbetto got overheated at a high school soccer 

practice, "I was nauseous. Like my head was spinning a little bit. I was getting a little dizzy."  Doctor 

Robert Gotlin says it's a common problem, “Heat injuries or dehydration injuries are right up there with 

ankle sprains."  The heat can cause brain impairment, kidney problems and blood clots. Last year, 15-year-

old Max Gilpin died from heatstroke during football practice in Kentucky. Since 19-95 at least 29 high 

school players died from heat related illness. Part of the problem - there are no rules on how long or hard 

teams can practice in the sun. But for the first time this year schools are getting some guidance. The 

national athletic trainers association has put out a set of guidelines. Only one daily practice is recommended 

during the first week lasting no longer than three hours. In the second week double practice days can start. 

But kids need to rest, three hours in between. Regular water breaks are a must. Guidelines must start with 

coaches knowing what the warning signs are of potential injury and thirst is the first warning sign. 

The guidelines aren't mandatory. But experts hope teams adopt them....  So kids can compete safely. Whit 

Johnson, CBS news, Scarsdale, New York. 

 

08/13/09 

10pm 

Days before the first day of classes, Wichita students go back to school. Families at several schools had a 

chance to meet teachers and see the classrooms. When school starts it will also be the first day for the new 

superintendent. As he visited McLean Magnet tonight, John Allison predicted more budget cuts. I'm afraid 

we may, all depending on how tax revenue comes in over the next couple of months; the state may not have 

much of a choice. And I‟m really concerned about next year.  Wichita students go back to school Monday. 

 

08/14/09 

5pm 

Wichita teachers will have to take a second vote on the district's contract offer. The computer program used 

to tally votes had a glitch, allowing people to vote more than once. The re-vote is scheduled for next week, 

through a new computer program, and teachers will have two access codes to be able to vote. The union has 

recommended rejecting the contract that freezes pay and could require teachers to pay a health insurance 

premium. 

 

08/15/09 



 

 

6pm 

The drug awareness program "DARE" is one of Wichita‟s latest cuts in an effort to reduce the city's budget. 

Now, one community group says they're doing everything they can to make up for the loss. Stand together 

coalition hosted a back to school celebration today so kids could sign up to participate in youth 

organizations. Organizer Mildred Edwards says students are less likely to abuse drugs and alcohol if they're 

involved in productive activities. Edwards says with so many other groups losing funding, opportunities 

like Saturday are more important than ever. It is important for kids to know in times like these to know 

what is still available, we are all living in a time that we're challenged economically and we're losing 

programs but there are programs in Wichita that our students can get involved in and we want to make sure 

that parents have an easy opportunity to see several options. A recent survey held by Wichita public 

schools shows 80 percent of students say they don't use alcohol or drugs. The coalition says they want to 

see that number increase. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

08/17/09 

7am 

Wake up, wake up, and wake up. That‟s what many students will probably hear this morning. That‟s right; 

it's the first day of school for USD 259 and many other districts around the state. Most students will return 

to normal classrooms, but some middle schoolers at two Wichita schools might not be as comfortable right 

away. A heat plan is in effect now through august 28th for 6th graders at Longfellow middle school and 7th 

and 8th graders at Hamilton middle school. That‟s because Longfellow has no air-conditioning, and 

Hamilton still has some construction. School begins this morning at 8:30 and students will be released at 

12:30 this afternoon. A boo-hoo breakfast will be ready for parents with kindergarteners at Gordon Parks 

Academy. After you drop off your child for their first-ever day of school, you can enjoy breakfast and meet 

other parents who might be having the same tearful emotions. When you leave breakfast, don't forget to 

take your bag of goodies. We hear there's some candy and tissues for you. 

 

08/18/09 

8am 

K-u students must meet several requirements to graduate...and the college is adding to the list. The 

university says students ages 22 and younger must complete a two-hour online course on the dangers of 

drinking and it must be done before they enroll for the spring semester. The class addresses the effect of 

alcohol on a person's body and behavior.  K-U says the goal is to reduce irresponsible drinking. The 

University of Kansas started several initiatives to address drinking after two alcohol-related deaths this past 

spring. K.U. announced last May it would notify parents about alcohol or drug violations. 

 

08/19/09 

Noon 

ACT scores are back and Kansas students are above the national average for the fifth year in a row. The 

average composite score was 21-point-9 for Kansas students just slightly higher than the national average. 

Students test in four subjects of English, math, reading, and science. Only 26 percent of Kansas test-takers 

met the college requirements. 

 

08/20/09 

6am 

Fort Hays State expects to save thousands of dollars this summer by reducing energy costs. The school says 

a four-day work week, combined with raising thermostats and turning off lights has paid off. Fort Hays 

expects to save 78-thousand dollars. In addition, the school decided to offer all but 30 summer classes over 



 

 

the internet. While fewer students took classes, those who did, signed up for more. The school says summer 

revenue increase by nearly 70-thousand dollars. 

 

08/21/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of Wichita schools as Superintendent John Allison says he's confident the board of 

education and the teachers union can reach an agreement on a new contract. Teachers rejected the board's 

latest contract offer. More than half of teachers who voted, 56-percent, voted no. It‟s the first time in a 

dozen years teachers have rejected a contract. The offer included salary freezes, eliminating bonuses and 

requiring teachers to pay 20-dollars per month in health premiums. Teachers will work under the terms of 

their last contract a new one is approved. 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

Wichita teachers turn down the latest contract offer from the Board of Education. 56 percent of teachers 

who voted were against the deal reached last June. 44 percent were for it. Teachers will continue to work 

under the terms of their last contract until a new deal is reached. Larry Landwehr, the president of united 

teachers of Wichita, says the issue is about more than teachers' salaries. It‟s the professional issue. It's not 

always about money. It's about being listened to as a professional and being treated like a professional. And 

the items that we talked about are professional items, that wouldn't cost anymore money.  Superintendent 

John Allison says he's confident the board of education and the teachers union can reach an agreement on a 

new contract. 
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08/23/09 

10pm 

A health watch alert tonight from Lawrence. Less than a week into school and there are already dozens of 

swine flu cases at KU. Officials report at least 30 confirmed cases on campus. The school averages about 

six new cases a day. 

The K-U health center says most of the sick students live in the dorms. K-U is telling students that have the 

H-1-N-1 virus to go home and get well. When that's not an option, the school is moving roommates out and 

having food delivered to the sick. The school is sending letters and emails to students, their parents, faculty 

and staff this week informing them of the situation. 

 

08/24/09 

6pm 

Contributions to K-State were down the past fiscal year. But the university still had one of its top-five years 

in history. The Kansas State Foundation says it got 81and a half million in contributions, 18-percent less 

than the year before. The Manhattan Mercury reports the foundation's highest total was 99-point-five 

million dollars last year. 

 

08/25/09 

5pm 

KU continues to quarantine students‟ sick with swine flu. It's the latest in the story we first brought you last 

night at five.  At least 47 students have come down with the virus since the start of school. Sick students are 

asked to stay home. Those living in dorms are told to stay in their rooms. Their roommates will be moved 

out of the room. Producers at eyewitness news called schools all around the state today asking about swine 

flu. The latest we found? 

 K-state tells us it has a few cases. No other schools we contacted had any cases to report. 

 

08/26/09 

5pm 

K-state students are told to be on the lookout after police say a man accosted a couple women. K-State 

police and the Riley County Police Department released this sketch of the suspect. He is described as a 

white man with brown hair and a scraggly beard. They believe he's in his late 20s to early 30s. Anyone with 

information this suspect is asked to call the police. 



 

 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

He's made threats before and been banned from campus. Now police arrest a former k-state student near 

school on suspicion of making criminal threats. The university says police arrested the man last night, a 

spokesman says he'd been in an English language program and made threats against people in the 

department.  K-state cancelled classes in the program today as a precaution. The man's in jail on a 10-

thousand dollar bond. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 

Also this morning, three Valley Center students went to the hospital after their bus was rear-ended. Police 

say the bus was stopped with its flashers on. They say the driver of the car that hit them says the sun was in 

his eyes. 25 students were on the bus. Three were sent to the hospital to be checked out. They are all okay 

and have since been released. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

The first project in the 370-million dollar bond issue for Wichita public schools is being tested out right 

now. Wichita South, Northwest, and Heights High Schools now have new all-weather turf at the stadiums. 

It cost the district 3.6 million dollars of the bond money. Tonight before the football games, the community 

got a chance to see and feel the turf. There‟s going to be a lot less injury on these fields, there‟s not going to 

be the pot holes and divots so there will be fewer injuries The same turf will be installed at southeast, east, 

north and west highs later this school year. The new turf is just one of many projects--the next is additions 

to Seltzer and Linwood Elementary schools. Construction begins in October. All projects in the first phase 

of the bond are expected to be complete by next July. Those make up about 171 million of the 370 million 

dollar bond. 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

08/31/09 

6pm 

A school district in far western Kansas may be switching to a four-day week. Leaders from the Deerfield 

school system will travel to several similar districts that already use a four-day week. Deerfield 

Superintendant Jon Ansley says closing the schools one day a week would save the district between 40 and 

50-thousand dollars. A community meeting on the idea is scheduled for late September. 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

Schools around the country are doing what they can to fight the flu and some are going to extremes. In 

Long Island, one school district has banned handholding, high fives and chest bumps, “The high fives, I 

think just cut down on  transmission, I think it is a good idea, a good way to prevent." In Chicago washing 

their hands at least twice a day is now mandatory for students. But we do want to keep everything in 

perspective; H1N1symptoms are much like the regular seasonal flu something schools deal with every year. 

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

Tomi Herrera has more answers not as many as she would like but at least something, “It alleviated the fear 

because that's what my thought was did somebody do something?” Herrera's two year old daughter 

Madison, rides this Durham bus to and from little early childhood education center. But on her first day of 

school--the bus that was supposed to bring Madison home before four o'clock didn't show up for until two 

hour later. During that time, Herrera called frantically trying to find her daughter and almost called police. 

Most two-year-olds don't ride the bus but Madison has special needs born prematurely her speech 

development is delayed that's why she's going to school. The bus finally showed up but without 

explanation, and without one call from Durham school services, “Really frustrating because the worst thing 

comes to my mind.” After our story aired Herrera and her husband al got answers. They were invited to 

watch video from inside the bus during the two plus hours Madison was on it, “She fell asleep head was 



 

 

bobbing around trying to unbuckle herself trying to get out.” But the Herrera's are relieved to know that's 

all that happened. Durham school services fired the bus driver telling factfinder 12 she did not follow 

protocol, and should have called dispatch right away. A spokesperson calls it unacceptable so does USD 

259 which contracts with Durham. What's still unclear is why the bus driver just drove around after 

dropping six other children off, she didn't use any of the protocol she just drove around for an hour and half 

didn't know where she was going or who the child was Durham can't explain it either--and is apologizing to 

the Herreras, “They're telling me they didn't know until 5:20 who this child was because she couldn't 

communicate to explain my name is Madison.” The Herrera‟s are just glad their daughter is safe--but still 

have plenty of frustrations--and questions that may never be answered. 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

Sedgwick county commissioners approve a new contract with rainbows united, but with new stipulations. 

The county will pay more than 500-thousand dollars for services to children; Rainbows will provide a copy 

of all its policies and procedures. Rainbows filed for bankruptcy in July. 

 

09/04/09 

8am 

And we have a follow-up to last week's "in the zone" at Maize Middle School. After our story aired, we 

received phone calls and e-mails from viewers complaining about the timing of the yellow flashing signal 

on Maize road. 

Viewers tell us that the lights were turned off before school started last Wednesday the same day we 

recorded the segment. The school district says Maize middle school now has an adjusted schedule on 

Wednesdays to reduce the number of staff development days for teachers. That means the school start time 

on Wednesdays is pushed back 35 minutes to 8:05. A spokeswoman says the district was unaware of the 

timing problem with the flashing yellow lights on Wednesdays and calls it an oversight. Police tell us the 

signal on Maize road has now been adjusted to flash longer. But officials say the lights can't be 

programmed to run long on just one day so drivers should be aware they will be extended every day not 

just Wednesdays. 
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09/05/09 

8am 

More school districts say no to President Obama. Next week, the president will speak to students on the 

importance of education. Some worry the president will push a liberal agenda. Now we've learned the 

Renwick school district will require teachers to notify parents if they plan to show the speech. The 

superintendent says parents can opt out and not have their kids watch the speech. Across the country, some 

districts say administrators will watch the speech first, and then decide whether it's appropriate. Some 

parents plan to keep their kids home on Tuesday, while others don't understand what all the fuss is about. I 

am surprised that it's created such debate. To me it's a chance to hear the president speak and I think that 

the kids should be able to hear that. We checked with some other districts. In derby, Maize and Newton, 

teachers can decide whether to show Tuesday‟s speech as part of a lesson. Wichita student's have Tuesday 

off. This isn't the first time a president has spoken to students in this way. Both President Reagan and the 

first president bush did the same thing. 
 
09/06/09 

10pm 

If the president gives a speech as a parent to students to encourage them to learn and stay in school, it is a 

great thing for him to do. It was a good thing for Ronald Reagan to do. It was a good thing for George 

H.W. Bush to do. Republican Newt Gingrich defends president Obama‟s speech to school children. Some 

parents fear the president will push a liberal agenda during Tuesday‟s speech. Education secretary Arne 

Duncan says the furor surrounding the speech is "silly." At the end of the day if the president motivates one 

C-student to become a B student, one B-student to become an A-student or one student who is thinking 

about dropping out to stay in school and take their education seriously, it's all worth it. 

 



 

 

09/07/09 

10pm 

Our exclusive fact finder 12 scientific survey asked Kansans about the speech before today's release. It asks 

if it's appropriate for the president to talk about education. Sixty-percent of you say yes. More than a third 

of you, 35-percent, say no. We also asked who should make the decision whether to show the speech? Most 

of you, 58-percent say it should be up to the school district. While 27-percent says it should be up to 

individual teachers. Fifteen percent are unsure. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

Leadership in energy and environmental design, Leed as it's called in short is a green building ratings 

system developed by the u-s green Building council. Fredericka Whitfield takes a look at it means for 

schools. Once I open up the blinds in every classroom there's no need for the lights in the ceiling. As the 

new school year begins across the country, some Georgia high school students attend a brand new school 

gone green! When you walk in here you're uplifted. That's because Arabia Mountain is the first public high 

school in Georgia that's leed certified silver. Arabia mountain's overall design is based on using eco-

friendly building materials, recycled carpets, low flow plumbing even environmentally safe tile adhesives, 

all which promote a healthy learning environment. The windows, the natural light is just it's really the 

signature of the building. Traditional chalk boards have given way to more technological boards, which 

encourage the use of less paper. Every classroom has an interactive board. Interactive boards allow the 

teachers to provide notes which mean there are no pockets of paper everywhere.   

Recycling, conservation and preservation are key elements that support the teachers' lesson plan.  Children 

have to really have an appreciation of why certain things are important for them to want to conserve or, 

preserve, or recycle the whole concept of paying attention to minimizing your impact on the environment 

when you have to grow but then when you do grow .and make waste recycle and find other uses for that 

waste. Recycle bins litter the campus.  There‟s a greenhouse for growing vegetables and plants for the 

community, and three outdoor classrooms equipped with Wi-fi. Construction cost are very, very small by 

simply rethinking the way you design and construct a school you could reduce maintenance, the operations, 

the cleaning costs of the building. It helps getting everybody involved and helping recycling. Educators and 

green building council members agree that allowing students to understand what they can bring to their 

environment is no 'going green' fad When you help someone when you do something to push someone to 

another level but now we're pushing a movement to another level. Fredricka Whitfield CNN Atlanta. 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

Since 2001, a serial rapist has been preying on KU and KSU women.  Authorities link 13 separate attacks 

in Lawrence and Manhattan.  Now - for the first time, they reveal the rapist is likely stalking the women. 

“We mention that because if you see somebody loitering around an apartment complex, you see somebody 

who is not supposed to be there, you see somebody who is suspicious, call police.  They will come over and 

check it out.” The rapist targets women who live off campus - in nearby homes and apartments.  Mary 

Todd has counseled half of the women who have been victims at k-state, “The attacks were happening at 

night but there were indications that perhaps the person was entering in the daytime.” Authorities held 

forums on both campuses Wednesday.  They want younger students to know about the danger - and how to 

protect themselves, “At orientation, it was like "oh there's a serial rapist'.  A little scared at first at least 

from this presentation I feel safe.” While authorities won't give details on where the case stands they do say 

it's a top priority, “It is something that we're putting a lot of resources towards.  It is one of our top 

investigations.  We have a lot of investigators working on it and it will continue to be that way until it's 

solved.” 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

Kansas students struggle with the state assessment test. The state released the adequate yearly progress or 

a-y-p report Wednesday. Forty-six Wichita schools met the targets for reading and math. That's down from 

60 schools last year. Each year students are expected to increase their performance to become 100 

proficient by 20-14. 



 

 

 

09/11/09 

7am 

Two football players in north-central Kansas accused of hazing another student. Thursday, one player 

pleads guilty to charges of battery, assault, criminal restraint and theft. The investigation involves students 

at Beloit junior-senior high school. After an incident last month that sent one student to the hospital. 

Eyewitness news reporter Melody Pettit has reaction from Beloit and the latest on the investigation. It's a 

school of 350 students that loves football.  

In fact the Beloit Trojans are ranked in the top ten among 3-A teams in Kansas. That's why this latest news 

is hard to take for some in Beloit, “We have a great community, great kids. This is unjust publicity.” The 

Trojans starting defensive lineman and senior Joe Studer pleaded guilty this week of an august 21st hazing 

incident in the locker room. Studer applied muscle relaxant gel, similar to icy hot, to the body of a 14-year 

old freshman teammate sending him to the hospital. Police are investigating whether a second senior was 

involved, “It was an isolated incident with just a few kids involved.” It‟s principal Daryl Moore's first year 

at Beloit high school. He says however you define what happened  whether as  bullying, hazing or initiation 

is not acceptable and he's already making changes, “We‟re starting fresh and this will not happen again, 

more supervision.” The plea agreement recommends Studer's punishment is lessened but even so he could 

still face more than two years behind bars. Studer continues to attend Beloit High but the football team will 

be without one of its key players this year, “Our football team will move on and be successful in the 

future.” Parents of other football players are concerned about this incident's effect on the team and the 

community, “My son would just as soon this be over and focus on football.” In Beloit, Melody Pettit 

KWCH 12, eyewitness news. Studer's sentencing is scheduled for early October. The Mitchell county 

attorney has not released the name of the second person involved. He tells us he's waiting to press charges 

until police are through with their investigation. 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

His Reno County grade school teacher is arrested for child abuse. Amanda Caley is charged with abusing 

an 11-year-old girl with special needs... Who was a student in her class at Partridge Grade School. Severe 

rug burns were found on the girl's back. She was seen by a school nurse and a doctor. Police believe Caley 

abused the girl sometime between October 2008 and January of this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

09/14/09 

10pm 

Get an extra sweater ready. The Wichita school district is making another change in an effort to save 

money and this one involves the thermostat. Eyewitness news reporter Kara Sewell explains. Plus or minus 

two, most people don't notice a small change in temperature but for the Wichita school district two degrees 

mean money. “By merely adjusting regular settings in the winter and in the summer by two degrees we can 

save almost of a quarter million dollars.” That savings has started. Inside every district building cooling is 

now set at 76 degrees heating at 70. The 2000 Bond Issue added a new digital air conditioning system 

which allows the district to control all thermostats remotely from one building. So every classroom feels 

the same. “It‟s going to be a challenge for some folks who are sensitive to temperature change.” One month 

into the school year-no formal complaints. Operations director Martin Libhart credits Mother Nature. 

“Ironically we've had this very strange August and it‟s been nice and cool.” But he expects that will change 

as temperatures drop. “The kids can adapt. I don't think they'll be suffering too much. I bought them last 

year a jacket and they didn't wear them so maybe this year they will.” Parents picking their kids up from 

school had little concern. “We have a dress code here and as long as their permitted to wear a sweater or 

something over their shirts if they're chilly then I think its fine. I think it‟s unfortunate that we're not putting 

enough money into our school systems that they can afford to take care of some of the basics.” More than 



 

 

clothing, parents says they'd rather trim a little off the thermostat than cut teachers in the classroom. In 

Wichita Kara Sewell KWCH 12, Eyewitness News. The district says as long as revenue from the state is 

down they'll continue their energy saving efforts. They plan to monitor classrooms and say if these 

temperatures don't work they'll make the necessary adjustments.  

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

Parents at Anderson elementary in Wichita got the news today; a student there has been diagnosed with the 

h1-n1 virus. The school district says the student has received proper medical care and has recovered. So far 

five Wichita school students have confirmed cases of the swine flu. School officials want to remind parents 

to keep sick children at home until they're fever-free for 24 hours. 

 

09/16/09 

8am 

Expect traffic delays on Douglas at the intersection of exposition. That's near Douglass and Seneca. A 

school bus was involved in a hit and run accident. Police dispatchers tell us no students were on the bus and 

no one is hurt. 

Police are looking the vehicle that left the scene. 

 

09/17/09 

5am 

Some Wichita teachers are mulling over a decision this morning. 259 teachers have to make a decision on a 

new contract offer. Their union and the school district came to a tentative 2 year agreement. It includes a 

salary freeze and one less contract day. It also cuts down on professional learning time. Teachers will vote 

on the deal online. 

 

09/18/09 

5pm 

Also new tonight, many area schools will team up with the Sedgwick county health department to fight 

swine flu. Once a vaccine is available, students will be able to get one at school. The health department 

says there will not be a charge. It is not mandatory for a student to get the vaccine. To see if your school is 

one of the ones in the partnership, go to our website kwch.com. The story is on the front page tonight. The 

first doses of the H1N1 vaccine are going to be a nasal spray. Those doses will be available the first week 

of October. The nasal vaccine is made with a live form of the virus, and some high risk groups may not be 

able to take it. The CDC is still waiting for the injectable vaccine to become available and believes it will 

have doses sometime next month. Five manufacturers are producing the vaccine. A medical group in 

Newton is testing one of the injectable vaccines. Heartland Research will test the vaccine on about 100 

kids. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

09/19/09 

8am 

The Wichita school district finds another way to save money. A few degrees will means thousands of 

dollars in savings for USD 259. Inside every district building, the air conditioning is now set at 76 degrees 

and the heat at 70. A new digital air conditioning system is being used, and all thermostats are set remotely 

from one location. So how much of a difference will the change make in the district's budget? By merely 

adjusting regular settings in the winter and in the summer by two degrees we can save almost of a quarter 

million dollars. The thermostat has been set to its new setting since school started almost a month ago. So 

far, no formal complaints have been made.  

 

09/21/09 

5am 



 

 

Wichita teachers will be voting electronically over the next two weeks on whether to accept a new contract. 

The new contract includes a 2 year salary freeze in exchange for fewer training hours. District leaders say 

the wage freezes are needed because they are anticipating another lean budget year next school year. 

Teachers also would pay a 20 dollar monthly health insurance premium. Currently, teachers pay no 

insurance premiums. If the teachers agree to the deal, the school board will still need to vote on it. 

 

09/22/09 

5am 

Kansas state university is investigating a possible hazing case. The Wichita Eagle says a freshman is now 

out of the hospital after being treated for severe alcohol poisoning. A school official says the student was 

found unconscious at an off-campus fraternity house Sunday. Members of the fraternity took him to a 

Manhattan hospital for treatment. He's expected to be ok. The investigation is on-going. There's no word on 

any punishment for the fraternity. 

 

09/23/09 

Noon 

They're all supposed to be on the same side, but that may not be the case at KU. The Lawrence Journal-

World reports players from the football team and the basketball teams have gotten in two fights in less than 

24 hours. The first happened Tuesday night, the other early this morning. Both fights broke out on campus. 

Basketball player Tyshawn Taylor was hurt in the fight yesterday. The journal-world reports he dislocated 

left thumb. 

 

09/24/09 

5am 

Some parents in maize are learning that H1N1 is at one of its elementary schools. The district says the virus 

has been confirmed at Vermillion Primary School. Officials are letting people know about the case of 

H1N1 through the districts automated system. 

 

09/25/09 

10pm 

More students, more money. Wichita schools see the highest number of students since 1975. The district's 

enrollment now stands at 50-thousand-42 students, an increase of almost 900 students since last year, and 

the second increase in two years. All this is good news for the district. It will now get more money from the 

state because Kansas districts get paid per pupil. And the new superintendent says it's good to have parents' 

trust. This is just another sign as we continue to see the support of public education the value that it plays in 

the community and more importantly the parents' confidence in sending their children to us each day. 

Elementary schools saw the highest increase in enrollment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 

 

09/27/09 

10pm 

Out of the classroom and onto the green. Some maize educators and parents play a round of golf not to 

improve their game but raise money for their students. Eyewitness news reporter Kara Sewell tells us where 

the extra money will go. Who can pass up great Kansas weather like this? This may not look like work. But 

Sunday, Maize superintendent Doug Powers is turning 18 holes into just that. Funding is an issue this year. 

After losing money from the state...powers says the district needed a way to offset budget cuts. They ended 

up here. “We're not operating like we have in the past we're having to make tough decisions whether we do 

things or not do things.” To ease those tough decisions, maize education foundation held its first-ever golf 



 

 

tournament. A fundraiser...money gained on *this* green will go to classrooms.  Maize parent Steve 

Howell didn't hesitate to sign up, “It‟s very important to help as much as they can in their kid's education 

and help the districts where they need help financially.” Howell brought along his son Kramer. A 

sophomore at Maize high, he says students are well aware of the district's financial short comings, “They 

have all the budget cuts and all that so it‟s nice to have some money coming back in.” Money that could be 

used to buy computers and books. “Those kids are in the classrooms and without teachers having supplies 

and all of our efforts going right back into the classroom the kids suffer.” Each stroke from *these* golfers 

lessen that chance. Kara Sewell KWCH12, Eyewitness news. 90 golfers attended today's tournament. 

Organizers hope to raise several thousand dollars. The district plans to hold more fundraisers throughout 

the year to continue to make up for the lost revenue from the state. 

 

09/28/09 

6pm 

Two schools and a college are under lock-down because of the shooting. Wineteer Elementary on Webb 

Road in Derby and Wichita's Allen Elementary near Harry and Oliver. Some Derby students from other 

schools who live in this perimeter are not being allowed to go home. The district took the kids to Wineteer. 

Parents have to pick the students up at the school. 

 

09/29/09 

6pm 

More changes come for a Kansas high school football team. The coach of Salina South recently resigned 

just a few games into the season. As eyewitness news reporter Melody Pettit shows us the team is taking 

the change in stride. 

“I remember some of the reasons why I didn't want to be the head coach, but I really enjoy the players and 

being on the field. That's where I belong.”That's former head coach Dave Dunham talking about how 

excited he was to start the 2009 season as head coach but his reign only lasted three games. He 

mysteriously resigned September 19th. 

Athletic director Ken Stonebraker says it's a difficult situation. Parents wouldn't comment on camera afraid 

there might be consequences for their kids but at least three parents say there was an incident between 

Dunham and a couple football players at the game the night before Dunham resigned. The Salina school 

district won't say much because it's a personnel issue but will say Dunham was not forced to resign. 

Stonebraker: it's difficult for coaches and players but that is the hand we were dealt. Assistant coach Sam 

Sellers is filling in as head coach for the rest of the season. He makes four different head coaches in just 

three years for the cougars. All that change can be hard on a team. “The kids are handling the changes well, 

but they are frustrated because they don't know what's coming next.” 

Stonebraker was head coach for south himself for 14 seasons until 2007. He says continuity is key and that 

it's important for sellers not to make too many changes. “Every coach is going to have minor changes, but I 

think the core of things seller is going to continue.” It seems to be working at least so far. The cougars beat 

Maize Friday 38 to seven. A win Stonebraker hopes the team can build on in a season of change and 

uncertainty. “We have very high hopes for this season regardless play Goddard on Friday for our 

homecoming.” 
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09/30/09 

09/30/09 

7am 



 

 

Many of today's highway hazards are found inside our own vehicles. More drivers are texting and talking 

on cell phones prompting a new call for safety restrictions from lawmakers. Samantha Hayes takes us to a 

practice course, where young drivers were put to the test- under all sorts of distractions. Chances are 17-

year-old Jaron Henderson has been distracted behind the wheel. Before- but not like this: Are you an 

experienced driver?  Kind of while the demonstration is a bit humorous- there is a serious message here: 

distractions behind the wheel- from texting to talking on a cell phone- can be deadly.  And that's the 

message the governors highway safety association and ford want to communicate through this exercise. 

Youngsters use texting and other devices, probably more than other people and the combination of their 

inexperience and distractions can be a deadly combination. Because we are teenagers, we think we can do 

anything we want to but like I said earlier this is just like a wakeup call.  

Most of the students in this exercise admitted that texting behind the wheel is a dangerous thing to do, but 

instructors wanted them to know just how hazardous it is- you're 23 times more likely to crash when texting 

behind the wheel. The u-s- department of transportation is highlighting the risk with a two-day summit- and 

a push toward new laws. The fact that we have four senators, us senators and a number of us 

representatives coming to the distracted drivers summit shows there's a great deal of interest. New York 

senator Chuck Schumer introduced legislation earlier this summer that would require states to ban texting 

or e-mailing while operating a vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

07/01/09 



 

 

10pm 

There's a lot of paperwork in at city hall, but it's that paperwork that almost cost Quik Trips across Wichita, 

like this one, their liquor license. And now the city will have a special session to make sure Quik Trip 

customers can get their beer. You can buy a lot of things at Quik trip. Beer almost wasn't one of them. 

That‟s crazy.  Craziest thing I‟ve heard. An oversight at Wichita‟s city hall would have caused 29 Wichita 

Quik trips to lose their cereal malt beverage license Sunday. Meaning these freezers would be bare of beer. 

Sundays are days that we want to relax and have something cold to drink, and beer is one of the solutions to 

that, and if I couldn't do that, I‟d be a little angry. I‟d probably be upset.  But thanks to some quick 

thinking, and scheduling, on the city's part, the proper people will complete the paperwork at three on 

Thursday. I guess Wichita likes their beer. Cutting through the red tape so people can buy their Red Stripe, 

and their Busch light and their Coors light. July 4th coming up, and you want to cut it out?  Haha.  Let's not 

do that. We spoke with city council member Jim Skelton today; he says the city wants all facilities 

available for people to maximize their Fourth of July weekends, safely. 

 

07/02/09 

10pm 

It's a warning we hear every year. Fireworks can be dangerous. According to the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission, nearly 7-thousand people visited the emergency room because of fireworks related accidents. 

