
Quarterly Significant Issues Report

Period 3: July 1 - September 30, 2022

Compiled by John Voket – Director of Public Affairs – Connoisseur Media (CT)

This quarterly significant issues report reflects concerns facing our local communities, and details how our radio station

is responding through weekly public affairs programming, news reports, PSAs and streaming content. Our

award-winning public affairs program - For The People - is produced in-house by Public Affairs Director John Voket, and

features multiple extended segments along with hyperlocal PSAs.

The producer regularly interacts with residents, representatives of local, regional and national organizations, as well as

political and community leaders to help ascertain issues and initiatives relevant to listeners. These sources help qualify

programming decisions and identify guests attempting to analyze, explain and/or address these concerns. The producer

also monitors daily news reports to stay informed, and to respond quickly when incidents or issues require more

detailed or expanded focus.

This quarter, our programs included reporting on: Watch For Me CT - EnergizeCT - the CCM Municipal Guidebook -

the Homes for the Brave Annex - the CT Child Tax Rebate - Preservation Connecticut - the CT Essential Worker

COVID-19 Assistance Fund - Veterans for Political Innovation - the Susan D. Flynn Oncology Nursing Development

Program - the East Haven School District ALICE 'Go Buckets' - SHU Social Justice Symposium - CT Dental Assoc.- Sen.

Tony Hwang /Health Insurance Rate Increasess - CT Voices for Children - End Hunger Connecticut - a CT DPH

Monkeypox Advisory - Boys & Girls Village Youth Link Mentoring - Call Before You Dig - CT Office of the Arts Artist

Fellowship Program - Aquiline Drones/CSCU Training Program - the 2022 Closer to Free Ride - CT Association of School

Based Health Centers - Connex Financial Literacy Initiative - LiveGirl - the 35th Bigelow Tea Community Challenge -

Adam's House - Special Report: The Beardsley Zoo's 100th Anniversary - Griffin Health Long COVID - Lupus Foundation

of America - Wheeler Adolescent Mental Health Outpatient Services - Aware Recovery Care - Election Cybersecurity -

the CT Center for Nursing Workforce - Recovery Network of Programs - Suicide Prevention Awareness/ United Way CT -

Mikey’s Way Foundation

Our program occasionally features a series or “special report” - extended focus on a particular theme, or multi-faceted

coverage on more broad or complicated issues. These specials and series have focused on Connecticut's organic farms,

farmers and gardeners; stigmas facing individuals with disabilities or mental health issues; environmental preservation

and conservation; events like the Beardsley Zoo's 100th Anniversary, Wilton's Go Green Zero Waste Faire, NOFA's annual

OrganiCONN, and the International Festival of Arts & Ideas; how state government and leadership are affecting

listeners' economic quality of life; workforce development; as well as highlighting initiatives impacting food equity, and

the latest social / racial justice issues affecting our communities.

‘For the People’ airs Sunday mornings at the times noted in the grid below, and each program is available after

broadcast as a podcast on each station’s website and on multiple podcast networks. Two to three local PSAs are aired

during each program promoting numerous causes, agencies, charities or programs serving our listeners.

This quarter, our PSA notifications informed listeners about: the 24th Annual Courage to Speak Ian James Eaccarino

Memorial 9-Mile - Stamford Museum & Nature Center Summer Family Events - the 2022 Child tax Rebate reminder -

Curtain Call's 19th summer of Shakespeare on the Green (Stamford) - CT Interagency Drought Working Group water

use advisory - 988 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Light The Night -

Naugatuck Valley Community College Advanced Manufacturing Information Session - Step OUT for the Brave 40,000

Step Challenge - Beardsley Zoo 100th - 35th Bigelow Tea Community Challenge - Friends of the James Blacstone

Memorial Library Book Sale - Barnum Museum Virtual Family Trivia Night - Foundation 4 Financial Independence Social

Security Education Workshop - Family Talk About Drinking Parent Guide - CT DOL Unemployment Text Scam - US Navy

Vets / Recruits Bonus & Loan Repayment Benefits - National Suicide Prevention Week - Griffin Health / Safe Kids child

passenger safety clinic - 211/988 Suicide Prevention Month - NAMI SWCT new virtual speaker series - Abilis Baby & Me

- CT Dept of Veterans Affairs Service Members STAND DOWN 2022 - Saluting Branches: Arborists United for Veteran

Remembrance - CareerConneCT new post-COVID job training - Griffin Health Long COVID-19 Therapy Program
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STAR 99.9 traffic reports are twice an hour from 3pm-7pm.

