
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

The CBS Early Show  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

The Saturday Early Show Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person‟s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer‟s comments and answering 

viewer‟s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers‟ economic livelihood. 



 

 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

KWCH 12 Eyewitness News April/May Sweeps 

 

4/22/09 10:00pm 

Apartment Dumpster 

We find an apartment has thrown away in its dumpster un-shredded documents 

containing personal information of residents, and confront an employee about it. 

 

4/23/09 10:00pm 

Instant ID Theft 

A sheriff‟s deputy shows how easily thieves can find personal information, such as 

documents in your car and mailbox. 

 

4/27/09 – 5/1/09 5:00pm 

How to Talk to…  

A series giving expert advice on how to have difficult conversations with kids, spouses, 

parents, bosses and dogs. 

 

4/28/09 10:00pm 

Off-brand Savings 

We compare the cost of buying groceries with name brand products versus off-brand, 

then have a family do a taste test to compare quality. 

 

4/30/09 10:00pm 

Army Armor 

Our reporter puts on the full-body armor used by the army to see how heavy it is, and 

finds out why lighter armor now available isn‟t being used. 

 

5/3/09 10:00pm 

Cold Case: Mary Lang 

We take another look at the case of Mary Lang, a 25 year old woman from Hays who 

disappeared in the early 1980s. 

 

5/4/09 – 5/7/09 6:00pm 

Living on Less 

A series giving tips on how to spend less money on shopping, vacations, gardening, and 

for your home. 

 

5/7/09 10:00pm 

Flammable Mulch 

The same shredded rubber used on playgrounds is now being sold for mulch and out tests 

show it‟s highly flammable. 

 

5/10/09 10:00pm 

City Property 

Why does the City of Wichita own so much property?  We ask why the City doesn‟t sell 

more of its land as a source of revenue. 



 

 

 

5/14/09 10:00pm 

Teens Online and On Phones 

A candid conversation with local teens about how they socialize with each other on social 

networking sites and cell phones, and how sharing sexual content may be considered 

breaking the law. 

 

5/17/09 10:00pm 

How to Survive a Tornado 

We look at the myths and facts of how to survive a tornado in your home and car without 

being hurt or killed. 

 

5/18/09 10:00pm 

Daytime DUIs 

A quarter of all DUIs in Wichita happen during the daytime, and we look at a couple of 

cases showing how dangerous daytime drunk drivers can be. 

 

5/19/09 10:00pm 

Officers MIA 

Often a DUI case is dismissed because the officer who issued it doesn‟t show up in 

court.  We talk to advocates and police about the problem. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KWCH-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

SECOND QUARTER 2009 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning  

April 1, 2009 

Ending June 30, 2009 

 

 

Station KWCH –TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     
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CRIME Q-2  

 

04/01/09 

10pm 

He's a doctor and she's a pharmacist; together prosecutors say they teamed up to illegally distribute 

prescription pain killers.  Tonight Dr. Lawrence Simons is in jail with no bond, considered to be a flight 

risk.  He's accused of doling out drugs to people who were not his patients.  Some of the 36 counts date 

back to when Simons worked at the Schneider clinic in Haysville, although prosecutors say the charges 

have nothing to do with the clinic.  In one case, the indictment says Simons gave a man Oxycontin and 

Oxycodone prescriptions as payment for transporting a vehicle from Kansas City to Wichita.  Prosecutors 

say Simons' accomplice in some cases is Constance King a former pharmacist at a Wichita K-Mart.  She's 

charged with seven counts; King's ordered to appear in court when a hearing is set. 

 

04/02/09 

10pm 

Claudia and Gisele Mijares' family wanted to make sure he'd never get behind the wheel again.  This 

morning, a judge sentenced Gary Hammitt to nearly 40 years in prison.  Claudia Mijares was dropping her 

4-year-old daughter off for pre-school last October at Wichita's Gardiner Elementary when Hammitt 

flipped an SUV and hit them.  Hammitt was driving 60 miles an hour with a blood alcohol level more than 

five times the legal limit.  Claudia Mijares' husband and older daughter had a chance to speak.  And 

Hammitt apologized saying he wishes the accident took his life instead of the Mijares'.  The judge gave 

Hammitt more than 39 years in prison.  Because of his age and health, prosecutors believe 55-year-old 

Hammitt will die in prison. 

 

04/03/09 

10pm 

A day care provider will spend the next two years in prison; Jessica Cummings asked the judge to keep her 

out of prison for the sake of her two young children.  Cummings left one year old Kailee Hundley strapped 

into a car seat that was too small.  The child suffocated.  Hundley's father asked for the maximum sentence 

36 months in prison.  The judge also ordered Cummings to pay more than 9 thousand dollars in restitution 

to the Hundley family. 

 

04/04/09 

10pm 

A Newton man is in trouble for making threats against former President George W. Bush.  Eric Bradley is 

accused of telling secret service agents he would "strangle the life out of the former president” and saying 

he would "do whatever he could to kill President Bush.”  If convicted, Bradley could face five years in 

Federal prison and a 250-thousand dollar fine. 

 

04/05/09 

10pm 

A shooting outside a Wichita nightclub sends two people to the hospital; it happened just before closing 

time at the club in the 61-hundred block of East 21st.  Police say two groups started arguing in the parking 

lot.  During the fight someone started shooting.  One person was shot four times, another person walked 

into Wesley Medical Center with one gunshot wound.  Doctors performed surgery on both men and there's 

no update on their condition tonight.  Police have not made any arrests; investigators are looking for an 

older-model maroon four-door Buick or Cadillac.  If you have any information about this case, contact 

Wichita Police or Crimestoppers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

04/06/09 

6pm 

A 25 year old man dies after being shot in the head during an attempted robbery.  Wichita Police say he 

was shot when he and two other men tried robbing a woman late Friday night.  They say he did not shoot 

himself.  And murder charges will be filed against the other men.  Officers found the injured man in the 

back seat of this car that fled the scene when officers arrived.  It lost control and crashed near Kellogg and 

Market.  Chief Norman Williams says the officers involved followed the department's chase policy.  The 

chase reached speeds up to 70 miles per hour as it went through downtown Wichita.  The man died early 

Sunday morning. 

 

04/07/09 

5pm 

A Wichita man is in trouble accused of impersonating a Conway Springs police officer.  Investigators say 

he walked around with a badge clipped to his belt and told people he was on the force.  He was arrested and 

charged Monday by Wichita Police.  The Conway Springs Police Chief said it began back in January when 

one of the officers lost his badge. 

 

04/08/09 

5pm 

A mother from Saline County is sentenced to probation; in the CrimeWatch…authorities say the woman 

used a cattle prod to discipline her daughter.  The girl was 15 years old when it happened and police found 

out about it after picking up the girl as a runaway.  Connie Thompson-Dupes told a judge today she did her 

best to teach her daughter right from wrong.  The 53 year old woman was sentenced to three years 

probation. 

 

04/10/09 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch in Salina where police arrest a woman for leaving her five-year-old daughter 

home alone.  A driver found the child near the intersection of Cloud and Roberts early this morning.      

Police say when the girl woke up and didn't find her mom, she went looking for her.  The child is now in 

the custody of relatives.  The mother is out on bond. 

 

04/11/09 

10pm 

New at ten...an investigator say yesterday's fire at Joyland appears to be intentional.  Arson investigators 

were back at the former amusement park this morning.  Friday's fire destroyed the old opera house.    

Joyland's owner suspected arson when we talked to him yesterday.  Police have not made any arrests.     

Joyland closed in 2-thousand-4 after 55 years in business.  Various attempts to reopen the park have been 

unsuccessful.  

 

04/12/09 

10pm 

One person is shot & several others are hurt at a party in northwest Wichita.  This was the scene in the 23-

hundred block of north burns late last night.  Police say a fight started when a group of men showed up 

with knives, bats and chains.  Someone shot a 16-year-old boy in the foot.  Police say he'll recover.     

Officers have not made any arrests but are looking for 15 Hispanic men between 18 and 25-years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

04/13/09 

10pm 

Opening statements are expected tomorrow in the trial of this Wichita woman.  Katie Cornejo is charged 

with first degree murder of 2-year-old Daytona Robertson.  Jury selection in Cornejo's case began this 

morning.  Police and prosecutors say she was the only person with Daytona when she was hurt last year.  

The girl suffered severe head trauma and shaking before dying at a Wichita hospital.  Daytona's father says 

he'll be in court every day.  Katie Cornejo's family says she's innocent; her mother told us today, "It's been 

a long hard wait, but the more we wait, the more we find out.  We're confident Katie will get her justice.  I 

know Katie would never hurt a child." 

 

04/14/09 

10pm 

Paramedics say they found a tennis-ball size bump on her head and five days later two year old Daytona 

Robertson died.  Her stepmother's now accused of killing her and jurors today heard the 911 call Katie 

Cornejo and a neighbor made asking for help.  Defense attorneys say several people besides Cornejo could 

be responsible for hurting her stepdaughter.  Cornejo is charged with first degree murder.  Prosecutors say 

she was the only person with the girl when she was hurt and her injuries were from a severe blow to the 

head.  Tomorrow, prosecutors expect to put Daytona Robertson's family members including her father on 

the stand. 

 

04/15/09 

10pm 

Two-year-old Daytona Robertson's father takes the stand to talk about the day his girl suffered a severe 

blow to the head.  We open the CrimeWatch in Sedgwick County court where prosecutors argue Daytona's 

stepmother Katie Cornejo was the only person with her when she was hurt.  She's charged with first degree 

murder.  Tommy Robertson told jurors he and Cornejo were fighting and talking about divorce when 

Daytona suffered her injuries.  He said he still remembered driving to the hospital hoping his daughter 

would be okay.  Cornejo's defense attorney says there are several people could be responsible for hurting 

the girl.  For now, she says Cornejo does eventually plan to take the stand in her own defense. 

 

04/16/09 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch at 25th and Madison where police say one teen stabbed another earlier this 

evening.  Wichita police say two teens got into a fight.  One of them pulled out a knife and stabbed a 15-

year-old girl.  Paramedics took the teen to a hospital in critical condition.  Police interviewed witnesses at 

the scene.  They've not made any arrests. 

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

A defense expert says two-year-old Daytona Robertson may have been hurt for hours before she had a 

seizure. Prosecutors say Katie Cornejo killed her stepdaughter in February of last year.  They say Cornejo 

was the only person with Robertson when she suffered a severe blow to the head and shaking.  A 

prosecution child abuse expert told jurors Robertson would have shown symptoms almost immediately.  

But a doctor testifying for the defense says Robertson was anemic when she arrived at the hospital because 

of bleeding on the brain.  He said it takes much longer than minutes for tests to show you're anemic. 

Dr. Richard Gilmartin Jr., defense medical expert answers the defense question, "How long that would take 

to become anemic?" Gilmartin says, "That's really kind of difficult to say, but it would take at least hours or 

longer."  Cornejo's defense expects to wrap up its case Monday.  Its possible Cornejo will take the stand in 

her own defense. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

4/18/09 

10pm 

The administration says it's "deeply disappointed" with the prison sentence of an American journalist.  An 

Iranian court sentenced Roxana Saberi to 8 years in prison.  The court convicted her of spying, a charge the 

U.S. and Saberi deny.  The Iranians arrested Saberi in January for working without credentials. 

 

4/19/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police are looking for a man who attacked two people outside of this nightclub early this morning.     

They say the man started beating his ex-girlfriend outside of Club Durango on North Broadway.   A friend 

tried to help her by pulling the man off.  The ex-boyfriend then tried to hit him as he drove off in the 

woman's S-U-V.  She said the ex-boyfriend also stabbed her in the chest during a fight last month.  Police 

later found the S-U-V. 

 

04/20/09 

10pm 

For the fourth time this year vandal‟s break into Joyland Amusement Park.  The owners had boarded up the 

buildings to keep thieves out of the closed park, but this time thieves used bolt cutters and other tools to do 

damage.  The owners say vandals have taken the joy out of owning the park.  Joyland is for sale.  Earlier 

this month a fire broke out there and investigators ruled it arson. 

 

04/22/09 

10pm 

Brooklyn Brown was just 10 months old when she died; tonight the man who killed her said he made a 

mistake and asks for forgiveness.  Michael Janzen first told police Brookly fell and hit her head, he later 

confessed to beating the child.  During his sentencing today Janzen told the judge he agreed to a plea deal 

because he didn't want to put Brooklyn's family through a trial.  But her mother said it hurts to realize she'll 

never know her daughter.  In the end the judge had some harsh words for Janzen and sentenced him to 10 

years and three months in prison. 

 

04/23/09 

10pm 

Gunfire breaks out in a Wichita neighborhood with lots of people around.  The shooting happened near 9th 

and Volutsia around seven tonight.  Police tell us paramedics took one person to the hospital in serious 

condition.  Officers at the scene spent the evening interviewing witnesses... trying to find out what lead to 

the shooting. 

 

04/24/09 

5pm 

The KBI is investigating an officer involved shooting.  It happened during a meth bust in a Butler County 

oil field.  Sheriff Craig Murphy said the suspect was shot in the leg by an officer.  We've been trying to find 

out today if that shot was fired intentionally; our calls have not been returned.  The suspect went to the 

hospital.  He was released and booked into jail. 

 

04/27/09 

10pm 

He was charged with killing a man whose body was never found and today jurors find Jeffrey Salas not 

guilty of murdering Tony Epps.  Epps disappeared more than two years ago and police said Salas was 

responsible.  This afternoon, Salas walked out of the Sedgwick County Jail a free man.  Prosecutors said 

Salas owed Epps a large drug debt and the two men were supposed to meet the day Epps disappeared more 

than two years ago.  Both Salas and his mother told us they were waiting for this day.  Jurors deliberated 

for several days last week before announcing today's verdict. 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

04/29/09 

6pm 

The second trial for a Salina man charged with murder is now in the hands of the jury.  Cameron Nelson is 

charged with shooting and killing Mark Simpson last April.  In closing statements today prosecutors told 

jurors the evidence shows all the rounds were fired from one gun eliminating the original person who was 

arrested for the murder.  But the defense argued there is no evidence to back that up.  Jurors asked several 

questions today, including asking for the testimonies of several witnesses to be read.  They went home 

tonight without reaching a verdict; they will continue deliberations tomorrow morning.  Nelson's trial last 

December ended in a Mistrial. 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

Many wondered if they'd ever see the former owner of Wild West World again, now Thomas Etheredge 

will soon be back in Wichita. As we first told you last night, Etheredge was arrested in Texas and faces 

securities fraud charges. Investigators say Etheredge misrepresented his finances when looking for 

investors for Wild West World in Park City. Many of those investors say they know they won't get their 

money back. One of them tells us he's already agreed to testify against Etheredge and feels the park owner 

lied to him.  Dr. David Brown says, invested $75,000, "He'd been in the banking business and this was such 

a wonderful opportunity and he'd have me paid back in six months."  Carol Fowler, Former Park City 

Council member] says, "Now, I think they're going to be comfortable even if they're not going to get their 

money back that justice is going to be done."  The Sedgwick County Sheriff's office has ten days to bring 

Etheredge back from Texas. 

 

05/01/09 

10pm 

Wild West World founder Thomas Etheredge arrives back in Wichita to face charges of securities fraud.  

Deputies flew Etheredge back from Texas this afternoon.  He's now in the Sedgwick County Jail on a 

million dollars bond.  Etheredge faces ten counts of securities fraud related to the amusement park's 

collapse.  Police arrested Etheredge at the San Antonio airport earlier this week.  He waived extradition 

back to Kansas; Etheredge will appear in court on Monday. 

 

05/02/09 

10pm 

A man dies after a short chase with the Highway Patrol.  A trooper tried to pull the driver over near 

Kellogg and Grove around one this morning; when he refused to stop police took off after him.  The 

trooper suspended the case near Douglas and Hillside.  The driver eventually crashed near First Street as he 

tried to avoid a pedestrian.  Police say the driver, 28-year-old James Riggans of Wichita, died in the crash.    

No one else was hurt. 

 

05/03/09 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch in south Wichita where a man is stabbed outside a strip club.  It happened just 

before two o'clock this morning in the parking lot outside Jezebels.  Authorities don't have many details but 

say someone stabbed the victim in the chest.  Paramedics took him to Wesley Medical Center in serious 

condition.  Police have not made any arrests. 

 

05/04/09 

10pm 
Tomorrow we may find out if Wichita police caught a suspected serial rapist.  This morning officers 

arrested a man they believe raped a woman at an Apartment Complex at Harry and Webb.  Police say his 

M.O. matches other rapes at a nearby apartment complex.  In less than two months, three women at Ashley 

Lane apartments reported sexual assaults to police.  The most recent attack happened Saturday.  Police say 

a man asked to see an apartment available for rent; the man raped the employee who took him into the 

vacant apartment. 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

05/05/09 

10pm 

Wichita police say they got their man; they arrested the man they think is behind four rapes.  Officers 

arrested a 31-year-old at the Fox Run Apartments on South Webb yesterday.  Police said the victim gave 

them a good description and they tracked the man just a few blocks away.  Investigators believe the man 

attacked three women at Ashley Lane Apartments.  The last attack was over the weekend, when the suspect 

asked the apartment complex manager to show him an apartment for rent.  

 

05/06/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight on breaking news from last night; a shooting at a Wichita park that then led to 

a standoff.  Police now say the shooting was gang related two people were in a car when a truck pulled up 

next to it and someone inside opened fire.  Police found the truck a few blocks away, two men were inside 

a home there.  It was two hours before the men surrendered.  One person was shot but his injuries were not 

life threatening.   

 

05/07/09 

10pm 

Prosecutors say he's a flight risk; tomorrow they'll argue their case against the former Wild West World 

owner in court and we may even get to hear from Thomas Etheredge himself.  Etheredge and his attorneys 

want his one-million dollar bond reduced.  But as we told you last night, prosecutors say since Wild West 

World went bankrupt while Etheredge travelled the world and didn't live where people thought he was.  

Eetheredge is accused of taking investors money, putting it in his account and making it look like he 

invested his own savings into the park. 

 

05/08/09 

10pm 

New at ten, Wichita abortion provider Doctor George Tiller asks the FBI to investigate attacks against his 

clinic.  Tiller's attorney says vandals damaged the clinic last week.  Dan Monnat said vandals cut holes in 

the roof and plugged up downspouts.  Rain poured into the clinic during this week's storm causing 

thousands of dollars in damage. 

 

05/09/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police are also looking for the three suspects that attacked a man overnight.  Investigators say the 

man was attacked outside the Rack-em up Club on South Meridian.  He suffered a skull fracture and 

bleeding in the brain.  Paramedics took him to the hospital in critical condition.  Police say they know who 

the attackers are but have yet to find them. 

 

05/10/09 

10pm 

Jury selection begins tomorrow in an Osborne County murder trial.  Prosecutors charged Kenneth Wilson 

with pre-meditated first-degree murder.  Authorities say he killed Jeffery Scott Noel of Portis during 

burglary in March of 2008.  Wilson made off with a cell phone and 50 dollars.  The trial is expected to last 

two weeks.  Wilson faces life in prison if convicted. 

 

05/11/09 

10pm 

Neighbors say a Derby school board member exposed himself to kids.  Tonight we know John Roberts was 

charged with three misdemeanor counts of lewd and lascivious behavior.  Police said a neighbor called to 

report the allegations.  Besides being on the school board Roberts is also an official with the Kansas High 

School Activities Association for football, volleyball and basketball games.  The association said it will 

wait for the court process before making any decision on his standing.  The school board cannot fire 

Roberts because he's an elected official. 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

05/12/09 

10pm 

A Derby school board member resigns and admits it's because of his case with the law.  John Robert's is 

charged with lewd and lascivious behavior.  Roberts sent this letter to the Derby superintendent; Roberts 

said "Due to the publicity about my case I don't believe that I can effectively serve as a board member, I 

hear-by resign, effective immediately.”  Roberts was not at last night's board meeting.  He'll be in court 

next month.  The school board will decide how to fill his seat. 

 

05/13/09 

6pm 

One of the men who escaped from El Dorado Prison is convicted on federal firearms charges in New 

Mexico.  Steven Ford was caught with Jesse Bell in New Mexico in 2007.  Investigators say Ford and Bell 

escaped from the prison with the help of former Corrections Officer Amber Goff.  Goff is already serving 

time for her part in the escape.  Bell was returned to the prison earlier this year after pleading guilty to 

Federal gun charges in New Mexico. 

 

05/14/09 

6pm 

Wichita Police investigate the city's 10th homicide of the year; that tops tonight's CrimeWatch. Early this 

morning two masked men walked into an apartment in the 200 block of south Kansas.  Police said there 

were seven people inside what they call a "known drug house".  Investigators say the men fired several 

shots one hit a 44-year-old man in the chest; he was taken to a Wichita hospital where he died.  Another 

man was hit in the leg but was not seriously hurt.  No one has been arrested.      

 

05/15/09 

10pm 

New at ten...deputies in Sedgwick County discover thousands of pot plants.  Deputies made the find in a 

wooded lot south of Wichita.  In all they seized nearly 11-thousand marijuana plants.  The plants are valued 

at more than 8-million dollars fully grown.  Deputies have not made any arrests.  Anyone with information 

about this case is asked to contact the Sedgwick County Sheriff. 

 

05/16/09 

10pm 

We begin the CrimeWatch in west Wichita where a man is shot and a woman sexually assaulted.  It 

happened around two this morning at a home near 25th and Hoover.  Police say four men broke into the 

home demanding drugs and money.  They dragged the woman outside, tied her up and sexually assaulted 

her.  The intruders shot her companion in the chest and leg.  Paramedics took him to a hospital in critical 

condition.   Three children inside the home at the time; they were not hurt.  Police have not made any 

arrests; they're asking anyone who may have information about the case to call  911 or Crimestoppers. 

 

05/17/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police arrest three people in the city's latest homicide.  We open the CrimeWatch in the 5-hundred 

block of North Florence.  That's where police say a 34-year-old man was shot to death Friday night.  

Neighbors report hearing an argument and then gunshot; officers arrested three men on Saturday.  Each was 

booked into the Sedgwick County Jail on a charge of first degree murder. 

 

05/18/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County investigators still don't have any idea who was growing 11-thousand marijuana plants, 

take a look.  Not only did investigators find the plants but a camp with lots of trash and food wrappers 

around a tent.  It was all found south of Goddard.  The land owner made the discovery.  The marijuana 

plants were small and growing in pots.  But once harvested they'd be worth almost nine million dollars.  

That makes this the biggest pot bust in Sedgwick County in at least five years. 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

05/19/09 

10pm 

He wasn't exactly who Sedgwick County Deputies were out looking for but this man got busted anyway for 

parole violation for drugs, theft and escape.  We rode along with deputies on a warrant sweep today.   25 

officers focused on people who have failed to pay child support.  There were more than 200 warrants 

issued.  We should know how many people were arrested, later this week. 

 

05/20/09 

10pm 

A former Goddard Police Officer pleads not guilty in federal court; he's accused of sending nude photos of 

himself to a woman he arrested.  Calvin Schaffer faces federal wire fraud charges.  Prosecutors say he sent 

nude pictures of himself using a Goddard Police computer to a woman he arrested for DUI.  He's also 

accused of offering to get charges dismissed against the woman in exchange for sex.  The court ordered 

him not to have contact with her. 

 

05/21/09 

10pm 

We know more about the man arrested in Mould‟s murder; he has no criminal record.  As Jim said we have 

confirmed his name but we will not report it until he's charged in court tomorrow.  But here's what we do 

know about him so far; he's 55 years old and was arrested at his home in Benton.  This afternoon 

investigators search that home, they were there for at least two hours searching through plastic storage tubs 

in the garage.  We saw one officer carrying out a brown evidence bag from the house.  We do know the 

man listed Cessna as his employer on the booking sheet from the Butler County Jail.  And we've confirmed 

through the Boy scouts that he served as a Scout Leader from 2002 to 2006.  We also confirmed he has no 

criminal background, that information came through a KBI check.  

 

05/22/09 

10pm 

A former Hutchinson basketball coach pleads no contest to having sexual relations with a student.  Bradly 

Specht appeared in a Reno County courtroom this morning.  Prosecutors say he had inappropriate 

relationship with a 16-year-old female student.  Specht resigned as the boys coach at hutch high after the 

allegations became public.  He faces up to a year's probation; Specht will be sentenced in early July. 

 

05/23/09 

10pm 

 Wichita Police make an arrest after two men are beaten with a baseball bat.  We open the CrimeWatch 

around midnight at Eighth and Green.  Police say three men jumped the victim while he was out walking.      

They beat him and took his wallet.  An hour and a half later another man was attacked at the same 

intersection.  Police later arrested a 20-year-old man.  They're still looking for 16 and 17 year old but say 

they know who the teens are. 

 

05/24/09 

10pm 

Friends say it's impossible, they insist there's no way the man they know could kill a woman and set her 

body on fire.  That's what prosecutors say Bill Moore did to Carol Mould.  Her body was found in her 

Benton home in 2004.  Police arrested Moore last week.  His neighbors say they still can't believe what's 

happened and is standing by their friend.  Moore will be back in court June first.  He's being held on a 250-

thousand dollar bond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2  

 

05/25/09 

10pm 

In tonight's CrimeWatch, Wichita's Swat team fires tear gas to get a man out of a house after he threatened 

police and set his own apartment on fire.  The standoff started when a 27-year-old woman called 911 this 

morning saying she had a problem with her boyfriend.  When officers arrived the man said he had a gun.  

Police also saw smoke billowing from duplex windows.  Police say the swat team responded because of the 

man's threats.  The standoff lasted more than two hours.  Police tased the man an ambulance took him from 

the scene after he was dragged outside...but police say he wasn't seriously hurt.  Officers say they did not 

find a gun inside the apartment. 

 

05/26/09 

10pm 

Accused of kidnapping a convenience store clerk, this man's trial begins tomorrow.  Robert Abner's 

charged with kidnapping, robbery and rape.  Attorneys began picking a jury in his case today.  They should 

be done with that tomorrow morning.  Prosecutors say Abner kidnapped the viola woman from her 

job...held her hostage for three days and then released her.  Abner's trial's expected to last about two days. 

 

05/27/09 

10pm 

A Viola convenience store clerk will take the stand tomorrow to describe her three days in captivity.  

Prosecutors say Robert Abner kidnapped Joyce Patterson from her job last June.  But Abner's defense 

attorney painted a different picture in court today saying Patterson went willingly with him.  Patterson 

never got a good look at her abductor.  Prosecutors say she chose to stay blind folded thinking if she didn't 

know what he looked like he would be less likely to kill her.  Prosecutors said they had little to go on after 

Patterson showed up at her pastor's home.  They say Abner then told his sister what happened and she 

called police. 

 

05/28/09 

10pm 

Sheriff's deputies go underwater looking for clues in the murder of Carol Mould.  A dive team searched a 

pond near her Benton home today.  Butler County Sheriff Craig Murphy won't say what investigators are 

looking for.  Divers used a grid system to search the bottom of the pond.  Investigators searched around the 

pond after mould's murder in 2004 but never went in.  Divers did not find anything today but plan to search 

the pond again.  Authorities arrested Bill Moore last week; prosecutors charged him with first-degree 

murder.  He lives not far from the Mould home and was friendly with the family.  Moore is schedule to be 

back in court on Monday, he's currently in jail on a quarter-million dollars bond. 

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

Closing arguments are set for Monday in the Robert Abner trial. Prosecutors say Abner kidnapped Joyce 

Patterson from a Viola convenience store last summer. Abner admits he robbed the store in viola and kept 

Patterson at his house. He says she wanted to leave with him. A detective testified Patterson told him she 

didn't want anything to do with Abner, but feared for her life. Eventually Abner told detectives he felt bad 

about the situation and decided to release her.  Sedgwick county Sheriff officer Tim Myers says, "He could 

tell it was affecting her husband from watching the coverage. He could tell a lot of people loved Patterson 

and wanted her home." Abner chose not to testify.  You can follow the case online, read past stories and 

replay Kim Hynes' courtroom blog at k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

A school district in northeast Kansas suspends a teacher for alleged sexual misconduct. A 16-year-old 

student says she had a sexual relationship with a 44-year-old teacher. The teacher works at Basehor-

Linwood high school in Leavenworth County.  The relationship took place during the most recent school 

year. Police are investigating and no charges have been filed. 

 

05/31/09 

10pm 

A Wichita Abortion provider is gunned down this morning inside his church. Doctor George Tiller was 

known as one of the few physicians in the United States performing late-term abortions. He was 67-years-

old. Tiller was serving as an usher this morning here at the Reformation Lutheran church on 13th and Rock 

Road. Police say he was in the foyer area when a man shot and killed him. They say Tiller died of a single 

gunshot wound, but didn't specify how many shots were fired. Tiller's attorney, Dan Monnat says Tiller's 

wife Jeanne was also in the church--she was with the choir at the time of the shooting. 

Several hundred people come together in Wichita tonight at a vigil for Wichita abortion provider Doctor 

George Tiller. Tiller was gunned down in his church this morning and as this vigil wraps up in old town his 

suspected shooter is in custody being brought back to Wichita tonight. 

 

06/01/09 

6pm 

The man accused of killing Carol Mould appears in court this afternoon.  Bill Moore was scheduled for a 

preliminary hearing today so a judge could decide if there's enough evidence to send the case to trial.    

Moore's attorney asked for a later court date to give him time to review evidence.  The judge agreed, 

meaning Moore will be back in court in mid-August.  Moore is charged with the first degree murder. 

 

06/02/09 

5pm 

A Kansas City clinic says it‟s familiar with Scott Roeder.  A worker there says they had to chase off the 

man the day before Dr. Tiller was shot.  They say Roeder was trying to glue locks at the clinic shut.  

Roeder was arrested in 1996 after police found explosives in his car.  His ex-wife says he intended to blow 

up an abortion clinic. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

A school nurse admits she stole medication she should have been giving students.  Tami Bradley was 

arrested in November; she worked at a Salina Elementary School.  Today Bradley pleaded guilty to one 

count of felony drug charges.  Parents we spoke to say they're satisfied with the plea agreement.  Bradley 

could get jail time and a fine of 100 thousand dollars.  She'll be sentenced late next month. 

 

06/04/09 

10pm 

Police look for the person who shot a man earlier tonight; we open the CrimeWatch in south Wichita where 

police say a man in his twenties was shot in the back.  It happened around 6:15 pm in the 300 block of 

West Hazel, that's near 47th South and Broadway.  Paramedics took the man to Saint Francis Hospital in 

critical condition.  Police are not saying what may have led up the shooting and investigators are not saying 

if they know who the suspect is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME- Q-2 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

While the nation has looked on watching the murder of Dr. George tiller, federal authorities are the latest to 

announce they're looking into his death. The federal probe will consist of a thorough review of the evidence 

and an assessment of any violations of the freedom of access to clinic entrances act. The FACE act protects 

abortion providers and patients. Federal authorities believe the law was broken last Sunday as Dr. Tiller 

was gunned down while serving as an usher at his church. Earlier this week, Sedgwick County district 

attorney Nola Foulston announced local prosecutors would handle the murder case, “The case will be 

managed by the office of the district attorney as a state's case, and it will proceed in this jurisdiction in this 

courthouse. The office of the district attorney has an ongoing murder prosecution.  They'll have our full 

support, but there are federal crimes that occurred in this matter.” Federal statutes say if the crime was 

premeditated and involved a gun. The death penalty is a possibility. Investigators also plan to look into 

whether more than one person was involved last Sunday, "If any other actors emerge, then certainly if they 

have violated federal statutes, then they will be charged appropriately." 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

We open the crime watch at eleventh and Market in Wichita. Police say a man was out walking around 

two-30 this morning when someone shot him. The man was hit at least two times. Paramedics took him to a 

Wichita hospital. Police have not made any arrests but are looking for a dark-colored suburban seen leaving 

the area after the shooting. 

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

Police believe the same person robbed a Wichita payday loan office and tried to rob another.  Investigators 

say the man walked into this EZ payday advance on north Woodlawn yesterday afternoon. He had a gun 

but didn't take any money.  About an hour later, police say the same man walked into an EZ payday on 

south Seneca. This time he made off with an undisclosed amount of cash.  No one was hurt at either 

location. Police say the thief is in his late 30's, about five-feet-seven with a stocky build. He may be driving 

a dark green or blue Saturn.  If you have any information about this case, you're asked to contact Wichita 

police. 

 

06/08/09 

10pm 

If you're getting job solicitations to become a secret shopper; beware.  New at 10…the Attorney General's 

office calls some of those ads a scam.  Here's why.  The ad claims to give you extra income.  When you 

respond you may receive a cashier's check for up to 4-thousand dollars.  Your job is then to cash the check, 

pose as a customer and wire the money; often to a foreign address.  The check is fake and when it bounces 

it leaves you liable for the money.  The Attorney General said always be skeptical of offers asking you to 

wire money.  Go to www.kwch.com for more tips. 

 

06/10/09 

5pm 

The man accused of running over and killing this Hawker Beechcraft worker was found not guilty today.  

Jeff Hart was hit and killed last August during Hawker's strike.  Authorities say Barton Pasteka hit him.  He 

was then charged with one count of misdemeanor vehicular homicide.  Pasteka's attorney says it was so 

dark, he didn't see Hart in the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

CRIME- Q-2 

 

06/11/09 

10pm 

 Nine pit bulls are now evidence in a criminal investigation but they're also in need of a home.  The Sumner 

County Sheriff seized the dogs near Belle Plaine suspecting they were abused.  Deputies found the animals 

chained up covered in sores and old wounds and without food.  The sheriff believes they were forced to 

fight.  Neighbors suspected the abuse.  The sheriff must care for the dogs but the county has nowhere to put 

them.  Other counties have offered to help but not for long.  The Sumner County Sheriff has tried several 

times to contact the dog's owner.  The county attorney will decide whether to file charges. 

 

06/12/09 

10pm 

The Volvo station wagon is a four door, gold in color. But after Thursday night, it will stay parked in this 

lot for awhile. I came out and I thought I just had a flat tire.  When I go closer, I realize my car was all the 

way down, so it was all pretty much slashed. Over the gold paint, oh those are not good signs, actually at 

all.  Those are hate crime signs. Swastikas and the beginning of an insult in spray paint. But James isn't 

Jewish he is a catholic from Uganda.  We had about 10 cars in the parking lot.  It was only mine 

vandalized. 51. The Wichita Police Department says so far this year, 17 hate crimes have been reported   7 

against blacks.   In 2008, the department worked a total of 32, more than half of those crimes were labeled 

anti-black.  I get confused; you know why it is mine?  That's the question I keep asking myself.  Of all the 

people, why is it my car?  James says this is the second time someone targeted his car in the last two years. 

He says he plans to move --once he can replace his slashed tires and remove the graffiti. In Wichita, 

Rebecca Gannon, KWCH 12 news. 

 

06/13/09 

6pm 

We continue the crime watch in Wichita where police look for four suspects in connection with a shooting. 

It happened last night near 11th and main.  Police say a 30-year-old man was riding his bike when he saw a 

group of people arguing. One of them shot the man in the leg. He was taken to Saint Francis hospital. 

There's no update on his condition tonight. 

 

06/14/09 

10 pm 

Lawyers for five Wichita gang members say their client's trial was unfair, and ask for a new one. The men 

were found guilty of conspiracy to engage in racketeering under the RICO act   which focuses on organized 

crime. The defense says the jury wasn't impartial during deliberations. Lawyers say one juror wrote a letter 

and told prosecutors he would help them quote "rid this cancer from society.” The men are waiting for 

sentencing. A hearing has not been set on the defense motions.  

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

The District Attorney's office dropped the charges against Robert Baker today.  Baker was an assistant 

principal at Wichita's Cloud Elementary until the accusations surfaced in March. Baker's attorney says his 

client is relieved, “It's a dilemma when a very young child makes accusations, such as these. As an 

educator, Mr. Baker himself knows that when a child makes an allegation of abuse it's got to be thoroughly 

investigated and taken seriously.” Baker's attorney says he believes there wasn't medical evidence to 

support the charges of rape and indecent liberties with a child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2 

 

06/16/09 

6pm 

A man is sentenced to more than 22 years in prison for driving a truck into a crowd outside a Wichita bar 

last year, killing two people. Carlos Chavez was found guilty on charges including second degree murder.    

Police say Chavez and another man drove the truck through the crowd after they couldn't get into the bar. 

 

06/17/09 

5pm 

Someone tells Wichita police she saw a man hitting four children after they asked for food. Police told us 

about the case this morning. The report was made in the twenty seven hundred block of North Gentry. 

Police say the kids range in age from two through seven. They may have been asking for food in a park 

because they were hungry. The children were taken into protective custody. 

 

06/18/09 

5am 

Wichita police arrest two teens for impersonating law enforcement. Investigators say three teens 

approached a group of homeless men near First and Waco yesterday morning. Police say two of the teens 

wore T-shirts that said "sheriff." Investigators say the teens went through the men's belongings then took 

off. Police caught two of them. When they did, officers found badges, a baton and handcuffs. Police are 

still looking for the third suspect. 

 

06/19/09 

6am 
Investigators say a fire in March that destroyed a downtown Hutchinson building and damaged two others, 

is a case of arson. Investigators say there was no ignition source found on the outside of the building where 

the fire began, and nothing on or in the wall that could have started the fire. So far investigators do not have 

any suspects. 

 

06/20/09 

10pm 

Police in Salina investigate their second homicide in a week. Justin Letourneau died early this morning. 

He was found bleeding in a car outside the Salina Regional Health Center Friday morning. Willie Jerome 

Smith is charged with second degree murder, aggravated assault with a deadly weapon and possession of a 

firearm by a felon.  Last weekend, Alfred Mack junior was found shot to death in his apartment. Salina 

police say there's no indication the two crimes are related. 

 

06/21/09 

9pm 

Disagreements over election results in Iran continue to spark violence. At least 17 people have been killed 

in the country.  As protests continue in Iran, demonstrations are taking place across the United States. More 

than 50-people gathered today in Kansas City. Those attending the rally say they're using their own 

freedom here in the U-S to spread freedom to Iran.  Many still have friends and family there, “They're in 

danger. Their lives are in danger every day and walking the streets is like a battle. I'm speechless and that's 

why we're here because stuff like that shouldn't happen there or anywhere in the world.” President Obama 

urged Iranian officials to stop attacking their own people, and the white house says it is continuing to 

monitor the situation closely. 

 

06/22/09 

Noon 

Wichita police say a man attempted to rob this bank this morning, but for some reason didn't go through 

with it. Police say the man walked into the commerce bank at 21st and grove and handed a teller a note. 

They say he never showed a weapon and left. Police say they don't have a suspect. 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2 

 

06/22/09 

6pm 

The man accused of shooting and killing doctor George Tiller last month called eyewitness news today.   

Scott Roeder tells us he hasn't heard of anymore talk of groups raising money for his bond.  A judge 

recently raised his bond to 20-million dollars after he told the associated press acts similar to his were 

planned as long as abortion was legal. He would not comment on past interviews, the case against him or if 

he was ever part of anti-abortion groups. His attorney has told him not to discuss those things with the 

media. 

 

 06/23/09 

6pm 

A case closed more than ten years ago reopens because of a legal error. A jury found Terral Breedlove 

guilty of killing a man in 19-95. Breedlove was 17 years old at the time of the murder and he is now 

standing trial for first degree murder a second time. Eyewitness news reporter Rebecca Gannon has more. 

“In the course of this struggle, Mr. Breedlove was able to get behind Mister Garcia and placing the gun 

behind his ear on the left side, fired it into his head.”  That struggle between Terral Breedlove and 

Rigoberto Garcia happened in the checkers parking lot almost 14 years ago. Breedlove was charged and 

convicted of murder in 19-97. But the case didn't start in juvenile court where the Kansas Supreme Court 

says it should have started, because he was 17 when the murder happened. Because of that, the court 

overturned his conviction and sentence last year. OnTuesday. Breedlove's second trial on the same crime 

started again.  Prosecutors must again prove Breedlove killed Garcia, using the same witnesses from 14 

years ago, “I'm going to take you back to August the 12th, 1995.  How old were you at the time?” We did 

not hear from Breedlove's defense today.  His lawyers say they reserve their opening statements until later 

in the case. 

 

06/24/09 

8am 

Police in Colorado are looking for a man they say took a boulder city steamroller out for a joyride. People 

in a neighborhood say they were woken up at 2 in the morning by someone riding a steamroller. Witnesses 

say he crashed it and then ran off. Police haven't said how the man was able to get the steamroller. 

 

06/25/09 

6am 
Investigators hope an autopsy will tell them more about a body found floating in a downtown Wichita 

fountain. City maintenance crews found the man in A-Price Woodard Park early Wednesday morning. 

Police say he had no injuries and was fully dressed. The man was in his 20s or 30s but didn't have an ID on 

him. An autopsy will determine how he died. 

