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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO METRO DETROIT 
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN  

FOURTH QUARTER 2015 
 
 

Economy : Sustainable Energy. Financial and Employment Assistance For Veterans. 
Parade Company. Business Leaders Tackle Homelessness. Michigan Made. 
Governor’s Reflections. End Of Year Charitable Giving. 
 
Health:  Health Care Sustainability. Eating Together. Self Help Hero. Breast Cancer 
Awareness. Mental Health. Men’s Health Movement. Alzheimer’s Awareness. 
Exoskeletal Technology. Wishes For Sick Children. Michigan’s Health. Past and Future 
of Health Care. 
 
Community Outreach:  Gun Violence Prevention. Mentoring. Blight Removal and 
Rebuilding. Healthy Events For Detroit School Students. Open Enrollment Outreach. 
Veteran Support. Eliminating Political Parties. Distracted Driving. Grieving Through The 
Holidays. Animal Welfare. Hugs Not Bullets 
 
Art and Education:  Theater in Detroit. Detroit Native NFL Player Gives Back. WW II 
Vets Honored With Memorial. Education For Dependents of Veterans. Theater 
Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economy : 
 

10/11/15 
EcoWorks Detroit 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
EcoWorks is a Detroit-based nonprofit with over thirty years of providing services at the 
intersection of community development and sustainability. The roots of this organization 
are firmly planted in energy conservation. However, EcoWorks Detroit has grown to 
emphasize all aspects of sustainable development as it relates to building affordable, 
energy efficient residential housing and commercial buildings. 
 

11/8/15 
Vets Returning Home 

7:00 to 7:15 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Veterans in crisis are one of the most pressing problems impacting society today.  A 
quarter of all the homeless in America are veterans.  Many are physically disabled or 
suffering from PTSD, yet receive no financial assistance from government agencies, 
either because they don’t know how to get their benefits or because there are over one 
million claims backlogged up to two years. Vets Returning Home’s program is structured 
to lead veterans to become independent wage earners and tax payers, and have a 
positive impact on their community.  They have numerous collaborating and supporting 
partners that allow us to provide the professional guidance required to lead our veterans 
through their crisis and back into society. 
 

11/22/15 
The Parade Company 

7:15 to 7:45 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Michigan Thanksgiving Parade Foundation was founded in 1982 for the purpose of 
staging and perpetuating America’s Thanksgiving Parade®, Michigan’s grandest and 
most cherished civic event.  It is governed by key civic and corporate leaders 
representing the primary industrial, retail, automotive and institutional organizations that 
define the greater Detroit community.  Their active involvement ensures that America’s 
Thanksgiving Parade® remains a vital part of metropolitan Detroit’s cultural community. 
The Michigan Thanksgiving Parade Foundation also includes a volunteer corps of 
1,500.  These dedicated individuals contribute to the staging of America’s Thanksgiving 
Parade®, under the supervision of Michigan’s Thanksgiving Parade Foundation and a 
full-time management staff of event, marketing, and creative professionals. The 
Michigan Thanksgiving Parade, now known as America’s Thanksgiving 
Parade® presented by Art Van, was founded in 1924.  For more than 75 years, The 
Parade has been a one-of-a-kind spectacle of fantasy, holiday spirit and community 
enthusiasm.  The Parade has grown to include more than 75 parade units, including 
floats, balloons and marching bands in procession.  America’s Thanksgiving 



Parade® presented by Art Van is Detroit’s most visible civic event, a positive 
demonstration of the best this community has to offer to its people and the greater 
American community.  Exceptional curbside attendance as well as extensive “live” radio 
and television coverage, on a regional and national level, combine to create 
unparalleled marketing and promotional exposure for the City of Detroit. 
 

12/13/15 
Executive Sleep Out For Covenant House 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Each November, business leaders and top corporate executives spend one night 
sleeping on the streets of Detroit in solidarity with countless homeless kids. The goal is 
to let these kids know that they are not alone. Another goal is to let the community know 
that together, a difference can be made.  Hundreds of business leaders across the 
country, including here in Metro Detroit, sleep out and collectively raise millions of 
dollars to support Covenant Houses’ life saving programs for homeless youth. 
 

12/13/15 
Buy Michigan Products 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The 2015 version of the Made In Michigan holiday shopping guide has come out U.S. In 
this segment listeners are informed about products they may not realize can be 
purchased here in Michigan and shipped to friends and family across the country. Not 
only does this highlight “made-in-Michigan” products but this guide serves as a catalyst 
for a tremendous boost to Michigan’s bottom line. 
 