STAR 99.9 weather is 4 times an hour weekdays from 6am-9am. Twice an hour weekdays from 10am-7pm

Reports of significant traffic events are made at other times when deemed appropriate by management or on-air staff.

In 2022, For The People continues focusing on critical community issues related to:

● Aging / Veterans (A/V) – Highlighting people, programs, local, state, or regional agencies, and/or legislation -

and how they respond to critical issues involving Connecticut veterans and/or our maturing population.

● Environment / Agriculture (Ev/Ag) – focusing on issues, local agencies and/or initiatives that may impact,

protect, preserve, and/or enhance the environment and Connecticut's agricultural sustainability.

● Government / Volunteerism (G/V) – promoting governmental or political issues or political leaders - and

'boutique' or hyper-local causes partnering with - or requesting station and/or staff assistance - because they recognize

our broadcast platform's value, and the responsiveness we inspire throughout our listening area.

● Health / Safety (H/S) – highlighting issues, agencies, and activities specifically related to health and/or safety.

● Social/Racial Justice (SRJ) - agencies and/or individuals educating, engaging, or promoting Social and/or

Racial Justice issues or programs.

● Workforce / Consumer / Tourism (W/C/T) – reporting on initiatives, agencies, or programs dealing with local,

state, national and/or global economic situations affecting Connecticut and/or the communities we serve; economic

and workforce development; and/or programs directed to consumer education/protection; along with focusing on

events or activities related to the state's tourism industry.

● Youth / Education (Y/Ed) – responding to education-related issues and/or concerns facing those under age 21

across Connecticut and our listening area.

Each 'For the People' segment report designates its related area(s) of coverage; approx. length and time of airing. As

public affairs director, I make every effort to ensure each significant issue is addressed during at least one program

each quarter. The extended nature of our program presents opportunities to include more than one significant issue or

area of coverage to be addressed in a particular segment, series, 'Special Report,' or entire program. And since ‘For

the People’ is syndicated regionally and webcasts / podcasts globally, subject matter may contain content of national,

regional and/or state-wide interest as well as community-specific impact.

Everyone at Connoisseur Media is proud of the efforts and energy our staff contributes through company initiatives and

individually in their own communities. We invite you to review our public affairs coverage below as evidence of our

broadcast commitment to those communities and listeners across the State of Connecticut.

John Voket

Director of Public Affairs - WPLR / WEZN / WFOX / WEBE / WICC

440 Wheelers Farms Rd, Suite 302

Milford, CT 06461 / 203-783-8285

john.voket@ConnoisseurCT.com
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Issue

Related

To

Guest / Cause Responding to Community, Regional or Statewide Issue

Airdate,

Time &

Duration

G/V

H/S

Watch for Me

CT

What's being done about the 1,500 pedestrians and 550 bicyclists are hit by cars on

Connecticut roadways?

We're bringing in a rep from Watch for Me CT, a statewide campaign aimed at

reducing those numbers through awareness and enforcement to discuss their work

and how it can benefit local communities. We also covered how the program

provides educational materials to leaders such as government staff, pedestrian and

bicycle advocates, city planners, law enforcement agencies, engineers, public

health professionals, the media, influencers, elected officials, parents, and

educators.

07-03-22

7:02 am

15m

Ev/Ag

W/C/T

Y/Ed

EnergizeCT

How can kids and entire communities learn how to be better at conserving energy

resources?

EnergizeCT and the Director of Energy Efficiency for Eversource called in to talk

about a couple of different programs to help educate kids on how to live in a more

sustainable world, and how to enlist entire communities in helping conserve energy

resources. We talked about the agency's mini virtual energy efficiency lessons, and

the annual eesmarts™ contest inviting students to answer grade level-specific

prompts regarding how they would promote energy efficiency, renewable energy

and reducing their carbon footprints to their families, fellow students and schools.

07-03-22

7:17 am

20m

G/V

H/S

SRJ

Connecticut

Conference of

Municipalities

When racial tension escalates, what are the most effective ways for municipalities

and police to respond?

We heard from a special projects coordinator from the Connecticut Conference of

Municipalities about the agency's just published and first of its kind guidebook to

help town and city leaders and police agencies better respond to racial tension in

their communities.

07-03-22

7:39 am

15m

A/V

H/S

Homes for the

Brave Annex

Do you know a veteran - or a vet's family member who may need some assistance?

The Homes for the Brave Annex is now open, and we brought in one of the agency

leaders to explain how this new intake center is delivering comprehensive services

including healthcare, employment, and financial support for veterans and their

families.