 

06/26/09 

5am 

A robber targets the same bank twice in a week, and succeeds the second time. Police are trying to figure 

out if the man who held up this Commerce Bank at 21st and Grove is the same one who tried to rob it 

earlier this week. Yesterday, the man handed tellers a note demanding money, then jumped over the 

counter to grab the cash. Police say the money included a dye pack and they found a stain on the ground 

about half from the scene. If you know anything about this robbery, call 911.     

 

06/26/09 

8am 

Wichita police arrest a woman they say killed her brother. An update to a story we brought new to you 

yesterday morning.  25-year-old Vinson Holloman was found stabbed at a home on south Pinecrest early 

Thursday morning. He was taken to a Wichita hospital where he later died. His 20-year-old sister was 

arrested. The case could go to the district attorney today. 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-2 

  

06/27/09 

10pm 

 Police investigate the shooting death of a woman in south Wichita. It happened around three-thirty 

Saturday morning near I-35 and Harry.  Police say a 20-year-old woman was getting a ride home with 

friends when another vehicle pulled up. Someone inside the car fired four to six shots at the car.  The 

woman was the only one hit. She was taken to Saint Francis in critical condition, and later died at the 

hospital.  Police aren't sure if the shooting was random.  So far no arrests have been made. 

 

06/28/09 

10pm 

Clay center police officers are cleared of wrong-doing after shooting a man who pointed a toy gun at them.  

 Today the Kansas Bureau of Investigation said the officer‟s actions were justified. The shooting happened 

on June 14th. Investigators say 66-year-old Ronald Hughes pointed a gun at them so police opened fire. 

They later discovered the gun was made of plastic. Both have been cleared to return to work after a 

mandatory leave.  

 

06/29/09 

6pm 

A man is arrested in Wichita in connection with a stabbing Friday afternoon.  The 53-year-old man has 

been booked on attempted murder charges.  The stabbing happened in the 900 block of north Hillside at 

about two-thirty Friday afternoon.  The suspect left the scene on a bike while wearing a blue hospital 

smock and pajama pants. The victim's current condition was unavailable today. 

 

06/30/09 

6am 

  A Kansas family is trying to figure out who would take advantage of their situation --and burglarize their 

home.  The Godfrey family learned over the weekend someone broke into their Arkansas City home 

vandalizing their furniture and stealing all of their electronics. With some questioning from both police and 

friends, the thieves returned the goods Sunday. The parents are in Dallas where their two-year-old son 

Khristian is fighting complications of a rare genetic skull deformity.  Amanda Godfrey says she doesn't 

know when she'll be home. Her parents say they're in shock.  “Here she is down there with that baby - been 

with him for two weeks, him fighting for his life and to find out that her furniture had all been cut up and 

scratched up. I mean she had enough on her plate without all this.” Officers with the Arkansas City Police 

Department are investigating the case. So far they've not made any arrests. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

04/01/09 

10pm 

Three developers turn in proposals to build casinos in Sumner County; but they're open to other locations.     

Two of the three submitted plans for more than one site; all three have an option to build near Mulvane.  

Go to www.kwch.com to get details on those plans.  Developers now have three months to get 

endorsements from Sumner County.  The State Lottery Review Board will eventually pick which casino 

goes up in Sumner County and the earliest that will happen is August. 

 

04/02/09 

10pm 

The Haysville school district says it's not responsible for yard signs popping up all over town; new at ten 

tonight, the signs urge voters to approve a one-percent increase in the district's budget.  The money would 

go primarily toward all-day kindergarten.  If the increase is approved property taxes on a 100-thousand 

dollar home will increase about six-dollars a year.  The district says an independent group is paying for the 

signs. 

 

04/03/09 

6pm 

For the first time in three years a Sedgwick County dog tests positive for rabies.  It happened last month 

after the dog got into a fight with a skunk in Kechi.  The dog hadn't received a rabies vaccination and had to 

be put down.  A local veterinarian says right now is the time when wild animals get active and pet owners 

should make sure their vaccinations are up to date.  Rabies is a fatal disease but he says it can easily be 

prevented with a 15 dollar shot every three years.  Wichita recently passed an animal ordinance that 

requires rabies vaccines every three years instead of annually. 

 

04/04/09 

10pm 

There are only seven in the world and one of them makes a stop in Kansas.  This moon rock is among only 

a handful that people are actually allowed to touch.  N.A.S.A. is hauling it all over the country as part of the 

40th anniversary of the first moon landing.  Hundreds came to the Kansas Cosmosphere today to touch a 

piece of history.  The moon rock will be making its way to Wichita, along with several other stops in the 

state.  For a list of dates and times go to www.kwch.com  

 

 

04/06/09 

6pm 

Owners of certain Salina businesses are worried about the effect of a city smoking ban.  The Salina 

ordinance goes into effect in May.  It bans smoking in almost all public buildings.  Owners of such 

businesses as bars, bowling alleys and bingo halls are concerned.  The issue has also focused more attention 

on Tuesday's local elections, where three city commissioners will be chosen.  Some opponents of the ban 

are working to get a special election called on the issue. 

 

04/07/09 

6pm 

The long-time Executive Director of Wichita's Inter-Faith Ministries is retiring.  The Reverend Sam 

Muyskens has spent 17 years with the non-profit organization.  Inter-Faith is best known for its programs 

targeting poverty and homelessness.  Muyskens will continue working in his current position until a new 

Executive Director is named. 
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COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

04/08/09 

10pm 

If you plan on going to Wichita's Riverfest this year, listen up; a disagreement over insurance means there 

may be less police officers on hand and that could affect your security.  A new city ordinance means 

officers will work for the festival itself instead of the city.  The police union worries that will lead to 

problems, like if an officer gets hurt at the event and has to file for workers comp.  City officials said 

officers will have full worker's comp, but police union leaders don't think the contract says that.  This 

evening, we spoke with Wichita's City manager, who says he's surprised he thought they had taken care of 

that issue last week. 

 

04/09/09 

10pm 

New at 10, the Wichita Eagle is reporting the first restaurant to say it was coming to Wichita's water walk 

has pulled out.  It's been two years since the Saddle Ranch Chop House said it will open up here.  

Waterwalk's President told the Eagle another tenant will replace the chop house but wouldn't say who.  The 

newspaper says other restaurants both local and national are finalizing details before they open up at the 

waterwalk. 

 

04/10/09 

10pm 

If you drive west along Highway 54, chances are you've noticed some big changes.  Work has started on a 

ten mile stretch of the highway between Kingman and Pratt; taking it from a two lane road to a four lane 

road.  The project is a decade in the making and carries a price tag of about 40 million dollars.  And while 

the four lane stretch won't connect to Pratt or Kingman just yet, K-DOT engineers say doing the project in 

pieces makes more sense.  The ten mile stretch is expected to be finished in two thousand eleven there are 

no dates set for when the next phase of the work will start. 

 

04/11/09 

10pm 

Hundreds of pounds in candy were handed out at the Sedgwick County Zoo's annual Egg-stravaganza.  

Children also participated in an egg hunt.  Most showed up at the zoo with an Easter basket, those who 

didn't got one for free.  The zoo thinks several thousand people to come out to today's event. 

 

04/12/09 

10pm 

A missing Garden City girl is found.  Police say 15-year-old Ileana Saucedo is safe.  Police asked for help 

in finding the teen on Friday because they were worried she'd hurt herself or others.  Police are not saying 

where Saucedo was found or who she was with. 

 

04/13/09 

6pm 

A better downtown; that puts Wichita on the map, this group wants to come up with new ideas on how to 

improve downtown Wichita.  They say there's a lot in place already it just needs to be developed into a 

stronger community.  They'd like to see more people live in downtown and increase business and 

development.  The group wants to hear from you; they'll gather feedback about downtown improvements. 

 

04/14/09 

10pm 

A van drives off with a toddler hanging off the ladder on the back off it…tonight that 2-year-old has minor 

injuries after falling off.  Police said relatives had no idea the 2-year-old climbed on the van until a couple 

of blocks away when the child fell off.  Another driver had to flag the van down and tell the people inside 

what happened.  Police say, this was an accident and don't expect any charges. 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

04/15/09 

6pm 

People in the city of Russell are remembering their Police chief.  Russell's city manager tells us Larry 

Vaughan died yesterday at Hays Medical Center.  Vaughan was appointed Chief in 1999 he's worked for 

the city of Russell for the past 30 years.  Captain John Quinday has been appointed the Interim Chief.      

Services for Vaughan are set for Saturday morning at the Catholic Church in Russell.  Vaughan was 57. 

 

04/16/09 

10pm 

Wichita's Delano district got a little wild tonight; elephants, tigers and clowns marched in formation down 

Douglas.  The Shriners put on the circus parade.  The shrine circus starts tomorrow at the Coliseum.  It runs 

through Sunday. 

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

A dream comes true for a Wichita seven-year-old.  Braeden Gilbert has been battling leukemia for two 

years.  Through all the chemo and radiation, he's held on to his dream of being a firefighter. Today, 

Braeden got to put on the uniform, and go through training with Sedgwick County fire crews.  He says his 

favorite thing was the badge they gave him, but he was also impressed with all the high tech equipment. 

Braeden Gilbert says, “They have a lot of computers and they have a lot of stuff. So don't be coming here, 

they have too much stuff. You can't believe it.”  Braeden's special day is thanks to the Make-a-Wish 

Foundation, and the firefighters of Sedgwick County. 

 

04/18/09 

10pm 

New at 10pm, friends and former colleagues honor Sharon Fearey in Old Town.  Fearey spent eight years 

on the Wichita city council.  She had to step down this year because of term limits.  Alana Fearey, her 

daughter, helped organize the event.  Several hundred people were expected to come out, "I think it's a 

show of how many people she did touch of the past eight years and how much people have really enjoyed 

working with her."  Feary represented district six in northwest Wichita.  Janet Miller won her seat in the 

April 7th election. 

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

Local charities say their counting on the event to spur volunteerism.  Catholic charities honored their 

volunteers this afternoon.  Volunteer Jimmy Jordan helps out at the charities food bank.  He says he's seen 

the number of volunteers increase.  Since people can't give money they're donating time.  People are going 

to give one way or the other if they can't go out and buy the groceries for us they're going to come out and 

give their time.  Catholic Charities is now seeking even more volunteers.  Budget cuts forced the 

organization to reduce paid staff members so; they're using volunteers to fill some of those positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

04/20/09 

10pm 

Soon you'll be able to get liquor-to-go in Wichita.  New at 10…the governor signs a new law letting cities 

like Wichita lift restrictions on drinking alcohol in public.  That means the city will likely let you have a 

cocktail on city streets and sidewalks in some areas and during some events.   Walk around here tonight 

drinking a beer and you‟d better hope there are no cops around; but in a few months a lot of people might 

be doing it and it'll be no big deal.  The Wichita City Council now gets to decide whether alcohol use on 

streets and sidewalks in certain areas should be allowed.  And judging by the way local leaders lobbied the 

state to give them that freedom, expect to see some changes.  Old Town, the Intrust Ban Arena and 

Riverfest are some of the places people may be able to walk around with a drink; although it won't happen 

at this year's Riverfest.  The law doesn't take effect until July First; more than a month after Riverfest ends.  

Still we talked to several people here in Old Town who say this change is worth celebrating.  Meanwhile 

Wichita Mayor Carl Brewer says the law is a significant step toward a more progressive social atmosphere 

in the city of Wichita.  Earlier this year, Mayor Brewer testified for this law saying the goal is not to get 

people to drink more but to use alcohol in a controlled setting.  Mayor Brewer says Wichita is competing 

with Oklahoma City and Kansas City to create a social environment for young people. 

 

04/21/09 

10pm 

Where and when?  Wichita city council members plan to study where to build more railroad overpasses and 

in what order.  The city will use consultants and spend up to one million dollars to study a railroad master 

plan.  City officials already know K-15 and Pawnee is a problem; it's considered the most dangerous train 

crossing in Wichita.  Angel Montenegro lives nearby and hopes the city makes it a priority.  The city says it 

needs the plan to apply for Federal funding in the future.  The consultants are expected to take eight months 

to study the issue. 

 

04/22/09 

10pm 

New at 10pm…Boeing said it's willing to share a tanker deal with its European rival.  Boeing and EADS 

have been competing for the 35-billion dollar contract.  The Secretary of Defense says replacing these old 

K-C 135 tankers are one of the top priorities.  Now Boeing executives say they'll support whatever 

decisions the Department of Defense makes even if that means sharing the contract.  EADS said it's willing 

to share too. 

 

04/23/09 

6pm 

Its job is to help victims of drunk drivers but today the DUI victims center honored those who help its 

mission; among them Eyewitness News Anchor Michael Schwanke.  Michael won the red ribbon award for 

media, for his stories on repeat DUI offenders.  Among the other honorees the Wichita school district and 

the group Saferiders which offers rides to people who have been out drinking. 

 

04/24/09 

10pm 

Wichita dedicates its newest fire house tomorrow; Station 20 sits near Kincaid and Greenwich in east 

Wichita.  To staff it; the department moved people from other stations.  As a result six other stations will 

now have four firefighters and one truck.  That's down from the five firefighters and two trucks they 

currently have.  The city says the shift won't impact response time. 

 

04/25/09 

10pm 

Today is the start of National Infant Immunization week.  The goal is to boost immunization rates across 

the country.  In Sedgwick County the health department will hold clinics for parents to get their children 

vaccinated.  The clinics will be next Monday through Friday at 2716 West Central.  For more information 

health to www.kwch.com/health  

http://www.kwch.com/health


 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

04/26/09 

10pm 

10pm 

Some 5-thousand people in south-central Kansas are without power tonight.  15-hundred are in Sedgwick 

County and another 14-hundred are in the dark in Butler County.  4-hundred people are without power in 

Marion County.  While 3-hundred are out in Harvey County.  Power crews are out working but it will be 

awhile before all the lights are back on. 

 

04/27/09 

10pm 

A one-dollar gift turns into a 200-thousand dollar prize for a Wichita woman.  For fun Patricia Gray's 

mother-in-law bought her a Powerball ticket at a South Wichita Laundromat Saturday.  When the Haysville 

school custodian checked it yesterday the attendant gave her some paperwork and told her to go to Topeka 

to pick up her prize.  Turns out gray's ticket matched every number but the powerball.  Gray says the 

money will help pay a lot of bills.  She also plans to give some it to her mother-in-law. 

 

04/28/09 

6pm 

Salina's tougher smoking ban will begin Saturday despite an effort by opponents to encourage city 

commissioners to delay or repeal the new rules.  A group protesting the new rules has collected petition 

signatures calling for a public vote on its repeal.  Salina city commissioners took no action Monday after 

being asked to support a public vote on the ban. 

 

04/29/09 

6pm 

There's a new addition to the Wichita skyline a sign has been added to the top of the new Intrust Bank 

Arena.  Two more will go up on other sides of the building in the next week or so.  The arena is expected to 

open sometime in January. 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

The latest tonight on swine flu as it causes some schools to cancel trips to Mexico. Friends University 

cancels this year's study abroad program. Ten Friends students were scheduled to go to Cancun, Mexico for 

four weeks, but the school says it had to cancel the trip because it's concerned about students' health. The 

University of Kansas is looking for an alternative for 16 students enrolled in its study-abroad program in 

Puebla, Mexico, that trip's also been canceled. We also checked with Wichita State, it also has a program in 

Puebla, no word yet on whether this year's trip has been canceled. 

 

05/01/09 

10pm 

Dozens gather in downtown Wichita to pray for immigration reform.  Members of Sunflower Community 

Action organized tonight's candlelight vigil.  They want congress and the president to fix the country's 

immigration system.  President Obama said any reform must begin with border security.  The president 

says he plans to work with congress on immigration reform later this year. 

 

05/02/09 

10pm 

New at ten...loved ones of those killed by gang violence meet in Wichita.  Today's "Save Our Children" 

rally took place indoors at McAdams Park.  The event centered on mother and families who lost their 

children to gang violence.  David Gilkey helped organize the event.  Gilkey said a lack of responsible 

adults can often lead to more violence.  Speakers included Keith Peters; a gang member killed his son in  

2007, when he tried to break up a fight. 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

05/03/09 

10pm 

Five years ago a Kingman man found a message in a bottle.  To this day he's still trying to find out who's 

behind it.  The bottle washed up in the Ninnescah River at the Kingman city Park.  C.E. Sinnett picked it up 

and read the typed message.  It said winner of the 50 thousand dollar message in a bottle contest.  It also 

lists the address and phone number of the Wichita Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber said it doesn't 

have any recollection of a contest and that it's probably a hoax.  The bottle is epoxyed shut and was painted 

red.  Sinnett thinks it‟s at least 20 years old. 

 
05/04/09 

6pm 

The current owners of Wild West World have no immediate plans to open the park.  A.H.G. Group said it 

has not found a park operator yet and that economic problems are likely to blame.  The company is 

working on plans to open the park at a later date.  A.H.G. purchased the land last June at a court auction. 

 

05/05/09 

6pm 

Developers who want to build a state-owned casino in Sumner County explain their proposals to the 

Sumner County commission.  Here's a look; Chisholm Creek Casino wants to build at the Mulvane exit of 

the turnpike.  Lakes Kansas Casino is willing to build in either Wellington or Mulvane, and the Prairie Sky 

Casino has two locations at the Mulvane exit.  They each plan to build a casino with a restaurant.  Other 

amenities such as hotels would be phased in when the market warrants.  They say during these tough 

economic times they need generate gaming revenue before expanding.  The Sumner county commission 

will vote next week on which if any proposals to endorse. 

 

05/07/09 

10pm 

The smoke could be seen for miles; a building goes up in flames near 49th and Broadway today in Park 

City filling the air with smoke and causing several explosions.  It happened at J.M.M. t trucking when a 

bucket of oil started on fire.  Crews considered evacuating parts of the area because chemicals were 

burning inside the building but the health department said that wasn't necessary.  However the chemicals 

did make fighting the fire more difficult for fire firefighters; no one was hurt.  Firefighters had the fire 

under control within a few hours. 

 

05/08/09 

10pm 

 Everyone here is saying the same thing; there couldn't have been a nicer day for Riverfest to kick things 

off.  And that's showing in the amount of people we have seen out here this evening.  By three o'clock 

families were already checking things out and getting things ready for tonight's events.  All the classics are 

still here, the games, the face painting and of course the food.  A lot of festival goers told us tonight the 

food is one of the main reasons they come out here. 

 

05/09/09 

10pm 

 Wichita mail carriers collected food today; in addition to letters and packages.  The post office teamed up 

with the Kansas Food bank for the 17th Letter Carriers Food Drive.  People placed non-perishable food 

items in a bag near their mailbox.  Postman Rick Sauer delivers mail to 6-hundred homes.  He says most 

people left out several bags of food.  The event is the one of the largest one-day food drives in the nation.  

Mail carriers collected more than 155-thousand pounds of food from just the City of Wichita. 

 

05/10/09 

10pm 

The sun wasn't out and it was a bit chilly, but that didn't stop families from visiting the Sedgwick county 

Zoo for Mother's Day.  As always the babies were a big hit.  Mom's got in the zoo for free. 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

05/11/09 

10pm 

Voters in Sumner County want a casino; and today commissioners endorsed three of the five proposals 

there.  Here's a look; two the proposals endorsed would build a casino near the Mulvane exit of the 

turnpike.  The Chisholm Creek Casino includes two-thousand slots and eight restaurants.  The Lakes 

Kansas Casino also has two-thousand slots and three bars.  Commissioners also endorsed the Lakes Kansas 

Casino proposal for the Wellington area.  The gaming floor would be more than 100-thousand square feet. 

 

05/12/09 

6pm 

Dozens come to Wichita city hall to honor local officers killed in the line of duty.  This ceremony honored 

the 28 Wichita Police Officers and Sedgwick County Sheriff's deputies who've died while serving the 

public.  Wichita Police Chief Norman Williams said the list hits home every year.  Work continues on a 

local fallen officer‟s monument.  Organizers are about 50-thousand dollars away from completing 

fundraising.   Go to our website, at www.kwch.com to find out how you can help. 

 

05/13/09 

10pm 

Too many questions and a lot of money force Sedgwick County commissioners to hold off on a deal to buy 

this land in Bel Aire.  The county wants to use the 800 acres for an industrial park.  If commissioners vote 

to buy the land next week, the county would install utilities to make the land shovel ready.  Economic 

developers say it's necessary to compete with other communities.  The land's worth six and half million 

dollars.  The commission will hold a public hearing on the issue before voting next Wednesday. 

 

05/14/09 

6pm 

One county in Kansas is now a majority minority.  New census data shows non-Hispanic whites make-up 

less than half the population of Finney County.  It's one of just six counties nationwide that became 

"majority minority" between 2007 and 2008.  The other counties are in Mississippi, Florida, California and 

two in Texas.  Across the country there are more than 300 counties with minority majorities. 

 

 

05/15/09 

He's run Exploration Place for the past three years; now museum President Alberto Meloni is calling it 

quits.  Meloni said it‟s time for him to move on.  After bringing a number of popular exhibits including a 

"T-Rex Named Sue" and "Our Body, The Universe Within" to Wichita, Meloni says it's time for a new 

challenge.  Meloni's last day is June fifth.  Exploration place will name an interim president until a 

permanent one is found. 

 

05/16/09 

10pm 

To cut costs K-DOT will cut less.  This summer, the Department of Transportation plans to cut less grass.       

The goal is to reduce fuel and labor costs by 20-percent.  Along interstates crews will only make one pass 

instead of mowing to the fence.  The exception, if a house or business is close by; grass between medians 

will still be cut. 
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COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

05/17/09 

5:30pm 

Starting tomorrow you'll want to avoid the Kellogg and I-135 interchange as much as possible for the next 

two years.  A project to repair the ramps will be done in two phases.  The first phase will close the exit 

ramps from Kellogg onto 135.  Both directions of Kellogg will be reduced to two lanes.  The second phase 

begins in November.  The 135 ramps onto Kellogg will close during it. The official detour will be along  

I-235, But Tom Hein from the Kansas Department of Transportation knows local drivers will find their 

own detours.  Tonight at ten hear more from K-DOT officials and drivers about how best to avoid traffic 

problems in the construction area. 

 

05/18/09 

6pm 

Tracking severe storms, chasing tornadoes and forecasting your weather with the latest, high-definition 

technology; this week, go behind the scenes with Chief Meteorologist Merril Teller.  Watch "Eye On The 

Storm" in HD Thursday night at seven on KWCH-TV 12.   

 

05/19/09 

6pm 

It's not even officially open yet and already 13-thousand people have seen the new tiger exhibit at the 

Sedgwick County zoo.  Zoo members got a sneak-peek at the tigers over the weekend; more than five-

thousand came on Saturday and more than seven-thousand on Sunday.  The exhibit opens to everyone on 

Friday. 

 

05/20/09 

6pm 

The director of the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame says his meeting today with Wichita's city manager went 

well.  He's relieved because he says he's tried for months to talk with city officials about the museum's 

future, but never got a response.  Last year Bill Koch proposed renovating the boathouse and moving the 

Sports Hall of Fame into it rent free.  The idea came up because the museum couldn't make its rent payment 

last August.  Koch donated the money.  Director Ted Hayes says the museum is struggling again this year 

to come up with 125 thousand dollars in rent.  He says they'll continue to fund raise but if the city would 

make a decision on the boathouse this issue could be alleviated.  The city received boathouse proposals in 

February, at the time council members said they wanted to fast track a decision.  The city manager who 

also started in February said he's embarrassed it's taken this long but expects the council to vote on the 

future of the boathouse in the next thirty days.   

 

05/21/09 

6pm 

They're flying across Kansas on their way from Mexico and researchers at the University of Kansas are 

teaming up with scientists from Princeton to track Monarch butterflies on their cross-country journey.     

The group is putting tiny radio tags on the butterflies and then following them by airplane.  Researchers 

hope it helps them solve some of the mysteries surrounding the monarch's yearly migrations.  National 

Geographic is even filming the process. 

 

05/22/09 

10pm 

Nearly sixty-years ago thousands of Americans received toxic doses of radiation; they were soldiers taking 

part in the testing of atom bombs.  Today K-DOT dedicated a stretch of highway in their honor.  The 

Atomic Veterans Memorial Highway is an 18 and a half mile stretch of highway 400 west of Leon.  Many 

say the highway is recognition long overdue.  Effects of the radiation left many veterans with cancer and 

other degenerative diseases.  Their work was so top-secret... The vets couldn't talk about it until the late 

1980‟s.  The vets hope to convince Congress to create an Atomic Veterans service medal.  There are 130 

Atomic Vets living in Kansas. 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

05/23/09 

10pm 

For one Kansas family this Memorial Day will be a bittersweet holiday.  Lieutenant Edward Schwartz died 

in the Korean War.  His remains weren't recovered until 2000, but weren't identified until January.  

Schwartz was laid to rest this weekend in Hoisington with full military honors.  Eyewitness news was on 

hand for the homecoming; we'll show it to you tomorrow on Eyewitness News at 10.   

 
05/24/09 

5:30pm 

The arrest stunned many in the small town of Benton.  Last week prosecutors charged Bill Moore with first 

degree murder in the death of Carol Mould.  Her body was found burned inside her home in 2004.  Those 

close to Moore say he couldn't have done it.  Linda and Lydia Powell have been Moore's neighbors for 

years.  Linda said Moore coached her daughter in little league and often helped them out by mowing their 

lawn and buying groceries.  Tonight at ten hear more on why the Powell‟s are standing by their friend.  

We'll also look at what's next for Moore when he goes back to court next month. 

 

05/25/09 

5pm 

A Wichita family finds an unexpected guest in the backyard today.  They saw something running around 

the back yard and thought a dog had gotten through the fence.  It wasn't a dog it was a deer.  They don't 

know how it got in the yard...but it stayed for about an hour.  It ran around and attempted to get in the 

house knocking out a window.  Police came and advised them to open a gate and let the deer go.  It ran off 

leaving them with an interesting story to tell at the holiday barbeque.  The family called Animal Control 

and Wild Life and Parks.  Neither would come get the animal and advised they let it go. 

 

05/26/09 

10pm 

New at ten…another casino proposal gets an endorsement in Sumner County.  Commissioners voted to 

endorse the Prairie Sky Casino which would go up at the Mulvane exit of the turnpike.  Originally 

commissioners didn't pick Prairie Sky because it didn't include a hotel in the first phase of the project.  The 

developer recently added a hotel.  Along with today's endorsement commissioners had already endorsed 

proposals for Lakes Kansas and Chisholm Creek meaning the state can now consider them. 

 

05/27/09 

6pm 

Wichita Police have identified the man killed by a fallen power line.  It happened yesterday evening in this 

south Wichita neighborhood.  Investigators say 62-year-old Gerald Bonnesen saw the downed line and 

went to move a propane tank.  They say he was worried that the wire might cause an explosion.  That's 

when the line arced across him.  He died at the scene.  Investigators don't know what caused the line to fall. 

 

05/28/09 

10pm 

It's not his job but it is his dream; Lorenzo Robeless learned about the restaurant industry first hand today.    

The Derby eighth grader says he'll one day be a chef in his own restaurant.  This afternoon, he got some 

practice at Connie's Mexico Café in Wichita, making recipes, and trying out his work.  Robeless got the 

culinary experience through a local program.  He says his as yet-unnamed restaurant will serve cuisine 

from all seven continents.  But he has to make it through high school and culinary school first. 
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05/29/09 

10pm 

John Engelland and his neighbors consider their irrigated farmland some of the best in the state. That's why 

they want to protect it. Engelland says, “We feel that our irrigated land is extremely valuable to the 

community and it's very limited on how much there is so we would just like some input to where the road 

goes.” He's talking about highway 96. A study by k-dot is looking at moving the road right through 

Engelland's and several other farmers land, something they are actually in support of, as long as officials 

will at least take their valuable land into consideration. He said it will help them perhaps determine a route 

that would be less detrimental our water value. He says K-DOT just wants to simplify things. Here's a good 

example, the small town of Nickerson there is no less than one, two, three, four, five, six, seven K-96 signs 

guiding you just to get through this town. The new route would be more direct connecting Nickerson and 

sterling without all the turns and curves.  Engelland says, “We always try to minimize impact to 

homeowners and land owners but we also have to serve the communities that these highways go through or 

by so there always is a balancing act.” The plans at this point are just part of a study...there is no money set 

aside to start the changes anytime soon. So until they do Engelland says he just hopes the farmers in this 

area will get a say in what happens, “We have a bunch of young farmers that have committed themselves to 

this area and we'd sure hate to see their livelihood cut into.” 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

The perfect custom color, the classic fuzzy dice, and a touch of chrome pretty much everywhere you look. 

We always put a new trick in them, always. The rumble in Delano Saturday brought out the past of the 

American auto industry. They're all here. Buick, check, Cadillac, check, and yes, Ford, check, “The first 

new car I ever owned was a mustang.” So a few years back Bob Zimmerman bought a 64 and a half 

Mustang to restore. Bob says, “It's just a hobby for us old guys; revert back to our childhood I guess.” 

Hearing General Motors, a company that made many of the cars shining on display expected to file for 

bankruptcy leaves these owners to question if any of the cars made today will even be worth restoring. 

Robert says, “We've had a lot of unique styles in the past and we've gone by the waist side on a lot of the 

styles. I honestly think the cars of today are all throw-away cars.”  Alana says, “No, the American car 

companies of today aren't cranking out the classics, like they used to, but everyone here we talked to says 

they know they'll make a comeback.”  Sonny says, “I believe they'll come back stronger than what they 

were.”  Robert says, “I think they'll make better cars and have fewer cars. Even with the automakers going 

out of business, I think there's always going to be people that love cars.” A love they'll continue to 

showcase. In Wichita's Delano District, Alana Rocha, KWCH12, Eyewitness News. 

 

05/31/09 

10pm 

The last survivor of the titanic has died. The Titanic International Society says Millvina Dean died in her 

sleep in England. Dean was just two months old when she and her family boarded the doomed luxury liner 

in 1912. Her family was on the Titanic because her father wanted to open a tobacco shop in Wichita. Just a 

few weeks ago, the stars of the movie Titanic donated money to help pay Dean's medical expenses. Dean 

was 97-years-old. 

 

06/01/09 

10pm 

Anti-abortion protesters say they'll fight to keep their movement from getting the blame for Dr. Tiller's 

death.  Operation Rescue and its then leader Randall terry were part of what became the “Summer of 

Mercy”, in 1991protests outside Tiller's clinic.  Operation Rescue condemned Tiller's death, but Terry said 

anti abortion activists are not to blame.  Terry said the anti-abortion movement is a peaceful one. 
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06/02/09 

10pm 

Dr Tiller's family has finalized funeral plans and the public is invited.  Dr Tiller's funeral will be held at 

College Hill United Methodist Church Saturday morning.  Attorneys for the family said the funeral will be 

open to the public.  The family chose to have the funeral at this church; it holds about 800 people.  Wichita 

police tell us, they're talking about how to handle the funeral.  Dr. Tiller‟s funeral is set for Saturday 

morning at 10am, at College Hill United Methodist Church. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

It's a nutritious, free meal that's very much in demand these days.  Wichita Public Schools Free Summer 

Meal program started yesterday.  Organizers say given the area layoffs, they expect to hand out more meals 

than ever.  People interested just need to show up at a school that's offering the program; there's no 

paperwork to fill out, making the process easy for everyone.  Those 18 years old and younger are eligible 

for both breakfast and lunch through the Free Summer Meals program.  Find more information including a 

map of locations at our website www.kwch.com  

 

06/04/09 

10pm 

The fate of the Wichita Boathouse will be decided next week; the city council will decide whether to move 

the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame into the boathouse.  The city closed the boathouse five years ago because 

of construction at water walk.  Since then it's debated what to do with the building.  Bill Koch's proposed 

renovating the building and relocating the sports museum.  The city says that's the best option on the table 

and the council will vote on it Tuesday. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

There was a bit of fire tonight at Wichita city hall. But not to worry, it was all planned. The flames were 

part of the 29th annual law enforcement torch run for the Kansas Special Olympics. Runners met at city 

hall, and headed to the Wichita State campus.  After the cauldron was lit at Cessna stadium, the games are 

ready to begin. They run tomorrow and Sunday and are free and open to the public. 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

D-DAY remembrances took place in Kansas as well. Battlefield re-enactments drew this crowd to Forbes 

field in Topeka. Kansans that took part in D-DAY shared their stories at the Kansas National Guard 

museum.  Doug Jacobs, Kansas National Guard Historian says, "I think it's a tribute to them to honor them 

in this way also historically it's important because as you know we are losing the resources the assets now. 

World war two veterans are passing away quite quickly." Experts estimate that one-thousand world war 

two vets die each day.  Sixteen million Americans or 12-percent of the population at the time served from 

1941 to 1945. 

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

In continuing coverage on the fate of the Wichita Boathouse, the city council decides this week whether to 

move the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame to the empty building the hall owes the city 100-thousand dollars in 

rent on its current location. Bill Koch says he'll pay for boathouse renovations then lease the building to the 

museum for one dollar a year. The city council votes on Tuesday. 
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COMMUNITY- Q-2 

 

06/08/09 

10pm 

With a vote tomorrow, the Wichita Boathouse could have a new tenant.  Council members will vote on 

whether to put the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame in the boathouse.  The deal would save the museum tens of 

thousands of dollars in rent because Bill Koch would lease the boathouse to the hall of fame for one dollar 

a year.  Koch has also offered to renovate the boathouse.  If council members approve moving the Hall of 

Fame from Old town the museum will still have to pay its 100-thousand dollar rent due later this summer.  

 

06/09/09 

10pm 

Their contract is up in about a month; new at 10…engineers at Spirit Aerosystems begin contract 

negotiations today.  Leaders with the SPEEA union have been talking with Spirit since earlier this spring 

but main-table talks began today.  Wages and benefits are among the contract issues. 

 

06/10/09 

10pm 

He died almost four years ago but his story continues to help other abused animals.  There is a garden 

memorial to a dog named Magnum outside Heartland Animal Hospital.  He died after he was found badly 

burned inside a dumpster in 2005.  Donations left over after his death are now used to help other abused or 

neglected animals like this one.  Red Rocket's leg was amputated after he was hit by a car.  The hospital 

used the last of Magnum's fund to pay for red rocket's surgery.  Even without money in Magnum's fund, 

vets say they will volunteer to help animals like Red Rocket.  Go to www.kwch.com to learn more about 

adopting him. 

 

06/11/09 

10pm 

One company for an entire town and now a Derby trash hauler is trying to stop the city from franchising its 

trash.  Derby recently approved that everyone in town use Waste Connections and pays the same price.  

Now hauler Everett Reese worries he'll go out of business because 70 percent of his customers are in 

Derby.  So he started a petition for the city to overturn the ordinance or put the issue to a public vote.  The 

Derby city manager says Reese's petition is invalid and plans to take it to court. 

 

06/12/09 

6pm 

There were a lot of little animals at the Sedgwick County Zoo today. The little animals happened to be little 

people and they were getting very wet. The zoo today kicked off wet-n-wild days. It allows kids to take a 

break from the heat and get cooled off thanks to the county fire department. So was it scary to see the big 

trucks and firefighters? One girl says, “No! It was just it's just for fun to get wet! Wet-n-wild days continue 

each Friday afternoon through august 7th, from 1 to 4 pm. The zoo also offers face painting, and a chance 

to meet the real animals.” 

 

06/13/09 

6pm 

New now, the Hartman arena may be newer, but thanks to hundreds of volunteers the Kansas Coliseum 

looks nearly like it did the day it opened. About 500 people scrubbed, and steam-cleaned the Coliseum 

today to prepare for a Jehovah's Witness District convention.  Nearly 16-thousand people are expected to 

attend the event next weekend. “This is something we want to do to not only give something back to this 

facility that has worked with us in the past but to the people of Sedgwick County we appreciate having our 

convention here." Volunteers came from all over Kansas and parts of Oklahoma. Organizers say it would 

have cost the coliseum tens of thousands of dollars for this type of cleaning. The volunteers did it for free. 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

New now, the state fairgrounds in Hutchinson get a new tenant. For the next three years the Kansas high 

school rodeo finals will call the fairgrounds home. The state fair recently remodeled livestock facilities to 

attract more regional and national livestock shows. The state finals currently takes place in Topeka and the 

move will also make the event closer for competitors in the southern half of the state. 

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

Westar says more than 22-thousand people are without power in Kansas. About 73-hundred households are 

in the dark in Reno County and more than three thousand in Harvey. Strong storms have also hit outside 

our viewing area. Almost nine-thousand Westar customers are without power in Riley County. 

 

06/16/09 

6pm 

A deployment ceremony is scheduled for today at Fort Riley for about 200 engineers from a 1st Infantry 

Division unit at Fort Riley. They are headed to Afghanistan. The mission of the 41st Engineer Company of 

the 1st Engineer Brigade will be clearing roads for safe travel. 

 

06/17/09 

5pm 

The new state budget takes effect at the first of the month. Every sector can expect cuts; even food services. 

Senior Services of Wichita will have a million dollars less to operate Meals on Wheels. The Director says 

stimulus money will make up the difference for next year. After that she she's worried they won't be able to 

provide for everyone who will need it. The senior employment program, that places those 55 and older in 

the work force, will take a 12-percent cut. She says we have wonderful donors and it seems like in tough 

times the ones who can give, do and so we're really working on our fundraising strategies. It costs fifteen 

hundred dollars a year to feed someone through Meals on Wheels. If they lose that and have to go into a 

state-funded nursing facility, the cost for food would skyrocket. 

 

06/18/09 

5am 
About 100 panting mouths and about 400 paws add one hundred human feet, and 50 vehicles, and this is 

what a humane society caravan is like. We weren't sure how it was going to happen, and how it was going 

to go, because we've never done this before. But, I'm absolutely amazed.  Many of the animals haven't done 

this before either. The volunteers calm the animals en route to the humane society's new location at K-96 

and Hillside. It's a lot of work that's well worth it. It was bittersweet leaving the old facility. Nice coming to 

a fresh new beginning. For Napoleon, this van ride will be a fresh new beginning, taking him to his new 

home at the new location. Though the staff hopes this kennel will be temporary, until someone comes along 

to adopt him, or any of his 100 fellow friends. If you saw an animal you wanted to adopt, you're going to 

have to wait. As you can see, the humane society is still in the process of moving. It'll open to the public on 

Monday. In Wichita, Rebecca Gannon, Eyewitness News. 

 

06/19/09 

5am 
The Lyons city council calls for a special meeting today. It's expected to reverse its 9-1-1 dispatch policy, 

which now sends non-emergency calls to an answering machine. Some complained and a hearing impaired 

woman is suing. The city administrator tells us that Lyons may reinstate its contract with Rice County, 

allowing the county to take 911 calls until the end of the year.  Expect us to be at the meeting this afternoon 

and bring you the latest on air and online. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

06/20/09 

9am 

Wichita is once again voted an All-America city. A group led by Mayor Carl Brewer left for the 

competition in Tampa, Florida, earlier this week and last night that national civic league named Wichita as 

one of this year's ten All America Cities. The Wichita delegation highlighted its “Visioneering Wichita,” 

Mennonite housing & opportunity drive programs.  Wichita has won the award three times before in 

1961, 19-93 and 19-99.  
 

06/21/09 

10pm 

The curtain closes on a Wichita landmark.  Hundreds came out for the final show at the Crown Uptown 

dinner theater. Owner Karen Morris says she decided to close the theater in part because of the bad 

economy.  She says it became harder to run the 450 seat operation after her husband died last year.  Morris 

still plans to use the theater for private parties and weddings. Tonight's final performance was of Disney's 

"High School Musical." 

 

06/22/09 

Noon 

The United Way begins taking appointments today for the July session at the laid off workers center. You 

can make an appointment through the 26th. Call 2-1-1 to set up a time. The center opens back up at the first 

of the month. It helps those who qualify with things like rent and food. Again to set up a time, call 2-1-1. 

 

06/23/09 

10pm 

School resource officers future is in question. It's now the city's turn to discuss plans to move them out of 

some Wichita schools. Police chief Norman Williams proposes cutting the school resource officer staff in 

half,  leaving officers only for the high schools. It could save close to a half-million dollars. Students say 

they're concerned about not having an officer at school, “They don't just break up fights. They help in the 

hallways getting people to class and they stop things before they can get started up.” Last night the Wichita 

school board added the S-R-O's to its list of potential cuts. It proposed keeping a few officers for middle 

schools to share. Combined; the city and school board need to trim their budgets by at least 20 million 

dollars. 

 

06/24/09 

Noon 

In the Healthwatch a breakthrough that could prevent some women from getting cancer by treating men. 

Men and boys might soon be using a vaccine which prevents HPV, the most common sexually transmitted 

diseases in the U.S, and it's the same disease that can cause cervical cancer in women. Today the CDC is 

listening to data presented by drug makers arguing the vaccine is safe and effective for guys. 

