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 Introduction 

 
 
 
 

As per the revised Federal Communications Commission Public Inspection File Rule (section 
73.3526 (A)), This document is submitted in the licensee's good faith judgment.
 
 
The issue responsive news stories listed are those which represent the station's more significant 
treatment of the issues which we believed to be of the greatest concern during the preceding 
three months.
 
 
In order to allow for extended listener responsiveness, community ascertainments are conducted 
on an on-going basis. Areas not covered within our programming and news segments are 
addressed in public service announcements.
 
 
The following issues were of greatest community concerns to the listeners in the WNBF 
broadcast area for the quarter:
 

Economy/ Jobs/ Casino Development
Crime/ Drugs
Diversity
Hunger/ Homeless

            Family/ Education



ECONOMY/ JOBS/ CASINO

SOUTHERN 1/9/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the local public affairs program addressed local 

economic and other issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to 
Binghamton Mayor Richard David about the halfway point in his 
administration and specific issues including recent developments 
to boost the local and city economies.

FIRST NEWS 1/11/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed local job concerns by publicizing word that 
Crown Holdings Inc. plans to invest $132 million to put a beverage 
container manufacturing plant in Tioga County. 

FIRST NEWS 1/13/16 5:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am :50 each time
In response to concern that there is the perception of a lack of jobs 
in the region, WNBF aired this feature publicizing today’s Career 
Fair at the Arena in Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS 1/16/16 7:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
In that the Almost Annual New York State Crappie Derby in 
Whitney Point draws thousands of anglers and visitors to the 
region, this feature concerning the postponement of the derby due 
to thin ice applied to Economic concerns.

FIRST NEWS  1/20/16 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concerns about job availability in the region 
by publicizing the latest regional economic forecast given at the 
Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce that predicts a 
continued slide in manufacturing jobs in the Greater Binghamton 
Area.

FIRST NEWS   1/21/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :60 each time
This extended feature dealt with major economic development and 
job opportunity plans for the region by publicizing the presentation 
of some of the details for projects being funded by the award of 
$500,000 in New York State Development money to the Southern 
Tier region.

FIRST NEWS   1/27/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, :50 each time
11:04am
This feature responded to continued concern about the progress of 
getting a full casino license for Tioga Downs by informing 
listeners that the State Gaming Commission has formally adopted 
the recommendation made in the fall for the award and the project 
now only needs the approval of the state regulators.



ECONOMY/ JOBS/CASINO

FIRST NEWS   2/1/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 9:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed concerns about businesses leaving the 
region and New York in general as New York State Senator Fred 
Akshar says administration advertising calling New York business-
friendly is not true.

FIRST NEWS    2/2/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
In response to concern about drawing visitors to the region in all 
seasons, WNBF aired this feature informing residents that the 
Crappie Derby that brings thousands to Whitney Point for an ice 
fishing tournament is canceled due to thin ice.

FIRST NEWS    2/3/16 8:30, 10:04am :30 each time
Many residents have questions concerning the development of a 
pharmacy school in Johnson City that is being touted as a potential 
huge economic boon to the area.  In response, WNBF aired this 
feature publicizing an upcoming Town Hall meeting to allow 
residents to get their questions answered.

FIRST NEWS     2/8/16 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed personal finance issues facing seniors and 
lower income residents by publicizing a tax preparation service 
being offered through the United Way of Broome County.

SOUTHERN      2/13/16 12:10 pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

personal finance issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the 
Executive Director of the United Way of Broome County, Alan 
Hertel about the free tax preparation program for seniors and low 
income residents as well as all the information that is available at 
the newly expanded 211 call help center.

FIRST NEWS    2/19/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed concerns that start-up or newly expanding 
businesses get some help in the City of Binghamton by publicizing 
the start of the Binghamton Business Plan competition.

SOUTHERN      2/20/16 12:10 pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

local development and economic concerns as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked to the founding Dean of the Binghamton University 
Pharmacy School, Dr. Gloria Meredith about her vision for the 
new school as well as what the new medical campus off Corliss 
Avenue is expected to do for the Village of Johnson City economy.



ECONOMY/ JOBS/ CASINO

FIRST NEWS  3/4/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about the local economy’s recovery from 
recession, WNBF aired this feature informing listeners that the 
Binghamton Job Market gained 100 new jobs over the past year.

