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 Introduction 

 
 
 
 

As per the revised Federal Communications Commission Public Inspection File Rule (section 
73.3526 (A)), This document is submitted in the licensee's good faith judgment.
 
 
The issue responsive news stories listed are those which represent the station's more significant 
treatment of the issues which we believed to be of the greatest concern during the preceding 
three months.
 
 
In order to allow for extended listener responsiveness, community ascertainments are conducted 
on an on-going basis. Areas not covered within our programming and news segments are 
addressed in public service announcements.
 
 
The following issues were of greatest community concerns to the listeners in the WNBF 
broadcast area for the quarter:
 

Economy/ Jobs
Health/ Safety
Crime/ DWI/Drugs

            Family/ Education/ Culture
            Diversity



ECONOMY/ JOBS

SOUTHERN 7/2/16 12:10 pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

interest in attracting more visitors to the Downtown Binghamton 
business district as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Binghamton 
Business Association president Ron Sall and July Fest music 
coordinator Mike Carbone about the upcoming July Fest that not 
only draws people to shop at the arts and crafts vendors and listen 
to the music but to eat at downtown restaurants for the three days 
of the festival.

FIRST NEWS  7/6/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed job and business issues in the region by 
informing listeners that the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
President, William Duffy told local business leaders during a 
roundtable discussion that the area continues to struggle and lags 
behind other areas in recovery in spite of strong efforts at 
promoting new development and business diversity.

FIRST NEWS  7/8/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed interest in drawing tourist  and visitor 
business to Binghamton by publicizing the start today of the 54th 
annual July Fest and Jazz Festival in Downtown Binghamton 
through Sunday.

SOUTHERN    7/30/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed a 

wide range of issues with a heavy concentration on economic and 
job development as host, Kathy Whyte talked to New York State 
Senator Fred Akshar II about his experiences in his first legislative 
session.

FIRST NEWS  8/23/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature addressed interest in development opportunities in the 
region by informing residents that two former industrial sites in 
Binghamton have been designated Brownfield Opportunity Areas 
and are eligible for government funding and tax credit for 
developers.

FIRST NEWS 8/24/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed future development plans in the area by 
publicizing the demolition of the final part of an old building at 
Broome Community College where a new facility will be built for 
local economic and business development agencies to work with 
students.



ECONOMY/ JOBS

FIRST NEWS  8/26/16 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am :40 each time
10:04am, 11:04am
In response to concerns about the awarding of a full casino license 
to Tioga Downs that has been waiting for years for a license, 
WNBF aired this feature informing residents finally the State 
Gaming Commission is scheduled to vote on the license on 
Tuesday for the development that is expected to create hundreds of 
jobs.

FIRST NEWS  8/29/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature responded to questions about how the local economy 
is recovering by informing residents that according to latest 
numbers from Albany, the Southern Tier is one of the biggest 
losers when it comes to recovery.

NEWS RADIO 8/30/16 & 4:03pm :50 each time
                           8/31/16 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am, 8:04am, 

8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature addressed employment and tourism interest by 
informing residents that Tioga Downs has finally been granted a 
license by New York State and can go ahead with building a full 
serve casino and destination resort in Nichols.

FIRST NEWS 9/7/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am,11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns that blighted and abandoned properties are 
bringing down values in entire neighborhoods while they could be 
redeveloped in the future, WNBF aired this feature regarding entire 
clusters of vacant buildings that are being torn down in the City of 
Binghamton.

NEWS RADIO  9/8/16 & 4:30 pm :40 each time
                           9/9/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am

This feature responded to concerns about productive use of vacant 
industrial sites in the region by informing residents that an Albany 
area developer has plans for a $70 million development of the 
former Stow Manufacturing site on the East Side of Binghamton.

FIRST NEWS  9/19/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:30am :30 each time
In response to concerns about the announced closing of the Kmart 
in the Binghamton Plaza later this year, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing comments from Mayor Richard David that the City is 
already talking about the future for the site.



ECONOMY/ JOBS

FIRST NEWS  9/23/16 5:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
There is concern that a lack of parking in Downtown Binghamton 
is impacting business.  In response, WNBF aired this feature 
informing residents that the City is trying out five multi-space 
parking kiosks.

