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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Detroit Skills 
Airs Monday at 9:53am, 2:53pm and 8:53pm Monday thru Friday.  Tom Jordan focuses on what 
skills are necessary to be working today while also looking ahead to some of the skills that will 
be needed in future work. (See topics attached) 
 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.   
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm, 6:53pm, Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all things 
health including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a healthy 
lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.    
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a fun 
or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and Cultural 
Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm. One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators. 
(See topics attached)  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell 
provides educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other 
skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am. One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53 pm.  One minute in length.  Jeff Gilbert 
highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as critiquing 
new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. Each report runs one 
minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business 
climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
1/3/18 
Various  
Ron Dewey 
Looking Out for Lead Footers 
A heads-up for lead foots: After getting a number of complaints about speeders along the 
Southfield Freeway, State Police announce they will begin a crackdown campaign along the 
busy M-39 thoroughfare for an undetermined length of time. MSP officials also tweeting that 
they hope drivers will slow down on their own. If not, they say... Consider yourself warned. 
 
1/8/18 
5:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
Looking to Stop Wrong-Way Drivers 
Looking to reduce the occurrence of "wrong-way" drivers on area freeways, M-DOT is teaming 
up with the Michigan State Police.  M-DOT traffic safety engineer Josh Carey says some of the 
short-term efforts being made include the installation of additional cameras along local freeways 
-- larger, reflective "wrong way" signs at exit ramps -- and posting immediate alerts on roadside 
message signs when incidents do occur. 
 
1/9/18 
Various 
Jon Hewett 
Workplace Shooting 
Police continue to investigate after workplace dispute in Clinton Township -- which leaves one 
man dead and another hospitalized.  The suspect's brother says he "snapped" after vicious and 
racist workplace bullying.  Birmingham psychiatrist Gerald Sheiner says workplace bullying 
usually involves someone in a superior position at work, making the bullying victim increasingly 
helpless. 
 
1/9/18 
Various  
Tom Jordan 
Doctor Arrested in Drug Scheme.  
A Livonia doctor -- facing serious federal charges in a massive prescription drug scheme.  The 
drugs involved - worth about 18-million dollars - and were highly addictive - like Oxycodone, and 
Hydrocodone Acetaminophen - also known as Vicodin. The doctor's name is Zongli Chang. He 
lives in Novi. He and seven other people charged with conspiracy to illegally distribute these 
and other prescription drugs. 
 
1/10/18 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Immigration Investigation at 7-11 Stores 
One person is under arrest in a nationwide illegal immigration investigation of 7-11 stores 
across the country.  Federal agents interviewed owners and managers of nearly 100 7-11 stores 
across the country, asking for proof that their workers were legally employed. Agents 
investigated four stores in suburban Detroit, placing one person under arrest. 
 
 



1/16/18 
12:32pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Homeland Security on DACA Program 
The Homeland Security Secretary tells CBS News today that the government will not prioritize 
the deportations of undocumented immigrants -- who were part of the DACA program. President 
Trump rescinded the DACA program, saying it wasn't legal. Lawmakers have been working to 
strike a deal.  WWJ Citybeat Reporter Vickie Thomas is hearing from Michigan U-S Senators 
Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow 
 
2/7/18 
6:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Complaints Against Larry Nassar 
Michigan State University police say they're investigating 60 new complaints of sexual abuse by 
the school's former sports doctor Larry Nassar.  Andrea Bitely at the Attorney General's office 
says despite the new complaints, they do not plan any new charges against Nassar. He's 
already in prison for life, but she says reports can help those affected to qualify for victims' 
services. 
 
2/8/18 
7:07am 
Scott Ryan 
New Complaints Against Larry Nassar 
Michigan State University police say they're investigating 60 new complaints of sexual abuse by 
the school's former sports doctor Larry Nassar.  Andrea Bitely at the Attorney General's office 
says despite the new complaints, they do not plan any new charges against Nassar. He's 
already in prison for life, but she says reports can help those affected to qualify for victims' 
services. 
 
