
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

The CBS Early Show  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

The Saturday Early Show Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person‟s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer‟s comments and answering 

viewer‟s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers‟ economic livelihood. 



 

 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

News Series 

 

3/5/09 10:00pm 

Micah‟s Mystery 

Kim Wilhelm 

Did he fall?  Or, was he smothered?  The death of a Kansas child is getting a second look.  Three year old 

Micah Howard died more than a year ago.  He was living with his mother and her boyfriend in Lyons, 

Kansas.  They told authorities the boy fell in the bathtub and hit his head.  But, his father‟s persistence and 

new information has authorities reviewing the case. 

 

3/8/09 10:00pm 

Cold Case: Miss Molly 

Jim Grawe 

In one Saline County cold case, the killer is unknown and so is the victim.  Someone found a woman‟s 

body near a creek in 1986.  She was well-dressed and well-groomed, and beaten to death.  Because the 

body was found soon after she died, authorities have drawings of her and a lot of details that would help 

identify her.   She is buried in an unmarked grave.  Investigators have nicknamed her “Miss Molly”. 

 

3/10/09 10:00pm 

Buying Bling 

Kara Sewell 

As we approach the busiest wedding season, many people are in the market for diamond rings.  New 

technology produces cultured diamonds, which are identical in all ways to natural diamonds; imperfections 

can even be simulated.  It‟s easy to tell the difference between a diamond and cubic zirconia, but there‟s no 

way to differentiate between natural and cultured diamonds.  What consumers should know before they go 

to buy bling. 

Web: a diamond 101 in chart format, a printable guide people can take with them to ask the right 

questions, etc. 

 

3/12/09 10:00pm 

Credit Card Signatures 

Denise Hnytka 

You sign the back of your card, or write “please see ID” – how often do stores really check?  What are 

store policies on checking signatures?  Is it required by law?  We‟ll take someone‟s credit card to various 

stories and see if the cashier bothers to look.  If someone steals your credit card, will anyone stop them 

from using it? 

Web: store policies in detail, tips to keep your credit cards safe 

 

3/15/09 10:00pm 

Salvage for Sale 

Brian Heap 

How do you know if the used car you‟re buying has been totaled or flooded?  State law requires the car be 

labeled with a salvage sticker.  How else can you tell?  We check local used car lots and find out if they‟re 

upfront about the car‟s history. 

 

3/17/09 10:00pm 

Small Smiles 

Michael Schwanke 

Three families have similar stories about their experiences at  a Wichita dental clinic.  They say Small 

Smiles did unnecessary dental work, didn‟t explain what was going to happen, and traumatized their little 

girls.  We go to the clinic for answers about their procedures. 

 

3/23/09 10:00pm 

In His Shadow 

Kim Wilhelm 



 

 

It promises a better life for single mothers by paying for their college education and paying all of their 

bills.  But, the women involved haven‟t seem a dime yet from the charity, “In His Shadow.”  Now, they‟re 

worse off than before.  We go to the program‟s coordinator in Texas to ask, where‟s the money? 

 

3/31/09 10:00pm 

Buying Online 

Alana Rocha 

You‟re searching for a hard-to-find item, then finally locate it on a web site like Ebay or Craig‟s List.  How 

do you know the seller is credible?  Do the web sites check them out?  Do they guarantee you‟ll get what 

you pay for?  What‟s the difference between these sites and which are safest to buy from? 

 

3/9/09 – 3/12/09 6:00pm 

4-part Series: Living on Less 

Rebecca Gannon 

We find local tips to save off the beaten path.  Health care(WSU dental clinic, discount prescription cards), 

weddings (styrofome cake, used dresses), college (textbooks online, used laptops), shopping (when do 

stores mark down merchandise, google search for coupons online) 

 

3/9, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 10:00pm 

4-part Series: In the Zone  

Brian Heap 

We continue checking school zones for speeders. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KWCH-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

FIRST QUARTER 2009 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning  

January 1, 2009 

Ending March 31, 2009 

 

 

Station KWCH –TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     
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CRIME Q-1  

 

01/01/09 

10pm 

This man is back in police custody tonight; officers say they found Ronnie Kaub walking near Harry and 

Mclean this morning.  Authorities say Kaub escaped from an interview room at the Sedgwick County 

courthouse on Monday.  He was in custody on a joyriding warrant and derby police wanted to talk to him 

about a theft case.  Now that Kaub is back behind bars the courthouse plans to review its security 

procedures. 

 

1/02/09 

6pm 

Accused killer, Justin Thurber appears in court today and a second closed hearing is scheduled next week 

but no one will say why.  During today's hearing both the prosecution and the defense agreed not to talk 

about the proceeding.  Thurber is accused of murdering Arkansas City teen Jodi Sanderholm two years ago.  

Jury selection begins January 26th in Winfield. 

 

01/03/08 

10pm 

Police in Hutchinson arrest a man after they say he attacked several people with a sword.  It happened 

around six-30 last night on East Avenue B.  Police say a man hit two people with the sword and threatened 

a third.  No one was seriously hurt.  Police are not saying what may have led up to the attack.  The thirty-

six-year-old swordsman is in the Reno County Jail on 65-thousand dollars bond. 

 

01/04/08 

10pm 

Two people are shot at a birthday party early this morning.  It happened around 1am the 10-thousand block 

of East Stafford Court.  Eyewitnesses tell police the suspects were asked to leave the party and then fired 

several shots into a closed garage.  A bullet hit an 18-year-old woman in the leg.  A man in his 30's was hit 

in the shoulder.  Police say the injuries are not life-threatening.  Police have not made any arrests. 

 

01/05/09 

10pm 

Shot and killed while on a wrestling meet in Oklahoma.  Tonight the Wrestling club of Kee-Yon Koroma 

prepares to have counselors for the children he coached.  Koroma was in Oklahoma City over the weekend.  

Police say he was killed in a hotel room when one of the people he was with shot him.  Those who knew 

Koroma say he will be missed.  Police arrested the man they say killed Koroma but they don't know why he 

started shooting. 

 

01/06/09 

10pm 

A long list of charges against a woman accused of kidnapping a shopper and robbing her.  Police say 

Kendra Anderson kidnapped another woman at gunpoint from Towne East Square just before Christmas.  

They say Anderson drove the victim to an ATM, forced her to withdraw money then left her on the side of 

the road.  Anderson was in court today; charged with kidnapping, robbery, drug possession and criminal 

use of a financial card, she's held in jail on a 100-thousand dollar bond.  

 

01/07/09 

10pm 

Wichita residents speak out on club violence and police want a new ordinance they say will cut down on 

violence around clubs and restaurants.  This week, police present their plan to neighborhoods.  Go to 

www.kwch.com to see the 30 page club ordinance. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

CRIME Q-1  

 

01/08/09 

6pm 

The sentencing for a former teacher convicted of sexually abusing an exchange student has been delayed.       

Richard Young's lawyer submitted a last minute plea for eye surgery.  Young will undergo treatment to 

reattach a retina.  Doctors said Young could go blind if the surgery was not performed.  His sentencing is 

rescheduled for Feb. 9. 

 

01/09/09 

10pm 

Investigators will continue to look for a missing Towanda boy this weekend.  Adam Herrman was last seen 

in 1999 but only recently investigators learned he was missing.  Herrman's adoptive parents say he ran 

away; other family members suspect foul play.  Tomorrow search teams will check the area along the 

Whitewater River in Butler County.  The area is just west of the spot where the Herrman family lived a 

decade ago.  Eyewitness News will be there for the search.  Look for updates Saturday on www.kwch.com 

and on Eyewitness News Weekend. 

 

01/10/09 

10pm 

A Wichita man is sentenced for his role in a Hutchinson murder.  Aubrey Oliver will spend the next 11-

years in prison.  Prosecutors say he was involved in the august shooting of Kenneth White.  Oliver agreed 

to testify against his two co-defendants as part of a plea deal; they will go on trial later this year. 

 

01/11/09 

10pm 

A hearing is scheduled for tomorrow in the criminal case against a Haysville doctor and his wife.  

Prosecutors say Stephen Schneider and his wife Linda over-prescribed medication to patients; fifty-nine of 

those patients later died.  Tomorrow's hearing will determine what evidence can be presented at trial.  The 

Feds also want the Schneiders and their lawyers held in contempt; prosecutors say they failed to secure the 

clinic before the government seized it in December.  The Schneiders' trial starts in February. 

 

01/12/09 

10pm 

We're following a developing story tonight of what started as a fire call and ended in the discovery of four 

bodies.  Police in Scranton, in northeast Kansas say they found three children and one adult dead inside a 

home this morning.  A neighbor called 911 after smelling smoke; the state Fire Marshall ruled someone set 

the fire on purpose.  Police won't say whether they suspect foul play; they're waiting for autopsy results. 

 

01/13/09 

10pm 

In tonight's CrimeWatch…a Wichita support center has to shut-down.  Burglars stole almost everything the 

center needs to help people with mental illness.  Project Independence is a place to socialize and offer 

support; but thieves took the TV, DVD player and the computer, they even took food and cleaning supplies 

and cash.  Project Independence relies on donations.  Police dusted the place for fingerprints.  The landlord 

offered to replace many of the items and fix the broken door jambs for free. 

 

01/14/09 

10pm 

He killed his children then tried killed himself.  Tonight investigators in Scranton said a man shot himself 

with a shotgun; when that didn't work he set a fire in his house that killed him instead.  Police won't say 

how Michael Shirley killed his three children.  Their mother found them when they didn't show up in 

school.  People put flowers near the Shirley home and neighbors say it will take the community time to 

heal.  Investigators are still waiting for lab results in the case; to give them more evidence about how the 

children died. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

CRIME Q-1  

 

01/15/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police shoot at a man who ran from them during a short chase.  Officers said it all started when a 

family member asked them to check on the man.  The man took off and after they stopped his vehicle near 

127th Street East and Harry they saw he had a gun.  The man had minor injuries; police aren't sure whether 

they were from the bullets or from breaking glass from his vehicle. 

 

01/16/09 

10pm 

A Hutchinson man pleads guilty in the stabbing death of his wife.  Stephen Jones admits killing his wife 

Sabrina, Christmas Eve.  Authorities found her body the next day.  As part of the plea prosecutors agreed 

not to seek a hard 50.  Instead Jones will be eligible for parole in 25 years.  He'll be sentenced February 

19th. 

 

01/17/09 

10pm 

It may be rare but some suspects do get charged even if a victim‟s body hasn't been found.  That's what 

happened to Buddy Jones.  Jones was charged in April 2007 with the murder of Michelle Rawls.  Police 

were led to Jones through DNA evidence.  He was charged with first degree murder; even though her body 

hadn't been found.  Buddy Jones was set for trial when he took a plea deal and admitted to killing Rawls.  A 

judge reduced Jones' murder charge to involuntary manslaughter in exchange for leading investigators to 

Rawls' body.  Jones is expected to be sentenced this month.  

 

01/19/09 

10pm 

In tonight's CrimeWatch…police investigate a homicide in Salina.  They say it all started late Saturday 

night in a fight and the victim then died.  A 19-year-old man was arrested and booked into jail.  Watch 

Eyewitness News for more information tomorrow. 

 

01/20/09 

10pm 

New tonight…we learn crews will resume their search Saturday for a boy who disappeared 10 years ago. 

Adam Herrman was 11 when he was last seen.  The Butler County Sheriff confirms tonight that crews will 

look for signs to what happened to Herrman along the Whitewater River near Towanda.  Crews with dogs 

searched an area around the river a week and a half ago and didn't find anything significant.  Saturday 

they'll search a different area where they couldn't go earlier.  Watch for the latest on the case at 

www.kwch.com  

 

01/21/09 

12pm 

Police say a Wichita man went on a six hour crime spree so could get the money he needed for drugs.  It 

started Monday at a home on east Indianapolis.  Police say the man threatened a woman and demanded 

money but she refused and he took off.  Investigators think he then held up a gas station, a convenience 

store, stole a car, and tried to rob two other people.  The accused thief's car was found abandoned on a 

street.  He was arrested Monday night; seven hours after the last robbery attempt. 

 

1/22/09 

10pm 

This former Wichita school bus driver is now charged with fondling a student.  We first told you last night 

Billy Reynolds was fired when the mother of a six-year-old girl told the school he was touching her 

daughter.  Reynolds told us his attorney advised him not to talk about the charges against him. 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

CRIME Q-1  

 

01/23/09 

10pm 

Jury selection starts Monday in the case of Justin Thurber.  He's charged with capital murder and 

aggravated kidnapping in the death of Jodi Sanderholm.  The Ark City teen was murdered two years ago 

this month.  Prosecutors alone have endorsed 142 witnesses to take the stand.  Several parts of the 

prosecution's case remain secret including DNA evidence and new witnesses.  The judge has closed several 

hearings in the past several months to keep certain information out of media coverage.  Sanderholm was 19 

when she was murdered and sexually assaulted in January 2007.  Thurber could face the death penalty if 

convicted. 

 

01/24/09 

10pm 

That breaking news out of south Wichita where police are on the scene of a deadly shooting; it happened 

just before 9:30 in the 29-hundred block of Dunham; that's near K-15 and 31st.  At this point we know one 

person is confirmed dead.  Four other people are wounded; two critically.  We have multiple crews headed 

to the scene and we'll bring you any new information as soon as we get it. 

 

01/25/09 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch continues near downtown Wichita where police investigate another shooting.    

Investigators say two men got into a fight at the Cambridge Suites early this morning.  One of the men was 

shot.  Police say he's in stable condition at the hospital.  Detectives interviewed several eyewitnesses at the 

scene.  Police took several people into custody on unrelated warrants but did not make any arrests in the 

shooting itself. 

 

01/26/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police say gang retaliation is the motive for a shooting that killed two men over the weekend.  It 

happened at a funeral wake at a home in the 29-hundred block of East Dunham.  Police say a known gang 

member there was targeted for his involvement in a shooting in 2006.  That shooting happened at a 

wedding ceremony at the Mid-American Indian Center.  A gang prevention activist is motivated to work 

harder because of the crime.  Police say they don't have suspects in either of the shootings. 

 

01/27/09 

10pm 

A stabbing sends a Wichita man to the hospital in critical condition.  The man was stabbed at a home in the 

13-hundred block of East Clark in south Wichita.  Police at the scene took a woman into custody...watch 

for more information tomorrow. 

 

01/28/09 

5pm 

It's not a road, it's a boat ramp and it was very slick at 2:30 this morning.  Wichita police said a woman 

driving this SUV didn't realize the street had ended and slid down the boat ramp into the icy Arkansas 

River.  She was able to get herself out of the water and to a nearby hotel where she called for help.  Police 

went to help her, but ended up arresting the woman for DUI.   

 

01/30/09 

10pm 

A judge sentences a man to ten years in prison for the death of a Wichita woman.  Michelle Rawls 

disappeared back in July 2006.  DNA evidence eventually led police to Buddy Jones.  He pled guilty to 

involuntary manslaughter; as part of the deal Jones led authorities to Rawls' remains.  Her family attended 

today's sentencing.  While sad they're glad the ordeal is over.  The District Attorney's office stands behind 

its decision to offer the plea deal.  At the time it made the offer Rawls' body had not been found.  The DA's 

office says it's risky to trial without one. 



 

 

CRIME Q-1 

 

01/31/09 

10pm 

Two people are hurt in a possible gang shooting in Dodge City.  The shooting happened Friday afternoon in 

the 11-hundred block of Johnson Avenue.  Doctors are treating the two people that were shot at a Wichita 

hospital.  Police are likely to release more information Monday morning. 

 

02/01/09 

10pm 

The Pratt County Sheriff's office wants your help finding a convicted sex offender.  Deputies started 

looking for Michael Brooks when he failed to register as an offender back in November.  Authorities say 

Brooks has ties to Park City and the Sedgwick County Area.  There is a felony warrant out for his arrest.  If 

you know where Brooks is; call 911 or the Pratt County Sheriff's Office.   

 

02/02/09 

10pm 

A man is found shot to death in Garden City; police found 30-year-old Phillip Brown lying on a sidewalk 

early Sunday morning.  Investigators said Brown was in a fight before the shooting.  Police have not made 

any arrests.  Anyone with information about the shooting should contact the Garden City Police. 

 

02/03/09 

6pm 

We continue to follow a developing story out of southwest Wichita.  Police were called out to the First 

Choice Credit Union after a customer reported a bank robbery.  It happened around 4-30.  Preliminary 

information is that a customer went through the banks drive-thru and saw a bank teller on the floor.  Three 

suspects wearing masks were seen running out of the bank.  Authorities are still going through the 

neighborhood searching for those suspects. 

 

02/04/09 

10pm 

This woman's family's trying to get bail money to get her out of jail.  Linda Schneider is accused of 

overprescribing pain pills that led to the deaths of patients.  A judge approved her release for tomorrow; 

now her family asks him to reconsider the 100-thousand dollar bond.  Schneider's husband Stephen faces 

the same charges; he's been out of jail under house arrest.  And new tonight; Schneider supporters wage a 

billboard campaign.  The Pain Relief Network has put up this sign along Kellogg near downtown saying 

Dr. Schneider didn't kill anyone.  The group said Schneider's clinic only prescribed drugs to patients in 

severe pain.  The Schneiders were set to go to trial later this month but that could be delayed. 

 

02/05/09 

10pm 

Search crews will be out here this weekend for the third time; they'll look around the Whitewater River 

near Towanda for any clues to the disappearance of an 11 year old boy back in 1999.  Adam Herrman's 

family lived in the area back then when Adam was last seen.  Today he would be 21, an age progression 

picture shows what may look like.  Previous searches found no clues.  

 

02/06/09 

10pm 

For seven months police searched for Albert Thomas.  Tonight he's in Sedgwick County jail.  Police 

arrested Thomas this morning.  He's accused of killing 23-year-old Deshonda Walker last July.  Police say 

they got in a fight over a parking space and then he shot her.  Walker's mother says she's waited for this 

day.  She says she hasn't been able to move forward knowing Thomas was out there.  Thomas hasn't been 

formally charged.  He should be in court next week. 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-1 

 

02/07/09 

10pm 

Investigators come up empty in their search for a missing Butler County boy.  The last time anyone saw 

Adam Herrman was ten years ago.  It wasn't until December that authorities found out he was missing.  

Search teams were back out today searching the west side of the Whitewater River near Towanda.  It's the 

third time they've search the area by the river.  Teams also scoured an area of woods near the trailer park 

where Adam Herrman once lived.  Adam's adoptive parents are suspects in his disappearance.  They claim 

Adam ran away but the rest of his family isn't so sure.  They said Adam was abused.  Another search is 

planned for two weeks from today. 

 

02/08/09 

10pm 

A former Buhler Debate coach is scheduled to be sentenced tomorrow.  A jury convicted Richard Young in 

October of molesting a foreign exchange student.  A judge postponed his sentencing the first time so 

Young could have eye surgery.  Young faces up to seven years in prison. 

 

02/09/09 

10pm 

A Wichita business needs your help to catch a cigarette thief.  Surveillance tape shows the man stealing 

around fifteen cartons from the Food Mart store on West Kellogg early Sunday morning.  The cigarettes are 

valued at 500 dollars.  The man broke into the store through the back door.  If you recognize him call 

Wichita police at 268-4141 and go to www.kwch.com to get another look at the video. 

 

02/10/09 

6pm 

Hays Police arrest three Fort Hays State students in connection with the rape and sexual assault of a 20 year 

old woman.  Police are still searching for a fourth person.  The woman called 911 Friday morning to tell 

police about the attack that happened in her apartment.  The three men made a bond appearance in Ellis 

County court Monday.  A judge ordered the men held on 100-thousand dollars bond and requested any 

charges be filed by Friday. 

 

02/11/09 

10pm 

It took longer than expected but this woman is out of jail and home tonight.  Linda Schneider's accused of 

overprescribing pain medications that led to the deaths of patients.  Her family decorated her Haysville 

home with balloons and welcome home signs.  Family and friends had to raise 100 thousand dollars in cash 

to get her out of jail.  Schneider's sister tells us people were supportive.  Schneider and her husband Steven 

were supposed to go to trial this month but that has been delayed.   

 

02/12/09 

10pm 

Police in Winfield are looking for change; someone stole more than one thousand dollars worth of pennies, 

quarters and dollar coins from a couple's basement over the weekend.  New at 10...the Interim Police Chief 

tells us the owners kept the change in mason jars.  He said investigators have asked bank tellers and store 

clerks to look out for anyone exchanging the change. 

 

02/13/09 

10pm 

Prosecutors charge three former Fort-Hays football players with rape.  Investigators say Dominique Allen, 

Denzel Black and David Draper attacked a 20-year-old woman.  The woman says the rape happened near 

her apartment last Friday.  All three men are in the Ellis County jail tonight.  A warrant has been issued for 

a 17-year-old also believed to be involved in the attack. 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

CRIME Q-1 

 

02/14/09 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch tonight brings us to southwest Wichita where police investigate the city's latest homicide.    

Officers arrived at the 1000 block of South Everett around 2:30 this morning and found a 25-year-old man 

with a gunshot wound to his head.  The man died at the scene; police took two witnesses in for interviews 

and ended up booking one of them for unspecified charges.  Investigators say the victim did not live at the 

address, and are trying to find more information about him.  The homeowner was not home at the time of 

the shooting. 

 

02/15/09 

10pm 

The penalty phase begins Monday in the capital murder trial of Justin Thurber.  On Thursday, a jury found 

Thurber guilty of capital murder and aggravated kidnapping in the death of Arkansas City teen Jodi 

Sanderholm.  Her body was found in a wildlife area near the Kansas Oklahoma border in January 2007.  

During the penalty phase, attorneys will present aggravating and mitigating factors; aggravators are reasons 

to impose the death penalty, one example, the violence involved in the crime.  If those outweigh mitigators 

the sentence is death.  Defense attorneys will present the mitigators.  They are the reasons the death penalty 

shouldn't be imposed.  That can include things like the defendant's home life growing up.  A 

recommendation for the death penalty must be unanimous.  The defense only has to convince one juror that 

Thurber shouldn't be put to death.  In that case he will automatically be sentenced to life without parole.  

You can count on Eyewitness News to bring you complete coverage through the sentencing phase.  You 

can follow along on air and on the web at www.kwch.com  

 

02/16/09 

10pm 

Three hours into deliberations and jurors did not come to a decision on whether Justin Thurber should die 

for Jodi's murder.  The same jury convicted Thurber last week of kidnapping and killing 19-year-old Jodi 

Sanderholm.  Thurber's parents cried in court today as they asked jurors to spare his life.  Thurber's mother 

said, "What happened to Jodi Sanderholm was beyond horrible and it shouldn't have happened, she didn't 

deserve it. Putting my son to death is not going to bring her back."  A defense expert testified this morning 

Thurber has bipolar disorder.  In closing arguments, prosecutors said Thurber deserved death and defense 

attorneys asked jurors not to make their decision based on vengeance. 

 

02/17/09 

10pm 

A middle school student could face charges; new at 10…police say he stuck three other students with a 

diabetic needle.  Police were called to the Wellington Middle school Friday.  A 12-year-old found the small 

needle used to check blood sugar levels.  Police plan to turn the case over to the county attorney.  They say 

they don't know why the student poked his classmates. 

 

02/18/09 

10pm 

They knew who owned them money and were keeping track; but new at 10…a drug task force says it's 

busted the people behind a meth ring in Salina.  The I-135 - I-70 Task Force searched a home last night;    

investigators say they found two ounces of meth, drug paraphernalia, guns, some of them stolen, as well as 

owe sheets, lists of buyers who owe money for drugs.  Police arrested a man and two of his sons and are 

still looking for his third son. 

 

02/19/09 

10pm 

A school employee from Cloud Elementary is arrested; accused of aggravated indecent liberties with a 

child, a student at the school.  Wichita school officials said the employee's now on administrative leave.  A 

parent notified police and they're investigating.  The school sent a letter to parents explaining the situation. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
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02/20/09 

10pm 

An assistant principal remains on administrative leave tonight; accused of abusing a child at his elementary 

school.  We begin the CrimeWatch at Cloud Elementary in northwest Wichita where the incident allegedly 

occurred.  Police arrested 58-year-old Robert Baker Wednesday for aggravated indecent liberties with a 

child.  The arrest came after a two-week investigation.  Most parents didn't find out what happened until the 

school sent a letter home on Thursday.  Baker has yet to be formally charged.  Police plan to present 

evidence to the district attorney's office.  The DA will then decide whether to press formal charges. 

 

02/21/09 

10pm 

Butler County investigators come up empty again.  This morning search teams scoured five acres of land 

outside Towanda.  They were looking for clues in the disappearance of Adam Herrman.  The 11-year-old 

disappeared ten years ago... But wasn't reported missing until late last year.  The three previous searches 

focused on the area along the Whitewater River.  Investigators have also searched the mobile home lot 

where the Herman‟s lived at the time of Adam's disappearance.  Sheriff Craig Murphy says this is the last 

planned search of the Towanda area unless they get another tip.  Adam's adoptive parents Doug and Valerie 

Herrman have been named as suspects in his disappearance; so far no arrests have been made. 

 

02/22/09 

10pm 

Police are also looking for the person who broke into this convenience store overnight.  Investigators say 

the thief used a ladder to climb up on the roof.  He then dropped into the store through a vent.  The thief got 

away with one-thousand dollars worth of cigarettes and cash. 

 

02/23/09 

10pm 

He admits he drunk a pint of vodka and several beers then got behind the wheel of the car.  A repeat drunk 

driver will likely spend the rest of his life in prison for killing two people.  Claudia and Gisele Mijares were 

walking outside Gardnier Elementary last October.  They were struck and killed by Gary Hammitt.  Today 

in court Hammitt admitted he was so drunk his blood alcohol was more than five times the legal limit.  As 

part of a plea deal 54 year-old Hammitt will spend at least 39 years behind bars.  Hammitt apologized in 

court.  Hammitt had been picked up for DUI at least five other times.  Kansas lawmakers are considering a 

new DUI bill written because of the Mijares deaths.  It would create a new crime, aggravated drunken 

driving.  It would take three factors into account calling for higher penalties if drivers' blood alcohol level is 

at point-24, three times the legal limit, if they're driving with a suspended or revoked license or if they have 

passengers younger than 18 in the car.  This is one of two DUI bills in the legislature this year, a Senate 

committee will hold a hearing tomorrow. 

 

02/24/09 

6pm 

A Topeka family is okay after three men come crashing through their ceiling; police say the men were 

hiding in Kecia Howard's attic when they fell through the ceiling yesterday morning and landed on her two 

week old son's bassinet.  Howard says normally the baby son would have been sleeping in the bassinet but 

she had just finished nursing him.  Investigators say the men were trying to hide from officers looking into 

an attempted robbery next door, all three were arrested. 

 

02/26/09 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch takes us to Hutchinson where police investigate possible misconduct by the former high 

school boy‟s basketball coach.  Police say the case involves a 16-year-old girl So far no one has been 

arrested and no charges have been filed.  The Hutchinson News provided this photo of the man at the center 

of the investigation, Bradley Specht.  Specht resigned as coach and quit as a PE teacher at the high school 

earlier this week. 
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02/27/09 

10pm 

A neighborhood watch helps Wichita Police catch a group of suspected burglars.  The CrimeWatch takes us 

to Central and West where a woman saw three men pull into her neighbor's driveway.  She called the 

captain of her neighborhood watch.  He took these photos of the car and suspects.  When police arrived 

they found the suspects leaving in the car.  After a short chase the three men bailed out of the car; police 

caught up with the men and officers arrested all three. 

 

02/28/09 

6pm 

Vandals target a monument honoring murdered children.  The CrimeWatch takes us to north Wichita where 

someone spray-painted the monument.  The group behind the monument believes it happened late 

yesterday afternoon.  The Monument was built four years ago to honor the youngest victims of crime.     

This is what the memorial looked like before the vandalism.  The group may have to replace part of the 

monument because the damage is so severe. 

 

03/01/09 

5:30pm 

An 84-year-old man carjacked and beaten; Wichita Police say it happened this morning in the 28-hundred 

block of North Grove.  They said he gave a ride to two women who ended up beating him with his own 

wooden cane.  He suffered a broken facial bone and received numerous stitches.  Officers are now looking 

for the man's car it is a 2002 Buick LeSabre with a Kansas handicapped tag. 

 

03/02/09 

6pm 

Two people who may be suspects in Sunday's beating and carjacking of a Wichita man are arrested in 

Arkansas.  Police found the man's car in a restaurant parking lot.  When they ran the tag they discovered it 

was stolen from Wichita.  The 84-year-old man offered a ride to two women near 21st and Grove at about 

nine-thirty Sunday morning.  The suspects then beat the man with his cane and stole the car; he is now 

listed in critical condition. 

 

03/03/09 

10pm 

Thieves steal soccer equipment just before the season begins; but new at 10 AYSO said games will start on 

time.  The thieves broke into the Stryker Complex over the weekend.  They stole construction tools from 

the building but also took the soccer group's white trailer; in it, soccer balls, tents, tables, flags and goals.  

All of it valued at about 5-thousand dollars but the regional commissioner tells us the dollar figure is not 

what matters.  The AYSO will now ask other regions for extra equipment.  Games may have to be adjusted 

depending on available equipment.  If you know anything call police or Crimestoppers. 

 

03/04/09 

10pm 

Rape and indecent liberties with a child; those are the charges against this former Assistant Principal at a 

Wichita elementary school.  Robert Baker was in court this morning to find out he's charged with of sex 

crimes with a six-year-old.  He told the judge he resigned from Cloud Elementary last week.  Parents want 

to know why they haven't heard anything from the school for weeks.  This is the last note parents got from 

the school.  It was on February 19
th

, it told parent‟s., that two weeks earlier “an allegation of misconduct 

with a child was made to the Wichita Police Department."  We asked school officials about all that; Cloud 

Elementariness Principal told us, “concerned parents should know the school is cooperating with the 

investigation.”  Three school board members also told us they can't comment because it's a personnel issue.  

As for Baker, he told us he'll let the legal process take its course. 
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03/05/09 

6pm 

A local builder is convicted of arson; for burning down a home.  A jury found David Rathbone guilty for 

the fire at this vacant home in 2007.  Investigators say they found separate fires started at different parts of 

the building.  District Attorney Nola Foulston said Rathbone had two separate insurance policies on the 

home.  

 

03/06/09 

10pm 

A judge sentences Brandon Hardyway to 24 and a-half years in prison for killing Robert Ridge.  Hardyway 

admits shooting the Wichita teen last year after ridge gave him what he believed was a disrespectful look.  

In court today Hardyway apologized.  Ridge's father is a pastor; he said his son's death made him more 

determined to talk with young people in hopes getting them to change their ways. 

 

03/07/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of the search for a missing Kansas City girl; police have cancelled an Amber alert for 

Allyson Corrales.  Her mother was found dead in their Kansas City home Friday morning.  Police lifted the 

alert because they say alerts lose effectiveness after 24 hours.  Authorities say Allyson may be with her 

father.  He's a person of interest in the case.  Allyson is four-years-old, she has brown hair and brown eyes; 

she is about 3-feet 8-inches tall.  Authorities are looking for this vehicle, a red Kia Sportage SUV.  It has 

the Missouri license plate PB1 R3R.  There's no indication of which direction they may be heading; if you 

see this car or Allyson call 911 immediately. 

 

03/08/09 

10pm 

More than half of the Kansas teachers who lost their licenses in the past decade had inappropriate 

relationships with children.  But state records show only three of the cases involved sexual molestation of 

grade-school children.  Recently prosecutors charged Robert Baker with rape and aggravated indecent 

liberties.  Baker is the former Assistant Principal at Wichita's Cloud Elementary.  He's expected to be back 

in court later this month. 

 

03/09/09 

5pm 

A Salina infant with injuries consistent with shaken baby syndrome has been taken out of the intensive care 

unit.  The baby is currently at a Wichita hospital.  Last week Police arrested 19-year-old man saying he 

abused the baby.  They say he was the boyfriend of the baby's mother.  The baby suffered multiple rib 

fractures, bruising and brain hemorrhage. 

 

03/10/09 

10pm 

A fund raising effort tonight to get Kansas family members to Alabama in the aftermath of a shooting that's 

left at least ten dead.  Alabama investigators try to piece together a series of crimes in several locations.    

Police say one gunman shot nine people before he killed himself.  Five were found in one home including a 

child.  Police believe the crime spree started at a burned house, they found the body of the shooter's mother 

there.  Police aren't giving a possible motive or releasing names-but friends tonight tell Eyewitness News 

one of the victims is from Mulvane Kansas and they're trying to raise money to get relatives to Alabama. 
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03/11/09 

10pm 

A masked man targeting college students tonight; state authorities warn a serial rapist may be looking for 

women on the k-state and k-u campuses.  The attorney general's office is not saying for sure it's the same 

man.  But it warns of a possible connection between Lawrence and Manhattan rape cases dating back 

almost ten years.  Tonight, if you have a female student at either school you should know authorities want 

her to take precautions.   

 

03/12/09 

6pm 

The Attorney General's office could decide within a week whether to file charges against a former 

Hutchinson basketball coach.  Bradley Specht is accused of having a sexual relationship with a 16-year-old 

student.  Specht resigned his position late last month. 

 

03/13/09 

10pm 

Caught driving drunk again and again; a Hutchinson man's eleventh DUI conviction lands him behind bars.  

Hayden Hitchcock will spend a year in jail.  He'll also pay a 5-thousand dollar fine.  Because he's never 

killed or seriously injured someone; it's the maximum sentence the court could impose under Kansas law.  

At his sentencing hearing Hitchcock told the judge he will not drive again.  Kansas lawmakers are 

considering two bills which would up the punishment for repeat offenders. 

 

03/14/09 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch in south Wichita where police investigate two early morning stabbings.      