07-10-22

7:02 am

15m

G/V

SRJ

CT Child Tax

Rebate

What could you do for your kids this summer with an extra $250, $500, or $750?

United Way of Connecticut dropped in to remind listeners that more than 150,000

families across the state might be leaving as much as $750 cash on the table unless

they apply for the 2022 Connecticut Child Tax Rebate before July 31. We heard

about the program guidelines, what applicants should expect when applying, and

the necessary information they would need to successfully apply and expedite

delivery of this unique benefit and the trial program from which it comes.

07-10-22

7:17 am

20m

Ev/Ag

G/V

Preservation

CT

Does your home or property have historic value - or would you like to know more

about historic sites near you?

It had been several years since we visited with Preservation CT. Listeners were able

to tune in and learn how this agency is working to help protect, preserve, and

promote historical buildings and sites across the state, as well as how to work with

the agency to determine whether their property might be historically significant -

and / or qualify for historic designation status.

07-10-22

7:39 am

15m

G/V

H/S

SRJ

Essential

Worker

COVID-19

Assistance

Fund

Did you suffer virus-related losses and expenses as a front-line worker during the

earlier stages of the COVID-19 pandemic?

This encore segment featured the State Comptroller reminding listeners about

Connecticut's new Essential Worker COVID-19 Assistance Fund providing

compensation for a number of virus-related losses and expenses. Eligibility had just

07-17-22

7:02 am

15m



been expanded to the CDC’s 1C list of essential workers - and the application

deadline was extended, so we re-played this interview.

A/V

G/V

Veterans for

Political

Innovation

Are you a veteran who wishes government leaders would get back to the business

of serving people instead of their own political aspirations?

This encore segment challenged veterans - especially those concerned about the

direction the country is going. A rep from Veterans for Political Innovation covered

how the organization is mobilizing heroes to help make our nation's political system

less toxic and more competitive by becoming more involved in local and state

political action.

07-17-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S

W/C/T

Y/Ed

Susan D. Flynn

Oncology

Nursing

Development

Program

Are you a nurse or do you have aspirations to be one?

We met the founder of the Susan D. Flynn Oncology Nursing Development Program -

who is helping both experienced and aspiring nurses become one of America's next

generation of oncology and palliative care specialists by providing training at no

cost in affiliation with a growing network of prestigious medical centers.

07-17-22

7:39 am

15m

G/V

H/S

Y/Ed

E. Haven

Public Schools

/ ALICE

Have you heard how police and schools are working on a brand new protocol to

help save lives in the event of an in-school crisis situation?

Today we helped unveil an important newly developed school security tactic called

ALICE - Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate - which is changing how police

and schools confront crises. We heard from the East Haven school district and Police

Dept. about how listeners can help as that community prepared to launch this new

protocol in the fall.

07-24-22

7:02 am

15m

SRJ

Y/Ed

SHU 1st Annual

Social Justice

Symposium

Is social justice something we can all learn about and apply to help make our

neighborhoods and communities better for everybody?

Our guest and event organizer previewed and invited listeners to participate in a

first of its kind social justice symposium coming to Sacred Heart University. We

chatted about why this kind of day-long event is important for local communities,

and community members across the region should consider attending.

07-24-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S
CT Dental

Assoc.

Have you been putting off dental care because of the pandemic?

We're drilled into some serious health concerns with a spokesperson from the CT

Dental Assoc to help gently educate listeners about why reconnecting with their

dentist office is so important. We also covered the many roles dentists play in

keeping one's whole body in good health.

07-24-22

7:39 am

15m

G/V

H/S

Senator Tony

Hwang

Are you ready to pay 15 - 25% more for your health insurance?

State Senator Tony Hwang dropped in to help listeners unpack complexities related

to numerous significant health insurance rate hike proposals on the table for 2023 -

and how listeners as health insurance consumers could step up to help stop or

potentially reduce those proposed rate increases.

07-31-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

SRJ

Y/Ed

CT Voices for

Children

How good - or bad - do we have it when it comes to childcare?

Connecticut Voices for Children visited to discuss some of the most important trends

and data coming out of the 2022 State of Early Childhood report - which analyzes

the accessibility, affordability, quality, and funding of Connecticut’s early childhood

system.

07-31-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S

Y/Ed
End Hunger CT

What's on the menu for your kids this school year?

We reconnected with End Hunger Connecticut, which had just convened a round

table of experts discussing the future of the state's popular summer meals program.

We heard about some of the important concerns emerging about the current state

of Connecticut children's nutrition, and learned a bit about what's in store for kids

in cafeterias all over the state this school year.