The CPSC has a couple of tips for a safe fourth. Never allow young children to play with fireworks. And 

never try to relight anything that has not properly gone off. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

Despite budget cuts, state parks are doing more with less. Revenue at El Dorado Lake jumped up 130-

thousand dollars over last year. The lake cut its maintenance in half and hired four fewer summer park 

rangers. This camp host now cleans out fire pits and restrooms, and mows parts of her campsite. Things 

prison labor used to do. She says its part of a sacrifice to keep the park. We‟re not unique.  I mean all of the 

camp hosts are really pitching in and doing a lot of extra stuff that normally has not been camp host 

responsibilities. As of right now, parks officials say every major state park is at or near capacity for the 4th 

of July weekend. 

 

07/04/09 

8am 

Veterinarians remind you to take care of your pets this weekend. Loud noises can often frighten dogs, 

causing many to panic and jump fences. Others try to jump through windows or chew-up things around the 

house. Veterinarians say the best thing to do is keep them inside when fireworks are going off, and consider 

medication. There are a variety of medications available that do a very good job at just making it so a dog 

doesn't experience the anxiety. A lot of medications make them tired, and they just sleep through the 

holiday and we do just fine. Experts say it's best to medicate your pet before they become upset. That does 

because once they start to panic it can be difficult to calm them down. 

 

07/05/09 

5:30pm 

My dad yelled oh there's a moose on the loose. A wild moose chase in Spokane, Washington. It was first 

seen near a high school, before it went through a neighborhood. Police had to stop traffic on a major street 

as they tried to corral the animal. They called the Department of Fish and Wildlife to come remove the 

animal, but there wasn't an agent available. Eventually someone showed up and sent it back to the wild. 
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07/06/09 

5am 

Kansas farmers say this year's wheat harvest is turning out better than expected. Many questioned how the 

late freeze and wet April would affect the crop. All but a few northwest Kansas counties are done with 

wheat harvest, and so far protein levels are decent. Test weights average about 62 pounds per bushel. Mark 

Bergkamp and his family finished cutting a week ago. The Sedgwick County farmer says the thousand 

acres of wheat were average, and much of it below average. Not as good as I anticipated last October when 

we planted it, but considering everything - the wet April and the late freeze it was a little better than we 

expected. State AG officials say wheat harvest should finish Friday. 

 

07/07/09 

6pm 

T. Boone Pickens may build a wind farm in Kansas. The oilman scraps his plans to build the world's largest 

wind farm in Texas, and now plans to build a few smaller ones throughout the Midwest. He has not chosen 

the sites yet, but says he is thinking about places in Kansas, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, and Texas. Pickens says 

he scrapped his original plans because of a lack of transmission lines. 

 

07/08/09 

Noon 

That isn't snow on the ground in Yonkers, New York. A storm blew through last night that piled up inches 

of hail in the city.  The thunderstorm up-rooted some trees and knocked down power lines.  Officials say 

there have been no reported injuries, but 17-thousand people lost power. 

 

07/09/09 

6am 

The storm caused flooding in west Wichita last night. Drivers worked their way on West Street near 

central. The flooding didn't cause anyone to hydroplane or get in any big wrecks last night. But the rain and 

hail did knock over some construction cones near West and Douglas. You can see one officer here fixing 

the cones and putting them back where they go. 

 

07/10/09 

5am 

President Obama and his family will meet the pope today. This will be after the president attends sessions 

with African countries as part of the G8 summit. Yesterday, the president says world leaders have made 

important strides in fighting climate change at a G8 meeting in Italy. The world‟s largest economies 

pledged to slash greenhouse gas emissions in half by 20-50. Even so, President Obama admits the 

economic crisis makes it harder for countries to agree on a plan to fight global warming. 

 

07/11/09 

8am 

Kansas governor Mark Parkinson declares a state of disaster in six Kansas counties affected by the strong 

storms Wednesday. The declaration includes Sedgwick County which was hit by that sudden hailstorm 

Wednesday night. It also includes five counties to the northeast that were struck by high winds. The 

declaration allows utility crews to work beyond normal hours, and help for those who may be without 

power after the storms. 

 

07/12/09 

10pm 

If at first you don't succeed, try, try, and try again. NASA scrubs tonight's launch of the space shuttle 

Endeavour. This is the fourth time NASA has tried to launch the shuttle. Flight managers postponed the 

sunset liftoff because of thunderstorms. Hydrogen gas leaks delayed two launch attempts in June. Friday's 

launch was delayed because of lightning strikes near the launch pad. NASA will try again tomorrow. 
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07/13/09 

6pm 

Algae are causing problems at Marion Lake again, but officials have a plan to stop it. Commercial 

fishermen with special licenses are being allowed to catch problem fish in large amounts in hopes to restore 

order to the lake.  Officials say certain troublesome fish are to blame. Large quantities of carp and buffalo 

fish are causing problems by eating too much plankton which feed on the blue-green algae. 

 

07/14/09 

5am 

They're orange and black and shaped like a tiny oval and this year they're everywhere. Environmental 

specialist Paul Day shows us why the increase in ladybugs is a good thing not only for the little ones' but 

for gardeners too! 

Young park go-ers seem content to ride their scooters until we show them this!   "There's one's" ladybugs 

are a type of beetle “oh let me see that. Oh” and kids delight in catching them. “They tickle and it feels like 

they're not going to hurt me” if you think you're seeing more ladybugs this year, you're right.   "When we 

go through our garden we definitely notice increased numbers'.  Amy Varger is the director of horticulture 

at the butterfly pavilion.  She says a bumper crop of aphids is the result of all the spring moisture.  These 

plant sucking bugs are a primary food source for ladybugs. More aphids mean more ladybugs.   Now this 

surge in the ladybug population is noticeable, the closer you look. But it's nothing to worry about, in fact, 

it‟s a good thing.   They're a natural form of pest control, reducing the need for potentially harmful 

chemical sprays.  "We don‟t use pesticide in our gardens, so the ladybugs are our pesticide for us.”  So in 

backyards, vegetable gardens and city parks, ladybugs are helpful predators.   They can eat 40 aphids a day.   

And kids learn collecting these orange and black insects requires cat like reflexes.  “I got one but it flew 

away and I couldn't catch it.” 

 

07/15/09 

6am 

There is a tsunami warning this morning after an earthquake off the coast of New Zealand.  The US 

Geological Survey says the warning follows a 7-point-8 magnitude earthquake about a hundred miles off 

the coast.  The Pacific Tsunami Center says the quake has the potential to cause a destructive tsunami that 

could strike New Zealand within minutes or hours.  So far, there are no reports of major damage or injury. 

 

07/16/09 

Noon 

An energy company that wants to build a wind farm in Lyon County has locked in about 12,000 acres for 

the project.  Renewable Energy Systems Americas officials said during a meeting Wednesday that it is 

considering land in east Lyon County, south and east of reading.  In all, the manager of the project says the 

company hopes to have 87 turbines up and running by October of 2011. 
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07/17/09  

5am 

A tax for every mile you drive instead of paying tax that's included in the gas price. Researchers want to 

know if it's better to pay by the mile. Wichita drivers are included in a new study to find out just that.  

Eyewitness News reporter Megan Strader has more.  Chances are when you fill up your tank you don't give 

a lot of thought to the breakdown of this 2.12 cents a gallon. But in Kansas, just fewer than 50 cents of that 

is state and federal, money that isn't stretching as far as it used to.  It's that gas tax that helps maintain 

roads. But with more people choosing fuel efficient cars, fewer dollars are going into those coffers. One 

reason why this University of Iowa study is looking for your help in looking at the feasibility of taxing how 

many miles you drive, instead of how many gallons of gas you buy.  “I think it‟s odd they press for fuel 

efficiency and then once you accomplish or try to accomplish that they go the other direction so it's a never 

ending cycle it seems.”  “It has maybe its faults but I think it would probably be best.” 

Participants in the study would have a computer installed on their dash. That computer will calculate how 

many miles you drive. The total numbers are what researchers will use to determine whether or not the 

government would benefit more by you paying by the mile.  “If you want to drive smoother you got to pay 

the piper.”  “Seems like more invasion than I would be comfortable with, I don't mind paying the price at 

the pump but I think that should be the end of it.”  It all comes down to finding the best way to keep roads 

smooth, tanks full, and drivers happy. In Wichita, Megan Strader, Eyewitness News.  The study can also 

pay participants about 900 dollars.  You can find more information at www.kwch.com. 

 

07/18/09 

8am 

Iris are a favorite in the garden, but the can quickly outgrow their space. And when their crowded, they 

don't bloom as well. But as the folks from k-state research and extension show us... By dividing them up 

*now* you can ensure a beautiful garden next spring. The best time to divide an Iris is probably during the 

worst time of the summer months.  It's best to do it somewhere between mid July and early August. We 

don't want to do it in early spring just before they flower just because we don't want them to lose their 

blooms. And if we do it just after flowering, the Iris is getting ready to go dormant, and a lot of times it 

won't rebloom the following year.  So by doing it in the summer, when the plant is dormant, we're more 

assured to get a better plant and a better return the following year. With Iris, it's usually better to dig the 

entire clump.  You'll have a lot of divisions when you're dividing an Iris.  Each of the rhizomes will start a 

new plant.  Shake as much of the soil off as possible, so that you can see the roots.  An Iris grows with what 

are called fans.  These shoots of green growth that come out is where the new growth is going to come 

from.  All you really need is the rhizome attached to the fan.  The rest of it becomes a waste product.  We'll 

simply break the rhizome off, discard the waste, and you're ready to replant the Iris. We're going to make a 

light hole in the soil, enough so the rhizome is still setting on top, but yet the roots are spread out in the 

back.  Just lightly cover and put the roots in contact with the soil, leaving the rhizome exposed. It's best to 

plant in a fan shape, or circle, with two to three fans.  For our next one, we'll come here, making more of 

the hole behind the rhizome for the roots to be in contact with the soil. We'll fill back over the roots, gently 

press, leaving the rhizome slightly exposed. Put a third one in to complete the clump. It's the same thing; 

we'll work more on getting the roots spread out, and the roots in contact with the soil, and then press the 

soil on top. Find more tips for your lawn and garden by going to your local extension office, or just go on-

line to www.kwch.com/morning. 

 

07/19/09 

10pm 

There's no word on what caused a house fire in northeast Wichita this morning. Smoke and flames 

destroyed this home near 21st and Oliver. A woman living there called 9-1-1 around one this morning. She 

and three other people got out of the house safely. It appears the fire started in the garage then spread to the 

rest of the home. Investigators spent the day looking for a cause. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/morning


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

07/20/09 

7am 

In 1969, astronauts were stepping on the moon, 40 years later astronauts at the international space station 

will get back to work today as plumbers. One of two toilets aboard the station flooded and 2 of the 

astronauts had to wear goggles, gloves and masks .Trying unsuccessfully to fix it. With 13 people working 

at the Space Station right now, NASA knows the problem has to be fixed soon. At least 7 of the astronauts 

have been told to use the commode on the Space Shuttle Endeavour. 

 

07/21/09 

5am 

Storm shots were sent in to us overnight. Take a look at this lightning shot from Halee Meador.  It was 

taken just south of Medicine Lodge.  The storm produced hail in some areas around the state.  Alicia 

Walker saw marble sized hail around 10:30 last night out in Valley Center.  Thanks for sending those in.  

And we want to know what you're seeing, send in your pictures via email or cell phone to storm-shots-at-

KWCH-dot-com. 

 

07/22/09 

5am 

And the national weather service says an EF 0 tornado hit near Goodland, but most of the damage may 

have been from the hail. Check out these pictures.  Hail broke out windows and left big holes in the siding 

of this house.   Some of the hail was as big as softballs and the wind peaked at 72 miles an hour. 

 

07/23/09 

5am 

A mudslide forces part of a Colorado highway to shut down. Heavy rain triggered the mudslide Tuesday.  

Flooding and debris covered the highway, but some rain was able to wash it away.  Road crews hope to 

have the highway back open sometime this morning. 

 

07/24/09 

5am 

It was some of my best looking corn and now it's probably my worst looking corn. A hailstorm in 

Minnesota this week damaged Bill Schmidt's 700 acre farm. He says it's the worst he's seen in 30 years. 

Much of his corn crop can't be salvaged. Winds ripped down cornstalks and hail shredded leaves on plants 

that weren't knocked down. Without the leaves, the corn can't get the proper nutrients. Schmidt is now 

waiting for insurance adjusters to come out and assess the damage. 

 

07/25/09 

10pm 

Your car is one of the safest places you can be in a thunderstorm. But a Florida woman may not agree. She 

was driving down the road with her son when a lightning bolt struck her car. The whole car lit up and we 

heard a big boom and my son just started crying and it was just very scary. The driver and her son are okay. 

But her car will need some work. The lightning damaged the back window. Lightning striking a car is rare, 

but this is the second time it's happened this week. A New York woman's car was hit on Tuesday. She too 

is okay. 

      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

07/26/09 

5:30pm 

If you're in the market for a new house---you know it can be a long process.  A Denver realtor knows that 

too -  

which is why she's taking home buyers on a different kind of ride.   Eyewitness News reporter Heidi 

McGuire explains.  Alright, ready to rock and roll. Ditching the car for a bike isn't really a new concept for 

some Coloradans. 

Which is why avid cyclist and eco-broker Bridget Slevin thought this is a no-brainer. “Oh yeah, bike tours, 

it's sort of the way to go.”  Alright, let‟s go let‟s go check it out. Home buying bike tours has been done in 

other cities and Bridget decided this summer it was time to start her own tour to show off houses in 

northwest Denver.  “Now you're close to the college.”  And the idea is catching on.  “We're all pent-up at 

work during the week; it's nice to get out.”  

And into several houses, usually 5 or 6, all within 2 hours.  “Instead of driving around from open house to 

open house I set them up for you.  And you get a variety to homes to look at so you can narrow down what 

kind of  

home you'd like to live in.  Other agents also benefit from the traffic the group rides offer.  “To have six 

people come through a house at one time you really get a wonderful amount of exposure.  You get to be 

excited together and it's like you‟re a kid in a candy store going into new houses.”   And the biggest bonus 

of biking is noticing what's outside that new house.  “You see so many different things riding your bike.  

It's a lot more fun to ride your bike through the neighborhood and get a feel for where you will possibly 

live.”  Because it's not just about purchasing the right home, but also buying into the right neighborhood.   

Joining the bike tour is free.  The tours go through September. 

 

07/27/09  

6am 

"Just direct your feet, to the sunny side of the street.”  The Space Shuttle Endeavour crew woke to "On the 

Sunny Side of the Street" this morning.  Today the crew will go on their fifth and final spacewalk.  They're 

installing t-v cameras on Japan's space station lab.  The shuttle endeavor leaves the space station tomorrow. 

 

07/28/09 

Noon 

A 14 year old boy is in critical condition at a Wichita hospital.  Police say he may have been hit by a 

lightning bolt.     The teen lives in Medicine Lodge.  That's in Barber County.  Emergency crews took the 

boy to the Medicine Lodge Hospital around 5 last night.  He was later brought to Saint Francis by 

helicopter. A Saint Francis spokesperson says the boy is still in critical condition. 

 

07/29/09 

6am 

People in Chicago aren't using their air conditioner.  The National Weather Service says July has been the 

coldest month recorded in the Windy City since 1942 -- that's 67 years.  Chicago's average temperature is 

barely 69 degrees. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

07/30/09 

5am 

One year, six cities, thousands of dollars saved.  It's called the take charge challenge and it's pitting these 

six Kansas City‟s against each other as they compete for the title of most energy efficient.  Eyewitness 

News reporter Megan Strader checked in to see what two of the cities are doing to get ahead.  The city of 

Wellington is taking charge and it's starting to add up. Take a look, this diner is sporting some brand new 

efficient light bulbs using a fraction of the energy and eventually saving the business money.  “I'm sure it 

has but it's just not showing up. But just the savings in light bulbs is good.”  It's all part of a challenge for 

Wellington businesses and homes to become more energy efficient.   “We've swapped out over 7,000 light 

bulbs so far and we've had six people, four people already receive rebates on new air- conditioning and 

heating units and we have two more pending so I think we're going well. We're in third place.”  And in 

order to move up, they‟re going to have to overtake Mt. Hope and Haven.  “Well I've switched out about 10 

or 12 already.”  B.C. Fletcher is doing his part to win his town the take charge challenge while improving 

his electric bill at the same time.  “It's important to me because I'm retired and my income isn't what it was 

when I was working.”  Mt Hope has cut the city's residential electric usage by 10 percent since April. And 

while both cities are trailing in the competition, both think they still have a chance. “As far as an overall 

reduction in residential rates and usage I think we do, just per bulb we don't have a prayer.  But otherwise I 

think we do.”  “They say it's not over till the fat lady sings and I just don't sing so we're going to be fighting 

until the end.” 

Megan Strader, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. The winner earns a solar panel for a city building. To take a 

look at the standings and see how much each city saved so far head to KWCH-dot-com. 

 

07/31/09 

5am 

You've heard Mark say it before -- it's been an unusual weather season.  Other experts agree, saying it's 

been an unusually mild year in tornado alley.  The National Severe Storm Laboratory in Norman, 

Oklahoma reports 826 tornadoes this year through June 30th.  That's a little over one hundred less than the 

average of the last three years.      

Mid-May through early June is typically the height of the tornado season.  This year during that time, there 

were 17 days with no tornado watches issued anywhere in the United States. 

 

08/01/09 

6pm 

E-waste collection in one northwest Kansas County tops fifty tons. Today hays hosted the first official e-

waste event in Ellis County.  People brought out-dated television sets, computers and home appliances to 

the transfer station to be recycled. I think it's huge. Everyone's trying to think green these days. And it's 

better to bring your stuff to people like this who know how to discard it correctly rather than just throw it in 

your trash. And who knows what's going to happen to it. From here, the trucks go to Osborne County.  

Electronics containing glass will be recycled in Topeka. The rest go to UNICOR, a federal program where 

prison inmates destroy hard drives and decide what can be salvaged and donated. 

 

08/02/09 



 

 

10pm 

Good evening, I‟m Kara Sewell. Severe weather is moving across western Kansas tonight. Firefighters 

report a brief tornado touchdown in Ness County near the town of Ransom. There are no injuries and no 

buildings were hit. Hail pounded towns in southwest Kansas. We received this home video from a viewer 

in Sublette. Most of the hail reports are dime to golf ball size. What can we expect for the rest of the night? 

Storm Team 12 Meteorologist Ayna Sehgal is on severe weather alert. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

08/03/09 

6pm 

E-waste collection in one northwest Kansas County tops fifty tons. The totals are new at six. Today Hays 

hosted the first official e-waste event in Ellis County.  People brought out-dated television sets, computers 

and home appliances to the transfer station to be recycled. I think it's huge. Everyone's trying to think green 

these days. And it's better to bring your stuff to people like this who know how to discard it correctly rather 

than just throw it in your trash. And who knows what's going to happen to it. From here, the trucks go to 

Osborne County.  Electronics containing glass will be recycled in Topeka. The rest go to Unicor, a federal 

program where prison inmates destroy hard drives and decide what can be salvaged and donated. 

 

08/04/09 

Noon 

Meteorologists on the west coast are watching tropical storm Felicia and Enrique. Experts say the 2 storms 

could turn into hurricanes. Both of them are just west of Mexico‟s Baja peninsula. Enrique is forecast to get 

stronger in the next 24 hours. Felicia could become a hurricane in a day or two. 

 

08/05/09 

Noon 

It‟s almost been 25 years since Kansas and Colorado began fighting over water from the Arkansas River. 

State officials say the 2 sides have finally come to an agreement. The agreement resolves issues on 

monitoring Colorado‟s use of water from the river. In 1995 the Supreme Court ordered Colorado to pay 

Kansas 34 million in damages for diverting water the rightfully belonged to Kansas. 

 

08/06/09 

5am 

Welcome back to eyewitness news this morning, Florida‟s wildlife officials consider a ban on owning 

several types of large, non-native reptiles. It comes after a pet Burmese python killed a 2-year-old girl. Also 

being considered is a ban on selling non-native pet snakes online. Florida requires reptile owners to register 

their pets, pay a one hundred dollar fee, and microchip it. 

 

08/07/09 

10pm 

One month after baseball sized hail slammed into downtown Wichita, some of the damage totals are in. 

One of the worst, Friends University where the bill is in the millions. Eyewitness News reporter Michael 

Schwanke takes you for a tour. From the ground, you may not even notice, but the damage at Friends 

University is extensive, more than 30 rooftops hit by tennis ball sized hail. On the campus were looking at 

over 6 million dollars in damage I think that catches people off guard they don't realize we had that size of 

hail. Vice president Randy Doerksen took us for a tour. Everyplace we have this copper it has to be 

replaced. The most expensive damage was at this historic administration building we have 20 tons of this 



 

 

black mined slate it was put up in 1994. You heard him right, this slate weighs 20 tons--has to be specially 

mined--and took more than a year to put up.  They're looking at different materials for replacement. My 

guess is if we go back with the slate roofing about 2.2 million dollars. The storm basically built up right on 

top of Friends. If you look over at Newman, which is right across Kellogg, it didn't have any damage. A 

bird's eye view from the Friends clock tower, which was also damaged, shows how many rooftops there 

are, this shot shows the neighborhood just to the east of Friends, much of it was hit with baseball sized hail. 

For Friends, insurance will cover almost all in. We‟re fortunate we have a 10 thousand dollar deductible we 

have a couple to meet but our max out of pocket is about 25 thousand dollars. Not bad, considering the total 

bill is more than six million. In Wichita, Michael Schwanke KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. Friends says it 

plan to hire local contractors to do much of the work. Lawrence Dumont and the ice center were also badly 

damaged in the storm.  The city says the damage for both facilities could total more than a million dollars.  

 
 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

08/08/09 

8am 

He sounds of roofers can be heard all over a Wichita neighborhood. One month after baseball sized hail hit 

the Delano area, roofers are hard at work. Not much sleep a lot of work a lot of running around. One of 

dozens of roofers in the area.  And although many homeowners have selected a company, they are still 

receiving flyers, calls, and knocks at the door. Damage to the area is in the millions of dollars and there is 

still a lot of work ahead. I got 70 estimates 20 more to run and still getting calls I got 10 roofs loaded up to 

go. One of the hardest hit places was Friends University. The roof on the historic administration building 

alone will cost more than two-million dollars to fix. Coming up in our next hour, we'll take you on a tour of 

the campus, and the damage. 

 

08/09/09 

5:30pm 

A typhoon is destroying parts of the east coast of China. That was a hotel that just collapsed in the flood 

waters. Houses have been toppled, villages are under water. Nearly a million people have fled the area. 
 

08/10/09 

5pm 

You may have heard the thunder this morning while you were at work. But people in north Kansas heard 

much more than that as trees snapped and small buildings were blown over by winds almost at 100 miles 

per hour. This storm shot was sent to us by Cindy Palmquist. It is a building at the Salina airport that was 

knocked over today. If you have any shots of today's storm. Email them to us storm shots at kwch.com. 

 

08/11/09 

10pm 

They want a wind farm. Today, landowners near wellington moved a step closer. Crews put up measuring 

towers - to see if it's there's enough wind to power an entire farm.  Eyewitness news reporter Kim Wilhelm 

has the story from Sumner County. T takes a day when there's no Kansas‟ wind to put up a tower meant to 

measure it. 

If we don't have the wind, we don't have a wind farm.  This is one of three towers going up in Sumner 

County.  Anameters, which will measure the wind, are ready to spin at the top.  At nearly 200 feet tall, 

hoisting up the structure takes precision and patience. The tower once up, will measure wind speeds for 

more than a year.  Then the company will look at that information and decide whether there's enough wind 

to build an entire farm. For landowner Richard Zech, who powers his own house with a wind turbine and 

solar panels - it just makes sense to do this wind farm test on his property. “I'm a big believer in wind 

power because it's energy blowing by every day.  Free energy if you don't take advantage of it why not? If 

built, the wind farm will have around 100 windmills covering more than 10-thousand acres.  Companies in 

a number of states, including Kansas would bid on the energy it generates.   For Sumner county landowners 



 

 

who want to see a wind farm, this tower is the first sign it may be coming, “This has got a place.  This has a 

place.” A calm day needed to raise it.  Windy days ahead needed for it to work.  In Sumner County, Kim 

Wilhelm, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. 

 

08/12/09 

5pm 

Hutch isn't the only Kansas town dealing with sinkhole problems. Several new sinkholes were discovered 

in Galena last winter. They were created from abandoned mine shafts. The three newest sinkholes were in 

the downtown area of Galena, and a mobile home park. In February, heavy rain apparently weakened the 

ground above the mines. 

 

08/13/09 

6pm 

New at six. Exxon-Mobile pleads guilty to causing the deaths of nearly one-hundred migratory birds. The 

animals died in five states, including Kansas, from 2004 to this year. The oil company agreed to pay 600-

thousand dollars, or $7000 per bird. The birds died from exposure to natural gas well reserve pits and waste 

water storage facilities. Exxon-Mobile also agreed to make changes to prevent more deaths in the future. 
 
 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

08/14/09 

5pm 

Sinkhole concerns in Hutchinson‟s Careyville neighborhood will likely force the city to close a stretch of 

Carey Boulevard. It's the latest on the story we told you earlier this week. The council votes Tuesday 

whether to shut down the street for a half mile, beginning at Williams street. The agreement also calls for 

the city to buy up a property under eminent domain if the owner can't come to an agreement with 

Vigindustries. 32 families in the Hutchinson neighborhood received letters this week letting them know salt 

mining in the area left their property condemned. And that the company that owns the nearby mined land 

would buy them out. 

 

08/15/09 

6pm 

Good evening. I'm Denise Hnytka. Three companies have agreed to pay almost four million dollars in 

penalties for a pair of ammonia spills that killed fish in Kansas and Nebraska. New at six tonight. The US. 

Justice Department and the Environmental Protection Agency filed the consent decree Friday. They allege 

that the owner, Magellan ammonia pipeline, and two operators were responsible for the spills. The first 

happened in late September 2004 near Blair, Nebraska. A spill one month later near Kingman, Kansas, 

killed more than 20-thousand fish along Smoots creek. 

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

Mother Nature puts up a fight against firefighters in California. There are now eleven fires burning across 

the state. Smoke makes it nearly impossible for helicopters and planes to dump water on the flames. The 

situation isn't much better on the ground. Hundreds of homes are in danger, but no one's been seriously 

hurt. Firefighters say the state is so dry; all it takes is a spark to start an inferno. 

 

08/17/09 

8am 

More than 60 pet dogs were the guests of honor as a dog-loving couple tied the knot in Italy this weekend. 

The canines were given special doggy treats at the outdoor reception following the church ceremony. 

Around 130 dog owners attended the wedding with their guests of honor. After the ceremony, the dogs 

were invited to an extravagant party, consisting of 'doggy bars' and a 'doggy buffet.' 

 

08/18/09 



 

 

8am 

Forget the sun, sea and sand, there's a new tourist attraction on Israel's Mediterranean coast. She's half girl, 

half fish    and if you prove she exists, she could make you rich. Here's Paula Hancocks on the million 

dollar mermaid. Beneath the waves of the Mediterranean Sea is a world teaming with life. What you may 

not have realized is among that life lives a mermaid. That's according to some residents of the Israeli 

seaside town of Kiryat Yam near Haifa who claim they've seen it. Kiryat Yam, “They told us they have 

seen some figure of a girl with a tail of a fish and she was smiling at them and then jumped and disappeared 

after a few seconds and they were very sure and they are very reasonable people.” Sounds like a fishy tale 

to me and I'm not the only one who thinks so. Armond Avisera says the only thing in this part of the sea is 

rubbish from the steady stream of ships sailing to the nearby port of Haifa. This man printed a pretty 

grotesque version of what he thinks the mermaid looks like and says he knows it's out there. It took a 15-

year-old to keep my cynicism in check. Igor Kirnus says, “2000 years ago nobody believed the earth is like 

a circle, today everybody knows that, maybe it will be the next thing, I don't know.”  According to 

eyewitness accounts the mermaid only comes out at sunset and she's apparently a little camera-shy as well 

as no one has photographic evidence, but if you do then there is a one million dollar reward in it for you. 

Those who claim to have seen her are also a little camera-shy. We didn't find a single eyewitness. But the 

mayor of Kiryat Yam assures me it's not a tourist ploy although tourism is being boosted. The local 

children all ask him if the mermaid's real and so do I. 

Kiryat Yam says, “Do you believe there's a mermaid out there?” Do not to miss out on an opportunity. The 

municipality started an outdoor cinema for the local children. Playing now, what else? The Little Mermaid. 

Paula Hancocks, CNN, Kiryat Yam, Northern Israel. 
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08/19/09 

Noon 

Residents from this neighborhood in Hutchinson can learn about some of their legal options tonight. A 

Wichita based law office is holding a meeting to discuss possible law suits. The meeting comes after some 

homes have been condemned because of sink holes from salt mining. An attorney for the law office says 

the meeting will present legal advice to Careyville residents. It begins at 6:30 at the Grand Prairie hotel in 

Hutchinson. 

 

08/20/09 

5am 

Storms have been hitting our area all week long, and we've been fortunate that few damage reports have 

been called in. But take a look at this storm shot sent in to us late yesterday morning out of Spivey, Kansas. 

This fire at an oilfield tank battery was caused by lightning. If you have a picture you'd like to share, send it 

in to stormshots @kwch.com. 

 

08/21/09 

5am 

A storm rips through Canada, killing one person. At least three tornadoes hit the Ontario Province. Trees 

were knocked down throughout the town of Durham, and several buildings were damaged. Twisters were 

also spotted in the towns of Vaughan and Blue Mountain. In Vaughan, residents said roofs were torn off 

homes. And in Blue Mountain, there was heavy damage and a highway had to be closed.  

 

08/22/09 

8am 

Bermuda is expected to get up to 5 inches of rain from Hurricane Bill. The storm is currently 180 miles 

south west of Bermuda, packing 105 mile an hour winds. It's expected to pass between Bermuda and the 

eastern U.S. seaboard, and is already churning waters along the southeast coast. Forecasters say Bill could 

regain intensity over the weekend, with offshore waves of 20 feet or more at some East Coast beaches. 

 

08/23/09 

10pm 



 

 

A seven-year-old girl dies after being swept out to sea by hurricane Bill. A large wave knocked the girl and 

two others into the water this afternoon. This is home video of the coast guard rescuing the trio. 

The girl later died. They were among thousands of people watching the surf at Acadia national park in 

Maine. Bill moved along the east coast but never came ashore. 

 

08/24/09 

5am 

Hurricane bill is now a tropical storm near Canada. A seven-year-old girl dies after being swept out to sea 

by bill. A large wave knocked the girl and two others into the water yesterday afternoon. This is home 

video of the coast guard rescuing them. The girl later died. They were among thousands of people watching 

the surf at Acadia National Park in Maine. Bill moved along the east coast but never came ashore. The 

hurricane is also blamed for the death of a 54-year-old swimmer on Saturday in Florida.      