FIRST NEWS  9/26/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealing with low interest loans for groups affected by 
the drought addressed concerns of especially small agricultural 
businesses.

FIRST NEWS  9/29/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concern that vacant and blighted properties are 
stalling new development in neighborhoods, WNBF aired this 
feature publicizing a partnership between Broome County and 
municipalities to offer foreclosed properties for $1 to be torn down 
to allow for new development.

FIRST NEWS 9/30/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 9:30am :30 each time
This feature addressed interest that local manufacturers are able to 
thrive and grow by informing listeners that Norwich 
Pharmaceuticals is planning a $26 million expansion.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS 7/5/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature dealt with health and nutrition concerns of low income 
families in the region by informing listeners that due to 
construction at the Picciano Building at Wilson Hospital, the 
Women, Infant and Children’s (WIC) program has been moved to 
the Sarah Jane Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church.

FIRST NEWS 7/7/16 & 11:04am :50 each time
7/8/16 6:04am, 6:30am, 7:04am, 7:30am, 8:04am

 8:30am, 9:04am, 10:04am, 11:04am
This feature dealt with pedestrian and motorist safety issues as 
Binghamton Mayor Richard David announced the city had 
received a $2.7 million federal grant to study 12 intersections in 
the Main Street Corridor, identify problems and make 
improvements. toward a goal of reducing accidents by 25%.

SOUTHERN 7/9/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs show addressed 

health concerns as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Broome County 
Health Department Cancer Services Program supervisor Carrie 
Horton and case manager Laura Kelly about getting the word out 
to people who could take advantage of free screenings for breast, 
cervical and colorectal cancer, why screenings are important and 
how people can access the service.

FIRST NEWS 7/11/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :50 each time
This feature dealing with efforts by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation to reduce the number of drivers going the wrong 
way on ramps and highways addressed obvious safety issues.

FIRST NEWS 7/12/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
With the sudden popularity of the Pokeman Go app interactive 
game, WNBF aired this feature informing residents that local 
emergency services officials are getting complaints about people 
trespassing and acting recklessly while playing the game and they 
advise people be aware of their surroundings and respectful of 
property.

FIRST NEWS  7/15/16 7:30am, 8:30am, :30 each time
This feature addressed safety concerns by informing residents that 
the Southern Tier Chapter of the American Red Cross is installing 
more free smoke detectors in the region this weekend.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS  7/28/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed concerns about health care by publicizing 
the local ratings of hospitals by the U.S. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.

SOUTHERN    8/6/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

healthy choice issues as well as concern about drunk driving and 
interest in attracting business to Downtown Binghamton as host, 
Kathy Whyte talked to Broome County Stop DWI coordinator, 
Chris Marion about the upcoming Chris Thater Races that promote 
all of those issues.

FIRST NEWS 8/8/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed public health issues by publicizing that 
Delaware County Health officials confirm a case of rabies in a 
skunk.

FIRST NEWS 8/29/16 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature concerning tests of the Binghamton water system for 
lead and copper addressed concerns of residents following recent 
discovery of lead around the region and the nation and assured 
consumers that the Binghamton water is in compliance with 
Federal water quality standards.

FIRST NEWS  9/2/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to safety concerns by informing listeners 
that the Johnson City Fire Department is getting a $170,000 grant 
to help pay for new self-contained breathing apparatus air packs.

FIRST NEWS  9/7/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed safety concerns by reminding motorists that 
school is back in session and to watch for children, slow down in 
school zones and stop for stopped school buses that have their 
flashing lights activated.

FIRST NEWS  9/8/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns over some people addicted to drugs failing 
to get into recovery programs due to a lack of short-term detox 
facilities, WNBF aired this feature informing residents that 
Fairview Recovery Services Addiction Crisis Center in 
Binghamton is expanding.



HEALTH/ SAFETY

FIRST NEWS  9/27/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed safety concerns as reports are already 
coming out about motorists passing school buses that have their 
lights activated, posing a danger to students.