 

06/25/09 

5am 

Road work will resume tonight on Kellogg between 119th west and 135th street west. Crews will be 

striping and marking pavement. Road work will start at 8:30 and is expected to end around six in the 

morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

06/26/09 

6am 

This is it; this is the final curtain call. Just as he prepared for a new round of sold-out concerts, the curtain 

comes down, forever silencing the king of pop. He may be gone, but millions of Michael Jackson‟s fans 

will always remember him, and the legacy he leaves for the world of music. Michael Jackson died. 

Thursday afternoon. He was rushed to a Los Angeles hospital, but it was too late. He wasn't breathing when 

paramedics got to him, and doctors couldn't save him. As word got around the Michael Jackson was in the 

hospital, the crowd grew bigger and bigger. Fans and friends are at a loss for words. They're hugging one 

another and the words are not coming. There are no words for which they can they can even say. The hurt 

is just overwhelming. Jackson‟s brother Jermaine says Michael likely suffered a heart attack, but an 

autopsy today will determine the cause of death. Wednesday night, he held a rehearsal concert at the staples 

center in downtown LA in preparation for a much anticipated series of concerts in London that were 

scheduled to begin next month. 

 

06/27/09 

8am 

The Intrust Bank Arena in downtown Wichita may be finished nearly three months ahead of schedule. 

 But that doesn't mean it will open any sooner. The company building the arena says it could be done by the 

first of November. Their contract says it has to be done by January 22-nd.  Even if they are done in 

November, there are a number of smaller things that have to be done before the arena opens.  Ron Holt says 

getting done early will ensure the arena is completely ready on opening night. “If it comes early we are able 

to do those things without having a big event already scheduled and then having to do them behind some 

big event. It also allows us maybe some opportunities to do some community various kinds of community 

open house kinds of events.” Holt says the open houses will allow the public to get a sense of the newness 

of the building if they can't make it to one of the first events. 

 

06/28/09 

10pm 

Over the last year, retailers have been hit hard by the economy. People are spending and shopping  less to 

try to save money. Today, one shop had people lining up before the doors even open-ready to buy. 

Eyewitness News reporter Kara Sewell tells us why. Too hot to garage sale, Sunday, bargain hunters 

moved indoors. “There's a lot of bargains to be found here.” “ We had a line out the door this morning 

when we opened.” The line is made mostly of moms. For good reason, everything on sale *here* is geared 

toward kids. “Everything is cheap here and it‟s nice to walk around and find cheap baby stuff.”  Between 

friends' consignment event allows parents to sell their gently used clothes and toys and at the same time, 

buying others at discount prices. Dawn Pfannenstiel is heading it up. “Our business is a recession proof 

business. Everyone is always looking for a great deal and families are always looking for a way to add 

more money to their family budget.” Pfannenstiel says *this* year more than ever.  Her amount of buyers 

and sellers has doubled.  “My husband works in the aircraft industry, he luckily still has his job but it‟s nice 

to have and buy things that are a little cheaper, especially when kids grow so fast. Stocking up on three 

dollar shirts, shoppers are buying for back to school and Christmas. “They can save off to 80% off of 

retail.”  “Really good for me because I work at a school so during the summer I don't have a job except if I 

babysit.”  Shannon Ramsey is preparing for her first child. “We kind of need to know about stuff like this 

for later.”  Because bad economy or not, Ramsey, like others, plan to continue saving. In Wichita, Kara 

Sewell, KWCH 12 Eyewitness News. The just between friends consignment sale will continue over the 

next two days.  Tuesday, everything will be an additional half off. 

 

06/29/09 

6pm 

The Wichita Public Library wants to know what you think the new central library should have.  The library 

will hold a series of forums on Tuesday and Wednesday. Tomorrow there will be forums discussing spaces 

for researchers, teen spaces, and serving the neighborhood.  All of tomorrow's sessions will be at the public 

library's central location.  You can find more information on the forums at kwch-dot-com. 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-2 

 

06/30/09 

6am 

It's not a ban, but this week Wichita pit bull owners will face some of the toughest restrictions yet. The city 

responds to hundreds of calls each year involving pit bulls--accounting for almost 30 percent of all animal 

calls.  It hopes new laws help. Eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke explains what the changes 

mean. Rebecca Medicus will never forget the day her grandson was attacked.  Jaydin ended up with bites 

on several parts of his body and scalped cracked skull broken bones. And now, almost two years later, 

Jaydin who was attacked by pit bull, still has one more surgery to close up a scar on his head.  Jaydin's 

family is paying close attention to new restrictions about to be placed on pit bull owners. ”It's going in the 

right direction.”  But Medicus has questions. “Are they going to be enforced?  What happens to them if 

their dog does do something?”  Here are the rules beginning July first. All pit bulls must be micro chipped. 

They'll have to be spayed or neutered unless the owner has a breeder's license. And a person can only own 

two. “Again it's an excellent law who's going to enforce it?” Medicus says if the laws are enforced, she 

hopes they help because she is not for an all out ban.  “I would like to but I don't think that's fair a dog of 

any breed can be safe a dog of any breed can be dangerous.”   Pit Bull owner Terri Miftah doesn't agree 

with the new restrictions. “They're trying to annihilate the whole breed.  I think it's wrong.” We introduced 

you to her dog Max a couple weeks ago.  The Post Office is refusing to deliver mail to her and her 

neighbors because of Max. While she doesn't support the new restrictions, she admits Pit Bull owners have 

a greater responsibility. ”It's a big responsibility as a dog owner for any breed.”  Agree or not, Pit Bull 

owners will have even more responsibilities come July 1st. In Wichita, Michael Schwanke, KWCH 12 

Eyewitness News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

04/01/09 

10pm 

It raised your electric bill just a couple of months ago; new at 10, Westar's asking for another rate hike.  It 

wants to increase rates by 80 million dollars over the next year to pay for its transmission system, 

environmental upgrades and wind farms.  The Kansas Corporation Commission already approved part of 

that increase and will consider the rest of it late this year.  There is no word tonight on how much the latest 

rates would cost on your monthly bill. 

 

04/02/09 

6pm 

Here's a look at how the numbers break down.  In November, Boeing said it would cut 800 workers over 

the year.  Hawker Beechcraft is cutting about 23-hundred jobs by the end of the year on top of nearly 500 

announced late last year.  Cessna has announced about four-thousand layoffs in Wichita since November. 

 

04/03/09 

6pm 

The Ell-Saline school district is also voting on a school bond.  Voters will be asked two separate questions 

Tuesday.  Whether to support a six-point-8 million dollar bond for improvements and renovations and a 

385 thousand dollar bond for a new district office.  The district says both schools are running out of space, 

and need the renovations to continue providing quality education.  The middle-high school weight room 

spills out into hallways.  Woods and metals are too close in shop areas and small group work has been held 

in these remodeled closets.  If the bond passes the state will help fund 40 percent of the project.  For 

complete election coverage go to our website at www.kwh.com/election09  

 

04/06/09 

10pm 

From the streets to the parks, the city of Wichita needs to cut six and a half million dollars from its budget.  

The question is what?  Here's a look at potential cuts...the city manager will present to the council 

tomorrow.  100 thousand by reducing mowing at area parks and one million from the street maintenance 

fund.  The street fund is already short but the public works director is hopeful stimulus dollars will off-set 

any budget cuts.  But for some residents the city can't spend enough on street improvements.  The city 

council will eventually decide what to cut.  To see the manager's presentation go to our website at 

www.kwch.com  

 

04/07/09 

6pm 

Wichita must fix a six-and-a-half million dollar hole in this year's budget; as we told you yesterday, the city 

manager came up with a list of cuts and today the council discussed them.  The proposal calls for cutting 

back on mowing area parks to save 100 thousand dollars.  Council member didn't like the idea saying the 

city wouldn't ease up on citizens who don't mow.  Instead it may reduce hours of operation at area pools 

this summer.  The city is also looking to close police sub-stations overnight to the public.  The council was 

okay with the idea as long as phones were available at each station for people to reach authorities. 

 

04/08/09 

10pm 

Stock prices for Cessna's parent company almost double today; behind it, word that a Middle Eastern 

company may buy out Textron.  A Kuwait newspaper says a group of companies is ready to buy Textron -- 

Cessna is the company's largest division.  Over the last year Textron's stock dropped almost 80 percent.  A 

business expert at Wichita State said when that happens it opens up companies for takeover but it's  

Too early to speculate what impact the sale could have on Wichita.  As for Cessna employees they say 

they're watching stock prices and media reports.  Cessna and Textron aren't talking. 
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ECONOMY Q-2 

 

04/10/09 

6pm 

As people cut back during the recession one industry in Kansas is not feeling the pinch.  Little Apple 

Brewing Company is seeing fewer people going out for dinner but not a decrease in people having a drink.    

The owner of Tallgrass Brewing Company says the first few months of the year are usually a little slower, 

but business always picks up.  Soon Anheuser Busch will start distributing Tallgrass beer state-wide.     

Last year-beer sales put 1 point 8 billion dollars into the Kansas economy. 

 

04/11/09 

10pm 

The overall job market is tanking but police departments in Kansas are hiring.  Wichita police say 

applications jumped 60-percent during the first three months of this year compared to last year.  The 

Sedgwick County Sheriff's Office has seen a 70 percent increase.  Nationwide police, fire and paramedics 

are seeing a record number of applicants as people look new careers. 

 

04/14/09 

10pm 

Hawker Beechcraft plans to lay off more workers but it won't say how many.  Hawker has already 

announced plans to cut 23-hundred jobs in Wichita by the end of the year.  But in a letter to employees 

today the company's CEOE said the bad economy will mean more cuts because demand for new planes 

keeps dropping.  His letter says the cuts will happen across all levels, including senior management. 

 

04/15/09 

10pm 

If you haven't filed your taxes yet you have less than two hours to do it.  But since the post office is closed 

you're only option left is to E-file.  The post office used to stay open until midnight but because so many 

people are filing electronically now days the post office in Wichita closed its doors several hours ago.    

Last pickup was at eight o-clock in Wichita. 

 

04/16/09 

6pm 

The cost of tuition at Kansas colleges will stay on ice at least for now.  The Kansas Board of Regents again 

approved keeping tuition costs the same for the 32 public institutions it governs.  But the final vote will 

happen in the next two months.  The Regents say tuition will stay at current levels, unless budget cuts 

continue. 

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

The state unemployment rate goes up again.  The jobless rate hit six-point-five percent last month.  That's 

two percent higher than it was a year ago.  Kansas is still well below the national unemployment rate.  That 

stands at eight-point-five percent.  Statewide, job losses are highest in manufacturing, construction and the 

service industry.  Hiring in government and health care remain strong as well as jobs in education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

04/18/09 

10pm 

The recession forces some businesses to close. Others struggle to get by.  In Florida, one Orlando restaurant 

has come up with a unique way to get people in the door. On the brighter side shows you how the small 

restaurant is borrowing from the concept in the movie, “Pay it forward” to help customers.  When the 

owner saw his dinner business disappearing due to plumbers and electricians losing their jobs, he decided 

to open for breakfast and lunch and tell customers to pay what they can for breakfast. Business is booming 

this day at the All American cafe. “We have two veggie omelet's up, one is no onions. Just take a look at 

the sign out front it says breakfast lunch and dinner. We used to serve dinner, but we had to close dinner 

down because of the economical times. That dinner included a full menu, plus pizza. Something All 

American's owner and native New Yorker Tommy Collura thought would attract new customers. But, with 

most everyone saving instead of spending - fewer people are going out to eat. What we've noticed 

especially the last year and a half none of plumbers none of the electricians none of the builders come in 

here no more cause they all lost their jobs. So to help his customers out - and admittedly - possibly stir up 

some new business - Tommy's decided to allow people to pay what they can - for breakfast. Tommy isn't 

expecting everybody to take advantage of this - just those going through tough times. I think at this point 

and time we find it in our hearts all American Cafe needs to do something to help people out and this is the 

way we are going to do it. Jared Alleman moved into the neighborhood a few months ago. He's one of the 

many regulars who help keep All American in business...and he thinks the pay as you go could become a 

type of pay it forward. Hopefully it will be an encouragement for others. You know a lot times when 

someone else steps out... It will encourage others. Barbara sharp is a small business owner herself... She 

knows firsthand what it's like trying to make it in a recession. I think it will bring people closer together and 

lift their spirits in the troubles times we're in. We want to reach out to people because people need help. 

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

President Obama is also trying to encourage volunteerism.  He's expected to sign a bill that would triple the 

size of Ameri-Corps.  The agency offers a small stipend to people who sign up for the program.  It requires 

you volunteer 40 hours a week and offers a wide range of opportunities. 

 

04/21/09 

6pm 

A Kansas House committee has started working on the year's last spending bill.  It will be part of the plan 

to eliminate a projected 328-million dollar deficit in the next state budget.  Legislators have already 

approved a 13-billion dollar spending plan for the state's 2010 budget but last week state officials slashed 

revenue projections creating the new gap.  Several committees are meeting to look at different parts of the 

budget.  The entire legislature re-convenes April 29th. 

 

04/22/09 

6pm 

Health insurance premiums for 90-thousand state workers are expected to go up for at least the next two 

years.  The Kansas health policy authority says the rates for state employees will jump 7-point-5 percent on 

January first.  Officials say that's less than increases in national health care costs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

04/23/09 

10pm 

How much do you owe in credit card bills?  Are you struggling to pay it off because of your credit card 

company?  Help may be coming; congress is considering the credit card bill of rights and President Obama 

supports it.  The bill would extend credit card billing cycles, cap many fees and give you 45 days notice for 

any increase in interest rates.  Credit card companies told the president today they plan to make their 

contracts simpler to understand.  But some of them argue tougher rules for banks may make it even harder 

to give out credit.  A Wichita credit counselor tells us it's not fair for companies to change their rates 

whenever they want but he said ultimately it's up to you to spend responsibly.  The U.S. House should take 

up the credit card bill of rights issue next week. 

 

04/24/09 

10pm 

The city of Greenburg works to bring business back to their community.  City leaders cut the ribbon for 

Greensburg's new incubator this morning.  The building gives businesses a temporary place to set up their 

shops while a permanent location is still under construction.  Greensburg's city manager says helping small 

businesses rebuild was a big concern following the tornado that wipe out the city nearly two years ago.  He 

feels this building accomplishes that, along with bringing commerce back to the community. 

 

04/25/09 

10pm 

Kansas lawmakers face a host of issues when they return to Topeka next week; among them, fixing the 

state's budget.  Lawmakers from south-central Kansas held their final legislative forum in Wichita this 

morning.  One teacher wanted to know if she would be held responsible for falling test scores if legislators 

cut education funding.  Another wanted to know what smaller programs could be on the chopping block.  

Kansas faces a projected 3-hundred-28 million dollar budget deficit for the next fiscal year.  Lawmakers 

return Wednesday to wrap up the session. 

 

04/29/09 

6pm 

Cessna announces its third round of layoffs today bringing the total to nearly six-thousand job cuts in 

Wichita alone.  Notices started going out today.  13-hundred Wichita workers will lose their jobs and the 

company says an additional 700 salaried employees will be cut in June.  Since last November nearly 10 

thousand people have been laid off from Wichita aviation companies making it hard for city officials to 

estimate when things are going to get better.  Cessna also announced its suspending its new Citation 

Columbus program.  Both Wichita and Sedgwick County gave millions of dollars to support that program;    

Mayor Carl Brewer tells us that support will continue so Wichita won't lose it for good. 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

Lawmakers already disagree on how to balance the budget. For the first time today, new Kansas Governor 

Mark Parkinson told them how he'd like to get it done.  But his ideas are meeting resistance, with little time 

to come up with a solution. During a joint session of the house and senate, he asked everyone to find 

common ground. Parkinson discussed energy, education, and health care.  But his primary focus is the 

state's economy, and the 3-hundred-28 million dollar budget deficit. Governor Parkinson says, "It's time for 

us to do what our ancestors have done when faced with great adversity. We will roll up our sleeves, work 

hard, make the tough decisions and move forward.  Not as Republicans or Democrats, but as Kansans, to 

solve the problems we face." This is Parkinson's second full day on the job.  He took over for Kathleen 

Sebelius on Tuesday. She resigned to be secretary of health and human services. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

05/01/09 

10pm 

New now; the Kansas House said no to cutting the pay of state employees.  The Appropriations Committee 

suggested the cuts yesterday.  Members say it would have saved the state 40-million dollars.  However 

many lawmakers including new Governor Mark Parkinson said it wasn't necessary.  Kansas employs some 

42-thousand workers. 

 

05/02/09 

9am 

The city of Wichita is looking at where arts funding should go.  A citizen committee recently recommended 

how the 3 million dollars in the City Arts fund should be spent.  However, fewer dollars are available next 

year, in part, because the city reduced the budget by 5 percent.  35 organizations applied.  12 of those who 

received money this year will have their funding reduced; three others will be cut out completely.  A 

member of one of those organizations says potentially losing the money hurts them.  One organization 

getting more, Cowtown's funding will almost double.  The city council will eventually vote on the 

recommendations made by the citizens committee. 

 

05/04/09 

5pm 

The Obama administration hopes to bring in billions by closing tax loopholes and going after individuals 

and companies who shelter money overseas.  The president says the plan could mean more than 200-billion 

in new revenues over the next decade.  Under current law-companies that put foreign profits in overseas 

accounts pay taxes only if they bring the earnings back into the U.S.; that's kept their tax rate to about 2 

percent.  The White House also wants foreign banks to share as much information about their U.S. 

customers as American banks do.  Already Republicans in Congress ay tax reform during a recession is a 

bad idea that will lead directly to more job losses. 

 

05/05/09 

5pm 

The Hutchinson economy should get a boost soon through a brand new factory and hundreds of so called 

"green-collar" jobs.  Siemens energy announced this morning is plans to build wind tower nacelles in 

Hutchinson.  A nacelle is the part of a wind tower that actually generates electricity.  The company plans to 

break ground in this southeast Hutchinson field and create 400 new jobs.  The head of Siemens' wind power 

unit says the company chose Hutch because it wanted to locate in the Midwest and needed a location with 

lots of transportation and rail infrastructure.  The city is giving Siemens 100 acres to build the plant. 

 

05/07/09 

10pm 

Despite cuts to schools lawmakers still have a budget gap to close.  Senators passed a bill tonight that 

would raise 61-million dollars through taxes.  It would let the department of revenue waive penalties to get 

more Kansans to pay back taxes.  It would also give you less time just one year to see income and sales tax 

refunds.  It also cuts income tax credits for businesses.  The state house will vote on this plan tomorrow.\ 

 

05/08/09 

10pm 

Discount carrier Air-Tran marks seven years in Wichita.  Factfinder 12 discovered that since Air-Tran 

came to town air fares have dropped.  Wichita used to have the tenth highest ticket prices in the nation.  

Now it‟s not even in the top 25 and fliers couldn't be happier.  Air-ran has received 22 million dollars in 

subsidies to stay in Wichita.  The city says the money is worth it.  Officials say passengers have saved 

nearly twenty times that amount in fares alone.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

05/10/09 

10pm 

Stamp prices are on the rise; tomorrow the cost of a first-class stamp goes up two-cents.  Mailing a letter 

will cost you 44-cents.  The postal service says the increase is necessary to make up for rising costs.  But 

first class stamps aren't the only things going up in price.  Mailing packages will also cost more.  For a 

complete pricing list head to www.kwch.com  

 

05/11/09 

6am 

Stamp prices go up today; the cost of a first-class stamp increased by two-cents.  Mailing a letter will now 

cost you 44-cents.  The postal service says the increase is necessary to make up for rising costs.  But first 

class stamps aren't the only things going up in price.  Mailing packages will also cost more.  For a complete 

pricing list head to www.kwch.com  

 

05/12/09 

6pm 

The people of Hutchinson knew it was coming and today more than four hundred locals sat in to learn more 

about the new Siemens wind turbine plant.  The manufacturer is slated to create upwards of 40 new local 

jobs a month starting next year.  Today the public got its first look at the site design and learned why 

Siemens picked Hutchinson.  Siemen's Vice-President Kevin Hazel said the company will bring in its own 

contractors to build the site.  But local suppliers passed along their business cards looking to get some 

work. 

 

05/13/09 

5pm 

FactFinder 12 shows 787 homes were foreclosed on in Kansas last month.  That's a five point 6 percent 

increase from the same time last year.  One in almost 15-hundred homes received a foreclosure filing in 

April.  That's well below the national average of one in every 374.  Kansas is ranked 37th nationally.  

Nevada had the nation's highest foreclosure rate in April.  Florida was second and California was third. 

 

05/14/09 

6pm 

Earlier this week the Kansas Department of Corrections announced it was closing the north unit of the El 

Dorado Correctional facility.  Right now community members are holding a meeting to figure out how to 

deal with it.  The minimum security prison provides local inmate labor for the city as well as El Dorado 

State Park.  State budget cuts are forcing it to close by July first and that will affect the park.  Tonight's 

meeting will address the local impact of losing all the inmate labor.  We'll have reaction tonight on 

Eyewitness News at 10. 

 

05/15/09 

10pm 

It remains tough for Kansas farmers to get credit.  The Federal Reserve Bank in Kansas City said the 

availability of credit lines tightened in the first quarter of this year.  For months farmers have faced rising 

costs and falling commodity prices.  The Federal Reserve Bank also says the number of people failing to 

repay existing loans continues to rise. 

 

05/16/09 

10pm 

New at ten...an aerospace company cancels its expansion plans.  Decrane Aerospace says it won't move 

into the former Collins Industries building in Yoder.  The company said it may reconsider when the 

economy improves.  Decrane makes interiors for airplanes.  The company plans to return 25-thousand 

dollars in incentives it received to move to Yoder. 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
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ECONOMY Q-2 

 

05/18/09 

10pm 

Starting tomorrow morning laid off Wichita workers can ask for help.  United Way operators will start 

taking appointments for the help center that opens in June.  Several local organizations will be on hand to 

offer support for groceries, finance tips and mental health issues.  Call  211 through Friday to make your 

appointment.  The layoff- help center will stay open a few days each month. 

 

05/19/09 

10pm 

By the end of the week more Hawker-Beechcraft employees will find out whether they're out of a job.  

Hawker's Vice President sent a letter to employees today; saying about 150 people will get a layoff notice 

Friday.  Very few of them will be hourly employees.  The layoffs are part of the 23-hundred jobs Hawker 

plans to cut by the end of the year. 

 

05/20/09 

6pm 

The United Way's “laid off worker's center” in Wichita gets 50-thousand dollars from the Kansas Health 

Foundation.  The money will help provide emergency financial assistance to laid-off workers through the 

center.  The center is set to open in June and is taking appointments this week.  So far the united way has 

made 230 appointments for the June session.  They'll continue taking calls through Friday from  

8 am -5 pm.  The number to dial is 211. 

 

05/21/09 

6pm 

Just in time for Memorial Day gas prices continue to climb.  The average price for unleaded is now $ 2.29 a 

gallon in Wichita that‟s up about 25-cents in the past three weeks.  Experts say more stations are changing 

over to more expensive summer blends.  Even so gas is almost $ 2.00 cheaper than it was a year ago. 

 

05/22/09 

6pm 

Unemployment is up in Wichita though it is lower statewide.  Unemployment is up to 7.1 percent in the 

Wichita area in April, it was at 6.7 percent in March according to a Kansas Department of Labor report.     

More than 14-hundred workers in Wichita lost their jobs in April.   Statewide, unemployment is at 6.1 

percent, down from 6.4 percent in March. 

 

05/23/09 

6pm 

 Governor Mark Parkinson signs two bills to keep the state in the black.  One bill included 138-million 

dollars in spending cuts.  The other gives the Department of Revenue more power to waive penalties on 

back taxes.  The thinking is that will get more Kansans to pay up.  The new fiscal year starts July first. 

 

05/26/09 

10pm 

The odds are against new college a graduate looking for a job in this economy; but it turns out someone is 

hiring, the government, if you can make it through the process.  Over the next four years, the government 

has to fill 600-thousand federal jobs and competition is tough.  Monthly hits on this government recruiting 

website have spiked and the online application process is teaching applicants‟ one thing they've heard about 

the government; it‟s red tape.  A non-profit group that matches talent with government jobs said the 

government must fix the federal hiring system.  The office of Personnel Management said they plan to 

rework the website and the application process. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

05/27/09 

6pm 

There's a job fair in Wichita tonight; for some aviation jobs in Texas.  Cessna's sister company Bell 

Helicopter needs aircraft assembly workers, mechanics and electricians.  You'd have to be willing to move 

to Amarillo or Fort Worth.  An information session is set for tonight at seven at the Airport Hilton.  The 

company will hold recruiting sessions tomorrow and Friday. 

 

05/28/09 

6pm 

New at six temporary layoffs are coming to the Rubbermaid plant in Winfield.  They'll be broken into three 

sessions of six weeks each between June 6th and October 9th.  Workers will be able to get unemployment 

during the period.  Company officials blame a drop in demand for the outdoor products the plant produces.     

The company hasn't said how many workers the temporary layoffs will affect.  The factory employs 490 

people.  

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

The state's continuing financial problems mean some of you will have to wait for your tax refunds. The 

Department of Revenue stopped mailing refunds on Tuesday. A spokeswoman says the delay could last a 

month. This past winter lawmakers borrowed money from other state funds to pay out refunds and cover 

employee salaries. Kansas' budget director says the state will also delay 1-hundred-30 million dollars in 

payments to public schools. School districts may have to dip into their own funds to pay salaries and other 

expenses. The state will delay the payments until the new fiscal year starts in July and the new budget takes 

effect. 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

For these high school athletes, it‟s all about the race to the finish line. But for Wichita businesses, well 

they're just trying to keep up with the thousands of extra people in town for the big meet. One athlete says, 

“Well we had to eat lunch so we went and ate and Applebee‟s and then we took the nieces to the mall.” 

From the crowds having to use the sidewalks at Sonic, to the extra staff called in at Jason's Deli, the meet 

may mean extra work, but is also means extra dollars. One worker says, “It's normally a slower time right 

after Memorial Day and it helps out quite a bit.” But money generated by the track meet isn't only going 

into the cash registers at restaurants people are looking for a place to stay too. Actually we have been 

booked up for both nights last night was a little more difficult but it was very full. The Wichita Inn 

welcomed in entire teams and this year‟s event could even help them next year as well. The schools are 

already booking for next year it's just going to be another fun event. So whether these high school track 

stars came away winners, a lot of Wichita businesses are doing some celebrating of their own. I know we 

came and spent extra money that we normally wouldn't spend so. In Wichita, Megan Strader KWCH 12 

Eyewitness News. 

 

05/31/09 

10pm 

General Motors will soon travel down an unfamiliar road. Sources say GM will file for bankruptcy 

tomorrow. As Teri Okita reports from Detroit, GM‟s circle of executives, employees, investors, and related 

businesses are bracing for the days and weeks ahead. 

 

06/01/09 

10pm 

It came as no surprise; General Motors filed for chapter eleven Bankruptcy today. The carmaker's plan calls 

for up to 20-thousand more job cuts, the closing of plants and thousands of dealerships. After an infusion of 

50-billion dollars of taxpayer money, the federal government would be a 60-percent stakeholder in the new 

GM. 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

06/02/09 

5pm 

A developing story in the AviationWatch tonight…more cuts are on the way for Hawker Beechcraft.  A 

letter was sent to employees today saying the plane maker will re-locate several departments and close two 

buildings on their Wichita campus.  Company leaders will also be implementing more furloughs. 

The cuts are blamed on declining consumer demand for business airplanes. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

New at ten, the number of Kansans on unemployment goes up again.  The Bureau of Labor statistics said 

the jobless rate in Kansas grew to si6.1% percent in April. Wichita reported the largest unemployment 

spike of the state's largest cities.  Its unemployment rate is now 7.1%.  Lawrence, Manhattan and Topeka 

saw their numbers increase as well.  The national rate is 8.5%.   

 

06/04/09 

10pm 

Employees will find out by June 19th if they will keep their jobs; CEO Jack Pelton blames the recession 

and a continued drop in plane orders for the cuts.  The new layoffs will include engineers, workers on the 

production line and those involved in the company's day-to-day operations.  Cessna has not said how many 

people will be let go this time.  The company has laid off nearly 7-thousand people since the recession 

began, most of them in Wichita. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

Hundreds of Cessna employees learn they'll soon be out of a job. The company delivered 7-hundred layoff 

notices today.  Most of the 60-day notices went to salaried employees. Cessna announced these layoffs 

back in April when it suspended work on the Citation Columbus. Yesterday Cessna's CEO said more 

layoffs are coming. Those workers will find out by June 19th. The plane-maker has laid off nearly 7-

thousand employees since November mostly in Wichita. 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

Residents in the mid-west don't get to hear the phrase lights, camera, and action very often.  But movie 

magic is spreading fast across parts of Oklahoma.  Film crews have invaded the town of Cordell in the 

southwest part of the state. They're shooting a movie called "The Killer inside me" staring Kate Hudson 

and Jessica Alba. Residents watched their small town become a movie set. Crews repainted signs and store 

fronts to give Cordell a 19-50's feel. Many residents are getting to play extras in the film but you won't see 

the Mayor on the big screen. Alex Damon, Cordell mayor says, "I don't really have a nineteen fifties kind 

of look, so they've just decided to, let me, uh, keep my role as, as the Mayor here, and take it that way."   

Filming will continue in Enid, Oklahoma City and Tulsa. It could be a temporary boost the economy in 

southwest Oklahoma. 

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

The sale of Chrysler to Italian car-maker Fiat could be in jeopardy.  Three Indiana pension and construction 

funds want the Supreme Court to block the deal. They claim the deal puts the needs of stakeholders ahead 

of those for debt holders. Chrysler filed for bankruptcy protection in April. A bankruptcy court approved 

the Chrysler-Fiat deal on Friday. It will be final tomorrow unless the court steps in. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

06/08/09 

10pm 

She loves her private jet and admits it.  Now Oprah's comments lead to a proclamation of support from 

Sedgwick County.  Oprah made the comment during her commencement speech at Duke University last 

month.  Sedgwick County commissioners took notice; Wednesday they'll vote on this proclamation 

supporting the aviation industry in Wichita.  It talks about layoffs because of the lack of orders from private 

jets and says Oprah's comments are necessary at a time when businesses are criticized for having jets. 

 

06/09/09 

10pm 

Buy a new home in Newton and get paid to do it.  New tonight, the city council approved an incentive 

program giving four thousand dollars to people who buy new homes.  The city, the builder, the developer, 

and the realtor each will give one thousand dollars.  Home buyers must buy a new home not an existing 

home.  And they must do it soon this trial incentive lasts until the end of the year. 

 

06/11/09 

6am 

Thousands of people living in and around Wichita have ties to the military and now city leaders are 

working to keep them here.  Andover, Derby and Wichita Chambers of Commerce launched the Air Capital 

Military Medallion program.  Area businesses interested in signing up must agree to offer at least a 10 

percent military discount on more than half of all services offered.  Participating businesses will get a decal 

showing they can give active duty military, guard, reserve members, retirees and their families a savings. 

 

06/12/09 

10pm 

We open the aviation watch with more layoffs at Cessna. The plane maker will cut an additional 13-

hundred jobs. Cessna has now slashed half its workforce since the recession began.  The first 8-hundred 

layoff notices will go out in the next week. That will be followed by previously scheduled furloughs for 

most employees. When they return in July another 5-hundred notices will go out. A company spokesman 

will not say how many of the cuts will happen in Wichita. The spokesman says while recession may have 

hit bottom. The aircraft industry is among the last to recover. 

 

06/13/09 

10pm 

There are some very disappointed people in Colorado tonight. They had been notified they were getting a 

hundred dollars from the Colorado lottery, simply for filling out a survey. Problem was, the e-mail was 

supposed to go only to 20 people, but it was accidentally sent out to about 37-hundred. One of those was 

Tom Yanosko,"At one o'clock I was a winner. At six o'clock I wasn't a winner. Disappointment? Big time!"   

Lottery officials apologized, saying it was a computer glitch. 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

The official start of summer is still a week away, but many people already know their plans the next few 

months will keep them closer to home. That's good news for city parks departments.  Eyewitness news 

reporter Alana Rocha shows us why. Bernadette Glidewell is grateful her kids never get tired of going to 

the pool and she says for the money, you can't beat it. It went up to 95-dollars, but we come three days a 

week and I have four kids. That would add up really quick. Glidewell buys a family pass to the Valley 

Center city pool every summer and with just a quick glance around the deck, Glidewell knows she's not 

alone. In fact, memberships are up, “People aren't going as far out so it's a good thing to do. Stay at home.” 

Everyone gets to hang out and it's kind of the only place to hang out in Valley Center so it brings a pretty 

good crowd. It's not just Valley Center. We called around to several of the nearby cities here in the Wichita 

metro area. Pretty much all of the Rec centers have seen an increase in memberships for this summer.  

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

They've endorsed all the proposals, but Sumner County commissioners want to go on record saying they'd 

really prefer a casino at the wellington exit. It's the latest in the casino debate. Commissioners sent us this 

resolution today. It says the Wellington location will maximize revenue for Sumner County. The 

commission believes Sedgwick County would make money from the other proposed location near Mulvane 

at Sumner County's expense. To see the whole resolution go to our website KWCH dot com. You'll find it 

under today's headlines.  

 

06/16/09 

6pm 

 Meanwhile, Governor Mark Parkinson has asked for federal help for damage caused by storms between 

April 25th and May 16th. The federal money would be used to repair or rebuild infrastructure damaged by 

the storms in 28 counties in parts of south-central and southeast Kansas. 

 

06/17/09 

6pm 
Sedgwick County wants federal stimulus dollars to help buy hybrid vehicles. County commissioners voted 

today to apply for 485 thousand dollars in stimulus money for energy efficient projects. The county will use 

the money to buy ten new hybrid vehicles. The money will also be used on energy efficient retrofits to 

things like lighting and windows. The county's goal is to reduce fuel consumption and energy bills. 

 

06/18/09 

6pm 

Sedgwick County's chief judge says budget problems could force the county's courts to nearly shut down 

one week a month. Chief Judge James Fleetwood told county commissioners on Wednesday that he's 

preparing a plan to furlough all court employees except judges for one week each month from January to 

June of next year. Fleetwood said the judges, who can't be furloughed because their salaries are set in the 

state Constitution, would work as a skeleton crew to meet legal deadlines. District Attorney Nola Foulston 

says that the weeklong shutdowns would be "a nightmare" for the criminal justice system. 

 

06/19/09 

5am 

Wichita area seniors will also feel the effect of state budget cuts. The state cut two and a half million 

dollars from Sedgwick County's Division of Human Services. That means fewer services for people like 

Charlie brown. He depends on help from the county to stay in his home, but the county is cutting back. It'd 

really make it bad, but there's nothing I can do about it. At this point I'm really concerned about all of them. 

I've never been in a situation where all of them have been hit this hard at one time. The division of human 

services asked the county to supplement some of its state cuts. It also includes Comcare and developmental 

services. 

 

06/20/09 

6pm 

After 32 years of live musicals. Wichita's crown uptown theatre is in its last weekend. The theatre will 

close after Sunday's performance of high school musical. Six months ago, founder Ted Morris died. His 

wife and partner kept the theatre open since. But she says she wanted to close before having to declare 

bankruptcy. She will keep the theatre available for private parties and weddings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-2 

 

06/21/09 

10pm 

Despite the economy, a growing number of people are becoming their own boss. Start up costs are lower 

and many can get better talent and staff for less. Entrepreneurs tell eyewitness news reporter Alana Rocha 

the key to success. It's nice to have a little niche market and to be attractive to a lot of people for cheap 

entertainment. After years of working in bars and restaurants across the nation, Kurt Mcphail decided to 

open his own poker room and restaurant last November in Wichita. “Right now there's a lot of people 

getting laid off and we're hiring. When times are rough people are looking for cheap entertainment”     

Mcphail says the concept didn't take off initially. He did some advertising and says the number of regular 

customers continues to grow. “Now that the word's out it's get better and better every day.” McPhail says 

his main marketing strategy for filling these tables is word of mouth. We found that's not working for every 

business. “We still have people coming in saying I didn't know you were here. Even though they might 

have been driving by, going to work. Aaron and Kay Hallacy say people weren't coming into their gift and 

floral shop like Mcphail, they admit it started off slow. Then the economy went south and it really tapered 

off.   So after three and half years they're closing the shop to focus on their floral business, working out of 

their home. “Well gifts and floral, it's not a must-have or need. I think people start cutting back on that 

first.” Instead try their luck around the corner. In northeast Wichita, Alana Rocha, kwch 12, eyewitness 

news. The federal government began offering help to small businesses last week. They can now apply for 

35-thousand dollar bridge loans. For more on the program, head to k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

06/22/09 

5pm 

Cessna employees officially begin their four-week summer furlough today.  Employees will also have 

another three-week furlough later this year.  On Friday, 800 Cessna employees found out they are the latest 

to be laid off by the company.  Another 500 will be laid off later this summer. The latest layoffs bring the 

company's total to 82-hundred.. About half of what its workforce used to be. 

 

06/23/09 

6pm 

Another way the police department says it can save money is by limiting public access at police sub-

stations. The police chief says closing substations overnight would save 164 thousand dollars.  He says if it 

were to happen...they would likely put a phone at the sub-station for people to contact officers. Officers 

would still work out of the sub-stations 24-7. By closing to the public they'd eliminate four front desk 

workers. The chief says those employees would be moved to the records department. 

 

06/24/09 

10pm 

The city of Hutchinson has its own ideas to save money among them  it could start charging admission to 

the Hutchinson zoo. The zoo is free right now but the city council's talking about charging one dollar per 

person. It thinks it could make 50-thousand dollars a year that way. That's just an idea right now council 

members haven't approved it yet.  They're also taking about ending the city's contract with the fox theatre to 

host events at memorial hall. 

 

06/25/09 

5am 

After years of trying, Kansas' minimum wage is about to go up. Starting next Wednesday, the minimum 

wage increases from 2.65 an hour to 7.25 an hour. Supporters say the change is long overdue. Opponents 

fear it will increase employer costs at a time when businesses can least afford it. Right now, Kansas has the 

lowest minimum wage in the nation. 
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06/26/09 

5am 

While Washington DC is trying to decide who'll build future US Air Force tankers,  the future of the 

current tanker fleet is being dissected right here in Wichita. Wichita state university's National Institute for 

Aviation Research won a contract from the Air Force to take apart three tankers.  What is the goal? To see 

how tankers are doing. Eyewitness News reporter Cliff Judy explains. This here is the left-hand side of the 

center wing. At an east Wichita lab, a KC-135 tanker rests in peace. Or to be slightly more literal, pieces- 

 cutting large sections out of existing pieces of the aircraft, disassembling them, taking out all the fasteners, 

and removing all the sealant. The National Institute for Aviation Research recently won a contract from the 

Air Force to take apart three of their aging tankers. This one was built in 1963 and knowing where its 

weaknesses are will be key to NIAR's research the next six years. We're getting into areas that have not 

been looked at since the aircraft was manufactured. By having NIAR tear the three KC-135's apart, the Air 

Force isn't just trying to find out how its tanker fleet's doing right now, NIAR may find some small issues 

right now that could become big problems decades down the road. From sending an electric current through 

each piece to check for cracks. If it jumps up, then something's wrong. Like alright, I just hit a hole. To 

dipping pieces in a fluorescent dye and putting them under a black light. This area's a crack right here. 

Researchers say they're already seeing the wear and tear half a century of military service will do to an 

aircraft. This is what we're seeing-corrosion and cracks.  Nothing major, but this is what we're seeing. 

We're going to learn a lot about the KC-135 structure over the next six years-piece by torn-apart, glowing 

piece. Cliff Judy, KWCH 12, Eyewitness News. 

 

06/27/09 

9am 

A company decides to shut down its Hutchinson plant costing the city some jobs.  Mega-Fab will move 

operations to a plant in Illinois instead. That means the company will cut 13 production jobs. Mega-Fab 

builds machines for other industries to use to shape metal for different products.  The company blames the 

economy for the move. 

 

06/28/09 

10pm 

Wichita's city council will meet again this week to work out its budget problems.  A special budget hearing 

is scheduled for Tuesday morning. The city needs to trim about eight million dollars from next year's 

budget. Last week the city manager outlined his plans. The council is considering eliminating about 100 

positions, many of them who work to maintain city property. The city could also raise some fees and cut 

hours at police sub-stations. 

 

06/29/09 

5am 

Wichita's city council will meet again this week to work out its budget problems. A special budget hearing 

is scheduled for Tuesday morning. The city needs to trim about eight million dollars from next year's 

budget. Last week the city manager outlined his plans. The council is considering eliminating about 100 

positions, many of them who work to maintain city property. The city could also raise some fees and cut 

hours at police sub-stations. 