 

08/25/09 

6pm 

Tenants say they had no idea a fire was spreading through their building until a loud knock on the door 

from a neighbor. Late last night, a tenant says he stepped outside to smoke a cigarette and knew something 

was wrong at the Ashbury apartments by the smell. He and another man started knocking on doors and 

windows to wake people up. Fire crews immediately called for extra help to fight the flames. Which 

neighbors say spread quickly, "All I could think to do was just hurry up and run.  I wanted to go back and 

get my things like shoes and stuff, but the fire was just too close." Clean-up crews spent the morning 

shoveling away insulation and debris from 20 units. 

The American Red Cross is providing hotel rooms for people in those apartments. The fire did more than 

150-thousand dollars in damage. Investigators are still trying to determine how it started. 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

08/26/09 

6pm 

A python from the Great Bend zoo is home after a road trip. The zoo's director says the 14-foot-reptile 

escaped early Tuesday morning. He says the snake got out through a hole in the fence around the python 

exhibit. 

The director says a driver found it in a road near the zoo. He says the python has been recaptured and it 

another snake have been moved to a more secure area.  

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

Colorado wildlife officials say it's nearing hibernation time and bears are getting more aggressive, check 

out the latest example. This SUV looks fine from the outside, but inside is a whole other story. This is what 

happens when a bear is trapped and trying to get out. The bear ate the steering wheel and part of the front 

seat. The owner could only join his neighbors in watching as the bear destroyed his brand new car, “I was 

probably the only one that was a little bit emotionally attached to what was going on. It was my brand new 

car. I was pretty upset about it." Vail police say this is the third time the same bear has broken into a car it 

apparently knows how to get in--but not how to get back out. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 

Some classic planes were flying at Wichita's Jabara airport today getting ready for this weekend's Wichita 

flight festival. In addition to wing-walking and aerobatic routines, there will also be a career services area 

to help laid-off workers. The festival is free... but there will be a five-dollar admission charge for a show 

Saturday night featuring Beatles tribute band Liverpool. Find the complete schedule of events at k-w-c-h 

dot com slash web. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 



 

 

Booster ignition and liftoff of the space shuttle discovery. New this morning, the space shuttle Discovery is 

headed to the International Space Station, after a launch late last night. The crew originally tried to launch 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but storms and technical problems kept them on the ground. The crew of 

Discovery is on a supply mission to the International Space Station. 

 

08/30/09 

5:30pm 

California's governor is urging people to evacuate their homes if they're being threatened by fire. Governor 

Arnold Schwarzenegger said three people were burned Saturday when they ignored evacuation orders. At 

least 6-thousand homes have been evacuated from communities near the fire burning in the mountains 

north of Los Angeles. Four evacuation centers have been set up, with more to come. 

 

08/31/09 

6pm 

The Environmental Protection Agency will test the air in Treece next month for lead and other metals. And 

next week, the EPA and other health agencies will do blood-lead screenings in the former lead mining 

town. Both sets of tests are in response to citizens voicing their concerns at a listening session held recently 

in Treece The small south-eastern Kansas town wants a buyout of their town similar to one that happened 

to near-by Picher, Oklahoma, another former lead-mining town. 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

Families in California try to salvage what they can from their burned homes but tonight firefighters say 

they're optimistic because the weather's changing. It's expected to bring higher humidity and cooler 

temperatures. The fires have already burned more than 60 homes and threaten some 10-thousand houses. 

The newest weapon is this 747 jet it's dropping more than 20-thousand gallons of fire retardant at once. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

A house in southwest Sedgwick County catches fire and tonight investigators are still trying to figure out 

why. The home burned to the ground and the fire was a challenge for fire fighters to get under control. 

They were delayed getting to the scene because the closest station is eight miles away and because there's 

no water at the scene they had to truck it in from the nearest town five miles away. The damage is 

estimated at 480 thousand dollars. 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

A piece of space junk may pose a risk to discovery, and the international space station. Debris from an old 

European rocket is expected to pass within 2 miles of station on Friday. NASA Mission Control may 

decide to maneuver the station, and the shuttle docked with it, to avoid collision. 

 

09/04/09 

Noon 

Fire bosses say they are making progress in taming the 226-square-mile arson fire north of Los Angeles 

that has 

led to a homicide investigation into the deaths of two firefighters. A spokesman says its pretty “quiet" on 

the fire lines as hand crews and bulldozers clear a containment line around fire's perimeter. The blaze is 38 

percent 

surrounded. 

 

09/05/09 

6pm 



 

 

Meanwhile, a wildfire burning in Montana has doubled in size. Evacuations have been ordered near 

Columbus, Montana, affecting about 100 homes. Firefighters say the fire was first spotted Thursday 

afternoon. Since then about 200 firefighters have been brought in to battle the flames. There is no 

information on the cause of the fire. 

 

09/06/09 

10pm 

More than 30 people are missing after a ferry capsizes in the Philippines. The ferry started to sink the 

middle of the night. Terrified passengers jumped into the water to escape. Eyewitnesses say parents 

dropped children into life rafts. Others held on until daybreak and climbed onto rescue ships. At least nine 

people are confirmed dead. Nearly one-thousand people were rescued. 

 

09/07/09 

5am 

We continue coverage on massive wildfires. Massive wildfires continue to burn in Los Angeles burning in 

Los Angeles. The fire is now 51 percent contained. The fire has consumed more than 157-thousand acres. 

Crews are trying to keep the fire from spreading to a nearby wilderness. Firefighters say its slow going. It's 

been one week since two firefighters died in the blaze. And at least 80 homes have been destroyed. So far, 

it's cost nearly 50-million dollars to fight the fire. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

Areas around Wichita are seeing flooding this morning from all the heavy rain.  These are some areas you 

may want to avoid in your morning commute. 61 street North & Webb road, Oliver Street between 47th 

Street South and 45th Street South to I-135 and 85th street north, you may also want to avoid Lincoln and 

Volutsi, Lincoln and Hillside is closed on 49th street south and Hedrow and Murdock from Washington to 

Mosley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

Heavy rains mean a change of plans for people attending this year's Walnut Valley festival. Organizers 

don't want campers to show up before Saturday. The walnut river reaches flood stage at 18 feet in Winfield. 

The national weather service believes the river will crest tomorrow morning so flooding on the west side of 

the fairgrounds is a possibility, “Well, I would imagine there's some of our friends that are still home that 

are staying home, but the ones that are on the road, they're already committed." More than 5-hundred 

camping spots are already spoken for. Those people won't have to move.  Flooding last year forced the 

festival to relocate to Winfield City Lake. This year's festival starts a week from today. 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

Stormy weather kept them from launching now it may keep the shuttle discovery crew from landing on 

time. The shuttle is expected home tonight, but the weather may keep the astronauts in space for a few 

more days. Storms in Florida could hang around through the end of next week. NASA says Discovery has 

enough supplies to last until Sunday.  The weather dilemma has NASA planning for a possible landing at 

its back-up site at Edwards Air Force base in California. The shuttle crew performed three spacewalks and 

dropped off supplies at the international space station. 

 

09/11/09 



 

 

7am 

The space shuttle discovery will attempt to land this evening. The question is where. Rain and Wind 

prevented Discovery from landing last night. Mission Control ordered the seven astronauts to stay in orbit 

an extra day.   NASA hopes Discovery will be able to touch down in Florida. But if weather gets worse, 

Discovery will be diverted to a backup site in California.  Florida landings are preferred because the cross-

country ferry trip for the shuttle eats up $1.7 million and more than a week. 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

Some good news for Kansas farmers this fall. State agriculture officials say they expect plentiful crops as 

fall harvest nears. The Kansas agricultural statistics service reports that corn production in Kansas is 

forecast at a record 581 million bushels. And growers are also on track to set a record for soybean 

production... about 140 million bushels. 

 

09/13/09 

10pm 

A woman dies in this overnight house fire. Crews arrived to first and Ridgewood and found the home 

engulfed in smoke and flames. Investigators say the fire was accidental and started in the kitchen. Two 

rooms were heavily damaged by fire damage is estimated at around 90-thousand dollars. The woman was 

the only person home at the time, no other injuries were reported. 

 

09/14/09 

10pm 

Bad concrete means all the work done at this bridge will have to be done all over again. Crews have to 

rebuild the Kellogg exit ramp *to eye-135 over hydraulic because tests discovered the concrete wasn't 

strong enough to handle traffic.  K-dot says about 40 percent of the concrete was a bad batch. It's still 

looking into how that happened. The contractor will pay to replace the concrete. K-dot says this shouldn't 

delay the project because more crews are working longer hours to meet the November deadline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

People in a Detroit neighborhood say they saw a plane overhead and heard what sounded like a missile, 

moments later their neighbor's house has a huge hole in the roof. As I was listening I looked to my right we 

heard the impact and I saw a lot of white pieces large pieces about like this, “We seen the plane coming and 

then we heard a big boom...looked up and seen there was a big hole in the roof of the house oh, there's still 

some in here wow.” Check it out this is what came crashing down a chunk of ice that fell apart when it hit 

the roof leaving a big hole behind. The homeowner's family called the F-A-A. The agency wants to see 

pictures of the ice and the hole and plans to investigate. 

 

09/16/09 

8am 

An Ohio man is back home after a record-breaking eight-thousand mile bike ride. Phil Nagle rode across 

the country to raise awareness about Leukemia and Lymphoma. In all, Phil biked 82-hundred miles in eight 

weeks. He says he got several flat tires and had to bike through some terrible weather...but says it was all 

worth it. 

 

09/17/09 

6am 



 

 

The clouds have kept it in check this week, but in the coming days you may notice a little more sun on your 

drive to and from work. It's all because of the upcoming fall equinox. That's when the sun rises directly in 

the east and sets directly in the west. With near blinding sunlight in your eyes, it can be difficult to see stop 

lights, or things like walkers and animals. Experts say the easiest way to stay safe is to buy a good pair of 

sunglasses, and flip-your rear-view mirror to night vision. The fall equinox occurs next Tuesday. 

 

09/18/09 

5am 

These sea turtles laying eggs on the Mexican coast are getting an armed escort. The Mexican navy and 

coast guard will be guarding the turtle‟s nests to protect against poachers. A wildlife expert says the sea 

turtles left about 1 point 3 million eggs on this beach last year. Biologists expect a similar number this year. 

The beach is on the Pacific side and tourist come from all over the world to see the turtles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

09/19/09 

8am 

Because they're easy to grow, Daylilies are an increasingly popular flower in Kansas. But if you're seeing 

fewer blossoms, it may be time to divide them down. This morning the folks from Kansas State Research 

and Extension show us how. Daylilies are another one of our great backbones of the perennial garden for 

Kansas.  But, as with any plant, they tend to get larger and larger.  And the signal for when a daylily needs 

to be divided is that you don't get as many blossoms.  You just have less overall impact floral display. You 

can divide daylilies two times in Kansas.  One is early spring, when they're just starting to come up out of 

the ground.  Or the other time is to do it just after they're finished flowering.  A lot of daylilies go naturally 

dormant after they flower.  If you've ever noticed a healthy green clump of foliage starts to brown out in 

July and August - that's because the plants in a natural dormant state in summer.  And that signals that it's a 

good time to divide. It's best when you divide a daylily that you go ahead and dig the entire plant.  Because 

you're going to want to get in there with a knife, with a saw, or whatever it takes-- because it's a very thick, 

tight clump. So with a daylily, you'll start around the edge of the plant.  And you're just going to take your 

spade, and you're going to slice down into the soil.  It's best to work your way around the entire plant, 

because you'll have a fairly good-sized root ball that you'll be lifting. You want to get enough soil that you 

support a lot of the root growth.  A nice sized division on daylilies is going to be somewhere around three 

to five growing shoots or these fans of leaves that come out. There are a couple of ways to divide a daylily 



 

 

clump.  One is to just take your hands, and just force it apart.  A lot of times, they just have a natural break.  

You can see the root system in there; it's healthy and all ready for a new group.  I could just go ahead and 

plant this back, but my concern is with this much growth.  Instead of dividing a daylily every three to five 

years, which is recommended, I would have to be here sooner because there are so many fans, or shoots in 

here.  So, then I can get in here and try to break that apart again, or I can take a butcher knife, or a sharp 

saw, and there you have a nice division with about three fans to start your new clump. For more 

information, visit your local extension office, or visit our website. 

Find more tips for your lawn and garden by going to your local extension office, or just go on-line to k-w-

c-h dot com slash morning. 

 

09/21/09 

Noon 

Folks in the southeast are literally watching things float away. Jimmy Roberts found his home filled with 

mud, and his vehicle floating down what used to be the nearby river. Both two people have died after trying 

to drive through high water.  

 

09/22/09 

5am 

Widespread rain is stopping farmers from planting their winter wheat and harvesting other fall crops. A 

report released Monday shows seeding is down in both Kansas and Oklahoma. Only 9 percent has been 

planted in Kansas, compared to 17 percent. Oklahoma farmers have planted 17 percent of its seeds 

compared to its normal 25. 

 
09/23/09 

5am 

A new wildfire is keeping firefighters busy in southern California again. The fire has burned six-thousand 

acres and is expected to grow larger today. Firefighters have no control over the flames in Fillmore, which 

is an hour north of Los Angeles. Triple digit heat mixed with gusty winds could make things tougher today. 

A few hundred mandatory evacuation orders have been given. So far there's no official cause of the fire, but 

officials say spontaneous manure fires are common in those farm areas when conditions are hot and dry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

09/24/09 

5am  
There's no stopping it. Pine wilt disease is killing thousands of Kansas trees and experts say it will only get 

worse. It‟s becoming an increasing problem. Here‟s what it looks like. You'll find trees like this all over 

Wichita. Pine Wilt is spread by a beetle.  It carries a parasite that basically clogs the arteries of the tree. 

Once infected, the tree dies quickly. It went really fast the green just went away. It can seem like overnight 

the tree turns brown. Experts say most Austrian and Scotch Pines will die. To slow the spread to other trees 

it's important to remove the tree before next spring. That's when the beetles search out new trees to infect. 

 

09/25/09 

5am   
It's not the typical fish story about the big one that got away. Take a look. A fisherman at stone creek park 

in Derby caught this unusual fish called an Oscar. The problem is he set it free after taking these pictures. 

The Kansas department of wildlife and parks warns you that it's illegal to release tropical fish into the wild. 



 

 

And if you catch one, don't throw it back. Call wildlife and parks instead, because Exotic fish can carry 

disease that threatens native populations. And they rarely survive because of the climate. 

 

09/27/09 

530pm 

The great pumpkin doesn't just exist in the "peanuts" cartoons. Take a look at this giant fruit tipped the 

scales at the Harvest Festival in Wisconsin. It weighs more than 15-hundred pounds and was the center of 

attention at the annual event. The person who grew the pumpkin says no special concoctions led to the 

oversized yield, just a lot of love and attention. 

 

09/28/09 

6pm 

Wichita officials dedicate the project to control flooding of Cowskin Creek. The creek area has been 

improved with channels and an over-bank area that will move flood waters out of the creek. Officials say 

the 18-month project has already been effective.  During recent rain, water levels were about one foot 

below where they would normally be. 

 

09/29/09 

6pm 

The environmental group the Sierra Club wants to intervene in a federal anti-pollution lawsuit against 

Westar Energy. The federal government's lawsuit claims Westar modified the coal-fired Jeffrey Energy 

Center near Topeka but didn't do enough to update the plant's pollution control equipment. Westar has 

denied the allegations. 

 

09/30/09 

Noon 

A powerful earthquake hits Indonesia this morning. At least 13 people are killed and hundreds more are 

hurt. 

 Officials at the u-s geological survey say the quake had a magnitude of seven-point-nine. A tsunami 

warning was issued for the countries along the Indian Ocean earlier today, but the warning has been lifted. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFTEY Q-3 

 

07/01/09 

10pm 

New tonight, don't blame the sludge for brain tumors. That's the news residents of Cameron Missouri got 

today, many of them developed tumors in recent years. The EPA suspected the cause was sludge from a 

leather company. Farmers in the area had used it as fertilizer. Today, health officials say test results on the 

sludge from four farms show low levels of a cancer chemical known as chromium six, not enough to pose a 

health risk. Investigators plan to test more farm soil later this month. 

 

07/02/09 

5am 



 

 

As the country's population grows, so does its collective waistline. The nation's annual obesity rankings are 

out, and Kansas ranks as the 18th worst. Researchers find 27-percent of Kansas adults are not just 

overweight but obese.  Kansas ranks 22nd when it comes to overweight and obese children. The report 

recommends a coordinated national program against obesity because current policies at the state and local 

level aren't working. They are not having an impact on the degree of obesity that we have right now. 

Scientists say obese adults live nearly as long as their thinner, healthier counterparts. However, they are 

sicker for longer periods and time and require costly medical attention. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

Also new this morning, a man's in critical condition after an overnight motorcycle accident in Hutchinson. 

An officer tells us a 32 year old man was southbound on Main Street when he struck a rock post at the 

Carey Park entrance. The man was unconscious when police arrived on scene around 1-30 this morning. He 

was air lifted to a Wichita hospital in critical condition with injuries to his left arm and head. Police have 

not released the man's name. 

 

07/04/09 

8am 

Also new this morning, a four-year-old in Colby is killed after he's run over by a forklift. The Kansas 

highway patrol reports four-year-old Justin Schroeder was riding on a forklift with his father yesterday 

afternoon... When he fell off and was run over by a back tire. The child was taken to the hospital where he 

died. 

 

07/05/09 

10pm 

Good evening I‟m Denise Hnytka. New at ten, a person is critically hurt in a mobile home fire in Towanda. 

Butler County Dispatch says the call came in about eight-forty. One man was taken to a Wichita Hospital. 

Dispatchers did not know how much damage was done to the mobile home. Fire crews are still on scene. 

 

07/06/09 

6am 

A man remains in critical condition after being burned in a mobile home fire. We first told you about the 

fire in Towanda last night at ten. The victim, in his late 30s, was taken to a Wichita hospital with second 

and third degree burns over much of his body. The fire happened around 8:30 last night.  Officials say it 

appears there was some type of explosion. The home has lots of heat and smoke damage, and one room has 

fire damage. The cause is under investigation. 

 

07/07/09 

6pm 

Preferred health systems customers will soon be able to use their benefits at Wesley medical center. The 

hospital announced today an agreement giving p-h-s members the chance to be included as in-network 

starting at the new near. Wesley is currently only in-network with blue cross blue shield, but that contract 

expires at the end of this year. They are still negotiating a new contract. Via Christi announced in may that 

it will be included in blue cross blue shield's network beginning next year. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/08/09 

Noon 

In the health watch this noon, a new study is warning that people who travel often are more likely to get a 

blood clot. Scientists say long distance journey's can triple your chance of getting a clot.  Researchers came 

to this conclusion after comparing people who travel a long time to those who sit still for long periods of 

time. Experts suggest drinking lots of water and moving around as much as possible while you are traveling 

long distances can help reduce the risk of fatal blood clots. 

 



 

 

07/09/09 

6am 

A cable fails at a power distribution station forcing the power to go out in west Los Angeles. Power went 

out last night around 7:30 and lasted more than two hours. The blackout caused massive traffic jams and 

trapped at least a dozen people in elevators. More than 20-thousand customers were without power. 

 

07/10/09 

5am 

Smoke still filled the air in Anthony overnight. This after a fire damaged and destroyed several businesses. 

The state fire marshal's office says the weight of a trash truck caused a section of road to collapse. The 

falling roadway broke a natural gas line. As for what caused the gas to ignite, investigators admit they may 

never know. You can't see what's underground and there was a significant enough of a gap that the weight 

of the trucks going down this alley, eventually something bad is going to happen and it did. A man inside 

the trash truck suffered serious injuries, but wasn't burned in the fire. Investigators plan to speak with him 

and the other man in the truck. So far, there's no cost estimate on the damage. 

 
07/11/09 

8am 

A crash at a busy Wichita intersection sends a woman to the hospital. The crash happened just before seven 

last night at 29th and rock. Police say a pickup trying to make a u-turn collided with a car. The woman in 

the car suffered some type of medical problem. She‟s in critical condition tonight. The driver of the pickup 

was not hurt. 

 
07/12/09 

10pm 

A 16-year-old falls from a zip line in Butler County. It happened this afternoon in the 4-thousand block of 

southwest Haverhill road south of El Dorado. 911 dispatch says the boy fell several feet to the ground. 

Paramedics took him to a Wichita hospital in critical condition. There‟s no update on his condition tonight. 
 

07/13/09 

6am 

The government estimates 131-thousand veterans are homeless at any given time. Now a lack of funding 

has forced one western Kansas shelter to scale back operations. Emmaus house in garden city now closes 

on weekends and holidays. Its director says funding cuts and a shortage of volunteers are the reason. The 

homeless shelter will stay open during the week, at least for now. 

 

07/14/09 

Noon 

In the health watch this noon county health officials encourage you to exercise.  But they're warning to be 

careful while working out in this heat.  The health department recommends drinking 5 to 9 ounces of water 

every 20 minutes during exercise and wear light-weight, loose fitting clothes.  Outdoor activities are best 

early in the morning before it gets hot.  If you can't work out in the morning, health officials say try a 

summer membership at a gym or taking a walk at an indoor shopping mall.  For more tips log on to k-w-c-h 

dot com. 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/15/09 

5pm 

A Colorado mom just found out how dangerous the summers temperatures can be.  Her 14 month old 

daughter suffered third degree burns on her leg after kneeling on a playground platform.  Now the little girl 

has a bandage wrapped around the entire lower part of her left leg. The burns extend from her knee to her 

ankle and she will probably need surgery. The fire department in the area demonstrates how hot the 



 

 

playground gets.  "Give this one a shot see what we got. So it‟s stopping at 117 degrees, showing 136 now 

dropping slightly to 134.5. It's jumping into the 150s, it's like very important that parents have their 

children dressing appropriately. They should not be running around barefooted.”  The rubber mats made of 

recycled tires on playgrounds provide padding in case of a fall, but they appeared to reach the highest 

temperatures, well above 150 degrees.   

 

 
 07/16/09 
Noon 

In a health watch alert, there are three new swine flu cases in central Kansas.  The state health department 

says a child in Edwards County and a child and an adult from Stafford County have all been confirmed to 

have the h1n1 virus.  It brings the total number of cases in Kansas this year to 186.  Keep in mind, those 

aren't all active cases, but the number reported since the outbreak earlier this year.  The state urges common 

sense health precautions:  washing hands, coughing into your elbow to keep from spreading germs, as well 

as staying home when you're sick.  

 

07/17/09 

Noon 

Think your child text's too much?  Then you may want them to see this next story.  In the health watch, 

what's called texting teen tendonitis.   It happens when teens spend too much time texting and don't watch 

how they do it.  Bailey sent 8-thousand texts last month alone and now she says she's feeling the result of it.  

"Just mainly back and neck problems and thumb numbness and it hurts." A physician says "a lot of them 

report pain in their thumbs, in their elbows, in their back and neck. When you look into it and investigate a 

little bit further, we see commonly the culprit is texting.  What I tell them is 'hey, you might be normal 

now, but when you are forty or fifty, you can get arthritis.”  The doctor recommends exercise for Bailey to 

increase to hand strength but also a ration on those texts. 

Dr. Sadler recommends limiting texting to 50 a day, and maintaining good posture when you do text. 

 

07/18/09  

8am 

For years, the Kansas department of health and environment has cleaned up meth labs. Not anymore. 

Budget cuts have forced the KDHE to drop the program. Last year, the agency cleaned up 170 drug labs 

across the state. Sedgwick County had 14 last year and 10 so far this year. Each cleanup costs about 12-

hundred dollars. Responsibility for the cleanup now falls on local police departments. Many will rely on 

federal grants to help defray the cost. 

 

07/19/09 

10pm 
A Butler county deputy is hit by a car. It happened this morning just east of Andover. The sheriff says 

police had pulled over a stolen car. While the deputy was waiting for a tow truck, a passing vehicle clipped 

him. Paramedics took him to a Wichita hospital where he was expected to be released tonight. The driver of 

the vehicle took off on foot after the crash.  Officers from several departments searched the area and took 

him into custody. 

 

07/20/09 

8am 

The health insurance industry releases a nationwide ad campaign today in support of universal coverage.  

Meantime, an overhaul of the insurance industry tops the agenda for the Obama administration this week. 

Both houses of Congresses are working on bills and the President hopes to have something to sign in 

September. He says it is vital to the nation's long-term economic recovery. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/21/09 

6am 



 

 

We continue to check in with counties affected by last night's storms. Here's the latest damage reports to 

come into our newsroom - winds up to 60 miles an hour hit El Dorado Lake knocking over two campers in 

the shady creek area.  Butler County dispatchers tell us people were staying in the campers.  They all have 

minor injuries. Some power poles were down in Augusta.  Also last night, some homes were hit by 

lightning in south Wichita and Haysville. We're told smoke was visible, but there were no fires. 

 

07/22/09 

6am 

Police and safety experts tell us cell phones distract drivers and even hands free devices don't reduce the 

risk of accidents.  But consumer advocates claim the government's known this for years and withheld the 

information that could save lives.  Eyewitness News reporter Teri Okita shows us the research and why 

some say we haven't seen it before now.  Driving while talking on your cell phone can increase the risk of 

an accident by three or four times.  And the National Highway Safety Administration has known it for 

years.  Even hands - free driving can be  

dangerous.   Margaret Kwoca says “that risk is almost equal to drunk driving. Some of the studies date back 

as far as 2002, and two consumer groups say the government kept the information private and misled the 

public in believing driving, hands-free, is safe.  “The idea that the federal government can withhold 

important safety data and its research on public safety is really disastrous.”  The Center for Auto Safety and 

the Public Citizen Advocacy Group filed a lawsuit to have the NHTSA release the information. They claim 

there were political reasons for withholding the research, including pressure from the cell phone industry 

and congress.  Back then, many states were just starting to create distracted driving laws, and some in 

congress warned the highway traffic agency not to lobby states over the safety issue - or risk billions of 

dollars in funding.  Current transportation officials point back to the Bush administration, and the 

Department of Transportation says it's "deeply concerned that drivers are taking their focus off the road to 

send text messages or use their cell phone.”  The consumer groups are hoping lawmakers will ban drivers' 

phone use all together.  Teri Okita, CBS News, Los Angeles.  Among findings in the studies-driver 

distraction contributes to about a quarter of all police reported traffic crashes and even with hands-free 

devices, a cell phone conversation takes the driver's focus off the road. 

 

07/23/09 

6am 

Is it safe...or can a new vaccine make you sick?  Do you want to volunteer to find out?  The government 

hopes so. 

It's looking for volunteers to test out the swine flu vaccine.  People in Australia are already lining up to 

become test cases.  Now US health officials want to do the same.  They'll test adults first and if it's safe 

they'll move on to children. They'll get results within weeks to find out if the vaccine is safe, effective and 

in what doses.  The government has 10 tests sites.  The closest to us is in Kansas City. 

 

07/24/09 

6am 

New this morning, we continue to learn more about an overnight house fire. A cat and two dogs have died 

in it. The fire broke out around 3:30 this morning in the 5-thousand block of south Brookhaven. Officials 

tell us 8 people were inside the home, and one person was treated at the scene for smoke inhalation. The 

house is a total loss and damage estimates are about 70-thousand dollars. Investigators are still looking into 

how the fire started. 

  

07/25/09 

10pm 

A parade in the morning, football in the evening. The Kansas Shrine Bowl returns to Wichita. The day 

began with a parade through the Delano district. It ended with tonight's big game at Cessna stadium. 

Proceeds from the day's events benefit Shriners Children Hospitals. We'll have highlights from the game 

coming up later in sports. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/26/09 

5:30pm 

Denise, southbound traffic on I-135 is moving again, as well as there on the Lincoln Street Bridge. The 

loads of emergency vehicles are gone and the lawn here where I‟m standing is empty of spectators, many 

sitting in lawn chairs staring at what the man perched on that harry street road sign planned to do. A driver 

spotted the man and called police around 2:30 this afternoon. Once officers saw it for themselves, several 

emergency vehicles were dispatched to the area; Wichita police, highway patrol, EMS and fire. Neighbors 

who live along the highway came out to watch. The man, who police say is between 25 and 35 years old, 

was clearly agitated. After an hour and a half of him yelling 'shut up' repeatedly, and throwing glass from a 

broken light at officers, a negotiator convinced him to climb back to safety. He was throwing things at the 

negotiators as they were trying to talk to him. He never really communicated with us. In his mind, he just 

made the decision to come back up. Officers didn't even know the man's name as he left the scene. They 

hoped the hospital would have a record of him. Denise. 

 

07/27/09 
5am 

New this morning, a teenager is flown to the hospital late last night after an accident in McPherson County. 

This happened just before midnight. The passenger told deputies the two were dancing to music in the car 

when they veered off interstate 35 and struck a bridge near mile marker 48. They then went in the opposite 

direction and across two lanes of traffic. An 18-wheeler hit them on the driver's side, putting the teens in 

the ditch. The teen driver has a head injury and was flown to a Wichita hospital in critical condition, and 

he's expected to be okay. The female and the driver of the 18 wheeler were not hurt. I-35 was closed for an 

hour. 

 
07/28/09 

5am 

You may want to think twice before you text behind the wheel. For the first time, researchers have 

conducted a study of driver‟s texting inside their vehicles and what they found is alarming.  Susan Roberts 

has the latest from Washington.  Texting while driving is even more dangerous than previously thought.  

"People like, dit dit dit dit and not paying attention to the highway and they could hit something and you 

could get hit or I could get hit."  In a new study due out today, researchers at the Virginia Tech 

Transportation Institute found truck drivers who text were twenty-three times more likely to get into a crash 

or near-crash.  Right before an accident, drivers took their eyes off the road for nearly five seconds. At 55 

mph that's plenty of time to cover more than the length of a football field. 

Researchers say their findings should be applied to all drivers.  "I don't believe anyone driving should be 

texting, whether it's car, motorcycle, or trucks."  Fourteen states currently ban texting while driving 

including D.C. The habit  

is still a relatively new phenomenon so there haven't been many studies looking at the real effects.  But a 

string of recent transit crashes has shown just how hazardous texting can be. The driver of this train in 

Massachusetts told authorities he was texting his girlfriend moments before his rear-end collision. The 

crash sent more than 60 people to the hospital.  In California, 25 people were killed last fall in a commuter 

crash. The driver who also died was texting shortly before the accident.  But the dangers aren't just 

associated with texting. While less risky, today's study also shows dialing or talking on a cell phone can 

increase your chances of crashing.  The advice from researchers - ditches the distractions and keeps your 

eyes on the road.  Susan Roberts, CBS News, Washington. 

Texting while driving has been discussed in the Kansas legislature, but a bill for it has not been passed. 

 

07/29/09 

6am 

Researchers are testing a new cancer drug in Wichita.  The University of Kansas Cancer Center will test 

Nanotax. It's supposed to help with the side effects of chemotherapy.  21 people with abdominal cancer will 

take part in the phase one trial - the first of its kind in Wichita.  "This brings an entirely new dimension to 



 

 

the cancer research effort here by making available phase one clinical trials and we're very excited about 

that."  The Kansas Bioscience Authority is helping fund the research program. 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/30/09 

5am 

In the health watch this morning the government announces new priorities in its fight against the h1n1 

virus.  Pregnant women, health care workers and children will all get top priority for swine flu vaccinations 

later this year.  