Investigators say a man showed up at Saint Joseph hospital with a cut to his wrist.  He told police he'd 

fallen on a vase.  When officers went a home on south Volutsia to investigate they found another man 

stabbed in the stomach.  Investigators say they don't know what led up to the incident and have not made 

any arrests. 

 

03/15/09 

10pm 

Jury selection starts tomorrow in the criminal trial of Doctor George Tiller.  The Wichita abortion provider 

faces 19 misdemeanor charges.  Prosecutors say Tiller had a financial relationship with the doctor who 

provided the second opinion he needed to perform late term abortions.  Tiller's supporters say the 

prosecution is nothing more than a witch-hunt. 

 

03/16/09 

10pm 

Investigators offer a 5-thousand dollar reward for information about this fire.  They now call it was 

probably arson.  The fire broke out last month it destroyed the home on 45th street North causing almost 

700-thousand dollars damage.  If you have any information call the Sedgwick County Fire or Sheriff's 

departments. 

 

03/17/09 

5pm 

Lawyers get the number of people needed for a jury pool to hear the trial of Dr. George Tiller.     

Eyewitness news showed you the beginning of jury selection last night at five.  Attorneys will now narrow 

down the 23 people into a jury of six.  They'll also need two alternates.  Those people will then decide if 

tiller broke late term abortion laws.  He's charged with 19 misdemeanors.  He's accused of failing to get a 

second, independent opinion from another doctor.  If convicted, tiller could face a year in jail for each 

charge.  The trial could start Monday. 
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03/18/09 

10pm 

Wichita police and FBI agents are on the hunt tonight; looking for three bank robbers who shot at a 

witness.  Two men went into the UMB bank at Pawnee and West this morning, while another stood guard 

at the door.  Police say all three had guns and were wearing masks and gloves.  When the suspects drove 

off they noticed a man following them and fired at least one shot at him.  We talked to a man who kept 

following the suspects even after he saw them open fire.  Police say the suspects drove off in a gold four-

door Lexus with chrome wheels, seen on the top left of your screen.  If know anything call 911. 

 

03/19/09 

10pm 

We're following a developing story from Reno County tonight.  A woman's charged with stealing from a 

cemetery and prosecutors say the theft involves more than 10-thousand victims.  Here's what we know 

tonight; 70-year-old Sharon McDonough was arrested and charged with 16 counts related to the theft.  

She's accused of stealing more than 800-thousand dollars from two trust funds for the Fairlawn Burial Park 

in Hutchinson.  The investigation goes back three years; it started in October of 2005 when the Kansas 

Secretary of State noticed something suspicious during a routine audit.  McDonough's bond was set at 50-

thousand dollars. 

 

03/20/09 

10pm 

New information tonight about a Hutchinson woman accused of stealing 800-thousand dollars from a 

cemetery trust fund.  Sharon McDonough co-owns Fairlawn Burial Park in Hutchinson.  She faces 16 

counts ranging from felony theft of property to perjury.  The money she's accused of stealing was for 

maintenance at the cemetery.  Prosecutors say the owners of more than 10-thousand plots are affected. 

People with loved ones buried at Fairlawn say the cemetery fell into disrepair several years ago.  “The grass 

is always dead, you can just tell it‟s not as well kept as some of the other cemeteries here in town, it‟s kind 

of run down.”  McDonough is out of jail this evening.  She posted a 50-thousand dollar bond.  McDonough 

will have her first court appearance next Thursday. 

 

03/20/09 

10pm 

After more than two years of waiting, Jodi Sanderholm's family now knows her killer will face the death 

penalty.  This morning, a judge officially sentenced Justin Thurber to death, "for that offense, the defendant 

is sentenced to death."  Last month, a jury convicted Thurber of kidnapping and murdering Sanderholm in 

January, 2007.  Prosecutors say he tortured Sanderholm for hours before strangling her.  Friday, 

Sanderholm's family had their first chance to speak to her killer.  "Justin, you took a young woman from 

this world with such promise.  She was beautiful inside and out.  You took Jodi's life in a matter worse than 

I could have ever imagined.  In the process, you took away a wonderful aunt, daughter, sister, mentor, and 

overall amazing person whose potential was endless."  An hour after Thurber was led from the courtroom, 

Cowley County sheriff's deputies took him to the El Dorado Correctional Facility.  He'll spend the rest of 

his life on death row. 

 

03/21/09 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch continues in south Wichita where police take four men into custody after a stabbing.  

Investigators say a truck with four men inside stopped in the 3400 block of East Dunham this morning.  

Eyewitnesses say the men were arguing; at some point a 28-year-old man was stabbed in the stomach.  The 

other men left the scene.  Police arrested them a short time later. 
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03/22/09 

10pm 

Opening statements begin tomorrow in the trial of abortion provider Doctor George Tiller.  The Wichita 

doctor faces 19 misdemeanor charges.  Prosecutors say Tiller had a financial relationship with the doctor 

who provided the second opinion he needed to perform late term abortions.  You can watch the entire trial 

online, live at www.kwch.com coverage begins at 9am Monday morning.  Look for updates throughout the 

day on twitter and on Eyewitness newscasts. 

 

03/23/09 

10pm 

A bachelorette party gets out of hand and before it's over three partiers are arrested.  Police say it all started 

when a man at the party threw an inflatable, novelty sex toy at an officer's horse.  The horse got spooked -- 

the officer arrested the man.  A woman, upset about the arrest then grabbed an officer's arm, another 

woman hit a horse on the head and the animal then stepped on her foot.  She was treated at the scene, and 

then taken to jail.  All three now face battery charges. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

Wichita police say a man suspected of stabbing his estranged wife and step-daughter drowns himself in a 

pond, after the attack.  Investigators say he attacked the women with a screwdriver at a home on south 

Millwood this morning.  After leaving the home, police say he tried to drive his car into a pond near 55th 

Street South and Seneca.  “We didn't connect these two incidents up until we got the vehicle description. It 

sounded similar to the suspect car that had fled the scene on Millwood. When we got down here we could 

see it was in fact the suspect in the stabbing case," said police on the scene.  The man was taken to a 

Wichita hospital, where he later died.  The woman and her daughter were treated for their injuries and 

released.  Police say the man and woman were separated. 

 

03/25/09 

5pm 

A bail bonds man and a team of bounty hunters chase a man through the streets of Wichita.  It ends when 

they figure out they have the wrong guy.  The chase started near the 25-hundred block of West Pawnee, and 

ended in a neighborhood near 21st and Amidon around one this morning.  Police joined the group, chasing 

the chasers, and say vehicles reached speeds of more than 120 miles per hour.  Turns out, the bounty 

hunters followed the wrong man.  Police arrest two of them for weapons violations.  One could face 

kidnapping charges for holding the man's passenger at gunpoint. 

 

03/26/09 

10pm 

In tonight's CrimeWatch…a Wichita man accused of two bank robberies turns himself in to police this 

morning.  Hour‟s later Federal prosecutors file charges against Michael Maples.  Police say he robbed two 

banks and a convenience store.  Maples was with his family when he turned himself in at a police 

substation; detectives spent the afternoon questioning him. 

 

03/30/09 

10pm 

Over the past five years the Kansas Highway Patrol has seized more than 77-thousand pounds of marijuana,      

51-hundred pounds of cocaine, and 440 pounds of heroin.  Troopers also made more than four-thousand 

arrests most of those were on these highways, I-135, I-70 and U.S. 54 between Wichita and Liberal. 
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01/01/09 

10pm 

While some hit the road others hit the water.  About 30-people braved the cold to water ski this New Year's 

Day.  The Wichita Water Ski Club has organized the event since 1961.  Tom Olden wasn't around at the 

start but he's shown up every January first since 1979.  The younger skiers say the 72-year-old Olden is 

their inspiration.  They hope to be doing the same thing when they're his age.      

 

01/02/09 

10pm 

This month consultants will study whether south Wichita needs a community resource center.  Residents 

living in Planeview say they don't need a study to prove there's a need.  They say take a look at the 

Methodist Church.  Planeview residents use the building's medical clinic, clothing store and community 

room constantly.  Those who work here say they're happy to help out and wish they could do more.  

They're working to change Planeview's image and say a community center would help.  Wichita and 

Sedgwick County will split the consultant fees; that's expected to run 23-thousand dollars. 

 

01/03/09 

10pm 

A clear and cool day for a float on the Arkansas River; the River Coalition paddled the river this afternoon 

the first river float of 2009.  Their goal is to get people of all ages and experience levels to enjoy the river.  

Organizers say the weather this year was perfect compared to last year when they floated alongside ice 

chunks in the river. 

 

01/05/09 

10pm 

Emergency management in Meade County thinks a farmer hit a gas line outside the town of Plains and     

tonight could be a cold night for people living in the area.  New at 10…Emergency Management is asking 

people in plains to turn down their thermostats to reduce use of natural gas.  Authorities are worried about 

running out of natural gas.  600 to 800 people are affected; Emergency Management doesn't know when the 

line will be fixed. 

 

01/06/09 

10pm 

This strip mall in northeast Wichita will get a new look.  City council members approved a re-development 

project at the Ken-Mar Center at 13th and Oliver.  Developers will use tax incentives to renovate the 

existing shopping center, build four new buildings and also add parking and landscaping.  The city will pay 

two point five million for the improvements.  The money will come from property taxes generated from the 

development. 

 

01/07/09 

10pm 

Thousands of homeowners may have to buy flood insurance.  New at 10; Wichita and Sedgwick County 

will miss a February deadline to certify levees that make up the big ditch.  Crews started inspecting levees 

last year.  Without an accredited levee system, new flood maps could force homeowners to buy insurance.  

The certification will cost about 14-million dollars.  County commissioner Dave Unruh tells us tonight he's 

not sure where the money will come from but he's confident the levees will be accredited by the time the 

new maps come out in 18 to 24 months.  The big ditch is the first levee system in the country to undergo 

accreditation.  Its part of a program put in place after Hurricane Katrina when the levees in New Orleans 

failed. 
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01/08/09 

10pm 

The deadline's looming but the president-elect wants to delay the switch to digital TV.  Barack Obama's 

transition team sent a letter to Congress; worried Americans will lose TV after the switch on February 17
th

 

partly because the government has run out of coupons for digital converters.  Do you know if you're ready?      

Next week K-W-C-H will run a test for viewers in the area highlighted on this map including Wichita, 

Hutchinson and Salina.  Watch Monday at the end of our noon show and again just before seven o' clock.  

We'll turn off our analog signal for thirty seconds.  For technical reasons this test won't include western 

Kansas or the Kansas CW. 

 

01/09/09  

6pm 

Army officials break ground today at Fort Riley; for a multi-million dollar facility for wounded soldiers.  

The 52 million dollar facility will include 130 barracks rooms, and a child development center.  The new 

facility replaces a collection of temporary buildings that houses the warrior transition battalion.  Army 

officials also signed the warrior care covenant, which signifies a commitment to continue care to wounded 

soldiers and their families. 

 

01/10/09 

10pm 

It's the biggest and brightest one of 2009; the moon crosses an elliptical orbit each month, and right now it's 

at its closest point to the earth.  Tonight's moon is 14 percent bigger and 30 percent brighter than a typical 

full moon. 

 

01/11/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County's newest leaders take their oaths of office.  Tim Norton and Karl Peterjohn joined the 

County Commission during a ceremony at the courthouse this afternoon.  Bob Hinshaw became Sheriff,  

Kelly Arnold took over as County Clerk and Ron Estes became Treasurer.  Register of Deeds Bill Meek 

was unable to be sworn in but will be at a later date.  All six were elected in November. 

 

01/12/09 

10pm 

A judge voids Mulvane's annexation to build a casino.  This map shows how Mulvane annexed strips of 

property.  Today a judge said that was an illegal use of the Kansas annexation statute.  Mulvane annexed 

land so it could endorse casino proposals; Sumner County endorsed only plans for Wellington. 

 

01/13/09 

10pm 

It's been vacant for years, now Wichita city council members want ideas on what to do with the boathouse.  

They're taking proposals; they are due next month.  One idea Bill Koch has; to use the building for the 

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame.  This is the second time the city has requested proposals for the boathouse; 

back in 2005 the city rejected all plans because of construction at water-walk. 

 

01/15/09 

10pm 

Sheriff's Deputies in western Kansas went on a hunt today; rounding up sheep.  Deputies in Morton County 

got a complaint that the animals were not properly corralled.  Deputies took custody of 716 sheep, a calf 

and two dogs.  They're now holding the animals on the county fairgrounds. 
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01/16/09 

10pm 

Dozens remember a dark day in Wichita‟s history.  Today marks 44 years since a KC-135 crashed near 

20th and Piatt.  The crash killed all seven crew members and 23 people on the ground.  A memorial at what 

is now Piatt Park pays tribute to the people who died.  The cause of the crash was engine failure. 

 

01/17/09 

9am 

Tonight is an exception; tickets for this evening's Powerball are going fast.  The jackpot currently stands at 

165 million dollars, bringing in many first time players.  Watch Eyewitness News at 10 tonight to see if you 

won Powerball jackpot. 

 

01/18/09 

10pm 

The African American community has much to be proud of as Barack Obama's inauguration draws near but 

today a different man was celebrated.  The Kansas African-American Museum honored Martin Luther King 

Junior at the Orpheum Theatre in downtown Wichita.  It is the 30th year they hosted the event.  One of the 

planners says this year is special because of the history that will be made in just two days.  This year the 

celebration focused on young people and what they can do to help the community.  A youth choir 

performed at today's ceremony and one of Doctor King's speeches was recited. 

 

01/19/09 

5pm 

A judge ruled this type of annexation was unconstitutional; Mulvane annexed this land so that a proposed 

casino site in Sumner County could be considered in the city of Mulvane.  But the county sued Mulvane 

saying it was illegal and they won.  Tonight the Mulvane city council will decide whether to appeal that 

decision.  Look for what it decides new tonight on Eyewitness News at Ten. 

 

01/20/09 

10pm 

The city of Valley Center rejects annexing most of an area that tried to form its own city.  The area is near 

Ridge Road and 85th street north.  Residents wanted to call it West Valley and make it a separate city.  The 

Valley Center city council tonight rejected annexing 75 percent of the properties here from annexation but 

asked staff to proceed with four properties.  The city clerk tells us many residents got up to talk against 

annexation.  Police had to escort one man out because he continued to speak after public comment was 

over. 

 

01/21/09 

5pm 

How should local and state dollars be spent on transportation?  The Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning 

Commission is giving you a chance to weigh in.  Their hosting a series of meetings to get your thoughts, 

like if the money should go towards large or small projects, maintenance, or technology.  For funding, the 

local plan will have to correlate with the state's 10-year transportation plan still in the works.  The next 

meeting happens tomorrow afternoon from 4:-30 to 6:00 at the Derby Recreation Center.  For a complete 

schedule of meetings, log onto our website at www.kwch.com and look under Local News.      

 
1/21/09 

10pm 

New at ten…An increase in the cost of lighting your home-and you could see it as soon as your next bill.  

The Kansas Corporation Commission approves an 11 percent rate increase for Westar; 130 million dollars 

more for the utility.  That will increase your bill between 7 and 10 dollars a month.  The increase follows a 

settlement last fall between Westar and an agency representing consumers.  Some families say, they've 

already tried to cut back, and the rate hike will hurt.  The extra money will reimburse Westar for damage 

done in the December 2007 ice storms and for its investment in new projects such as wind farms. 

http://www.kwch.com/
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01/22/09 

10pm 

Wichita police find a missing man; his body was in his car.  Marcus Booker's family has been looking for 

him since Saturday.  They became worried when his cell phone was found with blood on it in Harvey 

County.  Tonight Wichita Police said deputies in Harvey County found Booker's car near Hesston and he 

was found dead inside.  Homicide detectives say they do not suspect foul play.  

 

01/23/09 

10pm 

You won't be able to get through a section of Eastbound Kellogg for a couple of hours tomorrow morning.    

K-DOT will close the stretch from I-135 to Oliver from ten to noon, while it replaces a pole damaged in an 

accident last month.  Three people died in this crash back on December 21st.  Their SUV left the road, 

swerved, and then hit the pole that holds an overhead sign.  The structure goes across all east bound lanes, 

so crews will close the road while replacing the support pole. 

 

01/24/09 

6pm 

10 pets went home today with a new family for free.  The free adoptions were part of an adoption drive at 

the Kansas Humane Society.  Hill's Science Diet paid for the first 10 adoptions and then contributed toward 

the cost of the others.  The Humane Society is one of 3-hundred shelters participating in the nationwide 

event. 

 

01/26/09 

10pm 

New at ten; the city of Salina will soon be smoke free in all public places including bars, businesses, and 

private clubs.  A large crowd gathered tonight to speak before city commissioners before they decided to 

expand the city's smoking ban.  Salina already prohibits smoking in restaurants.  Most who spoke out 

tonight were against the ordinance, but the commissioners did hear from both sides.  The ban will take 

effect in April. 

 

01/27/09 

10pm 

"Wichita can become the best mid-size city in America."  That's part of the message tonight from Mayor 

Carl Brewer.  The mayor delivered his annual State of the City address; he cited a list of successes in the 

past year, including progress in the downtown area and working to keep aviation jobs and companies here.  

Brewer admits 2009 may be tough but insists on five priorities.  To help make the downtown neighborhood 

stronger, brewer announced tonight the city will partner with the YMCA to build a new downtown branch 

on the Arkansas River at first and Waco. 

 

01/28/09 

6pm 

Residents ask Sedgwick County commissioners to keep their land the way it is and commissioners agree.  

Last night we told you about a group near Goddard who opposed rezoning 27 acres for development.  

Today county commissioners voted against the zone change saying it didn't fit with the rural environment 

preferred by the existing residents.  

 

01/29/09 

10pm 

Dozens of former K-State students will soon receive letters in the mail.  The letters tell 45 students their 

names, grades even their social security numbers have been posted on the internet since 2001.  The students 

were all enrolled in an agriculture economics class that spring.  K-state says it removed the information 

since learning of the breach in security last week.  The school doesn't believe anyone's information was 

stolen but is offering help to the students just in case. 
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01/30/09 

10pm 

Aviation workers may learn early next year if Boeing will build refueling tankers for the Air Force.  

Defense Secretary Gates told Congress this week-he hopes to reopen the competition for the contract this 

spring, with a decision in early 2010.  It's a 35 billion dollar deal to replace the old Air Force fleet hat's 

been bogged down by controversy for years.  Now there's a proposal for Boeing and the parent of Airbus to 

split the contract.  One supporter of that idea Congressman John Murtha who toured the Alabama location 

where Northrup-Grumman  Airbus would build the planes.  Secretary Gates promises to re-start the bidding 

process once the Deputy Defense Secretary and the Chief Weapons buyer are confirmed by Congress.     

 

01/31/09 

10pm 

A Hutch woman beats out bakers from across the country to win a national pie baking championship.  

Denise Pounds is the winner of the Pillsubry Pie Baking Championship.  She created an almond and 

amaretto tart that topped the creations of 27 others.  She knew there competition would be tough so she 

created a strategy.  Pounds won a one-thousand dollar prize.  You can find the winning recipe on our 

website at www.kwch.com  

 

02/01/09 

10pm 

Wichita's new city manager starts tomorrow.  Robert Layton comes from the Des Moines suburb of 

Urbandale.  As city manager, Layton will oversee three-thousand employees and a 5-hundred million dollar 

annual budget.  Wichita has been without a permanent city manager since George Kolb resigned early last 

year. 

 

02/02/09 

10pm 

It's the ending family and friends of a missing South Hutchinson man feared.  The Reno County Sheriff's 

Office said a body pulled from the Arkansas River Sunday is that of Shawn Burditt.  Burditt disappeared in 

November.  Burditt was last seen walking on a trail where people ride ATVs.  His friends yelled at him to 

turn around but he kept going.  A search of the area near found nothing.  Friends say Burditt had a history 

of seizures.  An autopsy will determine the exact cause of death. 

 

02/03/09 

10pm 

More than one-hundred thousand cars go through it every day and you may be one of them.  K-DOT said 

the Kellogg and I-135 junction is its busiest in Wichita; one of the busiest in the state.  And new at 10 we 

have learned the intersection will get a makeover that could last into next year.  Next month construction 

workers will start expanding the ramps and fixing the bridges here.  Drivers say it's a problem that needs to 

be fixed.  The construction will shut down parts of the junction including ramps from Kellogg to I-135 and 

vice versa for four months at a time. 

 

02/05/09 

6pm 

Construction crews continue to make progress on the arena in downtown Wichita.  Crews are wrapping up 

installation of the arena's roof, and hope to have the building fully enclosed by the end of March.  The 

arena will have variable rise seating installed to allow for easy change between hockey and basketball 

games.  Organizers say construction has been on budget, and on schedule, and extremely high quality work 

that has gone into it.  There is another 11 months of construction left.  You can find a full virtual tour of the 

area at www.kwch.com  
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02/06/09 

6pm 

He helped the Arizona Cardinals reach the Super Bowl.  Now the Kansas City Chiefs hope Todd Haley can 

do the same for them.  The Chiefs management announced hiring the former Cardinals Offensive 

Coordinator.  Haley replaces former Coach Herm Edwards who was fired last month.  Under Edwards, the 

Chiefs lost all but 2 of their last 25 games.  Bruce Haertl with have reactions and more, coming up later in 

sports. 

 

02/06/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of a story we first told you about last month; beginning Monday the Department of 

Labor will expand its call center hours.  People can call from seven in the morning until 6:30pm Monday 

through Friday.  The call center will be open from eight to four on Saturdays.  Call volumes and wait times 

at the call center have surged in the past few months.  The call center has already hired 30 additional people 

to keep up with demand.  The state says the easiest way to file for unemployment is to go online.  You can 

find their site by going to ours at www.kwch.com  

 

02/07/09 

10pm 

Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano will visit Kansas next week.  She'll appear with Governor 

Sebelius at K-State to talk about food safety.  The school will soon be home to the nation's premiere bio-

defense laboratory.  After the meeting she'll head to Greensburg to get an updated on rebuilding efforts 

after the May 2007 tornado. 

 

02/09/09 

10pm 

Sanderholm's family and the family of this Kansas City teenager are backing a new bill to help police find 

missing people.  Kelsey Smith was killed in 2007; her kidnapping from an Overland Park store was caught 

on tape.  Her parents now want to require phone companies to quickly release cell phone location 

information in emergencies.  At the State House today the Smiths talked about how it took four days after 

Kelsey's disappearance for the cell phone company to ping Kelsey's phone to find its location.  The smiths 

testified in a committee hearing in Topeka today. 

 

02/11/09 

10pm 

While the clean-up there begins the opening of a single store in Greensburg shows how far that town has 

come since a tornado destroyed most of it almost two years ago.  Today Governor Kathleen Sebelius and 

the Homeland Security Secretary helped cut the ribbon at the city's new Dillon‟s grocery store.  The 

opening is just one of many planned for businesses this year.  City leaders said they devoted much of the 

last year and half to planning; this year they'll focus on rebuilding.  Over the next year, the city's incubator 

building, a place business can set up while rebuilding, will be finished along with City Hall, the courthouse 

and the new hospital. 

 

02/12/09 

10pm 

New at ten…a budget balancing plan heads to the governor.  The Kansas Senate approved it tonight, the 

house approved it earlier.  The 326 million dollar plan eliminates the deficit this fiscal year with a mixture 

of spending cuts, moving money around and re-financing state bonds.  Public schools would lose almost 28 

million, special ED programs another 4 million.  The governor and Democrats don't like those changes-

republicans say they're necessary. 
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02/13/09 

10pm 

A Kansas oil company files for bankruptcy protection and now some of its customers fight to stay in 

business.  This gas station at 21st and Amidon has a contract with Crescent Oil out of Independence.  The 

company filed for bankruptcy on Tuesday and hasn't made gas deliveries in more than a week.  But because 

stations like this one have a contract, their credit card system is tied directly to them and no other 

companies want to step in and help.  A company out of Oklahoma delivered half a shipment of gas around 

6:00 tonight but because it had to be hauled so far Crowe has to price it about 15 cents above other stations.    

Crescent is working to get deliveries going again but a spokesman says it's a lengthy process. 

 

02/14/09 

6pm 

Wichita transit adds a new bus route servicing the city's south side.  The new route will operate along the 

Oaklawn area, Wichita Area Technical College and businesses along 47th Street between Seneca and 

Meridian.  The south side connector will also facilitate transfers between other bus routes. 

 

02/15/09 

10pm 

A reminder tonight; we're just days away from our transition to digital TV.  Here's what that means to you.  

Tuesday night at midnight, KWCH and KBSH will turn off their analog signals and go digital only.  That 

means when you wake up Wednesday you'll only see digital TV.  Our analog signals in Dodge City and 

Goodland will remain on until June 12
th

, signals in these areas will not be digital until this date.  We're 

giving you another change to find out if you're ready Tuesday evening.  Watch for our D-TV test Tuesday 

at the end of the 6 o'clock news, the test will cover the area circled on this map.  If you lose signal during 

the test that means you're not ready and either need to get a converter box or a digital television or sign up 

for cable or satellite.  We will have a D-TV hotline open three days next week to answer your questions and 

of course you can go to www.kwch..com/dtv right now to find answers to any questions you have about the 

transition. 

 

02/16/09 

10pm 

The Kansas Senate passes a statewide smoking ban bill; the Senate gave the plan first-round approval after 

making some exceptions.  It will still allow smoking in casinos and racetracks and in private clubs that 

were already open as of January 1st.  The bill bans smoking in work places, government buildings bars and 

restaurants.  Critics of the bill say cities and counties should handle smoking bans and most Kansans agree.  

Our exclusive survey found 60 percent of you think local counties and cities should decide smoking bans, 

36 percent think the state should. 

 

02/17/09 

5pm 

Kansas is getting closer to a statewide smoking ban.  The Kansas Senate just passed a bill banning smoking 

in most public places.  The bill prohibits smoking in bars, restaurants, workplaces, government buildings, 

and ban smoking within 10 feet of any doorway, open window, or air intake.  You would be able to smoke 

at home, in your car, and other designated smoking places.  Private clubs and gambling areas of state 

owned casinos are also exempt.  The bill now heads to the state house for a vote. 
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02/18/09 

10pm 

If you're watching us right now you've probably made the switch to digital TV with no problems.  But 

many people weren't sure.  Phone calls flooded Eyewitness News and others willing to help like the Central 

Plains Area Agency on Aging.  Calls there spiked in the last 24 hours; workers and volunteers are making 

free house calls.  They said most people installed their D-TV converter box correctly but didn't know how 

to scan channels.  Here's an important point to remember though; our station turned off the analog signal 

last night for KWCH and KBSH in Hays.  But in our stations in Dodge City and Goodland will continue 

analog service until June 12th.  Go to www.kwch.com to answer your questions or call our D-TV hotline 

tomorrow anytime from 9 to 5pm. 

 

02/19/09 

10pm 

The city requested proposals for the boathouse; the deadline was today at noon and tonight we know three 

people had their own ideas for the building.  The city took over management of the building in 1997, three 

years after it was built.  For a while it was used for some banquets and events but now it sits empty.  For 

years the city's been wondering what to do with it.  Here's a look at the three ideas tonight.  The first comes 

from Bill Koch, he wants to move the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame into the building, and is willing to pay 

500 thousand to renovate it.  The proposal also says the Sports Hall of Fame would work with the Wichita 

Rowing Association to provide boating activities on the river.  The second idea comes from Chris Ligi, a 

laid-off aviation worker; he wants to use the boathouse for Palermo's Fine Italian Restaurant he says it 

would be a fine dining location and banquet facility with authentic Italian food.  He would change the menu 

every four months to go with each season and plans to offer gondola rides on the Arkansas River.  And the 

third idea comes from Jean Williams who runs a salon of out her home but needs more space with a good 

view.  She wants to turn the boathouse into the Favor Mall a salon, spa and cafe for those walking along the 

river while leaving space available for weddings and special events and would rent office space for 

independent businesses.  City staff now has to go through the proposal and present the information to city 

council members; the city council hopes to make a decision by spring. 

 

02/20/09 

10pm 

These kids were a link to home; sending care packages from Topeka to a soldier stationed far away.  But 

they never expected to meet the man they who got their letters and gifts.  Sergeant Sweet is back in Kansas 

after being wounded in Afghanistan-and he wanted a face to face meeting with the fourth graders who kept 

him going.  Sergeant Sweet explained how he was shot; one bullet hitting his helmet-another the plate 

protecting his back.  And he gave each student a piece of his uniform to thank them for their support. 

 

02/21/09 

10pm 

Wichita's City Hall is a quiet place most Saturdays but that wasn't the case today.  Teens, parents and 

community leaders take part in a Youth Summit at Wichita City Hall.  Participants talked about everything 

from reducing teen pregnancy to improving education to ending gang violence.  They also talked about 

ways to resolve conflict and promote understanding.  Nearly 2-hundred people took part in today's 

discussion.  To find out more about the summit and the mayor's youth council go to the on-air links section 

at www.kwch.com  
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02/23/09 

10pm 

They've tried time and time again and new tonight the first day of a new round of talks ends between 

Boeing and its engineers with no agreement.  And we now know a Federal mediator is involved.  SPEEA 

members wanted to support their negotiating team so they held this rally in Old Town this afternoon.  The 

union says it wants better pay and better job security in its new contract, protecting employees in case 

Boeing divests or sells its Wichita plant.  Tonight union members say a strike is not out of the question 

despite layoffs in the aviation industry.  A member of the negotiating team tells us if engineers have to vote 

on an offer similar to the one they rejected earlier this month, a question about a strike would be on the 

ballot. 

 

02/24/09 

10pm 

Boeing's engineering union tells us tonight that a strike is highly possible now.  The plane maker and 

SPEEA began a new round of contract talks yesterday.  SPEEA members held this rally to show their 

support.  But talks broke down again this afternoon.  About 700 SPEEA members will now vote next week 

on whether to authorize a strike.  They'll also vote on the same contract offer they rejected earlier this 

month.  Union leaders said Boeing didn't change on any of their key issues like job security while Boeing 

disagrees saying its offer rewards to employees and gives the company an opportunity remain competitive. 

 

02/25/09 

10pm 

Most Kansans believe the state should have a death penalty; but our exclusive FactFinder 12 scientific 

survey found people are split on whether it costs too much.  38 percent say, getting rid of the death penalty 

would have a major impact on how much money the state would save, 35 percent say it would only have a 

minor impact and 19 percent think it would make no difference.  

 

02/26/09 

6pm 

A local wildlife park welcomes a big, new baby, meet Vesta.  Vesta is a reticulated Giraffe.  She was born 

at Tanganyika Wildlife Park on Valentine's Day.  While she is a baby Vesta stands about six-feet tall and 

weighs about 128 pounds.  This is the second baby giraffe born at the wildlife park in the last two months. 

 

02/27/09 

10pm 

A Wichita business is leaving town and it owes the city money.  Accenture plans to close in November and 

lay off about 160 people.  By leaving it violates an economic development agreement with the city and 

Sedgwick County.  Both gave Accenture 112-thousand dollars in forgivable loans to operate and create 

jobs.  Now that it's leaving both governments filed a claim to get the money back; Accenture says it will 

pay back both loans. 

 

02/28/09 

10pm 

Hundreds of athletes from across south central Kansas hit the court in Haysville.  These are athletes from 

Special Olympic teams.  The annual basketball tournament is named for former Haysville schools leader 

Kristen Swartzendruber.  More than fifty games were played this afternoon. 

 

03/01/09 

5:30pm 

An Iraq war widow takes her tribute to soldiers on the road.  Taryn Davis says her grief pushed her to seek 

out women who were experiencing the same thing she was.  She lost her husband Corporal Michael Davis 

two years ago.  Davis decided to create the American Widow Project.  Now she's taking her project on the 

road to connect with other widows in cities across the country.  The RV Davis uses for her journey is 

covered with the names of American servicemen and women who lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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03/03/09 

10pm 

In Mulvane three council seats are up and the casino issue is at the center.  Nine people move-on to the 

General Election among them three incumbents.  All this comes the same day a casino developer offers up 

two plans to build there.  Take a look at this map.  One of the proposals would build a casino next to the 

turnpike the same location approved before Harrah's pulled out.  But that location is in question a judge 

said Mulvane annexed the land illegally.  The developers offered a back-up the site right next to Mulvane 

city limits.  The town would have to also annex this land.  Casino plans for Sumner County must be in to 

the state by April first.  

 

03/04/09 

6pm 

Members of Boeing's engineering union vote tomorrow on a new contract and whether or not to strike.     

SPEEA has been in negotiations with the plane makers since November and working under a temporary 

contract since December.  The union previously voted down the same contract they'll be voting on 

Thursday.  Union leaders have recommended going on strike.  Voting takes place at Curtis Middle School 

from 5 p.m. To 7 p.m. tomorrow with ballot boxes opening at 5:30.  Expect us to bring you the results as 

soon as they come in both on air and on-line at www.kwch.com  

 

03/05/09 

10pm 

Developers break ground on a troubled shopping center they hope to turn around.  Ken Mar Shopping 

Center at 13th and Oliver has struggled for years.  It also saw violence as gang members sometimes 

gathered there at night.  This morning, developers and city officials broke ground for the mall's rebuilding.    

It will be called the providence square shopping center...and developers hope the new effort revives the 

area.  Tax revenue will help developers rebuild Providence Square.  Wichita police also plan to open a new 

substation there. 

 

03/06/09 

10pm 

In tonight's Brighter Side...we ride along with a new program that puts more officers on the street; but it's 

not what you might think.  Ed Bole and Larry Anderson are armed only with a radio, a clipboard, and the 

feeling they get by giving back.  The 67-year-old retirees are part of Bel Aire's "Senior Patrol" program.     

Ed and Larry drive every road in Bel Aire three times a week.  They check homes of people on vacation, 

look for suspicious activity, and check on residents with special needs.  The Senior Patrol program is 

looking for more volunteers.  If you're interested contact the Bel Aire Police Department.  The goal is to 

have patrols five days a week. 