 

06/30/09 

6am 

This year's wheat harvest is underway in most of the state and those who haven't will start soon. The 

northeast corner of the state is the only area where the harvest has not started. Farmers are just getting 

started cutting their wheat in northwest Kansas. The vice chairman of the wheat commission says some 

white wheat is now averaging 64 bushels per barrel. 
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04/01/09 

10pm 

Too much snow leaves behind too much damage for one school; new at 10, students will now have to move 

to another building.  Pratt received more than two feet of snow over the weekend.  Now the secretary at 

Sacred Heart Elementary and Holy Child Preschool tells us the storm left behind almost three inches of 

water in the basement.  Now school officials worry about mold.  Classes were supposed to resume 

tomorrow but now students don't have to go back until Monday and they'll be moving to a new building; to 

the central office Board of Education building on North Ninnescah, parents can call the school with 

questions. 

 

04/03/09 

10pm 

A group of Wichita middle school students have their sights set high.  This was the action today as students 

from Stucky Middle School tried to qualify for the Team American Rocket Challenge.  They've been 

building the rockets at school over the winter and they have just days to qualify for the nationals.  The 

challenge is for the rocket with an egg packed inside to reach a certain altitude then come down with the 

egg unbroken.  Some were successful today while others are enjoying omelets this evening. 

 

04/06/09 

6pm 

In light of the recent death of KU \student Jason Wren the university is reviewing its privacy and parental 

notification policy.  Vice Provost of Student Success Marlesa Roney said it is the standard policy to review 

the policy after events like this.  Right now the university does not notify parents of alcohol or drug use 

unless a parent asks for the records and the student has signed a waiver allowing access.  A 1998 law 

allows, but does not require, universities to disclose information on alcohol and drug use to parents. 

 

04/07/09 

10pm 

New teachers will admit the job is overwhelming.  Now the profession may take another hit.  Across the 

country teachers are retiring; the Department of Education said in Kansas almost 50 percent of teachers are 

age 50 or older.  And that's the case in more than 35 states.  The problem, who will mentor the new 

generation of teachers?  One veteran teacher said transferring experience is crucial.  That may be key to 

keeping new teachers.  Numbers show one out of every three new teachers quits within five years because 

of frustration and low pay. 

 

04/08/09 

6pm 

A new program would let graduating seniors at Wichita's Northeast High School be certified as EMT's.  

Starting next year students at the Magnet high school can take classes teaching them about fire-fighting.    

The fire science curriculum is a four-year program.  If students pass all the classes they could graduate as 

Certified Medical Technicians and enter the pool of recruits for the Wichita Fire Department.  Classes 

would be taught by instructors from the Wichita Fire Department and Hutchinson Community College's 

fire science department.  Incoming freshman will be the first to enter the program in the fall. 

 

04/10/09 

10pm 

Five Wichita high schools will soon have new turf on their fields; new tonight, the Wichita school board 

picks the company to install the turf.  It's the first project the bond issue will pay for; money you approved 

last fall.  But tonight's decision came with controversy.  School board members picked a Texas company 

for the job.  That controversy erupted from both sides of the auditorium tonight.  Board members voiced 

concern that the district's athletic director was choosing to work with a company outside of Kansas.  If you 

remember, one of the district's key points during the bond election was that passing the bond would mean 

new jobs for Wichita and that left one local bidder who attended tonight's meeting outraged. 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-2 

 

04/14/09 

5pm 

New at five, new school lunch prices in Wichita.  The Wichita school district says it's increasing meal 

prices next year.  It says it's costing more to produce the meals, so it's going to have to charge more.  The 

price increases range from five to 15 cents.  To find out exactly how much more you'll pay go to our 

website at www.kwch.com look under Top Stories. 

 

04/15/09 

10pm 

It's not what you'd expect to find kids doing at a library; but it‟s actually turning kids onto reading.  The 

Ark City library has started a new program that lets kids play WII games for a few hours a day.  He catch is 

that in order to play, kids have to check out at least four items a month.  Since starting last month, more 

than 40 kids have signed up for the program.  The library has already purchased several games for their 

WII and plan to continue to expand their collection as more kids sign up. 

 

04/16/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of the state's budget problems; tomorrow economists will tell state lawmakers what 

kind of revenues to expect.  State Senator Jean Schodorf says schools could be affected.  Schools have not 

had to cut as much as other agencies, but Schodorf says lawmakers are running out options.  That means 

many schools may have reduce staff, but right now they don't know.  Lawmakers will vote on an amended 

budget April 29th.  Schools have to notify teachers by May 1st whether they will have a job next year. 

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

Kansas legislators made the announcement they feared. Duane Goosen says, “328 million dollars of 

solutions of some kind need to be applied in order to bring the budget that has been passed up to an ending 

balance of zero at the end of fiscal year 2010.”  After already approving a trimmed down 2010 budget, new 

revenue projections will force a much bigger swing of the axe.  That means education, which makes up half 

the state's 13 billion dollar budget, is a prime target.  Carolyn fair says, “I'm worried about that.  Whether 

its athletics, or academics, Fair says her kid's education is priceless and 80 percent of the money spent on 

education pays salaries.  Fair says, “These teachers don't get paid enough with all they have to put up with 

and then you end up with good teachers that are out there for the kids and so you lose those them what have 

you got.”  Senate education chair Jean Schodorf says education has already taken a 24 million dollar hit.  

She says some additional cuts may be unavoidable, but is hoping her colleagues don't try to erase the entire 

budget deficit through school cuts.  Schodorf says, “If we do that the cuts will be drastic.  There will be 

jobs cut, programs cut, class sizes increased, some of the rural school districts may not make it.” 

 

04/18/09 

8am 

The state's budget deficit keeps growing; Kansas now faces a deficit of 328 million dollars for the next 

fiscal year.  That comes after new numbers show an expected 744 million dollar drop in tax revenues 

through June of 20-10.  That will force legislators to revise the 13-billion dollar budget approved for the 

next fiscal year.  That budget included across the board cuts, but used federal stimulus money to keep 

schools largely untouched. Since schools eat up half the entire state-budget, many say they will likely face 

bigger cuts.  The governor has offered some alternatives, although the state education chair says there may 

not be any way around cutting education spending.  House and Senate committee will meet next week to 

come up with some plans.  The legislature won't vote on a revised budget until at least April 29th. 
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EDUCATION Q-2  

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

The flower exchange, pinning on the boutonnière and the nervous smiles.  The camera weilding parents, 

this is the traditional high school prom.  Only James Dwork and his date Ashlea Talley have an 

unconventional story. James got much more specific when he posted this ad for a prom date on Craig's list.  

He described himself, “All A's right now, except for pre-calc that's a tough class.” And the way he pictured 

his perfect date, because he, “didn‟t want someone to look like my mom ha ha that wouldn't be funny to 

do.”  He weeded out the responses and found Ashlea, “I didn't know if he was serious or not, but I was 

pretty excited.”  So they met and matched outfits. James says, “We went with the standard uniform. Black, 

white and a white dress. That looks good.” James says his friends already had dates by the time he asked, 

so Craigslist seemed like the next step.   If nothing else, they've both made a new friend and picture perfect 

prom night memories. 

 

04/21/09 

6pm 

Kansas schools are watching the budget debate closely.  Education makes up half of the state budget and 

some Kansas schools are already preparing for addition cuts in state spending by cutting to a four-day 

week.  The Cunningham school board decided to adopt a four-day week for the district's high school and 

grade school next year.  District officials say that will save them about 45-thousand dollars on busing, 

utility and labor costs.  At least 11 other school districts in the state have adopted four-day school weeks. 

 

04/22/09 

6pm 

New at six...a national study says the dropout rate for Wichita schools has gone up; but district officials say 

those numbers aren't accurate.  The study from America's Promise Alliance says that only about 55 percent 

of students graduated from high school.  But numbers from the Kansas Department of Education show 

Wichita's graduation rate was almost 75 percent in 2007 and more than 79 percent in 2008.  Officials with 

the Wichita school district say America's Promise Alliance did not include students who switched schools.   

The study from America's Promise Alliance found that Kansas City, Missour, made large gains boosting its 

graduation rates by 20 percent. 

 

04/23/09 

10pm 

As schools across Kansas wonder what's next….new at 10pm…another Legislature bill cuts money from 

education.  This evening, a Senate committee passed a bill that cuts 75-million dollars from public schools, 

that's about 2-and-a-half percent.  The goal is to balance the state budget.  Yesterday, a House committee 

passed its own bill which cut more than 3 percent from schools.  That's why school districts like Newton 

prepare for the worst case scenario.  Newton already made changes to save money but school 

administrators say they may not fill 14 teacher jobs so they won't have to take even more drastic steps.  The 

House and Senate will have to come to a compromise on a final vote next week. 

 

04/24/09 

10pm 

A Kingman High School class gets an eyeful of inappropriate material.  The psychology class was using an 

internet website to take a test.  But an outside hacker had changed the material and replaced it with 

pornography.  As soon as it appeared, the teacher shut down the computer.  The school district has a 

computer filtering system but the website got past it.  Administrators have manually blocked the site so it 

can't come up again.  The district sent home a letter explaining the situation to parents and apologized for 

what happened. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-2  

 

04/27/09 

10pm 

Wichita schools will have to wait for new turf; school board members unanimously voted to resubmit for 

bids after controversy over their last pick.  Earlier this month board members voted for a Texas company to 

do the work at five high schools.  One local bidder protested and the district's administrative review team 

recommended that the school board seek competitive bids on the turf. 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

It‟s education for young ladies. Michelle Obama is already the first lady, and as if that's not historic 

enough, she now gets her own comic book.  Take a look, a Vancouver company released its latest in its 

"female force" series of comics. This issue features the story of the first lady's life with little tidbits like did 

you know Mrs. Obama once worked with Barney the dinosaur? The idea behind the comic book series is to 

showcase powerful women. A lot of women buying for their daughters, female empowerment, they can 

become president of United States or anything they want to be. All 50-thousand copies of the first lady 

comic book issue already sold out but there will be more printings. The same publisher also did comics on 

Hillary Clinton and Sarah Palin and is working on issues about Princess Diana and Oprah. 

 

05/03/09 

10pm 

A note for parents in Colwich; Saint Mark's Charter School will be closed tomorrow.  A water pipe broke 

in the school and flooded the building.  School officials will decide tomorrow whether they will have 

school on Tuesday or not. 

 

05/05/09 

5pm 

KU is going to start telling on its underage students.  The school is changing its alcohol policy after two 

recent drinking deaths on campus.  It will now tell parents about alcohol and drug violations by students 

under the age of 21.  19-year-old Jason wren was kicked out of his dorm for repeated alcohol violations.   

He was found dead in a fraternity after a night of heavy drinking.  Drinking is also believed to be a factor in 

what killed Dalton Hawkins.  The 18 year old fell off the roof a three story building on campus.  An 

autopsy shows he was drinking before the fall. 

 

05/06/09 

5pm 

A student in Cowley County tests positive for whooping cough; the student attends central elementary in 

burden.  The superintendent says the student is doing well and has been out of school since last week.  She 

says the school has taken the proper precautions and students who had contact with the child have been 

tested and vaccinated.  Whooping cough is a respiratory infection characterized by severe coughing spells. 

 

05/11/09 

5am 

Students at Southwestern College in Winfield graduated yesterday.  Hundreds walked across the stage to 

receive their diploma, but many say they don't plan on joining the workforce, at least not right away.  Some 

students tell us because of the county's poor economic state they plan to look for summer work and put off 

their job search until things improve.  Graduate Charles Wells says he plans on staying in school.  

According to the National Association of Colleges and employers, this year's grads will face fewer jobs 

with lower starting salaries.  Still, the ones we spoke with today say they're ready for the challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-2  

 

05/14/09 

6pm 

A group of Wichita middle school students have their sights set high.  This was the action today as students 

from Stucky Middle School tried to qualify for the team American rocket challenge.  They've been building 

the rockets at school over the winter and they have just days to qualify for the nationals. 

The challenge is for the rocket with an egg packed inside to reach a certain altitude then come down with 

the egg unbroken.  Some were successful today...others are enjoying omelets this evening. 

 

05/15/09 

10pm 

Tomorrow is your chance to discuss next year's budget for Wichita‟s public schools.  The Board of 

Education will host a meeting Monday night.  The event runs from seven to nine at Washington Elementary 

on North Pennsylvania.  Parents and concerned citizens are invited to learn about the budget priorities and 

give board members feedback.  Budget cuts at the state level could leave the district about 21-million 

dollars short. 

 

05/18/09 

10pm 

A good sized crowd showed up to offer their thoughts as the school board starts to decide how to cut 21 

million dollars from its budget of more than 600 million.  There are only a couple months to decide on all 

this since the Legislature just cut school funding less than two weeks ago.  Most of the people who spoke at 

this meeting tonight were school district employees.  Aside from a few suggestions to start school later to 

save on air conditioning costs or shorten the school day.....most comments were about what they don‟t want 

cut. 

 

05/19/09 

6am 

What would you be willing to cut from your child's school?  Wichita school board members asked just that 

last night and heard from dozens.  The school board must cut about 21 million dollars out of next year's 

budget and must do it fast.  Most of the people who spoke at this meeting at were school district employees.      

Aside from a few suggestions to start school later to save on air conditioning costs or shorten the school 

day most comments were about what they don‟t want cut.  Most of the parent comments were critical of 

cuts in early childhood education that the administration has already decided on.  Monday night's meeting 

is just the first step in the cutting process.  The school board will hold more public meetings before it 

approves a new budget in August. 

 

05/20/09 

5pm 

The cost to send your kid to a Kansas college will go up this fall.  The Board of Regents says students will 

have to make up the 17 million dollars the Legislature took from the state's seven universities.  It said it will 

decide in June how much the increases should be. 

 

05/22/09 

10pm 

No local companies will be in on the bidding to install artificial turf at 5 Wichita schools.  The new turf is 

part of the bond issue approved in November.  The Wichita school board originally picked a Texas 

company to do the work-but a local business protested and the board agreed to a second round of bids.    

All five of the companies pre-approved to bid are from out of state- and include the original winner.  The 

district says the turf but should be ready for the start of the season. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-2  

 

05/26/09 

6pm 

A Kansas university will accept credits from a private company but list them on student transcripts as their 

own.  Fort Hays State University has developed an arrangement with on-line course provider 

StraighterLine, which offers introductory courses like Economics and English.  The credits would show up 

on transcripts under Fort Hays.  Some worry the arrangement could hurt the school's reputation.  But 

University officials say it will be a good recruiting tool.  

 

05/27/09 

10pm 

New at 10pm…Hutchinson teachers will now vote on a contract offer with the district.  A tentative 

agreement calls for pay increases for teachers...depending on their credentials and how long they've been 

with the district.  The district will also pay more towards health insurance.  Teachers will vote online; if 

they approve the contract, the Hutchinson school board will then have to vote on it too.    

 

05/28/09 

10pm 

She's finished in the top ten for the past three years and tonight, a Kansas girl is the country's champion 

speller.  13 year old Kavya Shivashanker of Olathe claimed the National Spelling Bee title.  The word, 

layoddihseean means lukewarm or indifferent in religion or politics.  Kavya takes home more than  

40-thousand dollars in cash and prizes; Kavya hopes to be a Neurosurgeon someday. 

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

The choice of KU's new chancellor makes history in more ways than one. The Board of Regents named 

Bernadette Gray-Little to oversee the school of 30-thousand students. Gray-Little becomes the first woman 

and the first African-American to hold the post. She is currently executive vice-chancellor and provost at 

the University of North Carolina. Gray-Little replaces Robert Hemenway who plans to return to teaching at 

K-U. 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

School's out in Newton but for teachers this summer will likely be tense. 130 million dollars scheduled to 

arrive Monday-wont. Money used to pay special Ed staff and teacher salaries. Teacher, “people obviously 

expect to pay their bills on time and they expect to be paid on time. After Friday's news, special education 

director Sherri Rawlins, worries how the district will do that. So does her boss. “I think this caught 

everyone off guard as I understand it.” That's because Dr. John Morton, Newton's superintendent, just 

finished district budget cuts. “We've reduced our budget next year by 1.2 million already and then you put 

those additional kinds of things on top of it, it becomes very problematic for us.” 110-thousand was taken 

from special education. Rawlins worries more bad news will deter good teachers from entering the field. 

Teacher says, “We're also experiencing and have experienced a shortage of professionals in special 

education so you want to avoid stressing the professionals that you employ making their job a reasonable 

job. Our payroll does not go out until June 25th, so we may be fine by then. We pay on the 25th of the 

month so we just paid at the end of school.” If money doesn't come in by then, the district will use reserve 

funds to write pay checks. But with less than a half million dollars in the fund, they won't have much for 

long. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-2 

 

06/01/09 

10pm 

Wichita school leaders try to figure out how to cut nine million dollars without putting children's education 

in jeopardy. Eyewitness news reporter Kara Sewell was at tonight's meeting for a look at the options. 

Fewer teachers, supplies and less training. Wichita board members consider how to cut over 9 million 

dollars from next year's school budget. In a special meeting tonight board members reviewed ways to 

reduce the budget.  Items on the list include consolidating the district's daycare facilities, eliminate a 15-

hundred dollar teacher bonus for those who teach in low income schools, and reduce the amount of teachers 

hired in middle school and elementary. Many of these items sparked debate amongst board members and 

teachers. Board president Lynn Rogers says he understands they can't please everyone because there is 

something on the list for everyone to dislike. Board members met in executive session to review in the 

options in private. A final decision on what to cut will be made in July. 

 

06/02/09 

7am 

Fewer teachers, supplies and less training, Wichita board members consider how to cut over 9 million 

dollars from next year's school budget.  In a special meeting last night board members reviewed ways to 

reduce the budget.  Items on the list include consolidating the district's daycare facilities, eliminate a  

15-hundred dollar teacher bonuses for those who teach in low income schools and reduce the amount of 

teachers hired in middle school and elementary; many of these items sparked debate amongst board 

members and teachers.  Board President Lynn Rogers says he understands they can't please everyone 

because there is something on the list for everyone to dislike.  Board members met in executive session to 

review in the options in private.  A final decision on what to cut will be made in July. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

A school nurse admits she stole medication she should have been giving students. Tami Bradley was 

arrested in November. She worked at a Salina Elementary school. Today, Bradley pleaded guilty to one 

count of felony drug charges. Parents we spoke to say they're satisfied with the plea agreement. Bradley 

could get jail time and a fine of 100 thousand dollars. She'll be sentenced late next month. 

 

06/04/09 

5pm 

More than one million dollars; that's how much the Wichita school board says it could save by cutting out 

one in-service teacher work day.  So it wants to do that and more to save money.  The Wichita school 

district's teacher's union says taking away any extra work days means cutting out teacher salaries.  And 

while it understands the state and local budgets are tight the union says money should be cut somewhere 

else, not from the people in the classroom.  The teacher's union representative says this would amount to a 

2 percent reduction in salaries for teachers; if the average teacher makes about 45 thousand dollars a year 

that comes out to about 900 fewer dollars in their wallet at the end of the year.  And the union says that 

impacts teachers which will directly impact kids in the classrooms.  I spoke with the u-s-d 259 school board 

president this afternoon.  He says teacher salaries increased 20 percent in the last five years.  The school 

district says it needs to cut 21 million dollars from its budget.  At Monday's meeting, the school board 

considered several other options like shortening the school year, and hiring fewer teachers. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of a story we first told you about Tuesday night. Newton high school can keep its 

gymnastics program if the team pays for itself. The school district says it needs to cut three-percent - more 

than one-million dollars - from its budget. It says that means some programs will have to go, possibly 

gymnastics.  The team has until July first to raise the money. If you're interested in helping, go to our 

website. K-W-C-H DOT-COM. 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION-Q2 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

The goal is to improve high school athletic facilities. This morning someone drove off in a new car... 

Thanks to our back on track program and Davis-Moore. Sharlene Slaughter from Belle Plaine picked the 

number four key. She says she was confident because it's the same number last year's winner picked.  

"Any special plans for this car? You gonna go hot rod around town? I'm gonna cruise downtown Belle 

Plaine." This is the second year for Back on Track. Last year's event helped Caldwell High school buy new 

lights for the football field. This year, with the help of Back on Track, the Wichita Heights softball team 

raised more than 25-hundred dollars in three weeks for new uniforms, and new equipment. To learn more 

about back-on-track and how you can still help log on to Catch it Kansas dot com. 

 

06/08/09 

10pm 

Wichita school board members make their first cuts to next year's budget; after talking about it for months.  

Board members terminated their lease with the Urban League of Kansas for the district's learning center to 

save on rent.  The learning center will then move to Dunbar.  The daycare there will close except that for  

4-year-olds, who will move elsewhere.  These cuts will save the district more than 200-thousand dollars. 

Board members said they make every decision while thinking about how it would affect teachers and 

students.  Board members will continue making cuts at next week's meeting. 

 

06/12/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of budget problems facing Wichita schools: to make money. The district plans to sell 

ad space in and around some high school campuses. Stadiums, gymnasium walls and programming on the 

district's TV channel will be available.  Half the money raised goes to the district, the other half to the 

group selling the spots. The money will be divided equally among 5 participating high schools, “The 

dollars that we raise will be raised for those students, it will not necessarily raised just for athletics but will 

be used at the discretion of the buildings that the money will be given to." A pilot program at northwest 

high brought it 34-thousand dollars last year.  K-W-C-H 12 is among the businesses to receive a request to 

buy ads. For more information about this project, log on to K-W-C-H DOT-COM. 

 

06/13/09 

10pm 

New now, Kansas Wesleyan University in Salina has a new interim president. The board of trustees named 

Craig Willis. He replaces Philip Kerstetter who resigned in April. Willis is a college administrator at a 

small school in Pennsylvania. He'll serve while a committee looks for a permanent successor. It's not 

known if Willis will seek the post. 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

It's a race against the clock. The Newton gymnastics team has just two weeks left to raise 11-thousand 

dollars. If it doesn't, the school district will likely end the program due to budget cuts. Sunday, most 

students were working hard inside Newton high school's gym. The rest, a few hundred yards away at the 

concession stand. Gymnast Jamie Hansen and her team mates are under pressure to sell candy and so are 

their parents, “We have no people out there that are just going to drop money in our lap, so we have to earn 

our money.” They need 11-thousand dollars, to pay for coaching and transportation fees or Newton high's 

gymnastics program gets cut. This weekend's Mid-America youth basketball tournament gave the team that 

opportunity. The girls and a parent took shifts selling concessions. They get to keep most every nickel and 

dime. People were concerned about the gymnastics being cut and they asked a bunch of questions and most 

of them could be answered by these posters hanging in the halls, asking patrons to donate-many did. The 

team doesn't expect to make a lot of money this weekend. Still, they say they're grateful for every dollar, 

“Just like the gymnastics girls we're not going to say we can't, we're going to say we'll try and every dollar 

counts.” In Newton Kara Sewell KWCH 12 eyewitness news. 
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06/16/09 

12Noon 

The Wichita school board members approve a Texas company - for a second time - to put new turf at five 

high schools.  Last month the district picked Hellas construction for the work ...but a local bidder protested. 

This time the district had a pre-approval process for bidders and turf, Hellas was the low bidder and came 

in 2 percent lower than the original project budget of 3 point 7 million dollars. 

 

06/18/09 

6pm 

The National Teachers Hall of Fame in Emporia is seeking financial help after three sponsors pulled their 

Support. The hall's board of directors will meet Friday to discuss possible fundraising to keep the hall of 

fame in business, said Michael Lane, chairman of the board. The hall recently lost three big sponsors - the 

New York Times, Pearson Education and Sodexo. Lane said each group had contributed about $20,000 a 

year to the hall. The hall also is trying to sell its former home. Lane said the renters who shared the building 

and made it possible to operate there have left. 

 

06/20/09 

9am 

An audit reveals questionable transactions during the administration of retiring Kansas State University 

president Jon Wefald. The Kansas Board of Regents released the audit, which was down to assist the new 

administration at the school. Among other things, the audit raised questions about how employees in the 

athletics department were paid. That included questions about former vice president and athletic director 

bob Krause. A secret deal between Krause and former coach Ron Prince came to light in May. 

 

06/21/09 

530pm 

As if there isn't enough excitement on graduation day, a high school senior in Connecticut gets an extra-

special surprise after receiving her diploma, her brother's return from Afghanistan. Eyewitness news 

reporter Bob Wilson has more. It was a picture perfect graduation ceremony, proud parents capturing the 

moment and speeches encouraging the young adults to go out and be great. But amongst it all, a surprise 

reunion for Jennifer Policki, her brother, a marine back from a tour in Afghanistan made it just in time. 

They haven't seen each other in eight months. Her brother, Andy, was injured three weeks ago in 

Afghanistan by a roadside bomb. "It's like slow motion and there is dirt falling everywhere. That is the only 

way I can explain it. My door halfway blew off and I pushed it open and looked around - I was like, 'what 

just happened to me?'" Jennifer got her diploma and waiting for her at the end of the line, unannounced, 

was her brother. "You look so good." "I'm so happy he's here, I'm so happy I'm graduating, it feels great." 

the Policki's parents were happy that their daughter and son were able to be together on this special day. 

"It's a once in a lifetime chance for her to have him here," Marita Policki said. "The timing is unbelievable 

and it worked out. Her other brother is coming home tomorrow morning. We are one big happy family. 

Life is good." The Policki's father was overjoyed. "It was awesome. It really was nice to see. She hasn't 

seen Andy for almost eight months. 

 

06/22/09 

Noon 

The Kansas Board of Regents will decide this week how much to raise tuition for the next school year and 

board spokesman Kip Peterson said it's a question of  how much the increase will be at the six state 

universities, not whether there will be an increase. Last month, the regents said an additional 17 million 

dollars, or 3 percent, in budget cuts by the legislature had to be made up with higher tuition. 
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06/23/09 

10pm 

In our continuing coverage on the future of school resource officers, it's now the city's turn to discuss plans 

to move them out of some Wichita schools. Police chief Norman Williams proposes cutting the school 

resource officer staff in half leaving officers only for the high schools. It could save close to a half-million 

dollars. Students say they're concerned about not having an officer at school, “They don't just break up 

fights. They help in the hallways getting people to class and they stop things before they can get started 

up.” Last night the Wichita school board added the S-R-O's to its list of potential cuts. It proposed keeping 

a few officers for middle schools to share. Combined, the city and school board needs to trim their budgets 

by at least 20 million dollars. 

 

06/24/09 

10pm 
New, at ten, some Kansas students may have to pay to ride the bus to school. Andover‟s school board 

approved the charges as part of the district's way to deal with budget problems. The charges apply to 

children who live less than two and half miles from school and choose to ride the bus. The cost will be one 

hundred dollars per student per year. For families, the max will be 150 dollars for all students living at the 

same address. The state already pays the district to bus students who live farther from school. 

 

06/25/09 

5am 

Butler County's getting federal stimulus money for special education in their schools, but it will cost the 

district their money from the state. The special ed program got 1.5 million dollars in federal money, but 

those funds were cancelled out when the state cut its contribution by about that much. Now the special ed 

director has to figure out where to cut, and it may be staff. Anytime you take staff out of a position you hurt 

the kids. It‟s pretty hard. You have to do your best and hope for the best. Hope the economy turns around. 

The program is also bracing for additional cuts. The Kansas governor may announce taking away more of 

their contribution next month. 

 

 

06/26/09 

6am 

Kansas college students will pay more next year. The board of regents approved tuition hikes at all state 

schools. At Wichita State, tuition will go up 176 dollars a semester. The university plans to offset some of 

that with stimulus dollars. It will give all Kansas students an automatic scholarship. The exact amounts are 

still being determined, but it could be around 60 dollars a semester. Students say it will help, but now's not 

the time to raise tuition. In this economy I don't think it's the right choice. Right now I've got enough 

money to get through; if it's any longer it will be very tough. To see how much tuition is going up at all 

state universities go to our website www.kwch.com. 

 

06/27/09 

9am 

  With tuition going up across the state starting next month, some students looking at higher education are 

also looking for lower costs. Rachel Shannon will be an 18-year-old Junior at Wichita State this fall.  She 

saved more than 76-hundred dollars by taking community college courses during high school. She got two 

years of college out of the way at the same time.  “It's going to be weird that I'll be done two years ahead of 

time, but the way I look at it - it's two years that I saved that I'll be able to put into my career.” Wichita 

State's admissions director says he expects to see more high school students arriving on campus.. With 

more college credit, in part because students want to put more on their college applications, and partly 

because parents realize four year schools are becoming more expensive. 
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EDUCATION Q-2 

 

06/28/09 

5:30pm 

He's been in office less than a year and already President Barack Obama's name will be on a new school. 

An elementary school in Washington DC will be named after him. After a unanimous vote by the Price 

George County board of education, the Barack Obama elementary school, is scheduled to open later this 

year.  Debbie Washington says "I think school is a place of education and it's great. I think the kids when 

they go there, they will have that same sense of pride that he's trying to re-instill in this country." Critics 

say it‟s too early in the presidency to name a school after Obama. But the school is not the first to take the 

name of the President.  A Long Island school was renamed just after the November election. 

 

06/29/09 

6pm 

Two astronauts will visit the Kansas Cosmosphere next month. Major General Joe Engle, a Kansas native, 

will speak on Friday. He is a spacecraft commander on space shuttle missions. Later in the month, a 

member of the first moon-landing mission will be in Hutchinson.  Brigadier General Charlie Duke Junior 

didn't land the first time, but did on a later mission. The 40th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing is 

July 20th. 

 

06/30/09 

5am 

  A road closed and a detour - a Wichita agency says that's a dangerous combination.     

Here's why -- road crews have shut down Washington at Waterman St. They send drivers on a detour on 

Lewis and then north to Ida. That's where KETCH, a training agency for people with disabilities, is located. 

People at KETCH say drivers using the detour are speeding and aren't careful enough to watch out for the 

agency's clients. Many of them need assistance to cross the road. Police have even started ticketing 

speeders who don't stop at the crosswalk, but people at KETCH say it's not helping. “You've got impatient 

people who become even more impatient because of all this construction and detours so, by the time they 

take their detour they're ready to step on it and go.”  KETCH was told the detour would last at least another 

40 to 60 days. The speed limit in the 200 block of south Ida has been lowered to 20 miles per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

04/02/09 

6pm 

Another springtime snowstorm let some students in Lincoln County off the hook from school work today.  

This was the scene in Lincoln County this morning.  A band of snow made it rough for some to get where 

they were going this morning.  But for children in Lincoln the snow meant a day off from school and a day 

of fun.  One town in Lincoln County reported as much as nine inches of snow. 

 

04/06/09 

10pm 

Tonight's record cold could put Kansas wheat crops in danger; experts predict some damage and are 

worried this could be a repeat of 2007 when much the state's crop was destroyed.  Experts say it could take 

a week before they know how badly the wheat crop is damaged.  

 

04/07/09 

6pm 

Parts of Kansas felt record cold this morning and now the waiting begins for Kansas wheat farmers.  Ag 

officials say it's going to be at least a week before any damage shows up.  A couple of years ago about 75 

percent of the wheat crop were damaged by a spring freeze.  The good news is this year's crop isn't as far 

along as the crop was then.  Also this year it did not stay below freezing as long; the 2007 freeze lasted two 

to three days rather than just a few hours. 

 

04/08/09 

10pm 

You probably noticed the haze outside today and smelled the smoke.  Many of you called our newsroom 

wondering what's going on.  911 dispatchers told us they've also received a lot of calls.  You can blame it 

on controlled burns.  Today alone the county handed out more than 100 burn permits and dispatchers say 

crews checked out any reports of smoke that weren't tied to a controlled burn.  The national Weather 

Service even sent out a warning tonight, concerned about visibility because of the smoke especially coming 

from this area, the Flint Hills.  Farmers and ranchers are catching up on the annual tradition of burning their 

fields.  The smoke is hanging thick in the air because there's a little wind.   

 

04/09/09 

6pm 

Just across the line in Butler County emergency dispatchers got a lot of calls about a power outage and this 

may be the problem.  Our photojournalist on the scene saw about five power poles leaning towards 

businesses near 13th and Andover Road.  Emergency crews were out looking at the damage and traffic was 

down to one lane on Andover Road.  Westar Energy reports more than 15-hundred people without power 

between Andover and Wichita. 

 

04/10/09 

10pm 

Firefighters mop up hot spots in Oklahoma a day after wildfires destroyed hundreds of homes.  Just east of 

Oklahoma City investigators say teenagers intentionally a fire that ravaged an entire community.  Fires in 

Oklahoma hurt dozens of people.  Three people died across the state line in Texas.  People returning home 

today found little left.  Strong winds and dry grass fueled the fires which burned well into the morning.  

The fire danger will remain high across the southern U.S. through the weekend. 

 

04/12/09 

10pm 

The rain helps firefighters in Texas and Oklahoma.  Authorities say the storms are drenching fires that have 

burned for days.  The fires destroyed hundreds of homes and killed three people in Texas.  Things are 

improving so much that many of the firefighters who've been battling flames for days are now going home. 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

04/13/09 

10pm 

No more burn permits until further notice.  Tonight Wichita city officials worry because of high ozone 

levels.  And if they get worse you could end up paying.  This was the haze you saw last week during 

controlled burns; ozone levels exceeded Federal standards then and came close again over the weekend.  

Wichita's allowed four days of ozone levels above Federal standards, if it goes over the state could mandate 

gas stations sell a cleaner and more expensive blend of gas.  Now the city's trying to keep the ozone levels 

under control by no longer issuing burn permits and revoking outstanding permits. 

 

04/16/09 

6pm 

Six Kansas towns are in a friendly competition to save energy, money and maybe win a green prize.  

Salina, Wellington, Quinter, Kinsley, Merriam, and Mount Hope-haven are taking part in the “Take 

Charge” Challenge.  Leaders in each community are encouraging residents to reduce their energy use over 

the next year.  The town that uses the smallest percent of energy will win a wind turbine for a school, solar 

panels for a city building or money for an energy efficiency project.  The "Take Charge” challenge starts 

Saturday, April 25th.  For tips on saving energy log on to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

For the first time, the E-P-A blames man-made pollution for global warming, calling carbon dioxide and 

five other green house gases a "danger to public health and welfare".  The Supreme Court ordered the EPA 

to decide if emissions linked to climate change should be limited under the Clean Air Act.  The findings 

could lead to new regulations-limiting emissions from tailpipes, smokestacks and power plants. 

 

04/18/09 

10pm 

Let's rewind about two months, dry conditions had this Haysville wheat field looking more like a dried out 

dirt field.  Since then, things have greened up for Jeff Giefer, but his crops really aren't in better shape.  

At first glance a field like this can be a little deceiving; looks pretty green with the exception of a few 

brown leaves burned by last month‟s sleet but the real damage is inside the plants.  March's winter-like 

weather hit at a point when Giefer's wheat crop was mature enough to be damaged, turning the plant's 

heads to mush. But it‟s taken until now to realize how extensive the damage is.  Early guesses are that 

about 95 percent of this field will die in the coming weeks. And farmers south of the Haysville area will 

likely see even worse damage.   Too dry, too cold, both too much for this field to handle again. 

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

You know where to find the air temperature, but where do you go to get the ground temperature? 

Eyewitness news anchor Roger Cornish answers back.  We try to provide a lot of information...in news, 

weather and sports, but I guess you can never provide enough.  Caller from Tampa, Kansas asked, what is 

the ground temperature? Can you add ground temperature to your weather info?  I checked with Merril and 

while that's not something we provide, he does tell me that the eagle's weather page, which we produce, has 

the 4-inch depth soil pressure every day. So knock yourself out.  Even when you do provide information, it 

isn't always up long enough...listen to this.  Another way we provide information is our new, improved 

text-me-12.you can get breaking news, weather alerts for your county, school closings, sports scores and 

more.  It's free of course, and you can sign up at kwch-dot-com. 

Have a great week. 
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ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

04/21/09 

6pm 

Recent heavy rains have given the Kansas winter wheat crop a boost.  The Kansas Agriculture statistics 

services rated 40 percent of the crop as fair, 40 percent as good and four percent excellent.  The report also 

says that 58 percent of the crop had no damage after freezing temperatures earlier this month.  Only three 

percent had severe damage.  Experts say the worst of the damage appears to be around Sumner, Harper and 

Barber Counties. 

      

04/22/09 

6pm 

On this Earth Day Greensburg announces a new "green" project; a wind farm.  The 10 turbine wind farm 

could power the entire town.  Greensburg was leveled by a tornado almost two years ago.  The town has 

been re-building in an environmentally-friendly way. 

 

04/26/09 

10pm 

Storm team 12 storm chasers have been all over the state today.  Lance Ferguson captured this tornado near 

Lake Afton around six this evening.  It was on the ground for only a short time; the Sedgwick County 

Sheriff's Office said two people were hurt when their camper flipped over; it was parked along the lake 

when the storm hit. 

 

04/27/09 

10pm 

People living near the Cowskin spent the day watching the water rise.  This is what Sean Kleven woke up 

to this morning at his home near Central and Maize.  But he was in a much better position than his neighbor 

whose house became surrounded by water.  The creek crested around one this afternoon at three feet above 

flood stage.  Flooding has become a way of life for people living near the Cowskin.  Residents along the 

Cowskin Creek always compare flooding to the 1998 Halloween flood; this time the creek didn't rise as 

high. 

 

04/28/09 

6pm 

A national study has found that Kansas has the potential to become a major exporter of renewable energy.    

Lt. Gov. Mark Parkinson and members of the American Council on Renewable Energy released results of 

the study.  The study said Kansas could see some 23-billion dollars in economic impact and 12-thousand 

jobs from now through 2030.  But Parkinson said if the price of wind generation doesn't come down 

companies will need incentives to buy it. 

 

04/29/09 

10pm 

Finney County authorities are driving around tonight looking for damage where there were several brief 

tornado touch downs.  Heather Mastin took this picture looking south from Garden City; you can see funnel 

clouds forming.  Finney County Emergency Management said the tornado and winds downed some power 

lines in the area and some people may be without power.  That also caused a stretch of Highway 83 from 

south of Garden City to Sublette to close.  The storm also caused some damage at a dairy near Garden City 

and to a barn and a grain bin at a farmstead near the dairy.  Besides the tornado the storm also caused some 

big hail.  Check this out from Stacy Bownes in Holcomb.  Stay with us for more updates to severe weather 

and go to www.kwch.com to sign up for custom information through Text Me 12, it's free. 
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ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

Some people are just now seeing the flood damage to their homes especially those at Ponderosa Estate 

outside Belle Plaine. The Ninnescah River overflowed earlier this week. This is the third flood the Kier-zek 

family's dealt with in 10 years, they say, its three floods too many, “What we have here is after just being 

renovated from the September flood of 2008.  It's too much!  My husband spent six months working on this 

house - replacing walls, replacing everything we own, replacing the plumbing and the walls and everything 

that got contaminated and damaged.” Their mortgage requires the family to have insurance but they also 

want FEMA to help. Fnd out if you quality by going to kwch-dot-com. 

 

05/01/09 

5pm 

New at five...Sedgwick County is asking the state for sandbags.  The county wants them available just in 

case we need them in the next few days.  Flood watches have been issued.  County officials requested 100-

thousand sandbags from emergency management.  Butler and Harper Counties have already made requests. 

 

05/02/09 

10pm 

The rain may be winding down but Butler County is just starting to assess the damage left over from this 

week's flooding.  Volunteers went door to door today to survey the damage and find out if the homeowners 

have flood insurance.  The information is added to a damage report that will then be sent to the state.  If the 

losses are big enough Butler County may be eligible for aid from the Federal Government.  Volunteers 

visited nearly one-hundred homes.  More than half have some type of water damage.  Because flooding 

continues in the far eastern part of Kansas the state will likely wait until the water goes down everywhere 

before asking for government help. 

 

05/04/09 

10pm 

Former Governor Sebelius fought against it for years; tonight the new Kansas Governor approves a coal 

plant for western Kansas.  Sunflower Electric wants to build the coal plant in Holcomb.  And the governor's 

office said Mark Parkinson reached out to Sunflower Electric the day he was sworn in, less than a week 

ago.  The two sides compromised; the company wanted to build two plants but will now only put up one.  

The agreement also means Sunflower Electric will build a wind farm.  The deal will only go through if 

state lawmakers pass a new energy plan that gives incentives for renewable energy sources. 