CRIME/ DWI/ DRUGS

FIRST NEWS 7/6/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature address safety concerns for area law enforcement 
officers, including police dog partners by informing listeners that 
Cortland County Sheriff K9, Frenky is getting a donated stab and 
bullet resistant vest.

FIRST NEWS 8/2/16 6:30am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns that residents take proactive measures to 
combat crime in their communities, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing some of the events today for National Night Out 
Against Crime.

FIRST NEWS 8/3/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :60 each time
At the request of the New York State Police, WNBF aired details 
about a cold-case homicide in the Town of Barker in 1983 in 
which a 19 year old Johnson City girl was killed and her body 
found in the woods off King Street in Castle Creek and informed 
residents that the case is still open and investigators are looking for 
information.

NEWS RADIO 8/8/16 6:04am :60
This feature addressed the continuing problem with addiction in 
the region by informing residents that W18, a drug 10,000 stronger 
than morphine, could be making an appearance locally.

FIRST NEWS 8/11/16 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time
This on-going coverage addressed concerns about just how serious 
the opioid problem is in Broome County by publicizing County 
Executive Debra Preston’s response to criticism over her inability 
to provide numbers about opioid-related overdoses in the county 
this year.

FIRST NEWS 8/24/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature concerning a man using cloned credit cards addressed 
crime prevention concerns by publicizing a reminder from New 
York State Police for people to safeguard all personal account 
information and check credit reports frequently to catch fraud.

FIRST NEWS 8/29/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :60 each time
This feature addressed continued concerns about the level of 
heroin addiction in the area by publicizing numbers from the 
Broome County District Attorney concerning how many residents 
have died of drug overdoses since January.



CRIME/ DWI/ DRUGS

FIRST NEWS  8/31/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature dealt with concern about helping drug addicts recover 
by informing residents that the Addiction Center of Broome 
County is getting a $60,000 award to expand detoxification 
services.

FIRST NEWS 9/1/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about evolving scams in the area, WNBF 
aired this feature publicizing that an 81 year old Troy woman, who 
was the victim of a scam, wanted to pass along a warning for 
people to double check their contacts on social media after 
someone hacked into a friend’s Facebook account and convinced 
her to send them $1,7000.

FIRST NEWS 9/6/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature responded to concern about prescription and other 
medication being stolen or misused by publicizing that a Shed the 
Meds collection recently collected 343 pounds of prescription 
drugs, narcotics, fentanyl patches and a bottle of morphine.

FIRST NEWS  9/22/16 8:04am, 9:04am :40 each time
In response to concerns about the effects of bullying, which is a 
crime, WNBF aired this feature concerning a visit by a Start Trek 
Deep Space 9 actress to Chenango Valley Middle School 
tomorrow for an anti-bullying event.

SOUTHERN   9/24/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly, local public affairs program addressed 

the issue of domestic violence as host, Kathy Whyte talked to the 
Executive Director of A New Hope Center, Fran Bialy and the 
president of Democratic Women of Tioga County, Diane Lechner 
about Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the work of the center 
in Tioga and other counties and the upcoming Black Dress 
fundraiser for the center.

FIRST NEWS  9/28/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed crime issues in schools by informing 
residents that the Broome County Legislature is set to vote on 
accepting a new program from the Broome County District 
Attorney’s Office to restore school resource officers to districts.

FIRST NEWS 9/30/60 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :40 each time 
This feature concerning a report of creepy clowns chasing a boy in 
Syracuse addressed growing concerns about children’s safety.



FAMILY/ARTS/HISTORY

FIRST NEWS 7/5/16 10:04am :30
As families look for things to do together, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing the start of the Tioga County Fair in Owego.

FIRST NEWS 8/1/16 7:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
This feature addressed the need of residents who have children 
hospitalized out of town in Syracuse by informing listeners that the 
Owego Police Benevolent Association is collecting items for the 
Ronald McDonald House of Central New York.

FIRST NEWS 8/5/16 6:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns of families with members who participate 
in the Special Olympics that teams get the equipment they need, 
WNBF aired this feature about Cops on Top where area police 
officers are sitting on roofs of Dunkin’ Donuts shops to collect 
money for Special Olympics.