3/1/18 
Various  
Lauren Barthold 
School Threats Called Domestic Terrorism 
Some law enforcement officials are calling all these schools threats "domestic terrorism." 
Michigan State Police First Lieutenant Michael Shaw says every case is different, so he wouldn't 
lump them all together.  Shaw says they're going to investigate every single one of these threats 
-- because they'd rather respond to each one, then take a chance. 
 
3/7/18 
11:06am  
Rob Mason 
Company Wants To Put Guards in Schools 
A new approach to school safety being offered by a Flint-based company. D-M Burr Group is 
offering to put officers in schools in 15 districts, with the first two months of the service free. 
CEO John Allen says the program is called Operation SOS or Secure Our Schools. He says any 
school district can take advantage of the service. Already, Brandon Schools north of Clarkston 
and the Kearsley (kerr-sley) district in Genesee County have contracted to the program. 
 



3/28/18 
2:12pm 
Ron Dewey 
A Warning About Car Thefts on Opening Day 
If you have plans downtown for Opening Day, the folks at HEAT -- Help Eliminate Auto Thefts -- 
remind baseball fans to take extra time to keep their cars from becoming potential targets of 
thieves that work the area during big events. Executive director Mark Wagenschultz says they 
even see a number of unlocked cars with the keys still inside. 
 
3/29/18 
11:13am 
Zahra Huber 
Cops to Wear Body Cams 
Police officers in a southern Michigan city are among the latest in line for body cameras.  The 
Jackson City Council approved a $128-thousand contract this week for equipment, licenses, 
media storage and warranties. Officials had hoped to have them in place sooner, but a delay in 
grant funding pushed back the timeline.  The city is getting 42 body cameras, which would be 
enough to allow each officer to have one while on duty. They'll be put into use in the coming 
months. 
 
3/29/18 
11:22am 
Sarah Wolicki 
Warning about Fake Cop 
Police in Dearborn Heights are putting out an alert about a man posing as a police canine 
officer.  Blake Purvis has been posting pictures on social media of himself wearing a hat and a 
shirt with k-9 written on it, along with a car with police lights.  Dearborn Heights police are 
warning residents to take a look at Purvis's picture and if they see him, don't pull over. 
 
3/29/18 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Space Junk Triggers Concern 
Governor Rick Snyder has activated the state's Emergency Operations Center.  The reason -- 
the reentry of a Chinese Space Station. The re-entry of China's Tiangong-1 space station has 
put State officials on alert. The 8.5 ton space station could land along a strip of the United 
States- -which includes the Lower Peninsula of Michigan.  Although most of the space station is 
expected to burn up during reentry.  Captain Chris Kelenske of the Michigan State Police and 
State Emergency Management and Homeland Security says if you do encounter debris don't go 
anywhere near it. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
1/4/18 
11:11am 
Terri Lee 
MSU Helps Improve Reading Skills 
A Michigan State University professor is working to improve writing skills for preschoolers.  The 
U.S. Department of Education is giving the university one-and-a-half million dollars for the 
program which will involve classrooms in Flint and Atlanta.  The lead researcher says  young 
children who begin school with writing difficulties tend to remain poor writers throughout their 
academic careers and students are getting poor instruction in literacy and writing. 
 
 



1/12/18 
7:13am 
Laura Bonnell 
Students Honor Martin Luther King Jr. 
Hundreds of middles schoolers in Detroit will be letting balloons go in honor of Martin Luther 
King juniors birthday.  The balloons are red, black and green.  Principal Aisha Scott says 
teachers and students at University Prep Academy in Detroit discussed their dreams and then 
wrote them on index cards.  They're attaching them to more than 5-hundred balloons. 
 
1/12/18 
11:34am 
Sandra McNeill 
Teacher in Trouble 
A white teacher in Ohio who admitted to telling a black student he would be lynched by his 
classmates if he didn't get back to work will have to undergo sensitivity training.  According to 
Mason school officials, Renee Thole admitted to making the comment to the student in 
December. A formal letter of reprimand placed in Thole's file says the teacher will be required to 
undergo cultural proficiency training. 
 