There are about 160 million people in the priority groups, and the government is only expected to have 120 

million vaccine doses available this fall. 

 

07/31/09 

5am 

Kansas Attorney General Steve Six outlines the rules for the state's Silver Alert System.  The new program 

helps locate missing adults.  For police to issue an alert a person must meet the following criteria.  First 

they must be 65 or older.  Second they must have some type of medical or mental condition that affects 

decision making.  And the person must be missing under unusual circumstances.  The Silver Alert System 

is similar to Amber Alerts used to find missing children. 

 

08/01/09 

6pm 

Good evening, I‟m Kara Sewell. A rollover crash sends four people to a Wichita hospital. It happened 

around two this afternoon just west of K-42 on MacArthur road. The highway patrol says the driver of the 

SUV was speeding when he lost control. The SUV rolled several times, coming to rest on its side in a ditch. 

Paramedics took two men to Saint Francis hospital in critical condition. Two other men suffered less 

serious injuries. Everyone in the SUV is from Wichita. Police say none of them was wearing seat belts. 

 

08/02/09 

10pm 

A man loses his life after losing control of his motorcycle. The crash happened around 3:30 this afternoon 

at MacArthur and I-235. Police say the man was heading north on the interstate when he lost control on a 

curve. Eyewitnesses say the man appeared to be speeding when he crashed. No other vehicles were 

involved. Police have not released the man's name. 

      

08/03/09 

5am 

A rollover crash in south Wichita turns deadly. Police say Juan Gonzalez died hours after this crash near 

MacArthur and K-42 Saturday afternoon. Three other people were hurt in the crash. Police say no one in 

the SUV was wearing seat belt 

 

08/04/09 

10pm 

One town, one fire station? New tonight, city commissioners in El Dorado say that's not enough, and vote 

to build another fire house. Here‟s a look at why. Right now the only fire station in El Dorado is at 1st and 

Vine. Tonight, city commissioners voted to build another station on the west side of town. The fire chief 

says...right now it takes too long to get to some fire scenes, more than seven minutes in some cases. And 

we found one resident who agrees. Brad Newby lost his house to a fire last year. By the time firefighters 

arrived it was too late to save the building. 

If I was to experience the same fire again, I would hope there'd be a new station on this side of town. The 

city hopes a FEMA grant will cover much of the one-million dollars that will cost to build a new station. 



 

 

 

08/05/09 

10pm 

The 25-year-old driver of this car is air-lifted to a Wichita hospital   this afternoon...where he remains in 

critical condition tonight. The accident was near 63rd street south and K-42. Investigators say the driver of 

the car didn't stop completely at a stop sign and ran into a pick-up truck. Fire crews had to use the Jaws of 

Life to get the driver of the car out. The pick-up truck driver had minor injuries.  
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08/06/09 

5am 

Speaking of World War II, German workers near Hamburg Harbor find an old bomb. The harbor was 

closed for several hours yesterday, while officials brought the 500 pound British bomb ashore to defuse it. 

World War II era bombs are still found regularly in Germany, even more than 60 years after the end of the 

war. 

 

08/07/09 

10pm 

When school ended for students this spring, swine flu fear was at its peak.  More than 700 schools shut 

their doors. But things will be different this fall. Federal guidelines were unveiled today to help schools 

prepare for an outbreak of the H1N1 flu. The government made suggestions for when to send students 

home and when to close. However a spokesperson for the Wichita school district says those policies won't 

have any effect on USD 259. The spokesperson says they usually ask parents to keep sick children home 24 

hours after the fever breaks. The decision whether to close a school will come on a case by case basis. Later 

this month Wichita officials plan to meet with health department workers and leaders from other districts. 

They‟ll discuss how to respond to the swine flu. 

 

08/08/09 

8am 

A man is lucky to be alive, after he's just mere inches from getting hit by a fork lift. Take a look at these 

pictures from Broadway and 9th in Wichita yesterday. Police say the garbage truck turned onto Broadway 

as the car crossed the center line and drove right into the truck. The fork lift pierced the windshield and the 

driver's door, but the prongs passed on either side of the man. The man is in the hospital in good condition. 

 

08/09/09 

5:30pm 

A woman is flown to a Wichita hospital in critical condition this afternoon after she falls off a horse. It 

happened near 117th and 151st street, just northwest of Bentley. Sedgwick County EMS says they found 

the woman in the middle of the road with a serious head injury. She was taken by helicopter to Saint 

Francis. Her condition tonight is unknown.  

 

08/10/09 

6pm 

Four boats capsize at Cheney Reservoir over the weekend, and officials say it's because people ignored 

warnings about the strong winds. Rescuers were able to save all 13 people aboard the boats. They say all 

were wearing life vests, and none of them was hurt. A helicopter had to be brought in twice to search for 

people. The boats all went down in different parts of the lake. 
 

08/11/09 

10pm 

Some get angry and others just want answers. There is no shortage of voices in the debate over reforming 

health care. The nationwide discussion has come to Kansas. Today two congressmen gave their thoughts on 

reforming the current system. They also heard from the people they represent. Todd Tiahrt spent the 

morning at a town hall meeting in derby. He told the hundreds there he'll vote against the bills currently 



 

 

working their way through congress. Jerry Moran spoke at a business luncheon in Wichita. He says he 

supports health care reform, but not way it‟s currently being proposed. We ought to make incremental 

changes so that we can do it right as compared to do something just to get a political headline...a claim that 

we've reformed health care to get people out in numbers that we haven't seen in a very long time, it's 

because they're upset about health care and the underlying cause of excessive spending the federal 

government's going through." Tiahrt and Moran hope to replace Senator Sam Brownback next year. He 

spoke to supporters at the Leavenworth county fair today. They expressed concerns about a rationing of 

care and greater government control of health care. 
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08/12/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight, as this hospital in Larned closes its door next month. We now learn the Hays 

Medical Center will help ease the health care shortage in the area.  St. Joseph hospital is shutting down 

because of costs. But Hays Medical Center plans to have a temporary emergency room and outpatient 

service operating in Larned by the beginning of October. 

 

08/13/09 

6pm 

 A late night crash in Ford County kills two people, and sends a child to the hospital. The crash happened at 

the intersection of K-34 and Highway 400 near Bucklin. Police say a jeep missed a curve, went into a ditch 

and rolled. 18-year-old Amy Artega and 22-year-old Rita Perez died. A one-year-old girl in the jeep is 

hospitalized in fair condition. The jeep's driver was also hospitalized. 

 

08/14/09 

6pm 

A jury in Denver orders Wichita‟s Coleman Company to pay more than 600-thousand dollars to the family 

of two hunters who died using Coleman equipment. The two men died of carbon monoxide poisoning after 

using a propane heater inside a cabin. The jury found the hunters were mostly to blame for the accident, but 

say Coleman was negligent in making sure the heater was not a risk. 

 

08/15/09 

6pm 

  A 51-year-old man is dead after a home accident in east Wichita. Police say a newspaper delivery man 

found his body this morning at his home in the 77-hundred block of East 13th. Paramedics could not revive 

him. The man's name has not been released. There‟s no word on how the man died. 

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

A man is hit while crossing the street in Hutchinson. New now. It happened just before nine tonight on East 

Avenue A. Police say a vehicle hit a man in his seventies and kept going. A medical helicopter flew the 

victim to a Wichita hospital with head injuries. Police are looking for a black Buick. Anyone who may 

have seen anything is asked to call police. 

 

08/17/09 

8am 

So what would a co-op look like? Here‟s what Factfinder 12 found out. A health insurance cooperative 

would be similar to cooperatives for energy and agriculture. They would be consumer-owned non-profits. 

The co-ops would negotiate together with health providers to set prices. The federal government would foot 

the startup costs and nothing else. The plan could anger many of the president's supporters. They argue the 

only way to cover everyone and keep costs down is to provide a government-run alternative to insurance 

companies. You can read more about health care reform online. Just go to kwch.com/health. 



 

 

 

08/18/09 

8am 

A second person has died after a head-on collision late last night. It's an update to breaking news we 

brought you at ten. The crash happened in Butler County along highway 4-hundred, near Leon. One person 

died at scene, the second died at a hospital. 
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08/19/09 

Noon 

A man shot in the head last night is expected to okay. A story we broke last night ten. It happened in the 

22-hundred block of west Macarthur in Wichita. Police say two men broke into the man's house and shot 

him during a robbery attempt. The bullet grazed the back of the victim's head. The gunmen took off 

running and shot at a neighbor who tried to stop them. The neighbor was ok. Police are searching for the 

robbers, and say they know the name of at least one. 

 

08/20/09 

10pm 

You've heard the studies, and heard the warnings. Tonight, teenagers prove the point that texting and 

driving can be dangerous.  You're going to find a text message and you're going to read it out loud, don't 

care how embarrassing it is. Teenagers in Chicago were encouraged to face their distractions.  Here‟s a 

look at how they drive while focused on the course. Here‟s how they drive while reading texts behind the 

wheel. They admit it‟s something they do regularly, but now say they may have to change their ways. Just 

knowing that one of those cones can be a life that you're killing right there, that, it's kind of shocking. Five 

thousand teen drivers are killed in crashes in the US every year. Three thousand are hurt, and usually, 

driver error is to blame. 

 
08/21/09 

5am 

Classes are starting at some Kansas colleges already. Now, health officials are saying all colleges 

nationwide may not have to cancel classes if the swine flu hits. Health officials say campuses will only 

need to shutdown if the outbreak is worse than expected this fall. Officials also recommend those who do 

come down with the virus to either go home or stay in their dorm rooms. 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

In another overnight accident, the driver of a pickup crashes into a house. Firefighters arrived shortly after 

2 am to find the truck buried 4 feet into this house. The driver fled the scene, but was later found with some 

injuries. The occupants of the home were not there at the time. The office of central inspection will 

examine the house to determine if it‟s safe to live in. 

 

08/23/09 

10pm 

Governor Parkinson meets with health and emergency management officials tomorrow at a swine flu 

summit. Local authorities can join in the discussion at six locations around the state. There are more than 3-

hundred confirmed cases in Kansas. Officials are concerned about a larger swine flu outbreak during the 

normal flu season.  A swine flu vaccine should be available in Kansas this fall. Health officials hope to 

vaccinate half the u-s population within months. 

 

08/24/09 



 

 

5am 

Governor Parkinson meets with health and emergency management officials today at a swine flu summit. 

Local authorities can join in the discussion at six locations around the state. There are more than 3-hundred 

confirmed cases in Kansas.  Officials are concerned about a larger swine flu outbreak during the normal flu 

season.  A swine flu vaccine should be available in Kansas this fall.  Health officials hope to vaccinate half 

the US population within months. 
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08/25/09 

5pm 

It's the only non-prescription pill designed to help you lose weight, Alli keeps your body from absorbing 

some of the fat you eat.  But now the government is looking into whether Alli is causing health problems in 

some of the people who use it. Eyewitness news reporter Karen Brown shows us why the FDA is 

concerned. This is Linda Meisner now. "I am fat--very fat. I've probably gained 75 pounds from what i 

weighed in those days. In those days, she was a dancer and a fashion model. "How frustrating do you think 

it would be, once a perfect 6-8." "I haven't lost one pound." so Linda is talking to her doctor about taking 

the fat blocker Xenical. "The drug will inhibit the absorption of fat." But now the FDA is investigating 

whether the prescription Xenical and its over the counter version Alli is causing liver damage. 32 patients 

using the drugs reported liver problems over the last 10 years, 27 were hospitalized and 6 had liver failure, 

“Only 2 of the reported cases were patients from the US taking Alli. The rest were mainly from Europe and 

involved the prescription strength Xenical. The FDA says there is no direct link yet and that patients can 

take the medication but should look out for symptoms like jaundice and stomach pain. The maker of 

Xenical says it‟s been safely used for over 10 years by more than 35 million patients. "Obesity itself as a 

disease is associated with abnormal liver function how do you separate out whether it's due to being obese, 

or the actual drug." it will take time for the f-d-a to complete its investigation, but Linda says the drugs are 

still an option - to get her weight under control. Karen Brown, CBS news, New York. 

 

08/26/09 

Noon 

Now more than 100 students at k-u have the h-1-n-1 virus. School officials are now asking students not to 

use the student clinic if they don't need to. So far, emporia state, w-s-u and friends university haven't had 

reported cases. 

 

08/26/09 

5pm 

Are you changing your daily routine because of concern about swine flu? It's what our exclusive fact finder 

12 survey asked 500 Kansans. Most people answer no.78 percent of Kansans have not changed their 

routine. But, 20 percent say they have made some changes. 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

The odds of surviving a heart attack on the campus of Emory University are pretty good. That's because the 

college in Atlanta now gives c-p-r training to its incoming freshman. In the next few years, the school 

hopes to have every one of its 12,000 students trained in basic lifesaving techniques. Starting c-p-r just after 

a heart attack can greatly increase the odds of survival. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 



 

 

A new law allowing drinking outside is causing confusion. The law allows cities to designate temporary 

entertainment districts where people can buy alcohol and drink outside. It was used last month during the 

all-America city party in Wichita's old town. But Wichita police say there are those that think it's a 

permanent designation, “we're catching more people with open containers out on sidewalks and streets and 

there‟s a perception that this state law envelopes the whole city and that its liquor by the drink out on 

streets now." Anyone wanting a 'temporary entertainment district' must apply for a permit at least 45 days 

in advance and must already be licensed to sell alcohol. Requirements must be met including shutting down 

streets and making sure consumer are at least 21. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

A 17 year-old girl remains in a Wichita hospital tonight. Authorities say she ran a stop sign this morning 

and crashed into the kinder-care bus. The bus overturned. The kids had seat-belts on. Paramedics took 

seven of them the hospital.  All are back home tonight. The Sedgwick County Sheriff's department is 

checking whether morning fog may have contributed to the crash. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

08/30/09 

10pm 

A crash in northwest Wichita kills two area teens. Police say 17-year-old Whitney Young of Wichita lost 

control of a van on K-96 last night. The van rolled several times. Whitney died along with 18-year-old 

Holly Marler of Maize. Paramedics took a third person to Saint Francis Hospital. He's listed in serious 

condition tonight. Police say all three were wearing seat belts. 

 

08/31/09 

6pm 

  A maize man wrecks his motorcycle in Reno County over the weekend. Reno County Sheriff's deputies 

were called to the frank hart bridge that separates Hutchinson from South Hutchinson. The 30-year-old lost 

control as he was going over the bridge, but he was able to jump off the bike before it hit the bridge. 

Paramedics took the man to the hospital. 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

On the h1-n1 virus in Wichita schools. The district has 3 more students with confirmed cases of the swine 

flu. The latest cases are students who attend Price-Harris Communications Magnet Elementary, Coleman 

Middle School and North High School. Yesterday, the school district told us a Washington elementary 

student also had a confirmed case of the Illness. School officials say all students have received proper 

medical care and recovered. 

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

They're trying to do their part to save the planet but for some people in Topeka recycling is dangerous. 

Check it out;    a swarm of bees has taken over the recycling bins right next to a day care and across from 

some playground equipment. You probably won't notice the bees until you get close enough maybe even 

too close. The Shawnee County recycling director says swarms of bees are a problem every summer, the 

bees like the sugar and syrup in the soda pop cans. People can help by rinsing out the containers before 

dropping them off.  

 

09/03/09 

8am 

An 18 year old is in critical condition after a crash in Towanda. It happened Wednesday afternoon, near K-

254 and South West River Valley Road. Kansas Highway Patrol says a truck driver failed to stop at stop 

sign...and broadsided the teen's car. The truck driver and passenger weren't seriously hurt. The teen was 

transported by helicopter to the hospital. 



 

 

 

09/04/09 

Noon 

In the Healthwatch the latest h1n1 numbers around the world. The World Health Organization says at least 

625 people have been reported dead from swine flu in the last week. The group says it's hard to know the 

number of actual number of people infected with h1n1 overall because countries are no longer required to 

report each infection the caseload is just too high. WHO says the number of deaths is growing 

proportionately to the increase in number of infected people. 

 

09/05/09 

8am 

New now, fewer Americans will travel this Labor Day weekend. Triple A expects 39-million people to fly 

or drive during the three-day holiday. That‟s a 13-percent drop from last year. While gas prices are lower, 

Triple-A says many schools are already in session and parents are reluctant to go on vacation. Experts say 

of those who do travel, 84-percent will drive to their destination. 
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09/06/09 

10pm 

An early morning fire guts a duplex in Wichita‟s hilltop neighborhood. Crews showed up to the 43-hundred 

block of East Bayley to find the roof about to cave in. No one was home at the time. The duplex was being 

renovated.  Investigators are trying to determine how the fire started. Damage is estimated at 25-thousand 

dollars. 

 

09/07/09 

5am 

Two motorcycle riders are hurt in a Sunday morning crash involving a deer. A 29-year-old Newton man hit 

the deer near Potwin, that's in Butler County. Then a second rider tried to avoid him, but ran him over. 

Paramedics took both men to the hospital. The 29-year-old is still listed in critical condition. The second 

rider suffered less serious injuries. 

 
09/08/09 

8am 

Muscle men from around the world were in Venice Beach over the holiday weekend. It was a body 

building championship.  Muscle men and women came to show off their builds. Organizers say the 

competition is great exposure for body builders who want to do modeling work or go on to other 

competitions. 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

Now the latest on the spread of the H-1-N-1 virus, the k-d-h-e reports a six-year-old boy died from the 

disease. 

Officials say the boy was from southeast Kansas but will not say where. This is the second flu-related death 

in the state. In August a Sedgwick county resident died from complications related to h-1-n-1. It's important 

to keep all this in perspective.  The C-D-C says the swine flu killed 18 hundred people in the last four 

months. Last year the seasonal flu killed about 36 thousand people. Go to K-W-C-H DOT-COM to find out 

how to protect yourself. 

  

09/10/09 

8am 

Officials want college women at k-u and k-state to be aware. They say a serial rapist in the area is stalking 

women before attacking them.  The rapist usually strikes women who live in off-campus housing. There are 

no specific details, and the investigation is ongoing. 



 

 

 

09/11/09 

8am 

Americans will pause to remember the victims of 9/11 today. Somber ceremonies are scheduled in several 

locations including New York City. Reporter whit Johnson has more. Two bright beams lit up the New 

York City skyline on the eve of the eighth anniversary of the September 11th terrorist‟s attacks. The 

"tribute lights" were being tested ahead of today's memorial events.  This morning, Vice President Biden 

will attend a somber ceremony at Ground Zero. More than 100 volunteers who worked at the World Trade 

Center after the towers collapsed will read the names of the victims. Even though the attack happened 

nearly a decade ago, for first responders like former firefighter Roy Chesten -- it still feels like yesterday. 

"That expression where your life flashes before your eyes. It does. I saw everything." He saw up close the 

absolute devastation at Ground Zero where more than 27-hundred people died. Today construction is still 

being done to complete a lasting tribute to the victims a memorial museum. "It's not a pit, it's not ground 

zero//now it's a sign of rebuilding and it's a sign of real hope." For the first time this year the country's 

national day of mourning will also be a national day of service. President Obama is encouraging Americans 

to take part in volunteer work in honor of the lives lost on 9/11. Later today he'll meet with family members 

of victims who died at the Pentagon.  Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania former Secretary of State Colin 

Powel will deliver the keynote speech at a tribute for United Airlines Flight 93. Earlier this week those 

victims were also honored on Capitol Hill with a plaque. "For those of us who work here in the capitol, this 

might have been the target of flight 93. We think it was. We will remain eternally grateful for the heroes of 

that flight for their courage and character." Grateful Americans plan to show their appreciation with 

volunteer events across the country today, coming together in spite of one of the worst tragedies to hit U-S 

soil. 

Whit Johnson CBS News, Washington. 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

09/12/09 

8am 

In the health watch tonight, officials say one shot may be all you'll need to protect yourself against the 

H1N1 virus. Originally two vaccines were recommended. However, new data shows one shot should be 

enough to protect a healthy adult. Health officials say that's good news because there's a tight supply. Trials 

are still being done to see if children and high-risk patients need more than one dose. Doctors say you still 

need to get a regular flu shot. 

 

09/13/09 

10pm 

Washing your hands, getting a vaccine, staying home when you're sick -- all ways you can help prevent the 

spread of the flu. But with h-1-n-1 on the horizon, the mayor of one Tennessee City is asking people to try 

something even more drastic this flu season. Eyewitness news reporter Nate Morabito explains. On any 

given day, waitress Betty Jo Brown shakes more hands than she can count. "Probably 10, 20, maybe 30." 

Whether it's in a bar, an office, or on a college campus, "You got to introduce yourself to people, that's part 

of first impressions." There is no shortage of handshakes. "I really couldn't even give you a number, I shake 

so many." But if leaders get their way, for the next six months, shaking hands will become a thing of the 

past. "It can spread by just the word of mouth, people saying, reminding their person their walking up to 

smile and don't shake." Johnson City mayor Jane Myron is leading by example...she stopped shaking hands 

last week. "I'm getting into the habit of smiling we don't want to pass the flu along." By eliminating 

physical contact, Myron says people will in-turn reduce the risk of a flu outbreak. Health experts believe 

she may be on to something. "We know a lot of the viruses and especially like the flu are on contaminated 

sources." "If people really stop and think about it, think about where our hands have been and what we've 

touched, a smile might be the best thing to pass along." Still, although it sounds like a good idea, for those 

who shake hands, shaking the habit won't be easy."It will be really hard." in Johnson City, Nate Morabito, 

11 connects. 

 

09/14/09 

10pm 



 

 

Your next shower may not be so relaxing after hearing this that spray could be sending bacteria deep into 

your lungs. Micro-bacterium avium (a-vee-um) is found in low levels in city water supplies but on shower 

heads it grows like a film in concentrations 100 times that. When it becomes airborne- it can penetrate the 

deep airways of our lungs. People with a weak immune system are most at risk. Researchers say the scum 

doesn't stick as well to metal shower heads. 

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

The vaccine against h1-n1 should be ready in a few weeks and today the f-d-a has approved it. Most of the 

vaccine should be ready by October 15and available at 90-thousand sites around the country. The 

government says there should be enough for everyone eventually but certain people should be vaccinated 

first including pregnant women and children. 
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09/16/09 

8am 

Get ready to roll up your sleeves. With flu season fast approaching. The government has given the green 

light to a vaccine for the h-1-n-1 strain. Whit Johnson has more in this morning's health watch, “Ready - 

one, two, and three" The first batches of the new H-1-N-1 vaccine should be ready within weeks.  Kathleen 

Sebelius, U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary says, "The food and drug administration has approved 

application for vaccines for The 2009 h1n1 virus.” Health officials cleared the vaccine from four drug 

makers Tuesday. A limited supply will start showing up in early October about a week ahead of schedule. 

The bulk of the vaccines will arrive by mid-month and eventually be available at 90-thousand sites. "There 

will be enough vaccine. What we're concerned about is getting to the priority populations as quickly as 

possible." First in line those most likely to catch the virus and suffer complications from it: pregnant 

women children and health care workers. The immunization campaign will be the largest in u-s history. But 

the question remains. Will the vaccine come in time to battle the flu surge this fall, "There's no doubt we're 

in a race. The virus versus the vaccine, so the sooner we can get the vaccine and get it into people, the more 

likely we are to truncate this epidemic. The C-D-C reports flu activity is already increasing around the 

country. For the week ending September 4
th

, nearly five-thousand new cases surfaced on college campuses. 

The Southeast and Mid-Atlantic were the hardest hit. There's also word H-1-N-1 may linger even longer 

than previously thought. A recent study found 40 percent of patients were still able to spread the flu seven 

days after symptoms began. But while concern grows over the virus' strength federal officials feel the new 

vaccine will soon give them the edge they need. Whit Johnson, CBS News, Washington. 

 

09/17/09 

6pm 

A motorcycle rider remains in critical condition tonight with a head injury. Police say 61-year-old William 

Rosebaugh swerved to avoid a deer in southwest Wichita. The crash happened near maize and Pawnee 

around 6:30 this morning. Police say Rosebaugh was not wearing a helmet at the time. 

 



 

 

09/18/09 

5pm 

Another Wichita area school is dealing with swine flu. Collegiate e-mailed parents today. Two of its 

younger students likely have the virus. They‟ll stay out of school until their fevers are gone. 

 
09/19/09 

8am 

That vaccine could take a different form than expected. The centers for disease control and prevention says 

the first doses of the swine flu vaccine will come in a nasal spray. The rest will be shots. The CDC says 3.4 

million doses of the spray will be available the first week of October. The government expects to ship 195 

million doses by the end of the year. Go to kwch.com/health for the latest on H1N1, including symptoms 

and prevention tips 

 

09/20/09 

10pm 

The Sedgwick county health department begins offering flu shots this week. Traditional vaccines will be 

available at the department's west central clinic starting tomorrow. Shots cost 30-dollars for people nine 

and older, 5-dollars for children. Traditional flu shots do not prevent H1N1. Those vaccines will be 

available in early October. 

 
09/21/09 

6am 

Police have yet to release the name of an accident victim in Winfield. Authorities say a man on a mo-ped 

hit a parked car. The crash happened late Saturday afternoon in the 5-hundred block of East Tenth. No one 

else was hurt. Police say they plan to release more information tomorrow morning. 
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09/22/09 

10pm 

And tonight, fact finder 12 breaks down the symptoms of the flu compared to a cold. Would you know the 

difference? Or whether the sniffles are something more serious? Here‟s a look. Even though a cold may 

make you feel miserable, its symptoms are less severe, like a stuffy nose, congestion, some body aches and 

a cough, but the flu is even worse. It includes fever, more painful body aches, dry cough, diarrhea and 

severe fatigue.  And those are the symptoms of the H1N1 virus as well, also known as the swine flu. Only a 

test can tell the difference between seasonal flu or the swine flu. The best way to avoid all these bugs, the 

same way you've heard before. Wash your hands frequently and keep them away from your mouth, nose 

and eyes. Also try to keep your immune system healthy, eat well, exercise and rest. 

 

09/23/09 

5pm 

Some parents in maize are learning that H1N1 is at one of its elementary schools. The district says it's at 

Vermillion Primary School. It's letting people know about the case of swine flu through the districts 

automated school system. Those calls should have gone out about 4:30 this afternoon. 

 

09/24/09 

10pm 

The number of deaths related to H1N1 goes up in Kansas. Health officials report tonight two more deaths.  

A16-year-old from northeast Kansas, and a 30-year-old from the same area. Health officials say both 

patients were hospitalized and had underlying health conditions. Overall, there have been four H1N1 

related deaths in Kansas. All patients had other health problems. 

 



 

 

09/25/09 

6pm 

The man hurt in an apartment fire yesterday is still in critical condition. It happened at these apartments 

near Pawnee and Rock Road yesterday afternoon. When firefighters got to the apartments, they found the 

bottom level full of smoke and flames, and the 50-year-old man critically hurt. Investigators think the fire 

started because of a cigarette left on a couch. 

 

09/26/09 

8am 

A vaccine against H1N1 will be available in some places next week. Until then, some doctors prescribe 

Tamiflu. But the FDA warns doctors and patients to be careful. Most prescriptions come in teaspoons, but 

Tamiflu is dosed in milligrams. That can be especially dangerous for children. So parents, if their child is 

prescribed Tamiflu by a pediatrician need to double and triple check the amount they are giving the child 

with the pharmacist and if possible the pediatrician to make sure it's the right dose. Health experts say 

getting vaccinated is still the best way to protect against H1N1, and remind people to get seasonal flu shots 

too.  

 

09/27/09 

530pm 

A man sneaks into a grizzly bear exhibit at the San Francisco zoo. These bears didn't injure the man....a 

shooting team managed to fire warning shots to keep them away. The bears were then put into their dens. 

Zoo officials say they have no idea how the man got inside the exhibit. Paramedics took the man to a local 

hospital to be checked out. 

Police are investigating the incident.  

 

09/28/09 

6pm 

Ford county shows off its new jail today. The new facility is about five times bigger than the current jail in 

Dodge City. It has 256 beds. The current one only has 48. The Ford County under sheriff says he's thankful 

for all the support from the public. “We've had a lot of individuals within the community that have worked 

hard to get this project through. It's wonderful to see it built now. It will be a great facility for ford co. Now 

and for a lot of years to come."  The new jail also has a state of the art surveillance system that should keep 

staff and inmates safer. 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

09/29/09 

6pm 

The state gets a one-million dollar grant to crack down on meth in Kansas. The grant from the bureau of 

justice assistance will pay for new training for law enforcement and two specialized drug prosecutors. 

Attorney General Steve Six says the grant will help reduce trafficking and manufacture of meth across the 

state. 

 

09/30/09 

Noon 

President Barack Obama announces 5 billion dollars in grants to support research into cures for cancer and 

other diseases and to create jobs. He made the announcement at the National Institutes of Health in 

Maryland today. The president toured the lab along with Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen 

Sebelius and the N-I-H director. 

 Money for the Recovery Act fund comes from the 787 billion dollar economic stimulus program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

07/01/09 

6pm 

While it isn't open, Wichita greyhound park still has its license, for now. Today the Kansas racing and 

gaming commission postponed a decision to revoke the licenses of 3 dog and horse tracks in the state. The 

commission has been working since last year to take away the licenses because the 3 tracks aren't running 

races. The commissioners will make a final decision later this month. 

 

07/02/09 

6am 

A federal official tells Kansas to start over in considering a proposal for a new coal-fired power plant near 

Holcomb. Sunflower electric wanted to build two plants, but was denied an air quality permit from the state 

in 2007. This year they struck an agreement with Governor Mark Parkinson to build one plant. The 

environmental protection agency says it wants the process to start over, to make sure there are public 

hearings on the new proposal. 

 

07/03/09 

5am 

The unemployment rate in the U-S reaches its highest point in 26 years. 467-thousand jobs were cut in 

June. That raises the total to over 14 million Americans without jobs.  Market analysts say companies used 



 

 

layoffs to make up for a drop in sales and profits. We're in this cycle where it seems like we're running in 

place trying to get away from economic woes in our economy. President Obama says while other parts of 

the economy are suffering, the pursuit of clean energy will create needed new jobs. 

 

07/04/09 

8am 

Why. That‟s the question that remains this morning, after Alaska governor Sarah Palin's surprise 

announcement yesterday that she plans to resign. All I can ask is you trust me with this decision and know 

it is not politics as usual. The 45-year-old republican shot into the national spotlight last fall, when John 

McCain picked her to be his vice-presidential running mate. One senior adviser says Palin and her husband 

were tired of all the media scrutiny, and there's been pressure over legal bills and ethics investigations. 

Palin herself said Friday she's leaving office in her first term to avoid becoming a lame duck. Some will 

question timing of this, and let me just say this decision that this has been in the works for a while. A 

spokesman for Palin says she is looking forward to continuing public service and she hasn't shut the door 

on a run for the white house in 2012. Palin's resignation is effective July 26
th

, and Alaska‟s lieutenant 

governor will move up to the top job. 

