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At pubshed Wednedzy, Januzry, 2009
Settlement ends WMNT-TV dispute
Cornerstene Church gets control of station; ex-owners
ahsolved

By DAVID YONKE
BLADE STAEF WRITER

Tha last batle In & long-running legal war over ownership of Toledo's
smzlfes televislon sizfion endzd quietly In cour yeslerday, "not with a
bang but a whimper," s one attorney sald, quoting post 7.8, Efict.

The seitiement gives Comzrslons Church uncontested control of
v WMNT-TV, Channal 48, whils the station's formsr owners, Lamaree
) Marty” Miller and his wifs, Linda, are ahsolvad of nearly $600,000 in legal
{ " gmants,

In addition, Cornerstons and other crediors dropped motiens seeking
sanctions against the board members of L&M Video Productions, Inc, a
corporation founded by the Millers,

Ear Muiry, L&M's board presidert, glso agread {o withdaw two lefters of
objection ha had filed with the Federe Communiestions Comntsslon,

Tha settlemsnt was reached afler more then thres hours of dosed-doar
negollations yesterday morning fn Common Pleas Judgs [tnda Jennings'
chambers in the Luezs Counly Courthouss,

Few defells were released, but atlorneys for both sides called it a “glebal
selifemznt,” concluding a convoluted case that has Involved dozens of
attorneys; fwo recelvers; six couny, stale, and federal courts; the FCC; tha
Secuiities and Exchange Commisslon; the Intemnal Revenus Service; and
the FBL

Tha station was foundzd in 1887 whea the FGO granted a licanse for
W48BAP, 5 low-powsr station brozdeasting vith 4 6,000-wall signal. The
Hillers sloned a contract in 1092 to buy ths station for $160,000, malking it
the first and only local TV stalion to ba minority-owned,

it took four years for tha Millers to arrange financing, Wazn they ook ths
relns In 1996, they changed the stztion's e latfers 1o WNGT, for New

Generation

Television, They evantually boosted ths signal strength to 14,000 watls
and broadcast a mix of syndicated programs, sporls, and reruns,

In Decamber, 1997, tha Millers recalved $10,000 from Cornersfona Church
In atransaction that Mr, Miller festified In cour was a stock investmant but
whlch Cornerstona contended was a loan,

The Pentecostel church In Maumzs, which has weekly atlendance of
areund 6,000, continued its financiz] relationship with the TV station and
the Millers for severzl years unt 2003, when if wes announcad that the
Miflers were selling the station {0 a censortium of labor unions for $1

"iop,
er offer for §1.7 milfion was revezled about the same fimes,

Thet's when Comerstone Chureh mmoved fo prolect s growing Investman,
aceording fo the Rev, Rober Pitts, associale pastor, The church obtained
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& temporary restraining order o hait negotiations on the sale and entared
8 corporale agreemant with the Millers, hiring them fo run tha station for 2
combinad annued salary of $106,000.

That agreemant fell apart afler 16 months when Comersions sald jt
discovered two outstanding Judgmants zgainst fha Millers and Channs] 48
for $468,000,

A court-appelnfed recsiver, Sylvanla atiomsy Refph DeMuna I, bsgan
oversesing the station and eventuelly put it up for auetion, with
Comarstone Church buying It for $81 3,854 In 2008,

The statlon Is now run by a Comerstons subsidiary, Matrix Broadcasting
Communications Inc, snd is caried on Channs! 58 on Buckeys
CableSystem. |t broadcests a mix of secutar programs and sports,

Rdr. Miller and Ais supporiers have fought Comerstone every step of tha
vy, frequently alleding fraudulent and conspiratorial tactics by tha church
and iis atiornays, Among the efforls Mr. Miller pureusd were filing
objections with the FCO sesking o prevent, and ater reseind, the lleanse
transfer lo Cornerstone, and complaints vith the SEC and IRS over sfock
transfers,

The Miller confingent afso filed & saries of corporate bankruptcy petitions;
a federal discrimination lawsujl 2gafnst the church and L&M Video;
lawsuits In Lucas County Commen Pleas Court and an zppeal ta the Ohio
6th District Court of Appeals: and ethlcs complainis with the Toledo Per
Assoclztlon and the Ohio Suprema Cour agafnst ths church's afterneys,
All tha clalms were disnssed or droppsd,

kr, Miller also sald he went fo the Toledo FBland wrote a leter fo tha
FCG alleglng that one of hls creditors, Mark Dobronsky, whosa Michigan
cormpzny, Telelech, Inc., leases spaca for tha TV siation's trensmitter, had
accused himof making death threats,

It was a judgmant from Teletzch sgalnst Mr, Killer that forcad the statfon
into recatvarehip.