1/15/18 
Various 
Zahra Huber 
School Leader Resigns Amid Sex Scandal 
The Clarkston Community Schools Board of Education has accepted the resignation of the 
superintendent -- who had an inappropriate relationship with a former student. The District’s 
deputy Superintendent Shawn Ryan will now serve as interim superintendent of Clarkston 
Community Schools.  Board of Education President Elizabeth Egan says they were taken by 
surprise when Superintendent Rod Rock told them last week that a relationship with a now 19-
year-old graduate started as a friendship. 
 
2/4/18 
Various 
Greg Bowman 
MEA Has New Leader 
Michigan's largest teachers union is getting a new leader.  Mike Shoudy takes over as 
Executive Director of the Michigan Education Association on March 1st.  Shoudy says 
inadequate teacher pay is an issue that must be addressed.  But he is encouraged that 
Governor Snyder is proposing more money for education in his new budget. 
 
2/4/18 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
MSU Faculty to Vote on No Confidence Vote 
Michigan State University faculty are moving ahead with a motion to take a no-confidence vote 
on the school's board of trustees -- in response to the board's decision to hire former Governor 
John Engler as interim president.  Faculty members say the board rushed to appoint Engler -- 
and criticized his lack of academic experience.   
 



2/16/18 
10:50am 
Sandra McNeill 
Protests at MSU Board Meeting 
Former Governor John Engler, getting a frosty reception from some people in the audience at 
this morning Michigan State Board of Trustees meeting.  It's Engler's FIRST official meeting as 
interim President.  There's been at least ONE protestor who's been told to leave the room after 
he jumped up and interrupted the proceedings. 
 
3/1/18 
Various  
Lauren Barthold 
School Threats Called Domestic Terrorism 
Some law enforcement officials are calling all these schools threats "domestic terrorism." 
Michigan State Police First Lieutenant Michael Shaw says every case is different, so he wouldn't 
lump them all together.  Shaw says they're going to investigate every single one of these threats 
-- because they'd rather respond to each one, then take a chance. 
 
3/6/18 
9:03pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Mayor Touts School Program in State of the City 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan's State of the City address focuses on education and 
neighborhoods.   The mayor went on to talk about the success of the Detroit Promise program---
where high school students are guaranteed a college education after graduation.  He says just 
under 15-hundred students are enrolled in the program. Duggan says he's also working with 
both the public school system and charter schools to see where they can share resources like 
transportation. 
 
3/7/18 
11:06am  
Rob Mason 
Company Wants To Put Guards in Schools 
A new approach to school safety being offered by a Flint-based company. D-M Burr Group is 
offering to put officers in schools in 15 districts, with the first two months of the service free. 
CEO John Allen says the program is called Operation SOS or Secure Our Schools. He says any 
school district can take advantage of the service. Already, Brandon Schools north of Clarkston 
and the Kearsley (kerr-sley) district in Genesee County have contracted to the program. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
1/3/18 
11:06am 
Zahra Huber 
Defect Found at Nuclear Plant 
A minor defect in a fuel assembly has been found in the reactor at Fermi 2 nuclear power plant 
in southeastern Michigan.  DTE Energy Co. spokesman John Austerberry says that the plant 
operated at reduced power from Friday night until Monday evening so the potential defect could 
be located. He says the plant "remains in a safe, stable condition." The issue was found during 
routine monitoring. The affected fuel assembly will be removed during the plant's next refueling 
outage. 
 
 
 



1/17/18 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
DTE Customers Upset with Smart Meters 
Some customers of DTE were up in arms yesterday over the shut off of their power due to a 
dispute over smart meters.  Some people who addressed members of the state legislature are 
angry the meters have to be installed.  They fear for their health. 
 