 

07/05/09 

10pm 

Alaska governor Sarah Palin will step down as governor of Alaska later this month. I do not want to 

disappoint anyone with my decision; all I can ask is that you trust me with this decision, but it's no more 

politics as usual. She made her announcement at a press conference Friday afternoon in her hometown of 

Wasilla Alaska. Palin complains that she has been harassed by frivolous ethics complaints, and the media. 

Ever since she was appointed John McCain's vice presidential running mate, Palin has been scrutinized by 

the media. Many people are confused why she stepped down 18 months early, including GOP insiders. It's 

also unclear what her strategy is. Again, she said she wanted to lead effective change outside of 

government. Well, now we're, now people are going to be saying, what is it that you mean by that?  Palin's 

last day is July 26th. She's kept quiet about her future plans, but Palin has been seen as a likely presidential 

candidate in 2012.  

 

07/06/09 

6pm 

Governor Mark Parkinson gets permission to move 700-million dollars around state departments to help the 

budget crunch. The money will be moved from various funds into the state's main account, but the money 

has to be repaid by the end of June 2010. The move will allow the state to keep paying bills on time. It also 

will permit the state to pay tax refunds and make payments to school districts that had been delayed. 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

07/07/09 

5pm 

Your water bills may go up after all. Last month the Wichita city council deferred raising water 

rates...saying now is not the time to charge citizens more. But today during a workshop, the water 

department said not raising rates would do more harm in the long run. It says interest rates on projects will 

go up costing citizens more in the future. The council will discuss the issue further next week. 

 

07/08/09 

6am 

Former US President Bill Clinton took his Haiti relief effort to the seaside city of Gonaives on Tuesday.  

Gonaives was nearly destroyed by tropical storms last year. Clinton is the new special United Nations 

envoy to Haiti.  He saw river control projects and visited a hospital that served as an emergency shelter 

during the two storms.  Aid has poured into the region but many homes and shops remain damaged. 

 

07/09/09 

5am 



 

 

G8 leaders will attend meetings on world trade and the economy today in Italy. Yesterday, president 

Obama joined other world powers in setting new benchmarks to fight global warming. The leaders agreed 

on a goal to keep the world's average temperature from rising more than three point six degrees Fahrenheit, 

but developing countries have refused to commit to that goal. 

 

07/10/09 

5am 

Confirmation hearings begin Monday for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor. Lawmakers are 

building a witness list for the hearings. Republicans plan to have a Connecticut firefighter testify about a 

lawsuit in which Sotomayor ruled against his claim of reverse discrimination. The ruling was recently 

overturned by the Supreme Court. Critics say the case is proof that Sotomayor may let her personal views 

guide her decision making. Democrats plan to paint her as a mainstream judge with broad support.  

 

07/11/09 

10pm 

New now, Wichita state representative Raj Goyle says he's running for Congress. Goyle hopes to fill the 

house seat now held by Todd Tiahrt. Goyle will face Robert Tillman in the democratic primary. On the 

republican side, Mike Pompeo is campaigning against state senator Dick Kelsey of Goddard. Tiahrt is 

leaving the house to run for the senate seat now held by Sam Brownback. 

 

07/12/09 

10pm 

Soldiers say it relieves stress. But if some get their way, the military could soon be smoke free. A new 

pentagon study recommends a ban on everything from cigarettes to smokeless tobacco. The study says 

tobacco use impairs military readiness in the short term, and leads to health problems in the long term. The 

study recommends phasing out tobacco products over a 10-year period rather than going cold turkey. It‟s 

up to the secretary of defense whether to follow through on the recommendations. 

 

07/13/09 

5pm 

Across the country, people are holding watch parties, like this one. Organizers say it's an exciting time for 

both women and Latinos to see a qualified candidate go through the confirmation process. I‟m very excited 

and wanted to take part, share this exciting historic moment with people, especially these young people 

who are here today. Representative Garcia says they plan to have a celebration when Sotomayor‟s is 

confirmed. 

 
 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

07/14/09 

Noon 

Governor Mark Parkinson has named a new Secretary of Agriculture after the previous one took a new post 

heading the Kansas farm agency.  State Representative Josh Svaty will take over as acting Agriculture 

Secretary.  Svaty is a 5th generation farmer from rural Ellsworth County.  He's represented the 1-hundred 

and 8th district of Kansas since 2003.  Svaty won't take the post until he's confirmed by the state senate.   

 

07/15/09   

5am 

As the Democrats unveil their 1-point-5 trillion dollar health care plan that includes taxes and penalties, 

Republicans are against it.  And some moderate democrats have their concerns.  The plan would raise taxes 

on millionaires by almost 5 and a half percent to cover health care for the uninsured.  Large companies will 

have to offer coverage to their workers or pay penalties.  Workers will need to buy coverage or also pay 

penalties.  The plan would also prohibit insurance companies from denying coverage or charging higher 

premiums for people with pre-existing conditions and it would allow the government to sell insurance. 



 

 

 

07/16/09 

6am 

House Democrats consider a hefty tax on the wealthiest Americans to help pay for overhauling healthcare.  

The bill would create new tax brackets for high earners, with a top rate of 45 percent for families making 

more than 1 million dollars.  That would be the highest income tax rate since 1986.  The plan also honors a 

pledge President Obama made during his campaign. 

 

07/17/09 

5am 

It's now up to the US Senate to decide if Sonia Sotomayor will become the first Hispanic justice to serve on 

the Supreme Court.  Four days of confirmation hearings ended last night. Sotomayor is expected to win 

confirmation, despite some concerns that her personal feelings on key issues might shape her decision 

making.  The senate should vote sometime before its August recess. 

 

07/18/09  

8am 

Operators of three closed Kansas race tracks have 60 more days before they face losing their licenses. 

Those tracks include Wichita Greyhound Park. Last year the Kansas racing and gaming commission moved 

toward revoking the tracks' licenses because they weren't running races. Track owners said they wanted to 

see if lawmakers would allow slot machines, but that didn't happen. Today commissioners gave the tracks 

60 more days, during which they must submit a plan to re-open and give proposed race dates. 

 

07/19/09 

10pm 

A kidnapped American soldier talks about his family in Idaho. The Taliban captured private first-class 

Bowe Bergdahl in Afghanistan. Video of him appeared on a terrorist website. The pentagon says posting 

the video is a violation of international law. The military is working to find Bergdahl. He's been missing for 

more than two weeks. 

 

07/20/09 

8am 

Secretary of state Hillary Clinton is in India this week on a week-long visit there and to Thailand. She 

arrived in New Delhi yesterday. Clinton wants to strengthen the partnership between the U-S and India on 

issues such as climate change and nonproliferation. Pakistan is also expected to be on the agenda.  After 

leaving India, Clinton will head to Bangkok, Thailand. She's already visited Mumbai. 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

07/21/09 

5am 

Expect more fireworks today about the future of health care in America.  The US Chamber of Commerce 

will start running ads saying it opposes President Obama's plan of a government-run health insurance 

system. The president is feeling pressure from both republicans and democrats about his plan for universal 

health coverage.  He will hold a prime time news conference tomorrow to press his case. 

 

07/22/09 

6am 

President Obama will look to the American people tonight for support in his effort to reform the nation's 

health care system.  Tens of millions of Americans don't have health insurance and the President will speak 

about the plan to change that during a prime time news conference. He wants Congress to pass legislation 

by August, but that is appearing less likely every day, as the plan is facing tough opposition in congress 

from Republicans and conservative Democrats.  Critics are concerned about the cost of the plan and feel it's 



 

 

not something that should be rushed.   You can watch the President's news conference tonight beginning at 

7.  It will be followed by Criminal Minds, CSI New York, and Eyewitness News at 10, although tonight's 

programming could change if the news conference goes long. You can find more information on our 

website, KWCH dot com. 

 

07/23/09 

6am 

Commissioners end their meeting without talking about the future of the county manager.  That means Bill 

Buchanan's job is safe for now.  Earlier this week, Commissioner Dave Unruh said Commissioners Kelly 

Parks and Gwen Welshimer called for an executive session to discuss the possibility of firing Buchanan.  

Parks denied knowing about the meeting Wednesday.   The County Counselor told us someone requested 

the executive session, 

but it would have taken three votes to enter into it.  Buchanan says he doesn't know what to make of the 

situation. 

He says it would be very helpful to have the opportunity to discuss what the commission wants to 

accomplish. 

 

07/24/09 

6am 

He says there's a rush because every day Americans struggle with health care costs. But now President 

Obama admits there's no choice but to push back deadline he gave congress to reform the system. We may 

not be able to get the bill out of the senate the end of august. That‟s ok, that‟s ok. I just want people to keep 

on working'. The President took his healthcare reform pitch on the road yesterday and held this town hall 

meeting in Ohio. Mr. Obama promises he won't sign any health insurance reform that adds to the deficit. 

Republicans and some conservative democrats believe the health care plan is too risky, and doesn't bring 

costs down enough. 

 

07/25/09 

10pm 

Alaska governor Sarah Palin leaves office tomorrow. The former vice-presidential candidate says she's 

stepping down to pursue other opportunities. Palin spent today in her hometown of Wasilla. Thousands 

turned out to say goodbye at a farewell picnic. Despite leaving office a year-and-half before her term ends, 

Palin says she'll keep fighting for what she believes. I love you. I love the support you've given me and my 

family. God bless you and God bless America. A spokesman for Palin disputes reports she plans to run for 

the white house in 2012. He says Palin has no specific plans beyond tomorrow. 

 

07/26/09 

5:30pm 

Politics, religion and sex. A new book looks into a house in Washington DC known as C Street. The house 

is connected to three national political sex scandals. But others with the house say it's a Christian bible 

study group. The book also links Kansas lawmakers to C-Street. Tonight at ten, hear what Kansas leaders 

say, and won't say, about what goes on there. 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

07/27/09 

5am 

Terrorism attacks are unpredictable, so you have to be prepared. Starting today, a nationwide terrorism 

prevention exercise begins. The goal is to keep terrorists from coming into the country. The exercises test 

the ability of state, federal, local, and tribal authorities to share information to keep America safe. Drills 

will be performed all week long around the country. Mexico, Canada, England, and Australia are also 

taking part in the exercise too. 

 

07/28/09 



 

 

6am 

Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor faces a vote by the senate judiciary committee today.  It's the last 

hurdle before the full senate votes to confirm her next week.  The committee's top two Republicans say 

they will vote against Sotomayor because they're concerned about her ability to separate her personal 

beliefs from the law.  Still, she has enough support to get past the committee and win confirmation.  

Sotomayor is expected to be on the bench when the Supreme Court begins its next session in the fall. 

 

07/29/09 

5am 

There now appears to be little chance that lawmakers will reach a deal on health care reform before their 

August break.   But that isn't stopping the President from pushing his message.  Susan Roberts has the latest 

from Washington.  President Obama is taking his fight for healthcare reform back on the road.  "We've got 

to get a better bang for our health care dollar.”  Just a day after he made his case to a group of retirees in 

D.C. the  

President will "make the rounds" again today at town hall meetings in North Carolina and Virginia.  Many 

Americans in other parts of the country are also joining in on the call to overhaul the nation's healthcare 

system. 

"With the state of Wisconsin annually there are over 13 500 medical bankruptcies and many of the people 

had some sort of medical insurance."  But time's running out for lawmakers to meet the President's August 

deadline.   And yesterday key Democrats admitted there's little chance they'll reach a compromise in time.  

Republicans are also not ready to give in yet.  "We need to take our time and get this right and I don't think 

we're there yet."  And recent polls have suggested a downturn in some public support.  In Colorado, 

hundreds rallied against the proposal including this cancer survivor who says he would've died if he had 

relied on a government healthcare plan.  "What happens when the government steps in to sort of run a 

health care plan and they decide what they're going to pay for a certain procedure and if that isn't the 

market price, then a doctor just chooses not to provide the procedure."  Despite the opposition and ongoing 

negotiations on Capitol Hill, President Obama remains optimistic. He insists lawmakers have made a great 

deal of progress in the last few months and that healthcare reform is closer than ever.  Susan Roberts, CBS 

News, Washington. 

 

07/30/09 

5am 

The nation's lawmakers may be getting closer to a deal on health care.  House leaders and Democrats say 

they've agreed on a deal that cuts more than one hundred billion dollars from the overhaul plan.  Senators 

also report progress in reaching a bi-partisan compromise.  But there are still at least five different versions 

of a bill that need to be consolidated before congress can vote on anything. 

 

07/31/09 

6am 

The Government's Cash for Clunkers may have been too successful too soon.  The Government stopped the 

program at midnight at least temporarily, after saying it might already be out of money.  The program 

offers up to 45-hundred dollars to owners of older cars and trucks to help them buy a newer, more fuel 

efficient model.  Dealers sold nearly 23-thousand vehicles through Wednesday - but raised concerns about 

backlogs in the system.  That caused the Transportation Department to suspend the one billion dollar rebate 

program.  The White House says any transactions already made between dealers and consumers will be 

honored. 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

08/01/09 

8am 

Yesterday the house passed a measure providing two-billion dollars for the auto-rebate program. The 

measure is now in the senate where approval is said to be less certain. Cash for Clunkers has just about run 



 

 

out of its initial one-billion dollars in its first week. So how are local dealers benefiting from the program 

and what happen to all those clunkers? Eyewitness News reporter Michael Schwanke finds out for the 

Consumer Watch. It doesn't matter which dealer you visit, they all say the cash for clunkers program has 

given them a big sales boost. It has been good we've been busier than we have in six months. Customers are 

also jumping at the opportunity to trade in their gas guzzling clunker for a new car and get 45 hundred 

dollars to do it. We're hurrying in today to make sure we can take advantage of the program. The clunker's 

program has given dealers a great way to get new customers in the door, but it's also been confusing, not 

only for customers, but dealers too. I think they were so inundated with consumers they suspended it to get 

a breath of air and now their back saying let's go we're not going to leave any consumer stranded. We're 

just telling everyone relax and chill out we'll do the deal as soon as the government tells us here's how we're 

doing it we'll be fine, everyone will be fine. Dealers are having trouble submitting paperwork, sometime 

spending hours on one car, when some have sold 200 under the clunkers program in just one week. It‟s 

been such a monstrous program it's been overwhelming for the government. They‟re also dealing with all 

the old cars, dealers are required to destroy the engine and we saw that happen.  First the oil is drained and 

a special solution poured back in.  Within seconds, the engine is toast.  It's hard for any car lover to watch. 

Despite all the confusion, if you're in the market, and you have a clunker, this may be the deal for you. And 

dealers say the confusion is getting people in even sooner. I think it spurred people to do it either than 

going to do it, there's no waiting this is the time. In Wichita Michael Schwanke KWCH 12 Eyewitness 

News. All the dealers we spoke with say it would be easier if the government would put a deadline on the 

clunker's program instead of a dollar amount. 

 

08/02/09 

10pm 

The senate votes this week whether to confirm Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme Court. The New York 

judge would become the first Hispanic and just the third woman in the court's 220 year history. Sotomayor 

is expected to win confirmation with 58 democrats, 2 independents and a number of republicans planning 

to vote for her. Both of Kansas' senators say they'll vote against her nomination. 

 
08/03/09 

6pm 

A soon-to-be-vacated seat in the Kansas House of Representatives will stay in the family of the man 

leaving it. A Democratic precinct committee chooses Josh Svaty's father, Don, to replace him. Josh is 

leaving the seat to become the new state secretary of Agriculture. Don is a farmer and former teacher and 

Ellsworth School Board member. His district includes all of Ellsworth County, rural Saline County, parts of 

south Salina and one precinct in Dickinson County, in Solomon. 

 

08/04/09 

Noon 

Former Kansas attorney general Phil Kline‟s law license is now in-active. Kline registered for in-active 

status last month. In-active status does not require continuing education. He is currently teaching at liberty 

university school of law in Lynchburg Virginia. 
 

08/05/09 

6pm 

Governor mark Parkinson adds a new member to his cabinet. Today he named Martin Kennedy as the 

acting secretary on aging. Kennedy has been serving as the interim secretary since June. That's when the 

previous secretary left to join Kathleen Sibelius in Washington at the department of health and human 

services. The department on aging looks after issues involving senior citizens in Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

08/06/09 

5am 



 

 

Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor will learn today if she'll make history. The senate is scheduled to 

vote this afternoon whether to confirm her as the first Hispanic on the nation's highest court. Sotomayor is 

expected to face some opposition from republicans, but not enough to prevent her appointment. She will 

replace Justice David Souter who retired after the last session. Sotomayor would also be just the third 

woman to serve on the Supreme Court. 

 

08/07/09 

5am 

President Obama says we're one step closer to a more perfect union that's a quote. He praised the senate 

yesterday for approving Sonia Sotomayor as the first Hispanic to US Supreme Court justice. Sotomayor 

was greeted with cheers just hours after she made history. Every democrat in the senate voted for her, and 

so did a handful of republicans. She now starts packing for Washington to begin work this fall. 

 

08/08/09 

10pm 

Sales are strong on Wichita car lots as people rush to take advantage of a new incentive. President Obama 

signed a bill that adds two billion dollars in extra money for the cash for clunkers program. The general 

manager at Rusty Eck ford says the program has been good for it. Virgil Pape traded in his 1985 pick-up 

truck for a new, more fuel-efficient 2009 model. He says he wouldn't have done it, without getting the 

government incentive. It saved him 3500 dollars. 

 

08/10/09 

6pm 

The Kansas primary election is about a year away, and one of the big races next year will be for Sam 

Brownback‟s senate seat. The two main candidates for the position are congressmen Jerry Moran and Todd 

Tiahrt. New at six tonight, we wanted to know who Kansans were supporting at this point. In an exclusive 

scientific Fact Finder 12 survey, we asked GOP primary voters who they would vote for if the primary was 

held today. We found that 38-percent support Jerry Moran. 32-percent would vote for Todd Tiahrt. And 30-

percent are still undecided on who they would vote for. 

 

08/11/09 

5am 

Our Fact Finder 12 scientific survey looks at a primary election race that's still a year away, but already 

hotly contested. Republican congressmen Todd Tiahrt and Jerry Moran are both running for a US Senate 

seat next year. Our survey finds voters are split into three groups. 38 percent of them already decided to 

vote for Jerry Moran, 32 percent will vote for Todd Tiahrt. That difference of 6 percent is bigger than the 

margin of error. But a full 30 percent are still undecided, half of them in northeast Kansas, an area outside 

either congressman's district. 

 

08/12/09 

6pm 

Another candidate enters the race for Todd Tiahrt‟s house seat. Wichita oilman Wink Hartman announced 

his candidacy this morning. In an interview with out news partners at KFDI, Hartman says this is his 

opportunity to give back to a community that's given him so much. Hartman plans to run as a republican. 

He‟ll face state senator Dick Kelsey of Goddard and businessman mike Pompeo in the GOP primary. The 

one declared democratic candidate is state representative Raj Goyle of Wichita. 

 

08/13/09 

10pm 

Police investigate two threats against this Kansas congressman. Representative Dennis Moore says his 

overland park office received one threat over the phone and another in person. Moore wasn't at that office 

at the time. The congressman won't say much more about the threat. But they came at the same time 

democratic lawmakers face angry crowds at town hall meetings about health care reform. Moore says he's 

not holding a town hall meeting, because he's concerned about the safety of his staff, and those attending. 

POLITICS Q-3 

 



 

 

08/14/09 

10pm 

Eyewitness news is committed to bringing you the facts when it comes to health care reform. Some believe 

legislation in congress would provide coverage for illegal immigrants. Fact Finder 12 discovered that's not 

true. The legislation expressly forbids payments on behalf of people who are in the country illegally. In 

addition, Medicare and Medicaid already require those enrolled to provide proof of citizenship. One 

exception, doctors must treat people in emergency rooms regardless of where they are from. For more on 

the health care debate, head to www.kwch.com/health. 

 

08/15/09 

8am 

Kansas lawmakers have held several town hall meetings across the state this week. But there‟s still a 

chance to hear their thoughts on health care reform. Congressman Todd Tiahrt will be among the guests at 

a health care panel, tomorrow. It will be held at the K-U med school in Wichita, starting at 3. The panel 

includes doctors and health care experts.  It‟s sponsored by the Mid-Kansas Jewish Federation.     

 

08/16/09 

10pm 

A group of minority businesses want the government to withhold federal funds from the city of Wichita. 

New now, United Builders and Contractors INC says the city, Sedgwick county and USD 259 need to hire 

more minority contractors. The group wants money with-held until they do so. United Builders says less 

than 500-thousand dollars of 800-million spent last year went to African-Americans businesses. The group 

filed the complaint with the vice-president's office due to its involvement with stimulus funds. 

 

08/17/09 

7am 

Back here in Wichita, people gather to hear more about the president's health care reform plans and to get 

some answers. Unlike some of the forums you've seen on TV in recent weeks, this one was calm. About 

two hundred people showed up. In the first part of the meeting, a group of panelists discussed problems 

with the reform proposals. In the second part, possible solutions were discussed, including mimicking 

health care plans in other countries. All questions or comments from those who attended had to be written 

down, to prevent outbursts. I haven't said anything up to this point but now they're starting to come into my 

front door. There was one outburst during the forum and that man left voluntarily. The forum filled up so 

fast that doors to the auditorium had to be closed 15 minutes before it started. More than a hundred people 

were turned away. 

 

08/18/09 

8am 

A group representing minority owned businesses in Wichita sends a letter to Vice President Joe Biden. It 

claims local government discriminates against African American businesses. United builders and 

contractors filed a complaint that says the city of Wichita, Sedgwick County and the Wichita School 

District spent nearly 800 million dollars last year. It then claims only half a million of that money went to 

African-American owned businesses. The complaint outlines three examples of how it believes government 

discriminated against minority businesses; one of those cases is Sarah's Ice Cream and Bakery. The group 

accuses the city of trying to move the shop out of its high-profile location in mid-continent airport to 

replace it with a Starbucks only because the owners are African American. After negotiations, the ice 

cream shop stayed at the airport. The group wants the federal government to stop funding projects until 

African American owned businesses get their share. Now all three governments are reviewing the 

complaint. The Wichita city manager says the city's trying to find way to improve the bidding process.     

An assistant Sedgwick County manager says the county recently changed the language in the bidding 

process to encourage sub-contracting to minority businesses and a school district spokeswoman tells us U-

S-D 259 has a new policy on working with minority businesses. 
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POLITICS Q-3 

 

08/19/09 

The Kansas lottery needs more time to consider the contracts for a Sumner County casino. The lottery says 

last night it received new financial information on the Chisholm creek and lakes Kansas proposals. That 

information needs to be reviewed before the contracts can be signed. The lottery commission will meet 

again next week. Under state law the contracts must be signed by Friday, August 28th. 

 

08/20/09 

5pm 

Former Kansas governor Kathleen Sibelius is named one of the world's most powerful women. Out of 100, 

Forbes magazine says she's number 56.Two spots behind Sonia Sotomayor. Sibelius took the job of Health 

and Human Services Secretary earlier this year. She pushing for health care reform and has spent nearly 

one billion dollars for a swine flu vaccine. Forbes says the most powerful woman in the world is Angela 

Markel. She‟s the Chancellor of Germany. 

 

08/21/09 

5am 

Former homeland security secretary tom ridge says he was pressured by other members of President 

George W. Bush's cabinet to raise the nation's terror alert level just before the 2004 presidential election. In 

a new book, Ridge says that he objected to raising the security level but was urged to do so by former 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and former Attorney General John Ashcroft. Ridge says that's partly 

the reason he left the administration. 

 

08/22/09 

8am 

Homosexuals can now serve openly in the nation's largest Lutheran Church. Leaders of the evangelical 

Lutheran Church voted to allow sexually active gays and lesbians to become clergy. The denomination has 

nearly 5 million members and 10 thousand churches nationwide. Even with the vote, the church remains 

deeply divided. It's something I've prayed for and hoped for and worked for so long. It would really do is 

change the relationship with other Christian bodies. Will Rome even talk to us after this? Before the vote, 

gays could serve in the church but only if they remain celibate. It will be to individual churches to decide 

whether to hire gay clergy. 

 

08/23/09 

10pm 

New now, millions of senior citizens could have to make do with less. Trustees who oversee social security 

say there won't be a cost of living adjustment for the next two years. What does that mean to you? Once 

prescription drug premiums are deducted, seniors will receive less money than they do now. Cost of living 

adjustments are tied to inflation and right now there is little to no inflation. 

 

08/24/09 

5am 

President Obama and his family take their first vacation since taking office. The Obama family is waking 

up on Martha‟s Vineyard today. Vendors on the Massachusetts Island are using it as an opportunity to drum 

up new business. A lot of people are trying to catch a glimpse of the first family. 

 

08/25/09 

6pm 

Also today, Governor Mark Parkinson has some harsh words for the state's public universities. He went 

before the regents today to outline a 10-year plan to raise the national rankings of the state universities and 

improve retention and graduation rates.  The governor‟s plan aims to raise k-u into the top-50 national 

rankings. New tonight on eyewitness news at 10, we'll break down the governor's plan and show you what 

the changes mean for Wichita State University. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

08/26/09 

5pm 

Funeral plans for Senator Edward Kennedy are underway tonight. He'll be laid to rest at Arlington National 

Cemetery, near his brothers Robert and President John F. Kennedy. Teddy Kennedy's year long battle with 

brain cancer came to an end overnight. He died at his Cape Cod home. President Barack Obama calls him 

"an extraordinary leader.” “The outpouring of love, gratitude and fondness to which we have all born 

witness is a testament to the way this singular figure in American history touched so many lives. The 

unique thing about teddy was, it was never about him, it was always about you.” The youngest and last 

surviving Kennedy brother, Senator Edward Kennedy was 77 years old. 

 

08/27/09 

5pm 

Veteran‟s affairs want to hear from gulf war vets who received a letter by mistake. It lets veterans know 

they qualify for disability because they have ALS, or Lou Gehrig's disease. The problem is-- there's no 

record the veterans who received the letter have the fatal illness. So, the VA is now asking anyone who 

received the letter to call. 

 

08/28/09 

6pm 

New at six state transportation officials ask the federal government for money to study expanded rail 

service in Kansas. The proposed line would link up to rails that now run from Fort Worth to Oklahoma 

City. K-DOT is asking the federal government for half a million dollars. In addition to 375-thousand 

already committed by Kansas and Oklahoma. 

 

08/29/09 

8am 

After days of emotional tributes, Senator Ted Kennedy will be laid to rest today near his brothers at 

Arlington National Cemetery. This is a live picture from the JFK Presidential Library in Boston, where 

mourners have filtered through to pay their respects all night long. Soon, Senator Kennedy‟s remains will 

be taken to a very special Basilica in Boston for his funeral. Eyewitness News national reporter Karen 

Brown is there with the latest. Senator Ted Kennedy‟s funeral will be held in a Basilica very dear to him.  It 

was here at our Lady of Perpetual Help that the legendary senator prayed for his daughter, Kara, when she 

was battling lung cancer. I think that having his funeral mass here in this huge Basilica is a beautiful thing. 

President Obama will deliver the eulogy while cellist Yo-Yo Ma and singer Placido Domingo will perform. 

The solemn catholic mass in this century old Basilica follows two days of  

Public and private events here in Boston. At a memorial service last night, friends and family members 

shared their fond memories of the senator. He was a warm compassionate, tremendously funny guy who 

loved the senate and loved our country. Joe Kennedy praised his uncle for holding the huge family together 

through difficult times. Every single one of my brothers and sisters needed a father and we gained one 

through Uncle Teddy. For the past two days...more than 50,000 well wishers paid their respects at the JFK 

Presidential Library.  Many were greeted by Kennedy‟s widow, Vicki, and other family members. It is so 

fitting he is lying in state in his brother's library and he will be ultimately being laid to rest next to his two 

brothers. Following today's funeral, Ted Kennedy will make one final journey to Capitol Hill and then he'll 

be buried this evening at Arlington National Cemetery. Karen brown, CBS News, Boston. 

 

08/30/09 

5:30pm 

An explosion sets several NATO fuel tankers on fire near the border of Pakistan and Afghanistan. The area 

is one of two main crossing points for American troops to get supplies. The crossing has been closed for 2 

days amid a dispute between afghan and Pakistani customs officers. The dispute has left about one-

thousand trucks backed up along the road to the border. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

08/31/09 

5am 

President Obama is back home after a part-work, part-rest vacation on Martha‟s Vineyard. The White 

House says he'll remain on vacation through this week, but hasn't released his plans. There have been 

indications he may go to Camp David for a few days. The President delivered the eulogy at Senator Edward 

Kennedy‟s funeral on Saturday 

 

09/01/09 

10pm 

Stores had to re-program their registers as a new tax takes effect in Illinois. People call it a sin tax-because 

it mainly hikes the cost of things like candy and soda, plus beer, wine and other alcohol. The tax is now 6 

and a quarter percent--up from one percent. But not all is created equal. Chocolate in this store costs more--

except for chocolate covered pretzels. It's exempt because it's a product made with wheat.  

 

09/02/09 

10pm 

The white house announces President Barack Obama will deliver a speech to a joint session of congress 

next week,     the focus healthcare. The idea is to give lawmakers and the public specifics about a health 

care reform plan   something many say he's hasn't done so far, among them former Kansas Senator Bob 

Dole who supports healthcare reform, "There's just something not right about the President not taking 

ownership of the most important issue of the century. It's almost as if he were afraid to be president." CBS 

news breaks it down saying the president has given 27 speeches exclusively on health care and he's 

mentioned his chief objectives for reform in another 92 remarks. But a new poll shows most Americans 

don't understand what's in the health care plans. 

 

09/03/09 

8am 

The goal is to clear up confusion about health care. The white house says President Obama will deliver a 

speech to a joint session of congress next week. The plan is to give lawmakers and the public specifics 

about what elements should be included the health care reform plan. That's something critics say the 

president hasn't done yet. Among those critics is Former Kansas senator Bob Dole who supports healthcare 

reform, "There's just something not right about the President not taking ownership of the most important 

issue of the century. It's almost as if he were afraid to be president." CBS news breaks it down saying the 

president has given 27 speeches exclusively on health care     and he's mentioned his chief objectives for 

reform in another 92 remarks. But a new poll shows most Americans don't understand what's in the health 

care plans. 

 

09/04/09 

Noon 

In the Healthwatch the latest h1n1 numbers around the world. The World Health Organization says at least 

625 

People have been reported dead from swine flu in the last week. The group says it's hard to know the 

number of  

Actual number of people infected with h1n1 overall because countries are no longer required to report each 

infection. The caseload is just too high. W-H-O says the number of deaths is growing proportionately to the 

increase in number of infected people. 