12/27/15 
Governor Snyder Year In Review 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In these segments Governor Snyder reflects on the challenges and accomlishments of 
the year while looking ahead to 2016.  He talks about the Flint water controversy as well 
as education in the state. A primary initiative he touts is what he calls, “P-20” which 
aims to enhance the education continuum from early childhood to young adulthood. He 
espouses the need for trade and career educations with an emphasis on creating and 
keeping Michigan jobs. The governor also says that passing a road-funding package is 
one of the greatest accomplishments of 2015. 
 



12/27/15 
End of Year Charitable Giving 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The vast majority of charitable giving is done near the end of the year. People are not 
only more giving at this time of year but they want to make sure they are getting the 
greatest tax breaks. In this segment the ins and outs of giving are discussed including at 
what point in the transaction a donation is actually considered to have been made. This 
depends on a variety of factors like a postmark on an envelope and when a credit card 
transaction actually goes through. Additionally the guest talks about the best ways to 
make sure a charitable organization is both legitimate and fiscally sound. 
 
 
Health: 
 

10/4/15 (re-aired 12/20/15) 
DMC 100 Years 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
These segments address the ever-changing needs of our communities when it comes 
to health care. With a focus on the evolution of 100-years of the DMC the organization’s 
Chief Executive Officer talk’s about the things people should look for when it comes to 
health care. He also highlights the differences between health care offerings decades 
ago and all that’s available to patients now. The segment also outlines why hospital 
systems need to change with the changes in the needs of the community. For example 
more health care facilities are now catering to the ever-growing elderly population. 
 

10/11/15 
National Eat Together Month 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
This is national Eat Together Month and Dr. David Magnano says it’s a great time to talk 
to families about not only eating together but also eating better. He offers seven tips for 
families when it comes to making better meal choices as well as guiding people to slow 
down not only their eating but also their lifestyle all-together. 
 

10/18/15 
Self Help Hero 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Lisa J is, at 48-years-old a two-time kidney transplant recipient, a multiple cancer 
survivor and a woman who has had both hips and a knee replaced. She was recently 
diagnosed with cirrhosis of the liver – having contracted Hep – C as the result of a 
tainted blood transfusion. During these segments Lisa explains that a diagnosis of a 



disease does not have to always equal a death sentence. She urges listeners to turn 
over every stone when it comes to treatment options. While respecting her physicians 
she also says that sometimes they may not be aware of a new possibility. She 
espouses positive attitude plus a strong medical team. She also talks to families of 
those who are struggling with disease and offers coping mechanisms. 
 

10/25/15 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Two representatives of Beaumont Hospital 
talk about the importance of awareness, research and early screening.  The goal of 
experts in the field is to prevent and cure breast cancer by advancing the world's most 
promising research.  They say that breast cancer knows no age, gender or race. As the 
most common cancer in women worldwide and the second most common cancer 
overall, it remains a fact of life.  Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in 
the world’s poorest countries and the second leading cause of cancer death in 
American women.  
 

11/1/15 
Kadima 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Kadima’s Adult Services provide individual, group and family treatment, residential 
options, recreational and socialization activities, family support group, supported 
employment, case coordination and summer camp for adult clients who are diagnosed 
with serious and persistent mental illness, e.g., schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, schizo-
affective disorder and major depression. The Adult service includes Kadima-Plus which 
provides home support and case management services for seniors, 65+ years, who 
struggle with mental illness. Kadima’s Child and Adolescent Services provide individual, 
family and group treatment, a parent support/advocacy group, respite services, social 
and recreational activities, case advocacy and crisis intervention for children, three – 18 
years, who are diagnosed with serious emotional and behavioral disorders. 
 

11/15/15 
Movember 
7:30 to 8:00 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Growing out one's facial hair for 30 days is called "Movember" or "No-Shave 
Movember," and it's meant to raise awareness for cancer and men’s health.  Movember 
began in Australia in 2003 to raise awareness for prostate and testicular cancers, 
according to the non-profit Movember Foundation.  Now, it has campaigns in 21 
countries, according to the organization. This year, the U.S. Movember campaign will 
also include men's mental health and men's fitness. 