 

 

05/05/09 

5pm 

Attracting more renewable energy will be part of legislation allowing a new coal-fired power plant in 

southwest Kansas.  And state Legislators say they want to move quickly on the project.  As we first told 

you last night, Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson approved a deal that would allow Sunflower Electric to 

build one plant near Holcomb.  As a trade-off Parkinson would get policies for promoting conservation and 

renewable energy.  Legislators are currently reviewing the governor's proposals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

05/06/09 

10pm 

Imagine poison coming out of your faucets.  It's been happening for more than a decade in one Kansas 

town.  But nobody's gotten sick so far.  Eyewitness News Reporter Jim Grawe traveled to Great Bend to 

talk to those who wonder if their drinking water will ever be drinkable again.  Staying hydrated is a must 

for the hard working employees at Hugo Repair Services.  But the water has to come out of a bottle because 

drinking from a faucet here is an H2 no no.  “The water was good and now it‟s not so what are we going to 

do about it?”  Hugo Younker has been asking that question for years.  Ever since the Kansas Department of 

Health discovered this former metal plating factory in the Great Bend's industrial park was poisoning the 

ground water.  State Health officials first ground water contamination here back in 1991 and took steps to 

deal with the situation.  Then when this plant closed in 2005 they found more problems.  Officials 

discovered several tanks of a plating solution, called chromium, were left abandoned and leaking.  “I was 

disgusted for somebody to that.”  Fortunately the number of people impacted is small-just a few businesses 

and one home.  “The majority of the public are drinking water the city provides and they have eight water 

supply wells they draw from only one of them has a small amount of chromium in it.  The risk to the public 

drinking municipal water is minimal.” but for there's no telling when danger will disappear.  Officials say 

it's too expensive for the state to do on its own.  They want the federal government to dig up contaminated 

soil from the site and pump out polluted groundwater.  “I think that needs to be done.”  The project is high 

in cost but not high on the EPA's priority list it could take more than a decade; meanwhile those affected 

must steer clear of the tap. 

 

05/07/09 

6pm 

Kansas could have a slightly smaller than usual winter wheat crop this season; that's the prediction from the 

Kansas wheat quality council.  About 45 farmers and other AG-industry officials spent the past week 

checking fields across the state.  The group pegged this year's harvest at just over 330 million bushels the 

average is 350 million. 

 

05/08/09 

5pm 

Residents in Wilson County are picking up the pieces today after a deadly storm moves through the area.  

Winds in the area reached 120 MPH destroying the New Albany United Methodist Church.  The town lost 

its post office and at least one home.  Major damage was also reported to a high school in Cherokee.  Storm 

victim say they feared the very sound of the storm.  One woman died in the storm after her mobile home 

was blown off its foundation.  Wilson County Emergency Management has identified her as 54-year-old 

Carol Jacobsen of New Albany. 

 

05/09/09 

8am 

Another day of clean-up for folks in parts of Kansas hit hard by damaging winds early yesterday morning.  

This was the scene in parts of Butler County including Towanda and El Dorado.  Tree limbs snapped and 

power lines on the ground.  An uprooted tree smashed Kyle Loss's truck and two of his cars.  Luckily his 

house was fine.  Despite the mess in the streets structural damage to homes was not widespread.  Power 

crews and the city think it will take a few days to clean everything up.  Students got a head start on the 

weekend.  Some schools cancelled class in El Dorado.  Many buildings had no power.  Jefferson 

Elementary lost part of its gym roof.  Almost 5 thousand Butler County residents still don't have power 

tonight.  Westar Energy says it could be days before power is completely restored to the area.  Crews have 

to fix more than 250 downed poles in the area.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

05/13/09 

10pm 

Our crew was caught in the middle of this hail storm in northeast Cowley County.  Hail larger than quarter-

sized and brief torrential rain southeast of Cambridge.  A tornado also touched down in this area but after 

we called around, there were no reports of damage.     

 

05/16/09 

8am 

Festival organizers say the weather affected their attendance this week.  The chilly Sunday and rainy 

Tuesday both drew smaller crowds than expected.  But today shouldn't be a washout; catch the flea market 

from 9 to 6 at Douglas and Main, a car show from 11 to 5 at Douglas and McLean.  It all wraps up at 8:30 

with the Wichita Symphony's annual Twilight Pops concert followed by the spectacular fireworks finale at 

9:45.  Find the complete schedule of events on our website, at www.kwch.com  

 

05/19/09 

6pm 

We're drying out now but all the rain this spring has farmers concerned.   It's a national concern too; the 

President of the National Farmers Union is touring Kansas fields.  He'll be looking at wheat like this near 

Dodge City.  President Roger Johnson said fields like this normally dry area are doing very well but here in 

South Central Kansas some say we got too much rain.  Johnson is also worried about corn fields in Kansas.  

He said muddy fields put corn planting behind schedule which ultimately will reduce the yield at harvest 

time. 

 

05/21/09 

6pm 

Governor Mark Parkinson asks Federal officials for assistance to help cover costs from the winter storm in 

late March.  The storm brought as much as 30 inches of snow to some areas.  Early numbers put the costs at 

more than 18 million dollars across 62 counties.  The counties with the most damage were Butler, Cowley 

and Greenwood.  The Federal assistance would cover costs for things like infrastructure repair and debris 

removal. 

 

05/22/09 

6am 

Governor Mark Parkinson asks Federal officials for assistance to help cover costs from the winter storm in 

late March.  The storm brought as much as 30 inches of snow to some areas.  Early numbers put the costs at 

more than 18 million dollars across 62 counties.  The counties with the most damage were Butler, Cowley 

and Greenwood.  The Federal assistance would cover costs for things like infrastructure repair and debris 

removal. 

 

05/26/09 

6pm 

Problems from the weather have cut down on work for custom harvesters from Kansas.  Drought and a late-

season freeze have caused damage to the wheat crops in Oklahoma and Texas.  Hutchinson based U.S. 

Custom harvesters say the crop damage has meant less work for harvesters who travel around the region 

cutting wheat.  Officials estimate Texas producers will harvest only a third of their fields and Oklahoma's 

crop will be cut in half. 
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ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

Fire crews let a fire at mobile home burn itself out. The fire broke out about 6-30 this morning in the 26-

hundred block of south West Street. No one was inside the home at the time. Brothers Eduardo and Ismael 

Ramirez live next door. They were sleeping when their father spotted the fire and woke them up, "I went 

outside and I saw the flames and I was like whoa what's that then I got kinda scared right there." 

Dispatchers say investigators were called out to the same home last night. They haven't said if the two calls 

are connected. 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

Health officials say they know what killed fish at Veterans Park in Great Bend. The K-D-H-E says the fish 

died after being caught and released back into the lake.  Experts tested the acidity of the water, its 

temperature and oxygen levels.  But, they didn't find anything wrong. At least a dozen fish died in the lake 

during the Memorial Day weekend. 

 

06/02/09 

10pm 

Not only did some people watch as the storms went through, they took pictures.  Ed O'Neal sent us this 

photo of a wall cloud from Garden City; this is looking southeast earlier this evening.  And Dedria 

Ashworth sent us this one from Arlington around six tonight.  You can see the damage from heavy 

rains...flood waters burying the corn in her garden.  And this one shows the hail, lots of it, covering her 

deck and yard. 

 

06/03/09 

5am 

Governor Mark Parkinson wants more time to file for Federal assistance... for counties that were flooded in 

late April and early May.  He said he needs more time to determine which counties to help.  In all 45 

counties experienced some sort of flood damage.  Parkinson will file the official request by July 8th. 

 

06/04/09 

6pm 

The Wichita Social Security Office moves to a new building and not only is it bigger it's also more 

environmentally friendly.  The office is the first government building in Wichita to be certified as silver by 

the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED program.  Much of the building was made out of recycled 

materials and it has features like motion sensing lights.  Officials say it will also offers increased privacy, 

security and a new electronic filing system.  The new office is the largest social security office in Kansas. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

Rescuers pull a 14-year-old boy from a fast-moving river in Lawrence. Someone called 9-1-1 this afternoon 

to report the boy hanging onto a log in the Kansas River. Authorities aren't sure how he got into the river. 

Paramedics performed C-P-R on the boy before taking him to a local hospital. A helicopter later flew him 

to Kansas City. There are signs on the banks of the river warning people of hidden dangers in the water. 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

After a month on the road Vortex two hits the jackpot. Scientists witnessed the entire life-cycle of a 

tornado. But this storm isn't in Kansas or Oklahoma or anywhere in the plains for that matter. This tornado 

touched down Friday in Wyoming. Researchers with the vortex two project will used information gathered 

from the storm and use it to learn more about how, when and why tornadoes form. 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

Severe storms also spawned tornadoes in Colorado.  At least five tornadoes touched down in the Denver 

area this afternoon, although none in the city. There are no reports of any serious injuries. Homes and 

businesses had their windows shattered. One of the storms damaged a mall in the suburb of Aurora. A car 

in a parking lot ended up on its roof. Parts of the Denver area also report baseball size hail. 

Closer to home, storm chaser Lance Ferguson shot this video as a storm raced through Wichita around 

seven o-clock tonight. As it moved through the city winds knocked down trees near 19th and market.  

Penny sized hail was reported near Friends University. The fire department responded to several reports of 

lightning fires but none turned out to be serious. Westar reports few outages. 

 

06/08/09 

6pm 

State officials investigate fish deaths in a Great Bend lake.  The state reopens the investigation of increased 

fish deaths at Veterans Memorial Lake after complaints to the Department of Health and Environment.  

Fish in the lake were found gasping for air and appeared sickly.  New information shows algae could be to 

blame.  Decomposition of algae pulls oxygen from the water and causes more than 90 percent of fish 

deaths. 

 

06/09/09 

10pm 

People watching the storms snapped pictures tonight.  Joann Ross caught this Supercell on camera from 

Haviland looking to the west towards Greensburg.  The storm did create a tornado; it briefly touched down 

near Greensburg but we have no reports of damage.  Further west hail was the problem.  Darren Glenn sent 

us this picture from Dodge City; this hail stone looks to be about THE SIZE of a ping pong ball.  The 

weather service says the worst was baseball sized hail. 

 

06/10/09 

10pm 

Besides a report of a tornado we know hail also pounded Liberal and here's the proof.  Kody Thexton sent 

us this picture this evening, looks like marbled-sized hail.  We called around in Seward County and Meade 

County and we have no reports of damage.  We do know of some damage from straight-line winds 

southeast of Ulysses; the roof was blown of some structures like a barn. 

 

06/11/09 

10pm 

It was a year ago tonight; at 10:22 to be exact that Chapman residents took cover as a tornado ripped 

through town.  in just a few minutes resident will mark the occasion with a candlelight prayer.  The town 

plans to celebrate the anniversary...because of how far it's come in a year.  Many are rebuilding and most 

residents say they're happy with the progress.  The town also plans a celebration with food and music for 

this weekend. 

 

06/12/09 

5pm 

Today some Gray County residents are cleaning up the mess Mother Nature left behind. The interim 

emergency management director tells us Cimarron got the worst of it. Trees fell on top two homes there-- 

but the damage wasn't severe enough to evacuate anyone. The weather also uprooted trees at the park and 

cut power to people in Cimarron, Ingalls and some rural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

06/13/09 

9pm 

A microburst packing winds of up to 120 miles per hour did this to the Collins Bus Corporation last week.     

After being closed for several days, the manufacturing plant in South Hutchinson will restart production on 

Monday.  Most of the damage was limited to office areas and not the production facilities. However, it 

could take months before the plant is restored to its original condition. No employees working at the plant 

were injured. Insurance adjusters are still determining the cost of the damage. 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

Funnel clouds send people running for cover in downtown Denver. Thousands of people attending a 

Colorado Rockies game had to be moved inside. No tornadoes actually touched down. Although parts of 

city got hit with hail, the Rockies game eventually resumed. The home team winning 7-to-1. 

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

The storms that hit us hit Colorado first. A tornado hit Elbert County and did a lot of damage. This farm 

was hit. It flattened a large section of a barn. The storm also stripped roofs off several homes. Some 

Colorado residents joked about being in Kansas after the storms blew through. “It was pretty interesting 

and I'm still around and not in Kansas.  I've never been this close; I've seen big storms in Kansas, not close 

like this one before.” Thunderstorms, packing heavy rain, hail, lightning and tornadoes have roared across 

parts of Colorado for the last nine days. 

 

06/16/09 

12Noon 

Haysville also had some damage. It happened between Broadway & Seneca on 87th street near the 

Highland Heights area. Trees are split down the middle some landing on cars and fences. Shirley Werth 

heard the storm and went to see what was going on, "When we did look out and see it, I kept expecting to 

see a car, you know, topple over, too.  It was just bizarre, that's all I can really say about it.  It was just 

strange." An outage note, Cox cable is still down in that area. 

 

06/17/09 

6pm 

While most try to avoid spending time in the heat, some can't really do that. Construction workers are 

outside all day. Health officials say it sounds like common sense, but you need to take breaks and drink 

water to avoid heat-related illness. You can lose a liter to a liter and a half of water per hour in the heat. 

Before heat exhaustion sets in, you may get cramps in your arms and legs. EMT's say go inside, cool off 

and re-hydrate. For more heat safety tips - go to k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

06/18/09 

6pm 

A north Kansas firefighter has died, apparently succumbing to the heat while battling a house fire. Kansas 

State Firefighter Association Secretary Steve Hirsch said Osborne County firefighter Lyle Lewis died 

Tuesday after responding to a fire at a farm home four miles southwest of Alton. Hirsch said the 50-year-

old Lewis reported he needed to cool off after his second entry into the home. He was then transported to 

Osborne County Hospital. He was declared dead on arrival. Temperatures during the day reached more 

than 90 degrees. Firefighters from Stockton and Woodston also helped with the fire. Lewis' funeral is 

scheduled for 2 p.m. Saturday at Osborne High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-2 

 

06/19/09 

6am 
Damage from a late spring freeze, may not have been as bad as feared for the Kansas wheat crop. The Belle 

Plaine Co-op has taken in about 75-thousand bushels of wheat so far. The test weights average about 57 

pounds per bushel, compared to the top-rated 60-pounds per bushel weight. The kernels are smaller than 

normal, but still not as bad as many had feared. The wheat is going to get better as harvest progresses, and 

the co-op manager says better wheat is still to come. 

 

06/20/09 

10pm 

Investigators look into whether bad weather played a role in a train derailment. This is what it looked like 

in Rockford, Illinois early this morning.  Ethanol from more than a dozen train cars burned for several 

hours.  A vehicle near the crash site burst into flames when the train derailed killing one person and 

injuring three others. An eyewitness says the train may have hydro-planed in standing war before the crash. 

 

06/21/09 

10pm 

A Caldwell man drowns while swimming with his wife. It happened late this afternoon at Wellington Lake 

around four-15. The man and his wife dove off a boat to go swimming. The man disappeared. Lake 

employees started searching while they waited for rescuers to arrive. Rescuers eventually found his body 

around eight this evening. Authorities have not released the man's name. They will only say he was 45-

years-old and from Caldwell. 

 

06/22/09 

5pm 

The heat is on much of Kansas is in a heat advisory today. Many head out to this Salina spray park to beat 

the heat. With temperatures reaching the triple digits, places like these are going to be popular this week. 

Kids of all ages are enjoying keeping cool, and most of the people we talked to seem to have the right idea 

of how to do it, “drinking water and going to the water park, and we threw water balloons, and we used the 

water guns.” Heat advisories are issued when the heat indices are between 105 and 110 degrees. Those 

outside need to remember to take frequent breaks, drink lots of water, and wear sunscreen. 

 

06/23/09 

10pm 

No air-conditioning and all the windows shut. Police say it was probably 115 degrees inside this Kansas 

City house and heat may be what killed an elderly brother and sister. Authorities say it was so hot inside the 

house a pet bird was also found dead inside its cage. Police want to remind everyone to check on elderly 

family members and neighbors. We checked around with Wichita hospitals to find out if they've seen 

people with heat problems. Via Christi St. Francis says it's seen 7 patients since yesterday. 

 

06/24/09 

Noon 

County fire officials hope to make a big bang of a statement with its latest project. Expect signs like this 

one near 37th and Oliver to pop up around the county.  They're meant to remind residents fireworks are not 

allowed in unincorporated areas of Sedgwick County like Bel Aire, Oaklawn, Lake Afton and k-42 estates.   

A fire captain tells us these have been problem areas in the past and his department does not have the staff 

to investigate all the calls they receive. 
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06/25/09 

6am 

The heat may be getting on your nerves , but this is the weather Kansas farmers have been waiting for. The 

wheat harvest is finally in full swing. Farmers in north central Kansas say they're seeing wheat yields above 

average. 50 or 60 bushels, compared to 35 or 40. Farmers say they must hurry, because any change in the 

weather will drastically impact their harvest. Well, first we were fighting the humidity, and the wet 

weather.  Today we had an excellent dry morning and good weather, and then we had a break down. One 

drawback to high yields is lower protein in the wheat. Flour mills prefer grain with higher amounts of 

protein. 

 

06/26/09 

5am 

It's been hot all week, so here are some pictures to cool you down. Remember back in march when this 

powerful blizzard swept across the state? Now the president has issued a major disaster declaration to help 

cover costs associated with the storm. The declaration makes federal funding available for emergency work 

and facilities repair. 

 

06/27/09 

9am 

Governor Mark Parkinson asks for an agricultural disaster declaration for three counties. The request cites 

heavy rains, floods and a freeze in Sumner, Cowley and Cherokee Counties this spring. The designation 

would let farmers apply for emergency federal loans to help recover from crop damage. 

 

06/28/09 

None 

 

06/29/09 

5am 

If you head to the playground during these hot summer days, remind your children the swings and slides 

can get very hot. Paramedics used a heat gun on this rubber swing to show how hot it was after sitting in 

the sun all day. It was 136 degrees. And children's skin is more sensitive to heat than adults.  They could 

easily be burned. 

 

06/30/09 

Noon 

   A new study says Kansas is the 12th most likely state for a tornado in July. Vor-tek based the assessment 

on each state's history of tornado's in the month of July.  Maryland topped the list. Vor-tek only ranked the 

top 20.  The study says since 1950 Kansas averages more that 6-hundred and 50 acres of land affected by 

twisters.  Nebraska ranked 2nd in the study and averages more than 14-hundred acres , all damaged by a 

tornado.   The same study ranked cities most likely to be hit by a tornado in July. No Kansas City made the 

top 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-2 

 

04/01/09 

5am 

A Winfield woman is missing and police are asking for your help.  They say 46-year-old Lenora Diane 

Chambers was reported missing Tuesday after not showing up for a family appointment.  She doesn't use 

her first name, Lenora; instead she uses her middle name of Diane.  Here's a description of her, she's   

5-feet-5-inches, and weighs 185 pounds, and has blonde hair and brown eyes.  She wears both contacts and 

glasses.  Police say Diane left all personal belongings at home along with her ID.  Police said her boyfriend 

was the last to see her at her home on Monday around 11:30 p.m.  Anyone with information about her 

whereabouts, you're asked to call the Winfield Police Department at 620-221-5555 or the Cowley County 

CrimeStoppers at 620-221-7777. 

 

04/02/09 

10pm 

New now; Winfield Police will hold a press conference tomorrow morning regarding a missing woman.  

Authorities will announce that the search for Lenora Diane Chambers is over.  We just spoke with Winfield 

dispatchers who did not say whether Chambers has been found.  The 46-year-old failed to show up for a 

family appointment Tuesday.  Her boyfriend was the last person to see her at home late Monday night.  

Investigators say they found all her personal belongings at home along with her ID. 

 

04/03/09 

6pm 

For the first time in three years a Sedgwick County dog tests positive for rabies.  It happened last month 

after the dog got into a fight with a skunk in Kechi.  The dog hadn't received a rabies vaccination and had to 

be put down.  A local veterinarian says right now is the time when wild animals get active and pet owners 

should make sure their vaccinations are up to date.  Rabies is a fatal disease...but he says it can easily be 

prevented with a 15 dollar shot every three years.  Wichita recently passed an animal ordinance that 

requires rabies vaccines every three years instead of annually. 

 

04/05/09 

10pm 

 A truck crashes through the front of a store in Hutchinson sending two people to the hospital.  It happened 

around 4:15pm this afternoon at the Dollar General Store on North Lorraine.  Police said the truck shattered 

the front window and stopped about 35-feet inside the store.  Two shoppers were hurt, one seriously; a 

helicopter flew that person to Saint Francis Hospital in Wichita.  That person is in serious condition tonight.    

A second person went to a hutch hospital with less severe injuries.  Police are investigating the cause of the 

crash.  As for Dollar General Workers began replacing the window within hours of the accident. 

 

04/06/09 

6pm 

Federal stimulus money will finance more road construction projects and that has workers concerned about 

safety.  K.D.O.T. employees and project partners gathered today to mark the beginning of "National Work 

Zone Safety Week."  During the past decade, work zone crashes in Kansas have injured more than  

61-hundred people including Gary Burroughs, who was hit by a semi three years ago.  He wants people to 

remember the perils road crews face.  K.D.O.T. officials ask that drivers be patient, stay off their cell 

phones and remember that fines double in work zones. 

 

04/07/09 

5pm 

Students who usually go to Hamilton Middle School will finish out the year in another building.  School 

officials decided in December to send seventh and eighth graders to Longfellow while crews repaired 

damages they found during the winter break.  There was a chance those students would return by the end of 

the school year.  But a spokesperson for U.S.D. 259 said the damage is extensive enough kids will have to 

wait until next year to return. 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-2 

 

04/10/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County Emergency Management says human error set off tornado sirens in Wichita yesterday 

afternoon.  Director Randy Duncan says a supervisor at the 911 call center pressed the activation button by 

mistake.  Duncan said the supervisor confused a thunderstorm warning for a tornado warning.  Another 

supervisor realized what happened and turned the sirens off.  Still Duncan says people shouldn't rely on the 

sirens as their only warning. 

 

04/11/09 

10pm 

A cigarette starts a fire in northeast Wichita.  The fire started around early this afternoon in the 24-hundred 

block of North Grove.  Firefighters say the cigarette was left in a couch cushion; luckily no one was home 

when the fire started.  The fire caused 15-thousand dollars worth of damage. 

 

04/12/09 

10pm 

A missing garden City girl is found.  Police say 15-year-old Ileana Saucedo is safe.  Police asked for help 

in finding the teen on Friday because they were worried she'd hurt herself or others.  Police are not saying 

where Saucedo was found or who she was with. 

 

04/13/09 

10pm 

No more burn permits until further notice.  Tonight Wichita city officials worry because of high ozone 

levels.  And if they get worse you could end up paying.  This was the haze you saw last week during 

controlled burns; ozone levels exceeded Federal standards then and came close again over the weekend.  

Wichita's allowed four days of ozone levels above Federal standards, if it goes over the state could mandate 

gas stations sell a cleaner and more expensive blend of gas.  Now the city is trying to keep the ozone levels 

under control by no longer issuing burn permits and revoking outstanding permits. 

 

04/14/09 

6pm 

A recount in Emporia upholds a public smoking ban that voters approved last week by just a handful of 

votes.  Election officials in Lyon County had to check more than 47-hundred ballots cast.  Ultimately the 

ban passed by just eight votes.  An Emporia attorney requested the recount saying the margin of victory 

was too narrow.  The ban prohibits smoking in all public place and businesses, including bars and 

restaurants and within 10 feet of a business entrance; the ban is already in effect. 

 

04/16/09 

10pm 
Medical advancements allow more premature babies to survive.  That's making a Wichita charity even 

more valuable.  Premature babies may need to stay in the hospital for months.  Right now, one of Wichita's 

two Ronald McDonald Houses is filled only with families of preemies.  And organizers say it‟s like that 

about 95 percent of the time.  The charity does run into situations where it has to put people on waiting lists 

but tries not making anyone wait too long. 

 

04/17/09 

7am 

Federal officials continue to investigate a Wichita Dog Treat plant at 23
rd

 Street North and Broadway.  The 

Environmental Protection Agency served a search warrant at the Treat-Co company yesterday.  This isn't 

the first time the company has been in trouble with the EPA.  Compliance records show Treat-Co violated 

the Clean Air Act and mismanaged hazardous waste in 2-thousand-6 and 2-thousand-8.  The EPA won't say  

What it's investigating this time.  But, we do know the unit looking into treat-co specializes in hazardous 

illegal dumping.  The plant has not been shut down by the EPA.  
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04/18/09 

8am 

Marcus Gibson says he got tired of backing over things in his big Dodge pickup, so he bought this little 

wireless back up camera system. The camera attaches near the license plate and has a two-point-four 

gigahertz wireless transmitter that attaches to the backup light and sends video to the monitor on the 

dashboard, which plugs into the cigarette lighter. But, as he began driving around town, he noticed he was 

picking up other people's wireless cameras on his monitor.  Marcus Gibson: "Very weird, lots of things I 

can see, I don't want to see."  We could see ourselves pull up to this business. He's seen inside banks, 

convenience stores, cash registers and even where valuables are hidden.  Marcus: "The weirdest thing I saw 

was a video store near Arkansas. When the image came up, there was a wall full of guns."  But, that's not 

the scariest... he can also see right inside people's homes.  Lori, reporter: "You can see people things in 

their houses?" Marcus: "Yes, and I'm sure they don't know I can see them."  We drove past this man's house 

and we could see him sitting on his couch, smoking a cigarette, even moving around the room and the man 

had no idea. But, what really unnerved Marcus and made him decide to call me was when he saw a baby 

sleeping in a crib. We warned the woman about this story who didn't want her baby on t-v, but, agreed to 

put a doll in her child's crib and we could see it as clear as day.  Marcus: "When I drove by Saturday night 

and saw the image of the baby and you think about that mother who thinks she's protecting her child, but, 

it's no different than having a video screen outside, showing everybody driving by, what's going on inside 

the baby bed."  Marcus says it's ironic the people who think they have cameras for security, actually end up 

being the least secure of all.   

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

Wichita police also checked nearly 100 liquor stores looking for underage drinking violations.  Thirteen 

establishments were found violating liquor laws, 103 containers of alcohol were seized during the checks, 

and one minor was cited for possession of alcohol. 

 

04/20/09 

6pm 

The Sedgwick county Health Department helps families deal with new vaccination requirements.  Children 

born between September first 1997 and August 31st, 1998 can get a free T-DAP vaccination.  11-year-olds 

are now required to have a Pertussis booster that can be given through a T-DAP shot.  The free offer goes 

through May 15th.  You can find more details at www.kwch.com/health  

 

04/22/09 

6pm 

The organization Kids & Cars tracks deaths and injuries to children left unattended in and around cars.  The 

group says there have been at least 62 accidents that have left 21 children dead through March 8th of this 

year.  Last year there were more than 200 deaths; those include accidents like back and front rollovers and 

knocking the car out of gear. 

 

04/23/09 

6pm 

New at six, health care for low-income Kansans could be in jeopardy because of the economy.  The Kansas 

Health Policy Authority oversees programs for low-income Kansans like Medicaid and the state children's 

health insurance program; S-chip.  The agency says it has more people who need help from the state to pay 

medical bills.  But state budget problems have left the agency with fewer staff members and that means a 

backlog of 11-thousand unprocessed applications for medical assistance.  Federal rules say applications 

have to be processed within 45 days.  If the state regularly exceeds the 45 day limit federal funding could 

be taken away. 
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04/26/09 

10pm 

We're getting damage reports from all over Kansas.  There is flooding at the hospital in Harper.  The 

administrator says no patients are in affected.  However water has damaged several offices and paperwork.    

The hospital is using sandbags and pumps to get rid of the water.  There's also some flooding at Harper 

Elementary School.  At this point the School will be open tomorrow. 

 

04/27/09 

10pm 

The latest now on the Swine Flu virus still considered an outbreak-but the risk is increasing on the World 

Health Organization's scale.  The group is tracking the level of human to human transmission.  In addition 

to 2-thousand cases in Mexico there are 81cases confirmed in other countries; half of them in the United 

States.  The Border Patrol said it's taking a closer look at the thousands who make this trip every day.  The 

U.S. recommends travelers avoid Mexico trips if the trip is not essential and it's starting distributing anti-

viral medications.  The confirmed cases in the U.S. including two in Kansas are said to be mild. 

 

04/28/09 

10pm 

Two cases of swine flu showed up in Kansas in Dickinson County; county health officials say the couple 

quarantined themselves to keep the disease from spreading, but people are taking precautions.  The Abilene 

hospital's asking anyone coming in with respiratory problems to wear a mask and Abilene schools are 

checking the symptoms of any sick children. 

 

04/29/09 

10pm 

A K-State professor plans to get a sample of the Swine flu virus and inject it into pigs for research.  In the 

meantime Kansas officials want to clear-up some rumors about the virus.  They say, swine operations in 

Kansas are not quarantined and that the virus has not been found in any pigs in Kansas or the U.S. and  

K-State said pork is still safe to eat. 

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

Now, the latest on the investigation into this Wichita dog treat business. For the first time since federal 

agents searched the plant Treat-Co issues a statement. The company's lawyer says treat-co is cooperating 

fully and expects disputes to be resolved. Treat-co denies causing any environmental harm. The 

Environmental Protection Agency hasn't said why sent agents to the plant two weeks ago. Records show 

treat-co violated air quality and hazardous waste standards in the past. 

 

05/01/09 

10pm 

It causes some schools to cancel trips to Mexico; Friends University cancels this year's study abroad 

program.  10 Friends students were scheduled to go to Cancun, Mexico for four weeks--but the school says 

it had to cancel the trip because it's concerned about students' health.  And the University of Kansas is 

looking for an alternative for 16 students enrolled in its study-abroad program in Puebla Mexico, that trip 

has been canceled also.  We checked with Wichita State, it also has a program in Puebla, no word yet on 

whether this year's trip has been canceled. 

 

05/02/09 

10pm 

If you want to light up in Salina, make sure you're at home or outside.  The city's new smoking ban went 

into effect today.  It prohibits smoking in all buildings except private residences.  Smoking is also banned 

within 10 feet of an entrance.  The goal is to reduce exposure to second-hand smoke.  Not everyone is 

happy with the change; they say the smoking ban should have been put to a citywide vote. 
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05/03/09 

10pm 

Health officials say a student at a Wichita Catholic school appears to have swine flu.  On Friday, Saint 

Thomas Aquinas warned parents and staff about the possibility.  Today the K.D.H.E. confirmed it.  The 

case is being called a presumptive positive.  The diagnosis still needs to be confirmed by the Centers for 

Disease Control.  The student started experiencing flu like symptoms last week while visiting family out of 

state.  But because the student was out of town when he got sick Saint Thomas said on Friday it has no 

plans to close.  The student and his or her family are cooperating with health officials and being 

quarantined for the duration of the illness.  The state says there's a second presumptive case in Johnson 

County; a couple from Dickinson County is the only confirmed cases in the state. 

 

05/04/09 

10pm 

One case, two schools; tonight we learn more about the Wichita family dealing with the Swine flu.  As we 

first told you last week an eighth grader at Saint Thomas Aquinas was exposed to the virus on an out of 

state trip.  That student hasn't been in school since then and now teachers and staff are telling students to 

wipe down desks and practice good hygiene.  Now we learn the eighth grader's older brother goes to school 

at Kapaun Mount Carmel he was in class Friday.  The school says the senior did not go on the trip with his 

brother and is not showing any symptoms.  Kapaun has no plans to cancel classes and the entire family will 

stay in isolation until next week. 

 

05/05/09 

5pm 

Graduates at Wichita State will get a diploma, but they won't get a handshake.  The school says because of 

the swine flu outbreak it plans on skipping the part where students shake hands with administrators.  We 

went to the W.S.U. campus and asked students what they thought.  Some think they deserve to shake hands 

others think the school is making a good call.  W.S.U. said it will re-evaluate the plan as the 

commencement ceremony draws near.  If swine flu isn't a big threat, the school will reconsider the hand 

shake ban.   Graduation will be held May 15th and 16th at Charles Koch Arena. 

 

05/06/09 

6pm 

New at six...the number of confirmed cases of swine flu in Kansas is now up to nine.  In just the last hour 

the Kansas Department of Health and Environment confirmed two new cases in Johnson County.  That's in 

addition to one case already confirmed there.  Three cases have been confirmed in Wyandotte County, two 

in Dickinson County and one in Sedgwick County. 

 

05/07/09 

6pm 

Kansas State University is advising students to postpone study trips to Mexico because of the swine flu.  

Because of the swine flu two students from K-State already studying in Mexico decided to come home 

early.  As we first told you last week KU and Friends University have cancelled trips to Mexico.  Wichita 

state officials say they are watching the situation closely.  Stay on top of the latest at our website 

www.kwch.com  

 

05/08/09 

5pm 

I-Hop says it's investigating and it wants to keep it from ever happening again.  It's latest in a story we told 

you today at noon.  A toddler that was in the restaurant went to hospital in critical condition; the child was 

burned with coffee.  It's not clear exactly how it happened.  The child went to Via Christi's Burn Unit. 
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05/09/09 

10pm 

New at ten...a second American dies of Swine flu.  The man lived in Washington State.  The first American 

to die from the H1N1 virus was a teacher in Texas.  Meantime six more cases of the flu have shown up in 

Kansas.  The cases are in Ottawa, Johnson and Wyandotte Counties.  That brings the total number of Swine 

flu cases in Kansas to 18.  Health officials say all the cases here have been relatively mild.  There's now a 

phone line for people to call with Swine flu questions.  The number is 877-0277-317.  People will answer 

your questions between eight and five Monday through Friday. 

 

05/10/09 

10pm 

More cases of Swine flu show up in Kansas.  We open the HealthWatch with four new cases of the H1N1 

virus.  The cases are all in the Kansas City area.  There are now 22-confirmed cases in the state.  While 

most of the cases are in northeast Kansas, Swine flu has also shown up in Sedgwick and Dickinson 

Counties. 

 

05/11/09 

10pm 

An unfortunate set of circumstances; Reno County Sheriffs say that's what led to the death of a 20-year-old 

man.  Investigators say Chance Ramsey was rounding up cattle when he and his horse rode into a pond to 

get a stray cow.  Ramsey and his horse drowned.  Recent rains flooded the pond, making it ten feet deep.  A 

muddy bottom and the fact that Ramsey couldn't swim all played a role in his death.  Ramsey was an avid 

rider and was a member of the U.S. Team Ropers Association. 

 

05/12/09 

10pm 

Would you trust your life to a wire?  K-DOT said you can.  The Kansas Department of Transportation will 

install cable wires to divide two highways in Kansas.  Look at this; such a cable median kept this semi from 

crossing into oncoming traffic in Colorado.  K-DOT said the cables will prevent that from happening in 

Kansas too.  The cables will cost about 125 thousand dollars which is cheaper than concrete dividers.     

KDOT will install the cables north of Topeka, and on a four mile stretch of K-96 between Rock Road and 

I-135.  Look for construction on K-96 in the fall of 2010. 

 

05/13/09 

5pm 

Kansas health officials say five children in three counties are the latest to be confirmed with Swine flu.  It 

brings the total number of Kansans with the virus to 28.  There's still just the one confirmed case in 

Sedgwick County.  Meanwhile in Mexico, the Health Secretary is encouraging tourists to come to the 

country.  Mexico is where Swine flu was first reported there are very few cases in tourist destinations 

including 7 in Cancun. 

 

05/15/09 

10pm 

Wichita Police are also looking for an inmate accidently released from the Sedgwick County Jail.  

Dispatchers tell us Jermaine D. Adams was released today.  He is a black male, 26 years old, 6-foot-2 and 

205 pounds.  He has a tattoo of cross his upper left arm that says R.I.P Debbie.  Anyone with information 

on Adams' whereabouts is asked to call police. 

 

05/16/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage of a story we first brought you last night at ten.  A man wanted by police after 

accidentally being released from the Sedgwick County Jail is back in custody.  Jermaine Adams was 

released Friday.  Authorities eventually realized their mistake and started looking for him.  Adams was 

back in custody by late this afternoon. 
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05/17/09 

10pm 

Smoke and flames from an afternoon fire leave crews helpless to fight it.  The people living at this mobile 

home in southeast Wichita say a friend put a chicken on the propane grill and left it.  The fire spread to the 

wooden deck and to then to the home.  One man went to Saint Francis hospital for smoke inhalation and 

some burns.  He's expected to be okay; the fire destroyed most of the home. 

 

05/18/09 

6pm 

Wichita Police begin a two-week program to encourage drivers and passengers to wear seat-belts.  Doctor 

Joe Nold said he frequently deals with patients with head injuries from not wearing a seatbelt.  He says 

wearing a seatbelt could save your life if you're in an accident.  The Director of the Wichita Safe Kids 

Coalition says many children are injured in wrecks because of car seat issues.  She says you can get your 

car seat checked by calling Via Christi or Wesley and they will have trained technicians take a look at it. 

 

05/19/09 

6pm 

Kansas has three new confirmed cases of Swine flu raising the total number in the state to 49.  State health 

officials say the latest cases are a child in Saline County and a child and an adult in Riley County.  So far 

there is still only one confirmed case in Sedgwick County.  Go to our website at www.kwch.com for a list 

of symptoms and prevention tips. 

 

05/20/09 

10pm 

Families knew something was wrong with their brand-new homes; new at 10…the government confirms it.  

Chinese-made drywall may be toxic.  We first told you last month about drywall that's corroding pipes and 

causing health problems.  Now, the environmental protection agency says...its found sulfur and compounds 

associated with acrylic paint in drywall that was made in china.  And two Gulf Coast Senators say that was 

mostly used in their area to rebuild after recent hurricanes.  The EPA said the chemicals it found in the 

Chinese made drywall were not found in samples of American-made drywall.  

 

05/22/09 

10pm 

Bad depth-perception, trouble focusing, even migraines.  These are often associated with reading disorders.  

But they are also common for those with Irlen Syndrome.  Now researchers say the solution to these 

problems may be a little color.  Scientists say special filters for glasses can help some people's vision and 

perception problems.  Architect Brad Doeden has Irlen Syndrome.  He says magenta lenses like these keep 

words on a page still.  Wichita doctor estimates 50 percent of people with reading problems have some 

form of Irlen Syndrome.  We've posted a link to an Irlen self-test on our website www.kwch.com  

 

05/23/09 

10pm 

The KDHE says a Colorado resident became sick while driving through Gove County.  Doctors are treating 

that person at a hospital in Kansas.  Health officials believe he or she contracted the disease outside of the 

state.  The patient is expected to be okay.  There are now 70 cases of Swine flu in Kansas.  Most of the 

existing cases are in the Kansas City area.  Only one case has been reported in Sedgwick County. 

 

05/24/09 

10pm 

A shooting in southeast Wichita appears to be accidental.  Police say a 21-year-old man was showing 

friends his gun early this morning when the gun went off.  The man was hit in the torso.  Police say the 

man's friend is cooperating with the investigation.  Investigators have not said who was holding the gun 

when it fired. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

HEALTH & SAFTEY Q-2 

 

05/25/09 

10pm 

New tonight…a 12-year-old boy is shot and killed and the Wilson County Sheriff said it was an accident.  

The sheriff didn't give us much information but said two boys were involved; the 12-year-old who died and 

a 14-year-old.  The shooting happened at a rural home. 

 

05/26/09 

10pm 

The number of Swine flu cases in Sedgwick County doubles, to two.  The Sedgwick County Health 

Department said the latest case is a Maize student.  The student's a third grader at Pray-Woodman 

Elementary.  School officials say the child has not traveled out of state.  Tonight, school officials called and 

email parents from the school.  School's already out for the summer in Maize but the health department 

wants anyone with flu-like symptoms to see a doctor.  Kansas now has 75 cases of Swine flu. 

 

05/28/09 

6pm 

More than one-hundred thousand Sedgwick County residents will have another option when it comes to 

health care.  Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas are expanding its Wichita-area network to include Via 

Christi Regional Medical Center beginning in January; it's the first time since 1993.  When the new, five-

year contract takes effect it means the more than 110,000 blue cross members living in Sedgwick County 

can receive covered services at Via Christi as in-network benefits.  Meanwhile Wesley's contract with Blue 

Cross expires at the end of the year; negotiations are on-going.  

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

Technology is changing life for those who've lost a limb. Phil Baker and Hank Esmond are going through 

re-hab together at this Indiana hospital. Esmond was shocked while working on power lines and lost both 

arms. Baker lost one of his arms in a truck crash. Now the men are learning to use prosthetics that are the 

first of their kind- in the world. Moving a muscle sends an electrical signal that the prosthetic picks up and 

makes the arm move. Esmond says, "Separate my shoulders and move, can turn it (let the hand stop 

turning)." The technology continues to improve. The number of muscle input sites has doubled in just the 

last couple of months, allowing even more functions and control. 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

An early morning crash traps a man inside his car at Washington and Kellogg. It happened around two-30.     

Police say the car and an SUV hit each other.  A passenger inside the car was trapped while firefighters 

worked to free him. Paramedics took him to a Wichita hospital in serious condition. The drivers of the 

vehicles are okay. 

 

05/31/09 

10pm 

Groups on both sides of the abortion debate also condemned today's shooting through statements. 

Operation Rescue said the following, "Operation Rescue has worked for years through peaceful, legal 

means, and through the proper channels to see him brought to justice. We denounce vigilantism and the 

cowardly act that took place this morning." Kansans for life released a similar statement. "We wish to 

express our deep and sincere sympathy to his family and friends. We value life, completely deplore 

violence, and are shocked and very upset by what happened in Wichita today." 