 

09/05/09 

8am 



 

 

Car dealerships across the country continue to wait for cash for clunkers. The incentive program gave 

customers up to 45-hundred dollars to trade in old vehicles for fuel efficient ones. But the government has 

been slow to reimburse dealerships. Now it promises to payout the money by the end of the month. It 

should be ok for us. The bigger dealerships in Oklahoma City, Kansas City, they're probably feeling a little 

more of a pinch because they more money out there.  But just anything right now is helpful. Until dealers 

get the cash, they must keep the clunkers on their lot. Once they're reimbursed, they have to destroy the 

engine. They can sell the rest of the vehicle for scrap. 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

09/06/09 

5:30pm 

A white house advisor quits his job overnight claiming he was the victim of a vicious smear campaign. The 

White House has accepted the resignation of Van Jones. Jones was in charge of creating more green jobs in 

the country. Speculation about why Jones suddenly resigned dominated the morning talk shows. The white 

house says he was not asked to resign. The bottom line is that he showed him commitment to the cause of 

creating green jobs in this country by removing himself as an issue. This guy's a Yale-educated lawyer. 

He's a best-selling author about his specialty. I think he was brought down, and I think it's too bad. Jones 

had come under fire for signing a petition in 2004 calling for an investigation into whether the government 

had allowed the 2001 terror attacks to happen. In his resignation statement, Jones said "opponents of 

reform" had mounted "a vicious smear campaign" against him. 

 

09/07/09 

5am 

Israel is ignoring requests from the Obama administration to stop settlement construction in the West Bank. 

Today, Israeli leaders are expected to approve plans to build five-hundred new apartments in the disputed 

territory. The settlements have been a major roadblock to Middle East peace. Palestinian officials insist 

there can be no peace talks until all settlement construction is stopped. 

 

09/08/09 

8am 

Education today and health care reform tomorrow. The president will speak before congress tomorrow. 

Congress reconvenes today, and six lawmakers will meet to piece together a health care reform bill that 

both democrats and republicans like. The bill would include a fee for the health care industry that would 

help cover the uninsured and create competition. 

 

09/09/09 

10pm 

President Obama delivers what some call the most important speech of his presidency. He spoke to a joint 

session of congress tonight on the need for health care reform. Eyewitness news reporter Michael 

Schwanke. Madam speaker the president of the United States.  If there were any questions President Barack 

Obama made his goal clear--to reform health care before he leaves office, “I'm not the first president to take 

up the issue, but I'm determined to be the last.” To a joint session of congress--during a primetime speech--

the president not only tried to sell lawmakers on his plan but the American public, “We are the only 

democracy the only wealthy nation that allows hardship for its citizens.” He laid out his plan is: the bill 

would make it against the law for insurance companies to deny coverage because of a pre-existing 

condition. Obama says if you have private insurance, Medicare, or Medicaid--you won't have to change.  If 

you don't have insurance, it would create an insurance exchange to allow people to shop for lower rates. 

Thirdly, it requires everyone to carry basic coverage, and would include a non-profit public option, “I will 

not back down on the idea that if Americans can't find coverage will provide you with a choice.” Not only 

did he lay out his plan--he addressed the political battles taking place across the country, “The time for 

bickering is over now is the season for action and bring both sides together and show the American people 



 

 

we can do what we were hired to do. The question remains did his speech help convince the American 

public? Michael Schwanke KWCH 12 Eyewitness news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

09/10/09 

8am 

President Obama delivers what some call the most important speech of his presidency. He spoke to a joint 

session of congress last night on the need for health care reform. If there were any questions President 

Barack Obama made his goal clear--to reform health care before he leaves office. To a joint session of 

congress during a prime time speech the president not only tried to sell lawmakers on his plan but the 

American public. Not only did he lay out his plan--he addressed the political battles taking place across the 

country, “The time for bickering is over now is the season for action and bring both sides together and 

show the American people we can do what we were hired to do.” Congressman Todd Tiahrt released the 

following statement before the address. "Our goal is to make health care affordable and accessible while 

maintaining the highest quality health care in the world - for all Americans, not just those the Obama 

administration deems fit for treatment." Kansas Senator Pat Roberts agreed, "Talk to your doctor, hospital, 

nurses, pharmacist, home healthcare providers, all of the people you rely on for your families healthcare.  

They've told me and they will tell you that these bills are bad for Kansas and bad for America.”  You can 

read the text of the president's speech and remarks from other members of congress on k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

09/11/09 

8am 

Robert de Niro, Mel Brooks, and Bruce Springsting will be honored. They will be the latest performers to 

be honored at the annual Kennedy Center event.  Other celebs, along with President Barack Obama are 

expected to lavish praise on them. The ceremony will happen in December, and will air here on CBS. 

 

09/12/09 

9am 

The Wichita greyhound park will keep its racing license, at least for now. The Kansas racing and gaming 

commission said yesterday that they'll give owners of several closed dog and horse tracks another chance to 

persuade lawmakers to allow slot machines. Greyhound park owner Phil Ruffin closed the track after 

Sedgwick County voted down slot machines in 2007. He and other track owners have said revenue from 

slots is the only way the tracks can stay open.       

 
09/13/09 

10pm 

Congressman Joe Wilson says he's done apologizing for heckling president Obama. Democrats want 

Wilson to formally apologize for yelling ``You lie'' during the President's health care speech to Congress on 

Wednesday. 

Critics want him to apologize on the House floor, and say if he doesn't, they'll propose a resolution of 

disapproval.  That would put Congress on record condemning his conduct. Wilson says one apology is 

enough.  

 

09/14/09 



 

 

8am 

 A new associated press poll shows most Americans don't think the government has not done enough to 

prevent another financial industry crisis. The poll shows 7 out of 10 Americans are pessimistic about 

current economic safeguards. 80 percent of those polled rate the current state of the economy as poor. 

 

09/15/09 

10pm 

A Chicago television station shot this video-of security guards in the middle of the night-catching one 

worker napping on the job-even airport announcements didn't wake her. The worker was positioned at an 

opening to a luggage conveyer belt and even though another worker was nearby, security experts say-that 

leaves an opportunity for terrorists to sneak something through. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

09/16/09 

7am 

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus is expected to unveil his health care reform bill today. 

The Democrat has been working for months on a plan designed to win bi-partisan support. Baucus has been 

in closed-door negotiations with both Republican and Democratic senators... hoping to find a compromise 

that will extend coverage to the nearly 50 million uninsured. 

 

09/17/09 

5am 

Good morning. Thanks for joining us on Eyewitness News This Morning. The US Chamber of Commerce 

begins airing a new television ad later today. In it they're critical of politicians the chamber says wants new 

taxes on health care companies. The chamber says those taxes will get passed on to consumers. The ad will 

appear in more than a dozen states. President Obama continues to push for fast action on health care 

reform. Whit Johnson has the latest from Washington. President Obama is gearing up for a full blown 

media blitz this weekend to promote healthcare reform. It's about what kind of country you want to be. We 

are the only nation on earth that leaves millions of people without health insurance. The President tailored 

his message to college students yesterday and will keep up the momentum Sunday. He'll appear on 5 talk 

shows, a presidential first, and adding to the 66 TV appearances and 157 speeches he's already given on the 

issue. And it doesn't stop there. The President will reach out to a late night audience Monday on "The Late 

Show with David Letterman. He's also getting some help from one of his biggest supporters. Before we 

lived in this beautiful house down the street, we lived on the south side of Chicago. The first lady will do 

her part to spread the President's message later today. She'll listen to the stories of women and families 

affected by the health care system. President Obama says after a year of debate on healthcare reform... 

Congress now agrees on about 80 percent of what needs to be done. But that last 20 percent could still be 

tough. Yes there are some words that are different, but it's still a path to a big government run health care 

program. The latest proposal crafted by Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus doesn't seem to 

be winning any Republican support. And at least one Democratic senator admits the bill needs more than 

just a few tweaks. Lawmakers will haggle over any changes next week before the committee votes on the 

bill, only the first of many more hurdles. Whit Johnson, CBS News, Washington. 

 

09/18/09 

5am 

Sedgwick County bans its employees from using cell phones while driving. Are you next? We checked 

with local companies who spend a lot of time on the road. Westar energy drivers can only use hands-free 

phones while driving, and no cell phone use whatsoever in bad weather. UPS drivers can only use cell 

phone when they're parked. A local floral shop allows workers to answer a call if traffic is light, which 

helped one of its employees avoid an accident. 



 

 

But luckily, I was paying attention.  I wasn't on the phone, I wasn't doing something else, and so I saw it 

and got out of the way. Next year, state lawmakers plan to propose new laws for cell phone use while 

driving. If calls or texts are banned behind the wheel, there will likely be a one-year grace period for fines. 

 

09/19/09 

8am 

The mayor of Leavenworth, Kansas, is removed from office, after writing a letter of support for a convicted 

drug dealer. Shay baker is that mayor in question. Baker wrote a federal judge asking for a lenient sentence 

for Billy Trinkle, who she says she has known since high school and is a good person. Trinkle was part of a 

major cocaine operation in northeast Kansas. His mom says he's had a rough life. I‟m a one parent. I 

couldn't do everything.  He's had his dad when he was young going to shoot him if I got a divorce when he 

was eight years old. After being removed from office, Baker apologized saying she wrote the letter for 

personal reasons and not as mayor. Billy Trinkle was sentenced to 20 years in prison. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

09/21/09 

6pm 

The state board that disciplines attorneys will look at a complaint filed against the former assistant attorney 

general under Phil Kline. The complaint against Stephen Maxwell comes from investigations into abortion 

providers. Maxwell is now the senior assistant district attorney in Reno County. The complaint was filed by 

the state disciplinary administrator and his chief deputy. 

 

09/22/09 

6pm 

We told you about a complaint filed against former attorney general Phil Kline‟s former assistant last night. 

New at six tonight, a Kansas official says an ethics complaint against Kline could be filed by the end of 

October. It would be about his investigation of abortion providers.  An ethics complaint would be reviewed 

first by a state board, then the Kansas Supreme Court. 

 

09/23/09 

5pm 

Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi is at the United Nations. And there's a lot of talk about where he plans to 

say while in New York. This tent was set up on an estate owned by Donald Trump. The Secret Service says 

Gadhafi planned to stay on the property. But after complaints from town where the estate is located, the 

tent was taken down. There are conflicting reports tonight on whether the Libyan leader still plans to stay at 

the home. 

 

09/24/09 

5pm 

Leaders from the world's twenty most powerful and developing economies are in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 

right now. The G-20 summit starts tonight. The summit is a magnet for protesters. Officers have had to fire 

tear gas at some demonstrators. Pittsburgh has the National Guard, state troopers, and city police working 

to keep things under control. The world's leaders will talk about the global economic recovery and tougher 

rules for financial institutions. 

 

09/25/09 

10pm 

The waiting game continues for the creators of the Kandu card game. The Kansas attorney general declared 

the game illegal in July.  It was played at Highlands Card Club in Wichita where creators say it's legal since 



 

 

it's more about skill than chance. Closing arguments were held in the case this morning but it could be two 

weeks before a judge makes a decision on the game's legality. 

 

09/26/09 

10pm 

Meantime, it‟s been the deadliest month of the year for civilians in Afghanistan. The United Nations says 

it‟s because of violence before the disputed presidential election. The UN hasn't released the exact number 

of people killed. But it says most were in airstrikes by coalition forces. The UN warns that attacks could 

increase again when final election results are announced. 

 

09/27/09 

10pm 

If the U.S. and its allies don't get the answers they're looking for from Iran--the country could face tougher 

sanctions. But, defense secretary Robert Gates also down played the possibility of military action, “My 

view has been that there has been an opportunity through the use of diplomacy and economic sanctions to 

persuade the Iranians to change their approach to nuclear weapons. The reality is there is no military option 

that does anything more than buys time." Secretary Gates said military options will be kept on the table, but 

he thinks there's still room for diplomacy. 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 

 

09/28/09 

8am 

Iran tests a long-range missile overnight. The test firing is reportedly capable of reaching Israel and u-s 

military bases in the gulf region. Over the weekend, the country also successfully test fired over 4-hundred 

short and medium range missiles. The display of force comes days after the U-S and its allies warned Iran 

about a secret nuclear facility the country is building. U.S. officials will have a chance to question Iran this 

Thursday. 

 

09/29/09 

8am 

NATO‟s secretary general meets with president Obama today. He'll urge the president to make changes in 

Afghanistan or he says the country will once again become a haven for the Taliban and other extremists. 

The head of NATO believes the U-S has to put more focus on preparing Afghan forces to take the lead in 

securing their nation. But he also believes it's too early to decide whether the country needs more U-S 

combat troops. 

 

09/30/09 

Noon 

Secretary of state Hillary Clinton leads a voting session at the United Nations Security Council today. The 

resolution will expand and strengthen a measure approved last year, which condemns the use of rape in 

conflict and characterizes it as a threat to peace and security. Even though it's a serious issue, the session 

did have some lighter moments, "I resume now my function as President of the council. I kind of like being 

president so this might go on a little longer than anticipated." The council voted 15 to zero in favor of the 

resolution. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. airs public service announcements that address community issues free of 

charge for various nonprofit organizations.   

 

  

 KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

900 Ad Council "Tough" :30 17 32 33 29 

902 Gedenk "Subway Scene" :30 14 30 38 42 

903 Unicef "Child Survival" :30 17 13 11 4 

904 Ad Council/AHRQ "Men In Gowns" :20 39 28 38 32 

905 US Dept of Health/Human Svs "Celebrate" :15 26 33 37 40 

906 Ad Council/Neighbor Works "Phone Call" :15 14 29 36 39 

907 Ad Council/United Way "Live United" :30 26 25 38 35 

908 KS Amber Alert: Wireless Signup w/ Steve Six :15 13 28 36 38 

910 Ad Council Adoption "Pink Uniform" :30 10 27 33 36 

912 Ad Council Adoption "Restaurant" :15 11 41 35 50 

913 Alcoholics Anonymous "I Thought" :30 10 8 8 9 

914 Habitat for Humanity "In Small Towns" :30 14 42 35 41 

915 Wichita Childrens Home "Greatest Gift" :60 11 41 40 47 

916 Texting & Driving :30 8 35 35 43 

917 Community of Veterans "Vet Support :30 9 37 46 43 

930 Wichita Habitat/Humanity Restore :20 2 6 7 14 

931 Wichita Habitat/Humanity Restore "Open" :15 10 42 41 39 

932 Wichita Habitat/Humanity “Volunteer” :15 5 48 35 37 

934 NAB Performance Tax :60 304 370 380 378 

935 Ad Council Autism "Toni Braxton" :60 268 368 388 388 

936 Ad Council Veteran Support "Alone" :60 240 380 356 382 

937 Fed Citizens Info Center "For the People" :60 228 372 374 388 

938 Dave Thomas/Fnd for Adoption "I'm just a kid" :60 204 358 374 394 

960 Fnd for a Better Life "Crosswalk" :30 2 9 7 16 

982 Kansas State High School Activities Assoc :30 5 31 31 50 

983 Kansas State High School Activities Assoc :30 4 27 30 46 

986 Boost Up.org “Jose” :30 9 33 33 48 

988 Earned Income Tax "Groceries" :30 5 31 27 42 

989 Orthopedic Surgeons "Joints Don't Jump" :30 6 27 30 46 

990 Air Nat'l Guard "Hometown Heroes" :30 7 35 29 44 

991 Arbor Day Fnd. "Arbor Day" :30 4 28 23 34 

992 Pet Fit "The Scale" :30 6 27 30 37 

994 Ad Council Childhood Asthma "Fish" :30 0 2 3 2 

996 EPA Radon Testing "Baby Steps :30 7 35 35 39 

997 NCADD "Yesterday" :30 10 33 32 30 

998 CASA "Dr Phil" :30 7 32 27 32 

999 Off. Violence Agst Women "Text Harrassment” :30 5 39 26 32 
 



 

 

3rd Quarter Community Calendar 

The “KWCH 12 Community Calendar” is a website feature at www.kwch.com. KWCH 12 Community 

Calendar promotes the maximum number of community church, school and nonprofit benefits. 

 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS & GROUPS 

 

July 2009 

Fort Hays Stamp Club  

Midtown Community Resource 

Cessna Employees Doll Club 

Broadway RFD 

Wichita Community Theater 

Faith Baptist Church 

Kansas Children‟s Service League 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library 

Century II 

City of Grinnell 

Haysville Chamber of Commerce 

Wichita American Marketing Association 

Christ Community Church 

Palco Public Library 

Start Thinking, LLC 

Miss Kansas Organization 

American Legion 401 

Breakthrough Ministries 

21
st
 Street Boys and Girls Club 

Old Cow Town Museum 

Wichita Children‟s Theatre 

The Heather Muller Circle 

Friendship Force of Kansas 

Concordia Rotary Club 

American Red Cross 

Riverside Citizen‟s Association, Inc. 

CityArts 

 

August 2009 

Rock River Rapids 

The Cotillion 

Kansans for Liberty 

Wichita Daylily Club 

Kansas Historical Society 

Dillon International 

Wichita South Adventist Church 

Family Committee 

Mead Street Gallery 

CityArts 

City of Wichita 

Sweet Adelines 

American Cancer Society 

Goodwill Easter Seals 

North Central Teens for Christ 

Century II 

Relay for Life 

National Ovarian Cancer Coalition 

Wichita American Marketing Association 



 

 

Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum 

Old Cowtown Museum 

Hope Street Youth Development 

Air National Guard 

Kansas and Oklahoma Steam and Gas Engine Association Convention 

Brown Grand Theater 

WSU Alumni Association 

Liberal Elks Lodge 

Countryside Covenant Church 

Catholic Resource Center 

City of Halstead 

Wray Bend Architectural Metal Co., Inc 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

University of Kansas School of Medicine 

Shocker Night Life Committee 

Orpheum Theater 

City of Potwin 

McPherson Chamber of Commerce 

 

September 2009 

CRCA of Kansas 

Barnes & Noble 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

Century II 

Fall River State Park 

Parallax Program 

Hutchinson Animal Shelter 

Fall Great Plains Renaissance Festival 

Herington CVB 

Focus on the Family 

Heartspring 

ChiART Studio 

Martinson Avenue Christian Church 

Wichita Center for the Arts 

Dyck Arboretum  

Wichita American Marketing Association 

Teens for Christ Rally 

Wichita Iron and Metals 

Breakthrough Ministries 

Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure 

University Congregational Church 

Bethany College 

Wesley Medical Center 

Wichita Radio Reading Service 

Brown Grand Theater 

Midwest Cichlid Association 

Sifira‟s Center for World Dance 

Newman University 

 



 

 

FCC Report 

Third Quarter 2009 

 

Tours 
Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. offers tours to groups interested in learning how a 

television station operates.  Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which 

usually consists of school-age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting 

facility and explains the types of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted 

by the Promotions Department, and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME       NUMBER  TYPE______________ 

July 2009 
07/27/09  10:00am  40  Bel Aire Camp Group 

 

August 2009 
08/06/09  10:00am  30  Children‟s Summer Group 

 

 

September 2009 
09/09/09  12:00   30  Sales Client Luncheon 

09/21/09  5:30 pm  10  College Class 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

July 2009 

01 Maize Schools Weather office Job Shadow 1 Mark Larson 

07 USD 259 Summer School Weather Talk 30 Mark Larson 

09 Sedgwick Co. Zoo Summer Concert Series 800 Shane Konicki 

09 Community Advisory Board Quarterly Meeting 6 Joan Barrett 

13 Alzheimer‟s Association Putting Contest 200 Roger Cornish 

16 Goodwill Committee Meeting  Joan Barrett 

21 Senior Services Celebrity Roast 500 Roger Cornish 

21 Wichita Collegiate School Board Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

22 Wichita Collegiate School All day retreat  Joan Barrett 

23 Sedgwick Co. Zoo Summer Concert Series 800 Shane Konicki/ Michelle Loss 

24 Boot Hill Board Bull Fry and Bash 850 Kerri Baker 

24 African American Museum  Read to summer campers  15 Felicia Rolfe 

25 Sedgwick County Extension Tomato Days – Salsa Judge 250 Mark Larson 

29 Dodge City Days Media Night 1000 Kerri Baker 

29 Goodwill Board teleconference  Joan Barrett 

31 Garden City Pro-Am Golf 200 Roger Cornish 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

August 2009 

04 KAB Meeting 12 Joan Barrett 

05 Wichita North High School Journalism Camp 100 Roger Cornish 

06 Maize Schools Weather office job shadow 2 Mark Larson 

18 Wichita Collegiate School Marketing Committee Mtg 4 Joan Barrett 

27 Goodwill Board Meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

31 Youthville  Charity Golf Tournament 

emcee 

250 Mark Larson 

31 DataStreme Teacher - Mentor  meeting 20 Mark Larson 

 

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab. 

 

 

more



 

 

 

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

September 2009 

01 Wichita Collegiate School Executive Board Meeting 8 Joan Barrett 

02 KS Assoc PIO Board meeting 20 Kim Hynes 

04 KSU Advisory Board Board Meeting 40 Joan Barrett 

09 Wichita Collegiate School Board Meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

09 KWCH + Sales presentation 75 Roger Cornish 

11-20 Kansas State Fair Meet and Greet at the 

booth 

thousands many 

15 Wichita Collegiate School Marketing Committee Mtg 12 Joan Barrett 

17 Wichita Chamber of Commerce Wichita Business Expo 400 Joan Barrett/Marcus Wilkerson 

17 Wichita Chamber of 

Commerce 

Exposure 600 Joan Barrett 

Brian McDonough 

Marcus Wilkerson 

17 Kansas State Fair Meet and greet at booth thousands Brian Heap 

18 Kansas State Fair Meet and greet at booth thousands Felicia Rolfe 

19 Wichita Radio Reading 

Service 

Miniature Golf 

Tournament 

100 Bryan Holmgren 

20 Kansas State Fair Booth thousands Roger Cornish 

25 USD 259 NW High School Career Fair 1500 Roger Cornish/Melissa Lock 

30 Andale Public Schools Weather office job 

Shadow 

1 Mark Larson 

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab. 

 

 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board member 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board Member 

Kansas Assoc of Broadcasters Board Chair  

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Television Journalism Board Member 

Carole Kneeland Project - Trainer 

Kansas Food Bank Board Member 

Easter Seals Goodwill Industries Board Member 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Collegiate School Board of Directors 

Dress for Success  Advisory Board Member 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Production 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

Site Council, Wilbur Middle School 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Mueller Elementary School Site Council Member  

Stucky Middle School Science Olympiad Coach 

AMS/NSF Data Stream Program/Teacher Mentor 

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children‟s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  
 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

SHRM National and Local 



 

 

 

Ronda Schwab, Sales Assistant 

Parent Teacher Organization, USD 262 

Big Brothers / Sisters Bowling Tournament Volunteer 

WSU Alumni Association / Career Mentor 

Friends University Alumni Supporter 

Children‟s Organ Transplant Association (COTA) PR Volunteer 

First Baptist Church Prayer Chain Participant 

Mennonite Housing Volunteer 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Jack and Jill of America, Inc. President of local chapter  

Links Inc. member  

Church volunteer-Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

Wichita Collegiate Association of Parents- volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, KBSD Local Sales Manager 

DC Chamber Ambassador 

Small group leader, Minneola United Methodist Church 

Board of Directors Boot Hill Museum 

Board of Directors, Management Committee, Dodge City Ford County Development Corporation 

Chair, Administrative Council for Minneola United Methodist Church / Volunteer 

Ford County 4-H Parent Volunteer 

BEST Minneola Junior High Parent Volunteer 

 

Tracy Crockett, Reporter 

Girl Scout Leader 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Chair 

Wichita Arts Council, Emeritus Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 



 

 

 

Chris Durden, Producer & Internship Coordinator 

K-State Career Fair – Manhattan, KS 

KU Career Fair – Lawrence, KS 

 

Michelle Loss, Special Projects 

Church Pianist and Youth Leader, Freedom Bible Fellowship 

Circle Middle School, Career Day 

 

Dominc Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259‟s Digital Production Advisory Committee-Vice Chair 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Board Member – Ballet Wichita (formerly Wichita Metropolitan Ballet) 

Board Member – Higher Ground Substance Abuse Counseling Center 

Screening Committee- Tallgrass Film Festival 

Volunteer – Habitat for Humanity 

Volunteer – Catholic Charities (Cruise Night) 

Volunteer – YMCA (Denim and Diamonds fund raiser) 

 

Aubrey Runquist, Account Executive 

American Cancer Society‟s Cattleman‟s Ball Wichita, Co Chair 

Central Plains Rodeo Association Volunteer/Equine Sports Massage 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 

Wichita Wind Ensemble, Board Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Bank of  America River Run, Volunteer 

Woodlawn Village Homeowners Association 

 

Brian McDonough 

Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas Volunteer 

MAYB Basketball Coach 

Kapaun Mt Carmel athletics volunteer  

 

Kim Hynes 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Volunteer 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

07/05/09 Guests: Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (1); Senator Charles 

Grassley (R-IA) (2); Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) (2) 

Guest Moderator: John Dickerson, CBS News Political Consultant 

1) Topics include: the U.S. counterinsurgency strategy in Afghanistan and its impact on 

the current situation in that country / reaction to a recent article in The Washington Post 

that commanders are unable to request more troops / importance of economic progress in 

stabilizing Afghanistan; removal of American troops from certain cities in Iraq / 

commitment to keeping troops levels intact, in order to provide security for upcoming 

elections and then the eventual drawdown; North Korea‟s threat to shoot a mid-range 

missile towards Hawaii / yesterday‟s firing of seven missiles -- a violation of the United 

Nations Security Council resolution / need for the international community to continue to 

bring pressure and unite against those actions / the Kang Nam‟s -- the Korean ship 

containing suspicious cargo -- decision to turn back towards North Korea; renewal of a 

military relationship with Russia / Russia‟s concern over the U.S. anti-ballistic missile 

system in Eastern Europe; reaction to Vice President Joe Biden‟s statement that the 

United States is powerless should Israel decide to launch a strike to stop Iran‟s nuclear 

capability / concern over Iran‟s decision to continue to state sponsor terrorism and 

develop nuclear weapons; positive progress made by the Pakistani government against 

the Taliban 

2) Topics include: last week‟s health care bill put out by the Senate Health and Labor 

Committee / opinions regarding the public option and employer mandate provisions 

contained in the bill / option of patient-owned cooperative health insurance/ feasibility of 

making the August deadline as set forth by President Barack Obama; Senator Grassley‟s 

reaction to Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin‟s decision to resign 

 

07/12/09 Guests: Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman, Judiciary Committee (1); Senator Jeff 

Sessions (R-AL), Ranking Member, Judiciary Committee (1); Kathleen Parker, 

Syndicated Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (2); Kevin Merida, National 

Editor, The Washington Post (2) 

1) Topics include: reaction to the news that Attorney General Eric Holder is considering 

appointing a special prosecutor to investigate allegations of torture during the previous 

administration -- something President Barack Obama has opposed / claims that former 

Vice President Dick Cheney ordered the CIA to keep a top-secret intelligence program 

secret from Congress; upcoming Senate confirmation hearings on the nomination of 

Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme Court / opinions regarding her nomination / 

various reasons for supporting or opposing her nomination 

2) Topics include: what the appointment of a special prosecutor to investigate allegations 

of torture means for the Obama Administration; thoughts on Alaskan Governor Sarah 

Palin‟s decision to resign; President Obama‟s recent trip to the African continent; belief 

that a health care bill will be passed, but not before the August deadline 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/19/09 Guests: Representative Charles B. Rangel (D-NY), Chairman, Ways and Means 

Committee (1); Senator Orrin G. Hatch (R-UT), Member, Senate Committee on Finance 

(1); former Senator and Astronaut John Glenn (D-OH) (2); Douglas Brinkley, 

Presidential Historian, CBS News Consultant (2); Bob Schieffer, Chief Washington 

Correspondent, Anchor/Moderator of Face The Nation (2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: reaction to criticism leveled against the various health plans from the 

head of the Congressional Budget Office / importance of having national health insurance 

/ possibility of raising taxes on individuals and small businesses in order to reach the cost 

of the bill / feasibility of making the August deadline as set forth by President Barack 

Obama / taking Medicare spending away from Congress to form a separate agency and 

cut costs / claim that the Republicans have not been invited to participate in either the 

House of Representatives or the Senate debate on health care / possibility of taxing the 

cost of healthcare benefits above a certain level in order to draw down costs / 

commitment to solving the health care problem 

2) Topics include: thoughts and recollections on the life and career of former CBS News 

Anchor Walter Cronkite, who died on Friday, July 17th 

 

07/26/09 Guests: David Axelrod, White House Senior Advisor (1); Representative Jim Cooper (D-

TN) (2); Michael Eric Dyson, Sociologist, Georgetown University (3); Kathleen Parker, 

Syndicated Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (3) 

1) Topics include: controversy over the arrest of Harvard University professor Dr. Henry 

Louis Gates, Jr. in Cambridge, MA by Sgt. James Crowley, resulting in a claim of racial 

profiling / upset over comments made by President Barack Obama that the police had 

“acted stupidly” and his  subsequent apology; President Obama‟s plans for health care 

reform -- lowering costs, improving quality of care, and keeping the burden off of the 

middle class / President Obama‟s decision to consider a surtax on people who make over 

$500,000 / commitment to solving the health care crisis 

2) Topics include: belief that health care reform is still in its earliest stages, but that a bill 

will pass this year / two approaches to health care reform -- amend the current legislation 

in Congress or consider alternative approaches that have received high scores from the 

Congressional Budget Office / reaction to the rumor that the Obama Administration is 

considering taxing the more expensive health insurance programs, also known as the 

“Cadillac Plans”, due to the complex tax system which subsidizes the health care policies 

for America‟s highest income earners / need to slow the rate of growth of health care 

spending to just an inflationary adjustment 

3) Topics include: controversy over the arrest of Harvard University professor Dr. Henry 

Louis Gates, Jr. in Cambridge, MA by Sgt. James Crowley, resulting in a claim of racial 

profiling / upset over comments made by President Barack Obama that the police had 

“acted stupidly” and his  subsequent apology / President Obama‟s decision to take 

responsibility for his comments and admit fault for his choice of words / proposed 

meeting between Dr. Gates and Sgt. Crowley at the White House / need for an open and 

honest discussion regarding the issue of race and class in America / racial profiling / 

belief that had this situation occurred between two women, the outcome would have been 

different 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

07/05/09 “Saving Flight 1549" - a three-part report on the incredible water landing in the Hudson 

River on January 15, 2009 of a U.S. Air flight which saved the lives of all 155 people 

aboard.  Part I is an interview with Hero pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger.  Part 

II is an interview with Captain Sullenberger and his crew, and with his wife.  Part III 

consists of coverage of a reunion between the passengers and the crew, as well as 

additional remarks from Captain Sullenberger and his family.  Part I: (C: Katie Couric - 

P: Tanya Simon, Michael Radutzky, Lori Beecher) Part II: (C: Katie Couric - P: Michael 

Radutzky, Lori Beecher, Jenny Dubin)  Part III: (C: Katie Couric - P: Tanya Simon, Lori 

Beecher, Andrew Metz)  DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT  (OAD: 02/08/09) 

“Bon Jovi” - an interview with rock musician Jon Bon Jovi.  Includes remarks by lead 

guitarist Richie Sambora.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 05/18/08) 

 

07/12/09 “Kill Bin Laden” - an interview/profile of the officer in command of a team from the 

U.S. Army‟s secret Delta Force, sent to Tora Bora, Afghanistan by the Pentagon shortly 

after 9/11 to kill Osama bin Laden.  Calling himself Dalton Fury, he is the author of “Kill 

Bin Laden” and has only recently decided to break his silence in order to correct the 

inaccuracies regarding his mission.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran) (OAD: 10/05/08) 

“Eyewitness” - a report on the case of Ronald Cotton, a North Carolina man who was 

twice falsely convicted of raping Jennifer Thompson on the strength of her eyewitness 

testimony.  Years later he was exonerated due to DNA testing -- and forgave his accuser.  