FIRST NEWS  3/7/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to continued interest in the progress of 
developing Tioga Downs into a full casino-resort by informing 
listeners that the owners are holding a “topping off” ceremony to 
celebrate the work so-far in the multi-million dollar expansion.

FIRST NEWS  3/8/16 5:30am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concern about the availability of jobs in the region, 
WNBF aired this feature publicizing today’s 2nd Annual Tioga 
County Job Fair.

FIRST NEWS   3/8/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature concerning the selection of Binghamton for three 
veterans’ conventions this summer addressed economic issues 
since thousands of visitors are expected in town and most of the 
downtown hotel rooms are already booked.

NEWS RADIO  3/17/16 3:03pm :30 each time
                    and  3/18/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 10:04am

In response to concerns about vacant properties and lost businesses 
in the region, WNBF aired this story informing residents that a 
new restaurant is to open at the old Russell’s Steak and Seafood 
House across from En-Joie Golf Course by summer.

FIRST NEWS   3/22/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed the debate over Governor Cuomo’s plan to 
increase the minimum wage to $15 an hour by reporting comments 
at a news conference hosted by local farmers, small businesses, the 
Farm Bureau and Chamber of Commerce that warned such a hike 
would put many generations-old family businesses and farms out 
of business.

FIRST NEWS 3/28/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concern about jobs in the area with the 
word that Staples plans to close its store on Upper Front Street in 
the Town of Chenango April 16.

CRIME/DRUGS



FIRST NEWS 1/8/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am,  9:04am, :30 each time
11:04am
This feature addressed concerns about on-going and evolving 
scams that are snaring people in the region by informing residents 
of the arrest and indictment of a couple accused of mailing 
documents to elderly residents claiming they won lottery prizes but 
had to mail back fees and taxes in order to collect.

FIRST NEWS 1/15/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to concerns about the growing addiction 
and overdose problem in the region by informing residents that 
CVS and the New York Health Department have agreed to start 
selling the heroin antidote Naloxone (Narcan) without prescription 
to the general public.

SOUTHERN 1/16/16 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

concerns about addiction problems in the region as host, Kathy 
Whyte talked to the Executive Director of Fairview Recovery 
Services, Michele Napolitano about the work of the non-profit 
agency and what changes they have seen in addictions and society 
attitudes since the first center opened in 1970.

FIRST NEWS  1/19/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :30 each time
11:04am
This feature addressed concerns about the growing heroin 
epidemic in the region by informing listeners that the Vestal 
School District is hosting its first community forum about the 
problem later this month.

FIRST NEWS   1/25/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns that local police have proper funding for 
crime prevention and enforcement efforts, WNBF aired this feature 
informing residents that the Broome County District Attorney’s 
office is turning over close to $50,000 in evidence from decades 
old resolved cases that has been locked in evidence rooms to the 
area police agencies where the cases originated.

FIRST NEWS   1/29/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, :40 each time
11:04am
This feature publicized a warning from the Cortland County 
Sheriff’s Office about a phishing email that tells people their 
electronic W2 is available for viewing then steals personal 
information when the victim clicks on the link.

CRIME/DRUGS



FIRST NEWS    2/2/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed more scam concerns by informing residents 
that several local law enforcement agencies are getting rapidly 
increasing numbers of complaints about people pretending to be 
from the IRS trying to scam them

FIRST NEWS   2/2/16 7:31am, 10:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about all kinds of scams, WNBF aired this 
feature passing along word from Wegmans supermarkets that 
someone is posting on Facebook, pretending to be the company, 
offering bogus $200 grocery coupons.

SOUTHERN    2/6/16 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed the 

hidden crime of human trafficking which, surprisingly, does exist 
in the Southern Tier as host, Kathy Whyte talked with the 
Executive Director of the Crime Victims Assistance Center, Raini 
Baudendestil about the extent of the problem locally and what is 
being done to protect and rescue area children from exploitation.

WNBF NEWS  2/8/16 & 3:03pm :40 each time
                          2/9/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am

This feature responded to the continued epidemic of drug 
overdoses in the region by informing residents that the Broome 
County District Attorney is starting the Operation Safe program to 
get treatment for addicts at little or no cost to them without the 
threat of jail.

FIRST NEWS  2/23/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :60 each time
In response to concerns about the growing problem with drug 
addiction in the area, WNBF aired this feature dealing with plans 
to hire a contractor to work with medical providers in Broome 
County to manage prescription-writing as well as updating 
residents on the recently launched program to get addicts into 
treatment without the threat being jailed.