1/22/18 
Various 
Terri Lee 
Helping Hurricane Victims. 
Nearly four months after Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rick, about 50 DTE linemen and 
30 support staff are heading to Puerto Rico today.  DTE lineman James Shaw, one of those 
making the trip for 30 days.  He says living conditions may be tough, but he says they've 
encountered that before helping restore power after other storms. 
 
2/6/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
DTE Energy must explain.   
DTE Energy having to explain to state regulators why 5-thousand customers lost their service 
for no reason. After converting to a new billing system last spring, the utility says they found an 
error that led to the shutoffs without proper notification. Those customer have since had their 
service restored. Regulators want to know to what laws may have been broken, whether billing 
errors were resolved, how many customers were impacted and for how long. 
 
2/15/18 
1:07pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Battle over Solar Power Taxes 
An Ann Arbor resident is at the center of a solar energy taxation debate that could affect 
property owners statewide. According to published reports the dispute revolves around how 
much value Mark Clevey's residential solar energy system adds to his home and if that value 
should be taxed.  The city of Ann Arbor believes the system improves Clevey's property and 
should increase its taxable value because state law doesn't specifically exempt solar energy 
systems. But the homeowner says the system is personal property, which generally isn't subject 
to property taxes.  The Michigan Tax Tribunal will give the final opinion on the issue. 
 
2/19/18 
7:34pm 
Jon Hewett 
Consumers Energy to Stop Using Coal 
The president and CEO of Consumers Energy says the Michigan utility will stop using coal to 
generate electricity in Michigan by 20-40.  Patti Poppe says the utility will generate 40-percent of 
its power from renewable sources within 20-years.  That includes wind and solar energy. The 
firm also will rely on natural gas, hydropower and improved efficiency to meet customer needs. 
 
3/2/18 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Snowstorm Knocks Out Power to Thousands 
Heavy snow has been sticking to power lines, leaving 62-thousand people in the dark this 
morning.  DTE's Sally Justice says crews have been working through the night.  She's not yet 
sure when all the power will be restored. 



 
3/4/18 
6:05am 
Brian Larsen 
Nat Gas Prices Dropping 
Natural gas prices, taking a dip in Michigan.  D-T-E Energy says while some parts of the 
Northeast saw the price of natural gas shoot higher at the height of the winter -- its customers 
saw a drop in the price of natural gas over the same time. The utility says customers can expect 
to see natural gas prices drop in March and April – nearly a 20 percent drop over the March of 
last year. 
 
3/5/18 
3:33pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Grants Awarded for Environmental Projects 
The D-T-E Energy Foundation awarded 600 grants and increased its giving by 20-percent to 
over 18-million-dollars in 2017.  The Foundation awarded its largest environmental grant to-date 
to The Nature Conservancy, helping to add more than 50-million-dollars to local economies.  
The Foundation provided support for workforce development and hands-on educational 
opportunities for nearly a thousand Detroit residents. Helping city in its mission to employ 40-
thousand Detroiters in the next five years. 
 
3/26/18 
10:06pm 
Jason Scott 
MDEQ Grants Permit To Stabilize Pipelines 
Support is on the way for the 65-year old pipelines under the Straights of Mackinac -- 
Last week, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality issued a permit allowing 
Enbridge Incorporated to install 22-more anchors meant to keep Line-5 at the bottom of the 
waterway -- which links Lakes Michigan and Huron. Being called "proactive" in the fight against 
dirt erosion beneath them, Enbridge currently has 128-anchors holding down the lines. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
1/9/18 
7:11a 
Deanna Lites 
Prepping For A Disaster 
When it comes to a disaster, preparation is key to reduce death and illness. While it's unlikely, 
would you know what to do in the event of a nuclear attack?  In the event of a nuclear 
attack...seek shelter. Cristy Rankin is the director of emergency management with Beaumont 
Health. Rankin says wait for additional information and instructions from reliable sources. To 
learn more about planning for any type of disaster go to Ready dot Gov. 
 