Memory experts demonstrate how easy and how common it is for eyewitnesses to make 

inaccurate identifications.  Interviewed: Jennifer Thompson; Ronald Cotton; Detective 

Mike Gauldin; Rich Rosen, law professor and Cotton‟s attorney; memory experts Gary 

Wells, Professor of Psychology at Iowa State University and Elizabeth Loftus, Professor 

of Psychology and Law at the University of California Irvine.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari 

Finkelstein) (DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT) (OAD: 03/08/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Eat More Fruit” - Andy shares some nutritional advice (OAD: 

04/13/08) 

 

07/19/09 PREEMPTED for the CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “That‟s The Way It Was: Remembering 

Walter Cronkite” 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/26/09 “Gun Rush” - despite the current economic downturn, fear of tighter gun-control laws 

under the Obama administration have fueled an increase in gun and ammunition sales.  

At a Virginia gun show, gun proponents and anti-gun activists discuss why the public 

feels the need to possess guns and what could be fueling the sales, the gun show 

“loophole” in Virginia and 30 other states that allows people who are not gun dealers to 

sell firearms without background checks, and the Virginia Tech massacre.  Interviewed: 

Philip Van Cleve (gun proponent); Gerald Massengil, former Police Superintendent of 

Virginia; Lily Habtu, Virginia Tech survivor; Omar Samaha, brother of Virginia Tech 

victim Reema Samaha; and Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA).  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 

Shachar Bar-On) (OAD: 04/12/09) 

“Poisoned” - a report on the African lion, in danger of extinction.  Herders, in order to 

protect their livestock, are poisoning them with Furadan, a cheap American pesticide 

manufactured by FMC Corporation.  Interviewed: Dr. Laurence Frank of the University 

of California Berkeley; Alayne Cotterill, Dr. Frank‟s colleague; Claus Mortensen, ranch 

owner in Kenya; Antony Kasanga, Maasai warrior and member of Lion Guardians; Dr. 

Richard Leakey, doyen of conservationists in Africa; Tom Hill, American philanthropist; 

and Richard Bonham, a Kenyan naturalist.  (C: Bob Simon - P for the rebroadcast: 

Michael H. Gavshon, Drew Magratten, Paul Bellinger) (OAD: 03/29/09) 

“Steve Wynn” - a profile of casino mogul Steve Wynn, who despite today‟s bad 

economy, has had to slash employees‟ pay and room prices but does whatever he has to 

do to get customers to his new hotel, Encore, which opened in 2008.  He reflects on how 

Las Vegas has changed from just a gambling town when he built the first luxury resort to 

a vacation destination; his business success; and retinitis pigmentosa, an eye disease that 

is slowly robbing him of his sight.  Also interviewed: Steve‟s wife and business partner, 

Elaine.  (C: Charlie Rose - P: Catherine Olian) (OAD: 04/12/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy‟s Best Friend” - Andy remembers his close friend Walter 

Cronkite, who passed away on July 17, 2009 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

07/04/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Girl Next Door” (2) - a follow-up to one of the two 

stories included in “The Girl Next Door” (OAD: 01/07/06).  In that report, Detective 

Scott Dudek of the Alameda County (CA) Sheriff‟s Office was attempting to establish 

the identity of a teenage girl whose body was found on May 1, 2003 in a trash bag left 

behind a restaurant in Castro Valley, California.  Forensic sculptor Gloria Nusse created a 

reconstruction of the girl‟s face, based on nothing but her skull.  After the initial 2006 

report on 48 HOURS MYSTERY, a viewer called to say that the victim looked like a 

young girl who had been seen around Castro Valley with Miguel Castaneda, who had 

worked at the restaurant where the body was dumped.  He had disappeared, but police 

received a tip that the girl and the man she had been seen with might have been from the 

same hometown in Mexico.  Dudek and his team then went to Yahualica, Mexico. There 

they extensively publicized their search and handed out many fliers.  A woman whose 

daughter was missing came forward, and a DNA sample would later confirm that she was 

the mother of the now-identified victim: Yesenia Nungaray.  Yesenia was given a funeral 

in her hometown.  The search for Miguel Castaneda continues.  (C: Harold Dow - P: 

Clare Friedland) (OAD: 12/15/07; first rebroadcast: 06/14/08) (Graphic update for this 

second rebroadcast: Detective Dudek says Miguel Castaneda is living in Mexico.  Depite 

multiple arrest warrants, Mexico is not cooperating with his extradition.  These is still a 

$65,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of Yesenia‟s killer.) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/07/09 48 HOURS: “Michael Jackson: The Last Dance” - a report on the life and death of 

performer Michael Jackson, whose memorial service was held today in Los Angeles.  

Includes: (1) recorded excerpts of some participants in the service itself, including Berry 

Gordy, Queen Latifah, Kobe Bryant, Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Smokey Robinson, 

Brooke Shields, Jermaine Jackson, Marlon Jackson, Paris Jackson, and the Rev. Al 

Sharpton.  Also included is Katie Couric‟s post-memorial interview with singer Stevie 

Wonder.  (2) a report by Lara Spencer on the lives of Michael Jackson‟s three children, 

and Jackson‟s intention that they be cared for by his mother Katherine or by singer Diana 

Ross.  Includes comments by Jackson biographer J. Randy Taraborrelli.  (3) a report by 

Troy Roberts on some of Jackson‟s fans who came long distances, determined to get a 

ticket to the memorial.  Among them were Josep Lari, from Barcelona, Spain; Verna 

Lewis and her friend, Chantelle, from Delaware; Rita Sehmi, from Corona, California.  

(4) a report by Ben Tracy on questions surrounding the possible role of prescription 

painkillers, including Diprivan, in Michael Jackson‟s death.  Includes comments by 

Jackson manager Frank Dileo; Jackson‟s bodyguard Matt Fides; Jackson‟s nutritionist 

Cherilyn Lee; Dr. Paul Wischmeyer.  (5) a report by Harold Dow on the public‟s long-

standing obsession with celebrity deaths.  Includes comments by Professor Jacque Lynn 

Foltyn of National University, San Diego; Larry Hackett, “People” Magazine; John 

Landis, director of Jackson‟s “Thriller” video.  (6) overview of Jackson‟s talent, life, and 

impact.  Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor, Los Angeles); Troy Roberts; Ben Tracy; 

Harold Dow.  Contributing Reporter: Lara Spencer (anchor, “The Insider”) 

 

07/11/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Stolen Dreams” - In November of 2003, Jeanne Callahan of 

Rockville Centre, Long Island waited for her husband, Stephen Trantel, to return home 

from a day of fishing.  Hours later, she received a call telling her that Stephen was alive, 

but was under arrest -- police told Jeanne that Stephen had committed ten bank robberies.  

To the people who knew Stephen, he was the least likely to rob a bank - for one, he was 

the son of a New York City cop. And because he was a trader on Wall Street in the big 

money world of commodities, he wouldn't have to steal anything.  But those closest to 

him didn't know was that he was living a secret life.  Stephen had worked for a trading 

company, but had become self-employed and was betting his own money on the future 

price of oil.  He was doing well, but he didn‟t plan ahead.  He purchased Jeanne her 

dream home and their mortgage tripled.  As their other expenses increased, Stephen 

struggled to keep up.  He lost so much money that the commodities exchange barred him 

from the floor.  Afraid to tell his wife, Stephen decided that in order to hold on to the 

lifestyle he and Jeanne had grown accustomed to, he was going to have to steal money to 

maintain it.  After doing research on the internet, Stephen robbed his first bank in July of 

2003.  By the time Stephen was caught four months later, he had stolen more than 

$60,000.  In exchange for information and an admission of guilt, Stephen Trantel was 

sentenced to nine years in prison.  Shortly after Stephen entered prison, Jeanne divorced 

him.  He is scheduled to be released from prison in 2012.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: 

Patti Aronofsky) (OAD: 03/15/08) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/14/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Vegas Heat” - a report on the December 14, 2005 discovery 

of the charred corpse of a young woman, found in a burned-out car on a Las Vegas, 

Nevada desert road.  The car was registered to Kelly Ryan, a fitness champion who is 

married to Craig Titus, a Mr. Olympia competitor.  Both were stars of the body building 

world and also hard partiers, known for using illegal drugs and pain killers.  The 

unrecognizable body was initially thought to be Ryan, but authorities were stunned when 

they arrived at the couple‟s house only to be greeted by her at the door.  When asked 

about the car, Craig and Kelly claimed that it had been taken the day before by Melissa 

James, their 31-year-old live-in assistant and a dancer, who was headed to New Jersey to 

spend Christmas with her mother.  Melissa never made it to New Jersey and when 

pressed, Craig and Kelly accused her of theft -- that she stole the Jaguar and used Kelly‟s 

debit card to steal from them.  Detectives were lucky and discovered that Kelly‟s debit 

card was last used at Wal-Mart by Kelly, who purchased seven bottles of lighter fluid.  

Panicked by the police visit, Craig and Kelly confided in Megan Foley, Kelly‟s friend, 

that a fight between Kelly and Melissa had spiraled out of control -- Kelly tased Melissa, 

injected her with narcotics and that it ended when Craig choked her.  Megan‟s attorney 

contacted the police.  Armed with that information, police issued a warrant for their 

arrest.  Eventually, the FBI tracked the couple to Boston, where they were charged with 

murder and arson.  Twenty-one days after the body was found, it was officially identified 

as Melissa James.  But because the body was so badly burned, the coroner could not say 

for sure how Melissa died or if it was even murder.  Craig had a different story and in an 

interview, told 48 HOURS that Melissa had attacked Kelly and that he interceded on his 

wife‟s behalf.  Enraged, Melissa ran upstairs to her room and when Craig checked on her, 

she was dead.  Craig also claimed that he, Melissa, and Kelly had been using drugs for 

days leading up to the fight and that her death was an overdose.  High on drugs, they 

panicked and disposed of her body in the desert.  As the trial was about to begin, Craig 

and Kelly each accepted a plea deal -- Craig for second-degree murder, kidnapping, and 

arson; Kelly for battery and arson.  After further courtroom dramatics, Craig Titus was 

sentenced to 21 to 55 years and Kelly Ryan to six to 17 years in prison.  Craig has filed a 

motion to reduce his sentence.  Kelly says her marriage to Craig is over.  (C: Peter Van 

Sant - P: Chuck Stevenson, Chris O‟Connell) (OAD: 11/08/08) (Graphic update for this 

first rebroadcast: Craig Titus‟ request to reduce his sentence or let him stand trial was 

denied. Kelly Ryan has filed for a divorce.) 

 

07/18/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Betrayal” - an update of a report on the September 3, 2006 

disappearance of Nina Reiser, a Russian doctor who had married Hans Reiser, an 

American computer whiz. The couple had two children, but their marriage began to fall 

apart and Nina began an affair with Sean Sturgeon, Hans‟ best friend. Embroiled in a 

nasty custody fight, Nina dropped off the children at Hans‟ house on Labor Day weekend 

and then mysteriously vanished. Her body had never been found. After investigation, 

Hans was arraigned on murder charges five weeks after Nina‟s disappearance, and one 

year later, went on trial for her murder. After three days of deliberation, the jury found 

him guilty of first degree murder and he was sentenced to 25 years to life. Update for 

this rebroadcast: In the summer of 2008, Hans Reiser offered to lead police to Nina‟s 

body in exchange for a reduced verdict and reduced time in prison. The police agreed; 

Hans led them to her remains, which he had buried just half a mile from his house. As 

part of the deal, Hans was required to provide a detailed confession of how he murdered 

Nina, and his voice is heard describing how he strangled her. One month later, the verdict 

against Hans was lowered to murder in the second degree, and sentenced him to 15 years 

to life. Graphic updates: Nina Reiser was buried in St. Petersburg, Russia. Her children 

will remain in Russia with Nina‟s mother. Hans Reiser will be eligible for parole in 2021. 

He will be 58 years old. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Paul LaRosa, Gayane Keshishyan, Allen 

Alter) (“Betrayal” OAD: 06/03/08. OAD for rebroadcast containing update: 01/03/09) 

 



 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/25/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Drawn To Murder” - a report on the February 1987 murder 

of 37-year-old Peggy Hettrick in Fort Collins, Colorado.  Her mutilated, half naked body 

was discovered in a field near the home of Tim Masters, a 15-year-old who lived near the 

crime scene.  He said he had seen the body on his way to school but, thinking it was a 

mannequin, he did not report it to the police.  He then became a suspect when police  

searched his home and found his collection of knives and his drawings of graphic images 

of murder and mutilation.  Under interrogation, he adamantly denied any knowledge of 

the murder -- and since police had no actual evidence linking him to the crime, he was 

not arrested.  Ten years later, prompted by the opinions of Dr. Reid Meloy, an expert on 

sexual homicide, the police did arrest Masters for the murder.  He was put on trial, 

convicted and went to prison in 1999, sentenced to life without parole.  After losing two 

appeals, he appealed again, claiming ineffective counsel.  His defense team then 

uncovered important items of evidence never given to Masters‟ original lawyers, 

although they had been entitled to them.  This included, among other things, questions 

surrounding Dr. Richard Hammond, a prominent eye surgeon who also lived near the 

crime scene and who had been arrested for voyeurism.  And now, for the first time, DNA 

tests were done on Peggy Hettrick‟s clothing.  These tests found no DNA of Tim 

Masters, but did find that of Hettrick‟s ex-boyfriend, Matt Zoellner, and that of two other 

males.  Tim Masters‟ conviction and sentence were vacated, and he was released from 

prison after more than nine years.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, Marc B. 

Goldbaum, Taigi Smith) (OAD: 11/29/08) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIALS 
 

07/07/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “Michael Jackson: The Farewell” - live coverage 

of the memorial service for performer Michael Jackson at the Staples Center in Los 

Angeles.  Participants in the service include: singer Smokey Robinson, the Andrae 

Crouch Choir, Pastor Lucious Smith, singers Mariah Carey and Trey Lorenz, actress 

Queen Latifah, singer Lionel Richie, producer Berry Gordy, musician Stevie Wonder, 

singer Jermaine Jackson, retired NBA star Earvin “Magic” Johnson, NBA player Kobe 

Bryant, Reverend Al Sharpton, musician John Mayer, actress Brooke Shields, singer 

Jennifer Hudson, singer Usher, Reverend Bernice King and Martin Luther King III, 

singer Shaheen Jafargholi, Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee (D., Texas), director 

Kenny Ortega, and singer Marlon Jackson.  CBS Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor, 

Staples Center); Bill Whitaker (Forest Lawn Cemetery); Ben Tracy (Staples Center); Jeff 

Glor (Los Angeles); Mark Phillips (London); Michelle Miller (outside the Apollo 

Theatre, New York City); Sandra Hughes (outside the Neverland Ranch, Los Olivos, 

California).  Consultants: Randy Tarraborelli, biographer of Michael Jackson; Kenny 

„Babyface‟ Edmonds, friend of Michael Jackson; Interviewed: Brian Oxman, Jackson 

family attorney and spokesman. 

 

 



 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIALS (continued) 

 

07/19/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “That’s The Way It Was: Remembering Walter Cronkite” - 

a tribute to former CBS News anchor Walter Cronkite, who died on July 17 at the age of 

92.  The broadcast presents a chronological review of his career, from his days as a 

reporter in World War II, on to his hiring by CBS in 1950, then to his almost twenty year 

(1962-1981) tenure as anchor of  “The CBS Evening News”, and then his continuing 

career after leaving that position.  Includes video footage of his coverage of the national 

political conventions; the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King and 

Robert F. Kennedy; the Vietnam war; Woodstock; the space program and the landing on 

the moon.  Includes ongoing commentary by Cronkite himself and his daughter Kathy, as 

well as  recollections and comments by CBS News colleagues Katie Couric, Dan Rather, 

Don Hewitt, Morley Safer, Mike Wallace, Andy Rooney; competitors Diane Sawyer, 

Brian Williams, Barbara Walters, Charles Gibson; actors George Clooney and Robin 

Williams; director Spike Lee; Grateful Dead drummer Mickey Hart; and former President 

Bill Clinton.  (an edited and updated version of the 05/18/07 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: 

“That‟s The Way It Is: Celebrating Cronkite at 90").  (Executive Producer: Susan 

Zirinsky;  Producer: Nancy Kramer;  Director: Rob Klug;  Producer/Editor: Terry 

Manning;  Executive Editor: Al Briganti) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

08/02/09 Guests: Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council (1); Bob 

Woodward, The Washington Post (2); David Brooks, The New York Times (2); Kathleen 

Parker, Syndicated Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (2) 

1) Topics include: current state of the economy with regards to recovery -- is the 

recession over? / need to get the federal deficit under control by implementing a 

substantial reform of the health care system / President Obama‟s commitment to not 

increasing taxes for middle-income Americans / pledge to work with Congress to make 

sure that unemployment insurance benefits are extended if necessary / support for the 

stimulus package as a positive and significant impact on the economy 

2) Topics include: recent report in The Washington Post suggesting that commanders in 

the region are preparing to ask for an increase in American forces / criticism against the 

policy for Afghanistan enacted by the Obama Administration as being one of nation 

building / the American public‟s attitude towards our presence and strategy in 

Afghanistan; complex problem of reforming health care / need to control costs in order to 

prevent rising premiums / problems faced by former President Bill Clinton and his 

administration when they attempted to reform health care 

 

08/09/09 Guests: Retired General James Jones, National Security Adviser (1); Senator Carl Levin 

(D-MI), Chairman, Armed Services Committee (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), 

Member, Armed Services Committee (2) 

1) Topics include: President Obama‟s new strategy (effective March 2009) in 

Afghanistan -- increased security, economic development, and better governance from 

the local levels / refutation of a report that American commanders were told by him that a 

discussion on increasing troop levels was out of the question / importance of measuring 

the effectiveness of the new strategy before making recommendations / criticism of prior 

approaches to dealing with the situation in Afghanistan / praise for the current plan 

implemented by the Obama administration / promise to assess the possible need for more 

troops / current situation in Afghanistan; former President Bill Clinton‟s recent trip to 

North Korea, where he secured the release of American journalists Euna Lee and Laura 

Ling, after being held there under arrest for more than four months / North Korea‟s 

perceptible desire to continue talks with the United States / America‟s commitment to 

dealing with North Korea within the context of the six party talks -- bilaterally with other 

allies: China, Russia, South Korea, and Japan / fact that regardless as to how North Korea 

may choose to interpret former President Clinton‟s trip, it was done solely as a private 

humanitarian mission; belief that Guantanamo Bay prison will be closed by the end of the 

year 

2) Topics include: conjecture as to how Congress would react to a request for a troop 

increase in Afghanistan / current political climate in Afghanistan and how it differs from 

Iraq / need for NATO allies to send more troops / belief that mistakes were made in Iraq 

and the desire to not “Rumsfeld Afghanistan”, meaning don‟t resist the idea of a troop 

increase, as may be necessary / arguments for and against committing to a troop increase 

at this time / need to transfer responsibility to the Afghan army; support for the closure of 

the prison at Guantanamo Bay / belief that fear should not keep us from housing terrorists 

in maximum security prisons in the United States 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

08/16/09 Guests: Robert Gibbs, White House Press Secretary (1); former Congressman Lee 

Hamilton (D-IN), Co-Chair, Iraq Study Group (3); former Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE) 

(3); Douglas Brinkley, Presidential Historian, CBS News Analyst, author, “The 

Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America” (4) 

Guest Correspondent: Lara Logan, Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, CBS News 

(2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: promise that conditions for those who have health insurance will 

improve under proposed health care reform / health care exchange program which will 

allow the uninsured to find the best possible policy / President Obama‟s support for the 

public option -- allowing for choice and competition, in order to drive down costs and 

improve quality / risks involved should nothing be done to reform health care / anger 

directed at elected officials at the health care forums around the country / atmosphere of 

President Obama‟s recent health care forums / belief that the rancor displayed at some of 

the forums is garnering too much attention; President Obama‟s commitment to improving 

the American economy 

2) Report from Afghanistan on the current environment in that country on the eve of 

presidential and provincial council elections  

3) Topics include: troubling conditions in Afghanistan / need for America to reexamine 

our objectives in Afghanistan / upcoming elections / rumors of a request for additional 

troops / complexities of Afghanistan and the possibility that America will continue to 

isolate itself should it continue to stay in that region / does an increase in troops equate 

viewing America as an occupation force / belief that American policy needs to stay 

focused on protecting Americans and dismantling al Qaeda / historical, political, cultural, 

and economic forces exist within Afghanistan that make it impossible to modernize / 

Pakistan as an example of a country that has never been governable / disappointment in 

current President Hamid Karzai‟s leadership, but the importance of working with 

whomever wins the upcoming election 

4) Topics include: reasoning behind President Teddy Roosevelt‟s determination to create 

a national park system / current state of the national park system / importance of 

preserving the national parks as “great heirlooms to future generations” 

 

08/23/09 Guests: Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Ranking Member, Committee on Finance (1); 

Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND), Committee on Finance (1); former Governor Howard 

Dean, M.D. (D-VT), former Chairman, Democratic National Committee (2) 

1) Topics include: problems posed by keeping or dropping the public insurance option 

from the health care reform bill / proposed cooperative plan -- a plan that would be 

controlled by its membership, not like a public insurance option that would be 

government run / reaction to the suggestion made by former Senator Tom Daschle (D-

SD) that a procedure called reconciliation -- used to circumvent the requirement of 

having sixty votes for passage of a bill -- be used to pass the health care reform bill / 

views as to how President Obama has presented health care reform / clarification by 

Senator Grassley regarding his recent statement denouncing any government program 

“that determines you‟re going to pull the plug on grandma” / the eight billion dollar cost 

associated with end of life counseling / Republican notion of splitting the bill in two and 

passing the less controversial aspects first, before addressing the more arguable points / 

need to take measures to control the rising costs associated with health care and reduce 

the deficit as a result 

2) Topics include: support for the public insurance option and an explanation as to how it 

would impact taxpayers and benefit the small-business community / criticism against 

Senator Grassley and other Republicans for not being forthcoming about what they would 

and would not support in a health care reform bill / belief that President Obama feels that 

a public insurance option is necessary for true reform / view that the proposed cost of 

sixty billion dollars a year -- less than what is spent on Iraq and Afghanistan -- is a 



 

 

reasonable amount / end-of-life counseling -- permitted under Medicare -- has been 

morphed into “pulling the plug on grandma” by the far-right, in order to frighten the 

public 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

08/30/09 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ) (1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) (2); 

Representative Barney Frank (D-MA) (2); Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) (3); Michael Eric 

Dyson, Sociologist, Georgetown University (3) 

1) Topics include: recollections about the late Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy, who 

passed away on Tuesday, August 25th; support for former Vice President Dick Cheney‟s 

statement that Attorney General Eric Holder‟s decision to appoint a special council to 

look into torture allegations was “a terrible decision” / concern over how this decision to 

investigate will impact the CIA and America‟s ongoing battle against radical Islamic 

extremism / belief that the interrogation techniques used were in violation of the Geneva 

Convention / firsthand account of torture being used as a recruiting tool for al Qaeda 

2) Topics include: Senator Feinstein‟s empathy for Attorney General Holder‟s decision to 

appoint a special council, but belief that he should have delayed his decision; belief that 

the nomination process for Supreme Court candidates has become more partisan; praise 

for Senator Kennedy‟s civil rights, anti-discrimination, human rights agenda / traits and 

skills that made Senator Kennedy so successful and effective 

3) Topics include: Senator Hatch‟s friendship with Senator Kennedy / substantial impact 

that Senator Kennedy‟s endorsement had on getting Barack Obama elected / thoughts on 

why Senator Kennedy endorsed Barack Obama / how the loss of Senator Kennedy will 

impact the Senate and key issues, such as health care 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

08/02/09 “Screening The TSA” - A report on the safety measures passengers must endure at 

airport security checkpoints since 9/11 and whether or not they are keeping travelers 

protected.  The Transportation Security Administration says they are, but with screeners 

enforcing rules viewed by most travelers as annoying and arbitrary, the TSA has 

launched an image makeover.  Includes comments from: Bruce Schneier, a security 

expert who has advised the TSA and who likens the procedures to “security theater”; and 

Kip Hawley, outgoing head of the TSA, who believes America is under attack from 

terrorists.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) (OAD: 12/21/08) 

“Is It Murder?” - a report on prosecutors who are pursuing harsher penalties, including 

murder convictions and long prison terms, for drunk drivers whose actions result in 

fatalities. Discussed is the case of seven-year old Katie Flynn, killed by drunk driver 

Martin Heidgen. Those interviewed are: Kathleen Rice, district attorney of Nassau 

County, New York; Jennifer and Neil Flynn, Katie Flynn‟s parents; Chris and Denise 

Tangney, Katie Flynn‟s grandparents; Steven Lamagna, Martin Heidgen‟s attorney. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Catherine Olian) (OAD: 01/04/09) 

“Wyclef” - an interview/profile of musician Wyclef Jean, who is using his talent and 

wealth to help the people in his native Haiti. Born into poverty in Haiti, he emigrated to 

the U.S. and became a multi-millionaire rock star. He is seen visiting Haiti and talking 

about Yele Haiti, the charity he created to help the people in Haiti. (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II and Magalie Laguerre Wilkinson) (OAD: 01/11/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Rooney: Keep The Stuff Coming!” - Andy takes a look at 

some of the items viewers have sent (OAD: 05/11/08) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

08/09/09 “The Price Of Bananas” - Chiquita Brands International of Cincinnati, Ohio has 

admitted that it paid nearly $2 million dollars to protect its employees in Colombia -- first 

to the Marxist guerillas known as FARC and then to the paramilitaries who rose up to 

fight them, the AUC.  Critics say that the money Chiquita paid may have kept their 

employees safe, but also helped to buy the weapons and ammunition used to massacre 

other people, making Chiquita complicit in those deaths.  Among the interviewed are: 

Fernando Aguirre, Chief Executive Officer and President of Chiquita Brands 

International and Salvatore Mancuso, former leader of the AUC.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: 

Andy Court) (OAD: 05/11/08 - Includes an update.) 

“Brain Power” - a report on brain-computer interface or BCI, a new technology that 

connects the human brain to a computer, which allows people who are completely 

paralyzed due to illness or trauma to operate computers, write e-mails, and drive 

wheelchairs.  Scientists hope that in the future, BCI may restore movement to paralyzed 

people and allow amputees to move bionic limbs.  Includes comments from 

neuroscientist Dr. Jonathan Wolpaw of New York State‟s Wadsworth Center; Dr. Andy 

Schwartz, a neuroscientist at the University of Pittsburgh; and Brown University 

neuroscientist Dr. John Donoghue.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 

11/02/08) 

“Swimming With Sharks” - because tour operators use food to attract sharks for their 

“shark tourist” customers, critics say surfers and swimmers are in more danger now 

because the dangerous fish are associating humans with food. Includes footage of Bob 

Simon‟s trip to Shark Central at the tip of South Africa where he got a close-up view of 

great whites from the vantage of a shark-proof cage; and interviews with Aidan Martin, 

an Australian scientist; Chris Fallows, a shark tourism operator; Chris Bovim, a surfer; 

and Helgo Schelmer, a psychologist and surfer. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael Gavshon, 

Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 12/11/05) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “The Joy Of Kitchen Tools” - Kitchen gadgets that Andy owns but 

never uses (OAD: 04/11/04) 

 

08/16/09 “Michael Vick” - in his first interview since he admitted to participating in illegal 

dogfighting, recently reinstated quarterback Michael Vick discusses the crime that 

resulted in his suspension from the NFL and an eventual prison sentence.  Signed to the 

Philadelphia Eagles, Vick spends much of his free time speaking on the dangers of 

animal cruelty.  Also interviewed: Tony Dungy, former NFL coach who has been asked 

to mentor Vick; Wayne Pacelle, President of the Humane Society of the United States.  

(C: James Brown - P: Michael Radutzky, Graham Messick, Michael Karzis) 

“America’s New Air Force” - a report on the U.S. military‟s use of the Reaper and the 

Predator, un-manned and often-armed aircraft, to track and destroy the enemy.  These 

drones are sometimes controlled from bases thousands of miles away from the 

battlefront.  Interviewed: Colonel Chris Chambliss and Lieutenant Colonel Chris Gough, 

former F-16 combat pilots who are now operating the drones from Creech Air Force base 

in Nevada; General Norton Schwartz, Chief of Staff of the Air Force.  (C: Lara Logan - 

P: Max McClellan, Jeff Newton) (OAD: 05/10/09) 

“Coldplay” - a profile of the British rock group, Coldplay, who provide a rare look 

inside their world, which includes a candid interview with frontman and singer Chris 

Martin.  Also interviewed: guitarist Jonny Buckland, bass player Guy Berryman and 

drummer Will Champion.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 02/08/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Likes His Tools” - Andy takes a survey of his office tools 

(OAD: 05/18/08) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

08/23/09 “Don Hewitt 1922 - 2009” - 60 MINUTES devotes its entire hour to its creator and 

former executive producer, Don Hewitt, who passed away on Wednesday, August 19th.  

Includes (1) Highlights of his career at CBS.  Interviewed: former 60 MINUTES 

producer Phil Scheffler; current 60 MINUTES executive producer Jeff Fager; actor Alan 

Alda (C: Morley Safer). (2) Behind-the-scenes at 60 MINUTES, featuring footage from 

the PBS television series “American Masters”.  Interviewed: Sir Howard Stringer, 

chairman and CEO of the Sony Corporation and former president of CBS News; Barbara 

Walters; CBS President and CEO Leslie Moonves (C: Steve Kroft).  (3) Footage of a 

round table discussion (excerpted from the CBS News Special: “Tell Me A Story: The 

Man Who Made „60 MINUTES‟”, OAD: 05/18/04) about Hewitt‟s favorite 60 

MINUTES pieces, with Hewitt himself and CBS Correspondents Mike Wallace, Lesley 

Stahl, Ed Bradley, Morley Safer, and Steve Kroft on the occasion of Hewitt‟s retirement 

in 2004. (C: Lesley Stahl) (P: David Browning, L. Franklin Devine, Karen M. Sughrue, 

David Rubin) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney's Friend Don Hewitt” - Andy explains the legacy 

left by his longtime friend Don Hewitt 

 

08/30/09 “The Wasteland” - a report on the black market dismantling of electronic waste, or “e-

waste”, focusing on Hong Kong and the toxic dumps of Guiyu, China -- a city so 

polluted, it has the highest levels of cancer-causing dioxins in the world.  Though it is 

illegal to import toxic e-waste, it is a lucrative business, where junked computers, 

televisions, and other old electronic products are mined for valuable components, 

including gold.  Includes comments from Allen Hershkowitz of the Natural Resources 

Defense Council; and Jim Puckett, founder of the Basel Action Network.  (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 11/09/08 - Includes an update.) 