 

03/07/09 

10pm 

Not everyone can make it to city hall to voice their concerns so city hall is coming to you.  City leaders 

held a town hall forum at Cloud Elementary today.  The focus was issues facing the Hispanic community.    

The meeting consisted of booths with translators to overcome any language barriers.  This is the first of 

several meetings.  The next one will focus on the concerns of Asian citizens. 

 

03/08/09 

10pm 

A bottleneck of traffic; plans for a new bridge to connect 13th Street and I-235 promises to eliminate that 

problem on Zoo Boulevard.  Wichita council members will vote Tuesday to build a 13th Street connector 

bridge on and off I-235.  Now, that improvements are finishing up on Kellogg, a half cent sales tax will be 

freed up to build this project.  Right now there are only three crossings over the big ditch creating 

congestion on Zoo Boulevard at I-235.  If the bridge is approved on Tuesday, council members will hire an 

engineer and begin design plans.  The city would also ask for community input; work on the bridge could 

start in a year and a half. 
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03/09/09 

10pm 

Tomorrow Wichita pet owners may have new rules to follow.  Wichita city council members will vote on 3 

new animal ordinances that would affect anyone who owns an animal.  The changes would include 

restrictions on pit bulls; create stricter enforcement for animal nuisance complaints and more flexibility 

when it comes to rabies vaccinations.  Pet store owner Ginny Mitchell says leniency on rabies vaccines is 

crucial to some pets' health.  The ordinance would also put a limit on how many pets you can own.  Animal 

Control would enforce the new rules.  The city has not decided the penalty for breaking the restrictions. 

Go to www.kwch.com for a detailed list of all the changes. 

 

03/10/09 

6pm 

And the Wichita city council takes steps so hundreds of homeowners near the big ditch won't have to buy 

flood insurance.  The council voted to spend millions to recertify the levees surrounding the big ditch.  The 

recertification is needed in order to meet new Federal standards.  Wichita expects to split the cost of 10-

million dollars with Sedgwick County. 

 

03/12/09 

6pm 

Drivers on Wichita's west side will soon have a new traffic light to deal with.  Later this month, Sedgwick 

County will install a light on 21st street and North Shore.  That's at the entrance to Sedgwick County Park.    

The project is expected to take a little over a month. 

 

3/13/09 

10pm 

Hundreds of friends and family attend the funeral for El Dorado teen Bayleigh Stovall.  Crosses and 

flowers mark the spot where her vehicle left the road.  The make-shift memorial includes chalk writing on 

the concrete walls of the drainage ditch where emergency crews found her car.  Police say the 15 year old 

hydro-planed off the road in a rainstorm Monday night.  The rainwater lodged the car down the 60 foot 

tunnel.   

 

03/14/09 

10pm 

Boy Scouts often spend years earning their merit badges.  Today they had a chance to earn two at once.  

More than 2-hundred Scouts attended a merit badge academy at the Wichita Area Technical College.    

Participants could earn badges in a variety of fields including chemistry, computers, metal work even 

plumbing.  Even if they didn't earn a badge each Scout received a participation patch.  There are 120 

different kinds of merit badges. 

 

03/15/09 

10pm 

Funeral services are held for a former Kansan and her young daughter.  A gunman killed Andrea and 

Corrine Myers in Alabama last week.  Andrea and her husband Josh graduated from Mulvane High School.  

The couple recently moved to Alabama so Josh could be a Sheriff's Deputy near his hometown.  The 

gunman killed ten people before taking his own life.  Myers was pregnant; the couple's other two children 

survived the attack. 
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03/16/09 

10pm 

Do you know where tonight's dinner came from?  A closer look at the label while you're shopping will now 

tell you.  Tonight's ConsumerWatch…explains that starting today labels on most fresh meats, and some 

fruits and vegetables must list the country of origin.  Food safety groups have been fighting for this law for 

years forcing suppliers to list where the food came from.  But when it comes to meat, the government wants 

to go even further.  Food safety experts say this new law still has its flaws, loopholes that don't cover food 

that's cooked or processed.  One food safety group says 60 percent of the food we buy will not be affected 

by the new labeling laws and has asked the U.S.D.A. to fix that. 

 
03/17/09 

5pm 

The mayor of Mulvane said there shouldn't be legal issues with its latest annexation.  The city council 

approved annexing the land highlighted in red here last night.  It's a spot where a casino developer is 

interested in building.  Kansas lawmakers said the way Mulvane annexed another location to attract casinos 

was illegal.  Harrah's planned to build a casino in the first location before it backed out; now Sumner 

County is looking for new casino developers.  Those interested have to turn in their plans by the first of the 

month. 

 

03/18/09 

6pm 

The Kansas State Fair announces several of the concerts booked for this year's fair.  Performers include 

Heart, Huey Lewis and the News, Tesla, rock band Hinder and nickelodeon favorite The Naked Brothers 

Band.  “"Fair Fan Club" members can get tickets starting April 27th.  They go on sale to everyone May 9th.    

For details on how to get tickets or more background on the acts go to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

03/19/09 

5pm 

We send you breaking news and weather alerts; now the Wichita Police Department says it can now send 

you crime alerts.  The department says it will send text messages and e-mails about missing persons or the 

description of a car just linked to a crime.  You can also learn about the crime in your neighborhood.  

Business owners can sign up to get texts about crime trends that could affect them.  You'll have to sign up 

for it and you'll find a link at www.kwch.com look under Today's Headlines. 

 

03/20/09 

5pm 

A group of Halstead High School students leave tomorrow on trip they've been working toward for a year 

and half.  The Halstead choir is one of only six high schools invited to perform next week at Carnegie hall 

in New York.  It's the second time in four years they've received an invitation.  Members spent much of 

today finishing up last minute details and planning for another big part of the trip, the chance to sing on the 

CBS early show Monday morning.  The choir is expected to sing during a weather segment during the 8:00 

segment of the early show right here on KWCH 12. 

 

03/21/09 

10pm 

They say she had a heart of gold and today a gymnastics meet in her name is a way to celebrate her life.  

The Heart of Gold Classic honors Jenna Schoenwald; she was killed in a car accident last year.  She was a 

member of the gymnastics team and later became a coach.  This is the second Annual Heart of Gold 

tournament.  Nearly 200 gymnasts participated. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

COMMUNITY Q-1 

 

03/22/09 

10pm 

It's not as much as they hoped but a Louisiana couple says they're just happy to help.  We introduced you to 

Tammy and Chad Hassenpflug last weekend.  They planned to sell a horse named Greensburg and donate 

half the proceeds to the Kansas town of the same name.  At today's auction Greensburg brought in a little 

over seven-thousand dollars.  We're told he was sold to someone in Puerto Rico.      

 

03/23/09 

10pm 

Construction crews were busy in Sedgwick County Park today.  They are installing a new traffic light at the 

intersection of 21st Street and North Shore.  The project should last about 35 days.  During construction, 

traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction.  The light is expected to improve access to the park 

that is used for activities such as Woofstock and the renaissance fair. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

On the brighter side tonight, ten Marines should be sitting down to their first home-made dinner in more 

than seven months right now.  Family and friends greet the 10 Marine reservists this afternoon at Mid-

Continent Airport.  The Marines spent the last 7 months in Iraq, working on generators, diesel engines, and 

anything mechanical they could.  For both sides, the wait is finally over.  They wanted to serve their 

country.  They believe what they're doing is right.  But it's time for them to come home.  And it's time to be 

home now, with the family.  They may be home, but their job isn't over yet. 

 

03/25/09 

6pm 

The ribbon is cut on a new arena in Park City.  The Hartman Arena had its official opening today; one year 

after ground was broken on the project.  The arena will seat between five and six-thousand people and will 

be home to the Wichita Wild indoor football team.  Arena manager John Nath says he's not worried about 

competing with the Intrust Bank Arena being built in downtown Wichita, “We're certainly not looking to 

compete with a 15-thousand seat house, there's no way we could do that, but I think that there's room for 

those that go between two and five-thousand people."  Country singer Alan Jackson will hold the first 

concert at the arena on Saturday.  The Wild's season starts in April. 

 

03/27/09 

11pm 

The weather grounds flights at Wichita's Mid-Continent Airport.  United Airlines cancelled all flights into 

and out of Wichita this afternoon and tonight.  Delta, Continental and Northwest cancelled some flights.      

Others took off but were significantly delayed.  There's no word on flight cancellations for tomorrow.  If 

you flying out or have people flying in; check with the airline before heading to the airport. 

 

03/28/09 

10pm 

Snow and ice couldn't stop Park City's new Hartmann Arena from hosting its first concert.  Country star 

Alan Jackson took to the stage tonight to a nearly sold out crowd.  While they came to see Jackson those in 

attendance were impressed by the new facility.  The 5-thousand seat arena took about a year to complete.  

The next concert at the arena is disturbed on April first. 

 

03/29/09 

10pm 

Power crews work to restore electricity to thousands of customers still in the dark after the snowstorm.  

Here's the latest from Westar Energy.  Nearly 4-thousand customers remain without power tonight.  Butler 

County remains one the hardest hit areas with more than 11-hundred people affected.  12-hundred 

customers are without electricity in Greenwood County.  One-thousand people are in the dark in Cowley 

County.  Westar hopes to have the lights on for everyone sometime tomorrow. 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-1 

 

03/30/09 

10pm 

It's been months since this fire destroyed a Winfield playground; flames burned for days after teenagers 

started a small pile on fire that then got out of control and when it was all over...the playground was charred 

not much left behind.  But new now; new signs of life as construction crews begin their first day of 

rebuilding the park.  They've laid out concrete and put up the playground's first structures.  Each piece is 

flame retardant, so it's less likely to burn again.  Insurance's paying for a construction crew to rebuild but 

people from the community still came by to watch.  The new playground will resemble the original design 

with a few modifications, like wheel chair accessibility.  Construction will be done in mid-May. 

 

03/31/09 

10pm 

It was the first event at the new Hartman Arena and some people say...the parking situation almost ruined 

it.  Now people worry about a concert there tomorrow night.  Alan Jackson performed at the Hartman arena 

Saturday.  Since then, we've heard from many of you who say you waited in line to park for as long as 2 

hours.  Arena officials met with the Highway Patrol Tuesday to find solutions.  Arena officials say one 

solution is a map they've designed showing the many ways to get into the arena.  Go to www.kwch.com to 

see the map. 
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01/01/09 

5am 

Gas prices end 2008 at their lowest levels in 4-years.  The price for unleaded did jump a bit today to a 1.49 

a gallon in Wichita.  Still that's a dramatic reversal from where we started the year at two-89 a gallon.  Gas 

reached an all time high in June of 3.89.  Then as the economy tanked so did the price of gas.  Wichita is 

still paying about 12-cents less than the national average of a 1.61. 

 

01/02/09 

12pm 

More bad money news for the state it should make the budget crisis even worse.  Kansas took in 7.2 

percent less in general tax revenues than expected in December.  The state was already projected have a 

$141 million budget deficit.  That's by June 30
th

 which is the end of its fiscal year.  The budget crisis will 

be the number one priority of the legislature when it convenes later this month.  

 

01/05/09 

10pm 

A bad year ends with an even worse month for car companies.  Here's a look tonight.  The big three all 

reported losses in December, Chrysler is down by 53 percent, Ford and GM both down by more than 30 

percent.  That could mean a good deal if you're looking to buy a car; car companies are offering zero-

percent financing and rebates.  Hyundai is even offering to buy back cars from customers if they lose their 

jobs. 

 

01/06/09  

10pm 

Next week more Wichita workers will find out they're losing their job.  Cessna plans another round of 

layoffs and blames the economy for it.  Cessna CEO Jack Pelton sent a message to employees saying "as 

the global economic crisis has continued to deepen, we have to further reduce the 2009 production schedule 

and this will regrettably result in additional workforce reductions."  Cessna says customers are no longer 

buying new aircraft.  It calls the American market soft and the international market quiet.  Cessna also cut 

more than 500 jobs in November. 

 

01/07/09 

10pm 

Job cuts at Wichita's Koch Industries.  The company is cutting 150 people-through layoffs and attrition.  

Koch spokeswoman Missy Colhmia said the company has to adjust to current economic conditions, 

including less demand for Koch products which include petroleum, chemicals and paper products.  Koch 

started cutting jobs in November; more than 2-thousand people work at its Wichita headquarters. 

 

01/08/09 

10pm 

Any new layoffs at Hawker will be added to job cuts already in effect.  Plane-makers started cutting jobs in 

November and by the end of February almost a thousand Wichitans could be without work; here's why.  

Hawker cut jobs with little notice in November, 320 people were laid off there.  Cessna cut 500 workers 

their 60-day notices go into effect February first.  And Boeing plans to cut 800 workers by the end of 2009.  

By the end of February more than 150 of them will be unemployed. 

 

01/09/09 

10pm 

The new-year brings another large round of layoffs at Boeing.  The company says it will cut 45-hundred 

jobs by the end of the year.  Boeing plans to make cuts in its commercial aircraft division.  The plane-

maker says fewer airlines are ordering planes in the current economic climate.  Most of the jobs lost will be 

in Washington State.  The company already announced layoffs here in Kansas.  Boeing plans to cut  

8-hundred jobs in Wichita by the end of 2009.  

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-1 

 

01/12/09 

10pm 

Schools are anticipating budget cuts and some districts are already preparing to make do with less.  For 

several months Wichita schools have been saving money by using less energy.  The district's buying fuel in 

bulk when it‟s cheaper.  And audits every school's energy use and installs high efficiency windows and 

lighting; the changes have cut energy usage by 25 percent...putting two million dollars back into the 

maintenance budget.  

 

01/13/09 

10pm 

People are not buying coolers and plastic shelves so one of the biggest employers in a small Kansas town 

said it has no choice; Rubbermaid laid off dozens of workers today.  The company cut 75 employees from 

its Winfield plant with little notice. 

 

01/14/09 

10pm 

The state's also losing money from lottery sales.  People just aren't buying as many lottery tickets.  The 

lottery blames the economy; saying people have less disposable income and are spending less on 

entertainment.  Revenues are down 4 percent so far; the state lost more than 5-million dollars between July 

and this month; the biggest loser, Powerball which lose more than 2 million in sales. 

 

01/15/09 

10pm 

Of contract talks between Boeing and its engineering union; Boeing says it's given its best offer but SPEEA 

isn't ready to accept just yet.  A representative for SPEEA said the union requested data supporting 

Boeing's offers for retirement, salary and any potential sale of the plant.  A Boeing spokesperson says 

tonight there are no plans to sell the Wichita facility that speculation started after the owner of airbus said it 

cancelled a major U.S. acquisition at the last minute.  Boeing has offered a three year deal with a three 

percent wage increase each year and healthcare plans at no cost to employees.  SPEEA plans to wait for 

Boeing's response before moving forward.  

 

01/16/09 

10pm 

No state money, no school bond.  That message from the Dodge City school district.  Voters will decide 

whether to pass a nearly 60 million dollar bond issue later this month.  If it passes the money will be used 

to renovate and expand school buildings.  In addition to local taxpayers the state is supposed to pay for 

about half of the project.  Because of the budget shortfall lawmakers are considering whether to stop paying 

for two years.  That's why school officials say even if it passes...they'll scrap the bond issue without state 

money.  Wichita voters approved a 370 million dollar school bond last November.  School officials say 

even without state funds the projects will go forward.  Local taxpayers will have to make up the difference. 

 

01/17/09 

9am 

Kathleen Sebelius' budget plan did survive early discussions in a Senate Committee.  That committee is 

looking to eliminate the 186 million dollar deficit from the state budget.  Under Sebelius' plan, overall aid 

to public schools would not drop during the current fiscal year.  But her plan would force the state to 

reallocate 22 dollars per pupil in general aid to each district.  Many republicans are against the plan, 

arguing the burden to make up for the difference falls too heavily on higher education and other programs. 
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01/18/09 

10pm 

She couldn't get her questions answered so a Salina woman found a way around the state unemployment 

phone system.  Like many Kansans, Debbie Allen called day and night to file for unemployment and she 

couldn't get through.  So she faxed a hand-written letter straight to the Governor asking for help.  Within 

four days, one of Kathleen Sebelius' staffers called her back to say her case was a priority.  Minutes later, 

the unemployment office called Allen to say a debit card was in the mail.  The state admits it's having 

problems with the call-in system.  The unemployment office said it's adding more people to answer the 

phone, getting new software for the call center and updating its website.  We put tips and helpful links 

about filing for unemployment on our website; just log onto www.kwch.com and look under Top Stories. 

 

01/19/09 

6pm 

The Kansas statewide homeless coalition reports 18 thousand homeless people in Kansas on any given 

night.  According to social service officials, the problem will likely get worse; that's because there's a 

shortage of affordable housing in the state.  The national homeless count fell eleven percent last year, but 

the mortgage crisis is causing an increase. 

 

01/20/09 

10pm 

New tonight; we learn Wichita's expected to lose more jobs in 2009.  A new report shows the city's 

unemployment could go up this year.  The report shows unemployment in the Wichita‟s metro area stood at 

4-point-9 percent at the end of 2008.  That number's expected to jump to 6-point-1 percent by the end of 

2009.  Wichita ranks 64th out of more than 100 cities when it comes to estimated job loss this year; already 

area layoffs attracted outside companies looking to hire.  About 40 recruiters from health care companies, 

car dealers, even aviation manufactures filled these tables taking resumes today.  Most looking to hire 

managers and other upper level positions and some are finding people willing to relocate.  Recruiters 

conducted on-the-spot job interviews.  Others collected information to narrow the field. 

 

01/21/09 

10pm 

The letter doesn't say when people may get layoff notices or how many of them will be cut.  That's why a 

lot of Hawker employees are preparing for the worst.  Gary and Michelle Thornton have about 30 years 

combined experience with the airplane maker.  Even though neither has been laid off they're getting ready 

just in case.  They say they've stopped spending money on unnecessary things and are looking for other 

ways to stretch what they have.  Financial experts say start saving by discussing the money situation with 

your family.  Get in touch with creditors about deferrals or payment plans, start looking for any ways to 

make extra income and trim unnecessary expenses. 

 

01/22/09 

10pm 

The city of Wichita also tries to cut its budget.  The mayor said he wants to prepare for a worst case 

scenario; a seven million dollar cut in state funding.  He asked all council members to make a list.  Jim 

Skelton handwritten list includes freezing pay raises, hiring‟s and cutting arts funding.  Skelton told 

Reporter Kim Hynes public safety and roads are the only areas he wants to maintain.  The mayor wants 

council members to be ready when the new city manager starts next month.  The city won't know until 

April how much money the state will cut. 
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01/23/09 

10pm 

The head of the Senate Budget Committee will outline how to eliminate the state's budget deficit on 

Monday.  Meantime Senate majority leader Derek Schmidt said everything's on the table when it comes to 

dealing with the crisis.  That may include furloughs for some state employees.  Schmidt says other states 

have asked government workers to take pay cuts and cancel paid holidays.  Kansas currently faces a one-

hundred-86 million dollar budget deficit. 

 

01/24/09 

8am 

It was the last day at work for more than 25 Boeing employees.  They were among 51 people who received 

the first round of layoff notices last month.  About sixty employees are among the second round.  Their last 

day will be sometime next month.  A Boeing spokesperson said its part of a plan to lay-off 8-hundred 

Wichita employees by the middle of the year.  Workers will receive lay-off notices as projects come to an 

end. 

 

01/25/09 

10pm 

Gas prices go up nationally but drop locally.  The price for a gallon of unleaded is now 1.65 in Wichita.  

That's down 3-cents from last week.  The price nationally just increased seven and a half cents in the past 

two weeks to 1.85.  The most expensive gas in the country is 2.37 in Anchorage, Alaska. 

 

01/27/09 

10pm 

At least 30 employees at one of Hutchinson's big employers will get lay-off notices this week.  New at 

10...the Eaton Corporation blames a down-swing in agriculture and the construction industry for the cuts.  

Eaton makes hydraulic components for equipment.  This will be the second round of cuts at the company 

since December.  Eaton employees will still employ about 180 people. 

 

01/28/09 

10pm 

More Wichita employees learn tonight their business is shutting down.  New at 10 ... Accenture, a company 

that provides financial, accounting and human resource services is shutting down its Wichita offices.  The 

move affect 160 employees, some of them may be able to transfer to other places with the company. 

 

01/29/09 

10pm 

Lawmakers are taking about it and now homeowners are too.  We told you about Prop K earlier this week.  

The plan would change the way your property taxes are figured.  A group supporting the idea held a 

meeting tonight to explain it.  Prop K would freeze your home's assessment then increase it two percent a 

year.  Supporters say homeowners are interested. 

 

01/30/09 

10pm 

Boeing's engineers union wants its members to reject the company's latest contract offer however there will 

be no strike.  SPEEA does not plan to include a strike ballot in Thursday's vote.  In addition to problems 

with the offer SPEEA wants worker protections if the company decides to sell its Wichita facility.  The 

union represents about 7-hundred engineers in Wichita. 
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01/3/109 

9am 

The past few months have been rough for the aviation industry.  Plane manufacturers have been forced to 

lay off employees across the country including more than 4-thousand in the Wichita area alone.  So far 

Hawker Beechcraft has cut over 300 jobs.  But company officials warn more layoffs are on the way.      

Boeing has slashed 800 jobs in Wichita.  Cessna started announcing job cuts in November.  This week the 

Wichita based plane manufacturer announced a new round of layoffs, bringing the total to 35-hundred jobs 

cut. 

 

02/01/09 

5:30pm 

The budget for Kansas prisons will not be cut as much as previously thought.  Instead of 9-point-3 million 

dollars the corrections department will only have to trim 2-point-7 million.  A house panel approved a plan 

to cut one percent from the budget rather than 3-point-4 percent.  A spokesman says the department can 

work with those reductions without closing any major facilities including those in Norton and Winfield.  

The corrections budget accounts for 2 percent of the state's budget.  

 

02/02/09 

6pm 

The governor says she's disappointed with the House Republican majority who still hasn't set a date to 

begin debating changes to the state budget.  Lawmakers have been leaning toward Thursday, but nothing's 

finalized.  Kathleen Sebelius says any delays increase the uncertainty for people affected by budget 

adjustments. 

 

02/03/09 

10pm 

Hawker's just the latest in a string of layoffs at Wichita's aviation companies.  Combine its 23-hundred job 

cuts this year with Boeing's 800.  Many employees there have already received notice.  Cessna's also 

cutting 35-hundred workers.  When you add up the numbers of workers who have already received notice; 

it means by the end of this month almost one-thousand Wichitans will be unemployed. 

 

02/04/09 

10pm 

Another Wichita company cuts jobs, new at 10 Coleman announced its laying off 

40 people across the U.S. 20 of them come from Wichita.  None of the jobs are in manufacturing; Coleman 

says it's carefully managing its resources. 

 

02/05/09 

10pm 

Cessna has already announced 35-hundred layoffs; but even workers who made it through the cuts will see 

shrinking paychecks.  That's because Cessna now says, it has to put some employees on three or four day 

weeks the changes will start next week with workers on the small assembly line.  The company said the 

employees will still keep their benefits. 

 

02/06/09 

10pm 

Employers cut almost 600-thousand jobs last month.  That pushed the country's unemployment rate to 7-

point-6 percent.  The loss of 598-thousand jobs is worse than analysts predicted.  Most expected a drop of 

around 524-thousand.  The unemployment rate now stands at its highest level since 1992.  Wall Street 

seemed to shrug off the news.  The Dow closed up 217 points.  The SP 500 and the NASDAQ also closed 

higher. 
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02/07/09 

6pm 

You may qualify for 19-hundred dollars on your tax return.  But many of you don't know it.  The IRS said 

the earned income tax credit or EITC is meant to offset social security taxes.  On average the IRS returned 

19-hundred dollars.  But at least 20 percent of Kansans don't know they qualify for the money.  People who 

qualify include those with limited English skills, rural residents and non-traditional families.  In 2007 

Kansas taxpayers received nearly 3-hundred-50 million dollars from the EITC.  The IRS held a workshop 

today to help people apply.  

 

02/09/09 

10pm 

New at 10…an impasse in Topeka as lawmakers works on a compromise on the state budget.  The Senate 

and House ended talks tonight because they can't agree on how much money to give home services for the 

disabled.  Both sides do agree to cut 28 million dollars from schools. 

 

02/10/09 

6pm 

The city of Wichita ended last year with a deficit and is now working to avoid the same problem next year.  

The city announced today it would hold off on filling positions and only hire if necessary.  The only areas 

not impacted are police and fire.  The city will also wait until summer to bid out street maintenance 

contracts.  Council member Sue Schlapp said holding off on projects like that now could benefit the city in 

the long run.  There are 145 open positions in Wichita right now, only three are being advertised. 

 

02/11/09 

5pm 

Sedgwick County said it‟s preparing for financial failure.  County commissioners attended a budget retreat 

today to hear about potential budget problems.  Right now the county says it's in good shape; revenues have 

remained steady.  However, the county expects that to change later this year because of an estimated ten 

thousand layoffs countywide.  It's drafted a budget reduction plan for when revenues drop five, ten or 15 

percent.  In the meantime it will hold off on filling positions and unnecessary spending. 

 

02/13/09 

10pm 

Governor Sebelius hasn't said whether she'll sign a bill eliminating the state's budget deficit.  Lawmakers 

approved the 3-hundred-26 million dollar plan yesterday.  The plan cuts millions from public education and 

special ED programs.  In the past the governor has said she opposes such drastic cuts.  For public 

universities and colleges, the cuts amount to 34 million dollars. 

 

02/14/09 

10pm 

Congress has passes the 787 billion economic stimulus bill last night.  Today President Barack Obama 

warns it's only the beginning.  In his weekly radio and Internet address, Obama says the bill is a necessary 

step to put people back to work.  But he added more work lies ahead.  The Legislation provides billions of 

dollars to aid citizens through unemployment benefits, food stamps, medical care, and more.  Money also 

goes to cash-strapped states, and more than 48 billion is for transportation projects.  The president is 

expected to sign the bill into law Monday. 
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02/16/09 

10pm 

Also new at 10…hundreds of jobs are coming to Wichita as McConnell Air Force Base announces it will 

expand.  Over the next year 400 Air Force members from other bases will come to McConnell.  Their job 

will be to fly and maintain 48 refueling tankers also coming to Wichita because other bases are closing.  A 

McConnell spokesperson tells us the additional planes have nothing to do with the 35-billion dollar tanker 

deal.  But tonight reports say an influential congressman is asking the Pentagon to consider splitting the 

tanker deal between Boeing and its European rival.  John Murtha visited Boeing in Seattle this afternoon; 

on a fact-finding mission about the tankers. 

 

02/18/09 

10pm 

People in small Kansas towns count on their newspapers but many papers are struggling.  And things could 

get harder if some lawmakers get their way.  They're working on a bill to let governments post legal notices 

on websites without ever having to pay a paper to publish them.  That could cut profits and possibly close 

doors.  Both the Belle Plaine News and the Ark Valley News say loyal readers and advertisers would likely 

keep them in business if the bill passes but tell us, they'll make sure to tell lawmakers how the bill will 

affect them.  You can do the same at www.kwch.com 

 

02/19/09 

5pm 

A bill to increase the minimum wage in Kansas moves forward in the Legislature.  The current minimum 

wage is 2.65 an hour.  The bill would require Kansas to match the federal minimum wage which is 6.55 an 

hour.  Supporters say the change is long overdue.  The minimum wage in Kansas hasn't increased since the 

1980's.  The Senate gave first approval today a final vote is pending. 

 

02/20/09 

10pm 

The Department of Wildlife and Parks says each of Kansas' 24 state parks will stay open.  While financial 

problems have forced other states to close facilities a spokesman for wildlife and parks says that's not the 

case in Kansas.  The department says it could adjust services or change hours depending on state funding.     

Lawmakers in Topeka will decide that funding.  The Legislature is currently working on next year's budget.  

Lawmakers predict a one-billion dollar shortfall for the 2010 fiscal year. 

 

02/21/09 

8am 

As governors discuss the financial crisis this weekend there are some positive signs in the local housing 

market.  Realtors say home sales in Wichita remain steady.  It's too soon to know what impact the 

economic stimulus will have on the market.  The plan provides an eight-thousand dollar tax credit for first 

time home buyers.  Realtors are encouraged; Realtor Jeremy Fouse said the most important thing potential 

buyers can do is get pre-approved for a mortgage.  He says most people shouldn't have a problem getting a 

mortgage with decent credit. 

 

02/23/09 

10pm 

The aviation industry in Wichita may be losing jobs now but community leaders say they will come back 

and the area needs to be ready.  Sedgwick county commissioners‟ team up today construction for the 

National Center for Aviation training is on schedule.  They toured the center today; starting in August 2010 

it will offer technical education classes.  County commissioners said 40 percent of aircraft workers will be 

eligible for retirement within five years and they want to keep those jobs here.  The center will cost 49 

million to build.  The county is funding most of it and says all other funding is secure through Federal 

agencies. 
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02/24/09 

10pm 

Communities waiting for money from the president's stimulus plan will have to divvy up the funds.  Here's 

a look at the area that will receive 16 million dollars for road improvements.  First communities need to 

submit their wish lists.  In Wichita it includes improving the 21st and Broadway intersection and Hydraulic 

from Harry to Kellogg.  Once the projects are turned in they'll be ranked; all projects submitted need to be 

ready to start within a year. 

 

02/26/09 

Cessna workers knew it was coming and today employees found out just who was being let go.  We begin 

the AviationWatch with 60-day notices going out to between 600 and 800 workers in Wichita.  The layoffs 

are blamed on a worldwide drop in plane sales.  Newman University will hold a seminar for workers and 

their families on March 29th.  It will teach them how to deal with the changes.  The United Way has also 

started a laid off workers fund to help people out of work.  Cessna plans to cut 35-hundred jobs in Wichita 

by the end of the year. 

 

02/27/09 

10pm 

A Wichita business is leaving town and it owes the city money.  Accenture plans to close in November and 

lay off about 160 people.  By leaving it violates an economic development agreement with the city and 

Sedgwick County.  Both gave Accenture 112-thousand dollars in forgivable loans to operate and create 

jobs.  Now that it's leaving both governments filed a claim to get the money back; Accenture says it will 

pay back both loans. 

 

03/03/09 

6pm 

A construction project to fix the interchange at Kellogg and 1-35 is now delayed.  A spokesman for the 

Kansas Department of Transportation says bids for construction were higher than expected.  K-DOT 

estimated the project would cost around 18 million dollars but the lowest bid was 21 million.  That's more 

than state officials want to pay, so they extended the timetable for construction in hopes of receiving 

cheaper bids.  That means work won't start until May and is expected to end in late 2010.  The new bid is 

expected to be awarded next month. 

 

03/04/09 

10pm 

It promises to help people worried about losing their homes but a new program unveiled today may not 

benefit people in Kansas.  The program gives homeowners two options, they can refinance if their house 

lost value or they can modify their loan lowering their payments if they're struggle to afford their mortgage.  

But you have to meet certain requirements; it's all creating confusion and the phones are ringing at 

community housing services in Wichita.  Most calls come from laid off home owners looking for help.  

People like Tammi Fletcher who was recently laid off and wants to know about her options.  That's hard to 

answer but experts tell us laid-off workers may not get a lot of help from this plan because Wichita hasn't 

seen fluctuating market values like in other parts of the country.  Go to www.kwch.com for details on this 

plan and to answer some of your questions. 

 

03/05/09 

6pm 

New at six, layoffs and the overall economy have the Lord's Diner in Wichita serving more people.  Every 

night the Lord's Diner provides a hot meal for anyone who needs it.  Officials say they usually serve about 

400 meals a night.  But that number is now up to 432.  Executive Director Wendy Glick says she hasn't 

seen a large number of laid-off aviation workers.  But she has seen a lot of new visits from temporary 

workers.  Glick says she's also seen more children and families coming in each night. 
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03/06/09 

10pm 

Some Kansas cities may be getting their own economic boost from mother-nature.  With only a handful of 

snowstorms this season cities have had to pay only a fraction of what they budgeted for gas and overtime.    

Supervisors with Newton's street crews say they also have enough salt left over to get them through next 

year as well.  But our unusually warm weather didn't help everyone.  People in Hesston buy their natural 

gas from the city.  That means city leaders will be banking on money they saved to make up for lower 

revenues from this winter. 

 

03/09/09 

6pm 

If you're out of work and on unemployment you'll notice a change in your benefits.  The Federal stimulus 

means you'll get an extra 25 dollars a week.  Agencies that help people find work are busy because of the 

economy.  For example, Manpower in Wichita is helping 25 percent more people find a job.  They expect a 

big surge once unemployment benefits run out but say people should start looking now.  Food stamp 

benefits also increase right now, about 59-thousand Kansans are on unemployment. 

 

03/10/09 

6pm 

The bad economy has more people looking for ways to cut back.  Our exclusive Fact-Finder 12 scientific 

survey asked 500 Kansans if you had to cut back, what would you cut first.  36 percent tell us dining out, 

22 percent say you'd cut out movies and entertainment.  21 percent said you'd cut cable or satellite TV and 

eight percent said internet service. 

 

03/11/09 

6pm 

The state's unemployment rate is the highest in more than 25 years; the Kansas Department of Labor said 

unemployment rose to six-point-four percent in January; up one-and-a-half percent from December.  

Numbers haven't been this high since 1983.  The state says the loss of seasonal jobs usually sends the rate 

up after December but this year the jump was unusually high.   

 

03/12/09 

10pm 

 “Fly on an air force tanker to see why the fleet needs to be replaced,” two Kansas lawmakers send that 

message out to the president's budget director.  Senator Pat Roberts and Congressman Todd Tiahrt sent a 

letter to budget director Peter Orzsag inviting him to fly on a tanker to Wichita, so he can experience the 

need.  Earlier this week, the lawmakers opposed a proposal to delay the tanker deal by five years. They also 

say the tanker should be built by American workers. 