SOUTHERN 8/13/16 & 12:10pm 15:00 each time
TIER CLOSE UP 8/20/16 This edition of the local weekly public affairs program addressed 

family issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to Every Dog’s Dream 
volunteers Wendy Walter and Mary Hubschmidtt about pet 
adoption as well as the rescue group that doesn’t operate a shelter 
but place all rescued pets directly into foster homes.

SOUTHERN  8/27/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the weekly local public affairs program addressed 

positive messages for children and families as Executive Director 
of Catholic Charities of Broome County, Lori Accardi talked with 
host, Kathy Whyte about the Jim “Mudcat” Grant Celebrity All-
Star Golf Tournament that benefits charities like Catholic Charities 
and others that have programs serving children and about Grant’s 
life and message that you can do anything you put your mind to.

FIRST NEWS  8/30/16 6:04am, 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 11:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about improving family life, WNBF aired t 
this feature concerning the Broome County Promise Zone and 
publicizing the second Family Night in the Park.

SOUTHERN    9/3/16 12:10pm 15:00
TIER CLOSE UP This edition of the local public affairs program addressed family 

issues as host, Kathy Whyte talked to coordinator of the Promise 
Zone, Heidi Mikeska to talk about where the program came from, 
its association with the Mental Health Department and its work in 
community functions and schools.



FAMILY/ ARTS/ HISTORY

SOUTHERN    9//10/16 & 12:10pm 15:00 each time
TIER CLOSE UP 9/17/16 This edition of the weekly local public affairs programs 

highlighted activities for families as host, Kathy Whyte talked to 
education and marketing director for the Binghamton Zoo, Rachel 
Davenport about events still scheduled at the historic Ross Park 
Zoo in Binghamton as the facilities prepares for the change of the 
seasons.

FIRST NEWS  9/20/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature addressed issues concerning the preforming arts in the 
community by informing residents that the Cider Mill Playhouse 
has been informed their lease at the Cider Mill will not be renewed 
when it expires next year and the board is currently discussing 
their options.



DIVERSITY

FIRST NEWS 7/27/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :40 each time
This feature dealing with a procession and demonstration in 
Binghamton remembering victims of police violence addressed 
concerns about diversity in the community.

FIRST NEWS  8/9/16 6:30am, 7:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
In response to concerns about relations between police and the 
community, especially minority children, WNBF aired this feature 
publicizing Operation Cooperation at Recreation Park to build and 
understanding between police and youth.

FIRST NEWS 8/26/16  6:30am 7:04am, 8:04am, 9:04am, 10:04am,
11:04am  :40 each time
This feature concerning a Binghamton University training session 
titled: #stopwhitepeople2K16 addressed diversity concerns as the 
session was for training RAs in dispute resolution regarding 
cultural differences but also because the title of the training had 
many people thinking the University was teaching an anti-white 
course.

FIRST NEWS  9/21/16 7:30am, 10:04am :50 each time
This feature dealt with the issue of diversifying the Binghamton 
Police force by informing residents that the City has set up a 
recruitment website and is holding a job fair at City Hall.

FIRST NEWS 9/28/16 5:30am, 6:30am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 10:04am :30 each time
This feature concerning a grant for dozens of local law 
enforcement, fire and crime victims support groups also addressed 
the issue of diversity as a portion of the money going to the 
Binghamton Police is targeted for its diversity minority outreach 
program.



Addendum 
 
 
 

"Binghamton Now":  In addition to the feature programming listed in the previous record, 
News Radio 1290, WNBF airs a daily live talk show in which the host interviews diverse local 
leaders and members of community organizations as well as engaging in discussion with callers 
about a variety of issues identified by the community and local leaders as of high concern. 
 
 
The program airs Monday through Friday for a total of three hours between 9:10 a.m. and 12:00 
p.m.
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter: This community affairs program produced by the Broome County Council of 
Churches airs at various times on Saturdays and Sundays, is twenty-eight minutes in duration 
and deals with a number of topics ranging from personal finance, disaster recovery and faith-
based issues.
 
 
 

 