Yeslerday, Teletech's eifornsy, Jim Nowak, s2'd the firm agreed fo transfer
that judgmsnt - which was $238,000 hwo years 2o and which has
continued fo collzct inferest - to Comerstons,

Brucs Schosnberger, a Cornerstona attorney, eaid the church vill work
with Mr. Dobransky to sefils thel judgment. According fo Mr,
Schoenbarger, Mr, Daobronsky wes not hzppy with the arrangemeant but feit
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4. Unattended dyarette blamed for fatal blaze In Fast

Tolzdo

3. 41to 6 inches of snow expected for Toledo area

TR Py & Police charge man, 27, In fatal hit-skip crash
Tl Siwmen In Paritand, 7. Frst iady's outfits gat mixed reviews

it was bstter than having the legalities dreg on further,

In March, 2008, Judge Jennings fssued 2 slemly worded decieion saying

thet the Millers "fraudulently” and “wrongly” diverted more than $125,000 g;‘&. Shoating
fromthe TV station during receivarship for personal flems, and erderad the ,;"':Pag‘ bies 8. Hale goose needs place to veeather chilly winter
| g iay
+ coupieto pay tha monsy 1o ths receiver, O, GOP Laads 9 LCIC ghves refns to 'blus-ribbort exécutive penet
Al Judgrmznte againel the Millers 2nd LM 2re now droppad, Ir. £ Tl 10. Web sites plug water viorks by Boy viing Grean
Schosnberger sald, Including the §488,000 in Judgmznis and the $125,000 % painter
In divaded funds, R} - Play
Comerstons Church ie afso dropping a requssl for the Millers and L&M fo %ﬁ i‘:fﬂzeﬂ:, ngfllc"y
relmburss the church for legal fees. ¢ it - ,
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* Gov. Blagafevich's Impazchment tial rolls along
* Deadiy winter storm bagins barrags In Northeast
* Leiler oifers clues fo dzath of 5 kds, 2 aduits

Hoveard Hershman, another Comersions aftorney, sald pending
mofions were dismissed with prejudics, which bars any new legal filings
Involving prior events.

Wir. Schosnberger sald the sefilament "was one of the directions we had
hopad this wolid go,” 2nd thet Comerstons wes sstisfisd vith the

oulcome,
2 : .
M. Pitls sald e was *very glad® to ssfile he cas= but thet he viould not . SfBuksmeSS HEHS]H;IGIS for bad bank asset
have dons so without a letisr Mr, Mury wiote fo tha FCC, which vl bs . MaD:s ?a};omff?s r;?srgp; ns‘&:?rep\fgrl’zrrs ;um;r;n ;g;ﬁ )
i I J fn (T I 1 1, B 0 i VOTR a
avellable on ths FCC's Web site z2ad In WHNT's public Information file, * Bozing posts loss, aanouncss 10,000 Job cuts

“That lsfler was Important fo ma beczuss i addrassed tha Inflammatory
cormiments he has mads fowerd us, our church offictals, and our aforneys,”
Mr. Pitfs s=d, "Without that letter, we would havs moved fonyard with our
motions for sanctions.” pu Spo rts Headlines

Mr. Murry, L&M Video's president of tha board, said afler tha settlanmant
yesterday that he had no commsnt and nelther did Kr, Killer nor the other
board mambers, Gabrisl Barrow, Billy Barrow, and Richard Johnson,

Cordact David Yonke at:
dyonke@thablade.com
or 418-724-6154,
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¢ Daells dons; Monty s Europs's Ryder Cup captain
¢ Digw, Brown lead Bobeals past Lekers 117-110
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