 

03/13/09 

10pm 

The Attorney General warns Kansans of a scam involving the economic stimulus.  The AG's office say the 

scam tries to convince people they are eligible for a portion of the 787 billion dollar recovery plan.  It's 

actually an attempt to steal money and in some cases a person's identity.  Pop-up ads on websites claim 

people can access stimulus funds for a small fee.  Other scams involve emails telling people to provide 

bank information to get the funds.  If you've received one of these emails or believe you've fallen victim to 

a scam contact the Attorney General's office. 
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03/14/09 

10pm 

A Louisiana couple has big plans for Greensburg the town and the horse.  Tammy and Chad Hassenpflug 

raise horses.  They plan to sell a 2-year-old thoroughbred horse named Greensburg and donate half the 

proceeds to the town.  The Hassenpflug's named the horse Greensburg after seeing a TV show about the 

town which is still rebuilding from the May 2007 tornado.  The horse will be sold at auction March 22nd.  

He's expected to bring in several thousand dollars. 

 

03/16/09 

6pm 

Kansas railroads will get three million dollars for projects this summer.  The money will come from the 

378-million dollars in transportation funds the state expects to receive from the federal stimulus package.     

Railroads and local port authorities have until March 23rd to apply for the money.  Kansas Transportation 

Secretary Deb Miller says priority will be given to projects that will help with an area's economic 

development and create jobs this summer. 

 

03/17/09 

5pm 

One Sedgwick County commissioner wants the county to help stimulate the economy.  Today during a staff 

meeting Gwen Welshimer suggested commissioners set aside funding for a potential stimulus package.  

She suggested recycling tax credits or tuition assistance at the National Center for Aviation Training.  

Welshimer said the county needs to be prepared to help in this economy; commissioners didn't vote on the 

issue.  Welshimer said it will be discussed when they start the budget process this spring. 

 

03/18/09 

10pm 

The fate of the Air Force tankers is still up in the air but new tonight the Secretary of Defense nixes one 

idea.  The tanker deal would replace this old KC 135‟s.  Secretary Robert Gates said he does not want to 

see the tanker contract split between Boeing and its European rival.  Gates calls that idea bad policy.  

Congressman Todd Tiahrt calls the idea of splitting the tanker a political move he's also fighting against 

possibly delaying bidding on the tankers. 

 

03/20/09 

10pm 

The post office plans to offer early retirement to 150-thousand workers.  Declining mail volume and rising 

costs have hit the postal service hard in recent years.  The agency lost nearly 3-billion dollars last year. 

Greater losses are expected this year.  The postal service also plans to close under-performing offices 

across the country.  New postal rates go into effect this summer.  The cost of a first-class stamp will jump 

to 44-cents beginning may first. 

 

03/23/09 

10pm 

Wall Street cheers today, after hearing the president's plan to fix banks.  The Dow closed up almost 500 

points, its biggest gain in months.  Investors liked the idea from the treasury secretary to help banks get rid 

of so-called toxic assets, like bad mortgages.  The government would use bailout money and billions from 

private investors to buy those bad assets, hoping that will help banks to start lending again.  The purchases 

could add up to one trillion dollars. 
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03/24/09 

6pm 

For many Kansas teens, summer break means getting a summer job.  With 30-percent fewer jobs, Kansas 

teens need to stand out to get hired.  That's the purpose of a new YMCA program for 15 to 17 year olds.  

The 12 week class teaches the teens how to be good applicants and good employees.  Then, this summer, 

they‟ll be placed in jobs at various local companies, all funded by a 70 thousand dollar grant from the Fred 

and Mary Koch foundation.  Basically, you learn how to dress for an interview, good work ethics such as 

punctuality and customer service.  Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas is putting kids to work 

also.  Federal stimulus money will fund up to 500 summer jobs for 14 to 24 year olds.  You can apply 

online.  Find the link at our website, KWCH dot com. 

 

03/25/09 

6pm 

Some laid off workers from area aviation companies are banding together.  June McMillan lost her job at 

Hawker Beechcraft in Wichita when the company did away with its Continuous Improvement Department.  

She says she's been contacted by other people in her field who've also been laid off.  Now, she's organizing 

an association to help them find new work, “I hope that people find some jobs or leads out of this, but most 

importantly I hope we have an association that in the future anyone can turn to when layoffs of this nature 

happen."  Today, group members held their first meeting talking with some prospective employers and 

sharing their resumes. 

 

03/29/09 

10pm 

Fewer people are gambling on the lottery.  The Kansas Lottery said sales are down across the board.  Sales 

of Powerball tickets dropped 12-percent from this time last year.  S lottery spokeswoman said people cut 

back on non-essential items during a recession.  However the lottery says sales bounce back when prizes 

top 100-million dollars. 

 

03/30/09 

6pm 

Smokers have been paying higher prices for almost a month but the tax on tobacco doesn't kick in until 

Wednesday at midnight.  That money will provide more children in the U.S. with health insurance.  And    

smokers aren't happy to be the only ones footing the bill. 

 

03/31/09 

10pm 

They admit it has to lay off more people, but tonight Cessna workers still don't know how many.  Cessna 

announced today it's not done cutting jobs despite thousands of layoffs already.  And workers once again 

wonder, are they next?  Eyewitness News Aviation Reporter Megan Strader continues our coverage with 

the latest.   

“My shift change Tuesday afternoon.”  Some Cessna employees left shocked while others went home 

dealing with what they say they knew was coming.  An email explained to these employees that yet another 

round of layoffs would hit the company in the coming months.  Adding to the already 46 hundred cuts that 

have been made since November but the email left out how many this latest round would affect.  “Hope for 

the best but prepare for the worst”, was cliché to these workers.  In Wichita, I‟m Megan Strader, KWCH-

TV 12 Eyewitness News. 
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01/02/09 

6pm 

A Wichita lawmaker wants students to know how to handle money.  Melody McCray-Miller is working on 

a proposal that schools teach students in kindergarten through 12th grade about personal finance and make 

it a requirement for high school graduation.  A law already requires the state board of education to develop 

guidelines for it.  A department survey shows most teachers don't teach the subject. 

 

01/04/09 

10pm 

Wichita students head back to school tomorrow after winter break.  Most of them anyway; only teachers 

and staff from Hamilton Middle School will return to the classroom tomorrow.  Students return on Tuesday 

a day late because of repairs to the school.  Sixth graders will go back to Hamilton but 7th and 8th graders 

are moving to Longfellow school.  More information for parents is posted on our website at 

www.kwch.com  

 

01/06/09 

6pm 

About 300 students in Wichita went back to the classroom today but in a different school.  The students 

usually go to Hamilton Middle School but today many took buses about a mile away to Longfellow School.  

That's because during the winter break the district was doing some repair work and found some structural 

problems with the old part of Hamilton.  So while workers fix the problems 6th graders are staying in the 

new part of Hamilton and 7th and 8th graders are going to Longfellow School.  The district expects 

students to be at Longfellow for the rest of this school year but they could go back sooner if repairs are 

finished. 

 

01/13/09 

5pm 

Big changes could be coming for elementary school kids in Arlington and Sylvia.  The schools are in the 

same district.  Officials are putting a nine million dollar bond on the April ballot that would consolidate 

elementary schools in Arlington and Sylvia.  A new school for all the kids would be built in Langdon.    

School board members say high maintenance costs, declining enrollment numbers, and rising costs 

prompted the decision.  The bond will be up for vote on April 7th. 

 

01/15/09 

10pm 

All Kansas universities and college have a challenge; they have to cut three percent out of this year's budget    

possibly more next year.  But schools are using little ways to find a lot of money.  Eyewitness News 

Reporter Rebecca Gannon joins us to explain.  “The Board of Regents estimates budget cuts will cost 

colleges and universities 24 point three million dollars and if this continues into next year that could 

double.   But rather than cut programs or classes; many schools I spoke with want to cut out smaller 

expenses that will add up.  On the Butler Community College Campus, the school thinks it may replace 

computers every five or six years, instead of four and just do a lot of repairs in-between.  The school said 

its vehicle fleet will stay on the road longer.  The student body president said times are tight everywhere, 

but the students probably won't even notices the cut backs happening around them.  Zrubek says many 

students chose Butler because it costs less than four year schools; and small changes shouldn't affect them 

much.  I spoke with several schools today about their proposed cutbacks; all said the last thing they wanted 

to do was cut back on staff or classes.  Go to www.kwch.com for a list of ways other schools are looking to 

cut back. 
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01/16/09 

10pm 

 No state money no school bond; that message from the Dodge City school district.  Voters will decide 

whether to pass a nearly 60 million dollar bond issue later this month.  If it passes the money will be used 

to renovate and expand school buildings.  In addition to local taxpayers... the state is supposed to pay for 

about half of the project.  Because of the budget shortfall lawmakers are considering whether to stop paying 

for two years.  That's why school officials say even if it passes...they'll scrap the bond issue without state 

money.  Wichita voters approved a 370 million dollar school bond last November.  School officials say 

even without state funds... the projects will go forward.  Local taxpayers will have to make up the 

difference. 

 

01/19/09 

6pm 

The 2009 Teacher of the Year was presented with keys to her new car today.  Cindy Couchman was voted 

teacher of year back in November.  Today they presented her with the keys to a 2009 Chrysler Sebring to 

use in her travels across the state.  In addition to a six month lease on the car she got fifteen hundred dollars 

in ethanol gasoline.  She said that she couldn't have gotten this award without the help of everyone in the 

Buhler School district.  In the first half of the year she is expected to travel more than fifteen thousand 

miles as she represents Kansas teachers in various conferences. 

 

01/20/09 

10pm 

When a college classroom gathered to watch the inauguration one student said she was so offended by her 

instructor's behavior and she walked out.  New at 10...that instructor at the Wichita Technical Institute is on 

administrative leave accused of making offensive remarks during President Obama's Inauguration speech.  

Eyewitness News Reporter Rebecca Gannon spoke with the student, who says she was so upset, she filed a 

complaint against him.  A computer networking class at Wichita Technical Institute watched the 

inauguration but student Danyeal Jackson said she didn't just hear the 44th president give his speech; she 

also heard her instructor gave a play by play, mocking Obama's words.  The remarks upset her so much, 

she left class early.  Barry Mannion of Wichita Technical Institute says the school trains its instructors on 

how to handle a classroom.  Danyeal has one more class to pass to get her degree; not in politics, not in 

history, but in technology.  We called the WTI instructor this evening, but he did not return our phone call.  

He is currently on administrative leave while the school investigates Jackson's complaint.  WTI said this is 

the first time someone has filed a complaint against him. 

 

01/21/09 

10pm 

New at 10…a Wichita school bus driver is fired.  A mother accuses him of fondling a girl for months.  A 

spokeswoman for Wichita schools tells us the girl's mom took the accusations against the 73-year-old 

driver to the principal.  The driver worked for Durham School Services. 

 

01/22/09 

10pm 

This historic Kansas school has new owners.  The Sumner school building in Topeka was at the center of 

the Brown versus board of Education Supreme Court ruling in 1954; it ended segregation in public schools.  

The school is now on the national list of endangered buildings.  The winning bid was 89 thousand dollars.  

It came from a group that plans to turn it into a multi-purpose center including employment assistance, 

counseling and a 24-hour day care center. 
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1/25/09 

10pm 

KU will likely cut back on its use of private planes.  The school spends 7-hundred thousand dollars a year 

to keep its two planes flying.  Most of that money comes from the state.  Now individual departments may 

have to cut back on flights because of budget cuts.  The planes are mostly used by the KU Medical Center, 

the athletics department, the provost and the chancellor. 

 

01/27/09 

5pm 

A new 35 million dollar high school and a 20 million dollar school for kids kindergarten through 8th grade.  

Both will go in northeast Wichita; two of the first projects Wichita schools plan to build with the bond 

money.  It's the latest in the 370 million dollar bond issue Wichita voters approved.  Today the school 

district laid out its plans and it includes more than 100 projects.  It's divided the projects into two phases.  

Here's a look at what's included in the first phase.  First the two new schools we told you about; a planned 

addition to Heights worth more than 15 million, an almost eight million dollar addition to East Highand 

Spaght Elementary will also get a six million dollar addition in the first phase.  A new k-8 school for the 

southeast part of town will come later in the first phase.  To see all the plans, go to our website at 

www.kwch.com and look under Top Stories. 

 

02/03/09 

10pm 

Parents in a western Kansas town have to adjust their schedules; new at 10, they learn starting tomorrow 

students in Dighton will be in class for an extra 25 minutes a day.  The idea is to save money by shortening 

the school year, dismissing May 1
st
 21 days earlier than usual.  Last week we told you another school 

district is considering a similar plan.  Renwick which covers Colwich, Garden Plain and Andale would 

extend the school day by an hour so it can end the school year two weeks early.  The school board could 

vote on that plan tomorrow. 

 

02/04/09 

10pm 

Despite fears of budget cuts the school board in Renwick votes tonight not to lengthen school days by an 

hour.  Renwick covers schools in Colwich, Andale and Garden Plain.  The superintendent tells us school 

will still let out for summer early but only by a few days.  That will depend on when the district reaches the 

minimum requirements.  School officials hope a shorter year will save money on fuel for school busses and 

energy for the buildings. 

 

02/09/09 

10pm 

Wichita school board members go over a list of candidates for the superintendent job.  A consulting firm 

presented the list of 6 to 10 people to the school board in an executive session tonight; the names are not 

released.  The superintendent will oversee a 605-million dollar budget and the bond issue. 

 

02/11/09 

5pm 

Kansas State now has a new President.  The Kansas Board of Regents announced Kirk Schulz today.  

Schulz served as a Vice President at Mississippi State University.  He was the only remaining candidate 

after 2 others dropped out.  He'll begin work in Manhattan in July. 

 

02/12/09 

6pm 

Parents and community members are speaking out against further cuts to the arts in Topeka public schools.   

The arts are not directly tied to standardize testing, which is tied to school funding.  Parents say they are 

concerned about their children getting a well rounded education.  Reducing fine arts programs is just one of 

nearly 100 cuts proposed at Topeka schools. 
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02/13/09 

10pm 

The Kansas Board of Regents could soon have a say in who gets into college and who doesn't.  Lawmakers 

are considering a bill that would put the board in charge of admissions standards at state schools.  Some 

lawmakers oppose the idea.  They fear KU or K-State could be favored over smaller schools like Emporia 

State or Fort Hays.  The House Higher Education Committee is expected to vote on the bill Monday. 

 

02/18/09 

5pm 

We have the latest on Wichita's search for a superintendent.  The district is saying it should have a new 

superintendent next month.  District officials say a decision will be made by mid March.  School board 

member Lynn Rogers says right now there are no finalists, but the board is doing follow up interviews with 

three people.  The position has been open since Winston Brooks left for a job in New Mexico last summer.   

 

02/19/09 

10pm 

Wichita parents got information on the district's schools tonight at the Choice's Fair a one-stop shop.  

Parents can look at all the options of schools.  Some moms and dads talked to representatives from Mueller 

Elementary wondering it if it's the right fit for their kids.  It's going to be a magnet school next year, 

focusing on aerospace and engineering.  If you want your kid to attend a magnet school next year, you need 

to fill out an application.  For most schools you must do that by March tenth.  Go to www.kwch.com for a 

link to those forms just click on the choices fair story on tonight's homepage. 

 

02/21/09 

6pm 

Continuing coverage tonight of Wichita's search for a new superintendent.  The Wichita School Board has 

spent the past few weeks interviewing candidates.  The board will identify the finalists next week.  Once 

they are named the public will have a chance to ask them questions during a series of town hall meetings.  

The district is looking for a permanent replacement for Winston Brooks.  He left Wichita last year to 

become head of the Albuquerque public schools.  Wichita hopes to name a new superintendent by the 

middle of next month. 

 

02/22/09 

10pm 

Her work has generated worldwide attention.  Now a Wichita teacher is about to be rewarded.  The College 

Board has named Janice Crowley the National Advanced Placement Teacher of the Year.  She was chosen 

from 50 finalists, one from each state.  Crowley is the head of the Science Department at Wichita's 

Collegiate School.  Her students' research has been published in science journals and magazines.  The 

school will hold an assembly to honor Crowley tomorrow morning. 

 

02/23/09 

10pm 

The school board in Maize decides against changing the school day to save money.  Members just got out 

of the meeting; they voted against switching to a traditional seven-period day at the high school and will 

stay on a block schedule instead.  They considered whether a new schedule would mean less staff.  The 

school board then asked administrators to put together a taskforce to study different schedules for later 

school years. 
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02/24/09 

10pm 

 They've been searching for months; new at 10 we learn Wichita school board members will announce the 

finalists for the superintendent job Friday afternoon.  Then Saturday students, teachers and the public can 

meet the finalists and ask questions in separate meetings.  The school board will meet again Saturday night 

and they could then vote for a new superintendent.  Go to www.kwch.com for all the meeting times and 

locations. 

 

02/26/09 

10pm 

New at ten tonight...students in Newton will get an early start to their weekend.  The district has cancelled 

school tomorrow; but not everyone gets the day off.  Teachers and administrators will meet to find ways of 

trimming around 5-million dollars from the district's budget. 

 

02/27/09 

6pm 

The students may have had the day off, but the faculty and staff at Newton schools had homework of their 

own.  District officials held an emergency meeting, looking to trim almost 5 million dollars from the 

budget.  Some of the suggestions include lengthening the school day or having class year round, going 

paperless, and doing more to conserve resources.  No word on when the school board will vote on any of 

these suggestions. 

 

02/28/09 

9am 

It's a process a year in the making and today we could know who will be the next superintendent of Wichita 

public schools.  The Wichita school board has announced two finalists for the job, John Allison is the 

current Superintendent of a Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania suburb and Denise Wren is the current Assistant 

Superintendent for high schools in Wichita.  Board members say they spent the last year looking for a 

qualified replacement for Winston Brooks.  They said these two candidates stood out because of their 

concern for children, their experience in urban areas, and their ties to the state.  Today the board will hold 

question and answer sessions with the candidates.  The session for high school students starts at eleven,     

parents, other students and community members can ask questions from one to four this afternoon.  For 

more information about the candidates including their complete biographies, go to www.kwch.com   

Eyewitness news will have a crew at today's meetings look for our reports tonight during Eyewitness News 

at six and ten. 

 

03/01/09 

10pm 

The Wichita school board will likely decide on a new superintendent tomorrow.  The board will hold a 

special meeting at five o-clock at North High.  Members will choose between Denise Wren and John 

Allison.  Wren is the Assistant Superintendent for high schools in Wichita.  Allison is the Superintendent of 

schools in Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  Hundreds of people attended question and answer sessions with 

the two finalists on Saturday.  Participants filled out surveys about each candidate.  The school board then 

met behind closed doors for two hours but did not make a decision.  The district has been without a 

permanent superintendent since Winston Brooks left for Albuquerque last year. 

 

03/02/09 

10pm 

Doug Powers is the new Superintendent for Maize schools.  Powers currently serves as the Superintendent 

of Marysville in Northeast Kansas.  Three candidates toured maize schools before the board decided on 

Powers.  Powers says he is excited to work in a district that is committed to providing great education.  His 

new jobs start in July. 
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03/07/09 

10pm 

Some Kansas colleges report high enrollment numbers for spring and high retention rates despite the 

economy.  Bethany College expects the largest class since spring 2005.  That's an 8-point-5 percent 

increase over its spring 2008 enrollment.  McPherson College says their head count for the spring semester 

is one of the largest in more than three decades.  The school had a 91 percent retention rate from fall to 

spring semester.  

 

03/08/09 

10pm 

Chapman residents will vote next month on a bond that will pay to rebuild three public schools.  A tornado 

ripped through the town last June, one person was killed and school buildings were destroyed.  Students 

have attended class in mobile units since last summer.  If the 8-point-2 million dollar bond is approved, a 

new elementary school and education center will be built.  The middle and high schools will also be 

repaired.   Without the schools, bond supporters say people will move away.  Residents will vote on April 

7th.  

 

03/11/09 

10pm 

A Salina school cancels classes because the heater broke down.  The principal for Salina Christian 

Academy tells us .there will be no school tomorrow crews have to repair the heater; 164 students attend the 

school. 

 

03/12/09 

6pm 

The Kansas Board of Regents approves a plan to freeze state university tuition costs.  But, that depends on 

the Legislature demanding no more than a 7-percent budget reduction, and the state receiving money from 

the federal bailout plan.  The regents say the plan would also address building maintenance projects which 

have been put on hold. 

 

03/19/09 

10pm 

A group of Halstead high school students leaves tomorrow on trip they've been working toward for a year 

and half.  The Halstead choir is one of only six high schools invited to perform next week at Carnegie Hall 

in New York.  It's the second time in four years they've received an invitation.  Members spent much of 

today finishing up last minute details and planning for another big part of the trip...the chance to sing on the 

c-b-s early show Monday morning.  The choir is expected to sing during a weather segment during the 8:00 

of the early show right here on KWCH 12. 

 

03/23/09 

10pm 

A frustrated mom stands on her porch and watches speeders tear through the school zone.  She's fed up, so 

she called us for help.  This week, In the Zone goes "outside" the Sedgwick County limits.  Eyewitness 

news reporter Brian Heap took his radar gun to Conway Springs to see if drivers slow down. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

More than 100 Wichita high school students meet with district leaders.  This was the sixth year for what's 

called "super sack."  A group of students from each Wichita high school had lunch with interim 

Superintendent Martin Libhart.  From academics to communication, they talked about what things are 

being done well at their schools and what needs improvement.  “You learn a lot that the district is listening 

to our views and the issues we put out, a lot of good came out of the six years that we've done it," said one 

participant.  The Wichita School Board will use the information collected from this year's meeting to 

consider where to make any changes. 
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03/25/09 

5pm 

Your tax dollars will soon be put to work bids for improvements at Wichita schools were due just a couple 

hours ago.  It is part of the bond issue Wichita passed in November.  About 70 million dollars will pay for 

athletic facilities like this football field at Heights High School.  Proposals on turf work on five football 

fields were due today.  The school board will have to choose a winning bid.  Work on the fields could begin 

by June. 

 

03/26/09 

10pm 

Schools across western Kansas started cancelling classes for tomorrow early this afternoon.  Dodge City 

was among the first.  The superintendent tells us after consulting with meteorologists he wanted to give 

parents extra time to plan on having their kid‟s home in the morning.  Students are thrilled.  Kids are 

excited not to have the school but I would wager that by the time they get up and about half way through 

the morning they'll be looking for something to do. 
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01/08/09 

5pm 

Hundreds of area homeowners may have to buy flood insurance if changes aren't made to the big ditch.  As 

we told you last night at 10, FEMA wants to recertify the levy system surrounding the big ditch and 

Sedgwick County will miss the deadline.  It's a new process they started after Hurricane Katrina.  In 

Sedgwick County there are four areas that need to be improved and if they're not done soon homeowners 

living near there would need flood insurance.  The county and city of Wichita are working to get the repairs 

done before FEMA draws new flood maps in the next two years.  Tonight at six we'll give you a better look 

at the areas impacted and what needs to be done to meet FEMA requirements. 

 

01/09/09 

10pm 

If a new group gets its way, more jobs will come to Kansas; the eco-friendly kind.  The Blue Green 

Alliance says Kansas could get 11-thousand manufacturing jobs in the renewable energy field.  The 

alliance suggests using local industries to build things, like the turbines for Kansas wind farms.  The groups 

in the alliance include: the united auto workers union, united steelworkers, the Kansas farmers union, and 

the Sierra Club. 

 

01/10/09 

10pm 

Going green just got a lot tougher in Augusta.  The city's recycling program will no longer accept plastic.  

That's because the Wichita facility that takes Augusta's recyclables is full.  That means people will have to 

do something else with their plastic bags, milk jugs and pop bottles.  The head of Augusta's Public Works 

said it could be six months before people can drop off their plastics.  The city will continue to take 

cardboard, paper and glass.  The recycling facility is open every Saturday from eight until three thirty. 

 

01/11/09 

10pm 

If you've thought the past few years have been wetter than usual, you're right.  Ninety-one inches of rain 

and snow fell in Wichita in 2007 and 2008.  The previous record was 81-inches back in the 50's.  That 

difference amounts to one day's rainfall on September 12; more than 10-inches of rain fell, flooding 

neighborhoods and stranding drivers.  Experts say it's too early to tell if the soggy weather is a sign of a 

greater climate change or just two really wet years. 

 

01/12/09 

10pm 

Blame the wind for keeping Sedgwick County firefighters on alert all day.  They warn of extreme fire 

danger because of the low humidity and harsh winds.  Paul Williams knows the risk; two years ago a 

grassfire sparked by a cigarette leveled his home in a north Wichita neighborhood.  Fire crews fought eight 

grassfires in Sedgwick County today. 

 

01/23/09 

8am 

Sedgwick County is giving you a chance to get rid of your old electronics today.  Starting in just half an 

hour you can take them to the Kansas Coliseum.  The county is expecting up to 30 semi loads of e-waste 

from the recycling event.  But if you're dropping off a computer, wipe your hard drive first.  You can 

download a free program from the internet that will wipe personal information, off the drive or have a 

professional wipe it for you.  If nothing else, experts say you can always smash it with a hammer.  Today's 

event goes from 9am until 4pm.  
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01/24/09 

10pm 

People hoping to recycle their electronics found long lines at the Kansas Coliseum.  Around two-thousand 

vehicles came to a Kansas Coliseum Pavilion for the Sedgwick County's E-Waste collection drive.  They 

only expected one-thousand.  Several people called the Eyewitness Newsroom complaining about long 

lines; the county was collecting used computers, televisions, cell phones, stereos and other electronics. 

 

01/26/09 

6pm 

Here's a look at the snow falling in Hays.  You can see there isn't much snow yet; Ross tells us they should 

be seeing spots of snow but nothing very heavy.  And here in Dodge there's a little bit more on the ground, 

but again nothing extremely heavy. 

 

01/27/09 

6pm 

Rock just opened up in the last hour and road crews came through and put more sand on the road.  Lots of 

accidents around the area and many of them right here on Rock Road.  In the last three hours we've seen 

several accidents because many people are driving to fast for the conditions.  That's what happened here at 

Polo and Rock.  Several cars piled up and while no one was hurt, the same can't be said for the cars.  Tow 

companies say this weather and these roads will keep them busy.  Take a look at this accident in Derby at  

K-15 and Meadowlark and a vehicle lost control hit another vehicle.  Paramedics took both drivers to the 

hospital; one with potential life threatening condition.  Don't be on the roads if you don't have to and if you 

have to be careful.   

 

01/28/09 

5pm 

Crews from Westar are heading to Missouri and Kentucky to help restore power; more than 150 employees 

and contractors from this area left this morning.  A winter storm blamed for at least 20 deaths is also to 

blame for widespread power failures across the southern plains.  Nearly a million people are without 

electricity right now.  Tree limbs encased in ice have come crashing onto power lines.  The crews from 

Wichita could be gone for two weeks helping get the lights back on.  

 

02/02/09 

10pm 

Without rain or snow, some wheat farmers could lose most of their crop.  Farmer Bob Hay says a cold snap 

in late October and the recent lack of moisture is drying up what little wheat he has.  Hay said he will have 

to irrigate 6-hundred acres of wheat to try and save the crop.  Hay will have to wait until the end of March 

before he'll know if crop insurance will cover the loss.  It could cover as much as 75 percent of his loss.  

The policy would pay eight dollars and seventy-seven cents a bushel about three dollars more a bushel than 

what he could sell it for right now. 

 

02/03/09 

10pm 

Dry fields and high winds mean no burning allowed.  Wichita issued a burn ban today; banning all outdoor 

burning.  Sedgwick County and Harvey County issued their bans yesterday.   

 

02/05/09 

6pm 

Westar comes under fire from the Federal government for violating Federal air quality laws.  The 
lawsuit says Westar made major modifications to a coal-fired plant in St. Mary’s but never 
updated the plant's pollution control equipment.  The lawsuit asks the court to force Westar to 
install the new equipment and potentially pay millions in fines.  Westar defends its record, saying 
it has invested almost $500 million in recent years to cut its emissions and plans to invest another 
$1 billion over the next five years. 
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02/06/09 

10pm 

Strong winds and record temperatures helped fuel this grass fire near Augusta.  Investigators say the fire is 

suspicious.  It burned about 100 acres this afternoon.  Butler County is not under a burn ban however 

Sedgwick and Harvey Counties are due to the dry conditions. 

 

02/07/09 

5pm 

15 hundred Wichitans just started recycling because it earns them discounts where they shop.  Louise 

Holden's recycled for years...but recently switched over to the Recycle-bank program.  For every pound she 

recycles she earns points for coupons and gift cards.  Waste Connections started recycle-bank this month 

hoping to encourage more people to recycle.  Holden likes it because she can now put glass and every kind 

of plastic in her bin which adds up to more points.  Recycle bins are weighed at pick up.  An electronic ID 

tag stores the information and then it's uploaded to each customer‟s account. 

 

02/09/09 

10pm 

“This enormous wind came though this morning.  And the pine tree was flying.  We heard a big thud.  It's 

completely gone, unbelievable I never saw anything like it.”  This is what a farmer in Osage County found 

this morning.  The damage strong winds left behind; the winds blew away his barn and that's not all; up to 

70-mile-an-hour gusts also peeled off part of the roof at the high school gym in Lyndon.  Roofers now plan 

to fix the damage by Friday in time for the basketball game. 

 

02/11/09 

5pm 

Reno County will no longer be spraying for mosquitoes.  The county commission voted to stop the service 

this morning.  Jay Burns, Director of the Noxious Weed Department says his spraying service was only 

serving about 9 percent of Reno residents.  Burns says the county also doesn't have enough money to 

replace failing equipment.  He estimates new equipment would cost 13-thousand dollars. 

 

02/17/09 

10pm 

You've heard the warnings; dry and windy conditions can quickly turn a spark into a huge fire and that's 

exactly what happened in Pratt today.  It took only minutes for a fire in a field to force evacuations at 

businesses and homes.  Here, you can see firefighters spraying down dead grass only feet from Pratt's Wal-

Mart.  Wal-Mart, the body shop and two homes were also evacuated during the fire but no damage was 

done to any buildings. 

 

02/18/09 

10pm 

Dry conditions are still a danger; a grass fire broke out near the town of Douglass this afternoon.  Butler 

County fire crews got things under control in about an hour ago.  The fire burned 160 acres and threatened 

three homes and a barn but none was damaged. 

 

02/24/09 

6pm 

The dry conditions have led to burn bans in a number of Kansas counties; they include Butler, Harvey, 

Kingman, Ford, Reno, Saline and Marion.  Even if there is not a burn ban where you live fire officials still 

discourage outdoor burning because of the dry conditions. 
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02/25/09 

10pm 

The fight over coal plants in Kansas has been going on for more than year.  New at 10…Governor Sebelius 

said if a bill to build coal plants near Holcomb makes it to her desk, it won't go any farther.  The House 

plans to debate the bill tomorrow.  Not only would it allow the coal plants it would also restrict the power 

of the secretary of health and environment.  Sebelius vetoed three similar bills last year.  She insists that 

any provisions in the plan to promote renewable energy are weak while Republicans say they're frustrated 

she's standing in the way of good energy policy. 

 

03/02/09 

6pm 

Wind power will be providing electricity to Hartman Arena in Park City.  This turbine was installed last 

week.  It provides electricity to the arena on days when there are no events. 

 

03/04/09 

5pm 

It doesn't take much for a grass fire to get out of control in this dry weather.  New at 5pm…crews were able 

to get this one near 21st and Rock out quickly this afternoon.  At one point those at the scene saw the fire 

spreading to nearby buildings.  They were able to get it knocked out before it got there. 

 

03/05/09 

10pm 

We warned you about the danger of fires and new at 10, proof of how easily they can happen.  Take a look 

at these pictures of a grass fire near Topeka.  Firefighters spent much of the evening there trying to get it 

under control.  The fire's still burning in the dry bed of what used to be Silver Lake.  At some point it 

threatened a day care and church.  Much of the state is under a fire warning; crews say just a small spark 

could quickly spread and many counties have burn bans in effect.  The Kansas Forest Service says, in two 

months 13-thousand acres in Kansas have burned.  It cost fire departments more than 100-thousand dollars 

to hose them down.  Experts say we need at least two to four inches of rain to cut down the danger. 

 

03/06/09 

5pm 

Fire trucks in Lawrence are now green; the city is installing solar panels on the roofs of its trucks and 

ambulances.  The solar energy will power batteries for the electronic systems inside; that will make it 

possible to use everything inside without the engine running.  The city says it will reduce fuel emissions 

and use.  It costs 500 dollars to outfit each truck with the solar panels.  The city says the panels will pay for 

themselves within two years.    

 

03/09/09 

10pm 

Our Storm Team 12 chasers were out during the storms earlier this evening and this is what they caught on 

camera in Sumner County.  They were looking to the south of Caldwell; in the distance they saw a wall 

cloud and possible funnels.  Sumner County dispatchers tell us this storm didn't do any damage but it did 

knock out power for some near Conway Springs. 

 

03/12/09 

6pm 

Students at Colwich Elementary School celebrate saving energy, with ice cream.  Today, they wrapped up a 

week of keeping "energy saver" diaries.  They came up with almost five-thousand different ways to save 

energy, from turning off lights to turning off electronics when they're not being used.  The project is part of 

Westar Energy's "Colwich Switch" program.  That's a yearlong study to look at the community-wide effects 

of energy-saving measures. 
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03/16/09 

10pm 

Fire crews spend hours fighting a grass fire and they said putting it out could have been a lot easier if there 

wasn't so much trash around.  The fire broke out after six in what firefighters call a dumping ground near 

127th Street East and 61St North.  Wichita and Benton were the other two fire crews that helped assist on 

fighting the fire. 