 

06/01/09 

10pm 

The Brazilian air force says an Air France jetliner has disappeared over the Atlantic Ocean. The plane was 

going from Rio de Janeiro to Paris when it disappeared. Air France says the plane had reported electrical 

problems. It's carrying 228 people from Brazil to Paris. 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFTEY Q-2 

 

06/02/09 

5pm 

A man who got his leg stuck in a cotton gin is in critical condition right now.  The farming accident 

happened near the town of Anthony earlier today.  He was flown to a Wichita hospital. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

Two men save the life of a Wichita girl.  Now they encourage others to learn CPR.  The seven year-old girl 

was swimming in this neighborhood pool Sunday when she slipped into the deep end.  The men rescued her 

and then performed CPR.  She started breathing and is fine.  One man last took CPR training fifteen years 

ago.  The other has never taken a class.  Both said it's a life-saving skill everyone should know.  Both men 

plan to take another CPR course.  This is National CPR week; find out where you can get the training at 

www.kwch.com  

 
06/04/09 

6pm 

Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson signs Kelsey's Law.  The measure requires phone companies to give 

police cell phone locations in an emergency.  The law is named for Kelsey Smith.  The Overland park 18-

year-old was kidnapped and murdered in 2007.  It took four days for the cell phone company to release her 

cell location.  It's something her family vowed to change; Edwin Hall is serving a life-sentence for Smith's 

murder.  The new law goes into effect July first. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

Police now say gang members were involved in a shooting in south Wichita last night. Police say an SUV 

pulled up next to a group of people and someone inside started firing. One person was hit. The father of 

that man ran into the home, grabbed a gun and shot back. Police say a disagreement between the two 

groups goes back several months.  Investigators say some of those involved are gang members... but that 

it's not a gang crime. Police have not made any arrests. 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

A night of swimming turns deadly for a Cowley County man. Search teams pulled the body of Graham 

Springer from the Walnut River near Winfield. The 23-year-old was swimming with a friend last night 

when the two ran into trouble. Rescuers pulled the friend from the water but couldn't find Springer. They 

searched through the night before finding his body this afternoon. 

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

A group of abortion opponents doubt threats of violence made by Scott Roeder. Roeder is charged with 

killing Wichita abortion provider Dr. George Tiller. Tonight, the head of the Christian Defense Coalition 

calls Roeder a loner and not part of a larger movement. In his second jailhouse call to the Associated Press, 

Scott Roeder said quote, "I know there are many other similar events planned around the country as long as 

abortion remains legal." Roeder did not elaborate. Roeder says he has not talked to investigators since his 

arrest one week ago. The justice department says authorities are taking Roeder's comments seriously. The 

attorney general ordered U-S marshals to protect abortion clinics around the country after the shooting. 
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HEALTH & SAFTEY Q-2 

 

06/08/09 

6pm 

As parents re-adjust their routines now that kids are home for the summer Safe Kids Kansas warns to be 

extra careful not to leave kids in cars.  Cherie Sage, from Safe Kids, says about half of all kids who die 

from overheating after being left in a car were left there on accident.  But there is a simple trick to make 

sure you are taking your child in and out of your vehicle every time.  Safe Kids also says you should keep 

something like a cell phone or a pocketbook in your back seat.... something that you will always remember 

to take out of your car.  That way you look in your back seat and make sure everything and everyone is out 

of the car. 

 

06/11/09 

10pm 

New tonight, a Consumer Watch alert, your bathrobe may be a fire hazard.  The government has issued a 

second recall on these women's chenille robes made by Blair.  Six people were killed when the robes 

caught fire.  A Washington state woman was lucky her husband was around.  162-thousand robes are 

recalled; the robes were made in Pakistan.  If you own one stop wearing it immediately.  Go to 

www.kwch.com to get details on the items numbers and what you should do. 

 

06/12/09 

10pm 

A Wichita neighborhood will get a break from code violations for the next six months instead of writing 

tickets, the city will help homeowners clean up. A stop blight response team will operate within these eight 

blocks near harry and main. The city will help residents identify code violations and give them resources to 

repair them. Residents can apply for grants to paint their homes or even replace the roof. Council member 

Jim Skleton says the program is meant to clean up the neighborhood and reduce crime, “It's up to the 

people to go out and apply for the grants.  Nothing is going to happen by itself without the residents taking 

some form of responsibility.” The city's used the same program in north east Wichita and Hilltop. 

 

06/13/09 

10pm 

Investigators say a natural gas leaked leveled this Slim Jim plant in North Carolina. This week's explosion 

killed three workers. Dozens more were hurt when the blast ripped through the 5-hundred square-foot 

building. Some were trapped under the collapsed roof under firefighters could reach them.  Investigators 

believe an electrical short ignited the gas. 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

We open the health watch with the first swine flu death outside North and Central America. A person in 

Scotland has died from the H-1-N-1 virus. Former Kansas governor and current health and human services 

secretary Kathleen Sebelius says people should continue to stay alert, "The flu vaccine, strains are being 

tested as we speak. Production lines are being set up, so that production could start as early as late summer 

and be ready by the fall, if, indeed, a vaccine program is recommended." Sebelius says the swine flu does 

not appear to be as deadly as first thought.  So far 45 people in the U-S have died from the virus. That's out 

of 18-thousand reported cases, including 100 here in Kansas. 

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

Sedgwick County Sheriffs officers conducted a d-u-i check lane Saturday night. During the 3 hour long 

checkpoint, 3 people were arrested for operating a motor vehicle while under the influence. Police also 

made one arrest for transporting an open container, one arrest for a suspended license, and two people for 

drug charges. Sedgwick County deputies stopped 289 vehicles total. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-2 

 

06/16/09 

7am 

A man in Michigan faces felony charges for spitting into a police officer's egg mcmuffin. Police say the 

man was working the drive -thru window when the officer pulled up. He noticed something was wrong 

with the McDonald‟s breakfast sandwich. The manager on duty agreed and said it appeared to have mucus 

in it. The worker is now in jail. Local papers there say he is an ex-convict who spent 14 years in an Indiana 

jail. 

 

06/17/09 

10pm 

Police and a family in Clearwater hope someone has seen this man. No one has seen john Dillon since 

Tuesday afternoon. His family is worried because the 78-year-old has Alzheimer's. Dillon was last seen 

wearing a blue and white checked shirt, navy blue pants and a khaki colored hat with a picture of Emmett 

Kelly on it. Dillon's car is also missing. He drives a dark gray 1989 Buick Lesabre. It has the Kansas tag 

RKU 363. If you know where Dillon is or have seen his car, call 911. 

 

06/18/09 

6pm 

Republic County has confirmed its first case of swine flu. State health officials say a child has contracted 

the virus, but offered no other details. So far, 109 cases of swine flu have been confirmed in Kansas. 

The highest totals have been in Geary County with 25 cases and Riley County with 24. 

 

06/19/09 

6am 

Chances are, you're more concerned about what's on your grill, than what's fueling it. But according to this 

class action lawsuit, a California man noticed his "Blue Rhino" tank seemed a little light. The lawsuit 

alleges the Kansas company, Ferrell gas, was deliberately short changing customers. A 20 pound pre-filled 

tank only holds 18 pounds of gas.  That's because propane expands in the heat, filling it full would be 

dangerous.  The lawsuit says last year, Blue Rhino began under-filling, with only 15 pounds of propane.  

Charging the same price, and not letting customers know they were getting less. So how do you know if 

you got all the propane that you paid for?  We asked an expert who says it's really pretty simple. Sheila 

Wagner owns USI RV park in Wichita. Rv'ers use a lot of propane to heat in the winter and to BBQ in the 

summer.  Wagner is licensed to refill tanks, and explains how she does it. When we fill bottles they're set 

on a scale and we're watching the weight. We set the scale to that particular weight that bottle is supposed 

to be filled with. A BBQ grill tank should weigh about 48 pounds full. The attorney who filed the class 

action lawsuit tells us his client noticed the tank seemed lighter. Wagner says unless you're used to 

handling tanks a lot, it's something you wouldn't pick up on. You probably would not know. The class 

action attorney says even though it may be a few dollars, it could've happened to a lot of customers.  

Getting the most from your money, or at least knowing you're getting less...before you buy.  Kim Wilhelm. 

Eyewitness News. 

 

06/20/09 

8am 

A man goes to the hospital in critical condition after nearly drowning in far northwest Wichita. It happened 

late last night near 53rd and Ridge. Investigators say a man in his 50's was swimming in a sandpit on his 

property.  Another person with him called 9-1-1 after they noticed he had gone under. Emergency crews 

pulled him from the water and performed CPR.  He was taken to a Wichita hospital in critical condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-2 

 

06/21/09 

10pm 

A Caldwell man drowns while swimming with his wife. It happened late this afternoon at Wellington Lake. 

around 4:15. The man and his wife dove off a boat to go swimming. The man disappeared. Lake employees 

started searching while they waited for rescuers to arrive. Rescuers eventually found his body around eight 

this evening. Authorities have not released the man's name. They will only say he was 45-years-old and 

from Caldwell. 

 

06/22/09 

5pm 

The heat index reaches 107 degrees and it's only the second day of summer. Anyone who spent some time 

outside today felt it but its athletes who risk heat illness if they don't prepare. Eyewitness news reporter 

Alana Rocha caught up with some players at a tennis tournament. It's a sound we all can relate to when 

having to function in triple digit heat. “They're expecting the heat index to be a 104 in the middle of the 

day. So it's pretty warm.” Others at the Via Christi Women's Pro Tennis Classic might use different words 

to describe the heat-and how it compares to home.  Like Seattle. “This is a lot hotter, a lot more humid. 

That's for sure.” “It was really hot there also, but not as hot as it is here.” Miami gets hot, but not like here. 

So how do these players who will spend all week running, hitting and grunting stay cool? “Yesterday I had 

two matches so it was kind of difficult. I was getting a little dizzy. As long as you drink a lot of water, you 

should be fine.” You'll find coolers all around the tennis complex. The women take sips of water or 

Gatorade during changeovers and officials measure the heat index three times a day year round. If it 

reaches 90 or higher players get a 10-minute break after the second set if they need it. “I typically like the 

heat. Were both in relatively good shape so it usually works to our advantage.” Most spectators enjoy 

watching the match under a cool canopy of shade, well relatively speaking. But the players get no relief. 

That court out there measures 10 degrees warmer, on average. “I spent all the money. I can stay in the 

shade. She can get in the heat.”  Conditions these women know they have to handle to win. At Wichita 

State, Alana Rocha, KWCH 12, Eyewitness News. 

 

06/23/09 

6pm 

A southeast Kansas sheriff calls one of his deputies a hero after the man pulled three people from a burning 

car near the small town of Scammon in Cherokee county. Early Sunday morning, deputy Josh Whitely 

responded to a car accident and found three people trapped inside with the car fully engulfed in flames. 

Whitely broke a window and pulled all three from the car. 

 

06/24/09 

Noon 

After three straight days of dangerous heat, the temperatures and humidity could really start taking their 

toll. Medical experts are warning you to stay out of the heat if possible. If you can, wear light clothing that 

breathes to let the sweat evaporate.   Also, drink plenty of water more than you think you need and after 

this many days be sure to check on neighbors to see if they need help, especially if they don't have central 

air. 

 

06/25/09 

5am 

Late yesterday afternoon, a truck hauling pig carcasses tipped over on the ramp from eastbound Kellogg to 

northbound 235. The pigs were already dead at the time of the crash. Crews used a bulldozer to clear the 

ramp. Police closed the roadway while crews cleaned up the mess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-2 

 

06/26/09 

5am 

It's a sound that belongs on a farm, not the city. Roosters are a growing problem in Wichita‟s Planeview 

neighborhood. That's why animal control along with about a half dozen police officers held a rooster 

roundup. Roosters are illegal to own in the city for a couple reasons. First, many are used for fighting 

which is a felony. The other reason is pretty obvious, they're loud. Annoying, very annoying , all 

throughout the day, all throughout the day and night. Officers also rounded up loose dogs and cited one 

owner for improper care after a finding a pit bull with duct tape around its head, and others tied up with log 

chains. 

 

06/27/09 

6pm 

  The fourth of July is next Saturday and today fireworks went on sale in Wichita.  That has emergency 

officials reminding you to "shoot them where you buy them.” Anyone caught with illegal fireworks could 

face a 500 dollar fine and possible jail time. You can set fireworks off in Wichita tonight through midnight 

on July 5
th

.  Find a list of approved fireworks in Wichita at our website kwch dot com. 

 

06/28/09 

5:30 pm 

If you haven't been keeping up with your New Year resolution to get to the gym, tonight's health watch 

shows you how to get a good workout pretty much anywhere- even at home.  This fitness trainer says you 

don't need her, or a gym membership.  You just need a few basics to get started.  She says using your own 

body weight is a great way to tone. She says if you have some spare cash, invest in simple things like hand 

weights, resistance bands, and a medicine ball. So, you want to get started today?  Just remember, start 

small.  ”A squat, using a ball on a wall, to doing a push-up and then doing a tricep dip and doing that circuit 

three or four times. You can do increments of 10 minutes in the morning, 10 minutes at night.” Cohen says 

to integrate cardio drills like running in place.  She says make sure to stretch, and talk to your doctor before 

starting any workout.  

 

06/30/09 

5am 

  A ride to the hospital in an ambulance can already cost a lot - but in northeast Kansas it could cost even 

more -- depending on your weight. American Medical Response is the ambulance provider in Shawnee 

County.  Commissioners there approved doubling the rate for a ride to the hospital for patients who are 

obese.  If you weigh more than 350 pounds, AMR will charge 11-hundred dollars - up from 629 dollars. 

 AMR says the reason is not discrimination but safety.  Ken Keller says "we see patients often who are 3-

350 pounds, often up to 7 or 8 hundred pounds and these are patients that need resources that are stronger, 

to support them, wide to support them, but also allow us to move them in a safer manner.” AMR says obese 

patients can use a special gurney that holds up to 850 pounds -- and it has an attachment that helps 

paramedics move the patients safely.  Again, AMR only operates in northeast Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

04/01/09 

5pm 

Even though it is April fool‟s Day, Congressman Jerry Moran's office wants everyone to know that 

something posted on the internet today was indeed a joke.  Today a Democratic blog posted a story that 

said Moran, a Republican, wasn't going to run for Senate.  Moran's office says it appreciates a good joke, 

but says today's blog is a good reminder for people to not always believe what they read.  Moran wants to 

fill the Senate seat that Sam Brownback is leaving. 

 

04/02/09 

10pm 

Abortion opponents may not defeat Sebelius' nomination but they could win a victory in the Kansas 

Legislature.  The House gave first round approval to a bill allowing lawsuits against abortion providers.  

The bill allows a woman or girl who has what she believes to be an illegal late-term abortion to sue the 

doctor.  A woman's husband or a girl's parents also could sue.  The house and senate could vote on the bill 

tomorrow. 

 

04/03/09 

10pm 

New at ten...a fight over the Air Force's new refueling tanker leaves one of President Obama's nominees in 

limbo.  Alabama Senator Richard Shelby wants assurances from Ashton Carter that he won't change the 

criteria for determining who will build the tanker.  Until Shelby gets it, he'll delay Carter's confirmation.  

Carter is the president's choice to be head of Pentagon acquisitions.  Boeing and a partnership between 

Northrop Grumman and Eads are in competition for the contract. 

 

04/04/09  

10pm 

Election Day is next Tuesday.  Advance voting in Wichita began at all satellite voting centers is underway.     

To find the center nearest to you head to our website.  There you'll also find a complete list of races, 

candidates and questions on the ballot where you live.  It's all at www.kwch.com/campaign09  

 

04/06/09 

10pm 

This summer Boeing can bid again on an Air-Force tanker contract.  Defense Secretary Robert Gates 

includes the tanker in next year's budget.  A new tanker will replace these OLD KC-135s.  If Boeing wins 

the contract, it could bring hundreds of jobs to Wichita.  Also in the defense budget for next year; 2-billion 

dollars for unmanned drones like the Predator, one of the most in-demand weapons in Iraq and 

Afghanistan.  Out of the budget; the F-22 which is one of the popular planes in the world but hasn't been 

used in combat; plans for a new helicopter for the president is also out and so is a plan for new ground 

combat vehicles.  Congress gets the final say on this budget. 

 

04/07/09 

10pm 

Three Wichita school board members were up for re-election tonight and it looks like they all get to keep 

their seats.  Connie Dietz has been on the school board for 10 years; tonight she keeps her seat in district 2 

with 63 of the vote, she beat out Karen Walker who got 30 percent. 

 

04/08/09 

6pm 

It's been almost a day since the polls closed but provisional ballots could determine at least one race from 

yesterday's election.  The vote on a smoking ordinance in Emporia is still too close to call.  The votes in 

favor of the ban lead by just 11 votes.  That means about 80 provisional ballots could determine whether or 

not the ban passes.  Regardless of the outcome neither side says it is likely to challenge the provisional 

ballots will be counted on Friday. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/campaign09


 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

04/10/09 

6pm 

Senator Sam Brownback defends his support for Governor Kathleen Sebelius' nomination for U.S. Health 

and Human Services Secretary.  He told the Topeka Capital-Journal that he believes anyone nominated by 

President Barack Obama will support abortion rights.  So he says it would be best to have a Kansan for the 

job.  Governor Sebelius faces opposition to her appointment from anti-abortion groups.  Brownback says he 

expects to fight with Sebelius on several policy issues. 

 

04/13/09 

6pm 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius today vetoed another bill that would allow Sunflower Electric to build two 

coal-fired power plants outside of Holcomb.  In a statement, she encouraged the Legislature to abandon its 

efforts to saddle Kansas with massive new carbon dioxide emissions, and instead adopt a plan that will take 

advantage of our enormous wind assets.  This is the fourth time Sebelius has vetoed a bill that allows the 

plants. 

 

04/14/09 

5pm 

Changes on the Wichita city council today as one newly-elected member takes her seat and the council 

picks a new Vice-Mayor.  Janet Miller won the race to replace Sharon Fearey on the council; term limits 

kept Fearey from running again.  The council also selected Jim Skelton as Vice Mayor.  Skelton represents 

district three. 

 

04/15/09 

10pm 

Many billed today's protests as a grass-roots movement organized by ordinary Americans.  Here's what 

Fact Finder 12 discovered.  While it is true people used social networking sites like Twitter and Facebook 

to organize they were not alone.  The group "Americans for Prosperity" was heavily involved in setting up 

the tea parties.  A.F.P. is an advocacy group chaired by David Koch.  Another group helping to organize 

events was "Freedom Works."  That organization is run by former Republican House leader Dick Armey.     

Organizers say today's events were non-partisan and were not directed against the president.  However a 

number of republican lawmakers appeared at events around the country.  One such appearance is drawing a 

lot of attention.  At a tea party in Austin, Texas Governor Rick Perry raised the possibility of the state 

seceding from the union.  The governor later clarified his statement saying quote, "We've got a great union 

and there's absolutely no reason to dissolve it. But if Washington continues to thumb their nose at the 

American people, who knows what might come out of that." 

 

04/16/09 

10pm 

A coin toss decides the Mayor‟s race in Americus, Kansas.  Roger Wright won the toss during a Lyon 

County commission meeting.  He tied his opponent with the most write-in votes during last week's election.  

Just 29 people cast ballots in the town of about 1-thousand people.  Americus is north of emporia. 

 

04/17/09 

10pm 

Police will have an easier time getting cell phone information during an emergency.  Governor Sebelius has 

just signed the Kelsey Smith Act.  The law requires cell phone companies to release information when 

asked by police.  The law is named for a murdered Overland Park teen.  Her parents say a delay in getting 

their daughter's cell phone provider to cooperate with police hurt efforts to find the killer. Edwin Hall is 

serving a life sentence for Smith's murder.  She was kidnapped from a target parking lot in 2-thousand-7.  

The new law goes into effect July first. 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

04/18/09 

8am 

According to mayor Carl Brewer, Tuesday's vice mayor vote was done the way it's always been done, 

“Everyone's name is listed and you just check the name that you want and then the clerk will come and pick 

it up.”  But those sheets of paper weren't assigned to specific council members, so there was no way of 

knowing who voted for whom.  Anything the council does and any decision that is made needs to be made 

public that set up a set of circumstances to where it appeared everybody was doing a secret ballot.  Jim 

Skelton received the most votes, making him the new vice mayor and overshadowing the potential legal 

issue that had just happened.  Our news partners at the Wichita Eagle filed an open meetings complaint 

with the district attorney and Kansas Attorney General on Thursday asking for an open meetings 

investigation. But a statement Friday from the Wichita city attorney says the city's self reporting and 

immediate action have cleared up any concern regarding a potential investigation.  The city has released 

this list of how each council member voted...making the ballots public. The mayor says, “I think anytime a 

mistake is made the city council has a responsibility to correct it. I can tell you this, this morning I found 

out about it and today I know it's been corrected. Megan Strader KWCH 12 eyewitness news. 

 

04/19/09 

10pm 

President Obama is trying to undo past U.S. Foreign Policy in the western hemisphere.  He says, "We've 

seen potential positive signs in the nature of the relationships between the United States, Cuba and 

Venezuela, but as I've said before, the test for all of us is not simply words, but also deeds."  Over the past 

four days, President Obama engaged in the delicate dance that is summit diplomacy.  The leader of Bolivia 

accused the U.S. of being involved in a plot to assassinate him, which the U.S. denied.  Nicaragusn 

President Daniel Ortega criticized U.S. Foreign policy in a nearly hour long, scatching speech. Mr. Obama 

Seemed to rise above it, saying, “I'm glad he didn't blame me for things when I was 3 months old." 

Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez had called President Bush the devil, but after a handshake seen round 

the world, Chavez says he wants to be friends with Obama. 

 

04/20/09 

10pm 

More than a year and a half before the next Congressional election and many Kansans are undecided on 

their next senator.  Congressmen Jerry Moran and Todd Tiahrt are both running for a seat in the U.S. 

Senate and we wanted to know where the two Republican candidates stand now.  Our exclusive FactFinder 

12 scientific survey shows the two are tied.  If the primary were today Moran would get 39 percent of the 

vote, Tiahrt would come in with 35 percent.  Because of the margin of error the two candidates are 

statistically tied.  But the survey found Moran has more support in western Kansas.  Tiahrt shows a lead in 

southeast Kansas.  26 percent of registered voters in Kansas are still undecided.  We also polled Kansas 

voters on the governor's race next year you can get those results at www.kwch.com  

 

04/21/09 

10pm 

The governor has until Thursday to decide what to do about a bill on late-term abortions.  The bill requires 

more detailed reporting for doctors and it lets parents or husbands sue the doctor if a woman believed her 

late-term abortion was illegal.  A spokeswoman for Sebelius says the governor is still reviewing the bill. 

 

04/23/09 

6pm 

New at six...Governor Sebelius has vetoed a bill re-writing a Kansas law that restricts late-term abortions.  

In a message to Legislators today Sebelius questioned whether the bill could withstand a court challenge 

and suggested some provision could lead to intimidation of health care providers.  The measure increased 

reporting requirements for doctors who perform late-term abortions. 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

04/24/09 

10pm 

Tomorrow is your chance to talk with lawmakers from across south-central Kansas.  There will be a public 

forum from nine to eleven where you'll be able to voice your concerns.  The event takes place at the 

Wichita Water Center on East Pawnee.  The forum will last about two hours. 

 

04/25/09 

10pm 

Kansas lawmakers face a host of issues when they return to Topeka next week; among them, fixing the 

state's budget.  Lawmakers from south-central Kansas held their final Legislative forum in Wichita this 

morning.  One teacher wanted to know if she would be held responsible for falling test scores if Legislators 

cut education funding.  Another wanted to know what smaller programs could be on the chopping block.  

Kansas faces a projected 3-hundred-28 million dollar budget deficit for the next fiscal year.  Lawmakers 

return Wednesday to wrap up the session. 

 

04/28/09 

10pm 

“I Kathleen Sebelius do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the constitution of the United 

States.”  It didn't take long for Sebelius to be sworn in as the Secretary of Health and Human Services.  

Sebelius left for Washington just moments after the U.S. Senate confirmed her nomination; that vote was 

65 to 31 nays with both Kansas senators voting for her.  President Obama was there when Sebelius took the 

oath of office.  The president says he wanted her to be sworn in immediately because we're dealing with a 

significant health issue, the swine flu. 

 

04/29/09 

10pm 

The latest from the Legislature tonight…lawmakers are back to wrap up the session but first they have to 

work on the budget.  Schools across Kansas are waiting to find out how much lawmakers will cut from 

education.  All this comes as a new governor takes office.  Tomorrow Governor Mark Parkinson will 

address a joint session of the House and Senate; you can watch his speech live tomorrow at 4 at 

www.kwch.com  

 

04/30/09 

10pm 

Reports that a U-S Supreme Court justice plans to retire. National Public Radio reporters Justice David 

Souter will retire at the end of the court's current term. Souter has always said he doesn't like living in 

Washington. NPR has already informed the White House of his decision. That would give President Obama 

his first appointment to the Supreme Court and many expect that justice to be a woman. 

 

05/01/09 

10pm 

New at 10…the Kansas House says no to cutting the pay of state employees.  The Appropriations 

committee suggested the cuts yesterday.  Members say it would have saved the state 40-million dollars.  

However many lawmakers including new Governor Mark Parkinson said it wasn't necessary.  Kansas 

employs some 42-thousand workers. 

 

05/04/09 

10pm 

Former Governor Sebelius fought against it for years; tonight the new Kansas Governor approves a coal 

plant for western Kansas.  Sunflower Electric wants to build the coal plant in Holcomb and the Governor's 

Office said Mark Parkinson reached out to Sunflower Electric the day he was sworn in, less than a week 

ago.  The two sides compromised; the company wanted to build two plants but will now only put up one.  

The agreement also means Sunflower Electric will build a wind farm.  The deal will only go through if 

state lawmakers pass a new energy plan that gives incentives for renewable energy sources. 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

05/07/09 

10pm 

The Obama administration insists it won't relocate terrorists from Guantanamo Bay to the U.S. but many 

people including Kansas Senator Pat Roberts don‟t believe it.  President Obama wants Guantanamo closed 

by January.  Some have suggested moving the prisoners to Fort Leavenworth in northeast Kansas.  Roberts 

says such a move could keep the senate busy for months.  Attorney General Eric Holder told Congress 

today the administration will not release anyone considered a terrorist into the country.  

 

05/08/09 

5pm 

The coal fired power plant bill just needs the Governor‟s signature.  State lawmakers overwhelmingly 

approved it.  Governor Mark Parkinson is expected to sign the bill; the plant will be built near Holcomb by 

Sunflower Electric. 

 

05/09/09 

10pm 

The Kansas Legislature finishes its work for the year; the House and Senate adjourned around 2:30 this 

morning.  Lawmakers passed several bills before heading home, they approved a plan to eliminate a  

3-hundred-28 million dollar budget deficit.  The plan leaves the state with just 17-thousand dollars in cash 

at the end of June 2010.  Lawmakers also approved a bill allowing school districts to supplement state aid 

with revenue from property taxes.  Finally a 0ill passed limiting how much land a city can annex without 

the owner's permission.  Governor Parkinson has ten days to sign or veto a piece of Legislation, if he 

doesn't sign it, it automatically becomes law. 

 

05/14/09 

10pm 

You may have never heard his name but Troy Findley is now the second in command in Kansas.  Governor 

Parkinson picked Findley as his Lieutenant Governor today; but he'll also keep his current job as the 

Governor's Chief of Staff.  Parkinson said Findley can help move the Kansas economy forward.  Findley 

said he does not plan to run for Governor in 2010.  Findley will not get a raise despite his promotion.  Go to 

www.kwch.com to learn more about him. 

 

05/18/09 

5pm 

The Kansas Attorney General said a state law restricting billboards that advertise for strip clubs and sex 

Shop‟s does not violate the First Amendment.  It's in response to a lawsuit filed by the Lion‟s Den adult 

superstore over its Abilene store.  The suit argued the state violates the first amendment.  Stephen Six said 

that the Lion‟s Den expression is not entitled to first amendment protection because it does not concern 

lawful activity. 

 

05/19/09 

5pm 

Kansas Senator Sam Brownback says it's not a case of not in my backyard; Brownback got a first-hand 

look at the Guantanamo bay prison last week and said there's no reason to transfer detainees to a location in 

the U.S.  President Obama wants Guantanmo Bay closed by January.  Some have suggested moving the 

prisoners to the military brig at Fort Leavenworth.  But Brownback says no other place in the world has the 

capabilities the U.S has developed at Guantanamo Bay.  Brownback says the courtroom alone cost  

4 million dollars; He promises to fight a pentagon request for 50 million to move detainees.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

POLITICS Q-2  

 

05/22/09 

10pm 

 Governor Parkinson signed and vetoed several other pieces of legislation today.  He signed an energy bill.  

The bill allows for one coal fired power plant in southwest Kansas.  The compromise allows for the 

construction of one plant near Holcomb instead of two.  The governor vetoed a bill limiting annexation.  

The bill would have put limits on the amount of land a city could annex without the owner's okay.  

Governor Parkinson also restored funding to Planned Parenthood of Kansas and mid-Missouri.  The group 

said the 250-thousand dollars the governor restored will not go toward abortions. 

 

05/23/09 

8am 

New this morning…Kansas now has the final pieces in place for a 13-billion dollar budget for the fiscal 

year that begins July first.  Governor Mark Parkinson signed two bills yesterday that will keep the budget 

from running a deficit.  One bill made 138-million dollars in spending cuts.  The other is a 61-million dollar 

tax bill that could waive penalties on some back taxes to get more Kansans to pay up.  But it also decreases 

some income tax credits. 

 
05/26/09 

10pm 

There were four finalists and all were women and in the end, President Obama chooses someone with a 

story similar to his.  Judge Sonia Sotomayor is the president's nominee to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Raised 

by a widowed mother in a New York housing project.  Sotomayor went on to Princeton and Yale.  She was 

a prosecutor and spent 17 years as a Federal court judge before President Clinton nominated her in 1997 for 

the 2nd circuit court of appeals. 

 

05/27/09 

10pm 

People in one Kansas town ask Senator Pat Roberts where terror suspects will be moved there.  There's talk 

that when Guantanamo Bay closes some suspects will move to the military base in Leavenworth.  Roberts 

held a town-hall meeting in front of a packed house tonight.  He took a lot of questions and many people 

expressed concern about closing Guantanamo Bay; Roberts said that worry is on the mark.  Before tonight's 

meeting Roberts toured the disciplinary barracks at Fort Leavenworth where the government could house 

the detainees. 

 

05/29/09 

10pm 

Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor admits using a poor choice of words when she highlighted her 

Hispanic heritage. That‟s according to the white house. During a speech in 2001, Sotomayor said, “I would 

hope that a wise Latina woman with the richness of her experiences would more often than not reach a 

better conclusion than a white male who hasn't lived that life." Critics say the quote points to bias. The 

White House says the quote has been taken out of context. Sotomayor says she was talking about her 

experiences growing up but says she could have chosen her words better. Sotomayor will meet with 

senators next week ahead of her confirmation hearing. On Thursday, Kansas Senator Pat Roberts became 

the first Senator to say he will vote against the president's nominee. 

 

05/30/09 

10pm 

President Obama keeps one of his campaign promises, not to the American people, but to his wife. The first 

couple made a quick trip to New York City for "date night." Following dinner at a West Village restaurant, 

the pair walked along with dozens of secret service agents and press to a Broadway Show. The president 

promised his wife he would take her to a play after the campaign was over. 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-2 

 

05/31/09 

10pm 

We're breaking into programming to bring you the latest in the murder of Doctor George Tiller. A gunman 

shot and killed the Wichita abortion provider at his church this morning. Tiller was shot as he served as an 

usher at the Reformation Lutheran church. Police arrested the suspect near Kansas City around one-30 this 

afternoon. We now go live to Wichita city hall where a news conference has just gotten underway. Mayor 

Carl Brewer expresses his deep sorrow to Dr. Tiller's family. "A tragic and callous act does not reflect 

character of this community"  Dep. Chief Stoltz got there about 4 minutes after the shooting and says Dr. 

Tiller died of a single gunshot wound. Live news conference main points:  1. Interviewing witnesses, 

limited to about 3-4 people because it happened in foyer outside of sanctuary 

 2. Vehicle description broadcast by the media   3. PD released photo of suspect internally to officers 

around the state.  4. 51 year old suspect stopped outside of Johnson county, without incident believe he's 

the one who shot tiller, also aggravated assault of 2 other men because he threatened and pointed a gun 

because they tried to intervene; definitely a targeted attack  Not releasing name of suspect until tomorrow... 

PD has lots of questions about him, his background, family, etc. 

 

06/02/09 

10pm 

It's almost inevitable that the president of the United States will have somewhat of an adversarial 

relationship with the media. But that doesn't extend to the first dog, does it? Today the white house press 

corps was enjoying a few moments with the Obama's dog Bo after the president left the area. All was fine, 

a lot of petting, cuddling and licking. Then Bo took a big interest in the microphone attached to a particular 

camera and like a good reporter after a big story, he just wouldn't let go. Fortunately, things turned out okay 

before animal control or the secret service had to be called in. 

 

06/03/09 

10pm 

Gay marriage will soon be legal in New Hampshire. The governor signed a bill making the granite state the 

sixth state to allow gay marriage. The new law protects religious groups that do not want to perform 

marriage ceremonies for same-sex couples. New Hampshire joins Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maine, 

Vermont and Iowa in allowing gay marriage. 

 

06/04/09 

10pm 

New at ten, abortion opponents in the Kansas Legislature are confident  

Doctor tiller's murder won't stop debate on the issue.  House Judiciary Chairman Lance Kinzer said 

lawmakers still must make sure abortion laws are being enforced.  Kinzer does not believe they are.  

Wichita representative Tom Sawyer said it would be good to have a legislative session without abortion 

coming up.  The Legislature reconvenes in January. 

 

06/05/09 

10pm 

Tomorrow is the 65th anniversary of d-day. The allied landing at Normandy was the beginning of the end 

for Nazi Germany. This weekend the men who stormed the beaches and those who tried to stop them gather 

to remember.  The survivors now in their 80's and 90's held a low-key ceremony at a local cemetery. A 

much larger ceremony takes place tomorrow with world leaders including President Obama in attendance. 

Workers set up chairs and television cameras as veterans and tourists walked among the rows of grave-

markers.   Nearly ten-thousand Americans are buried at Normandy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS- Q2 

 

06/06/09 

10pm 

One law investigators are looking at, the freedom of access to clinic entrances or face act. The law protects 

abortion providers and their patients. Congress passed and President Clinton signed the law in 19-94. We 

wanted to know how many people have been prosecuted for violating the face act. Between 19-94 and 2-

thousand-5, 71 people were convicted of violating the law. The Clinton administration prosecuted an 

average of 10 people per year. In 19-97 alone, 17 people were charged.  During President Bush's time in 

office, the number of prosecutions fell to an average of two a year. For more on the FACE act head 

towww.kwch.com  

 

06/07/09 

10pm 

Continuing coverage on the fate of the Wichita Boathouse, the city council decides this week whether to 

move the Kansas sports hall of fame to the empty building. The hall owes the city 100-thousand dollars in 

rent on its current location. Bill Koch says he'll pay for boathouse renovations then lease the building to the 

museum for one dollar a year. The city council votes on Tuesday. 

 

06/12/09 

10pm 

President Obama is expected to sign a bill regulating tobacco next week. It gives the FDA new power to 

regulate how cigarettes are made, marketed and sold.  Supporters say the new law could save thousands of 

lives each year.  Opponents say it will hurt tobacco companies during a recession. The bill passed the house 

and senate with large bi-partisan support. 

 

06/13/09 

10pm 

We cover the world in North Korea as that country promises to step up its nuclear bomb-making program.  

This comes after the United Nations approves new sanctions against the regime. The U-N resolution allows 

searches of North Korean ships suspect of transporting weapons.  North Korea says any such action would 

be an act of war. The communist regime has tested several missiles in recent weeks and conducted at least 

one underground nuclear test. 

 

06/14/09 

10pm 

Protesters clash with Iranian police for a second straight day. Thousands of people took to the streets upset 

over the presidential election's outcome.  Results show the incumbent president easily winning a second 

term. There are widespread allegations of fraud. While most western countries are not happy with the 

outcome.  Leaders in Iraq and Afghanistan praised the outcome.    

 

06/15/09 

10pm 

Kansas lawmakers are being urged to toughen up the punishment against first time DUI offenders by 

expanding use of vehicle ignition interlock devices. The driver breathes into the interlock device, which 

measures blood-alcohol content. A reading too high and the car won't start. Mothers against drunk driving 

are pushing for the interlocks to be used for all drunk driving offenders, including first time offenders. 

State law currently requires anyone convicted of 2 or more DUI‟s to use the interlocks for at least one year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-2 

 

06/16/09 

12noon 

The Wichita city council votes to defer raising your water and sewer rates. The water department wanted to 

raise base rates by one dollar for each water and sewer. It says the increases are needed because record 

rainfall had resulted in a budget shortfall. The revenue generated goes to help pay for the cities aquifer 

water storage system. Council members say this is not the time to raise rates. They say citizens are 

essentially being penalized for wet weather and conserving water, they asked the water department to come 

up with other alternatives. 

 

06/17/09 

6am 

The Wichita city council was asked to raise water and sewer rates today. They voted against the 

idea...saying now is not the time to ask citizens for more money. Eyewitness News reporter Kim Hynes 

joins us live to explain. With all of this rain we've been having...the Wichita water department says it‟s not 

going to generate enough revenue. So it wanted the city council to raise both water and sewer base rates by 

one dollar. The city makes the most money on water bills during the spring and summer. When it's wet, 

people use less water. The city council says by raising rates...they'd be penalizing citizens for using less 

water. Council members say that's not fair, especially when more than eleven thousand citizens are out of 

work. These are challenging times and we need to make sure we've explore all other avenues before we ask 

the community to pay for another increase. By generating less revenue, the water department will have a 

harder time paying for the aquifer storage and recovery project. That project will allow Wichita to have 

water 50 years from now. The mayor says that's important, but right now they have to consider what 

citizens are going through. The council asked the water department to come up with alternative ways to 

fund the aquifer storage and recovery project. They would prefer the funding not hinge on water and sewer 

rates. 

 

06/18/09 

6pm 

Lingering in the left lane on Kansas highways will soon get you a ticket. Starting July 1st, it'll be illegal to 

drive in the left lane unless you're trying to pass someone, make a left turn, or other situations that force 

you to move over. The law was enacted to stop slow drivers from staying in the left lane and bottling up 

highway traffic. Some hope the law will make highways safer by not making people pass on the right. 

Connie Chappell, a driving instructor says, "They may pull right back over you because they're driving so 

slow in that left lane.  So it's really dangerous to pass people on the right side because the blind spot is 

worse on the right." Fines will be sixty dollars plus court costs. The law won't apply if you're driving within 

any city limits. Law enforcement will hand out warnings for a year before fines are handed out. 

 

06/19/09 

5am 
It's now up to president Obama to sign a bill giving the military money to fight the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Eighty billion dollars would fund the two wars, but that's just part of the bill. It also includes 

money for a program that could pay you to buy a more fuel-efficient car. The program would give you up 

to 45-hundred dollars to trade your gas guzzler for a new more fuel efficient vehicle. 

 

06/20/09 

9am 

It's a pivotal day for Iran's opposition leader. After that Country's disputed elections. Supporters of 

opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi have planned a massive rally in Tehran today.  It comes as 

Mousavi is set to meet with Iran's Guardian Council... an unelected body of 12 clerics investigating claims 

of voter fraud. The election ended with current Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on top. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-2 

 

06/21/09 

10pm 

A rocket attack on the main u-s base in Afghanistan kills two soldiers. Six other Americans were hurt when 

militants fired on Bagram Air Base. The names of those killed have not been released. The Taliban claims 

responsibility for the attack. Eighty American soldiers have died in Afganistan so far this year. 

 

06/22/09 

5pm 

North Korea has been showing off its weapons. now South Korea is too. The country released this 

computer-generated graphic to show off its new missile. It's able to attack targets under water. The missile 

can be launched into the air from a naval ship, and then submerges itself underwater to release a torpedo.  

The missile took nine years to develop. 

 

06/23/09 

5pm 

The right to assemble and free speech, President Obama says if Iran's government wants the respect of the 

international community-it must respect those rights and the will of its people. The president used a Rose 

Garden news conference to say he's outraged by the violent crackdown on demonstrators in Iran. 17 people 

have been killed in protests since the presidential election earlier this month-including the young woman 

shown on video being shot down in the street. Republican critics say the president hasn't been tough 

enough on Iran-until now, “We were very clear in saying violence was unacceptable, that that was not how 

governments operate in respect to their people, so we have been consistent." The president also pushed his 

agenda at home, calling health care reform a necessity, not a luxury. 

   

06/24/09 

Noon 

He didn't take a hike through the Appalachians like he told his wife he was, instead he caught a plane to 

somewhere "exotic." South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford holds a  press conference this afternoon to answer 

questions  about why he was in Argentina during a  5-day absence, even his wife and  his  lt. Governor said 

they had no idea where he was. Sanford says he decided at the last minute to go to Argentina. This is 

reportedly not the first time the governor has ducked out of view. 

