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January 1, 2023 through March 31, 2023 

Section I. Issues 

The above station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. Criminal Justice: There are two large prisons within the station coverage areas – Coyote Ridge and Walla 

Walla State Penitentiary. Experts estimate 4-6 percent of prisoners in these institutions are innocent. The 

stations presented factors that lead to wrongful convictions and how advocates in the system are looking 

for justice and a pathway to exoneration.   

B. Utility Infrastructure: Energy Northwest, a local public power company, generates power via nuclear, 

hydro, wind and solar for thousands of area residents. Recent attempted domestic terrorism has forced 

power companies and government agencies to take measures to protect power grids. The stations 

discussed how the government is responding to these potential attacks.  

C. Industry Regulation & Technology: The newly renovated Tri-City Airport is fast becoming a regional hub 

for large and small airlines. In just a few short years, air traffic has nearly tripled at the airport. The 

stations presented information about what caused the major national failure of the air traffic control 

system and what measures are being taken to update ATC aging software.           

D. Education: Parental rights in education is just as controversial in Tri-Cities as in other cities around the 

country. More and more books are being flagged as inappropriate for children in school libraries. The 

stations presented the differing viewpoints on the heated debate.    

E. Homelessness: Just a few years ago, homelessness was considered rare in the Tri-Cities. Now, it has 

become a glaring issue. The cost of housing and inflation has forced many residents to the streets. The 

stations aired a segment highlighting how some, who were once homeless, found a way out of their 

dilemma by utilizing resources and resiliance.  

Section II. Responsive Programs 

The responsive program is titled “Viewpoints”, which airs weekly at:  
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