 

03/17/09 

6am 

As the dry weather continues, some counties continue burn bans.  The counties highlighted on this map are 

under a burn ban.  Harvey County is re-instating a burn ban; it is in effect until next Monday.  Barton 

County also extended its ban until next Monday at noon.  If you need to do agriculture burning, you should 

call your local fire chief for more information. 

 

03/18/09 

6pm 

Burn bans are back in effect for both the city of Wichita and Sedgwick County.  Officials want to avoid 

scenes like this yesterday; grass fires and controlled burns going out of control.  It's all because of dry grass 

and lack of rain.  They say that has made the fire danger too high for any outdoor burning. 

 

03/20/09 

10pm 

A grass fire spreads to a building in north Wichita.  The fire started just before six tonight in the 5-hundred 

block of east 21st.  Flames burned a shed attached to Auto Inn Towing.  Crews quickly put the fire out.  No 

one was hurt and there's no word on a cause. 

 

03/23/09 

6pm 

In Hutchinson, emergency crews had to shut down part of Main Street because the wind's blowing debris 

on the road.  The Wiley Building lost sheet metal off its side and rocks flew off the roofs breaking some 

windows.  Emergency management says its recorded winds as high as 60 miles an hour.  Main Street was 

reopened after a few hours. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

Some babies are safe, after their home is destroyed by yesterday's high winds.  The Eagle Valley Raptor 

Center rescued six baby Great Horn Owls yesterday. They were blown from their nests by the high winds. 

Center director Ken Lockwood says these two were rescued from a cemetery in Wellington.  Lockwood 

tells us they'll keep the owls until they're old enough to be released into the wild.  That's in about two 

months. 

 

03/25/09 

6pm 

The snow and cold in the forecast come at a bad time for area gardeners.  It's warmed up enough that trees 

and flowers are starting to green up.  We checked with Mark Matney from Tree Top Nursery and  he says 

while the snow won't hurt emerging plants, but freezing temperatures will, “The options are to do nothing 

and just hope for the best, or we can cover them with a row cover or blanket or whatever you have lying 

around the house.  But we don't want to cover them with plastic, it gets as cold as the outside temperature 

and then it causes problems."  Since budding trees are too big to cover, Matney says the best thing to do is 

to just make sure they are well watered.  The snow could be good news for farmers especially in Southwest 

Kansas.  Matney says snowfall would help provide winter wheat crops with some much needed moisture. 
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03/26/09 

10pm 

Freezing temperatures aren't the worry at Wichita's Botanica; the heavy snow is.  Nearly 50-thousand tulips 

at Botanica are in bloom, weeks early because of the recent warm weather.  While the flowers like cooler 

temps. heavy snow could damage the stems.  For your plants at home there's not much you should do.  

Botanica's landscape supervisor says most of what's blooming now should be hardy enough to survive 

some snow.  If you do cover outdoor plants be careful of what you use; with heavy snow, covers can 

collapse and harm the plants. 

 

03/30/09 

10pm 

The snow may be melting but its effects linger tonight; check this out, the roof at Central Christian High 

School in Hutchinson has collapsed under the weight of the snow.  One parent brought her kids to show 

them why they had the day off.  Central Christian will be closed again tomorrow. 

 

03/31/09 

10pm 

The government will set up a testing center at a Wichita school after it sees an increase in a specific toxin in 

the air.  But tonight the principal at Colvin Elementary said parents shouldn't be worried.  The EPA said it's 

found an increase in chromium-six in the air around Colvin so they will test the air at the southeast Wichita 

school for 60 days to learn more.  Parents say they'll be interested in the findings.  The EPA will monitor 62 

schools in the US over the next few months.  Colvin is the only school in Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, 

Nebraska, and Missouri involved in the study. 
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01/01/09 

10pm 

More than 3-hundred cities and towns across the county now have public smoking bans.  And health 

officials say they're making a difference.  A new study found a 40-percent drop in the number of heart 

attacks in non-smokers after smoking was banned in bars, restaurants and indoor workplaces.  The research 

focused on hospital admissions in Pueblo Colorado; in the three years after a ban was enacted.  The Centers 

for Disease Control says the study suggests second hand smoke is more dangerous than most people 

suspect. 

 

01/02/09 

10pm 

Her mother says she was full of life then suddenly an eight-year-old McPherson girl was dead.  Now four 

months later her family still doesn't know why.  The family of Courtney Williams says the little girl became 

violently ill on September 12th.  She died three days later at a Wichita hospital.  Doctors couldn't figure out 

what was wrong.  And so far neither has the Sedgwick County Forensic Center which has yet to complete 

the autopsy.  The Center's Director Timothy Rohrig calls this case unusual.  He says in recent years.  

Staffing has not kept pace with an increased workload.  Rohrig says a cause of death is usually determined 

within 90 days.  As for the Williams family they say without a cause of death they can't collect on 

insurance to pay for medical and burial expenses. 

 

01/03/09 

10pm 

The driver of this car turns himself in after running away from the scene.  Police think the driver was 

speeding when he lost control of his car in the 99-hundred block of East Bayley around 8: 30pm last night.   

The driver told police he ran because he was scared.  One person inside the home was hit by flying debris.     

He suffered only minor injuries. 

 

01/04/09 

10pm 

Troopers say she never saw him.  The Kansas Highway Patrol is investigating a crash that killed a 

Goodland man.  55-year-old David Slater was walking Friday night when a 92-year-old woman hit him 

with her car.  Slater later died at a local hospital.  Troopers say the man stayed at an assisted living center.     

We're told he enjoyed taking walks but often did so at night in dark clothing.  The Highway Patrol does not 

expect any charges will be filed. 

 

01/05/09 

6pm 

A Derby woman arrives home today to discover her husband dead in the driveway.  The man had been 

killed when the car he was working on fell on him.  Police say the man had the car on a scissors jack when 

it somehow failed.  The accident happened sometime between 11 am and 2 pm when the wife arrived 

home.  Police have not released the man's name. 
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01/06/09 

10pm 

New at 10…he says he woke up covered in debris, his head just inches away from a car bumper; we first 

told you about a car that drive into a southeast Wichita home Friday night.  The crash happened at the 

intersection of Bayley and Goebel.  And new tonight the homeowner tells us he doesn't blame the driver.  

Eyewitness News Reporter Rebecca Gannon joins us to explain where he points the finger instead.  “Cindy, 

Jim Miller says he's lucky he only got 11 stitches and that his wife was upstairs when a car drove right into 

their chimney.  Miller can no longer live at his house on South Goebel.  The car took out a gas line, as well 

as a good chunk of the lower level of his home.  But he says he was just waiting for this to happen.  He 

believes the intersection in front of his home is dangerous.”  We spoke with the Wichita Police Department 

this afternoon as well; in the last five years, the city's had one report of a traffic accident at that  

intersection.  As for the driver he turned himself in Saturday morning, he was booked for fleeing the scene 

of an accident. 

 

01/07/09 

5am 

A law set to take effect soon has second hand stores worried they'll be put out of business.  In this 

morning's ConsumerWatch...it's a crack down on lead in children's products.  Toys and clothing sold after 

February 10th must comply with new standards and be certified.  Anything that isn't could be considered 

hazardous.  New products will be certified before they're shipped.  But the cost of doing that is out of reach 

for re-sale shops even your garage sale.  The Safe Kansas Kids Coalition said the intent of the law is to 

keep unsafe toys off shelves and as new products make their way into the system secondhand toys will 

become safer too. 

 

01/08/09 

5pm 

A car crash Wednesday afternoon turns fatal; the crash happened yesterday near Arlington in Reno County.  

The Kansas Highway Patrol says the driver of the car didn't stop and pulled out onto the highway in front 

of a semi.  Three other people who were in the car are still in the hospital, one of them, an 87 year old 

woman, is in critical condition. 

 

01/09/09 

10pm 

Fire investigators can't figure out what triggered a natural gas explosion that blew up a house in west 

Wichita.  The explosion happened this afternoon in the 4-hundred block of North Baehr.  James Chapman 

was at work when he got a call that his house was on fire.  When he arrived home he found his roof on the 

ground and the rest of his house a pile of rubble.  Chapman is upset because two years ago he was 

homeless.  After working and saving he got a house.  There is some good news for Chapman; his dog 

survived the explosion, she was in the yard when it happened. 

 

01/10/09 

10pm 

Investigators said a man smoking in bed caused a deadly fire last night.  The man's roommate came home 

around nine to find smoke and flames coming from the mobile home on South Hydraulic.  An investigator 

says the 64-year-old victim was on oxygen.  Firefighters found him by the front door.  Paramedics rushed 

him to Saint Francis Hospital where he later died.  Investigators won't release the victim's name until his 

family is notified. 
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01/12/09 

10pm 

The first city in Kansas to ban smoking in restaurants; Salina now wants to go further.  New tonight; city 

commissioners approved a first reading of a new ordinance to ban smoking in almost all public places 

including businesses and private clubs.  Commissioners will hear from the public later this month before 

voting on whether to put the plan on the April ballot. 

 

01/13/09 

5pm 

Today is National Amber Alert Awareness Day.  In recognition Kansas Attorney General Steve Six 

released two public service announcements explaining the process.  When a child goes missing and the 

state does not issue an amber alert many people question why; we are running the PSA‟s here on KWCH-

TV.  You can also find it on our website just go to www.kwch.com and look under Top Stories. 

 

01/14/09 

5am 

Ugly or trendy; no matter what you think of Ugg boots doctors say they're hard on your feet.  It's all 

because the boots are flat on the bottom, so they offer little support.  Doctors say Uggs may be worse for 

your feet than high heels because they feel so comfortable people wear them longer.  While they say it's not 

an ideal solution doctors suggest wearing Arch supports with the boots. 

 

01/15/09 

6pm 

Your car could be in danger because of the cold weather; but there's something you can do to save yourself 

from being stuck in the cold.  The first and easiest thing you can do; let your car run for a few minutes after 

you first start it.  You should also check under the hood to make sure you have enough washer fluid, 

coolant, and brake fluid and keep an eye on your tires.  If your car is front-wheel drive put your best tires 

up front.  Just keeping up on these simple tasks can save you lots of money if you do break down.  You also 

need to regularly check your headlights and blinkers just to make sure everything is working right. 

 

01/16/09 

10pm 

Some worry a proposed pond a few miles south of Wichita's Mid-Continent runway could bring more birds 

to the area.  The airport opposes the pond but Sedgwick County commissioners approved it anyway.  Now 

Mid-Continent is working with the county to come up with a plan for all of the land surrounding the 

airport.  Sedgwick County Commissioner Kelly Parks tells us he's now considering trying to stop new 

construction of any ponds, lakes, or sandpits in line with Mid-Continent's runways. 

 

01/17/09 

6pm 

An accident in Cowley County leaves one man dead and injures two others.  It happened last night near 

eighty-fifth Road and 2-hundred-42nd Street.  Police say a Winfield man was speeding when he lost control 

of his vehicle.  He died when the van he was driving flipped.  Deputies say alcohol might be involved but 

are waiting on toxicology reports. 

 

01/18/09 

10pm 

Tonight, we have a snack food recall you should know about; it involves Little Debbie snacks.  Federal 

health officials urge people to avoid eating certain foods containing peanut butter because of a salmonella 

outbreak.  The company that makes the Little Debbie peanut butter toasty crackers and peanut butter cheese 

crackers says no other products pose a risk.  Officials are focusing on peanut paste and peanut butter 

produced at this Georgia facility as the source of the salmonella.  The outbreak is blamed for six deaths and 

more than 470 cases of illness in 43 states. 
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01/19/09 

5pm 

Kellogg pulled products as a precaution; but now confirms salmonella has been found in a package of its 

peanut butter crackers; Austin toasty crackers with peanut butter is one of 16 products Kellogg recalled 

because of concerns about possible contamination.  The company confirmed today-salmonella was found in 

a single package of the crackers.  The salmonella outbreak has killed at least six people-and sickened nearly 

5-hundred people in 43 states. 

 

01/20/09 

6pm 

A man was taken to a Wichita hospital with serious injuries last night after he was sideswiped by a car.    

Officers say the man was crossing Central near Hydraulic around seven last night and he was almost to the 

other side when he was hit by a car.  Police are investigating the accident; the man is still in critical 

condition tonight. 

 

01/21/09 

10pm 

The recall is now up to 1 hundred-25 products being taken off store shelves because they contain peanut 

butter.  The snacks were made at a Georgia plant where tests found salmonella.  The list or recalled items 

include cakes and crackers, granola bars, even dog biscuits.  The outbreak has sickened nearly 5-hundred 

people and contributed to the deaths of six.  7 year old Christopher Menyay was in the hospital fighting to 

survive.  The Menyays are among families filing lawsuits against the Peanut Corporation of America; the 

maker of the peanut butter and peanut paste suspected in the outbreak.  The company has suspended 

production. 

 

01/22/09 

10pm 

It's already a scary and an overwhelming experience; a house fire can become even more emotional if your 

pet gets hurt.  Now Wichita Fire crews say they have the equipment they need to help your littlest friends.  

 

01/23/09 

10pm 

An early morning accident closes a road through Wichita's old town.  Police closed Washington between 

Second and Central while crews replaced utility poles.  A few hours earlier an excavator hit one of the 

power poles knocking it and five others over.  Westar says 20 customers lost power.  The street was re-

opened as soon as the new poles were up and the road was cleared. 

 

01/24/09 

10pm 

Investigators know where this fire started but they don't know how.  The fire started around ten Friday 

night in the 3-hundred block of East Riley.  The Sedgwick County Fire Marshal says the fire began in a 

garage.  Firefighters kept the flames from spreading to the house.  A woman living in the home made it out 

safely.  The fire caused about 90-thousand dollars in damage. 

 

01/25/09 

10pm 

It took Wichita firefighters nearly two hours to put out this fire in College Hill.  The fire started around 

three this afternoon in the 3-hundred block of South Roosevelt.  Crews found smoke and flames coming 

from the attic of the home when they arrived.  The four people inside the home made it out safely.  

Investigators are looking for a cause.  One of the people living in the home says there's a furnace on the 

third floor near where the fire started. 
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01/27/09 

10pm 

New at 10…two of Kansas' biggest universities team-up to fight cancer.  KU and K-State pledged to work 

together to get a national cancer institute designation.  Supporters say getting that designation would bring 

in grant money, research and thousands of jobs.  The deadline to apply for the cancer institute designation 

is 2011. 

 

01/28/09 

10pm 

 New allegations tonight about the salmonella outbreak linked to a Georgia plant; as companies recall even 

more products.  The latest includes an FDA report that said peanut Corp of America knew of the 

contamination but sent out products anyway and never cleaned up the plant after tests showed salmonella.     

Physical inspections of the plant found roaches and mold.  Now lawmakers in Washington want a criminal 

probe.  Georgia lawmakers want new rules requiring internal inspections to be shared with the state.  And 

tonight a recall of all products made in the last two years at the plant as consumers are warned to check 

items for peanut paste in the ingredients. 

 

01/29/09 

6pm 

We have a HealthWatch alert for you tonight...the Sedgwick County health department is investigating an 

outbreak of syphilis.  There have been 24 cases reported in 2008 for the county alone.  Compare that to 53 

cases reported state wide last year.  County health officials tell Eyewitness News that they have identified 

and treated numerous people.  Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease that can kill, if it's not treated.  

Health officials say the time between exposure and symptoms may last 90 days. 

 

 

01/30/09 

10pm 

Three people walk away from a plane crash north of Wichita.  The plane is owned by Rusty Eck Ford took 

off from Jabara Airport around eight this morning.  It made an emergency landing three minutes later in the 

13-thousand block of east 69th Street North.  The plane came to a stop in a small field surrounded by 

homes and power lines.  Authorities believe engine trouble caused the plane to go down but Federal 

investigators will make the final determination.  They were on the scene within hours.  Whatever the cause 

people on the scene credited the pilot who was able to land the plane safely.  There were three people on 

board including the Chief Financial Officer of the corporation, Janet Cerventes.  She was flying along with 

a fellow employee, Buck Leedham, and the pilot Jim Kincaid.  All three are home tonight. 

 

01/31/09 

10pm 

Investigators say a fire that killed a woman early this morning started on the stove.  Rescuers found the 

woman inside this home near Wichita's West High School.  Crews performed CPR and rushed her to a 

hospital but she later died.  The woman's name has not been released and no one else was hurt in the fire. 

 

02/01/09 

10pm 

An autopsy will determine if a body pulled from the Arkansas River is that of a missing South Hutchinson 

man.  People walking near Carey Park in Hutchinson found the body this afternoon.  The Reno County 

Sheriff's Office says the body appears to have been in the water for some time.  Authorities have not made 

a positive ID.  But they say it could be that of a man missing since last fall; forty year-old Shawn Burditt 

was last seen on November 13th.  At the time, investigators searched the area near Carey Park.  Friends 

told Eyewitness News that Burditt had a history of seizures and frequently disappeared for periods of time.  

An autopsy will be done this week. 
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02/02/09 

10pm 

The Better Business Bureau has a warning for Westar customers tonight; the B.B.B. said people have been 

calling customers claiming to work for the power company.  The caller says they can no longer accept 

checks for payment and need to pay their bill with a credit card.  The caller then takes down the person's 

credit card information.  The B.B.B. said the phone call will show as private on caller ID.  When Westar 

Energy calls a customer they are always identified by their name and telephone number. 

 

02/03/09 

10pm 

His story from the inside is disgusting; rats and roaches mixed in with peanuts.  But inspector reports back 

him up.  Meet Jonathan Prather, he used to work for the Peanut Corporation of America, the company at 

the center of a peanut salmonella investigation.  Prather's among 50 people who were let go when the 

company shut down its Georgia plant.  Tonight he remembers what he saw inside the building, holes in the 

roof, rats and lots of roaches.  Prather's the only one to talk on camera about the conditions but inspectors 

support his eyewitness accounts.  Reports show inspectors found roaches in the washroom and mold 

growing on the ceiling.  The salmonella outbreak killed 8 people more than 500 got sick.  It also forced 

companies to recall hundreds of peanut products.  Check www.kwch.com for the list of recalled products. 

 

02/04/09 

5am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...flu season is off to a slow start this winter.  Widespread illness has been 

reported in only two states, Virginia and New Jersey.  But experts say, don't let that fool you; doctors warn 

flu usually ramps up in February. 

 

02/05/09 

5pm 

Pet owners, this may be a good time of year to pay extra attention to your animals.  Veterinarians tell us 

that some people see an increase in urinary problems in their pets this time of year.  Part of it may just be 

that during winter time, you tend to have your pets inside more so you may notice problems.  But there is 

another reason for the increase.  Dr. Payne-Robertson says if your pets exercise a little bit, that will help 

them stay properly hydrated. 

 

 

02/06/09 

10pm 

Strong winds and record temperatures helped fuel this grass fire near Augusta.  Investigators say the fire is 

suspicious.  It burned about 100 acres this afternoon.  Butler County is not under a burn ban however 

Sedgwick and Harvey Counties are due to the dry conditions. 

 

02/07/09 

10pm 

Investigators don't know what caused a deadly fire in Hutchinson this morning.  The fire started just before 

two o'clock in the 7-hundred block of Loch Lommond drive.  When firefighters arrived they found the back 

porch on fire.  Crews went inside and found 54-year-old Janice Jukes.  She died a short time later. 

 

02/08/09 

10pm 

Seat belt laws vary across the country.  Twenty-six states and the District of Columbia have primary seat 

belt laws.  Twenty-two states have secondary laws.  Lawmakers in 15 states including Kansas are 

considering tougher laws to be eligible for millions in federal funding.  Kansas would get 12 million dollars 

if the law changes. 
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02/09/09 

6pm 

Hutchinson fire fighters rescue 54-year-old Janice Jukes from her burning home early Saturday morning 

but she died a short time later at a hospital.  Juke was the Director of Hutchinson's Meals on Wheels 

program.  The fire started just before two o'clock in the 700 block of Loch Lommond Drive.  When crews 

arrived they found flames coming from the back porch of the home.  Investigators say they don't know 

what caused the fire.  

 

02/11/09 

10pm 

A Salina nursing home is cleaning up and treating patients; they found an outbreak of tiny but troublesome 

bugs.  The Health Department said this nursing home reported a case of scabies Monday.  Scabies are small 

microscopic mites that burrow underneath the skin causing itching and a rash.  The most common treatment 

for scabies is a lotion or cream. 

 

02/12/09 

10pm 

We're following a developing story tonight.  Emergency crews rush to Spirit Aerosystems where a worker 

suffered chemical burns.  911 dispatchers tell us the woman was working with some type of chemical when 

it got into her eyes.  She was taken to the hospital in critical condition.  Expect us to bring you more as we 

get it. 

 

02/13/09 

10pm 

Investigators say they know what caused a deadly fire in Abilene last weekend.  Three children died when 

flames ripped through this home Saturday night.  The State Fire Marshal's office has ruled a fire as 

accidental.  An investigator tells Eyewitness News combustible materials too close to the furnace started 

the fire.  The children's mother was nearby at the time; it's unknown if she'll face any charges. 

 

02/14/09 

10pm 

The Kansas Highway Patrol blames icy roads for a crash that killed a Kirwin man.  It happened just north 

of Woodston on Rooks County Road.  KHP said 62-year-old Jimmy Dean Debey died after the station 

wagon he was driving hit a patch of ice on a curvy road.  The vehicle skidded, went into a ditch and rolled.  

Debey was taken to the hospital where he died. 

 

02/15/09 

10pm 

A 60-year-old man is dead after a deadly accident in Barber County.  The Kansas Highway Patrol says 

Buddy Grant was headed south on US-281 just north of State Line Road.  The KHP said Grant's truck went 

off the road and hit a culvert.  Grant was not wearing a seatbelt.  

 

02/16/09 

10pm 

With no money, new laws may have a tough time passing.  Testimony in Topeka today for a bill that would 

toughen DUI laws and tomorrow two Wichita lawmakers will introduce another similar bill.  It's named for 

Adrian Crosby and Dominique Green both killed by a drunk driver in 2006.  Other new DUI laws could 

cost the state millions of dollars to implement.  But families of victims say they've also paid a cost.  The 

bill named for the two men would raise the mandatory sentence for first time offenders involved in a fatal 

crash. 
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02/17/09 

6pm 

Fire crews from Pratt and surrounding towns fight what dispatchers called a substantial blaze.  The fire 

started just after two this afternoon behind a Wal-Mart on the east side of town.  Crews were able to get the 

flames under control about an hour ago.  Dispatchers said the Wal-Mart was evacuated...but no structures 

were damaged.  Only the grass and a few abandoned vehicles in a field burned and no injuries have been 

reported. 

 

02/18/09 

5pm 

He was in a car seat, but the seat wasn't buckled in.  The four month old died when a pick-up ran a stop 

sign near Chanute and hit the car he was riding in.  The driver of the car and another child inside the car 

were hurt and taken to the hospital.  The highway patrol says both children were in car seats, but neither 

seat was buckled in by the car's seat belt. 

 

02/19/09 

5pm 

One person is dead after a collision between a mini-van and a semi truck.  The accident happened early this 

afternoon near Viola at K-42 and 263rd Street West.  Police say the mini-van apparently didn't see the semi 

and turned in front of it; the driver of the van died. 

 

02/20/09 

10pm 

A crash early this morning kills a man from western Kansas.  Police say 22-year-old Kyle Hoover died 

when his truck rolled in Hamilton County.  The Kansas Highway Patrol is not saying why Hoover lost 

control.  No one else was in the pickup.  Hoover did not have a seat belt on.  He was from Syracuse.     

 

02/21/09 

6pm 

A man is taken to a Wichita hospital after his car is hit by a train.  It happened around one this afternoon in 

Ellinwood in Barton County.  The Sheriff's Department says the 20-year-old driver either tried to outrun the 

train at a crossing or wasn't paying attention.  He's now at Wesley Medical Center.  Investigators say he 

suffered severe head trauma.  His name has not been released. 

 

02/22/09 

10pm 

A bill working its way through the legislature will make it harder for parents to plead ignorance when their 

children drink at home.  The measure would make it illegal to recklessly allow minors to drink alcohol at 

home.  Supporters say it would mean parents could no longer argue they didn't know what was going on.  

The current law says parents are responsible *ONLY* if they knowingly allow minors to drink. 

 

02/23/09 

10pm 

The Air Force and the Navy use it, so why don't commercial airports have a system that would warn planes 

about birds in the area?  Long before a flock of birds forced a U.S. Airways flight to land in the Hudson 

River a radar system was warning military planes.  The radar scans the take-off and landing paths; when it 

senses too many birds it sounds an alarm.  10 years ago, the National Transportation Safety Board 

recommended that the FAA use a similar system.  But the experts studying it for the FAA said the system's 

not reliable.  Right now, the FAA is studying this system at Seattle's airport. 
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02/24/09 

10pm 

Two people have died in Wichita within two weeks of each other and both of bacterial meningitis, a rare 

disease.  Emily Porter taught kindergarten here at Magdalen Elementary School.  The other, Ray Singer, 

was a pharmacist at Gessler Drug Store.  Medical experts said the chances of a person getting Bacterial 

Meningitis is about 2 in 10 thousand.  Its symptoms mimic the cold or the flu, and it's accompanied by a 

stiff neck, so people often don't know they have it.  Wesley hospital tells us there are no more cases of 

bacterial meningitis than usual. 

 

02/25/09 

10pm 

He stuck his hand into a lion's cage and was attacked.  New at 10…a western Kansas man is out of the 

hospital.  We first told you last night, the lion and other big cats are kept at a refuge in Oakley; now we 

know they have mauled other people in the past and the sheriff tried to shut the place down.  The animals' 

keeper said the latest attack happened when a man, who was drunk, tried to pet the lion.  When Jeffrey 

Harsh came to feed the lions and tigers, he heard screaming then realized what the animal did.  Harsh 

agreed yesterday to give up the cats to avoid exotic animal charges. 

 

02/28/09 

10pm 

A morning fire destroys this home in south Wichita.  The fire started just before nine at this home in the 21-

hundred block of South Washington.  Crews fought the flames from the outside because smoke and flames 

had already engulfed the house.  While someone did live in the home, investigators say that person was not 

home at the time.  There's no word on how the fire started. 

 

03/01/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of Saturday's house fire in Bel Aire.  Investigators hope to know tomorrow what 

caused the fire on Willow Point Court.  Crews have been unable to go inside the home because it‟s 

unstable.     Heavy equipment will be brought in tomorrow to stabilize what's left of the home.  No one was 

hurt in the fire. 

 

03/02/09 

6pm 

The body of a teen missing since November is recovered in Riley County.  15-year-old Kolton Range 

disappeared in Tuttle Creek Lake while canoeing with friends.  His body was recovered Friday evening 

after a search expert located it using sonar.  The search was recently re-started after being discontinued in 

November because of frigid temperatures and lake conditions. 

 

03/03/09 

6pm 

Two deputies with the Sedgwick County Sheriff's Office are injured while pursuing a traffic violator.  It 

happened just after eleven this morning near 31st Street South and the Kansas turnpike.  Officials say a 

deputy in training was following another deputy when the first man rear-ended the second.  Investigators 

say the deputy in training didn't realize the other man was breaking.  Both were taken to the hospital in 

serious condition however officials say they are doing better tonight.  The sheriff's department says all 

officers who ride motorcycles must complete the academy and go through 40 hours of training to be 

certified.  The deputy leading the pursuit has been certified for six months.  
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03/04/09 

6am 

New this morning...officials ask people to avoid the area of K-15 and MacArthur.  One person was hit and 

killed by a train just shortly after four this morning.  Investigators say the victim is a 51 year old male from 

Wichita.  They are not releasing his name until his family has been notified; expect more on air and on-line 

at www.kwch.com  

 

03/05/09 

10pm 

State inspectors say they found find guns within reach of children inside this Augusta home day care 

center.  Now it must shut down.  The state says three guns were unlocked where children can get them.  But 

tonight the day care's owner tells us she's removed the weapons and fixed other problems.  She's still taking 

care of kids because parents say they have no other options and believe the owner does a good job.  Belinda 

Rosenbaum will have a hearing with the state within 60 days.  That will decide whether to lift the 

suspension on her license.  

 

03/06/09 

10pm 

Crews worked past sunset mopping up a large grass fire North of Andover.  The fire started around four 

near 13th and 159th East.  This is cell phone video of the fire from KFDI's Josh Wells.  Flames burned 

four-to-five acres of grass and cedar trees.  No buildings burned.  Investigators haven't figured out how the 

fire started.  A burn ban remains in effect for Sedgwick County. 

 

03/07/09 

10pm 

The storms started firing up about mid-afternoon; the first warning came out in Reno County around four.  

Storm Team 12 storm Chaser Brandon Ivey captured two tornado touchdowns near the Harvey-Reno 

county line.  It was on the ground briefly and then went back into the clouds.  Brandon also shot this video 

of the same storm later on.  As you see there was some rotation and a funnel cloud but no touchdown. 

 

03/08/09 

5:30am 

A Wichita man dies in a car crash in Kingman County.  The Kansas Highway Patrol says 28-year-old Alan 

Coen was westbound on Southwest 170th Street when he went off the road, rolled and landed in a creek.     

Investigators say Coen was not wearing a seat belt.  Police do not know exactly when the crash happened. 

 

03/09/09 

10pm 

Many call it a matter of life or death and it may be President Barack Obama's most controversial move yet; 

allowing taxpayer dollars for stem cell research.  President Obama's reversed a policy former President 

Bush put into place in 2001.  Many scientists believe they can use stem cells to treat or cure conditions 

ranging from diabetes to paralysis.  Anti-abortion activists protested the president's policy; they're against 

destroying human embryos for medical research. 

 

03/10/09 

10pm 

This is what the scene looked like after the accident, Bayleigh's car was wedged 67 feet into the tunnel.  

The tunnel's opening measures six feet by six feet; that's why some want to know why there are not grates 

to protect drivers from going into the tunnel.  We asked the question today and a K-DOT engineer 

explained why that's not a good idea.  He said a grate would defeat the purpose of the drainage culvert.  He 

also said based on the speed and traffic flow on the road; guardrails are not warranted.  But the engineer 

plans to share what happened here with K-DOT officials in Topeka. 
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03/11/09 

5pm 

We're following a developing story tonight; the Kansas Department of Health has shut down this Wichita 

daycare home.  They said it received information from police that the day care provider needed to go to 

court because of drug possession.  The documents provided to us show that marijuana was inside the home 

and within reach of a four year old an 11 month old.  The state says the daycare provider admitted smoking 

marijuana once or twice a month, but also admits to smoking more because it was her birthday month.  

Marijuana isn't the only thing the state says was found in queen‟s home day care home.  The paper work we 

have shows trash was strewn about the home.  It says broken condoms were found.  And food and dirty 

silverware were left around the home.  The state said the daycare provider says she'd had a party the night 

before and had not had time to clean up yet. 

 

03/12/09 

5pm 

The KU frat where a student was found may dead face penalties.  Sigma Alpha Epsilon's national 

organization is investigating the death of Jason Wren, but won't say how the fraternity could be punished.  

The 19-year-old's family says he drank himself to death.  Wren's death is also being investigated by the 

owners of the fraternity's property. 

 

03/13/09 

10pm 

A K-DOT worker falls ten feet into a hole.  It happened this morning while he inspected a bridge 

embankment at K-61 and Avenue A in Hutchinson.  The concrete collapsed and he fell into the hole.  The 

Hutch News captured this shot of the rescue.  Firefighters lifted the man from the hole using ropes and a 

harness.  He went to the hospital and was released a few hours later. 

 

03/14/09 

10pm 

An early morning crash kills a man from Comanche County.  The Highway Patrol said David Brumbaugh 

of Coldwater died when his pickup rolled off Highway 160.  Police say he was not wearing a seat belt.  No 

one else was hurt in the crash. 

 

03/15/09 

10pm 

That breaking news out of northeast Wichita; where crews are on the scene of a building fire.  The building 

is in the 17-hundred of North Fairmount southeast of the Wichita State Campus.  Firefighters have been on 

the scene for about half-an-hour.  No one was hurt.  The fire appears to be out but crews are looking for hot 

spots.  Eyewitness News has a crew on the scene; expect updates here and on www.kwch.com  

 

03/16/09 

10pm 

Wash your hands because health officials warn of an outbreak of Shigella.  The illness causes diarrhea, 

vomiting and cramps and it's more likely to hit toddlers who aren't fully toilet-trained.  The WSU Child 

Development Center hasn't seen any cases of it and staff here says toddlers must wash their hands several 

times a day.  The Health Department says it's seen 23 cases since the beginning of the year; already more 

than all of last year.  Go to www.kwch.com for more information about the illness and how to keep from 

spreading it. 
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03/18/09 

10pm 

A Wichita family prepares to help their daughter recover from severe burns without much.  Chris 

Newberry, his wife and four kids lost everything Saturday when their mobile home caught fire.  The fire 

started in their daughter Caitlyn's room.  She suffered burns to 40-percent of her body.  Caitlyn underwent 

her first surgery this afternoon; skin grafts on her arms.  Doctors say the surgery went well, but the family 

knows it's the first of many.  A nurse in the burn unit says patients can plan to spend one day in the hospital 

for each percentage of their body burned given no complications. 

 

03/20/09 

10pm 

Clorox offers a year supply of cleaning products to anyone who helps capture the potty pyromaniac.  That 

person has set more than two-dozen fires at San Francisco construction sites.  The fires have all targeted 

Port-a-potties.  To help catch the bandit, Clorox has deployed a "potty patrol".  They will inform residents 

about the case and a 5-thousand dollar reward. 