SOUTHERN    2/27/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly, local public affairs program addressed 

issues associated with drunk, drugged and distracted driving as 
host, Kathy Whyte talked with Broome County Stop DWI 
Coordinator Chris Marion about the meaning of the statistics in the 
2015 Broome County DWI Arrests/ Fatalities report.

CRIME/ DRUGS



FIRST NEWS  3/2/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed concerns about drug addiction in the region 
by publicizing comments about the problem that were included in 
Broome County Executive Debra Preston’s State of the County 
Address.

FIRST NEWS  3/14/16 8:04am. 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns that residents better understand law 
enforcement functions, WNBF aired this feature publicizing that 
applications are being taken for the spring 2016 Citizen Police 
Academy in Binghamton.

WNBF NEWS 3/15/16 4:03pm :40 each time
                  and 3/16/15 This feature dealing with the amount of old prescription drugs 

collected by authorities in a voluntary drop box in Broome County 
addressed not only pollution concerns but also criminal concerns 
as unused drugs can be destroyed instead of falling into the wrong 
hands.

FIRST NEWS  3/21/16 6:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed concerns about the amount of crime on 
college campuses, specifically, Binghamton University as the head 
of campus security reported on the incidents to a recent meeting of 
the University Council and said the small increase in some 
reported crimes may be the result of better relationships between 
residents and law enforcement.

FIRST NEWS  3/31/16 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to concern that people who want to recover 
from addiction don’t have enough support by publicizing the start 
of the new Sheriff Assisted Recovery Initiative that transports 
addicts to local treatment programs immediately.

DIVERSITY/ DISCRIMINATION 



FIRST NEWS 1/12/15 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed growing diversity and racial relations 
concerns locally and around the nation by informing listeners that 
Binghamton University and SUNY Broome Community College 
will be getting $350,000 to help attract a more diverse student 
population.

FIRST NEWS 1/19/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am :50 each time
10:04am
This feature addressed concerns about race and diversity by 
publicizing the acts of volunteerism, ceremonies and speeches 
given in the Binghamton area to mark Doctor Martin Luther King, 
Junior Day.

FIRST NEWS  1/20/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
In response to recent concerns about the planned change to the way 
the Human Rights Commission in the City of Binghamton is filled, 
as proposed by the mayor, WNBF aired this feature informing 
residents that some of those concerns have been addressed and 
members are less resistant to the mayor making appointments to 
the panel.

FIRST NEWS 1/21/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature focused on diversity issues associated with law 
enforcement,  specifically on college campuses by informing 
residents that officers from throughout the State University of New 
York system have completed a national fair and impartial policing 
training program and are back on their campuses to train other 
officers.

FIRST NEWS  2/18/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed concerns about how the City of Binghamton 
will be dealing with future issues involving the treatment of 
residents by informing residents that City Council has approved 
changing the way the Human Rights Commission is appointed, 
giving the power to the mayor instead appointments being made by 
the sitting board.

FIRST NEWS  3/3/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed local diversity and police interaction 
concerns as Binghamton’s mayor and police chief were presenters 
at a police-community relations summit in Albany.

HUNGER/HOMELESS



FIRST NEWS 1/4/16 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concerns, post-holidays, that resources 
continue to come in to support local hunger programs by 
publicizing that the Millennium Pipeline Company has donated 
$10,000 to the Foodbank of the Southern Tier

FIRST NEWS 1/5/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns over the implementation of an executive 
order by Governor Andrew Cuomo that all homeless be place into 
shelters when temperatures go below freezing, WNBF aired this 
feature dealing with local reaction from police.

FIRST NEWS 1/13/16 7:04am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with a call for teams for the 3rd annual 
Canstruction Competition since the cans used in the contest are 
donated to the Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse (CHOW) 
and the Foodbank of the Southern Tier.

FIRST NEWS 1/26/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am :40 each time
10:04am
In response to concerns that the needs of people facing shelter 
issues in the region are addressed, WNBF aired this feature 
concerning a regular canvassing of the homeless to provide them 
with information about services that are available to them.

FIRST NEWS  1/29/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to concern about hunger challenges facing 
many in the community by publicizing the start of the annual Food 
Bank of the Southern Tier Check Out Hunger Campaign at 
supermarkets around the region.