11/22/15 
Alzheimer’s Awareness 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
November National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month. Approximately five-point-two million 
Americans have Alzheimer's disease, and all Americans are affected by it, either directly 
or indirectly. This includes those who have been diagnosed with it, who are 
experiencing symptoms but haven't yet been diagnosed and those who know and love 
someone with Alzheimer's disease. 
 

11/29/15 
Exo-skeletal Technology Available in Southeastern Michigan 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Area physical therapist Greg Kirk has partnered with Argo Technologies to help bring 
the exoskeletal technology to Michigan. ReWalk is the only exoskeleton manufacturer in 
the United States with FDA clearances. Kirk says this can give some paraplegics the 
ability to actually walk.  ReWalk is a commercial bionic walking assistance system 
developed by an Israeli engineer who sustained a spinal cord injury. It uses powered leg 
attachments to enable paraplegics to stand upright, walk and climb stairs. The system is 
powered by a backpack battery, and is controlled by a simple wrist-mounted remote, 
which detects and enhances the user's movements. 
 

12/6/15 
The Rainbow Connection 

7:15 to 7:45 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The mission of The Rainbow Connection is to grant wishes to Michigan Children with 
life threatening illnesses.  On May 9, 1980, Ron Dobson, his wife Janet, and their two 
children, Tim and Jennifer, were traveling on Ron’s private airplane to a wedding in 
Canada when tragedy struck. Ron’s oil pump froze up, and the plane crashed. 
Tragically, Ron and the children were killed and Janet was critically injured. In August of 
1980 L. Brooks Patterson, Oakland County Executive, and other dear friends held a 
memorial Golf Outing to raise scholarship funds in the children’s names, raising around 
23-hundred dollars that first year. From that humble beginning has evolved what is now 
today The Rainbow Connection, a Michigan based 501 © (3) charity dedicated to 
making dreams come true for Michigan children who are literally fighting for their lives. 
Janet Dobson, wife of Ron and mother of Tim and Jennifer sits on the community based 
Board of Directors. Since 1985 thousands of Michigan children with life threatening 
illnesses have experienced their most special dream come true. Today the Rainbow 
Connection’s annual budget is 2.3 million.  From something as simple as a computer, 
going to the Super Bowl, or a glorious trip to Disney World, we make dreams come true 
throughout the year. 
 



12/20/15 
Michigan Health Rankings 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Michigan ranks at around 35th in a new report that ranks the health of the country. We 
have among the highest numbers of smokers in the country with 21-percent of Michigan 
adults reporting that they smoke. The obesity rate in the state is also in the bottom half 
of the rankings. On the plus side Michigan is in the top 20 when it comes to the number 
of insured residents. The guest says that this number can, in turn, result in more people 
getting to the doctor and participating in healthy initiatives. 
 
 
Community Outreach: 

 
10/4/15 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Big Event 
7:30 to 8:00 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

For more than 100 years, Big Brothers Big Sisters has operated under the belief that 
inherent in every child is the ability to succeed and thrive in life. As the nation’s largest 
donor and volunteer supported mentoring network, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
metropolitan Detroit makes meaningful, monitored matches between adult volunteers 
(“Bigs”) and children (“Littles”), ages 6 through 18. They develop positive relationships 
that have a direct and lasting effect on the lives of young people. A BIG fundraising 
event is coming up later this month, focused on raising money and awareness about the 
importance of mentoring a child in the metropolitan Detroit community. 

 
 

10/11/15 
NSO Gun Violence Prevention 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
NSO is Neighborhood Service Organization, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit human services 
agency serving the community’s most vulnerable neighbors. NSO has been supporting 
the community for 60 years with innovative services. Some of their services are 
location-based, serving neighbors who come to them for help.  Other services focus on 
outreach, traveling out into the community, reaching people wherever they are. Today’s 
segments feature NSO Executive Director Sheilah Clay talking about the need to quell 
gun violence in Detroit and across the county. She offers concrete ideas and solutions 
to treat those with mental illness who commit violent crimes as well as encouraging 
parents and community leaders to change the conversation and shift attitudes toward 
violence. 