“Financial Weapons Of Mass Destruction” - a report on credit derivatives or credit 

default swaps.  Essentially side bets on the performance of the U.S. mortgage markets 

and the solvency of some of the biggest financial institutions in the world, they are a form 

of legalized gambling that allows you to wager on financial outcomes without ever 

having to actually buy the stocks, the bonds and the mortgages.  Although illegal for most 

of the twentieth century, Congress gave Wall Street an exemption eight years ago.  

Includes interviews with Jim Grant, editor of Grant‟s Interest Rate Observer; Frank 

Partnoy, former derivatives broker; Eric Dinallo, Insurance Superintendent for the State 

of New York; and Columbia University Law professor Harvey Goldschmid.  (a followup 

to “Wall Street‟s Shadow Market”, OAD: 10/05/08)  (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin 

Devine, Jennifer MacDonald) (OAD: 10/26/08) 

“The Bird Man Of Idaho” - a profile of Forrest Bird, inventor of the modern medical 

respirator.  At 86, Bird is still active, flying his airplanes and conferring with doctors. (C: 

Morley Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 10/07/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What‟s In Your Bag?” - Andy notices a “cosmic” change in 

America (OAD: 11/25/07) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

08/01/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Conspiracy To Kill” - A report on the suspiciously similar 

circumstances surrounding the deaths, 19 years apart, of the two husbands of Sonia Rios, 

who herself was later murdered. Rios, a native of the Philippines, first married Earl 

Bourdeau, a U.S. Marine whom she met in the Philippines. They settled in Lomita, 

California. After a stormy 21-year marriage, Earl wanted a divorce. But before Sonia 

would grant him one, she demanded that he go to the Philippines by himself to sell a 

family taxi business. Earl went, and, in August 1987, while sleeping on the couch in the 

home of Sonia‟s relatives, he was shot in the head at point-blank range. In 1990, Sonia 

then married Navy Commander Larry Risken. By 2006, their marriage had deteriorated, 

and Larry wanted a divorce. Sonia consented, but only if Larry went alone on a long-

planned trip to the Philippines to visit two of Sonia‟s young relatives of whom he was 

very fond. He made the trip, and in April 2006 Larry was killed in the parking lot of a 

hospital there. One year later, in April 2007, Sonia herself was shot to death in her 

Lomita, California home. Both Earl and Larry‟s families are convinced that Sonia had 

both of her husbands murdered for their insurance money. But the murders of both men -- 

and the murder of Sonia Rios -- remain unsolved. Includes interviews with Sherry 

Jackson, sister of Larry Risken; Dennis Bourdeau, brother of Earl Bourdeau; Larry 

Altman, crime reporter; Henry Hoskins, friend of Sonia Rios; Bong Oteza, private 

investigator; Mike Rodriguez, L.A. County Sheriff‟s detective; Dr. Rachel Fortun, 

forensic pathologist. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Joe Halderman, Sara Rodriguez) (OAD: 

01/31/09).  Updated text graphics for this first rebroadcast: Sonia Rios‟ nephew, Eric 

Delacruz, and his friend, Fernando Romero, were arrested in April and charged with her 

murder. Both pleaded not guilty.  On July 24, Sonia‟s friend Henry Hoskins died of a 

gunshot wound to the head. The coroner has ruled the death a suicide. The murders of 

Earl Bourdeau and Larry Risken remain unsolved. 

 

08/08/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Caught In The Crossfire” (9:00-11:00p) - an expanded and 

updated report (OAD: 02/24/07; first updated 06/12/07) about Charla and Darren Mack 

of Reno, Nevada, a married, childless couple who were swingers who liked to attend 

group sex parties.  After their daughter Erika was born, Charla was no longer interested 

in swinging and their marriage began to crumble.  Charla filed for divorce.  Family court 

Judge Chuck Weller, ordered Darren to pay Charla a lump sum of $480,000 and, $10,000 

a month in spousal support.  On June 12, 2006, a bullet was fired through the window of 

Judge Weller‟s chambers, spraying him with shrapnel.   Shortly afterwards, police found 

Charla‟s dead body at Darren‟s condo.  Darren had fled to Mexico.  On June 22, he 

turned himself in to the police and was brought back to the U.S.  He was charged with the 

murder of his wife and the attempted murder of Judge Weller.  More than a year later, the 

trial began.  The defense tried a unique strategy: self-defense in the murder of Charla and 

insanity for the attempted murder of Judge Weller, citing that Weller was biased towards 

women and was having an affair with Charla Mack.  When it came time for the defense‟s 

turn, instead of taking the stand, Darren took a deal, admitting to Charla‟s murder, and 

admitting there was enough evidence to find him guilty in the attempted murder of Judge 

Weller.  Then, three weeks later, he withdrew his guilty plea and demanded a new trial, 

alleging his attorneys where in it just for the money.  A new trial began, and by calling 

his former lawyers to the stand, Darren waived his right to attorney-client privilege; the 

damning revelations began.  Mack took the stand, insisted he acted in self-defense and 

was coerced and confused when he took the plea bargain.  The judge ruled against 

Darren‟s motion to withdraw the plea and he was sentenced to life in prison. He still 

insists he acted in self-defense. This rebroadcast includes updated text graphics at its 

conclusion. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Mary Noonan Robichaux, Marc Goldbaum, Lourdes 

Aguiar) (Subtitle for the second hour of this episode: “Caught in the Crossfire: The Final 

Chapter”. OAD for this two-hour expanded edition: 05/03/08. OAD for original report: 

02/24/07; updated report: 06/12/07) 

 



 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

08/15/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Peace, Love And Murder” - A report on the murder of 

housewife Toni Heartsong, killed in her Jupiter, Florida home on September 26, 2000. 

That day, police received a phone call from her husband Bob Heartsong saying that he 

had come home from work to discover her dead body, brutally bludgeoned and stabbed. 

For various reasons, Bob was initially eliminated as a possible suspect, but in 2006, new 

DNA technology revealed the presence of his blood under Toni‟s thumbnail and his DNA 

on her hand. He was arrested, and in 2008 he was tried for her murder. The blood 

evidence presented by the prosecution was deemed inconclusive, and the jury rendered a 

verdict of not guilty. Among those interviewed are: Barry Soren, Toni‟s brother; her 

cousins Mel and Sandra Sorkowitz, Deb Schepp, Elissa LeJeune; Toni‟s sons Eli and 

Jake Heartsong; Florida State investigator Tim Valentine; Steve Kochakian, a former 

employee of Bob Heartsong; Suzye Goldstein, Bob Heartsong‟s new wife; Palm Beach 

County police John Van Houten, Bill Springer; prosecutor Barbara Burns; defense 

attorney Barry Maxwell; jury foreman Tony Alberto. (C: Harold Dow - P: Alec Sirken, 

Lourdes Aguiar) (OAD: 01/17/09) 

 

08/22/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Sugar Land Conspiracy” (9:00-10:00p) - On 

December 10, 2003, the Whitaker family -- Kent, his wife Tricia, and their two sons, Bart 

and Kevin -- returned to their Sugar Land, Texas home from dinner at a restaurant.  Upon 

entering the house, Kevin and his mother were fatally shot by a gunman inside the house. 

Kent and Bart were each shot in the shoulder. Police investigation revealed that the 

murders had been planned by Bart Whitaker, who had enlisted friends Steven 

Champagne and Chris Brashear to carry out the plot and had intended being shot himself 

as part of the scenario. Among those interviewed are: Kent Whitaker, who says he has 

forgiven his son; Marshall Slot, detective, Sugar Land Police Department; Jeff Strange 

and Fred Felcman, Fort Bend County prosecutors; Also includes: interviews with 

residents of Cerralvo, Mexico, who became acquainted with Bart Whitaker after he fled 

there and assumed the name „Rudy Rios‟; comments from other friends of Bart Whitaker 

who had previously been approached by him to help murder his family; and comments 

from several members of the jury who convicted Whitaker of murder and sentenced him 

to death. Postscripts: Chris Brashear, the trigger man, pled guilty to murder. He‟s eligible 

for parole in 30 years. Getaway driver Steven Champagne received 15 years in exchange 

for his testimony against Bart Whitaker.  Friends involved in earlier plots against the 

Whitaker family were all granted immunity and are free. This rebroadcast includes 

updated text graphics at its conclusion. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Jay Young) (OAD: 

10/20/07) 

 

08/22/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Letter” (10:00-11:00p) - On December 3, 1998, police 

in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin were called to the home of Mark and Julie Jensen. Mark 

said he had found his wife dead in her bed.  Initially, police thought suicide was a strong 

possibility. But a letter written by Julie before her death expressed her suspicion that 

Mark might kill her. A series of toxicology tests revealed in Julie‟s stomach a small 

amount of ethylene glycol, the main ingredient in antifreeze.  In March 2002, Mark was 

arrested and charged with the first degree murder of his wife.  Initially, the judge would 

not allow Julie‟s letter to be introduced as evidence in the trial. The prosecutor appealed 

this decision, ultimately to the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Five years passed; the appeal 

was successful.  In January 2008,  Mark went on trial Julie‟s murder. He was found guilty 

and sentenced to life in prison without possibility of parole. Includes interviews with: 

Julie Jensen‟s brothers Patrick, Paul, Mike and Larry Griffin; Florence and Dan Jensen, 

Mark‟s parents; Theresa DeFazio, teacher of one of Julie‟s sons; Ted and Margaret Wojt, 

friends of Julie Jensen;  Robert Jambois, former Kenosha County District Attorney, now 

special prosecutor; Angie Gabrielle, Assistant District Attorney; Dr. Mary Mainland, 

Kenosha County medical examiner; Ed Klug, business associate of Mark Jensen; Aaron 



 

 

Dillard, prosecution witness. This rebroadcast includes updated text graphics at its 

conclusion. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Peter Henderson, Linda Martin) (OAD: 04/15/08) 

 

08/29/09 PREEMPTION 

 

 



 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

08/26/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “Ted Kennedy, The Last Brother” - a review of the life and 

legacy of Senator Edward Kennedy (D., MA), who died of brain cancer on August 25 at 

the age of 77.  In exclusive CBS News archival footage, the Senator discusses various 

pivotal aspects and moments in his personal life and in his political life with current and 

former CBS News Correspondents.  Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor); Lesley 

Stahl; Jeff Greenfield.  Also interviewed: Roger Mudd (former CBS News 

Correspondent); John Seigenthaler, former Kennedy aide; Melody Miller, former 

Kennedy aide; Jasmine Harrison, who as a child was personally tutored in reading by 

Sen. Kennedy.  Producers: Katherine Davis, Michael Rosenbaum, Meade Stone, Richard 

Barber 

 

08/29/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “The Life of Senator Ted Kennedy” - live 

coverage of the funeral mass for Senator Ted Kennedy at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Basilica, Boston, MA.  Includes the eulogy delivered by President Barack Obama (12:35 

- 12:50p).  Correspondents: Harry Smith (anchor, NY); Jim Axelrod (Boston); Bob 

Schieffer (Washington, DC); Chip Reid (Martha‟s Vineyard); Nancy Cordes (Arlington, 

National Cemetery).  Consultants: Douglas Brinkley, historian, CBS News analyst; Peter 

Canellos, editor, editorial page, The Boston Globe and editor of “Last Lion: The Fall and 

Rise of Ted Kennedy” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

09/06/09 Guest: Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education 

Topics include: President Obama‟s September 8th speech to the nation‟s school children, 

focusing on personal responsibility and challenging students to value their education / 

response to the negative reaction to the speech from Republicans and the Conservative 

community, labeling the speech as “socialist ideology”; decision to make schools 

vaccination centers for the H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu) vaccine / common sense precautions 

regarding H1N1 Flu virus / recent outbreak at Washington State University; recent 

comparisons indicating American students lag behind their international counterparts / 

need to improve the graduation rate; U.S. Department of Education‟s Race to the Top 

Fund, which provides competitive grants to encourage and reward States that are creating 

the conditions for education innovation and reform / placing the emphasis on 

accountability and the importance of producing “common college-ready, career-ready 

standards” for students and educators / need for acting locally, in order to produce 

national results; problems with No Child Left Behind, the cornerstone of former 

President George W. Bush‟s education policy: under-funded and incorporating very 

stringent rules on the methods used, but loose on what the goals were, thereby allowing 

each state to create their own standards; desire to reward excellence with merit pay; 

problems associated with charter schools -- schools that receive public funding, but also 

raise money privately, allowing them to bypass some of the restrictions found in other 

public schools / conditions needed to allow charter schools to succeed 

 

09/13/09 Guests: David Axelrod, White House Senior Advisor (1); Senator Olympia Snowe (R-

ME), U.S. Senate Committee on Finance (2); Kathleen Parker, Syndicated Columnist, 

The Washington Post Writers Group (3); Roger Simon, Chief Political Columnist, 

Politico (3) 

1) Topics include: reaction to protests against President Obama‟s health care plan / 

President Obama‟s September 9th address to a joint session of Congress on the issue of 

health care reform / continued support for the public option / commitment to providing a 

health care plan that will be self-sufficient and not add to the deficit / criticism against 

President Obama for trying to address too much too soon 

2) Topics include: need for the public option to be removed from any health care plan due 

to a lack of support among Republicans in the Senate / support for the trigger option -- 

which sets a deadline for private insurance companies to create plans to cover those 

uninsured -- even though it will not be included in the health care plan proposed by the 

Senate Finance Committee / commitment to presenting a bipartisan policy / agreement 

with the Obama Administration over including language that would prohibit funding for 

abortion; reaction to the shouted outburst - “You lie!” - from Representative Joe Wilson 

(R-SC) during President Obama‟s address to a joint session of Congress 

3) Topics include: opinion that President Obama will allow the Senate to remove the 

public option from any proposed health care plan, so that some form of health care 

reform will be passed / reminder that President Obama promised change, negating any 

criticism for trying to address too much too soon / President Obama‟s ability to 

strengthen himself against opposition through his numerous speeches 

 

09/20/09 Guests: President Barack Obama (1); Michael Steele, Chairman, Republican National 

Convention (2) 

1) Topics include: the challenge of health care reform and why some people remain 

skeptical of Obama‟s plan / description of the main points of his plan and 

acknowledgment of the complexity of reform / concern that his plan would mean new 

taxes for the middle class, and his refutation of this fear; reasons for a perceived element 

of meanness and anger in current political dialogue / health care reform as a proxy for the 

question of how much the government should be involved in the economy; the Attorney 

General‟s decision to re-open the criminal investigation of the CIA interrogations which 

took place after 9/11; the question of the possible commitment of tens of thousands of 



 

 

new American troops to Afghanistan; the decision not to implement a missile defense 

system in Poland and the Czech Republic  

2) Topics include: the credibility of the claim that taxes won‟t be raised to pay for health 

care reform / Republican desire for health care reform which involves portability, tort 

reform, and the creation of small business pools, rather than an overhaul of the entire 

system; report that President Obama has asked New York Governor David Paterson to 

withdraw as a candidate next year because of fear that his unpopularity will drag down 

the Democratic Party 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/27/09 Guests: Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State (1): Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 

(2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: discovery of a new Iranian nuclear site, believed to be a covert facility 

designed for uranium enrichment and not for peaceful nuclear energy for civilian 

purposes / President Obama‟s meeting with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev / 

consensus from members of the P-5 Plus 1 -- United States, Germany, France, United 

Kingdom, Russia, and China -- that Iran must provide answers during the October 1st 

meeting / possibility of deepening sanctions against Iran should they fail to provide 

convincing evidence as to the purpose of their nuclear program / belief  that if the site 

was truly for peaceful purposes, it would have been disclosed to the International Atomic 

Energy Agency, as required / Russia‟s increasing support of America‟s international 

diplomatic efforts and interests; General Stanley McChrystal‟s report on America‟s war 

in Afghanistan / current situation and policy in Afghanistan / America‟s relationship with 

Pakistan and its increased commitment in the fight against the Taliban and al Qaeda 

meshes with our overall strategy in Afghanistan 

2) Topics include: support for General McChrystal‟s request for an additional forty 

thousand troops / deteriorating conditions in Afghanistan; belief that the discovery of the 

nuclear site in Iran indicates that it is working on a nuclear weapon / possibility of the use 

of military action against Iran -- only after the failure of all meaningful sanctions and as a 

last resort; devastating repercussions for American and Afghanistan if General 

McChrystal does not get the additional forty thousand troops 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

09/06/09 “The Age Of Mega-Fires” - a report on the dramatic increase in the intensity and 

number of forest fires across the American West, due to global warming. (C: Scott Pelley 

- P: David Gelber, Joel Bach) (OAD: 10/21/07) 

“Combat in Afghanistan” - a report on soldiers from the 101st Airborne Division, who 

are stationed at a small forward operating base in eastern Afghanistan, not far from the 

Pakistani border, called “Wilderness”.  American casualties are highest in this region, 

where they‟re fighting an Afghan warlord, Jalauddin Haqqani and his son, who are 

closely allied to al-Qaeda.  Includes comments from Major General Jeffrey Schlosser, the 

Deputy U.S. Commander in Afghanistan.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Peter Klein, Jeff Newton) 

(OAD: 10/19/08) 

“Mr. Ayers and Mr. Lopez” - a report on the friendship between Los Angeles Times 

columnist Steve Lopez and mentally ill musician Nathaniel Ayers, a former Juilliard 

student who suffers from paranoid schizophrenia.  Their relationship, the subject of a 

book by Lopez, is now a Hollywood film (“The Soloist”).  Interviewed: Steve Lopez; 

Nathaniel Ayers; Jennifer Ayers-Moore, Nathaniel‟s sister; Casey Horan, who runs 

Lamp, a private agency which provides shelter and services for the homeless who are 

mentally ill; Adam Crane, publicist for the Los Angeles Philharmonic; and Robert Gupta, 

violinist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

(OAD: 03/22/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “What Are They Advertising?” - Andy "fashions" himself into an 

ad critic (OAD: 03/09/08) 

 

09/13/09 “President Obama” - in an interview taped on September 11th at the White House, 

President Barack Obama discusses the obstacles he faces in passing a health care reform 

bill, and his responses to those challenges.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Radutzky, L. 

Franklin Devine) 

“Big Teddy” - a report about the life and legacy of the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy 

who, prior to his death, completed “True Compass”, the only memoir written by a 

member of the Kennedy family.  Included are interviews with his son Ted Kennedy Jr. 



 

 

and his editor and publisher Jonathan Karp.  Also included are excerpts of a videotaped 

interview Kennedy did for his publisher, five months before he died.  (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Richard Bonin) 

“Guiding Light” - a report on broadcasting‟s longest running drama, “Guiding Light”, 

on the occasion of its cancellation after 72 years.  Interviewed: actors Tina Sloan, Robert 

Newman, Kim Zimmer, Michael O‟Leary, Peter Simon, Beth Chamberlin, Grant 

Aleksander, Ron Raines, Frank Dicopoulos; Tim Brooks, former network executive and 

television historian; Guiding Light‟s executive producer Ellen Wheeler; and writer Jill 

Lorie Hurst.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Rooney: Memories of Cronkite” - Rooney and Walter 

Cronkite were friends and colleagues for 65 years 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

09/20/09 “The DEKA Arm” - a report on the DEKA arm, one of the breakthroughs of a Pentagon 

program called “Revolutionizing Prosthetics”.  This arm, one of the biggest innovations 

in prosthetics since World War II, provides amputees the ability to pick up small, delicate 

objects, something not available in arm prosthetics.  Currently heading to clinical trials, it 

may soon be available to the more than 200 veteran arm amputees from the Afghanistan 

and Iran conflicts.  Interviewed; Fred Downs, head of prosthetics, Veterans 

Administration; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, Army Colonel/neurologist; Dean Kamen, inventor; 

Chuck Hildreth, amputee/DEKA volunteer; Josh Bleill, leg amputee; and Jonathan 

Kuniholm, Duke University biochemical engineer/amputee.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise 

Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 04/12/09) 

WEST COAST ONLY - “Vogue, Anna Wintour” - an interview with Vogue Editor 

Anna Wintour.  Also interviewed: Andre Leon Talley, Vogue Editor-At-Large; Grace 

Coddington, Vogue Creative Director; Designers Karl Lagerfeld, Nicholas Ghesquire, 

John Galliano; Bernard Arnault, owner of Dior and chairman of LVMH, the largest 

luxury conglomerate in the world.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Ruth Streeter) (OAD: 05/17/09) 

WEST COAST ONLY - “Coach Carroll” - a profile/interview of University of 

Southern California football coach Pete Carroll, who in addition to his success on the 

field with the USC Trojans, started an organization called “A Better LA”, to stop gang 

violence in Los Angeles.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: Catherine Olian, Joyce Cordero) (OAD: 

12/14/08) 

WEST COAST ONLY - Andy Rooney Topic: “Send It To Andy!” - Whether it's 

fudge, books or whistles, lots of stuff has landed in Andy‟s mailbox (OAD: 04/26/09) 

 

09/27/09 "McChrystal" - an interview with General Stanley McChrystal, the new commander of 

American and NATO forces in Afghanistan.  In a recent report, he warned President 

Obama that the war could be lost if there is not a troop increase in the next year.  He also 

elaborates on his new strategic priority of protecting the Afghan people and earning their 

support.  (C: David Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 

"The Liquidator" - a joint interview with Irving Picard, court-appointed trustee, and his 

chief counsel David Sheehan, who lead the team in charge of recovering the $18 billion 

in assets from the Ponzi scheme perpetrated by Bernard Madoff.  Picard and Sheehan 

plan to file suit against various members of the Madoff family for their roles at Bernard 

L. Madoff Investment Securities.  Surprisingly, most of the potentially recoverable 

money will not come from the Madoff family, but from some of the victims themselves -- 

"net winners" -- people who took out more money than they ever invested with Madoff.  

(C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran, Katy Textor) 

"A Living For The Dead" - a report on the merchandising deals and other income 

deceased celebrities continue to generate for their estates, focusing on an interview with 

the agent Mark Roesler, whose client list includes some of the biggest names -- mostly 

deceased -- in acting, music, and sports of the 20th Century.  A pioneer of the industry, 

Roesler founded CMG more than twenty five years ago, at a time when a celebrity‟s right 

to control or profit from their good name was buried along with them.  Includes 

comments from: Marcus Winslow, cousin of the late actor James Dean; billionaire 

entertainment entrepreneur Robert Sillerman, who owns a majority percentage of the 

Elvis Presley estate; and Martin Cribbs, former head of the agency Greenlight.  (C: Steve 

Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine, Jennifer MacDonald) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy's Summer Break: I'm Glad It's Over" - Andy realizes that 

avoiding work is hard work 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

09/05/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Invitation To A Murder” (9:00-10:00p) - Police called 

Mark Winger a hero on Aug. 29, 1995 when he seemingly tried to save his wife, Donnah, 

from being bludgeoned to death in their home by Roger Harrington, a man with a history 

of mental illness, whom Winger shot and killed. Four years later, DeAnn Schultz, 

Donnah‟s best friend, revealed to police that she and Mark Winger had been having an 

affair and that he had talked about killing his wife. Polaroid pictures revealing the 

position of the victims‟ bodies at the scene of the killings showed that Winger‟s account 

of the events lacked credibility. Seven years after the deaths of Donnah Winger and 

Roger Harrington, Mark Winger was tried and found guilty of murder. He was sentenced 

to life in prison. Segments include: “Shattered”; “A Hero‟s Tale”; “Dark Secret”; 

“Changing Tide”; “Hero Or Villain?” (C: Richard Schlesinger - Sr. P: Hal Gessner - P: 

Gail Zimmerman, Doug Longhini, Ian Paisley) 

Update for the 12/13/08 rebroadcast: In the Spring of 2005, an inmate at the prison in 

Pontiac came forward and said that Mark Winger tried to involve him in a murder-for-

hire plot, with DeAnn Schultz as the intended victim and if money allowed, to also kill 

his father-in-law, Ira Drescher.  In June 2007, Winger stood trial in Pontiac and claimed 

that the whole thing was a fantasy he never planned to carry out.  Mark Winger was 

convicted of soliciting murder and sentenced to another 35 years.  He will never be 

eligible for parole.  Winger‟s second wife has divorced him.  Donnah‟s parents, Sara Jane 

and Ira Drescher, are helping other abused women and have established a fund in 

Donnah‟s name at “Women in Distress”, an organization dedicated to empowering 

domestic violence victims.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Doug 

Longhini)  (OAD: 01/15/03; 1st rebroadcast: 06/13/03; 2nd rebroadcast: 08/25/04, 

included an update; 3rd rebroadcast: 12/13/08, included an update.) 

 

09/05/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Kidnapped: Shawn Hornbeck’s Incredible Story” (10:00-

11:00p) - On October 6, 2002, eleven-year-old Shawn Hornbeck was kidnapped while 

riding his bicycle in his home town of Richwoods, Missouri.  Over the course of the next 

four and a half years, he was held captive and sexually abused by his abductor, Michael 

Devlin.  Threatened with death and the death of his parents, he took on the life Devlin 

dictated, posing as his son and even making friends with neighbors.  Devlin wielded such 

terror that Shawn never revealed his real identity to anyone, despite numerous 

opportunities to ask for help.  Then, in January 2007, Devlin abducted another youth, Ben 

Ownby.  With the help of a witness to that abduction, the FBI was able to trace Devlin‟s 

car and confront him.  When they went to Devlin‟s  apartment, they found both Ben 

Ownby and Shawn Hornbeck.  At his hearing, Devlin pleaded guilty.  He was sentenced 

on multiple counts to 72 life terms and an additional 170 years in prison.  Among those 

interviewed are: Shawn Hornbeck; his parents, Pam and Craig Akers; FBI agent Lynn 

Willett; and Dr. Marylene Cloitre, New York University psychologist and trauma 

specialist.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Katherine Davis, Clare Friedland, Chris O‟Connell) 

(OAD: 09/27/08) 

 

09/12/09 PREEMPTION 

 

09/19/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Seven Days Of Rage: The Craigslist Killer” - a follow-up 

to “Craigslist: Classified For Murder” (OAD: 04/25/09). On April 14, 2009, model and 

masseuse Julissa Brisman was found murdered in a Boston hotel. Over the course of the 

next seven days, police investigation revealed that Brisman and two other female victims 

of assault had been contacted through ads they had placed on the website Craigslist. 

Police traced computer evidence to Philip Markoff, a medical student at Boston 

University. He was arrested for kidnapping, armed robbery and murder. A search of his 

apartment produced incriminating evidence, including the gun that killed Julissa Brisman. 

Further investigation of Markoff‟s e-mail address revealed his own ads on several adult 

alternative-lifestyle websites. Concluding onscreen graphic: Philip Markoff is expected to 



 

 

stand trial next June. Craigslist renamed its erotic services section, calling it adult 

services. Critics say nothing has changed. Among those interviewed: Trisha Leffler, 

Markoff‟s first victim; Maria Cramer, reporter, The Boston Globe and 48 HOURS 

consultant; Joe Moura, private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Paul LaRosa, 48 

HOURS producer; Mark Pines, friend of victim Julissa Brisman; Maureen Orth, writer; 

Casey Jordan, attorney and psychologist; Morgan Houston, friend of Philip Markoff; 

Steve Huff, crime blogger and contributor to the True Crime Report. (C: Peter Van Sant, 

Richard Schlesinger - P: Paul LaRosa, Sarah Prior) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

09/26/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Our Father...The Godfather” - In an exclusive interview, 

and for the first time, three of the children of the late crime boss John Gotti discuss the 

life they experienced growing up as members of his family, how they were sheltered 

from an awareness of Gotti‟s lifestyle, and their ongoing love for their father in spite of 

their eventual knowledge of his activities and his position as head of the Gambino family 

crime syndicate. Interspersed with the interviews is a narration of John Gotti‟s life and 

activities, utilizing Gotti family home videos and private photographs. Among the 

subjects discussed are the 1980 death of Gotti‟s young son, Frankie, struck by a car while 

riding his bike, and the subsequent disappearance of the driver of that car; the 1985 

murder of Paul Castellano, reputed head of the Gambino crime family; John Gotti Jr.‟s 

entry into the family business; John Gotti‟s eventual arrest and conviction in 1992 for the 

murder of Paul Castellano, and his sentence of life imprisonment; John Jr.‟s current trial, 

and the family claim that John Jr. quit the mob years ago. Interviewed are: Victoria Gotti, 

Peter Gotti, and Angel Gotti, children of the late John Gotti; Selwyn Robb, reporter and 

CBS News consultant; John Gotti Agnello and Carmine Gotti Agnello, grandsons of John 

Gotti.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Patti Aronofsky, Joe Halderman, Douglas Longhini, Josh 

Yager, Lourdes Aguiar) 

 

CBS RELIGION AND CULTURE SERIES 
 

09/27/09 “Religion, Politics & Advocacy” - a report on how religious organizations and their 

coalitions work to advocate and shape legislation beneficial to the poor, the hungry, and 

others who may not have a voice.  The program recounts how a diverse coalition of 

religious groups, working in tandem with health and educational organizations, was able 

to influence the eventual enactment in 2009 of a law authorizing the food and Drug 

Administration to regulate tobacco products. The program also follows “citizen 

advocates” who participate in the Congressional lobbying efforts of Bread For The 

World, a Christian advocacy organization whose mission is to end hunger and poverty 

throughout the world. Among the contributors are: Allen Hertzke, The Pew Forum; Dr. 

Sayyid M. Syeed, National Director, Islamic Society of North America; Sister Simone 

Campbell, Catholic nun, lawyer, and advocate for the Catholic Social Justice lobby 

NETWORK; Brad Fitch, vice president, The Roll Call Group; Brent Walker, executive 

director, Baptist Joint Committee on Religious Liberty; Rabbi David Saperstein, director, 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism; Vincent DeMarco, national coordinator, 

Faith United Against Tobacco; David Beckmann, president, Bread For The World; Rev. 

L. LaSimba Gray, Jr., pastor, New Sardis Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee.  

(Narrator: Ted Holmes. Producer: Elizabeth Kineke. Produced in cooperation with the 

National Council of Churches, The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, The Islamic 

Society of North America, The Union for Reform Judaism and the New York Board of 

Rabbis. 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCAST 
 

09/09/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “A Presidential Address To Congress” - live 

coverage of President Obama‟s address to a joint session of Congress on the issue of 

health care reform.  Republican Response given by Representative Charles Boustany (R-

LA).  Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor, NY); Bob Schieffer; Chip Reid; Nancy 

Cordes 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 