07-31-22

7:39 am

15m

G/V

H/S

CT Public

Health

Commissioner

/ Monkeypox

How concerned should you be about the global monkeypox outbreak?

Connecticut had already seen a fair share of cases, so we called on the state's top

doc - Public Health Commissioner Dr. Manisha Juthani to fill listeners in on

08-07-22

7:02 am

15m



everything they needed to know about monkeypox, and the rollout of community

outreach information and vaccination programs.

G/V

H/S

SRJ

Y/Ed

Youth Link

Mentoring

Why can't some of the best mentors imagine themselves in that role?

We replayed a visit with the coordinator of the Youth Link Mentoring Program at

Boys and Girls Village - an initiative recruiting mentors to be trained to support

communities of LGBTQ+ youths across the state.

08-07-22

7:17 am

20m

G/V

H/S

W/C/T

CBYD

8-1-1 Day

Do you really know how deep utility, gas, or fiber optic may be buried around your

yard or job site?

Ahead of August 11 - "8-1-1 Day" - we helped remind any private property owner or

commercial excavators about the mandated Call Before You Dig protocol here in

Connecticut - no matter how large or small the project. Our guest also reminded

excavators about new virtual safety programs and certifications being offered by

the agency.

08-07-22

7:39 am

15m

G/V

SRJ

W/C/T

Y/Ed

CT Office of

the Arts

(DECD)

Are you an artist looking for support to fund your latest or best creative

inspiration?

Our first segment brought together a trio talking about the Connecticut Office of

the Arts and its Artist fellowship Program — providing recognition and funding

support for Connecticut artists to pursue new work and advance their artistic

careers.

08-14-22

7:02 am

15m

G/V

H/S

W/C/T

Y/Ed

CSCU &

Aquiline

Drones

How would you like to explore a career as a drone pilot - at your local state or

community college?

We welcomed back the CEO and founder of Connecticut's Aquiline Drones and the

Regional President of the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities system to

discuss how they are partnering on a brand new drone career training and licensing

curriculum beginning this fall.

08-14-22

7:29 am

20m

G/V

H/S

Closer to Free

Ride

Can you put two wheels to work getting others 'Closer to Free' from cancer?

This segment helped promote September's Closer to Free Ride - supporting critical

cancer research and care. We met the surviving spouse and caregiver of a Smilow

patient hosting an upcoming grassroots event he organized with proceeds going to

Smilow Cancer Hospital and the Yale Cancer Center.

08-21-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

W/C/T

Y/Ed

CT Association

of School

Based Health

Centers

Is your child benefiting from the many resources a school-based health center

offers?

We welcomed the new boss at The Connecticut Association of School Based Health

Centers - and learned how the agency is working to increase access to quality

health care for all Connecticut students. We also helped promote the organization's

annual conference.

08-21-22

7:17 am

20m

W/C/T

Y/Ed

Connex Credit

Union

Would you like to save yourself - or your kids - all the headaches that come from

making 'money mistakes'?

We talked about financial literacy, community outreach, and financial management

with the Connex nonprofit credit union's top executive who brought numerous  tips

about managing money and credit that could help save younger people and college

students from getting into financial rough waters.

08-21-22

7:39 am

15m

SRJ

Y/Ed
LiveGirl

Where can parents engage programs helping develop confident community-minded

young women leaders?

We were pleased to welcome the newly-appointed leader of LiveGirl to learn how

to get young women involved with this non-profit that is working to empower them

through year-round leadership development and mentoring that builds

self-confidence and fosters diversity.

08-28-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

SRJ

W/C/T

Y/Ed

Bigelow Tea

Community

Challenge

How can listeners be part of one event that spreads support across dozens of

worthy local nonprofits?

Our annual visit with Cindi Bigelow also brought representatives from a couple of

recipient agencies of The 35th Annual Bigelow Tea Community Challenge. We

08-28-22

7:17 am

20m



engaged leaders from Pivot Ministries and the Mercy Learning Center, both serving

and supporting unique, and in some cases, crossover members from the greater

Bridgeport area, and Fairfield / New Haven county communities.

G/V

H/S

Y/Ed

Adam's House

If you love those exciting TV dancing shows, would you come out and see one in

person to support a good cause?

We helped prepare listeners to see some awesome dancing as we visited with Adams

House - a no cost nonprofit provider of services for families and young people

traumatized by the loss of a close loved one - promoting its Dancing With The Stars

event to raise funds to sustain and expand their program of grief education and

peer support.