 

06/25/09 

6am 

The city of Wichita looks to change the way your trash is collected. Whether everyone uses one hauler, or 

the city chooses a preferred provider, the city manager says trash franchising can save everyone money. 

He's included it in his proposed budget for next year. But as eyewitness news reporter Kim Hynes explains, 

not all council members are on board. Wichita residents may soon have fewer trash haulers to choose from. 

I hate the idea. The idea of franchising, which means the city would contract with certain haulers to pick up 

your trash, for a set price. I don't know why the city is interfering with the system that's running fine right 

now. The city manager has proposed franchising to help solve the eight million dollar budget deficit.  He 

says charging hauler's franchise fees would generate one million dollars a year. It creates a new revenue 

stream that doesn't currently exist. Right now, trash prices vary depending on your provider.  The city says 

by franchising everyone would pay the same price and it would likely be cheaper than what you're paying 

now. It could be a good thing if we get one price for everybody.  It would be good. But city council 

member Paul Gray says the savings aren't worth taking away choices from the public. Save me money 

somewhere where it really affects my pocketbook, not my trash service. Kent Nichols says any savings 

would be helpful.  If he pays less for trash, he'll put that savings towards other expenses. Get ready to pay 

your water bill. Nichols will now wait to see what the city council decides on the future on his trash 

service. Kim Hynes, Eyewitness News. The Wichita city manager hasn't announced how the city would 

handle franchising. Once he presents his idea, the city council will vote on whether the change should 

happen. 
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06/26/09 

5am 

South Carolina‟s governor is reimbursing the state for a trip to Argentina last year. Mark Sanford says he 

went there for an economic development trip. He then admitted he met with his mistress while on the trip 

and now says that was quote, a mistake. Some republicans are calling for Sanford to resign for the sake of 

the party. 

 

06/27/09 

8am 

  Governor Mark Parkinson asks for an agricultural disaster declaration for three counties.  The request 

cites heavy rains, floods and a freeze in Sumner, Cowley and Cherokee Counties this spring. The 

designation would let farmers apply for emergency federal loans to help recover from crop damage. 

 

06/28/09 

5:30pm 

Wichita's city council will meet again this week to work out its own budget problems.  A special budget 

hearing is scheduled for Tuesday morning. The city needs to trim about eight million dollars from next 

year's budget. Last week the city manager outlined his plans.  The council is considering eliminating about 

100 positions, many of them who work to maintain city property.  The city could also raise some fees and 

cut hours at police sub-stations. 

 

06/29/09 

Noon 

And it's the final day on the job for the man she's replacing.  Justice David Souter and his colleagues 

exchanged fond farewells as he ended a career of nearly two decades at the supreme court. At the 

conclusion of the morning's business Monday, Souter expressed gratitude to his fellow justices for the 

strong relationships forged over the years. Souter retires and will return to his home in New 

Hampshire. 

 

06/30/09 

Noon 

  A Kansas mayor will go to trial after he's accused of animal cruelty.  Don Call is the mayor of McCune, 

Kansas in Crawford County.  Call is accused of shooting and killing two dogs in February.  He says the 

dogs were chasing children.  The dog's owner says her dogs were chained up at the time.  He's charged with 

2 felony counts of cruelty to animal.  Call did not seek re-election as mayor in April, but 98 write-in votes 

kept him in office. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

04/05/09 Guests: Timothy Geithner, Secretary of the United States Department of the Treasury 

(1); Lara Logan, CBS News, Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent (2); Perry Bacon, Staff 

Writer, The Washington Post (2) 

1) Topics include: current unemployment rate of 8.5% and whether or not a rise will 

necessitate the request for another stimulus from Congress / encouraging signs indicating 

possible economic recovery; recent forced removal of Rick Wagoner as CEO of General 

Motors (GM) / idea of a managed bankruptcy for GM / President Barack Obama‟s 

commitment to restructuring the auto industry; reaction to the  criticism that the Obama 

Administration is being tougher on the automotive industry than it is on financial 

institutions / plan to create public-private partnerships to purchase toxic assets, allowing 

banks to raise equity and start lending again / response to the claim that Secretary 

Geithner is unaware as to exactly how much money from the TARP fund has been 

funneled to the banks / ongoing commitment to transparency; refutation of a Washington 

Post article claiming that the Treasury Department is working on an arrangement which 

would allow banks and their executives to evade the limits set forth by Congress 

concerning executive compensation 

2) Topics include: reaction to the news that North Korea fired an inter-continental 

ballistic missile over Japan / Japan‟s response / President Obama and Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton‟s reaction to North Korea‟s action; review of President Obama‟s trip to 

Europe; Congress‟ focus on helping the economy and health care, resulting in climate 

change directives and cap-and-trade programs being  pushed to the back burner; General 

David Petraeus‟ recent trip to Capitol Hill, where he announced that more troops may be 

needed in Afghanistan next year 

 

04/12/09 Guests: Arturo Sarukhan, Mexico‟s Ambassador to the United States (1); Rajiv 

Chandrasekaran, Associate Editor, The Washington Post (2); David Sanger, Chief 

Washington Correspondent, The New York Times (2); Kathleen Parker, Syndicated 

Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (2) 

1) Topics include: Mexican Government‟s current war against the drug cartels / President 

Barack Obama‟s trip to Mexico this week / evidence of President Obama‟s commitment 

to a bilateral relationship with Mexico / belief that 90% of all weapons seized in Mexico 

come from the United States / reaction to the assertions made by the National Rifle 

Association (NRA) and the gun lobby that only 17% are coming from the United States / 

link between the lapse of the United States ban on assault weapons and the rise in assault 

weapons being seized in Mexico / call for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives (ATF) and the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to play a 

more prominent role along the border between Mexico and the United States / the 

effectiveness and importance of controlling illicit traffic moving in both directions along 

the border, in order to win the war against the drug syndicates / travel safety for 

Americans in Mexico / opinion regarding the legalization of marijuana 

2) Topics include: current situation regarding Captain Richard Phillips of the Maersk 

Alabama, taken hostage by pirates off the coast of Somalia / the number of failed state 

problems -- piracy in Somalia, North Korea‟s missile launch, current conditions in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan -- confronting President Obama; President Obama‟s 

announcement of a troop increase in Afghanistan / intelligence reports indicating that al 

Qaeda is in Afghanistan planning another attack on the United States / the paltry support 

President Obama received in Europe from NATO regarding America‟s mission 

Afghanistan / belief that al Qaeda is actually in Pakistan -- an American ally -- and the 

potential problem that creates; current economic news in the United States 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/19/09 Guests: David Axelrod, White House Senior Advisor (1); Governor Ed Rendell (D-PA) 

(2); Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President, National Rifle Association (2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: President Barack Obama‟s recent meeting and handshake with 

Venezuela‟s President Hugo Chavez at the Summit of the Americas / America‟s current 

and possible future relationship with Venezuela; America‟s present association with Cuba 

and what needs to be done by the Cuban government to improve relations between the 

two; the drug war in Mexico / slim possibility of reinstating the assault weapons ban at 

this time, due to other realities facing America; reaction to Pakistan‟s President Asif Ali 

Zardari recent signing of an agreement which ceded an entire territory of the country to 

the Taliban; response to criticism against the Obama Administration for releasing the 

CIA torture memos / President Obama‟s commitment to only  prosecute those agents of 

the U.S. government who acted outside the law and not those who acted on legal advice / 

belief that the enhanced interrogation techniques became a recruiting and propaganda 

tool for al Qaeda; promise of disclosure regarding the results for any of the banks that 

underwent the federal government stress test / April 15 anti-tax “tea parties”; the case of 

journalist Roxana Saberi, an Iranian-American convicted and sentenced in Iran for 

espionage 

2) Debate over the assault weapons ban: support for the ban to be reinstated / agreement 

with the Obama Administration‟s decision to focus not on the ban, but on the economy 

and healthcare at this time / the assault weapons ban as a phony issue / argument over 

what constitutes an assault weapon / belief that the ban will eventually be used to 

overturn the Second Amendment / reaction to the claim that 90% of all weapons seized in 

Mexico come from the United States / need for current gun laws to be better enforced 

 

04/26/09 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Ranking Member, Armed Services Committee 

(1); Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee (2); Tina 

Brown, Editor-in-Chief, The Daily Beast.com (3); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post 

(3) 

1) Topics include: President Barack Obama‟s release of memos outlining the 

interrogation methods used by President George W. Bush‟s administration / reiteration of 

his opposition to torture / explication as to why there should be no further investigation 

into America‟s use of enhanced interrogation techniques / need for the United States to 

move forward / reaction to former Vice President Dick Cheney‟s belief that more 

documents should be made public, so that the public will understand that the techniques 

used were necessary and successful / belief that releasing the memos threw some 

“gasoline on the fire” / opposition against appointing a special prosecutor to investigate 

and possibly prosecute any wrongdoing 

2) Topics include: support for the formation of a truth commission to investigate the 

memos and subsequent torture of terror suspects / reaction to criticism that further 

investigation will criminalize the political system / support for the release of 

Congressional briefings on torture / response to former Vice President Dick Cheney‟s call 

for the release of more memos / interest in speaking with former Vice President Cheney, 

but only if done so under oath / plan to hold hearings in the judiciary committee 

3) Topics include: release of the torture memos; review of President Barack Obama‟s 

first 100 days 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

04/05/09 “Closing The Clinic” - a report on how the economic crisis is affecting society‟s most 

vulnerable, the poor, who rely on public hospitals for care.  This report focuses on 

University Medical Center, a primary source of charity care in Las Vegas, Nevada, as it is 

forced by budget cuts to close services that are duplicated by private hospitals -- 

including its outpatient clinic for chemotherapy patients and what these patients and 

health care professionals are doing in the wake of this downsizing.  Interviewed are: 

Kathy Silver, CEO, University Medical Center; Dr. Nick Spiritos, Women‟s Cancer 

Center Foundation; and cancer patients Helen Sharp, Roy Scales, Livia Ralphs, Yolanda 

Coleman.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran, Catherine Herrick) 

“Torture In Iran” - an interview with Ahmad Btebi, one of the most famous dissidents 

in Iran, who describes how he was tortured during his eight years in an Iranian prison and 

how he was finally able to escape.  Also interviewed: Lily Mazahery, an Iranian-

American attorney; and Hadi Ghaemi, International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran.  

(C: Anderson Cooper - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“Dolly” - an interview with country music superstar Dolly Parton, who talks about her 

childhood, her career and the Broadway production of her film, “9 to 5”.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning, Diane Beasley) 

Correction: “The Internet Is Infected” (OAD: 03/29/09) 

Update: “Poisoned” (OAD: 03/29/09) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Weighs In On The National Debt” - Andy on millions, 

billions and trillions 

 

04/12/09 “The DEKA Arm” - a report on the DEKA arm, one of the breakthroughs of a Pentagon 

program called “Revolutionizing Prosthetics”.  This arm, one of the biggest innovations 

in prosthetics since World War II, provides amputees the ability to pick up small, delicate 

objects, something not available in arm prosthetics.  Currently heading to clinical trials, it 

may soon be available to the more than 200 veteran arm amputees from the Afghanistan 

and Iran conflicts.  Interviewed; Fred Downs, head of prosthetics, Veterans 

Administration; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, Army Colonel/neurologist; Dean Kamen, inventor; 

Chuck Hildreth, amputee/DEKA volunteer; Josh Bleill, leg amputee; and Jonathan 

Kuniholm, Duke University biochemical engineer/amputee.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise 

Schrier Cetta) 

“Gun Rush” - despite the current economic downturn, fear of tighter gun-control laws 

under the Obama administration have fueled an increase in gun and ammunition sales.  

At a Virginia gun show, gun proponents and anti-gun activists discuss why the public 

feels the need to possess guns and what could be fueling the sales, the gun show 

“loophole” in Virginia and 30 other states that allows people who are not gun dealers to 

sell firearms without background checks, and the Virginia Tech massacre.  Interviewed: 

Philip Van Cleve (gun proponent); Gerald Massengil, former Police Superintendent of 

Virginia; Lily Habtu, Virginia Tech survivor; Omar Samaha, brother of Virginia Tech 

victim Reema Samaha; and Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA).  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 

Shachar Bar-On) 

“Steve Wynn” - a profile of casino mogul Steve Wynn, who despite today‟s bad 

economy, has had to slash employees‟ pay and room prices but does whatever he has to 

do to get customers to his new hotel, Encore, which opened in 2008.  He reflects on how 

Las Vegas has changed from just a gambling town when he built the first luxury resort to 

a vacation destination; his business success; and retinitis pigmentosa, an eye disease that 

is slowly robbing him of his sight.  Also interviewed: Steve‟s wife and business partner, 

Elaine.  (C: Charlie Rose - P: Catherine Olian) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney: Conserve Our Resources” - Andy comments on 

the changing environment and admits he's part of the problem 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/19/09 “401K Recession” - recent losses in the stock market are drawing attention to the 

shortcomings of a retirement system that has jeopardized the financial security of 

millions: 401(k)s.  Originally they were planned as a savings plan to supplement Social 

Security and pensions and were never created to be the mainstay of workers‟ retirements, 

but became just that -- effectively replacing pension funds.  Interviewed are: investors 

Alan Weir, Kathleen Coleman, Terry and Donna McNally; David Wray, President, Profit 

Sharing/401k Council of America and lobbyist; Brooks Hamilton; and Rep. George 

Miller (D-CA).  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen) 

“Cold Fusion Is Hot Again” - a report on cold fusion - nuclear energy like that which 

powers the sun, but made at room temperatures on a tabletop, which in 1989, was 

presented as a revolutionary new source of energy that promised to be cheap, limitless 

and clean but was quickly dismissed as junk science.  Today, scientists believe that cold 

fusion, now most often called low temperature fusion or a nuclear effect, could lead to 

monumental breakthroughs in energy production.  Includes interviews with: Michael 

McKubre, electrochemist, SRI International; Richard Garwin, physicist; Rob Duncan, 

expert in measuring energy; and Martin Fleishman, electrochemist and originator of the 

term cold fusion.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) 

“Blood Brothers” - a profile of Francisco Rivera Ordonez and his younger brother, 

Cayetano -- the only brothers in Spanish history to be top matadors at the same time.  

Descended from a long line of bullfighters, Francisco has been fighting for thirteen years, 

while Cayetano, for only three. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon, Paul Bellinger) 

(see also "The Family Business" (OAD: 1/11/98), 60 MINUTES‟ initial profile of 

Francisco Rivera Ordonez) (OAD: 10/19/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Taxes: Have You Paid Your Fair Share?” - Andy has a solution 

for dealing with tax cheaters 

 

04/26/09 “Vice President Biden” - a profile of Vice-President Joe Biden after his first 100 days in 

office: how he‟s dealing with the transition; his adjustment from being a powerful senator 

to being the man standing behind the president; on being a team player; and his family. 

Included are interviews with President Barack Obama; Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 

and Biden‟s wife, Dr. Jill Biden.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“Powered By Coal” - a report on coal, American‟s most abundant and cheap fossil fuel. 

Coal generates nearly half the electricity in the United States and the world, but it is the 

dirtiest fuel of all when it comes to carbon dioxide or CO2 -- the leading greenhouse gas.  

The Obama administration has declared that CO2 is a threat to human health and plans to 

impose limits, but making coal safe will come at an astronomical cost.  During the 

campaign, both sides endorsed “clean coal” or carbon capture and sequestration 

technology.  Clean coal takes the carbon dioxide, turns it into a liquid and pumps it 

underground.  Virtually everyone agrees that this is the only way we have to make coal 

safe. Interviewed: Jim Rogers, CEO, Duke Energy; Jim Hansen, NASA climate scientist; 

Dan Kammen, physicist and energy expert; Joe Romm; and Floyd Robb.  (C: Scott Pelley 

- P: Joel Bach, David Gelber) 

“The Orphanage” - a visit to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, the Kenya-based 

orphanage for elephants who were abandoned when they were less than two years old.  

Includes interviews with: Dame Daphne Sheldrick, the orphanage founder who has been 

working with elephants for 50 years and Edwin Lusichi, head of the elephant keepers. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 04/09/06; 1st rebroadcast: 12/24/06; 2nd 

rebroadcast: 12/21/08 - a re-edited version.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Send It To Andy!” - Whether it's fudge, books or whistles, lots of 

stuff has landed in Andy‟s mailbox 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

04/04/09 PREEMPTION 

 

04/11/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “American Girl, Italian Nightmare” - a follow-up to “A 

Long Way From Home” (OAD: 04/12/08).  Amanda Knox, a 21-year-old American 

exchange student in Perugia, Italy, has now been on trial there for three months, charged -

- along with her Italian boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito -- with the November 2007 murder 

of Amanda‟s British roommate, Meredith Kercher.  Although a local thief, Rudy Guede, 

was tried and found guilty of the murder, he implicated Knox and Sollecito in the crime.  

Knox and Sollecito say they are innocent.  The prosecutor, Giuliano Mignini, maintains 

that all were part of a drug-fueled sex party that turned into a ritualistic satanic murder.  

Author Doug Preston recounts how, in 2006,  prosecutor Mignini accused him of being 

an accessory to the same type of murder, after he co-authored (with Mario Spezi) “The 

Monster of Florence,” a non-fiction account of a series of murders between 1974 and 

1985.  Preston and Spezi suspected a lone serial killer.  This contradicted Mignini‟s 

theory that a satanic sect was responsible for the murders.  The authors were accused of 

falsifying evidence and of being part of the satanic cult.  After an intense interrogation, 

Preston was released without charge; Spezi, after spending three weeks in prison, was 

also released. Mignini -- who follows the satanic conspiracy theories of Italian blogger 

Gabriella Carlizzi, a woman who claims to speak to a deceased priest -- continues as 

prosecutor in the Amanda Knox trial, although he himself is currently under indictment 

for a series of crimes, including abuse of office, obstruction of justice, and illegal 

wiretapping of journalists.  Amanda Knox faces a maximum sentence of life 

imprisonment; if she‟s convicted of murder there will be an automatic appeal.  Includes 

interviews with: Nick Pisa, British journalist; Edda Mellas and Curt Knox, Amanda‟s 

parents; Paul Ciolino, Chicago private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Paolo 

Sofriso, Italian investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Nathan Abraham, friend of 

Meredith Kercher; Dr. Larry Kobilinsky, forensic scientist; Doug Preston, author.  (C: 

Peter Van Sant - P: Joe Halderman, Doug Longhini) 

 

04/18/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: Death Without Mercy” (9:00 - 10:00pm) - On November 29, 

2005, firemen put out a fire in a house in Morgantown, West Virginia -- and discovered 

in a bedroom the charred remains of Jimmy Michael, who lived there with his second 

wife Shelly, a registered nurse.  A medical examiner‟s report found that Jimmy was dead 

before the blaze had even started, and that he had been injected with a lethal dose of a 

drug called rocuronium, used in hospital procedures when doctors need to temporarily 

paralyze muscles.  Police investigation led to the arrest of Shelly Michael for the murder 

of her husband.  At her trial, the jury found her guilty of first degree murder, but included 

a recommendation of mercy.  She will be eligible for parole in 2027.  Among those 

interviewed are: Shelly Michael; Paul Mezzanotte, Morgantown police detective; 

Stephanie Estel, first wife of Jimmy Michael; Dennis and Ruth Michael, parents of 

Jimmy Michael.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Tim Gorin)  (OAD: 01/05/08.  First rebroadcast: 

07/19/08 - includes brief updated text graphic at the conclusion.  This 04/18/09 second 

rebroadcast includes a brief further updated text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

04/18/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Curious Case of Colonel Shue” (10:00 - 11:00pm) - In 

April 2003, Air Force Colonel Philip Shue died in a violent car crash when his vehicle 

struck some trees alongside a Texas interstate highway.  When his body was first pulled 

from the car, investigators found that there was a six-inch vertical gash in his chest, both 

his nipples had been removed, and duct tape was wrapped around both his wrists and his 

boots.  After a year of investigation, all the agencies involved -- the Air Force, and both 

local and state police -- agreed that Col. Shue, a psychiatrist, had suffered a psychological 

breakdown and committed suicide.  A grand jury, convened at the request of the district 

attorney, found no evidence of any crime and believed the ruling of suicide should stand.  

However, Tracy Shue, his widow, is adamant in her insistence that her husband had been 

abducted and tortured, and had then somehow broken free.  Tracy thinks that Philip‟s first 

wife, Nancy, who still held insurance policies on his life worth one million dollars, 

should be investigated.  Nancy had refused to cancel these policies, even after Philip 

claimed that he had received an anonymous letter warning him of a plot against his life 

by Nancy and her current husband, Donald Timpson.  Nancy was also a board-certified 

sex therapist who had studied the practice of sadomasochism.  Two months after Philip‟s 

death, Tracy filed a civil lawsuit seeking to prevent Nancy from collecting the million 

dollar death benefit, and seeking damages from the insurance companies for not 

previously canceling the policies.  As part of the lawsuit, Tracy‟s lawyers demanded that 

Nancy answer their questions, but she took the Fifth Amendment more than twenty times, 

refusing to answer any questions about murder or motives or torture.  In 2008, the civil 

lawsuit went to trial.  Nancy had been dropped as a defendant, as had one of the 

insurance companies.  Both Nancy and Tracy received million dollar death settlements of 

Philip Shue‟s policies.  With regard to damages, the presiding judge ruled in favor of the 

insurance company.  But he also ruled that the evidence considered by the Court 

substantiated a finding that the death of Philip Shue was indeed a homicide.  Nancy Shue 

declined repeated requests from 48 HOURS to be interviewed.  No law enforcement 

agency has ever named her or her husband as suspects or persons of interest in the case.  

Includes interviews with: Tracy Shue, widow of Philip Shue; Nina Williard, friend of 

Tracy and Philip; Doctor Vincent Di Maio, chief medical examiner, Bexar County, 

Texas; Dr. Cyril Wecht, pathologist; Joe Moura, private investigator and 48 HOURS 

consultant; Lieutenant Roger Anderson, lead officer for the military‟s investigation of the 

case; George Brown, friend of Philip Shue.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Peter Henderson) 

 

04/25/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Craigslist: Classified For Murder?” -  a special broadcast 

devoted to the Craigslist murder investigation, examining the crimes and evidence, as 

well as the psyche of accused killer, Philip Markoff.  Featured are: 1) a report by Richard 

Schlesinger on the suspect Philip Markoff, including interviews with friends Morgan 

Houston and Andrew Hookway, plus a forensic psychiatrist Dr. Michael Welner, who 

believes Markoff was not leading a double life but suddenly embarked on a crime spree.  

2) Peter Van Zant obtains details about the case with Boston Globe reporter Maria 

Cramer and private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant Joe Moura.  Prosecutors 

traced an e-mail to an IP address which led them to the suspect.  Police also located a gun 

hidden in a textbook and trophies from the victims.  Also, an interview with Trisha 

Leffler, a Las Vegas prostitute who advertised on Craigslist and was the first victim: 

robbed at gunpoint by the suspect four days before the murder of Julissa Brissman.  3) 

Harold Dow reports on the dark side of the digital world.  Included are interviews with: 

an erotic masseuse who says business started booming after she placed an ad on 

Craigslist; with Kristin Davis, a New York City madam who claims she hired Brissman 

to do high-end erotic massage; and with Cook Country (Chicago) Sheriff Thomas Dart 

who wants Craigslist shut down.  4) Correspondent Troy Roberts with a report on the 

similar tragedy of 13-year old Christina Long who met grown men in online chat rooms 

and was murdered by someone she met online seven years ago.  Included is an interview 

with Craigslist CEO Jim Buckmaster who says that users self-police the site and that it is 



 

 

safe.  5) a report on the life of murder victim Julissa Brissman, a 25-year-old former 

alcoholic, trying hard to get her life back on track, training to become a substance abuse 

counselor.  Teacher Jack Bennett and fellow student Robert Turner are interviewed by 

Daniel Sieberg.  (C: Peter Van Sant, Richard Schlesinger, Troy Roberts, Harold Dow, 

Daniel Sieberg - P: Peter Henderson, Paul LaRosa, Allen Alter, Patti Aronofsky, Avi 

Cohen, Larry Warner, Joshua Yager, Doug Longhini, Alec Sirken, Lisa Freed, Liza 

Finley, Josh Gelman) 

 



 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 
 

04/26/09 “Poverty: A Time For Sharing” - A presentation and discussion on poverty in Africa, 

Asia, and Latin America and how Protestant, Catholic and Mennonite Christians, Jews 

and Muslims -- all sharing a common thread of responding to immediate need and 

empowering indigenous peoples so they can control their own lives -- serve the poor and 

confront world poverty.  1) In Africa, a poor child dies of malaria every thirty seconds.  

Rick Reilly, sports columnist; Elizabeth McKee Gore of the UN Foundation; and Bishop 

Thomas Bickerton of the United Methodist Church, discuss “Nothing But Nets” -- a 

grassroots campaign to save lives by raising awareness and funds to purchase and 

distribute bed nets and save lives.  2) American Jewish World Service works with 400 

non-governmental grassroots groups in 36 countries.  President Ruth Messinger discusses 

working on behalf of underprivileged children in India and volunteer Julia Kaminsky 

speaks of her work in El Salvador.  3) Arli Klassen, Executive Director of the Mennonite 

Central Committee (MCC) presents a mobile health clinic in Laos; and Jim Bowman, 

former MCC representative in Kenya describes how building a dam provides a Kenyan 

village with drinking water in the dry spell.  The work of the MCC -- across 66 countries 

-- stresses service to the poor and non-violence in all conflicts.  4) Islamic Relief (IR) 

serves the world‟s poor in 35 countries.  Natasha Issak, a fundraiser; and operations 

manager Yousef Abdallah, discuss training programs set up in Afghanistan to empower 

the enormous number of widows and orphans created by decades of war.  IR‟s work at a 

refugee camp in Sudan is also described.  5) Annemarie Reilly, chief of staff of Catholic 

Relief Services (CRS), the worldwide relief arm of the U.S. Catholic Church, describes 

CRS work in response to the 2004 tsunami in Indonesia; ongoing work in Ethiopia; 

working with Mother Teresa‟s Missionaries of Charity; and the holistic approach used to 

serve HIV positive people in Zambia.  (Producer & Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Associate 

Producer: Mary Catherine Brouder.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. Blessington.  

Produced in consultation with: National Council of Churches; United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops; Islamic Society of North America; Union for Reform Judaism; New 

York Board of Rabbis.) 
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FACE THE NATION 
 

05/03/09 Guests: Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services 

(1); Janet Napolitano, Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security (1); Dr. Richard 

Besser, Acting Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (1); Senator 

Arlen Specter (D-PA) (2) 

1) Topics include: current situation in the United States with regards to the new Influenza  

A(H1N1)  strain (swine flu) / support for the response by the U.S. Government to the 

outbreak / belief that prior research and planning will hopefully minimize the impact / 

goal to have a vaccine by the Fall of 2009 / definition of pandemic / steps for people to 

take to contain the spread of this disease 

2) Topics include: factors behind his decision to switch political parties and become a 

Democrat / criticism of the far-right activist group “Club for Growth”, which campaigns 

against moderate Republicans in primary races / assurance that his party change does not 

guarantee an automatic vote for President Barack Obama; speculation as to what type of 

nominee President Obama will seek to replace retiring Supreme Court Judge David 

Souter / desire to see someone with work experience beyond the legal profession as a 

nominee; commitment to increase funding for medical research; belief that the 

Republican Party needs to become more inclusive 

 

05/10/09 Guest: Dick Cheney, former Vice President 

Topics include: his decision to speak out against President Barack Obama and his 

Administration / reasoning behind the belief that the Obama Administration has made 

America more vulnerable to terrorist attacks in the homeland / support for former 

President George W. Bush and his Administration‟s policies regarding the terrorist 

surveillance program and enhanced interrogation techniques -- such as waterboarding -- 

for al Qaeda terrorists / assertion that memos written by the CIA, which lay out the 

successes of those policies, exist and therefore should be released / conviction that those 

who oppose these policies and believe that they ultimately weaken security, are prepared 

to sacrifice American lives / level of former President Bush‟s knowledge and 

authorization as to the extent of the program / no regrets whatsoever as to the policies and 

procedures implemented post September 11th / willingness to speak to Congress, under 

the right circumstances, about the intelligence program under former President Bush; 

support for General Petraeus‟ belief that Pakistan‟s nuclear weapons are secure / 

Pakistan‟s commitment to beating the Taliban in their country; success in Afghanistan 

will be achieved when they are able to control all of their sovereign territory / support for 

President Obama‟s decision to commit additional troops to Afghanistan; President 

Obama‟s decision to close the Guantanamo Bay prison and how the uproar against 

allowing future released prisoners into the United States is a graphic demonstration as to 

the importance of keeping Guantanamo Bay open; the current state of the Republican 

Party / room for moderates does exist within the party / reaction to conservative radio 

personality Rush Limbaugh‟s recent statement that the party would be better off without 

General Colin Powell and the rebuttal from General Powell, that the party would be 

better off without Mr. Limbaugh as a spokesman / General Powell‟s decision to endorse 

President Obama during the election indicates his lack of loyalty and interest in the 

Republican Party 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/17/09 Guests: Representative Peter King, (R-NY) (1); Anthony Romero, Executive Director, 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) (1); John Dickerson, CBS News Political 

Analyst, Chief Political Correspondent, Slate Magazine (2); Joan Biskupic, Supreme 

Court Correspondent, USA Today (2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: thoughts on President Barack Obama‟s decision to continue military 

tribunals for Guantanamo Bay detainees and his promise of a new system that guarantees 

more legal rights for detainees / thoughts on the new rules regarding evidence: none 

gleaned from harsh interrogation techniques will be admissible in court... some hearsay 

will / the effectiveness of the tribunals / belief that the ACLU‟s role is to attack and tear 

down America‟s government / pros and cons of having the tribunals under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Defense, as opposed to the Department of Justice; 

President Obama‟s decision to reverse his original decision authorizing the release of 

thousands of interrogation photos depicting abuse / potential fears as to how the release 

of the photos could endanger American troops / issues of transparency and accountability 

with regards to the United States‟ treatment of detainees / support for and against the 

release of the photos; support for former Vice President Dick Cheney‟s wish to have 

memos written by the CIA, which lay out the successes of enhanced interrogation 

techniques, be made public; what should happen to the prisoners left at Guantanamo Bay, 

once it is closed in January 2010 / belief that President Obama will change his mind 

about closing Guantanamo Bay 

2) Topics include: thoughts on what qualifications and criteria the Obama Administration 

is looking into with regards to choosing a Supreme Court nominee to replace Judge 

David Souter / how President Obama‟s prior experience and extensive knowledge will 

impact the decision making process / overview of potential nominees 

 

05/24/09 Guests: General Colin Powell, former Secretary of State and former Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff (1); Dr. Alvin Poussaint, Psychiatrist, Harvard University Medical 

School (2) 

1) Topics include: reaction to comments made by former Vice President Dick Cheney, 

stating that he would choose Rush Limbaugh over General Powell politically and that 

General Powell has left the Republican Party / current state of the Republican Party / 

need for the Republican Party to look inward in order to determine its future course / 

reaction to a comment made by Mr. Limbaugh, declaring that General Powell‟s support 

of President Barack Obama in the election was racially motivated; support for the closing 

of Guantanamo Bay / assertion that former President George W. Bush also wished to 

close Guantanamo Bay / belief that America‟s prison system would be able to handle an 

influx of prisoners / need for President Obama to present a plan to Congress which would 

combat the internal home resistance to bringing the prisoners into the United States / 

belief that America is more secure since September 11th / assertion that although 

Republicans advocate limited government, they have not cut much government and have 

in fact, created more since September 11th / support for effective and responsible 

government; his level of knowledge regarding the harsh interrogation techniques 

employed by the Bush Administration; importance of Memorial Day 

2) Continuing coverage of “CBS REPORTS: Children Of The Recession”, the CBS 

News series which looks at the impact of the recession on the nation‟s young.  Topics 

include: need for children to feel safe, secure, and protected and how the economic 

downturn makes them feel the opposite / with the downturn, an increase in child abuse, 

child neglect, and domestic violence / comparisons between this crisis and the impact of 

the Great Depression / advice for parents / the positive side of this economic crisis -- 

families coming together and sharing with others 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/31/09 Guests: Senator Jon Kyl (R-AZ) (1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) (1); Bob 

Woodward, The Washington Post (2); David Brooks, The New York Times (2) 

1) The Supreme Court nomination of Federal Appeals Judge Sonia Sotomayor.  Topics 

include: the controversy over her “Latina woman” quote from a speech eight years ago, 

where she hopes that a Latina woman, based on her experiences, would reach a better 

conclusion that a white male who hadn‟t lived that life / why some find the statement 

troubling / Judge Sotomayor‟s background / reaction to statements made by Rush 

Limbaugh on his radio program, calling her a racist / clarification regarding the factors 

behind her appointment by the first President George H. W. Bush / interest from both 

Republican and Democrats over her difficult-to-determine stance on abortion rights / 

controversy over the ruling in the Ricci case -- white firefighters from Connecticut, who 

were denied promotions, even though they took and passed a promotion test, because no 

African-Americans passed the test 

2) Topics include: the way President Barack Obama views race as opposed to Judge 

Sotomayor / her record on cases dealing with racial discrimination / the politics inherent 

in the confirmation hearing / belief that empathy does figure in how judges decide / the 

Ricci case; impact of General Motors‟ decision to go into bankruptcy 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

05/03/09 “Amazon Crude” - a report on Ecuadoreans who are suing oil giant Chevron, the owner 

of Texaco, because they say oil drilling in the Amazon jungle by Texaco polluted their 

fragile environment.  Interviewed: Manuel Salinas, who is suing Chevron; Doug 

Beltman, who worked for the EPA on Superfund sites and is the scientific expert for the 

people suing Chevron; Stephen Donziger, New York lawyer who is the driving force 

behind the lawsuit; Silvia Garrigo, Chevron‟s manager of global issues and policy; Juan 

Nunez, Ecuadorian Judge presiding over the case.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Draggan 

Mihailovich) 

“Reeducating Bin Laden’s Disciples” - a report on a reformation program in Saudi 

Arabia, designed to re-educate jihadists formerly loyal to Osama bin Laden, after they are 

released from the prison camp at Guantanamo Bay.  Interviewed: Khalid al Jhani, former 

disciple of Osama bin Laden; Major General Yousef Mansour, top aide to Prince Nayif, 

the head of Saudi Internal Security; Dr. Abdul Rahman al Hadlaq; Chris Boucek of the 

Carnegie Endowment, who has studied Saudi Arabia‟s internal security programs; Dr. 

Turki Oetayan, a western educated psychologist; Dr. Awad al Yami, who helps patients 

through art therapy; Sheik Ahmad Gelan, Muslim cleric. (C: David Martin - P: Mary 

Walsh) 

“All In The Family” - a profile of the Antinori family of Italy, who have been making 

wine for six centuries and whose domain stretches from the legendary vineyards of 

Tuscany and Umbria, to their property in California‟s Napa Valley.  In the absence of a 

male heir, the Antinori daughters are now running the business with their father.  (C: 

Morley Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 10/12/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Counts Everything” - Are you a compulsive counter?  

Andy shares his secret 

 

05/10/09 “America’s New Air Force” - a report on the U.S. military‟s use of the Reaper and the 

Predator, un-manned and often-armed aircraft, to track and destroy the enemy.  These 

drones are sometimes controlled from bases thousands of miles away from the 

battlefront.  Interviewed: Colonel Chris Chambliss and Lieutenant Colonel Chris Gough, 

former F-16 combat pilots who are now operating the drones from Creech Air Force base 

in Nevada; General Norton Schwartz, Chief of Staff of the Air Force.  (C: Lara Logan - 

P: Max McClellan, Jeff Newton) 

“The Perfect Spy” - a report on the life and death of Ashraf Marwan, claimed by both 

Israelis and Egyptians to be their greatest spy.  Interviewed: author Howard Blum, who 



 

 

came upon Marwan while writing a book on the Yom Kippur War; Major General 

Aharon Farkash, former Director of Military Intelligence for Israel; Aharon Levran, 

formerly one of Israel‟s highest ranking intelligence officers; Dr. Abdel Monem Said, one 

of Egypt‟s top national security experts; Gamal Marwan, Ashraf‟s son.  (C: Steve Kroft - 

P: Ira Rosen, Sumi Aggarwal) 

“Stat Man” - an interview/profile of Bill James.  Employed as the senior adviser for 

baseball operations for the Boston Red Sox, James is the inventor of sabermetrics -- a 

new way of analyzing baseball statistics through objective evidence.  Among those 

interviewed are NBC commentator Bob Costas and Red Sox manager Terry Francona.  

(C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran) (OAD: 03/30/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “It's Graduation Time” - Though the job market is scary right now, 

Andy reflects on why grads should rejoice 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/17/09 “Secretary of War” - an interview with Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates who 

discusses the war in Afghanistan with Katie Couric, who accompanied him to Egypt, 

Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“AIG, We Own It” - an interview with Edward Liddy, who took over the reins of out-of-

control American International Group, the failed insurance giant to which the government 

has made $180 million available in aid.  Liddy discusses how he plans to save the 

company and pay back the government.  Also interviewed: Rich Ferlauto, Director of 

Pension Investments for the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 

Employees; Frank Partnoy, law professor at the University of San Diego and an expert on 

the kinds of complicated financial derivatives that ruined AIG.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy 

Court, Keith Sharman) 

“Vogue, Anna Wintour” - an interview with Vogue Editor Anna Wintour.  Also 

interviewed: Andre Leon Talley, Vogue Editor-At-Large; Grace Coddington, Vogue 

Creative Director; Designers Karl Lagerfeld, Nicholas Ghesquire, John Galliano; Bernard 

Arnault, owner of Dior and chairman of LVMH, the largest luxury conglomerate in the 

world.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Ruth Streeter) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney: I'm Staying Home” - Andy explains why he is not 

flying the friendly skies this summer 

 

05/24/09 “Buy American” - a report on the “buy American” clause included in the economic 

stimulus package passed by Congress this week.  Fought hard for by the steel industry, it 

mandates that any infrastructure project paid for with stimulus dollars must use steel 

made in the USA and not cheaper imports.  American businesses that export overseas 

now worry foreign governments will retaliate and keep U.S. products out of their market, 

thus hurting their business.  Interviewed: Dan Dimicco, CEO of Nucor, the United States‟ 

biggest steel maker; Doug Jellison, Nucor plant manager; cold saw operator Jeremy 

Davis; and Jim Owens, CEO of Caterpillar.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

(OAD: 02/15/09) 

“Sergeant Bill” - an interview/profile of Bill Jakob who, with a badge purchased on the 

Internet, managed to fool the people of Gerald, Missouri into believing that he was an 

undercover federal agent and member of the “Multi-Jurisdictional Narcotics Task Force” 

and had been sent to clean up the town in a county with one of the highest number of 

methamphetamine labs in the country.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Kyra Darnton) (OAD: 

11/02/08) 

“Wine Rx” - a report about resveratrol, a substance in red wine that scientists believe 

might do more than just protect the heart. They think it could, in very high 

concentrations, significantly extend life by preventing a number of age-related illnesses. 

If they are right, we all may soon be taking a pill that could give us an extra decade or 

two of healthy old age. Interviewed: Dr. Christoph Westphal and biochemist David 

Sinclair who founded Sirtris, a Cambridge, Massachusetts research company; Dr. Richard 

Weindruch, who heads up the study of the calorie intake of rhesus monkeys at the 

National Institutes of Health Study at the University of Wisconsin; Ricki Colman, project 

leader of the aforementioned study. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran, Katy 

Textor) (OAD: 01/25/09) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “A Memorial Day Worth Remembering” - what Memorial Day 

means to Andy  (OAD: 05/29/05) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/31/09 “Your Bank Has Failed” - an examination of what happens when a bank fails, as 60 

MINUTES is granted exclusive access to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation‟s 

takeover of Heritage Community Bank in Glenwood, Illinois -- a Chicago suburb.  

Interviewed: Sheila Bair, Chairman of the FDIC; Cheryl Bates, Arthur Cook, Rickey 

McCullough, FDIC agents; Audrey and Bill Hess, Heritage Community Bank customers; 

and Mitchell Feiger, CEO of MB Financial, which bought Heritage.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Henry Schuster) (OAD: 03/08/09) 

“The War In Pakistan” - a report on the conflicts in Pakistan, featuring an interview 

with President Asif Ali Zardari.  The Muslim nation, whose support is critical to the U.S. 

mission in Afghanistan, is not only broke and embroiled in another crisis with its arch 

enemy India, it's also now at war with Muslim extremists trying to destroy the 

government.  This growing insurgency, run by the Taliban and al Qaeda, is threatening 

the stability of a key U.S. ally that is believed to have as many as a hundred nuclear 

weapons.  Also interviewed: General Tariq Khan, commander of Pakistan‟s forces in the 

tribal territories; Bruce Riedel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institute, who has spent 

thirty years as a CIA analyst and has advised President Barack Obama on the situation in 

Pakistan; and Khalid Khawaja, former Pakistani intelligence officer and friend of Osama 

bin Laden.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Draggan Mihailovich) (OAD: 02/15/09 - includes an 

update.) 