 
 
 



10/18/15 
Life Remodeled  

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Life Remodeled is a non-profit organization that exists to remodel lives – one 
neighborhood at a time. They use holistic strategies to make dramatic and immediate 
impact in communities and to establish foundations for long-term sustainable growth 
and development. Their annual project includes remodeling a Detroit school each 
summer to help create academic and athletic improvements and to restore the school 
as a source of pride within the community. Additionally, they believe by partnering with 
local residents to remove blight in the surrounding area and create safe and 
inspirational pathways to the school, they will help build up and sustain a neighborhood 
that radiates hope to the rest of the city.  They continue to work in these neighborhoods 
for years to come to enhance the schools, revitalize housing, increase employment 
opportunities, and cultivate long-term relationships, all of which enable the development 
of healthy and thriving communities. 
 

10/25/15 
Homies Detroit 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
On Sunday, November 8, the Downtown Boxing Gym Youth Program (DBG) and 
Homies Detroit (homd) invite the community to the Downtown Boxing Gym for the 
Homies Detroit Round Two Fundraiser. Guests will enjoy an afternoon of health and 
wellness and after attendees achieve an appropriate level of Zen they will be treated to 
local art, music and food. Homd ROUND TWO will feature eight different yoga and 
wellness workshops lead by local experts and a slow-flow yoga program lead by 
internationally renowned yoga instructor Michael Mccarthy of Blue Yoga. DBG Founder 
and Program Director Carlo “Coach Khali” Sweeney started the organization in 2007 as 
a platform to encourage education and keep kids safe. 100% of the students who have 
finished the DBG Youth Program have graduated form high school. 
 

11/1/15 
Open Enrollment Outreach to Minorities 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Open enrollment for health insurance signup is underway. Minorities and low-income 
residents are harder to reach than other segments of the population. This segment talks 
about ways to connect with this segments of our population to make sure they are made 
aware of their health insurance options and guided through the process of signing up for 
health insurance. 
 



11/8/15 
Michigan Veteran Affairs Agency 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA) serves as the central coordinating point 
for Michigan veterans, connecting those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, 
and their families, to services and benefits throughout the state. MVAA was created by 
Executive Order 2013-2 and began operations on March 20, 2013, the 10th anniversary 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  MVAA is a state government agency and is housed within 
Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  The agency works to identify and 
break down barriers veterans face in employment, education, health care and quality of 
life, making Michigan a great place for veterans and their families to call home. The 
agency aggregates veterans services currently found in 14 state agencies as well as 
hundreds of community-based veteran programs to create a ‘no wrong door’ access to 
benefits and services. 
 

11/15/15 
No Labels Politics 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Former Michigan Governor John Engler talks about the need to eliminate party labels in 
the name of getting things done in the legislature. The primary goal of No Labels is to 
start a national movement that will culminate in a Federal government that sees the 
presidential administration and both houses of Congress working together to achieve 
mutually agreed-upon goals that will solve the nation’s problems. 
 

11/29/15 
Distracted Driving 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
This is a frank and in depth discussion about the dangers of distracted driving.  While 
everybody knows that texting and driving is extremely dangerous, there are so many 
other distractions. These include talking on the phone, putting on makeup, shaving and 
even reading books. The U.S. Department of Transportation is leading the effort to stop 
texting and cell phone use behind the wheel. Since 2009, they have held two national 
distracted driving summits, banned texting and cell phone use for commercial drivers, 
encouraged states to adopt tough laws, and launched several campaigns to raise public 
awareness about the issue. 
 



12/6/15 
Angela Hospice 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
This segment talks about healthy ways listeners can allow themselves to grieve through 
a time that is traditionally filled with joy and celebration. Listeners are reminded to 
express their grief rather than keep it in. They are also told that they are not betraying 
the memory of a loved one if they participate in celebrations with friends and families. 
Rebecca DeRaud with Angela Hospice says it is important for everyone to give 
themselves permission to grieve in their own way. 
 

12/6/15 
Detroit Dog Rescue 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Detroit Dog Rescue was born in February 2011 after the City of Detroit refused to allow 
access to a network television series that would have documented the lives of dogs 
trying to survive in an urban environment. There is a stray dog epidemic in the city, just 
as there is in many cities across the United States that have had to deal with economic 
decline, dwindling populations and abandoned buildings. In 2014 Detroit Dog Rescue 
opened the first and only NO-KILL shelter in the city of Detroit. Since achieving that 
goal, they are now helping the city of Detroit become the NO-KILL city. They are helping 
to achieve this through: advocating for alternatives to euthanasia, proper pet care 
education, low cost spay and neutering programs, as well as, assisting low income 
families with pet food and medical resources. 
 