FIRST NEWS  2/24/16 and 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
 2/25/16 6:30am, 10:04am

In response to concerns about funding for emergency food support 
programs in New York State, WNBF aired these back-to-back 
features publicizing a rally in Albany by anti-hunger advocates, 
including the head of the Food Bank of the Southern Tier.

FIRST NEWS 3/8/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to continued interest in addressing hunger 
challenges in the area and beyond by informing residents that the 
president of the Food Bank of the Southern Tier has now been 
named the chair of the Food Bank Association of New York State.

HUNGER/ HOMELESS



SOUTHERN TIER 3/12/16 12:10pm 15:00
CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program 

addressed issues concerning hunger challenges and new 
efforts aimed at hunger prevention as host, Kathy Whyte 
talked to the president and CEO of the Food Bank of the 
Southern Tier and chair of the Food Bank Association of 
New York State, Natasha Thompson.

FIRST NEWS        3/20/16 6:30am, 8:30am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to concerns about food challenges 
facing many local residents by publicizing a new program 
for businesses to adopt a 3’X3’ planting plot at the 
Governmental Plaza in Binghamton to plant crops for local 
food pantries and soup kitchens.

FAMILY/ EDUCATION



SOUTHERN 1/24/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

issues facing families who have older members as well as seniors 
in the community as host, Kathy Whyte talked with Broome 
County Office for Aging Program Coordinator, Lisa Schuhle about 
the wealth of information and services available to seniors, family 
members, caregivers and professionals through Office for Aging.

SOUTHERN 1//30/15 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

growing concerns by members of the community and families that 
have members with mental health issues about the increased back-
lash fear and discrimination facing those individuals as media 
focus grows surround mental illness in the wake of each report of a 
violent incident.

FIRST NEWS  2/8/16 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed family history issues by publicizing that 
Binghamton University is starting a new program to digitize 
letters, documents, photos, movies, audio tapes and other items 
from local residents.

FIRST NEWS  2/22/16 10:04am :30
This feature publicized a scholarship competition being held by the 
Broome County Republican Women’s Club, addressing concerns 
about financing higher education for local families.

FIRST NEWS  2/29/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed family concerns about end of life care by 
publicizing the opening of the new Mercy House hospice facility in 
Endicott.

SOUTHERN    3/5/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

both family and education issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked with 
Broome County Public Library youth services coordinator, Sarah 
Reid about the various programs and services in the library system 
ranging from help with using computers to children reading to 
therapy dogs.

FAMILY/ EDUCATION



SOUTHERN  3/19/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

both family and education issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to 
the director of Kopernik Observatory and Science Center, Andrew 
Deskur about upcoming spring and summer programs, 
opportunities for children and for entire families.

FIRST NEWS  3/21/16 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed education and family activity interest as it 
publicized the arrival of two new endangered Fishing Cats to the 
Ross Park Zoo in Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS   3/22/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concerns about quality of education in the 
region by publicizing that in an overall ranking of Catholic High 
Schools in New York, Seton Catholic is #14 out of 121 and 
nationally is #186 out of 1,222 Catholic High Schools.

FIRST NEWS  3/23/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed education and family activity interest as it 
publicized the birth of a prehensile-tailed porcupine on St. 
Patrick’s Day at Ross Park Zoo.

FIRST NEWS  3/25/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns of listeners not only in New York State but 
also the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, WNBF aired this feature 
informing residents that teachers in the Montrose Area Schools 
will go on strike March 29 and students will stay home during the 
duration of the walk-out.

FIRST NEWS  3/29/16 7:30am, 8:30am , 10:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed concerns of especially working families 
with teens that educational and safe programs are available by 
publicizing $145,000 being directed by the City of Binghamton to 
the Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton.

Addendum 



 
 
 

"Binghamton Now":  In addition to the feature programming listed in the previous record, 
News Radio 1290, WNBF airs a daily live talk show in which the host interviews diverse local 
leaders and members of community organizations as well as engaging in discussion with callers 
about a variety of issues identified by the community and local leaders as of high concern. 
 
 
The program airs Monday through Friday for a total of three hours between 9:10 a.m. and 12:00 
p.m.
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter: This community affairs program produced by the Broome County Council of 
Churches airs at various times on Saturdays and Sundays, is twenty-eight minutes in duration 
and deals with a number of topics ranging from personal finance, disaster recovery and faith-
based issues.
 
 