 

03/23/09 

6pm 

Wichita Police arrest nine people during a D-U-I saturation over the weekend.  Five people were arrested 

on D-U-I charges, one on a revoked Drivers License, one on a suspended license, and two were arrested for 

having open containers.  The patrol was in the area between Central to 37th Street North, and Broadway to 

the Arkansas River. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

A bill before the Kansas House would require safety and defense training for social workers.  Matt Zenner's 

wife Terri was a social worker in the Kansas City area.  She was killed in 2004 by a teenage client during a 

house call.  Zenner says he wants the state to help protect its more than six-thousand social workers from 

also becoming victims.  "Violence against social workers is increasing, it's not going away. Our society is 

getting more and more violent and our social workers are out there dealing with most of our society and I 

don't want anyone to go through what I've had to go through. I wouldn't wish this on my worst enemy," 

said Zenner.  Opponents of the bill say defense training should be part of a person's higher education, not a 

state requirement.  The State Senate has already passed the measure.  It's now before the Kansas House. 

 

03/25/09 

5am 

A fire breaks out in Hutchinson damaging about four buildings in downtown.  Flames broke out shortly 

before two this morning near 2nd and Main.  Fire dispatchers in Hutch say all available fire crews were 

sent out to battle the fire.  At this point, officials don't know if anyone's been hurt.  We have a crew on their 

way to the scene. We'll bring you the latest information as we get it. 

 

03/26/09 

10pm 

Families across America want to know what's causing their homes to fall apart.  Copper's Corroding 

electrical wires are ruined and appliances are breaking down.  A noxious smell is forcing people to get out.  

The problem; defective drywall that could be in almost 60-thousand homes and it may have come from 

China after a housing boom in 2004 led to a drywall shortage and builders turned to Chinese 

manufacturers.  Health officials now suspect some of the Chinese drywall was contaminated with 

chemicals.  Several class action lawsuits are now in the works against Chinese drywall manufacturers.  

There's also confusion on whether some of the Chinese material was wrongly labeled as American made.  

The Consumer Product Safety Commission is investigating the claims. 
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03/2709 

10pm 

Ice causes a deadly crash in Marion County.  The Sheriff said the driver of an SUV lost control and slid 

into oncoming traffic this afternoon.  The SUV collided with a car.  A passenger in the car, 58-year-old 

Sharon Chamberlin of Hillsboro died in the crash.  The drivers of both vehicles were hurt.  The Emergency 

Accident Reporting Plan is in effect for Wichita, Sedgwick County and Andover.  If you are in a crash, no 

one his hurt and drugs or alcohol are not suspected... exchange information and fill out an accident form 

later.  You can find those reports at any police sub-station, Quik-Trip or at www.kwch.com  

 

03/28/09 

10pm 

Drivers aren't the only ones delayed by the storm; people flying out of Wichita's Mid-continent airport ran 

into problems.  Airlines grounded most departures this morning and afternoon.  As the storm moved east so 

did the delays.  Officials closed the Kansas City Airport for several hours.  The airport is back open tonight 

but there are significant delays. 

 

03/29/09 

10pm 

Power crews work to restore electricity to thousands of customers still in the dark after the snowstorm.  

Here's the latest from Westar Energy.  Nearly 4-thousand customers remain without power tonight.  Butler 

County remains one the hardest hit areas with more than 11-hundred people affected.  12-hundred 

customers are without electricity in Greenwood County.  One-thousand people are in the dark in Cowley 

County.  Westar hopes to have the lights on for everyone sometime tomorrow. 

 

03/30/09 

10pm 

The snow got so high in Pratt County that emergency crews had to rescue people out of their cars.  

Emergency Management tells us crews had to rescue three people from separate vehicles; they were all 

stranded for about an hour east of Pratt along Highway 54.  Another man was stranded for up to three hours 

before rescue crews got to him.  No-one was hurt. 

 

03/31/09 

5pm 

This Hutchinson school will re-open tomorrow.  The weekend snow caused the cafeteria roof to collapse at 

Central Christian High School.  The fire department has now determined the rest of the school is safe.  No 

one has been allowed into the damaged part yet; not even to get damage estimates. 
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01/02/09 

10pm 

Political insiders considered him the leading Democratic candidate for Governor next year.  But Lieutenant 

Governor Mark Parkinson says he won't run in 2010.  In a statement, Parkinson says he plans to return to 

the private sector when his term expires.  Governor Sebelius cannot run for a third term under state law.  

Parkinson was a Republican but switched parties to run with Sebelius in 2006. 

 

01/04/09 

10pm 

Dennis McKinney will be sworn in as State Treasurer tomorrow.  He replaces Republican Lynn Jenkins.    

Jenkins resigned in November after winning the state's 2nd district seat in the U.S. House.  McKinney has 

represented Greensburg in the Kansas House since 2003. 

 

01/05/09 

5pm 

You begin and end at a toll booth, so it just takes a little math to tell the state how fast you were going.  If 

you speed on the turnpike, a Kansas Senator thinks you should pay more.  David Haley is proposing a law 

that allows the Kansas Turnpike authority to charge tolls based on a driver's speed.  Fast drivers traveling 

on the turnpike would be charged more than a flat rate.  Kansas lawmakers discussed a similar bill in 2007, 

but it never went anywhere. 

 

01/07/09 

5pm 

Days before lawmakers return to Topeka a disability group wants to be heard.  They invited Legislators to a 

breakfast to tell how budget cuts affect them.  In December SRS stopped accepting people into the 

disability waiver services program.  That program allows people to stay in their own home instead of being 

placed in a nursing facility.  Disability advocates say living at home usually means a better quality of life.    

Advocates also say living at home costs the state half as much as a nursing home.  They say financially it 

makes sense not to cut services. 

 

01/09/09 

10pm 

Congressman Todd Tiahart has a new position on Capitol Hill.  Tiahrt is now the Senior Republican on the 

sub-committee overseeing Labor, Health and Human Services and Education.  The sub-committee has 

oversight on those three government agencies.  Tiahrt will keep his seat on the House appropriations 

defense sub-committee. 

 

01/10/09 

9am 

He's gone from prosecuting Federal cases to deciding them.  Former U.S. Attorney for Kansas Eric 

Melgren took the oath today as the state's newest Federal Court Judge.  Melgren was nominated last 

summer, and then approved by the U.S. Senate in September.  Melgren served as U.S. Attorney since 2002 

after 15 years in private practice.  The position of Federal Judge is a lifetime appointment. 

 

01/11/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County's newest leaders take their oaths of office.  Tim Norton and Karl Peterjohn joined the 

County Commission during a ceremony at the courthouse this afternoon.  Bob Hinshaw became Sheriff,   

Kelly Arnold took over as County Clerk and Ron Estes became Treasurer.  Register of Deeds Bill Meek 

was unable to be sworn in but will be at a later date.  All six were elected in November. 
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01/12/09 

10pm 

State lawmakers have money on their minds as they begin a new Legislative session.  The budget crunch is 

top priority.  Lawmakers are considering many things to cut like roads and social service programs; 

education is usually considered untouchable but maybe not this year.  One item they don't want to consider 

is paying more taxes. 

 

01/13/09 

12pm 

Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius is expected to release the specifics of her proposed budget today.  

That's after last night's State of the State when she said major budget cuts are on the way but vowed to 

protect vital services.  In last night's speech the governor said she wants programs eliminated, facilities 

closed and no more new state job hires.  At the same time she says education, public safety; health care and 

alternative energy must remain strong.  She promised no new taxes and says many government initiatives 

can still move forward.  There's a projected budget shortfall of nearly 190 million dollars for the current 

fiscal year; that could grow to one-billion by 2010. 

 

01/14/09 

5am 

State lawmakers are reviewing the governor's proposed budget; designed to address the state's growing 

deficit.  Governor Kathleen Sebelius says she won't raise taxes or take money away from k-through-12 

schools.  But the proposal‟ does freeze some school funding, suspend planned tax cuts and slash state 

agency spending.  To bring in money Sebelius expects the state to get 50 million dollars from proposed 

casinos in Sumner and Wyandotte counties.  There‟s a projected budget deficit of 186 million dollars for 

this fiscal year.  That could grow to one billion dollars by 2010. 

 

01/17/09 

8am 

Proposed cuts to the state's budget could hit you the next time you need to see a doctor.  Governor Kathleen 

Sebelius wants to cut two-point-five million dollars out of a program that trains doctors in Wichita.  It 

would affect the doctor's experience on hospital floors, and research opportunities.  If the residents lose 

education, the program may lose accreditation.  That means the state would lose a place to train doctors and 

that means there would be less doctors available to practice in the state.  This is all proposed by the 

Governor; it still has to go to the Legislature. 

 

01/19/09 

10pm 

Just hours away from his inauguration and President-Elect Barack Obama spent the evening at dinner 

parties.  While his wife, future First Lady Michele Obama hosted a children's concert honoring military 

families.  Earlier today the soon-to-be first couple honored this Martin Luther King Day with volunteering.  

Obama helped paint a youth counseling center.  Tonight the crowds are building in Washington the town is 

bracing for more than 2-million people. 

 

01/20/09 

6pm 

An annexation issue for Valley Center could come to an end tonight.  It began more than a year ago when 

residents in the area tried to form their own city, West Valley, in effort to stop the annexation.  They 

worried they would have to pay more taxes without getting more services.  County commissioners later 

voted against the proposal.  If the Valley Center city council votes tonight in favor of the annexation the 

west valley area will become part of Valley Center.  We'll update you on the results tonight at ten and 

online at www.kwch.com  
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01/22/09 

10pm 

President Obama wins one of his first fights; he gets to keep his blackberry, a gizmo he admits he's 

addicted to.  Mr. Obama will use it to communicate with senior staff and a few friends and security on his 

blackberry is enhanced.  The president will be the first to use email; past presidents stayed away because 

their emails could be subject to public record laws. 

 

01/23/09 

10pm 

The head of the Senate Budget Committee will outline how to eliminate the state's budget deficit on 

Monday.   Meantime Senate Majority Leader Derek Schmidt said everything's on the table when it comes 

to dealing with the crisis.  That may include furloughs for some state employees.  Schmidt says other states 

have asked government workers to take pay cuts and cancel paid holidays.  Kansas currently faces a one-

hundred-86 million dollar budget deficit. 

 

01/26/09 

6pm 

The abortion issue is back before Kansas lawmakers.  A group of Republicans and Democrats introduced 

what they call the "women's right to know and see" bill.  It would require doctors who use a sonogram to 

provide a copy to a woman considering an abortion.  And if fetal heart monitoring is done, the woman 

would have a right to listen.  The head of Planned Parenthood today called the legislation unnecessary, and 

said that his group already provides that information to women. 

 

01/27/09 

10pm 

A look at last year's numbers has the city of Wichita considering changes this year when it comes to Pit-

Bull laws.  Ida Morrow attended the workshop with her dogs Thunder and Stormy.  She trained the 2 Pit 

Bulls to be her service dogs.  The city says last year Pit Bull accounted for a quarter of all dog complaints.  

But Morrow said bad owners have ruined the breed's reputation.  City leaders are considering banning the 

breed in the city limits, or just putting restrictions on it.  The changes could include limiting households to 

2 Pit Bulls, and requiring them to be spayed or neutered and micro-chipped.  The city could also decide to 

keep current laws the way they are. 

 

01/28/09 

6pm 

A bill limiting annexation is introduced in the Kansas Legislature; if passed it would prevent the city of 

Mulvane annexing land for a casino.  The bill states cities cannot annex strips of land to gain access to 

property that's not already connected.  You may remember that's what Mulvane did last year and a judge 

recently ruled it was illegal; Mulvane is considering an appeal.  The bill was introduced by representatives 

from Mulvane and Wellington. 

 

01/29/09 

5pm 

If you like Jerry Moran you could make him your next Senator.  The Congressman filed paperwork today 

to run for the seat Senator Brownback will leave.  Brownback is retiring next year and may run for 

governor.  Congressman Todd Tiahrt is also considering a Senate run. 

 

01/30/09 

5pm 

One Kansas lawmaker is worried a casino won't be built in southeast Kansas.  A deadline for applications 

came and passed with no one interested recently.  To entice builders to build a casino in Cherokee or 

Crawford County, Marvin Nuefeld wants to lower the minimum investment requirement.  A committee is 

now drafting the bill.  Right now, the minimum investment a company can make when building a casino in 

southeast Kansas is 250 million.  Neufeld wants to lower the minimum investment to 55 million dollars. 
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01/31/09 

10pm 

Congressman Todd Tiahrt is running for the U.S. Senate.  He made the announcement this morning in 

Topeka.  Tihart has represented South-Central Kansas including Wichita since 1995.  He'll face 

Congressman Jerry Moran in next the August Primary.  Current Senator Sam Brownback is expected to run 

for governor. 

 

02/01/09 

10pm 

The state's parole system has been saved at the last minute; a House panel has approved a one-percent 

budget cut for the Department of Corrections.  The DOC had feared a three-and-a-half percent cut.  That 

means the parole system and work release programs will stay funded.  It also means the state won't have to 

close a major prison.  Kansas faces a 186-million dollar budget deficit. 

 

02/04/09 

Schools get a break in the newest bill that survived the Kansas House.  The latest from the legislature 

tonight as the house tentatively approved a 306 million dollar plan to eliminate the state budget deficit.  The 

biggest change lawmakers made affects schools.  The bill gives public schools 16-million dollars back.  

The Senate already passed its own budget plan; the two sides will now negotiate on a final version. 

 

02/05/09 

5am 

Schools get a break in the newest state budget bill in the Kansas House.  The house tentatively approved a 

306 million dollar plan to eliminate the state budget deficit.  The biggest change the bill gives public 

schools back 16-million dollars that was taken away in the earlier house version.  The Senate already 

passed its own budget plan.  The two sides will now negotiate on a final version. 

 

02/06/09 

10pm 

There's renewed speculation whether Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius will join the president's cabinet.  

The governor is in Washington for a series of speeches however she found time to meet with senior Obama 

adviser Valerie Jarrett.  The governor's spokesperson says the two have been friends for years.  It's not 

known what the two talked about.  Sebelius is considered a front-runner to be Secretary of Health and 

Human Services.  This isn't the first time Sebelius' name has come up for an administration post.  She was 

considered for everything from Vice-President to Labor Secretary.  An early supporter of Obama Sebelius 

took her name out of consideration in December saying she wanted to spend more time on problems in 

Kansas. 

 

02/07/09 

Governor Sebelius is very near the top of President Obama's list of candidates to head Health and Human 

Services.  It‟s new at ten tonight from a senior administration official.  The un-named aide says Sebelius' 

stock is rising.  This week the governor met with an Obama advisor.  Obama's first nominee Tom Daschle 

withdrew because of a tax problem.  Sebelius was once considered for everything from Vice-President to 

Labor Secretary.  That was until the governor took her name out of consideration.  She said she wanted to 

spend more time on problems in Kansas.  The White House says no decision has been made on the Health 

and Human Services post. 
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02/09/09 

6am 

A bill headed for the State Legislature could allow Sedgwick County to vote again on slot machines at the 

Wichita Greyhound Park.  Our news partners at the Wichita Eagle report that Senate Minority Leader 

Anthony Hensley plans to introduce the bill.  The proposal would double the percentage of slot revenue 

that goes to track owners.  It would also allow for a second vote on slots in Sedgwick County.  Wichita 

Greyhound park owner Phil Ruffin has been pushing for a second vote on slots in Sedgwick County.  He 

closed the track after Sedgwick County voters said no to slots in 2007. 

 

02/12/09 

5pm 

The Kansas House votes to eliminate the state's budget deficit.  Lawmakers approved the 326-million dollar 

plan this morning.  The plan reduces aid to school districts across the state by 28-million dollars.  It also 

trims 4-million dollars from special ED programs.  The plan may face problems in the Senate.  Some 

lawmakers want smaller cuts to education.  The Senate could vote on the measure at any time.  Senate 

approval would send the measure to Governor Sebelius for her signature or veto. 

 

02/16/09 

6pm 

For the third time state lawmakers consider a state-wide smoking ban.  They debated the bill in the senate 

today.  If passed, smoking will not be allowed in bars and restaurants, workplaces and government 

buildings.  Those who oppose the bill believe restrictions should be handed locally.  At least 23 states have 

a smoking ban in place.  In Kansas, at least 25 city and county governments have adopted clean indoor air 

regulations.  That covers about 28 percent of the state's population.             

 

02/17/09 

6pm 

After a brief scare; Kansans will receive income tax refunds and state employees will be paid.  Late this 

afternoon Governor Kathleen Sebelius signed a budget bill in Topeka.  That after days of political fighting 

with Republican leaders and the threat the money would not be available.  Both lawmakers and the 

governor say it never should have come to this.  By signing the bill hours before the payroll deadline it puts 

into motion paychecks for state workers.  It's not completely a done deal...a committee still needs to 

approve it tomorrow.  But all involved are confident the crisis is over.  In the last 24 hours you have 

flooded your lawmakers with anger phone calls and e-mails.  Coming up tonight at ten; why your input 

may have sped up the process in Topeka. 

 

02/18/09 

10pm 

This news broke just a short time ago giving credibility to all the speculation.  CNN and the New York 

Times both quote unnamed administration sources.  They confirm Kathleen Sebelius is the leading 

candidate for H.H.S.  Although a White House spokesman said no final decision has been made and other 

candidates are still in the mix.  The Times says it's unclear whether the White House would finish vetting 

the governor in time to be nominated next week.  On Tuesday the President is addressing a joint session of 

Congress.  He's is expected to make health care an important theme in that speech.  CNN reported earlier 

this month that Sebelius met with a senior White House advisor to discuss the job.  That was shortly after 

Tom Daschle withdrew his nomination for the post because of tax problems.  Governor‟s office tonight?  

We called and emailed the governor's office tonight; in the end we got an email back...simply saying the 

governor is focused on the state budget and the other economic challenges in our state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-1 

 

02/19/09 

10pm 

The Senate did pass a bill that would make you wear a seat belt or risk getting a ticket.  It would make seat-

belt use a primary law; meaning officers can pull you over just for not being buckled up.  Right now 

officers can ticket you for not wearing a seatbelt only if they pull you over for another violation.  The bill 

would also require all passengers to wear a seatbelt. 

 

10pm 

We could be days if not hours away from finding out if Governor Sebelius will join the president's cabinet.  

We continue our coverage from Washington where the Kansas governor is believed to be the leading 

contender for Secretary of Health and Human services.  The governor is in Washington until Tuesday.    

She'll join other governors at a black-tie dinner at the White House Sunday.  The governor's office is not 

commenting on the cabinet talk.  Meantime Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson says he's ready to take 

over should Sebelius leave. 

 

02/21/09 

6pm 

Wichita's City Hall is a quiet place most Saturdays.  That wasn't the case today.  Teens, parents and 

community leaders took part in a youth summit.  Participants discussed everything from reducing teen 

pregnancy to improving education to ending gang violence.  They also talked about ways to resolve conflict 

and promote understanding.  Nearly 2-hundred people took part in today's discussion.  To find out more 

about the summit and the mayor's youth council go to the on-air links section of www.kwch.com  

 

02/22/09 

10pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius says she hasn't spoken with President Obama about the Health and Human 

Services Secretary position.  Many have speculated she the top contender for the cabinet job.  Sebelius is in 

Washington today for meetings with the National Governors association.  She says quote "there's nothing to 

tell" about the prospects of her being in the cabinet.   Sebelius' office has said the governor is focused on 

the state of Kansas and its budget.  The two-term Democratic governor is not saying whether she'll run for 

the Senate next year either. 

 

02/23/09 

10pm 

The stimulus plan will give every state money but some don't want it.  Louisiana's governor says he may 

turn down millions of dollars because he doesn't like the stimulus plan.  President Obama also has a plan to 

downsize the country's deficit.  His goal is to cut the 1.3 trillion dollar deficit in half over the next four 

years. 

 

02/24/09 

10pm 

If Sebelius leaves for Washington Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson would take over as governor.  He 

said he's ready, but our exclusive FactFinder 12 scientific survey found out 63 percent of Kansans didn't 

even know he'd get the job and almost half don't have an opinion about him.  And take a look when we 

asked if Mark Parkinson is ready to assume the office of governor 40 percent of Kansans weren't sure, 28 

percent say he's ready and 32 percent say he's not. 

 

02/25/09 

6pm 

Some state lawmakers want to change how the lines are drawn for Legislative and Congressional districts.  

Currently the task of drawing boundaries falls in the hands of Legislators but a proposal from top Senate 

leaders would give the task to legislative research staff.  Supporters say the move would take partisanship 

out of the process of drawing district lines.   

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

POLITICS Q-1  

 

02/26/09 

6pm 

Hearings will continue tomorrow in Topeka on a bill that could kill the state's death penalty law.  Sedgwick 

County Senator Carolyn McGinn proposed the bill saying capital murder trials cost more to prosecute than 

non-death penalty cases.  Tomorrow the committee could decide whether to send the bill to the full state 

senate for debate.  10 people have been sentenced to death since the death penalty was brought back to 

Kansas in 1994.  You can find the background on each case at www.kwch.com/web  

 

02/27/09 

10pm 

The speaker of the Kansas House is he's confident he'll have enough votes to over-ride a veto from the 

governor.  Sebelius promises to veto a bill allowing two coal-fired power plants near Holcomb.  The House 

passed the bill 79 to 44 five votes shy of the 84 needed to over-ride.  The governor opposes the Holcomb 

expansion because of worries about carbon dioxide emissions. 

 

02/28/09 

10pm 

Not everyone is happy about Sebelius' apparent nomination.  Abortion opponents say they'll work to defeat 

the governor's nomination.  Sebelius supports abortion rights.  Her opponents say they're particularly upset 

about a 2007 reception at the governor's mansion with abortion provider doctor George Tiller.  Tiller faces 

criminal charges related to his Wichita clinic. 

 

03/01/09 

5:30pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius is expected to be introduced as the Secretary of Health and Human Services 

tomorrow at noon.  The department oversees everything from Medicare to the Food and Drug 

administration.  But before Sebelius can take over she'll be subject to confirmation by the Senate.  The 

chairman of the Senate panel that will handle her nomination is praising Sebelius's nomination.  She is also 

getting praise from several Republican governors including Arnold Schwarzenegger of California. 

 

03/02/09 

10pm 

If the nomination is approved Governor Sebelius would be in the order of succession for the presidency 

although a bit down the line.  FactFinder 12 shows you tonight.  At the top of course, is the Vice President, 

followed by Speaker of the House and President Pro Temp of the Senate.  Then the cabinet members and 

the Attorney General.  The Secretary of Health & Human Services is number 12.  At the bottom of the list 

at number 18 is Secretary of Homeland Security.  Sebelius will stay on as Governor of Kansas for the time 

being.  She'll step down if and when she's confirmed that process could take a few weeks. 

 

03/03/09 

10pm 

Two seats, seven people; the Wichita city council will have at least one new member later this year.  But 

first candidates must get past today's primary.  Four of them move on, let's get straight to the returns, new 

at 10…for district 1 in Northeast Wichita Lavonta Williams is running to keep her seat she was appointed 

to it when Carl Brewer became mayor.  She moves on with 60 percent of the vote.  Also moving on, 

business owner James Barfield, he got 36 percent of tonight's vote and in district6, in midtown community 

volunteer Janet Miller advances to the general election with 52 percent of the vote.  Community activist 

Bob Aldrich also moves on with 31 percent of the vote.   
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03/04/09 

5pm 

A senate committee shelves a bill that abolishes the Kansas death penalty saying the bill needs more study.  

The bill would not have affected the 10 state inmates already awaiting execution.  Supporters say getting 

rid of the death penalty law would save the state money. 

 

03/05/09 

5pm 

One day after it's put on the shelf it's taken off.  The bill that abolishes the death penalty now heads to the 

Senate.  Opponents of the death penalty are pushing the issue; they say the state can't afford capital 

punishment.  The Senate Judiciary Committee voted today to endorse the bill a day after it had voted to 

send the bill to a study committee this summer. 

 

03/10/09 

10pm 

Wichita's mayor also hopes to tell the president to speed-up the tanker contract process.  The mayor 

personally invited President Barack Obama to town offering to give him a tour of the airplane 

manufacturers.  Mayor Carl Brewer sent this letter to the president.  It explains why business jets are so 

important to Wichita also known as the “Air-Capital” and urges the president to consider the big picture 

when referencing the misuse of corporate jets.  Brewer's talking about the president's remarks against 

executives who misuse corporate jets.  The letter says without corporate jets, Wichita's economy would 

suffer and people would lose jobs. 

 

03/11/09 

5pm 

A proposal to allow Sedgwick County residents to vote again on slots at the Wichita Greyhound Park didn't 

go very far this morning.  It had been included in a bill to boost the amount of slots revenue that horse and 

dog tracks could keep.  Two people who attended the meeting tell us the board chairman says he wouldn't 

discuss the bill unless Sedgwick County was removed.  He didn't want to give Sedgwick County another 

chance.  The committee approved taking the revote out and moved on with their discussion. 

 

03/12/09 

That person who won't get out of the passing lane could soon be fined.  A proposed bill at the state's capital 

lets officers hand out tickets for it.  The measure would limit use of the left-most lane to passing and 

exiting, or when forced to by construction or an accident.  If the bill passes, violators would receive 

warnings until July, 2010.  After that, law enforcement could issue 60 dollar tickets. 

 

03/13/09 

10pm 

There's still no timetable for confirmation hearings for Governor Kathleen Sebelius.  President Obama 

nominated Sebelius to be Secretary of Health and Human Services.  The governor says she's dividing her 

time between Topeka and Washington.  Sebelius met earlier this week with members of the committees 

that will hold hearings on her nomination.  Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson will take over if Sebelius 

is confirmed. 
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03/15/09 

10pm 

The Kansas Senate will begin debate tomorrow on a bill outlawing the death penalty.  Supporters of the 

legislation say it will save the state millions of dollars.  Opponents including Attorney General Steve Six 

said you can't put a price tag on justice.  Under the proposed bill no one could be sentenced to death after 

July first.  Those currently on death row would still be executed.  Kansas has ten people on death row.  The 

state has not executed anyone since 1965. 

 

03/16/09 

10pm 

Senators debated this bill for three hours this afternoon and they were divided about it.  The bill would have 

abolished the death penalty after July 1
st, 

and that was just one part of it that led to confusion.  Supporters of 

the idea said money to try capital murder cases could be better used elsewhere since the state faces budget 

problems.  But opponents of the plan criticized that idea they also found flaws in the plan itself.  For 

example, it would still let the state execute the people already on death row but it would give grounds to 

overturn their punishment during appeal.  Some senators said that made the bill confusing.  In the end 

senators voted to send the bill back to the judiciary committee.  The Chairman said that's the end of the 

debate on the death penalty this year because his committee doesn't have time to deal with it anymore.  The 

issue could come up again in the fall in a study committee. 

 

03/17/09 

5pm 

A bill that imposes new requirements on abortion providers heads to the governor‟s desk.  The measure 

attempts to ensure that someone seeking an abortion can see ultrasound images and hear the heartbeat of 

their fetus.  The Senate approved the bill today.  The house passed it two weeks ago.  A spokesperson for 

Sebelius said the governor will study the bill carefully. 

 

03/18/09 

6pm 

A state House panel endorses a bill that would tie the Kansas minimum wage to the federal level.  Under 

the proposal the state minimum wage would go up to 7.25 an hour on January 10th.  The Senate already 

approved raising the minimum wage.  The change would apply to about 20-thousand workers in the state. 

 

03/19/09 

10pm 

A bill that raises driving age in Kansas heads to the governor's desk.  Under current law teens can get an 

unrestricted license at 16.  Lawmakers want that raised to 17.  Kansas is one of two states that do not have 

some kind of graduated license system.  Governor Sebelius has indicated she'll sign the bill and if she does 

teens could still get a learner's permit at 14.  However there would be new rules on when and where they 

could drive. 

 

03/20/09 

5pm 

On top of A.I.G., the White House is also dealing with something the president said on Jay Leno's show 

last night.  It happened when they were talking about the White House Bowling Alley.  The president 

compared his skills to a group of athletes.  President Obama said he bowled like the Special Olympics or 

something.  A spokesman says the president was trying to poke fun at himself not at the Special Olympics. 

Before the show even aired, the president had called the called the chairman of the Special Olympics to 

apologize.  The president also told the chairman that he'd like some of the athletes to come to the white 

house to bowl or play basketball.  One of those could be Kolan McConiughey.  The Michigan man is the 

Special Olympics top bowler.  In an interview today, he says he could easily beat the president.  The 

president bowled a 129 at the White House.  McConiughey bowls a 300.  He's bowled five perfect games 

since 2005.  The 35-year-old has advice for the president, “practice every day.” 
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03/23/09 

10pm 

New from the Legislature tonight, the Kansas Houses passes a state budget for next fiscal year, cutting 

some money for schools.  The 13-point-4 billion dollar budget would be for the year that begins July first.  

House members cut 26 million dollars from public school help, but added money for social services, 

lawmakers also cut their salaries for next year's session by 10 percent.  House members gave the bill 

tentative approval.  The final vote will come tomorrow. 

 

03/24/09 

6pm 

"Kelsey's Law" moves forward in Topeka.  The State Senate has given tentative approval to a bill making it 

easier for law enforcement to track down a missing person through wireless technology like cell phones. 

The measure says cell phone companies must release caller location information promptly to police when 

asked.  The bill was inspired by the 2007 kidnapping and killing of 18-year-old Kelsey Smith, the Overland 

Park teen's parents believe cell phone tracking could have led them to her body sooner.  A similar bill was 

already approved by the House in February. 

 

03/25/09 

6pm 

The Sedgwick county commission sends a message to President Obama.  Today County Commissioners 

signed a proclamation supporting the aviation industry.  They say it's necessary because of the growing 

negativity toward business jets.  The aviation industry is already struggling because of a drop in plane 

orders.  That's resulted in hundreds of layoffs across the county.  The Wichita City Council sent a similar 

proclamation to the president. 

 

03/26/09 

10pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius heads to Washington next week to face her confirmation hearing.  President 

Barack Obama nominated Sebelius to be the Secretary of Health and Human Services.  Her confirmation 

hearing is set for next Thursday, April second before the Senate Finance Committee.  The committee will 

then decide whether to send Sebelius' nomination to the Full Senate.  Sebelius doesn't appear to face much 

opposition. 

 

03/29/09 

10pm 

Kansas could have a new governor by this time next week.  Confirmation hearings for Governor Kathleen 

Sebelius begin Thursday.  Sebelius is President Obama's nominee for Health and Human Services 

Secretary.  The governor is expected to face little opposition during her hearings.  Sebelius says she'll 

resign as governor once confirmed.  Lieutenant Governor Mark Parkinson will then be sworn in as the 

state's 45th governor. 

 

03/30/09 

10pm 

Tomorrow morning Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius begins her confirmation hearings to become the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services.  Sebelius will appear before the senate health, education & labor 

committee tomorrow.  Thursday, she'll testify before the Senate Finance Committee.  The committees will 

then send her nomination to the full senate for a vote.  We expect the hearings to be televised; watch them 

online through a link on our website at www.kwch.com look under the Sebelius story. 
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03/31/09 

10pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius admits tax trouble tonight and said she's corrected the problem, paying back 

more than 7-thousand dollars.  Sebelius testified before a Senate committee, her first confirmation hearing 

to become the Secretary of Health and Human Services.  In a letter to Senators Sebelius said she corrected 

errors involving charitable contributions, the sale of a home and business expenses.  In this morning's 

hearing, Sebelius said health care reform is vital for the economy.  The toughest questioning was about a 

government-run health system.  Sebelius has another Senate confirmation hearing Thursday. 



 

 

KWCH+ airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for various 

nonprofit organizations.   

 

  Length KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

900 Ad Council "Tough" :30 47 102 113 117 

901 Fed Citizens Info Center "Wizard" :30 54 112 102 106 

902 Gedenk "Subway Scene" :30 48 96 102 117 

903 Unicef "Child Survival" :30 6 5 10 10 

904 Ad Council/AHRQ "Men In Gowns" :20 20 70 73 70 

905 US Dept of Health/Human Svs "Celebrate" :15 4 82 74 88 

906 Ad Council/Neighbor Works "Phone Call" :15 52 115 113 132 

907 Ad Council/United Way "Live United" :30 13 80 78 74 

908 KS Amber Alert: Wireless Signup w/ Steve Six :15 52 99 108 119 

910 Ad Council Adoption "Pink Uniform" :30 44 85 101 111 

911 Ad Council Adoption "Fastball" :15 6 84 73 73 

912 Ad Council Adoption "Restaurant" :15 5 69 91 92 

913 Alcoholics Anonymous "I Thought" :30 16 10 15 7 

914 Habitat for Humanity "In Small Towns" :30 68 105 112 114 

915 Wichita Childrens Home "Greatest Gift" :60 49 120 121 134 

919 NAB DTV Checklist :30 25 51 60 53 

926 KS Hwy Patrol "Dime Time" :30 63 106 114 103 

930 Wichita Habitat/Humanity Restore :20 1 4 - 3 

931 Wichita Habitat/Humanity "Open" :15 - 11 12 12 

932 Wichita Habitat/Humanity "Volunteer" :15 2 22 8 8 

933 Wichita Habitat/Humanity "Donate" :15 1 13 15 16 

939 Psoriasis :30 48 102 106 119 

944 American Cancer Society "Colon Cancer" :30 12 17 21 22 

952 Ptnship for a Drug Free America “Meth” :30 1 2 2 2 

953 Boys/Girls Club of KS "College Dreams" :30 7 7 10 8 

954 Ptnsho Drug-Free Am. "Rx Teens" :60 1 2 2 2 

955 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Steroids" :30 1 2 2 2 

960 Fnd for a Better Life "Crosswalk" :30 49 105 106 93 

961 AHA Heart Month (customized Wesley logo) :30 13 49 55 66 

964 Marines "Pride of the Nation" :30 38 84 86 98 

965 City of Wichita "Identity Theft" :30 50 100 102 109 

966 NAIC-Kansas/ "Stop Call Confirm" :30 43 99 109 125 

968 Rechargeable Battery Recycle "Chair" :30 37 79 79 92 

970 World Wildlife Fund "Beautiful Day USA" :30 32 64 60 65 

974 Donate Life America "John" :60 56 98 106 105 

975 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Nebraska Couple" :30 36 73 74 69 

976 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "The Hood" :15 45 78 81 73 

977 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Joint Man" :30 33 74 85 95 

987 US Dept Health "Senior Friendly Website" :30 38 78 82 97 

993 Ad Council Foreclosure Prev. "Dollhouse" :30 41 90 78 81 

994 Ad Council Childhood Asthma "Fish" :30 24 47 52 59 

995 Sunshine Coalition/Freedom of Info Act :30 32 70 73 77 

 



 

 

Community Calendar 

The “KWCH 12 Community Calendar” is a website feature at www.kwch.com. KWCH 12 Community 

Calendar promotes the maximum number of community church, school and nonprofit benefits. 