12/13/15 
Michigan Humane Society 

7:30 to 7:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Michigan Humane Society (MHS) has announced the launch of a capital campaign 
to build a new state-of-the-art animal care center, just blocks away from its current 
Detroit shelter. It will cost15.5 million dollars to build.  The future MHS Detroit Animal 
Care Campus will offer improved and highly progressive animal housing, an expanded 
veterinary center, which will be open to the public, a new home for the MHS Cruelty 
Investigation and Rescue Department, dedicated canine and feline rehabilitation areas, 
secure and spacious shelter dog play yards, and a community dog park. Excavation at 
the site has already begun and MHS plans to complete the project by early 2016.  
 
 



12/27/15 
Youth Initiatives/NSO 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The NSO Youth Initiatives Project provides youth leadership and advocacy training 
focused on violence prevention and substance abuse prevention. Frank McGhee talks 
in these segments about the youth-based programs that offer young people in Detroit 
the opportunity to voice their ideas and meet with area leaders. The goal is to stop the 
cycle of violence in the city, letting young people know that there are options available 
to them. Additionally, these segments address the Hugs not Bullets program. This aims 
to stop the use of celebratory gunfire on New Year’s Eve and throughout the year. 
McGhee points out that even when someone fires a gun into the air, people can get 
hurt. It’s simple, he says, what goes up must come down. Additionally, children, he 
points out, shouldn’t be afraid in their own homes, worrying that bullets will come 
through their walls. A substantial portion of the Youth Initiatives Program is mentorship 
and career guidance as well. 
 
 
 
Art and Education: 
 

10-25-15 
Theater in Detroit 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The stars of a production on stage at the Fisher talk about the need for entertainment 
and escape during tough times. More than that, though, they talk to kids who have 
talent and don’t know how to pursue their passion of performing. They also talk to the 
parents of these kids. In a nutshell they remind all that despite program cuts and a lack 
of funds the talented youth of Detroit still have a lot of options when it comes to 
performing and climbing to the top of their fields. 
 

11/1/15 
Uplift 72 Foundation 

7:15 to 7:45 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
San Diego Charger powerhouse and, Detroit native Joseph Barksdale is bringing his 
foundation, Uplift72 to Detroit.  Next week he will make a contribution of five thousand 
dollars to the Detroit Public Schools Foundation to benefit specific programs for Detroit 
Public School students.  Barksdale says that his eyes were first opened to the joy of 
making others happy when he was 12 years old and his Aunt took him to a local 
downtown church to feed the homeless. Every year since, he has made an effort to help 
people as often as possible by giving to various charities and volunteering when he can.  
Uplift 72 is a non-profit community service foundation, whose mission is to contribute to 
the positive self-esteem and academic achievement of youth. Named after one of the 



cardinal principals of his fraternity, Omega Psi Phi, Uplifting students is the main 
objective of the foundation. 
 

11/8/15 
The Michigan World War II Legacy Memorial 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The goal of the founders of The Michigan World War II Legacy Memorial is to honor 
Michigan residents who served in the armed forces and on the home front during World 
War II. The memorial provides a year-round multi-purpose destination that tells 
Michigan’s unique story and encourages visitors to both commemorate and celebrate 
their freedom. It also serves as an inspiration for future generations, reminding visitors 
of the remarkable patriotism, selfless sacrifices and extraordinary devotion to liberty that 
helped save the world. 
 

11/15/15 
Folds of Honor 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Of the one million-plus dependents adversely affected by deployments, nearly nine out 
of 10 do not qualify for federal scholarship assistance. Since 2007, the Folds of Honor 
has carried forth this singular, noble mission. To close the gap providing educational 
support to spouses and children of America's fallen and wounded soldiers. 
 

11/22/15 
Theater Education 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Lead cast members of The Jersey Boys talk about the importance of embracing 
education for the arts. They say that despite funding cuts for arts programs at public 
schools families can still guide their children in a way that can educate and inform when 
it comes to the arts. They say that between community theaters, libraries and free-area 
programming art and music education does not have to be limited to the classroom. 
 

12/13/15 
Healthy Lessons for Detroit School Kids 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Through a partnership with Oakland University, the Rutherford Winans Academy in 
Detroit is teaching kids about healthy lifestyle through a variety of methods. These 
elementary school kids are getting lessons in stress relief and conflict resolution. Among 
other things the children are practicing yoga and meditation as a way to take a pause 
before reacting. 