08-28-22

7:39 am

15m

Ev/Ag

W/C/T

Y/Ed

SPECIAL

REPORT:

The Beardsley

Zoo

Have you been to Connecticut's only zoo lately?

As promised earlier this year, we're heading out to help celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of Connecticut's Beardsley Zoo, located in Bridgeport, the Beardsley

Zoo is also the only AZA-accredited zoo in the state - and it features one of

Connecticut's remaining fully operational carousels, a farmyard, picnic areas, a

massive antique greenhouse, and so much more. As we meander through the zoo

with Director Gregg Dancho, we'll visit the zoo's new spider monkeys, the

soon-to-open Andean Bear habitat, we'll learn about the zoo's Sky Hunters, how its

working to save and sustain the endangered monarch butterfly, and we'll preview

this fall's coolest evening activity, the massive Beardsley Zoo Glow Wild exhibit.

09-04-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

Griffin Health

Long COVID

Program

Do you suspect you may have 'long COVID' or lingering virus symptoms?

As the after effects of the COVID-19 virus affects more community members, we

called on a representative from Griffin Health to have an important conversation

about Long COVID and how that health system is diagnosing and addressing it with a

newly introduced, state of the art treatment.

09-11-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

Lupus

Foundation of

America

Could LUPUS be affecting someone you care about?

In this segment, we called on our friends from the Lupus Foundation of America to

learn how it's supporting research and the day to day needs of our neighbors

grappling with this insidious illness. We'll also informed listeners how to help by

being part of the 2022 CT Walks To End Lupus.

09-11-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S

Y/Ed

Wheeler

Health

Outpatient

Youth MH

Program

Is your child or one you know experiencing levels of anxiety or stress like you've

never seen before?

We welcomed back a spokesperson from Wheeler Health to help spreading the word

about the agency's groundbreaking youth and young adult outpatient mental health

program which just launched in several locations across our listening area including

Waterbury.

09-11-22

7:39 am

15m

H/S
Aware

Recovery Care

Have you hit the wall and decided you are ready to talk about your addiction?

It's National Recovery Month, so in this first of two segments, we checked in with

our partners from Aware Recovery Care to remind listeners about the organization's

unique and successful in-home recovery program along with the critical roles played

by loved ones as part of the recovery team - and not just the ones shouldering the

entire challenge.

09-18-22

7:02 am

15m

G/V
Election

Cybersecurity

Could your vote this Election Day be manipulated by a cybersecurity breach?

As misinformation continued spreading about election and voting integrity, For the

People circled back for a very enlightening, and maybe perhaps a bit concerning

update from our source at the Election Cybersecurity Initiative at USC's Annenberg

Center on Communication Leadership and Policy who had just completed an

educational forum with voting officials in Connecticut.

09-18-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S

W/C/T

Y/Ed

CT Center for

Nursing

Workforce

How long can our state handle the dwindling staffing and lagging recruitment in

our nursing workforce?

For the People reconnected over our state's crisis in nursing staffing while

celebrating the 42nd Annual RN Student Day with the CT Center for Nursing

09-18-22

7:39 am

15m



Workforce. We learned how the agency has consolidated to better serve and

advocate for nurses, while working to recruit and improve working situations for

Connecticut's future nursing workforce.

H/S

Recovery

Network of

Programs

Have you hit the wall and decided you are ready to talk about your addiction?

We closed our National Recovery Month coverage with the second of two segments,

this one featuring Bridgeport's Recovery Network of Programs - which is not only

celebrating its 50th Anniversary, but is more than ever committed to empowering

those in need to get the compassionate and personalized support they deserve to

help improve their lives, all while creating impactful change in the community.

09-25-22

7:02 am

15m

H/S

Suicide

Prevention

Awareness

Month

Do you know someone who might be considering harming themselves - or worse?

We're also closed out Suicide Prevention Awareness Month with United Way CT and

an individual who has lived to talk about his suicide experience. So far in 2022, we

learned nearly 112,000 Connecticut residents reached out to United Way of

Connecticut’s 211 mental health crisis team via 988, and how United Way was

working to help residents  access support if they are thinking about suicide.

09-25-22

7:17 am

20m

H/S

Y/Ed

Mikey’s Way

Foundation

Where can parents of kids diagnosed with cancer turn for support and empathetic

assistance?

The founder of Mikey’s Way Foundation returned to discuss how his grassroots

nonprofit is helping connect and enrich the lives of children suffering with cancer

and other life-threatening illnesses, and invite listeners to support the upcoming

Mikey's Way Night of Comedy.

09-25-22

7:39 am

15m