 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS & GROUPS 

 

January 2009 

Brown Grand Theatre 

Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center 

Music Theatre 

Wesley Medical Center 

City Arts 

Cotillion 

Bethany College 

Wichita Center for the Arts 

W.G. Williams Community Foundation 

Chapman Schools 

Wichita Grand Opera 

Kansas Pipeline Association 

Interfaith Ministries 

Center for World Dance 

COTA for Kyle H. 

American Red Cross 

Final Friday Wichita Events 

Citizens Medical Center 

Center Gallery 

Wichita American Marketing Association 

Miss Teen Rodeo Kansas 

Humane Society of the High Plains 

Kansas Association of Interpreters 

 

February 2009 

Tangent Lab Art Center 

Wesley Medical Center 

Kansas Pipeline Association 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

Make a Wish Foundation 

Center for World Dance 

Kansas Bluegrass Association 

Wichita Center for the Arts 

Wichita Grand Opera 

Books for Life 

W.G. Williams Community Foundation 

People of Faith for Peace 

Music Theater for Young People 

Brown Grand Theater 

Coutts Memorial Museum of Art 

High Plains Art Club 

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame 

Wichita Women Engineers 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Bethany College 

Grainfield Lions Club 

Starkey 

Love and Respect Video Conference 

The Arc of Sedgwick County 



 

 

St. Mark United Methodist Church 

Pride of the Prairie Orchestra 

Century II Performing Arts & Convention Center 

 

 

March 2009 

St. Margaret Mary Parish 

Ellis County Homeschool Network 

St. Joseph Parish 

High Plains Division 

Wichita Community Theater 

Gospel Music Workshop Sunflower Chapter 

Greteman Group 

Natoma Heritage Seekers 

First United Methodist Church 

Wichita Grand Opera 

Grand Staff Ministries 

Wichita State University 

Brown Grand Theater 

Wichita American Marketing Association 

Wichita Center for the Arts 

CityArts 

National MS Society 

St. Matthew Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Museum of World Treasures 

Wichita Magazine 

Inter-faith Ministries 

Bethany College 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

Sedgwick County Oral Health Coalition 

Live Oaks Community Church 

Catholic Charities 

Mead Street Gallery and Gifts 

Century II Arts & Convention Center 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FCC Report 

First Quarter 2009 

 

Tours 
KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department, 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME       NUMBER  TYPE______________ 

January 2009 

1/19/09  4:30pm  7  Boy Scout Troop 

1/27/09  5:30pm  20  Boy Scout Troop 

1/28/09  3:00pm  25  KS College Administrators 

 

February 2009 

2/04/09  4:30pm  30  Boy Scout Troop 

2/10/09  4:30pm  12  Boy Scout Troop 

2/16/09  2:00pm  12  Boy Scout Troop 

 

March 2009 

(none) 

 

 



 

 

1ST Quarter 2009 DTV runs 
Locally produced 30 & 15 second PSAs informing the public on the upcoming DTV 

transition airing on KWCH. 

 

 

 

 

 KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

5:00am – 1:00am 423 675 830 928 

5:00pm – 
10:35pm 

142 182 221 281 

6:00am – 9:00am 54 124 163 196 

1:00am – 5:00am 50 83 94 85 

Total aired 470 758 924 1003 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

January 2009 

7 Big Brothers/Sisters Bowl for Kids Sake WSU 

Shocker Half-time 

10,000 Mark Larson 

8 Bryant Elem. 4
th

 gd. - Wichita  Weather talk 90 Mark Larson 

10 The Alley Youth League Bowlopolis 80 KSCW Crew 

10 Century II Bridal Show 1500 Michelle Loss 

13 Wichita Collegiate School Board committee meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

13 Stucky MS – Wichita Science Olympiad Coach 15 Mark Larson 

15 & 16 Goodwill Easter Seals Board Members Retreat 30 Joan Barrett 

17 The Arc Outburst Concert 300 KSCW Crew 

19 Salina HS Technology Career Fair 60 Mark Larson 

20 Wichita Collegiate School Board  committee meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

21 Wichita Collegiate School Board meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

22 USD 259   Battle of Books 25 Cindy klose 

 

22 Mount Hope Grades K-8 Weather Talks 160 Mark Larson 

26 Data Streme AMS/NSF Teacher Mentor 2 Mark Larson 

27 Wichita Collegiate School Board committee meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

28 Education Task Force Quarterly meeting 40 Joan Barrett 

28 KWCH Station Tour 25 Michelle Loss 

30 Wichita Collegiate School Board committee meeting 5 Joan Barrett 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  



 

 

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

February 2009 

2 USD 259 All-City Honor Band 

Concert 

200-

350 

 

3 USD 259 All-City Honor Orchestra 

Concert 

200-

350 

 

3 Wichita Heights High School YEK class 15  

3 Wichita Collegiate School Trustee Day 20+  Joan Barrett 

4 Clark Elem. Wichita 

Kindergarten 

Weather talk 

 

75 Mark Larson 

 

5 KWCH Community Advisory 

Board 

Quarterly meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

5 KWCH Community Advisory 

Board 

Quarterly meeting 10 Michelle Loss 

6 Wichita Collegiate School Board committee meeting 5 Joan Barrett 

6 Wichita Home Shoe M-C Fish contest 125 Roger Cornish 

10 Wichita State  Shocker Baseball Game 9000 Roger Cornish 

12 American Cancer Society Daffodil Days 15  

12 Circle Middle School Career Day 500 Michelle Loss 

12 Wichita Collegiate School Board marketing committee 5 Joan Barrett 

13 KWCH Station Tour 8 Michelle Loss 

16 KWCH Station Tour 2 Michelle Loss 

17 Wichita Collegiate School Board CA&R committee 10 Joan Barrett 

19 USD 259 Choices Fair Mueller Elem. Booth Vol. 30 Mark Larson 

20 ROKICT Bluegrass Festival   

21 Quivera Council BSA Volunteer Dinner emcee 400 Mark Larson 

22 Starkey Group Poker Tournament 100 Katie Woods, Shane Konicki 

24 Wichita Collegiate School Board A&SA committee 10 Joan Barrett 

24 USD 259 Honor Choir Concert emcee 2000 Mark Larson 

25 Wichita Collegiate School Mentor breakfast 100 Cindy Klose 

26 Wichita Collegiate School  Board Retreat 30 Joan Barrett 

27 Wichita South High 

 

Career Day 

 

150 Rebecca Gannon & Roger 

Cornish 

28 Fort Hays State University Interview/Student Project 5 Michael Schwanke 

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab. 

 



 

 

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

March 2009 

1 Big Brothers Big Sisters Bowl for Kids Sake 50  

1 BBBS  Bowl for Kids Sake 50 KSCW Crew 

1 BBBS Bowl for Kids Sake 50 Michael Schwanke 

3 Wichita Collegiate School Board meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

3 WSU Broadcasting Class 20 Michael Schwanke 

4 Broadcast Professional Media 

of Wichita 

Awards Dinner/Meeting +100 Joan Barrett 

5 Insight of Wichita Guest Panel Speaker 30 Joan Barrett 

5 Wichita Garden Show MC Hunt, Contest 100 Cindy Klose 

6 Riverside Elementary Dr. Seuss Read 25 Rebecca Gannon 

6 Wichita Collegiate School Board meeting 20 Joan Barrett 

9 Wichita Collegiate School Web committee meeting 5 Joan Barrett 

12 Kansas Association of 

Broadcasters 

Board meeting 6 Joan Barrett 

14 Topeka Expo Centre 5A state basketball 

broadcast, work with high 

school producers  

15 Keli McDonough, Dennis Decker 

18 Fox Community Adv. Board Quarterly Mtg. 15 Rebecca Gannon 

28 Wichita Wind Ensemble  Concert 200 Michael Schwanke 

10 Valley Center Scouts pk. 494 Weather talk 25 Mark Larson 

23 Catholic Care Center Weather Talk 15 Mark larson 

26 Augusta Scouts Pack 210 Weather Talk 50 Mark Larson 

30 Wichita Scouts Pack 510 Weather Talk 60 Mark Larson 

30 & 31 Kansas Association of 

Broadcasters 

SLC (State Leadership 

Conference ) 

6 Joan Barrett 

 

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab. 

 

 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board member 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board Member 

Kansas Assoc of Broadcasters Board Member 

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Television Journalism Chair 

Kansas Food Bank Board Member 

Easter Seals Goodwill Industries Board Member 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Church of Magdalen Lector/Volunteer 

Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

NE Baseball Coach 

MAYB Coach 

Wichita Collegiate School Board of Directors 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Production 

Harvey County Zoning & Planning Commission, Chairman  

Newton Rotary Club Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

Library Volunteer, McCollom Elementary 

Room Mother, McCollom Elementary 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team and Choir member 

Mueller Elementary School Site Council Member and Secretary 

Cub Scout Volunteer 

Bel Aire Rec. Asst. Baseball Coach 

Stuck Middle School Science Olympiad Coach 

 
Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children‟s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  
 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

 

Ronda Schwab, Sales Assistant 

Parent Teacher Organization, USD 262 

Teacher Appreciation Week Volunteer (Organizer) 

Big Brothers / Sisters Bowling Tournament Volunteer 

WSU Alumni Association / Career Mentor 

Friends University Alumni Supporter 



 

 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Wichita Chapter of Links Inc. Member – Community Civic Organization 

Jack & Jill of America Member-Community Civic Organization 

Sunday School teacher- Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Sales Manager 

Soroptimist 

DC Chamber Ambassador 

Small group leader, Minneola United Methodist Church 

 

Tracy Crockett, Reporter 

Girl Scout Leader 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Chair 

Wichita Arts Council, Emeritus Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Chris Durden, Producer & Internship Coordinator 

K-State Career Fair – Manhattan, KS 

KU Career Fair – Lawrence, KS 

 

Michelle Loss, Special Projects 

Church Pianist and Youth Leader, Freedom Bible Fellowship 

Circle Middle School, Career Day 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

01/04/09 Topics include: the Israeli-Hamas conflict: the land invasion of Gaza by Israel / the 

position of the United States regarding a cease-fire; the legacy of the President George 

W. Bush‟s administration; a look back on the Iraq War: current state of Iraq / the reaction 

of Saddam Hussein to the news of the impending invasion by the United States / critique 

of the original strategy with regards to troop levels and military intelligence, specifically 

false information regarding weapons of mass destruction; the Bush administration‟s 

program to monitor America‟s international phone calls without a warrant / reaction to 

Senator Jay Rockefeller‟s (D-WV) claim that he expressed concerns over the program 

with regards to civil liberties / support for the program and belief that the intelligence 

provided has protected America from another terrorist attack / how different actions need 

to be taken in wartime as opposed to peacetime in order to support and defend the 

Constitution; assertion that waterboarding is not torture / support for the methods of 

interrogation used by the CIA and a recommendation that President-elect Barack Obama 

continue those methods / justification for Guantanamo Bay to remain open 

Guest: Vice President Dick Cheney (R), Vice President of the United States 

 

01/11/09 1) Topics include: scandal involving the appointment of Roland Burris by Governor Rod 

Blagojevich to fill President-elect Barack Obama‟s vacant Senate seat and whether or not 

the Senate will allow him to be seated / questions regarding the legality of the 

appointment process for Mr. Burris; President-elect Obama‟s proposed stimulus package 

/ opinion in the Senate regarding Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi‟s view that 

President George W. Bush‟s tax cuts must be repealed / changing the tax codes to favor 

working families 

2) Topics include: statement by the Illinois Supreme Court regarding Roland Burris‟ 

appointment to the Senate as legal / assertion that the Senate should seat him and his 

desire to avoid creating any type of scene / questions regarding Governor Blagojevich‟s 

scandal and whether or not that should affect the public‟s perception of his appointment 

to the Senate / the motives behind Governor Blagojevich‟s selection / plans, if any, to 

travel to Washington, DC to pursue taking his seat 

3) Topics include: support for not raising taxes during this time of great economic 

uncertainty / Speaker Pelosi‟s desire to finalize the stimulus package before February 

recess / concerns in the House of Representatives and the Senate regarding the proposed 

stimulus package / the need to allow American families and small business keep more of 

what they earn / opposition to releasing the remaining emergency funds allotted in the 

economic rescue package 

Guests: Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Majority Whip (1); Roland Burris, Former Illinois 

Attorney General (2); Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Minority Leader (3) 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/18/09 1) Topics include: President-elect Barack Obama‟s proposed $825 billion economic 

recovery package / desire to see it approved within a month / includes provisions that will 

go into effect immediately, but is just one phase of his program; disagreement over the 

Bush tax cuts for upper income Americans - allow them to expire or repeal immediately; 

the current state of the American economy / belief that the unemployment rate will not 

reach ten percent; recent decision by Congress to release the remaining $350 billion in 

emergency funds to banks and financial institutions / focus of this distribution will not be 

on the needs of banks, but on the needs of the economy for credit / promise of full 

transparency and accountability this time around / President-elect Obama‟s belief that the 

funds must serve the interest of the country and not of the banks or their executives; 

problems facing the Big Three automakers and the need to restructure the industry 

2) Topics include: President-elect Obama‟s inaugural address / Mr. Dyson‟s piece in The 

Washington Post suggesting that his roots, oratorically and rhetorically, are in the black 

church / what the speech must accomplish / need for a call of unity for the American 

people / how President-elect Obama‟s background as a community organizer will come 

into play during his presidency / the significance of this event, not only for African-

Americans, but for the nation / how the past struggles of slavery, through the Civil Rights 

movement have made President-elect Obama and this moment possible / incredible spirit 

and anticipation regarding this inauguration 

Guests: Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council, Former 

Treasury Secretary under President Bill Clinton (1); Michael Eric Dyson, Georgetown 

University (2); John Dickerson, Chief Political Correspondent, Slate Magazine (2) 

 

01/25/09 Topics include: Vice President Joe Biden‟s concept of the vice presidency, as President 

Barack Obama‟s confidant versus a deputy president;  the worsening state of the 

American economy / President Obama‟s proposed economic stimulus package and what 

it entails / hopes for bipartisan support / the release of the second $350 billion and the 

promise of transparency and accountability by the Obama Administration / speculation as 

to whether or not additional funds will need to be allocated to financial institutions; 

President Obama‟s decision to close Guantanamo Bay / concern over the release of 

enemy combatants back into society and assurance that of those released, only United 

States citizens or legal residents will be allowed to return to the United States; last week‟s 

attack across the Pakistani border against an al Qaeda force by an assumed American 

drone, which continued the former Bush Administration‟s practice of granting permission 

to its forces to fire into Pakistan from Afghanistan / recent trip to Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

and Iraq: progress made in Pakistan in helping to train their counterinsurgency capability 

/ the role of the Taliban and current conditions in Afghanistan / American public should 

expect more casualties as plans to further engage the enemy are implemented / need for a 

political reconciliation in Iraq and for the Iraqis to decide between a federal system or a 

strong central government; how his new position of vice president impacts his tendency 

to be outspoken and candid 

Guest: Vice President Joe Biden (D), Vice President of the United States 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

01/04/09 “Is It Murder?” - a report on prosecutors who are pursuing harsher penalties, including 

murder convictions and long prison terms, for drunk drivers whose actions result in 

fatalities.  Discussed is the case of seven-year old Katie Flynn, killed by drunk driver 

Martin Heidgen.  Those interviewed are: Kathleen Rice, district attorney of Nassau 

County, New York; Jennifer and Neil Flynn, Katie Flynn‟s parents; Chris and Denise 

Tangney, Katie Flynn‟s grandparents; Steven Lamagna, Martin Heidgen‟s attorney. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Catherine Olian) 

“Mind Reading” - a report on the advancements in neuroscience with regards to 

monitoring brain activity linked to certain thoughts, making it now possible, on a very 

basic scale, to read a person‟s mind.  Also discussed is how this technology can be used 

to help solve crimes and for marketing purposes.  Those interviewed are: neuroscientist 

Marcel Just and his colleague Tom Mitchell from Carnegie-Mellon University; 60 

MINUTES associate producer Meghan Frank, who took part in a brain scan 

demonstration; neuroscientist John Dylan Haynes from the Bernstein Center in Berlin; 

Paul Root Wolpe, Director of the Center for Ethics at Emory University in Atlanta, 

Georgia; neuroscientist Gemma Calvert, co-founder of the London company Neurosense 

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) 

“The Mad Scientist of Football” - an interview with Texas Tech football coach Mike 

Leach, who made up for a lack of money and top talent by creating an innovative offense 

that‟s changing the game of college football and beating bigger schools which regularly 

attract the best talent in the nation.  Others interviewed were: writer Michael Lewis, 

author of “Moneyball,” a book about how disadvantaged teams succeed in elite sports; 

Texas Tech quarterback Graham Harrell and wide receiver Michael Crabtree (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Shawn Efran and Catherine Herrick) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy‟s Inauguration Trivia” - Andy‟s interesting factoids on 

Presidential inaugurations 

 

01/11/09 “The Price of Oil” - a report on how the historic swings in oil prices last year were the 

result of financial speculation from Wall Street investment banks and not supply and 

demand.  The role of Enron in the deregulation of the oil futures market is also discussed. 

Interviewed are: Dan Gilligan, president of the Petroleum Marketers Association; Sean 

Cota, member of the Petroleum Marketers Association, who is in the home heating oil 

business; Michael Masters, hedge fund manager; Michael Greenberger, former director of 

trading for the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (C: Steve Kroft - P: Leslie 

Cockburn) 

“The Chairman” - an interview/profile of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral 

Mike Mullen, who talks about how he will be advising President-elect Barack Obama on 

U.S. troop withdrawal from Iraq and deploying more troops to Afghanistan.  Includes 

footage of Mullen touring battlefields in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. (C: David 

Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 

“Wyclef” - an interview/profile of musician Wyclef Jean, who is using his talent and 

wealth to help the people in his native Haiti.  Born into poverty in Haiti, he emigrated to 

the U.S. and became a multi-millionaire rock star. He is seen visiting Haiti and talking 

about Yele Haiti, the charity he created to help the people in Haiti. (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II and Magalie Laguerre Wilkinson) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy‟s Favorite Holiday”  - Take a guess!  It‟s not Christmas or 

New Years.  It‟s the one that involves fireworks. 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

01/18/09 PREEMPTED 

 

01/25/09 “The Winter of Our Hardship” - a report on the impact of the economic crisis on 

Wilmington, Ohio, whose residents have been hit particularly hard because the town‟s 

largest employer, DHL, is shutting its domestic operation.  Many of the residents are 

losing their homes and health insurance.  Interviewed are DHL employees who have been 

laid off or had their hours reduced: Mike O‟Machearley, Keith Rider, Morris Deufemia, 

John and Angela Pica, Bruce McKee, Geri Lynn Thomas, Diana Smith, Dorothy 

Faulconer.  Also interviewed are: David Raizk, Mayor of Wilmington City; Senator 

Sherrod Brown; Allen Willoughby, worker at the Sugar Tree Ministry‟s soup kitchen. (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein and Nicole Young) 

“No Peace Deal” - a report from Israel and the West Bank, where the ongoing conflict in 

Gaza has prompted a growing number of Israelis and Palestinians to say that a two-state 

solution is no longer possible and that history has passed it by.  Interviewed: Daniella 

Weiss, Mayor of a large settlement in the West Bank; Doctor Mustafa Barghouti, 

candidate for Palestinian President; Abdul Nassif, Palestinian resident whose apartment 

has been occupied by armed Israeli soldiers; Meron Benvenisti, former Deputy Mayor of 

Jerusalem; Tzipi Livni, Israeli Foreign Minister who is also Israel‟s chief negotiator with 

the Palestinians. (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“Wine Rx” - a report about resveratrol, a substance in red wine that scientists believe 

might do more than just protect the heart. They think it could, in very high 

concentrations, significantly extend life by preventing a number of age-related illnesses.  

If they are right, we all may soon be taking a pill that could give us an extra decade or 

two of healthy old age.  Interviewed: Dr. Christoph Westphal and biochemist David 

Sinclair who founded Sirtris, a Cambridge, Massachusetts research company; Dr. Richard 

Weindruch, who heads up the study of the calorie intake of rhesus monkeys at the 

National Institutes of Health Study at the University of Wisconsin; Ricki Colman, project 

leader of the aforementioned study. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran and 

Katy Textor) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Our New President” - Find out what Andy‟s take is on President 

Barack Obama 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

01/03/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Betrayal” - an update of a report on the September 3, 2006 

disappearance of Nina Reiser, a Russian doctor who had married Hans Reiser, an 

American computer whiz.  The couple had two children, but their marriage began to fall 

apart and Nina began an affair with Sean Sturgeon, Hans‟ best friend. Embroiled in a 

nasty custody fight, Nina dropped off the children at Hans‟ house on Labor Day weekend 

and then mysteriously vanished.  Her body had never been found.  After investigation, 

Hans was arraigned on murder charges five weeks after Nina‟s disappearance, and one 

year later, went on trial for her murder.  After three days of deliberation, the jury found 

him guilty of first degree murder and he was sentenced to 25 years to life. Update for 

this rebroadcast: In the summer of 2008, Hans Reiser offered to lead police to Nina‟s 

body in exchange for a reduced verdict and reduced time in prison.  The police agreed; 

Hans led them to her remains, which he had buried just half a mile from his house. As 

part of the deal, Hans was required to provide a detailed confession of how he murdered 

Nina, and his voice is heard describing how he strangled her. One month later, the verdict 

against Hans was lowered to murder in the second degree, and sentenced him to 15 years 

to life. Graphic updates: Nina Reiser was buried in St. Petersburg, Russia. Her children 

will remain in Russia with Nina‟s mother.  Hans Reiser will be eligible for parole in 

2021.  He will be 58 years old. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Paul LaRosa, Gayane 

Keshishyan, Allen Alter) (OAD: 06/03/08) 

 

01/10/09 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Stolen Beauty” - a report on the October 

2005 disappearance of Tara Grinstead, an 11th grade history teacher and beauty pageant 

queen from Ocilla, Georgia -- and a similar case three months later, in January 2006, 

involving Jennifer Kesse, a financial analyst from Orlando, Florida, who disappeared 

after she returned home from a vacation in St. Croix with her boyfriend.  This account 

includes background details, surrounding circumstances, and the consideration of a 

possible link between the two cases, as well as information regarding the ongoing 

investigation by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the Orlando Police Department.  

Among those interviewed are: Connie Grinstead, Tara‟s stepmother; Gary Rothwell, 

special agent with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation; Rob Allen, Jennifer‟s boyfriend; 

several members of Jennifer‟s family; Sergeant Roger Brennan and Detective Joel Wright 

of the Orlando Police Department. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Katherine Davis). (OAD: 

07/01/08 as 48 HOURS VANISHED: “Stolen Beauty”) 

 

01/17/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Peace, Love And Murder” - A report on the murder of 

housewife Toni Heartsong, killed in her Jupiter, Florida home on September 26, 2000.  

That day, police received a phone call from her husband Bob Heartsong saying that he 

had come home from work to discover her dead body, brutally bludgeoned and stabbed.  

For various reasons, Bob was initially eliminated as a possible suspect, but in 2006, new 

DNA technology revealed the presence of his blood under Toni‟s thumbnail and his DNA 

on her hand.  He was arrested, and in 2008 he was tried for her murder. The blood 

evidence presented by the prosecution was deemed inconclusive, and the jury rendered a 

verdict of not guilty. Among those interviewed are: Barry Soren, Toni‟s brother; her 

cousins Mel and Sandra Sorkowitz, Deb Schepp, Elissa LeJeune; Toni‟s sons Eli and 

Jake Heartsong; Florida State investigator Tim Valentine; Steve Kochakian, a former 

employee of Bob Heartsong; Suzye Goldstein, Bob Heartsong‟s new wife; Palm Beach 

County police John Van Houten, Bill Springer; prosecutor Barbara Burns; defense 

attorney Barry Maxwell; jury foreman Tony Alberto. (C: Harold Dow - P: Alec Sirken, 

Lourdes Aguiar) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

01/24/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Lady In The Harbor” - A report on the September 2006 

murder of aspiring actress Barbara Mullenix, whose body was discovered in the water at 

the Newport Harbor Yacht Club in California. She had been stabbed fifty-two times.  An 

initial suspect was her ex-husband, Bruce Mullenix.  Despite their divorce, Bruce had 

agreed to let Barbara and their 17-year-old daughter Rachael move into his small 

Huntington Beach apartment, a situation that worsened when Barbara would drink and 

become verbally abusive.  But Bruce was soon ruled out as a suspect because he had been 

out of town on a business trip.  Investigators‟ attention then turned to Rachael and her 21-

year-old boyfriend, Ian Allen, who were nowhere to be found after the murder.  When 

they were finally apprehended and questioned, Ian admitted to killing Barbara, and 

Rachael was also accused of the murder.  Both Ian And Rachael were tried separately.  

Each was found guilty of first degree murder, and each was sentenced to 25 years to life. 

Includes interviews with Bruce Mullenix; Rachael Mullenix; Newport police 

investigators Steve Mack and Joe Cartwright; Kelsey Douglas, friend of Rachael 

Mullenix; Sonia Balleste, Orange County prosecutor; David Cohn, Rachel‟s attorney; 

Sean Enloe, pathologist; Dr. Al Ravitz, child psychiatrist.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Ira 

Sutow, Allen Alter) 

 

01/31/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Conspiracy To Kill” - A report on the suspiciously similar 

circumstances surrounding the deaths, 19 years apart, of the two husbands of Sonia Rios, 

who herself was later murdered.  Rios, a native of the Philippines, first married Earl 

Bourdeau, a U.S. Marine whom she met in the Philippines.  They settled in Lomita, 

California. After a stormy 21-year marriage, Earl wanted a divorce.  But before Sonia 

would grant him one, she demanded that he go to the Philippines by himself to sell a 

family taxi business. Earl went, and, in August 1987, while sleeping on the couch in the 

home of Sonia‟s relatives, he was shot in the head at point-blank range.  In 1990, Sonia 

then married Navy Commander Larry Risken.  By 2006, their marriage had deteriorated, 

and Larry wanted a divorce.  Sonia consented, but only if Larry went alone on a long-

planned trip to the Philippines to visit two of Sonia‟s young relatives of whom he was 

very fond.  He made the trip, and in April 2006 Larry was killed in the parking lot of a 

hospital there.  One year later, in April 2007, Sonia herself was shot to death in her 

Lomita, California home.  Both Earl and Larry‟s families are convinced that Sonia had 

both of her husbands murdered for their insurance money.  But the murders of both men -

- and the murder of Sonia Rios -- remain unsolved.  Includes interviews with Sherry 

Jackson, sister of Larry Risken; Dennis Bourdeau, brother of Earl Bordeau; Larry 

Altman, crime reporter; Henry Hoskins, friend of Sonia Rios; Bong Oteza, private 

investigator; Mike Rodriguez, L.A. County Sheriff‟s detective; Dr. Rachel Fortun, 

forensic pathologist.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Joe Halderman, Sara Rodriguez) 

 

 



 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL 
 

01/20/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “Change And Challenge: The Inauguration Of Barack 

Obama” - a broadcast that includes (1) a  review and taped excerpts of the events 

surrounding today‟s inauguration of Barack Obama as President of the United States; (2) 

an interview by Katie Couric with then-President-Elect Obama on a wide range of topics, 

recorded last week for this broadcast; (3) interviews with several Americans (Avery 

Jordan, a ten-year-old from Oklahoma; Maura Sullivan, a former Marine Corps Captain; 

and Edith Childs, a councilwoman from Greenwood, South Carolina) about their own 

feelings about the impact of Obama‟s election; (4) interviews with relatives of slain civil 

rights leader Medgar Evers, including his widow Myrlie and his great-nieces Courtney 

and Corrie Cockrell; (5) an interview with Marty Nesbit, a close friend of President 

Obama; (6) the contrast between today‟s events and the racial attitudes in America‟s past, 

including comments by Theodore Landsmark, victim of an attack by anti-busing 

protesters in Boston in 1976, and Elizabeth Eckford who, as a 15-year-old in 1957, was 

part of the attempt to integrate Little Rock Central High School. Correspondents: Katie 

Couric (anchor, National Building Museum, Washington, D.C.); Chip Reid; Byron Pitts 

(3); Harold Dow (4); Erin Moriarty (5); Richard Schlesinger (6). Executive Producer: 

Susan Zirinsky 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

02/01/09 1) Topics include: revelation regarding former Senator Tom Daschle‟s (D-SD) unpaid 

taxes and its possible affect on his confirmation as Secretary of Health and Human 

Services; the economic stimulus package / its chances of passing in the Senate / 

recommended changes to the bill, focusing on the housing crisis and tax relief; 

nomination of Senator Judd Gregg (R-NH) as Secretary of Commerce / impact on 

balance of power in the Senate 

2) Topics include: opinion regarding the status of former Senator Tom Daschle‟s 

nomination due to the divulgence of his unpaid taxes / reaction to Senator McConnell‟s 

concerns regarding the economic stimulus package / support and breakdown of the 

stimulus bill, focusing on the housing problem and an increase for infrastructure spending 

/ view concerning republican support of the bill / the question of tax cuts 

3) Topics include: changes needed in order for the stimulus bill to pass the Senate / need 

to focus on addressing the housing problem and tax cuts for the lower and middle class; 

prospects for Tom Daschle‟s confirmation 

Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader (1); Senator Charles 

Schumer (D-NY), Vice Chairman, Democratic Conference (2); David Brooks, 

Columnist, The New York Times (3) 

 

02/08/09 1) Topics include: reasons behind his opposition to President Barack Obama‟s economic 

recovery plan / the need for a stimulus package, but not this one and one that is more 

bipartisan / criticism regarding the exclusion of Republicans from the at-the-beginning 

discussions and negotiations regarding this package 

2) Topics include: importance of the economic recovery package to the United States / 

opinion regarding Republican opposition to this plan / current state of the American 

economy and how failing to boost the economy will deepen the crisis / need to address 

the housing crisis / optimism regarding the conference committee‟s ability to negotiate 

the differences between the House of Representatives and Senate 

3) Topics include: the importance of the stimulus package and President Obama‟s 

commitment to seeing it through / speculation regarding Secretary of the Treasury 

Timothy Geithner‟s upcoming announcement on how to use the remaining TARP money 

more effectively / proposed aid to homeowners facing foreclosure on their homes / 

President Obama‟s commitment to transparency and full accounting / support from 

economists regarding President Obama‟s plans for the economy / the catastrophic effects 

should the economic recovery plan fail to pass 

Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ) (1); Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND) (2); Christina 

Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisors (3) 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

02/15/09 1) Topics include: passing of President Barack Obama‟s economic stimulus package by 

both the House and Senate / when and how America will begin to see the effects of this 

legislation / hope that this stimulus plan will curb the rising unemployment rate / 

President Obama‟s commitment to continue to reach out to Republicans / provision in the 

stimulus package putting a cap on wages and bonuses for the executives of big financial 

institutions receiving financial bailouts / President Obama‟s desire to strike the right 

balance concerning the regulation of salaries and bonuses; Senator Judd Gregg‟s (R-NH) 

decision not to accept the nomination for Secretary of Commerce 

2) Topics include: support for the provision limiting executive compensation; reaction to 

the criticism of Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner‟s presentation on how to use the 

remaining TARP money as being too broad / implications of allowing insolvent banks to 

fail / belief that the $50 billion mentioned by Treasury Secretary Geithner for foreclosure 

relief will be insufficient 

Guests: Robert Gibbs, White House Press Secretary (1); Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), 

Ranking Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Representative Barney Frank (D-MA), 

Chairman, House Financial Services Committee (2) 

 

02/22/09 1) Topics include: support for President Barack Obama‟s recently announced housing 

bailout plan / explanation of the three phases of the plan: money to help keep mortgage 

rates low, refinancing opportunities for homeowners current on their mortgages but at 

risk due to declining housing values in their neighborhoods, and a modification plan for 

those homeowners at risk of foreclosure / estimation as to how many foreclosures can be 

forestalled with this plan 

2) Topics include: current economic conditions and crises being faced in New Jersey, 

Indiana, and Ohio / support for accepting the stimulus cash as outlined in President 

Obama‟s economic recovery plan and how each state will use those resources / reaction 

to the decision made by a few Republican governors not to accept any of the stimulus 

cash 

Guests: Shaun Donovan, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (1); Governor 

John Corzine (D-NJ) (2); Governor Mitch Daniels (R-IN) (2); Governor Ted Strickland 

(D-OH) (2) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

02/01/09 PREEMPTED for the CBS News special CBS REPORTS: “The Road to the White 

House” 

 

02/08/09 “Saving Flight 1549" - a three-part report on the incredible water landing in the Hudson 

River on January 15, 2009 of a U.S. Air flight which saved the lives of all 155 people 

aboard.  Part I is an interview with Hero pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger.  Part 

II is an interview with Captain Sullenberger and his crew, and with his wife.  Part III 

consists of coverage of a reunion between the passengers and the crew, as well as 

additional remarks from Captain Sullenberger and his family.  Part I: (C: Katie Couric - 

P: Tanya Simon, Michael Radutzky, Lori Beecher) Part II: (C: Katie Couric - P: Michael 

Radutzky, Lori Beecher, Jenny Dubin)  Part III: (C: Katie Couric - P: Tanya Simon, Lori 

Beecher, Andrew Metz)  DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Coldplay” - a profile of the British rock group, Coldplay, who provide a rare look 

inside their world, which includes a candid interview with frontman and singer Chris 

Martin.  Also interviewed: guitarist Jonny Buckland, bass player Guy Berryman and 

drummer Will Champion.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: John Hamlin) 

 

02/15/09 “Buy American” - a report on the “buy American” clause included in the economic 

stimulus package passed by Congress this week.  Fought hard for by the steel industry, it 

mandates that any infrastructure project paid for with stimulus dollars must use steel 

made in the USA and not cheaper imports.  American businesses that export overseas 

now worry foreign governments will retaliate and keep U.S. products out of their market, 

thus hurting their business.  Interviewed: Dan Dimicco, CEO of Nucor, the United States‟ 

biggest steel maker; Doug Jellison, Nucor plant manager; cold saw operator Jeremy 

Davis; and Jim Owens, CEO of Caterpillar.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“World of Trouble” - Paul Bishop was a mortgage salesman at the San Francisco branch 

of World Savings of California, the United States‟ second largest savings and loan.  In an 

interview, he recounts how - three years before the housing market crash - he warned his 

superiors that many of the mortgages they were granting were misleading and predatory.  