“Michael Phelps” - an interview/profile of swimmer Michael Phelps, who won an 

historic eight gold medals at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.  Includes comments from his 

coach, Bob Bowman; his agent, Peter Carlisle; and his mother, Debbie.  (C: Anderson 

Cooper - P: Draggan Mihailovich) (OAD: 11/30/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney's Daily Pleasure” - Life for Andy wouldn't be the 

same without his daily ration of newspapers (OAD: 03/15/09) 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

05/02/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Dark Voyage” - A report on the November 2004 murders of 

Tom and Jackie Hawks, an Arizona couple who were killed in a well-thought-out, 

diabolical plot.  Former child actor Skylar Deleon feigned interest in buying the couple‟s 

yacht and, with the help of accomplices Alonso Machain (a prison guard) and John 

Fitzgerald Kennedy (a Los Angeles gang member), killed them during a test cruise by 

tying them to an anchor and throwing them overboard from the yacht off Southern 

California.  During the cruise, the Hawks had been forced to sign over ownership of their 

yacht and power of attorney for their bank accounts.  Police investigation also revealed 

the involvement of Deleon‟s wife, Jennifer, in the murder plot.  Deleon was found guilty 

of murder and sentenced to death.  His wife was found guilty of first degree murder and 

sentenced to two life terms in prison.  Kennedy was also found guilty and sentenced to 

death.  Machain, who made a full confession, has not been tried; he‟s hoping for 

leniency.  Included are interviews with: Dave Byington, a Newport Beach, CA detective; 

Ryan and Matt Hawks, Tom Hawks‟ sons; Jim Hawks, Tom‟s brother; Skylar Deleon, the 

mastermind; Orange County Prosecutor Matt Murphy.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: James 

Stolz) 

 

05/09/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Catch Her If You Can” - A profile of Esther Elizabeth Reed 

-- also known as Natalie Fisher, Natalie Bowman, Brook Henson and Jennifer Myers.  

Since 1999, this high school dropout from a small Montana town assumed at least four 

different identities; scammed her way into Harvard and Columbia, and stole over 

$100,000 in student loans.  In 2006, a federal grand jury in South Carolina handed down 

an indictment charging her with felony identity theft (in relation to missing person Brook 

Henson) and student loan fraud.  In February 2008, she was finally arrested in a Chicago 

suburb.  She pled guilty to four felonies, and was sentenced to fifty-one months in federal 

prison.  She is scheduled to be released in October 2011. Despite pleading guilty, she 



 

 

could still be charged in other cases.  Includes interviews with: Esther Reed; Steve 

Rambam, private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; John Bridge, U.S. Marshal; 

Walt Wilkins, a U.S. attorney; Edna Strom, Esther Reed‟s sister; E.J. Reed, her brother; 

Jim Therriault, her English teacher; Natalie Fisher, sister of Esther‟s former boyfriend; 

Brandy Olson, college friend of Esther Reed/ “Natalie Fisher”; John Brushke, debate 

coach, California State Fullerton; Frank Abagnale, former con man; Bita Shaghaghi, 

college roommate of Esther Reed / “Natalie Bowman”; Mitch Avila, professor, California 

State Fullerton;  Lisa Henson, aunt of the real Brook Henson; John Campbell, South 

Carolina detective; Ann Fitz, attorney for Esther Reed.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Paul 

LaRosa, Chris O‟Connell)  (See also: “Capture the Queen” OAD: 12/01/07) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/16/09 48 HOURS MINI-MYSTERY (untitled) - a six-part, edited version of “Murder For 

Hire?” (OAD: 05/13/99) and its follow-up, “Justice For Sheila” (OAD: 01/31/00).  Sheila 

Bellush of Sarasota, Florida, was brutally murdered in front of her young children.  

Police investigation led to the arrest and conviction of her ex-husband, Allen 

Blackthorne, and three accomplices. Correspondent: Peter Van Sant.  The six separate 

segments are spaced and aired within CRIMETIME SATURDAY, a two-hour program 

block of encore episodes of various CBS Entertainment series.  Each of the six segments 

of this serialized version is approximately two-to-three minutes in duration.  The 

cumulative duration is approximately 15 minutes. 

 

05/16/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Daddy’s Girl” - On July 19, 2007, Timothy MacNeil, a 

prominent defense attorney, was shot to death in his San, Diego, California home.  The 

only witness was his 17-year-old stepdaughter, Brae Hansen, who was found tied up at 

the scene.  She told police that a masked gunman had broken in and committed the 

murder, but had left her alive.  However, further police interrogation of Hansen led to her 

arrest as a suspect; and she also implicated her brother, Nathan Gann, in the murder.  

Both suspects confessed separately to participation in plotting the murder of their 

stepfather, but each accused the other of being the instigator.  They were both charged 

with first degree murder by means of lying in wait -- a special circumstance that carries a 

mandatory life sentence.  Nathan went on trial in November 2008; it resulted in a hung 

jury.  Prosecutors then made the decision to try the siblings at the same time, in the same 

courtroom, but with two separate juries.  Both Hansen and Gann were found guilty by 

their respective juries.  They will both be sentenced on June 19 (2009).  Includes 

interviews with: Brae Hansen, MacNeil‟s stepdaughter; Nathan Gann, MacNeil‟s 

stepson; Kim Mara-Bieda, MacNeil‟s girlfriend; J.C. Smith and Brett Burkett, San Diego 

homicide investigators; Rick MacNeil, Timothy‟s brother; Erin MacNeil Ellison, 

daughter of Timothy MacNeil; Ricardo Garcia, Nathan‟s defense attorney; Troy Britt, 

Brae‟s defense attorney.  (C: Tracy Smith - P: Marcelena Spencer, Gayane Keshishyan, 

Ira Sutow) 

 

05/23/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Mortgage And The Murder” - For nearly a year, 

twenty-year-old Renee Ohlemacher was suspected in the murder of her parents, 

Bernadette and Greg, who were shot in their Albuquerque, New Mexico home on the 

early morning of August 2, 2005.  Renee says that, upon hearing the gunshots, she hid in 

a closet and called the police.  Certain that the killer knew the couple, investigators began 

questioning her every move.  Her family also had their doubts about her innocence -- she 

was set to inherit nearly $1 million from a life insurance policy purchased by her mother.  

However, no physical evidence linked Renee to the crime.  Then, nearly a year later, it 

was discovered that Ron Santiago, the murdered couple‟s mortgage broker, had once 

owned a 9-millimeter Ruger handgun, the same type of gun that had killed the 

Ohlemachers.  Police searched his home and found a 9-millimeter shell casing in a bag in 

his garage.  Santiago was arrested, charged and jailed for the murder, but was later 

released on bail because of a judge‟s ruling that the search of Santiago‟s house was 

illegal.  This decision is being appealed by the District Attorney. Meanwhile, Ohlemacher 

family members still believe that Renee carried out a plan to murder her parents, and that 

the true killer is still at large.  They have filed a civil suit against both Renee and Ron 

Santiago in their search for answers.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Paul LaRosa) (OAD: 

11/22/08) 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/30/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Blood and Money On Horseshoe Bay” - a report on the 

November 2005 murder of Charlie White, a larger-than-life Texas millionaire who lived 

a lavish lifestyle in Horseshoe Bay, Texas.  When police were called to White‟s lakeside 

mansion, they found his body, which had been brutally beaten, with an extension cord 

wrapped around his neck several times.  By first impression, White was a very likeable 

person, but as police investigated his murder, a darker image of White emerged -- one of 

a cruel man with a dangerous mean streak sharpened by arrogance, alcohol, and women.  

With an unbridled passion for the fairer sex, White bedded and rated the sexual prowess 

of over a thousand women, including strippers, prostitutes, and even the girlfriends of his 

own son Darin, who Charlie used to pick up women to fulfill his needs.  As the murder 

investigation unfolded, police focused on the troubled relationship between father and 

son and soon settled on Darin as the main suspect.  When Darin voluntarily came in for 

questioning, he admitted to being with Charlie the night he died.  Darin claimed that after 

a trip to Wal-Mart, they returned home, where he and his father got into an argument that 

turned dangerously violent -- Darin believed that his father was going to kill him.  After 

Darin beat and choked his father, he went upstairs to bed and the next morning, drove to 

his mother‟s house in New Mexico.  But the Texas Rangers didn‟t buy Darin‟s story and 

found no evidence to show that 73-year-old Charlie put up a fight at all.  Arrested for his 

father‟s murder, prosecutors maintained that it was a case of premeditated murder.  But 

Darin‟s attorney, Eddie Shell, maintained that it was a misdemeanor murder and a crime 

of sudden passion, which carries a much lighter sentence.  Shell believed that Darin 

exploded and killed his father in a fit of rage -- one that was brought on by years of 

torment and physical abuse.  In the end, the jury sentenced Darin White to twenty years 

confinement in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice Institutional Division for the 

murder of his father, Charlie White.  Darin will be eligible for parole in ten years.  (C: 

Peter Van Sant - P: Jay Young, Jenna Jackson) (OAD: 11/01/08) 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

 

06/07/09 Guests: David Axelrod, Senior White House Adviser (1); Newt Gingrich, former 

Speaker of the House of Representatives (2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: the Obama administration‟s resolve to achieve a settlement in the 

Israeli/Hamas conflict; whether government detainees facing military tribunals should be 

allowed to plead guilty, face the death penalty and avoid trial; the need for health care 

reform / the role of the federal government; criticism voiced over the Supreme Court 

nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor / her record as a prosecutor and a judge; the latest 

unemployment statistics and the efficacy of the stimulus package 

2) Topics include: Gingrich‟s views on Judge Sotomayor and her nomination; whether 

government detainees facing  in military tribunals should be allowed to plead guilty, face 

the death penalty and avoid trial; the threat of North Korea / need to find a strategy that 

uses diplomatic and economic means to replace the current dictatorship / China‟s ability 

to coerce North Korea; the future of the Republican Party / Gingrich‟s self-identification 

as a Reagan Republican; health care reform / the question of government involvement; 

factors in any future decision on Gingrich‟s part to run for president 

 

 

06/14/09 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Minority Leader (1) ; Senator Dick Durbin 

(D-IL), Majority Whip (2) 

 1) Topics include: health care reform / the prospect of a government insurance plan as an 

option, and Republican opposition to this / need for litigation reform and wellness 

programs/ how to handle expanded health care costs without increasing the deficit / 

proposal to tax current health care benefits / reducing subsidies to doctors and hospitals; 

McConnell‟s opposition to closing the Guantanamo Bay detention center; confirmation 

hearings for Judge Sonia Sotomayor / necessity to spend time on a review of her past 

cases / the question of the use of a filibuster to block a vote on her confirmation 

2) Topics include: health care reform / debate over taxing existing employer-based health 

care benefits / achieving health care reform without  adding to the deficit / the factors 

involved in reducing subsidies to doctors and hospitals and lowering the cost of drugs / 

the prospect of further taxation; Durbin‟s position that the Guantanamo Bay detention 

center should be closed and that the American justice system is effective and well-

functioning 

 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/21/08 Guest: Senator John McCain (R-AZ) 

Topics include: the disputed presidential election in Iran and the ensuing protests over the 

announced results, which kept Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in office / appreciation for 

President Obama‟s recent statement warning Iranian authorities, but overall 

disappointment in how the administration has reacted to the crisis / belief that America‟s 

position in the world is one of moral leadership / thoughts on how President Obama 

should handle the situation in Iran; report of a recent departure from North Korea of a 

vessel containing suspicious cargo / China‟s role in maintaining peace in the region / 

suggestion made by North Korea that they may fire missiles towards Hawaii; support for 

the closing of Guantanamo Bay / President Obama‟s mistake of announcing the closure 

without a comprehensive policy in place regarding the detainees / involvement in 

working with President Obama and others to formulate a plan to handle detainees that are 

unable to be released / possibility of those detainees being placed in American prisons; 

thoughts on the two major challenges facing President Obama -- national security and 

healthcare 

 

06/28/09 Guests: Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS), Chairman, The Republican Governors 

Association (1); Dr. Susan Rice, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (2) 

1) Topics include: scandal involving the Republican Governor of South Carolina, Mark 

Sanford, who went missing for five days and later revealed that he was involved in an 

extra-marital affair / assertion that Governor Sanford need not resign / impact of this 

ignominy on the Republican Party; need for the Republican Party to focus on the issues 

most troubling to Americans -- the economy, social issues, the troubling policies of the 

Obama Administration which involve massive spending, and gun ownership / opposition 

to the creation of another stimulus package / resistance to President Barack Obama‟s 

energy policy / support for nuclear energy and clean coal technology; lack of desire to 

run for the Republican presidential nomination and instead focus on rebuilding the 

Republican Party and the upcoming elections of 2009 and 2010 

2) Topics include: current situation in Iran with regards to those protesting the announced 

results of the recent presidential elections which kept Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in office / 

attempts made by the Iranian government to quash the opposition / commitment to 

pursuing the offer made to Iran by the P-5, the permanent members of the Security 

Council plus Germany, that gave the Iranian government the opportunity to end their 

nuclear weapons program and rejoin the community of nations, or continue and face 

increased isolation and pressure; progress of the North Korean ship possibly loaded with 

missile technology / new resolution passed by the Security Council granting the 

international community the ability to enforce tough new financial sanctions and an arms 

embargo that will have an impact on North Korea 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

06/07/09 “The Chairman” - in a rare interview with a sitting Federal Reserve Chairman, the first 

in twenty years, Ben Bernanke talks about what went wrong with America‟s financial 

system, how it caused the current economic crisis, what the Federal Reserve is doing to 

help fix it and when he expects the crippling recession to end.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Part I 

- Henry Schuster, Part II - Henry Schuster and Rebecca Peterson) (DOUBLE-LENGTH 

SEGMENT) (OAD: 03/15/09) 

“Dolly” - an interview with country music superstar Dolly Parton, who talks about her 

childhood, her career and the Broadway production of her film, “9 to 5”.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning, Diane Beasley) (OAD: 04/05/09) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy: Don‟t Throw It Away!” - letting go of stuff is a hard thing 

to do (OAD: 02/25/07) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

06/14/09 “The Man Who Knew” - an interview with Harry Markopolos, a Boston financial 

analyst and fraud investigator who repeatedly told the Securities and Exchange 

Commission that Wall Street financier Bernard L.  Madoff‟s investment fund was a 

fraud.  He was ignored, and investors lost billions of dollars.  Also interviewed: former 

Madoff customers Shelly Ludlow and Len Forrest, who lost their investments; and 

Attorney David Boies.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court, Keith Sharman) (OAD: 

03/01/09) 

“For Better or For Worse” - a report on the current plan of the U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Service to deport several hundred widows and a few widowers -- foreigners 

who‟d been married to American citizens when the American died.  A foreigner who 

marries a United States citizen is entitled to become a U.S. resident, but Immigration 

claims that a widow is not a wife and that if the widow did not complete the process 

while the husband was alive, she cannot remain in the country -- even if their children 

were born in the United States.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson) (OAD: 

11/23/08 - Includes an update.) 

“Alice Waters” - an interview with Alice Waters, who has been cooking and preaching 

the virtues of fresh food grown in an environmentally friendly way for decades.  A world-

class restaurant -- Chez Panisse in Berkeley, California -- and eight cookbooks to her 

credit, Waters has become famous for her “slow food” approach, an antidote to fast food.  

Also interviewed: San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom; and John Lagier, farmer.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter) (OAD: 03/15/09) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “If The Shoe Fits...” - finding shoes that fit (OAD: 03/20/05) 

 

 

06/21/09 “A Clean Version Of Hell” - an exclusive look inside ADX (United States Penitentiary 

Administrative Maximum), a secretive maximum security prison in Colorado, used to 

house the nation‟s most dangerous criminals -- including terrorists.  Includes an interview 

with Robert Hood, former warden of “Supermax”. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) 

(OAD: 10/14/07 - Includes an update.) 

“The War Next Door” - a report on the drug cartel fueled violence in Mexico, where 

kidnappings, torture, and brutal beheadings have become common.  President Felipe 

Calderon has declared war on the well-armed gangs, whose military-quality weapons 

come mostly from U.S. dealers.  Interviewed: Janet Napolitano, U.S. Secretary of 

Homeland Security; Claudia Wallace and Maria Isabel, whose brother/son Hugo was 

kidnapped and killed by a gang; Mexico‟s Attorney General Eduardo Medina-Mora; 

Sandra Avila Beltran, one of Mexico‟s most famous alleged drug traffickers.  (C: 

Anderson Cooper - P: Kyra Darnton, Anya Bourg, Ana Real) (OAD: 03/01/09) 

“LeBron” - an interview/profile of Cleveland Cavaliers basketball superstar LeBron 

James, who at only 24, is already among an elite handful of athletes who command tens 

of millions a year in playing and marketing fees.  Also interviewed: Gloria James, 

LeBron‟s mother; Maverick Carter, CEO of LeBron‟s company.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II) (OAD: 03/29/09) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Answers His Mail” - What's in Andy's mailbag?  See a 

sampling!  (OAD: 12/14/08) 

 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/28/09 “The Cheaters” - a joint investigation by 60 MINUTES and The Washington Post on 

cheating in the popular and lucrative -- though illegal in the United States -- world of 

Internet poker.  When online poker players suspected cheating on two popular Internet 

sites -- Absolute Poker and Ultimate Bet -- the managers of the mostly unregulated $18 

billion Internet gambling industry failed to respond to their complaints, forcing the online 

poker community to undertake its own investigation.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen) 

(OAD: 11/30/08) 

“Mind Reading” - a report on the advancements in neuroscience with regards to 

monitoring brain activity linked to certain thoughts, making it now possible, on a very 

basic scale, to read a person‟s mind. Also discussed is how this technology can be used to 

help solve crimes and for marketing purposes. Those interviewed are: neuroscientist 

Marcel Just and his colleague Tom Mitchell from Carnegie-Mellon University; 60 

MINUTES associate producer Meghan Frank, who took part in a brain scan 

demonstration; neuroscientist John Dylan Haynes from the Bernstein Center in Berlin; 

Paul Root Wolpe, Director of the Center for Ethics at Emory University in Atlanta, 

Georgia; neuroscientist Gemma Calvert, co-founder of the London company Neurosense 

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 01/04/09) 

“Gorongosa” - a profile of American entrepreneur Greg Carr, who is using his great 

wealth to try to help some of the poorest people in Africa by attracting more tourists to 

their neighborhood -- the beautiful national park of Gorongosa in Mozambique.  (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rebecca Peterson) (OAD: 10/26/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: "Old Clothes" - Andy goes through his closet (OAD: 05/09/99) 

 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

06/02/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY - “Deep Secret” - On June 21, 1977, eighteen-year-old Jeffrey 

Klee of Coral Springs, Florida, went out drinking with his best friend, David Cusanelli -- 

and never returned home.  When police questioned Cusanelli, he told them that Jeff had 

dropped him off and then had headed home himself that night.  Eventually investigators 

assumed that Jeff had run away.  Thirty years passed.  Then, in 2008, Klee‟s van was 

discovered in a Coral Springs canal which was being dredged for stolen vehicles. It 

contained Klee‟s skeletal remains and some personal possessions.  Just two weeks prior 

to this discovery, Danna Holmes, a Coral Springs resident, told police that, in the year 

2000, an inebriated man in a Coral Springs bar told her that he had accidentally killed his 

best friend.  When she was shown a photo lineup to identify that man, she picked out 

David Cusanelli.  Police interrogation of Cusanelli and his brother Carl eventually 

elicited the admission that David Cusanelli had gotten into a fight with Klee over Ginny 

Healy Spence, and that Klee had sustained an accidental injury to his head and died -- 

after which the Cusanellis pushed the van, containing Klee‟s body, into the canal. 

Because there is no evidence to suggest homicide, no charges were made against the 

Cusanellis. Also, according to 1977 Florida law, there was then a three year statute of 

limitations for manslaughter charges. The Klees cannot even sue in civil court for 

wrongful death -- the statute of limitations has also run out on that.  The Florida 

legislature recently defeated a proposal to eliminate the statute of limitations in wrongful 

death cases.  Includes interviews with: Ginny Healy Spence, Jeff Klee‟s girlfriend; Bob 

Vernon, retired Coral Springs police detective; Flossie Klee, mother of Jeff Klee; Jeff‟s 

sisters Laurel Klee (Steele), Cyndy Klee, and DeeDee Klee; Danna Holmes, Coral 

Springs resident; Dave Weissman, Coral Springs detective; Mitch Polay, lawyer for the 

Cusanelli brothers; Shari Tate Jenkins, Florida State Assistant Attorney.  (C: Erin 

Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Marc B. Goldbaum, Lourdes Aguiar) 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

 

06/06/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Lady In The Harbor” - A report on the September 2006 

murder of aspiring actress Barbara Mullenix, whose body was discovered in the water at 

the Newport Harbor Yacht Club in California. She had been stabbed fifty-two times. An 

initial suspect was her ex-husband, Bruce Mullenix. Despite their divorce, Bruce had 

agreed to let Barbara and their 17-year-old daughter Rachael move into his small 

Huntington Beach apartment, a situation that worsened when Barbara would drink and 

become verbally abusive. But Bruce was soon ruled out as a suspect because he had been 

out of town on a business trip. Investigators‟ attention then turned to Rachael and her 21-

year-old boyfriend, Ian Allen, who were nowhere to be found after the murder. When 

they were finally apprehended and questioned, Ian admitted to killing Barbara, and 

Rachael was also accused of the murder. Both Ian and Rachael were tried separately. 

Each was found guilty of first degree murder, and each was sentenced to 25 years to life. 

Includes interviews with Bruce Mullenix; Rachael Mullenix; Newport police 

investigators Steve Mack and Joe Cartwright; Kelsey Douglas, friend of Rachael 

Mullenix; Sonia Balleste, Orange County prosecutor; David Cohn, Rachel‟s attorney; 

Sean Enloe, pathologist; Dr. Al Ravitz, child psychiatrist. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Ira 

Sutow, Allen Alter) (OAD: 01/24/09 - includes brief update in the form of an onscreen 

text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

 

06/09/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Preacher’s Wife” - In April 2006, Matt Baker, a pastor 

from Waco, Texas, returned home to find his wife Kari unconscious, with an empty 

bottle of Unisom and a suicide note beside her.  Paramedics arrived within minutes, but it 

was too late.  Based on the note, the empty bottle of sleeping pills, and the fact that Kari 

was described as still struggling with the loss of her daughter Kassidy seven years ago, 

police ruled it a suicide.  In a county with no medical examiner, police described the case 

over the phone to a justice of the peace, who determined that no autopsy was needed.  

Kari‟s parents, Jim and Linda Dulin, had no choice but to believe Matt.  However, 

Linda‟s sisters, Nancy, Kay, and Jennifer, and niece Lindsey believed otherwise.  Dubbed 

“Charlie‟s Angels”, they began their own investigation.  After uncovering a possible 

motive, Linda hired Bill Johnston, a dogged former federal prosecutor, had her 

daughter‟s body exhumed and autopsied, and filed a wrongful death suit against Matt.  

Five months after Kari‟s death, the justice of the peace declared that her death was no 

longer classified as a suicide and police subsequently arrested and charged Matt with 

murder.  Believing Matt would be tried in criminal court, Linda dropped her wrongful 

death suit.  After six months, the district attorney still hadn‟t taken  Matt‟s case to a grand 

jury -- a requirement under Texas law.  Linda eventually refiled the wrongful death suit, 

shortly before attorney Guy James Gray filed a successful motion to dismiss Matt‟s 

criminal case, as a grand jury indictment had not been returned within 180 days.  Matt 

Baker is no longer charged with any crime, though the district attorney continues to 

investigate and could refile criminal charges.  There is no statute of limitations for 

murder.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed, Gail Abbott Zimmerman) (OAD: 05/10/08).  

Update for this rebroadcast: On March 25, 2009, a grand jury indicted Baker for the 

murder of his wife, after a surprise witness -- Vanessa Bulls, a girlfriend of his -- came 

forward and testified.  He will go on trial in September.  Graphic postscript: Baker was 

released from jail on $250,000 bond, pending trial. He‟s again living in Kerrville, Texas, 

with his parents and daughters. 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

 

06/13/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Did the Doctor Kill the Doctor?” - a report on the October 

1993 murder of Dr. Linda (Lin) Goudey in Stoneham, Massachusetts. At the time she 

was dating Dr. Timothy Stryker, who depending on whom you believe, is either a 

calculating murderer or an innocent man.  Goudey and Stryker had been dating but 

friends believed they were ready to break up, even though they had planned to vacation 

together.  Less than two weeks before the trip, witnesses say they heard the couple 

arguing; and it was the last night Goudey was seen alive.  Four days after she was last 

seen at the hospital, Goudey was found face down, wrapped in a blanket in the back of 

her car, in a remote corner of the hospital parking lot.  The medical examiner determined 

it was murder and Stryker became the number one suspect.  Nothing police found at the 

scene pointed directly to Stryker, but it was what they didn‟t find at the scene that did: 

her tote bag, the jacket she was wearing and her briefcase were in Stryker‟s possession.  

Soon after, Stryker got himself an attorney and the investigation stalled.  Goudey‟s 

family eventually filed a wrongful death suit.  Finally, in 2006, after many delays, the suit 

finally went to a civil court trial where a jury believed Dr. Stryker killed Dr. Lin Goudey 

and ordered him to pay Lin‟s family $15 million.  Nobody was surprised that Stryker said 

he would appeal, but everyone was surprised when he and his lawyer announced they had 

found a brand new witness.  After being questioned by the police, the witness, Craig 

Pizzano, admitted that Stryker had put him up to it.  Stryker was arrested for perjury.  

This trial hasn‟t begun yet, but Goudey‟s family hopes that eventually Stryker will be 

charged with murder.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Deborah Grau) (OAD: 10/25/08). 

Update for this rebroadcast: On April 16, 2009, Timothy Stryker pleaded guilty to 

multiple counts of perjury and was sentenced to four years in prison.  His wife Micael has 

filed for divorce.  The homicide investigation continues.  Stryker‟s medical license was 

immediately revoked after he pled guilty to perjury. 

 

 

06/16/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Kidnapped: Shawn Hornbeck’s Incredible Story” - On 

October 6, 2002, eleven-year-old Shawn Hornbeck was kidnapped while riding his 

bicycle in his home town of Richwoods, Missouri.  Over the course of the next four and a 

half years, he was held captive and sexually abused by his abductor, Michael Devlin.  

Threatened with death and the death of his parents, he took on the life Devlin dictated, 

posing as his son and even making friends with neighbors.  Devlin wielded such terror 

that Shawn never revealed his real identity to anyone, despite numerous opportunities to 

ask for help.  Then, in January 2007, Devlin abducted another youth, Ben Ownby.  With 

the help of a witness to that abduction, the FBI was able to trace Devlin‟s car and 

confront him.  When they went to Devlin‟s  apartment, they found both Ben Ownby and 

Shawn Hornbeck.  At his hearing, Devlin pleaded guilty.  He was sentenced on multiple 

counts to 72 life terms and an additional 170 years in prison.  Among those interviewed 

are: Shawn Hornbeck; his parents, Pam and Craig Akers; FBI agent Lynn Willett; and Dr. 

Marylene Cloitre, New York University psychologist and trauma specialist.  (C: Troy 

Roberts - P: Katherine Davis, Clare Friedland, Chris O‟Connell) (OAD: 09/27/08) 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

 

06/20/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Into Thin Air” - a report on the disappearance of Jeanette 

Louise Zapata, who mysteriously vanished without a trace from her home in Madison, 

Wisconsin on October 11, 1976 -- leaving behind her daughter Linda, and two other 

children.  In the midst of a divorce at the time of her disappearance, she had been married 

for seventeen years to an engineer, Eugene Zapata.  Their marriage had been troubled -- 

Jeanette discovered that Eugene had sent nude photographs of her to a swingers magazine 

and oftentimes his behavior towards her around their children was sexual and 

provocative.  Due to his stalking-like behavior, she also had a restraining order against 

Zapata.  Though Officer Greg Martin found Zapata‟s behavior strange, the results of his 

lie detector test were inconclusive.  With no physical evidence, the case stalled.  Eugene 

Zapata moved back into the house he had once occupied with Jeanette and acted as 

though nothing had happened.  He explained to the children that Jeanette had simply 

taken off because she was stressed.  In November 2004, Jeanette‟s best friend, Peggy 

Weekly -- who never believed that Jeanette would abandon her three children -- 

contacted police in Madison to reopen the case.  Assigned to the case was Detective 

Marianne Flynn Statz, who after a preliminary investigation, was convinced that Jeanette 

had been killed and that the right suspect was Eugene.  She contacted Linda Zapata, who 

expressed her own doubts regarding her father‟s innocence and agreed to help police with 

their case.  After a thorough investigation, Eugene Zapata was arrested for the murder of 

Jeanette.  His trial began in September 2007, but ended in a hung jury.  Prosecutor Bob 

Kaiser was ready to go back to court and try Zapata again, when Zapata surprised 

everyone and agreed to answer questions regarding Jeanette‟s disappearance, but only if 

prosecutors would reduce the charge from murder to reckless homicide.  His daughter 

Linda agreed.  According to Eugene, he had argued with Jeanette the morning of October 

11, 1976 and when her back was turned, hit her on the head with a paperweight and then 

strangled her twice.  Then he began a grisly thirty year odyssey with her body: burying it, 

exhuming it, reburying it, and eventually he cut her body into pieces and took it to a land 

fill.  Eugene Zapata was sentenced to five years for reckless homicide.  Linda Zapata has 

been cut off from her immediate family: despite Eugene‟s plea, her brother and sister no 

longer speak to her.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Brian Leonard, Daria Hirsch) (OAD: 

10/18/08) 

 

 

06/23/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Picture Perfect” - On June 9, 2008, 30-year-old Travis 

Alexander, a successful businessman and devout Mormon, was found murdered in his 

Mesa, Arizona home.  He had been shot and then repeatedly stabbed.  For a little more 

than a year, he had been involved with Jodi Arias, an aspiring photographer whom he had 

met at a business conference.  She adopted his Mormon beliefs, which forbid premarital 

sex -- but they did become sexually involved. Although they supposedly ended their 

relationship when Jodi found out that Travis was interested in some other girls, Jodi then 

moved to Mesa.  Police investigation of the murder scene recovered a digital camera with 

electronically dated, sexually explicit photos Travis and Jodi had taken of themselves -- 

and photos of Travis during the time he was being killed or soon after.  When confronted 

by police, Jodi claimed that two masked intruders had broken in to Travis‟ home and 

murderously assaulted him -- but that she was able to escape.  She did not call anyone for 

help, and told no one of the assault.  Five days later, Travis was found dead by his 

roommates.  Further police investigation resulted in the arrest of Jodi Arias on charges of 

first-degree murder.  Her trial will take place sometime in 2010.  Includes interviews with 

Jodi Arias; Chris and Sky Hughes, friends of Travis Alexander; Samantha and Steve 

Alexander, Travis‟ sister and brother; Travis‟ friends Taylor Searle, Brint Hiatt, and 

Aaron Mortenson; Esteban Flores, detective, Mesa Police Department.  (C: Maureen 

Maher.  P: for the rebroadcast: Josh Gelman) (OAD: 03/07/09) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/27/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “An Invisible Enemy” - a follow-up to “An Invisible Enemy” 

(OAD: 12/08/07).  In January 2007, Cynthia Sommer was convicted of murdering her 

Marine Sgt. husband Todd in February 2002 with a lethal dose of arsenic.  But ten 

months after her conviction, she was granted a new trial because of questions about the 

validity of the lab tests that found arsenic in some of Todd Sommer‟s tissue samples but 

not in others.  His tissue samples were now sent to another lab to be tested for arsenic -- 

and none was found.  Because of this, the prosecution concluded that there was a 

reasonable doubt; murder charges against Cynthia Sommer were dropped, and the case 

was dismissed.  However, Todd Sommer‟s death is still officially listed as a homicide, 

and the court left open the possibility that Cynthia Sommer could be charged again.  

Interviewed are: Cynthia Sommer; Jan Lippert, Cynthia‟s mother; Allen Bloom, Cynthia 

Sommer‟s new defense attorney; Mark Ridley, Naval Criminal Investigative Service 

special agent; Rob Terwilliger, a second NCIS special agent; Bonnie Dumanis, San 

Diego District Attorney; Dr. Lee Cantrell, toxicologist; Dr. Glenn Wagner, medical 

examiner; Eva Stoner, military police officer; Al Poklis, arsenic expert.  (C: Richard 

Schlesinger - P: Marcelena Spencer, Gayane Keshishyan)  (OAD: 02/07/09 - Includes 

brief update in the form of an onscreen text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

06/30/09 48 HOURS: “Michael Jackson: Picking Up The Pieces” - A report on the life and 

career of music icon Michael Jackson, who died suddenly on June 25th, at the age of 50.  

Featured segments: (1) Correspondent Bill Whitaker reports on the bizarre spectacle 

Jackson‟s life had become and still is, even in death: legal woes, confusion over wills, 

child custody, and finances.  Includes excerpts of interviews with author and CBS News 

Consultant J. Randy Taraborrelli; AEG concert promoter Randy Phillips; estate attorney 

Andrew Katzenstein; and Jackson family attorney Brian Oxman. (2) Correspondent  

Harold Dow reports on Jackson‟s complex relationship with the African-American 

community because he seemed at times to be ashamed of who he was.  Includes: an 

interview with Rev. Gregory Jackson, pastor, Mount Olive Baptist Church, Hackensack, 

NJ; excerpts of interviews with “American Idol” judge Randy Jackson; singer Usher; 

Jackson biographer Nelson George; Rev. Al Sharpton; and excerpts of separate 

interviews with record producer/composer/arranger Quincy Jones and director Spike Lee 

by Katie Couric.  (3)  Lara Spencer (anchor, “The Insider”) reports on what may happen 

to Jackson‟s children, who are now with his mother, Katherine.  There have been 

unconfirmed reports that both Jackson and his former wife, Debbie Rowe, are not the 

biological parents of the two older children.  Includes excerpts from a 2004 interview 

with Debbie Rowe and excerpts from an interview with producer Ken Ehrlich, who 

recalls how Jackson loved being a father. (4) Correspondent Peter Van Sant reports on 

how even though Jackson was an unparalleled performer, some of his financial moves 

were lacking.   Musician Paul McCartney once gave Jackson some business advice about 

getting into music publishing.  Jackson subsequently outbid McCartney for the rights to 

McCartney‟s music -- the Beatles catalogue.  However, it seems that Jackson spent much 

more money than he actually made.  Following child molestation charges, million dollar 

settlements and trial fees, he moved to the Middle East and stopped touring.  He planned 

to rejuvenate his career and his finances with the fifty concerts scheduled to begin next 

month in London.  Includes excerpts from a 48 HOURS interview with Paul McCartney 

(OAD: 01/25/90); forensic accountant J. Duross O‟Bryan; Matthew Miller of Forbes 

Magazine; Bill Werde of Billboard magazine, who compares Jackson to Elvis Presley; 

(5) Tim Kash (MTV News) reports how Michael Jackson influenced a new generation of 

musicians who grew up long after his rise to superstardom - from Chris Brown to 

Beyonce to Ne-You, to Usher to Justin Timberlake.  Madonna, Britney Spears and Janet 

Jackson have all danced on video with synchronized dancers, but Jackson did it first: he 

turned the music video from a promotional tool to an art form.  Includes interviews with 

musicians Usher, Justin Timberlake, J.C. Chasez, Patrick Stimp, David Cook.  (6)  

Correspondent/Anchor Katie Couric concludes with Michael Jackson‟s legacy - how his 



 

 

music defined the era from 1969, on through the decades of his superstardom, to 1993 -- 

when his life began to unravel.  With his death, the darker side of his life is being pushed 

aside and his successes in life are being remembered.  Includes additional excerpts of 

Couric‟s interview with director Spike Lee.  (Anchor/Correspondent: Katie Couric. 

Contributing Correspondents: Bill Whitaker, Harold Dow, Peter Van Sant.  Contributing 

Reporters: Lara Spencer (“The Insider”); and Tim Kash (MTV News). Executive 

Producer: Susan Zirinsky.) 

 

 



 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 
 

06/07/09 “Faith, Music & Culture” - A presentation of how contemporary music is being 

employed to express religious faith and belief within four different religious traditions: 

Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Islam.  1.) Hasidic hip-hop artists DeScribe, Y-

Love and Diwon are observant Jewish rappers with a spiritual message: to bring a more 

positive message within hip-hop, to elevate and inspire, while encouraging unity among 

all people - regardless of faith or nationality.  2.) Eugene Chisholm, Dennis Ogarra, Ian 

Williams, Charlie Thompson, and James Macklin are the members of an all-male a 

cappella group, Anointed Voices -- formed two years ago after meeting at Christian-

based “The Bowery Mission” in New York City.  All were once homeless and struggled 

with drug and alcohol addiction.  3.) Kirtan , the ancient Hindu practice of call-and-

response chanting of Sanskrit mantras, is considered a form of meditation and is growing 

in popularity in the United States.  Featured are Guara Vani & As Kindred Spirits, a 

Washington, D.C.-based Kirtan group.  4.) Qawwali is the devotional music of Sufism, 

the mystical arm of Islam; Sufis believe that communion with the divine is possible 

through this music.  The Brooklyn Qawwali Party is an eclectic 11-piece orchestra based 

in Brooklyn, NY.  Founder Brook Martinez was inspired by the late Qawwali singer from 

Pakistan, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan --  and the resulting music is the sound of Qawwali with 

a funky jazz sensibility.  (Narrator: Ted Holmes.    Producer: Elizabeth Kineke.  

Associate Producers: Rachel King, Dina Mann.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. 

Blessington.  Produced in consultation with: National Council of Churches; United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops; Islamic Society of North America; Union for Reform 

Judaism; New York Board of Rabbis.) 

 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL 
 

06/25/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “The Life and Death of Michael Jackson” - a  report on the 

life and career of music icon Michael Jackson, who died suddenly today at the age of 50.  

Segments include: (1) Correspondent Ben Tracy at UCLA Medical Center detailing the 

sequence of events involving Jackson this afternoon. Includes an excerpt of an interview 

with producer Ken Ehrlich. (2) Correspondent Bill Whitaker reports on Jackson‟s 

complicated legacy: a musical genius whose personal life became a mystery to most. (3) 

Correspondent/anchor Harry Smith interviews Jackson family attorney and spokesman 

Brian Oxman, who warns that he will be vocal if it is determined that the use of 

prescription medications led to Jackson‟s death. (4) Reporter Kevin Frazier 

(“Entertainment Tonight”) recounts the musical career of Michael Jackson. Includes brief 

excerpt of an interview with singer Lionel Ritchie. (5) Author and CBS News Consultant 

J. Randy Taraborrelli talks about his own perception of who Michael Jackson really was, 

and the changes he saw in him over the years. (6) Hattie Kauffman profiles the career of 

actress and „70s superstar Farrah Fawcett, who died earlier today after a much-publicized 

battle with cancer. (7) excerpts from a 60 MINUTES interview with Michael Jackson 

conducted by Ed Bradley in which Jackson denies charges that he sexually abused a 

minor (“Michael Jackson”- Parts I & II - OAD: 12/28/03). (8) Correspondent Harold 

Dow goes back to Jackson‟s hometown of Gary Indiana, and profiles the arc of Jackson‟s 

career and personal life. Includes excerpts from an interview with music critic Nelson 

George and excerpts from a 2003 interview with singer Smokey Robinson. (9) 

Correspondent Randall Pinkston reports on the public‟s reaction to the news of Jackson‟s 

death, with scenes from Times Square and the Apollo Theater in New York City. 

Includes comments by singer/actress Ashanti, currently starring in a Broadway revival of 

“The Wiz”. (10) Reporter Lara Spencer (“The Insider”) describes the public‟s ongoing 

fascination with Michael Jackson: the performer, the music, the man, the criminal 

charges, the drug rehabilitations, the wives and children. (11) Harry Smith concludes 

with thoughts of a once-in-a-generation star.  (Correspondent/Anchor: Harry Smith 

(anchor, NY). Contributing Correspondents: Ben Tracy, Bill Whitaker, Hattie Kaufman, 



 

 

Ed Bradley, Randall Pinkston, Harold Dow. CBS News Consultant: J. Randy 

Taraborrelli. Contributing Reporters:  Kevin Frazier (“Entertainment Tonight”), Lara 

Spencer (“The Insider”). Executive Producer: Susan Zirinsky.) 
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