This practice contributed to the eventual self-destruction of the mortgage industry, setting 

off an economic collapse that ruined the finances of millions of Americans.  Also 

interviewed: Betty Townes, financially ruined after being sold a series of World Savings 

mortgages she couldn‟t afford; Maeve-Elyse Brown, lawyer for a non-profit group 

working to save homeowners from foreclosure; and Bob Simpson, whose company, 

IMARC, investigates failed mortgages.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Graham Messick) 

“War In Pakistan” - a report on the conflicts in Pakistan, featuring an interview with 

President Asif Ali Zardari.  The Muslim nation, whose support is critical to the U.S. 

mission in Afghanistan, is not only broke and embroiled in another crisis with its arch 

enemy India, it's also now at war with Muslim extremists trying to destroy the 

government.  This growing insurgency, run by the Taliban and al Qaeda, is threatening 

the stability of a key U.S. ally that is believed to have as many as a hundred nuclear 

weapons.  Also interviewed: General Tariq Khan, commander of Pakistan‟s forces in the 

tribal territories; Bruce Riedel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institute, who has spent 

thirty years as a CIA analyst and has advised President Barack Obama on the situation in 

Pakistan; and Khalid Khawaja, former Pakistani intelligence officer and friend of Osama 

bin Laden.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Is Stumped By The Headlines” - Andy tries to decipher 

financial headlines 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/22/09 “The Drinking Age” - an examination of the debate over lowering the legal drinking age 

from 21 to 18, a controversial idea embraced by some and roundly criticized by groups 

such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).  Includes interviews with: John 

McCardell, former president of Middlebury College in Vermont, who started the 

movement dedicated to lowering the drinking age back to 18; Mark Beckner, Chief of 

Police, Boulder, Colorado; Leslie and Michael Lanahan, mother and stepfather of 

University of Colorado freshman Gordie Bailey, who died of alcohol poisoning when he 

underwent a Chi Psi fraternity initiation; and Chuck Hurley, Executive Director of 

MADD.  (C: Leslie Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter) 

“Kidnapped in Basra” - a report on the war in Iraq, featuring an interview with CBS 

News producer/cameraman Richard Butler, who was kidnapped in Basra in 2008.  At that 

time, the southern city was in total chaos, at the mercy of warring Shiite factions -- many 

of whom were taking their orders from Iran and Hezbollah.  In one of the first major 

Iraqi-led military missions since the United States invasion, Iraqi troops, along with their 

U.S. counterparts, invaded the city, took control, and rescued Butler, leading to an 

understanding that the new Iraqi government could successfully combat the militias.  

Also includes an interview with Colonel Peter Mansoor, former executive officer to 

America‟s top commander in Iraq.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Peter Klein) 

“The Mascot” - an interview/profile of Alex Kurzem, who at the age of six watched his 

family being shot by the Nazis.  Born Elia Solomonovich Kalperin in Koidanov, 

Belorussia, he decided to flee into the forest the morning his Jewish family was to be 

exterminated and survived there for months, before being captured by Nazi soldiers, who 

not knowing he was Jewish, made him the youngest corporal in the Nazi army.  After the 

war, he migrated to Australia, married and had his own family, but did not reveal his true 

identity -- a secret he kept for more than fifty years.  Though unable to remember his true 

identity, with help from his son, he was able to rediscover his past, the fate of his family, 

and meet a half-brother he didn‟t even know existed.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. 

Anderson) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Presidents: Best To Worst” - Andy takes a look at a new list of 

the best and worst presidents 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

02/07/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “An Invisible Enemy” - a follow-up to “An Invisible Enemy” 

(OAD: 12/08/07).  In January 2007, Cynthia Sommer was convicted of murdering her 

Marine Sgt. husband Todd in February 2002 with a lethal dose of arsenic.  But ten 

months after her conviction, she was granted a new trial because of questions about the 

validity of the lab tests that found arsenic in some of Todd Sommer‟s tissue samples but 

not in others.  His tissue samples were now sent to another lab to be tested for arsenic -- 

and none was found.  Because of this, the prosecution concluded that there was a 

reasonable doubt; murder charges against Cynthia Sommer were dropped, and the case 

was dismissed.  However, Todd Sommer‟s death is still officially listed as a homicide, 

and the court left open the possibility that Cynthia Sommer could be charged again.  

Interviewed are: Cynthia Sommer; Jan Lippert, Cynthia‟s mother; Allen Bloom, Cynthia 

Sommer‟s new defense attorney; Mark Ridley, Naval Criminal Investigative Service 

special agent; Rob Terwilliger, a second NCIS special agent; Bonnie Dumanis, San 

Diego District Attorney; Dr. Lee Cantrell, toxicologist; Dr. Glenn Wagner, medical 

examiner; Eva Stoner, military police officer; Al Poklis, arsenic expert.  (C: Richard 

Schlesinger - P: Marcelena Spencer, Gayane Keshishyan) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

02/14/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “The Year We Disappeared” - On August 31, 1979, 

John Busby, a Falmouth, Massachusetts police officer, was ambushed in his car by a 

gunman in a passing car who shot him point blank in the face with a shotgun.  Although 

brutally wounded, Busby was able to write a note for police at the scene that said “Not an 

accident. Mel Reine.” Melvin Reine, a convicted arsonist and suspected murderer of three 

people, was a local thug whose brother, John Reine, had been arrested by John Busby.  

For undetermined reasons, Melvin Reine had long intimidated the Falmouth police, and 

the attempted murder of John Busby was not aggressively investigated.  Fearing for their 

safety, the Busby family moved to an undisclosed location in Tennessee.  Twenty-four 

years after the shooting, in 2003, John Reine confessed to the police that his brother 

Melvin had indeed shot John Busby while he, Melvin, drove the car. However, because 

of the statute of limitations, the Reines will remain unpunished.  Melvin is now 

institutionalized, in a state of dementia.  John Busby and his daughter Cylin have written 

a memoir together, entitled “The Year We Disappeared”.  Includes narration by John 

Busby; Cylin Busby, his daughter; Kellie Collier-Driscoll, his niece; Polly Busby, his 

wife; Rick Smith, Falmouth police officer.  (Producers: Chuck Stevenson, Liza Finley, 

Katherine Davis, Chris Young) 

 

02/21/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “River’s Edge” - On January 8, 2000, college students 

Danielle Keener and Dan Zapp were on a date, walking along a river‟s edge outside 

York, Pennsylvania, when they were kidnapped at gunpoint by a man in a pick-up truck.  

The gunman put Dan in the back of the truck with his Rottweiler dog; he put Danielle in 

the passenger seat, where he then raped her.  Afterwards, he then put them both out of the 

truck, and ordered them to walk down towards the river.  From behind, he then shot them 

both in the face.  Feigning death, they floated down the river, out of the gunman‟s view.  

They were soon picked up by a hunter, Pete Prowell, who was able to contact the police 

and get them to a hospital.  Dan -- on a respirator and unable to speak -- wrote on a 

notepad what he remembered of the gunman and gave the police the clues they needed to 

find him.  Police then tracked down and arrested William Babner for the crime.  Six 

months after the shooting, Babner went on trial; he was convicted and sentenced to one-

hundred and seventeen and a half to two-hundred and thirty five years in prison.  Includes 

narration by Danielle Keener; Dan Zapp; Pete Prowell, the couple‟s rescuer; Brent 

Keener, Danielle‟s father; Elizabeth Martin, Danielle‟s college roommate; Dr. John 

Hankle, attending physician, York Hospital; Detective Doug Demangone, York police; 

Police Chief Darryl Albright; Police Captain Roland Camacho; Ed Paskey, York County 

Prosecutor.  (Producers: Katherine Davis, Michael McHugh, Alan Miller, Kevin Hayes) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

02/28/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld” (9:00-10:00p) - A 

report on the June 28, 2007 disappearance of Paige Birgfeld, twice-divorced mother of 

three and a resident of Grand Junction, Colorado and the subsequent double-life 

uncovered by investigators following her disappearance. Following her 2006 divorce, 

Paige became the primary caregiver to her children and was described as such a devoted 

mother that the Mesa County Sheriff‟s Department was convinced she would never have 

left on her own accord.  As friends and family searched for her; her car was found 

abandoned and on fire in an empty lot.  Her first husband, Ron Beigler became the focus 

of the investigation, when it was learned that the two had been on a date the day of her 

disappearance, but Paige‟s friends and family were far more suspicious of the children‟s 

father, Rob Dixon, as she had a troubled history with him.  After a thorough inquiry, both 

men had solid alibis.  As the investigation continued, it was discovered that Paige was 

also known as Carrie, a high-priced escort.  Her family suspected she had money issues.  

Investigators then began to believe Paige was murdered by one of her clients. Using her 

cell phone records, police began carefully looking at all of her clients and eventually 

honed in on one man, Lester Ralph Jones, an ex-con who had served time for kidnapping 

and assault.  Authorities searched his home, but will not discuss what evidence they 

uncovered.  Search dogs led investigators from Paige‟s car to an RV shop where Jones 

worked as a mechanic.  Although authorities have zeroed in on Lester Ralph Jones, no 

charges have been filed and he denies any involvement.  The lack of a body, coupled with 

Paige‟s secret life, have made it that much harder to prove anything beyond a reasonable 

doubt.  Her friends and family continue their search.  (C: Harold Dow - P: Loen Kelley, 

Sara Ely Hulse, Ira Sutow) (OAD: 06/10/08 as 48 HOURS VANISHED: “The Secret 

Life Of Paige Birgfeld”; Includes brief updated text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

02/28/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Black Wave” (10:00-11:00p) - In June 2005, John and 

Jean Silverwood of San Diego, California, along with their four children, were sailing 

around the world in their 55-foot catamaran when they struck a hidden reef.  A massive 

wave then forced the 2,500 pound mast to fall on John Silverwood, pinning him to the 

deck and cutting right through his leg.  Through the resourcefulness of his son, Ben, and 

his wife, Jean, John‟s blood loss was stopped, and the family was moved to a coral ledge 

about a hundred feet away from the boat.  The signal from their emergency beacon, held 

by son Jack, enabled the Coast Guard Station in Alameda, California, to pinpoint their 

location - approximately 350 nautical miles west of Tahiti Papeete. They were finally 

rescued and John was transported to the hospital in Tahiti.  Although his leg had to be 

amputated, John‟s life was saved.  Includes individual narrations by Jean and John 

Silverwood and their children: Ben, Amelia, Camille and Jack; Ernie Delli Gatti of Coast 

Guard Search and Rescue.  (Producers: Chuck Stevenson, Chris Young, Gregory F. 

McLaughlin, Doreen Schechter, Joan Adelman) 

 

 



 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIALS 
 

02/01/09 CBS REPORTS: “The Road to the White House” - a retrospective chronological 

review of Barack Obama‟s road to the presidency, incorporating never-before-seen 

footage along with video excerpts of previously aired 60 MINUTES segments, and 

unified with an original audio narrative by correspondent Steve Kroft, who was also the 

correspondent for all excerpted segments.  Included are: (1) “The Road to the White 

House” (First Steps) - a look back at why 60 MINUTES chose to profile Barack Obama, 

a then-rising political phenomenon, who planned to announce his candidacy for the 

presidency on 02/10/07 (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Tom Anderson). (2) 

“The Road to the White House” (The Primaries) - after an enthusiastic beginning, 

Obama‟s campaign hit a wall, and on the eve of the primaries, he trailed Hillary Clinton 

by nearly 20 points. He learned to be a great candidate, and in Iowa, his organization 

outmaneuvered the Clinton campaign and achieved victory, shattering Senator Clinton‟s 

aura of inevitability. (P: L. Franklin Devine, Jennifer MacDonald). (3) “The Road to the 

White House” (Victory) - Obama went to the Democratic convention assured of the 

nomination and made history as the first African-American presidential nominee of a 

major political party. In the campaign, he was locked in a dead-heat with Republican 

rival John McCain, and eventually achieved an historic victory on election night, 

appearing that night to a cheering crowd in Chicago‟s Grant Park (no producers listed). 

(4) “The Road to the White House” (Looking Ahead) - after Obama‟s victory, he 

remained out of sight, getting briefings and conferring with his transition team. His first 

post-election interview was conducted by Steve Kroft, 12 days after the election, and 

included his wife, Michelle Obama . (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky).  

Excerpts were taken from the following previously aired segments: “Barack Obama” 

(OAD: 02/11/07);  “Obama „08" (OAD: 02/10/08);  “Ohio” (OAD: 03/02/08);  “Obama -

Biden „08" (OAD: 08/31/08);  “The Candidates - Obama „08" (OAD: 09/21/08);  “The 

Inner Circle” (OAD: 11/09/08);  “The Next First Family” (OAD: 11/16/08). (OAD: 

12/28/08 on 60 MINUTES) 

 

02/24/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “A Presidential Address To Congress” - live 

coverage of President Barack Obama‟s first address to a joint session of Congress since 

he took office.  Includes: (1) President Obama‟s address; (2) The Republican response by 

Gov. Bobby Jindal (R-LA); and (3) Commentary by CBS News personnel, including 

results of a CBS News / Knowledge Networks poll of 500 Americans who watched the 

President‟s address and then responded to poll questions online. CBS News 

Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor, Washington studio); Bob Schieffer; Chip Reid 

(White House); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Anthony Mason; Jeff Greenfield (Los 

Angeles).  CBS News Political Analyst: Dan Bartlett. 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

03/01/09 Guest: Rahm Emanuel, White House Chief of Staff 

Topics include: whether or not President Barack Obama is going to approve the spending 

bill, which contains 9,000 earmarks -- something he campaigned against; reaction to 

Newt Gingrich‟s characterization of President Obama‟s budget as an effort to remake 

America into a more left-wing country with a bigger government / support and 

breakdown of the budget / President Obama‟s continued commitment to bipartisanship; 

Rush Limbaugh as the voice, intellectual force, and energy behind the Republican Party; 

current state of General Motors / response to GM‟s request for an additional $16 billion 

from the government; President Obama‟s announcement regarding troop withdrawal in 

Iraq / plan to leave 50,000 troops in Iraq in support roles; President Obama‟s April 

deadline for passing the budget; increased violence along the Mexican border between 

competing drug cartels 

 

03/08/09 Guests: Peter Orszag, Director, White House Office of Management and Budget (1); 

Representative John Boehner (R-OH), House Minority Leader (2); Kathleen Parker, 

Syndicated Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (3); Michael Fletcher, White 

House Reporter, The Washington Post 

1) Topics include: President Barack Obama‟s proposal to fund the expansion of health 

care by reducing the deduction that upper-income taxpayers receive when donating to 

charities; belief that the current Recovery Act must be given time to work before there is 

talk of another stimulus package; reaction to Senator Lindsey Graham‟s (R-SC) portrayal 

of President Obama‟s budget as a “reckless exercise” / current Republican budgetary 

proposals / spending bill currently before Congress, which Republicans have blocked / 

opposition to Representative John Boehner‟s proposed spending freeze 

2) Topics include: clarification regarding his suggested spending freeze / Republican 

proposals to stimulate the economy and fix the housing crisis / objections regarding 

President Obama‟s budget; criticism of the White House for encouraging the idea that 

Rush Limbaugh is the leader of the Republican Party; assertion that the reason the stock 

market is performing so poorly is that Wall Street does not support President Obama‟s 

policies; opposition to another infusion of federal money to General Motors 

3) Topics include: theory that the White House is designating Rush Limbaugh as the head 

of the Republican Party in order to bring back the Fairness Doctrine; Democratic 

opposition to President Obama‟s proposal to reduce the deduction that upper-income 

taxpayers receive when donating to charities; recent poll results indicating support and 

patience for President Obama 

 

03/15/09 Guests: Lawrence Summers, Director, National Economic Council (1); Thomas 

Friedman, Columnist, The New York Times (2) 

1) Topics include: reaction to the news that AIG -- the huge insurance company that 

received $170 billion in taxpayer bailouts -- has decided to pay $165 million in bonuses 

to executives / the difficulty in monitoring government bailout money with regards to the 

banking industry / preview of President Barack Obama‟s plan for small businesses / 

administration‟s view on how to best handle so-called toxic assets; response to the recent 

statement made by the president of China, expressing concern for the safety of China‟s 

investment in the United States / support for Treasury Bills as the asset of choice; 

assurance that President Obama has no intention of taxing health care benefits 

2) Topics include: the government‟s inability to control the situation at AIG and belief 

that this crisis could impact the morale of the people of United States / resolving the 

growing problem of toxic assets / anger over how the bailout money has been spent / 

waiting for the geopolitical fallout from the economic crisis / emergence of Pakistan and 

North Korea as the world‟s two most dangerous governments 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

03/22/09 Guests: Representative Barney Frank (D-MA) (1); Senator Charles Grassley (R-IA) (1); 

Austan Goolsbee, White House Council of Economic Advisers (2); Jackie Calmes, 

National Correspondent, The New York Times (3); John Dickerson, Chief Political 

Correspondent, Slate Magazine (3) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: the recently passed 90% tax on bonuses paid by American 

International Group, Inc. (AIG) to their executives / outrage expressed by Americans 

beyond the Beltway -- unable to understand why AIG, a recipient of federal bailout 

money, awarded bonuses / opposition to retention bonuses; rating Treasury Secretary Tim 

Geithner‟s performance; speculation concerning President Barack Obama‟s proposed 

toxic asset clean-up plan 

2) Topics include: the White House reaction to the tax on AIG / President Obama‟s 

understanding of how people beyond the Beltway view these bonuses; basic outline of 

the toxic asset bailout plan; recent report from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

describing the deficit as significantly larger than the White House‟s estimate, as well as a 

more pessimistic outlook on the U.S. economy 

3) Topics include: lack of confidence in Treasury Secretary Geithner; the CBO‟s report 

on the deficit and how this will impact President Obama‟s budget and health care bill / 

possibility of a proposal for a majority rule with regards to the health care bill, taking 

away the Republican‟s filibuster power; reaction to the many and varied recent public 

appearances by President Obama and a judgement on their effectiveness 

 

03/29/09 Guest: President Barack Obama (D), President of the United States 

Topics include: new strategy in Afghanistan, calling for 22,000 more troops and an 

increase in spending by 60% / the need to refocus attention on al Qaeda and to ensure that 

neither Afghanistan or Pakistan can serve as a safe haven / troubling situation in Pakistan 

/ the obligation to work with Pakistan and Afghanistan on both a military level and on a 

diplomatic level, as well as through aid assistance and development / importance of 

adjusting strategy with regards to circumstances; confidence regarding current plan for 

troop withdrawal from Iraq; current situation in Mexico / recently introduced initiative to 

assist the border regions that are being threatened by drug cartels; incomplete efforts 

made by the U.S. auto industry to formulate a new business plan; clarification regarding 

the middle class tax cut not being in the proposed budget, but for two years in the 

stimulus package / desire to continue tax cuts and make them permanent; explanation of 

his position on the Wall Street bonuses, the bill passed to recoup bonus money through 

taxation, and his statement about not legislating out of anger; his outlook on the 

presidency 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

03/01/09 “The Man Who Knew” - an interview with Harry Markopolos, a Boston financial 

analyst and fraud investigator who repeatedly told the Securities and Exchange 

Commission that Wall Street financier Bernard L.  Madoff‟s investment fund was a 

fraud.  He was ignored, and investors lost billions of dollars.  Also interviewed: former 

Madoff customers Shelly Ludlow and Len Forrest, who lost their investments; and 

Attorney David Boies.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court, Keith Sharman) 

“The War Next Door” - a report on the drug cartel fueled violence in Mexico, where 

kidnappings, torture, and brutal beheadings have become common.  President Felipe 

Calderon has declared war on the well-armed gangs, whose military-quality weapons 

come mostly from U.S. dealers.  Interviewed: Janet Napolitano, U.S. Secretary of 

Homeland Security; Claudia Wallace and Maria Isabel, whose brother/son Hugo was 

kidnapped and killed by a gang; Mexico‟s Attorney General Eduardo Medina-Mora; 

Sandra Avila Beltran, one of Mexico‟s most famous alleged drug traffickers.  (C: 

Anderson Cooper - P: Kyra Darnton, Anya Bourg, Ana Real) 

“Bobby Jindal” - an interview/profile of Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal, who gave 

the Republican response to President Obama‟s address to Congress on February 24th.  

Also interviewed: Jim Amoss, editor of the New Orleans Times Picayune; Supriya Jindal, 

Bobby‟s wife; and Newt Gingrich, former Republican Speaker of the House.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran, Katy Textor) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Ponders The Months” - What are your favorite months? 

Andy has some opinions on the topic 

 

03/08/09 “Your Bank Has Failed” - an examination of what happens when a bank fails, as 60 

MINUTES is granted exclusive access to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation‟s 

takeover of Heritage Community Bank in Glenwood, Illinois -- a Chicago suburb.  

Interviewed: Sheila Bair, Chairman of the FDIC; Cheryl Bates, Arthur Cook, Rickey 

McCullough, FDIC agents; Audrey and Bill Hess, Heritage Community Bank customers; 

and Mitchell Feiger, CEO of MB Financial, which bought Heritage.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Henry Schuster) 

“Eyewitness” - a report on the case of Ronald Cotton, a North Carolina man who was 

twice falsely convicted of raping Jennifer Thompson on the strength of her eyewitness 

testimony.  Years later he was exonerated due to DNA testing -- and forgave his accuser.  

Memory experts demonstrate how easy and how common it is for eyewitnesses to make 

inaccurate identifications.  Interviewed: Jennifer Thompson; Ronald Cotton; Detective 

Mike Gauldin; Rich Rosen, law professor and Cotton‟s attorney; memory experts Gary 

Wells, Professor of Psychology at Iowa State University and Elizabeth Loftus, Professor 

of Psychology and Law at the University of California Irvine.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari 

Finkelstein) (DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Where Have The Heroes Gone?” - Andy discusses modern-day 

heroism or the lack thereof and recalls the abundance of heroes from years past 

 

03/15/09 “The Chairman” - in a rare interview with a sitting Federal Reserve Chairman, the first 

in twenty years, Ben Bernanke talks about what went wrong with America‟s financial 

system, how it caused the current economic crisis, what the Federal Reserve is doing to 

help fix it and when he expects the crippling recession to end.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Part I 

- Henry Schuster, Part II - Henry Schuster and Rebecca Peterson) (DOUBLE-LENGTH 

SEGMENT) 

“Alice Waters” - an interview with Alice Waters, who has been cooking and preaching 

the virtues of fresh food grown in an environmentally friendly way for decades.  A world-

class restaurant -- Chez Panisse in Berkeley, California -- and eight cookbooks to her 

credit, Waters has become famous for her “slow food” approach, an antidote to fast food.  

Also interviewed: San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom; and John Lagier, farmer.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter) 



 

 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney's Daily Pleasure” - Life for Andy wouldn't be the 

same without his daily ration of newspapers 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

03/22/09 “President Obama” - an interview with President Barack Obama, in which he discusses 

the most pressing issues of his first two months in office, including the economy, the 

bailouts, his budget, America‟s involvement in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and national 

security.  He also discusses how he and his family are adjusting to life in the White 

House.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine and Michael Radutzky) (DOUBLE-

LENGTH SEGMENT) 

“Mr. Ayers and Mr. Lopez” - a report on the friendship between Los Angeles Times 

columnist Steve Lopez and mentally ill musician Nathaniel Ayers, a former Juilliard 

student who suffers from paranoid schizophrenia.  Their relationship, the subject of a 

book by Lopez, is now a Hollywood film (“The Soloist”).  Interviewed: Steve Lopez; 

Nathaniel Ayers; Jennifer Ayers-Moore, Nathaniel‟s sister; Casey Horan, who runs 

Lamp, a private agency which provides shelter and services for the homeless who are 

mentally ill; Adam Crane, publicist for the Los Angeles Philharmonic; and Robert Gupta, 

violinist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) 

 

03/29/09 “The Internet Is Infected” - a report on computer viruses, focussing specifically on the 

feared Conficker Worm.  Proliferating on the Internet and infecting PC‟s, these malicious 

programs enable hackers and cyber gangs  -- often young, male, and from Russia -- to 

learn the information they need to electronically rob bank accounts.  Interviewed: Steve 

Trilling, Vice President at Symantec, the company that makes Norton anti-virus software; 

Mary Rappaport, victim of a computer virus that transferred funds out of her bank 

account; Vint Cerf, one of the founding fathers of the Internet and now a Vice President 

at Google; Don Jackson, director of threat intelligence at SecureWorks in Atlanta, which 

protects corporations against cyber-attacks and tracks the hackers who launch them; 

Louie Pelaez, a network engineer at CBS.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“Poisoned” - a report on the African lion, in danger of extinction.  Herders, in order to 

protect their livestock, are poisoning them with Furadan, a cheap American pesticide 

manufactured by FMC Corporation.  Interviewed: Dr. Laurence Frank of the University 

of California Berkeley; Alayne Cotterill, Dr. Frank‟s colleague; Claus Mortensen, ranch 

owner in Kenya; Antony Kasanga, Maasai warrior and member of Lion Guardians; Dr. 

Richard Leakey, doyen of conservationists in Africa; Tom Hill, American philanthropist; 

and Richard Bonham, a Kenyan naturalist.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon and 

Drew Magratten) 

“LeBron” - an interview/profile of Cleveland Cavaliers basketball superstar LeBron 

James, who at only 24, is already among an elite handful of athletes who command tens 

of millions a year in playing and marketing fees.  Also interviewed: Gloria James, 

LeBron‟s mother; Maverick Carter, CEO of LeBron‟s company.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Answers His Mail” - Andy gets a lot of mail.  Here's a 

sampling. 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

03/07/09 48 HOURS MINI-MYSTERY: “Written In Blood” - a six-part, edited version of 

“Written In Blood” (OAD: 09/25/04; OAD - expanded version: 08/06/05 as “Perfectly 

Executed”) -  a report on the brutal 1994 murders of the Rafay family in Bellevue, 

Washington, and the subsequent arrest and conviction of Atif Rafay, the only surviving 

family member, and his friend Sebastian Burns.  Correspondent: Peter Van Sant.  The six 

separate segments are spaced and aired within the two-hour program block of the CBS 

Entertainment series  CRIMETIME SATURDAY: CSI:CRIME SCENE 

INVESTIGATION and WITHOUT A TRACE.  Each of the six segments of this 

serialized version is approximately two-to-three minutes in duration.  The cumulative 

duration is approximately 16 minutes. 

 

03/07/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Picture Perfect” - On June 9, 2008, 30-year-old Travis 

Alexander, a successful businessman and devout Mormon, was found murdered in his 

Mesa, Arizona home.  He had been shot and then repeatedly stabbed.  For a little more 

than a year, he had been involved with Jodi Arias, an aspiring photographer whom he had 

met at a business conference.  She adopted his Mormon beliefs, which forbid premarital 

sex -- but they did become sexually involved. Although they supposedly ended their 

relationship when Jodi found out that Travis was interested in some other girls, Jodi then 

moved to Mesa.  Police investigation of the murder scene recovered a digital camera with 

electronically dated, sexually explicit photos Travis and Jodi had taken of themselves -- 

and photos of Travis during the time he was being killed or soon after.  When confronted 

by police, Jodi claimed that two masked intruders had broken in to Travis‟ home and 

murderously assaulted him -- but that she was able to escape.  She did not call anyone for 

help, and told no one of the assault.  Five days later, Travis was found dead by his 

roommates.  Further police investigation resulted in the arrest of Jodi Arias on charges of 

first-degree murder.  Her trial will take place sometime in 2010.  Includes interviews with 

Jodi Arias; Chris and Sky Hughes, friends of Travis Alexander; Samantha and Steve 

Alexander, Travis‟ sister and brother; Travis‟ friends Taylor Searle, Brint Hiatt, and 

Aaron Mortenson; Esteban Flores, detective, Mesa Police Department.  (C: Maureen 

Maher - P: Josh Gelman, Paul Ryan) 

 

03/14/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Toxic” - On December 2, 2000, 30-year-old Eric Miller died 

in a Raleigh, North Carolina hospital.  Blood tests had revealed that he had been poisoned 

with arsenic.  Police investigation discovered that Eric‟s wife, Ann, a chemist, was 

having an affair with Derril Willard, a biochemist who worked at the same company as 

she.  On the day after police initially questioned him about Eric‟s death, Derril Willard 

committed suicide.  Prior to doing so, he had a confidential conversation with his lawyer, 

Rick Gammon.  Years passed -- and in the spring of 2004, the North Carolina Supreme 

Court ruled that Gammon must reveal what Willard had told him about Ann‟s role in 

Eric‟s murder.  Gammon then revealed how Ann admitted to Derril Willard that she had 

injected a substance into Eric‟s IV bag...and Willard had told Gammon that he himself 

had never tried to kill Eric.  Ann Miller was charged with Eric‟s murder.  Because the 

District Attorney and the Miller family had misgivings about the outcome of a trial, Ann 

was offered a plea bargain: twenty-five years in prison for Eric‟s murder.  She accepted.  

Among those interviewed are: Lieutenant Chris Morgan, Raleigh, N.C. Police 

Department; Doris and Versus Miller, Eric‟s parents; Pam Baltzell and Leeann Magee, 

Eric‟s sisters; Renee Henson, Ann Miller‟s college roommate; Deborah Regentin, 

detective, Raleigh, N.C. Police Department; Yvette Willard, widow of Derril Willard; 

Michael Teague, forensic psychologist; Rick Gammon, attorney for the late Derril 

Willard.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Patti Aronofsky) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

03/21/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Point Blank” - Traci and Scott Rhode had been together for 

twenty years and were the parents of three sons.  Traci was a nurse.  Scott, a jealous man, 

suspected his wife of having affairs with the different doctors she worked with, and 

moved the family five times in thirteen years, finally ending up in Brownsville, Texas.  

There Traci met Shawn Michaels, the unit secretary at the hospital where she worked.  

She claimed Michaels was only a friend, but  Scott took Traci to a lawyer‟s office and 

said that he was getting a divorce and would have custody of the boys.  On the day after 

that -- October 15, 2003 -- Scott died from a gunshot wound to the head in the couple‟s 

Brownsville, Texas home.  Traci claimed that Scott shot himself and that she found him.  

After a two year investigation, Traci was arrested for his murder.  Throughout it all, Traci 

maintained that she was innocent.  At her trial, the jury found her guilty.  Under Texas 

law, the defense has the option of letting the jurors decide the punishment as well as the 

verdict.  Traci‟s lawyer opted for a jury sentence, and, after hearing her testimony and 

that of her two oldest boys, the jury allowed her to be released on ten years probation.  

Includes interviews with: Traci Rhode; Vicki Lair, Traci‟s mother; Sam Lucio, detective, 

Brownsville, Texas Police Department; Nat Perez, Scott Rhode‟s divorce lawyer; Raina 

Kant, friend of the Rhodes; J.D. Robertson, Texas Ranger; Jim Odabashian, Traci 

Rhode‟s pastor; Chuck Mattingly, prosecutor, Brownsville, Texas; Sergeant Pablo Flores, 

Brownsville police; Richard Ernest, forensic criminalist; Ernesto Gamez, Traci Rhode‟s 

lawyer; Xavier Lopex, juror.  (C: Harold Dow - P: Liza Finley) (OAD: 05/17/08; 

Includes brief updated text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

03/28/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Memory of Murder” - In November 2004, Bethlehem, New 

York couple Peter and Joan Porco were brutally attacked in their bed with an ax. Peter 

died at the scene. Joan survived and, although initially unable to speak because of her 

wounds, she nodded “yes” when a detective on the scene asked her if her son Christopher 

was their attacker. Afterwards, when she had recovered from the attack, Joan said she 

doesn‟t recall that nod and that Christopher is innocent. 48 HOURS follows the police 

investigation into the case, leading to Christopher Porco‟s trial and conviction. Includes 

interviews with: Mike McDermott, chief prosecutor, Albany County; Chris Bowdish, 

detective; Christopher Porco; David Rossi, prosecutor; Laurie Shanks, lawyer; Terry 

Kindlon, lawyer; Dr. Mary Dombovy, neurologist. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Patti 

Aronofsky, Katherine Davis) (OAD: 11/04/06; 1st rebroadcast: 06/26/07 - Includes an 

update.  2nd rebroadcast of 03/28/09 includes a new, brief graphic update.) 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 