1/9/18 
Various  
Zahra Huber 
Flu Cases Spiking 
The flu season has kicked into high gear and is being called the most severe in recent years. 
That means local hospitals are shifting into overtime -- as they deal with an influx of patients 
who are sick with the flu. Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit is busy, as it deals with higher than 
normal patient volumes in their emergency room. The hospital is operating at maximum 
capacity, according to a spokeswoman. Some patients who have a more severe form of the flu 
are being admitted. 



1/9/18 
Various  
Tom Jordan 
Doctor Arrested in Drug Scheme.  
A Livonia doctor -- facing serious federal charges in a massive prescription drug scheme.  The 
drugs involved - worth about 18-million dollars - and were highly addictive - like Oxycodone, and 
Hydrocodone Acetaminophen - also known as Vicodin. The doctor's name is Zongli Chang. He 
lives in Novi. He and seven other people charged with conspiracy to illegally distribute these 
and other prescription drugs. 
 
1/15/18 
4:14pm 
Michael Cohen 
New Chief Medical Officer at Beaumont 
Beaumont Hospital in Grosse Pointe naming a new Chief Medical Officer. Dr. Nicholas Gilpin 
has been appointed to the post -- he was the medical director of Infection Control at the hospital 
since 2011.  Dr. Gilpin will oversee hospital performance and develop the strategic plan for 
clinical activities. 
 
1/22/18 
10:11am 
Deanna Lites 
A Push for Organ Transplants.  
Children in need of an organ transplant often wait longer than adults because they may require 
an organ from another child of a similar age or size.  This situation may be complicated by 
parent’s lack of understanding when it comes to organ donation.  On your driver’s license you 
can sign up to be an organ donor. But a lot of young drivers are not checking off the box 
according to a National Poll on Children’s Health at the University of Michigan. 
 
2/4/18 
Various 
Deanna Lites 
Health Tests to Get  
Cardiovascular death is the leading killer for both men and women.  February is heart month, a 
time to consider getting 7 important heart and vascular screening tests.  An ankle brachial index 
test will show how well blood is flowing to the limbs, a carotid ultrasound shows blood flow to the 
brain, while an EKG records the electrical signals in your heart. A few simple yet important heart 
& vascular screening tests. 
 
2/6/18  
Various 
Deanna Lites 
Say No to Tamiflu 
The flu continues to canvas most of the country including here in Michigan. Some parents are 
asking doctors to prescribe the antiviral medication Tamiflu to help lessen their kid’s symptoms.  
But the drug isn't for everyone.  Most healthy children can ride out the flu by staying home, 
drinking plenty of fluids and treating their symptoms with over the counter products. So don't 
bring your child to the doctor's office looking for Tamiflu. 
 



2/15/18 
7:33pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Flu Cases Spike 
The Department of Health and Human Services is urging people to get flu shots -- even though 
it is late in the season. Even though the vaccine isn't as effective this year as they had hoped, 
they are still urging anyone over the age of six months to get one. C-D-C Acting Director Anne 
Schuchat (SHOOK-it) says 63 children have died from the flu this year, and three out of four of 
them had not gotten the vaccine. The elderly and young people are most at risk. Experts urge 
people who feel sick to stay home from work or school and see their doctors. 
 
2/27/18 
5:12am 
Laura Bonnell 
Forum on Public Health Issues 
The Detroit Health Department wants residents to have a voice in public health issues.  The 
Detroit Health Department is looking for input from the community on health issues. You can 
speak out at the Northwest Activities center, Samaritan Center and Patton Recreation center 
from 6:00 until 7:30 tonight. 
 
3/3/18 
7:30am 
Deanna Lites 
Michiganders Battling the Flu 
Michigan residents continue to battle a BAD flu season. Dr. Eden Wells, the chief medical 
executive with the Michigan Department of Health says the typical flu season tends to wind-
down in May -- but there are other stains that may continue past that time. She says the best 
way to protect yourself is to get a flu shot. 
 
3/9/18 
4:21pm 
Deanna Lites 
Worst Flu Season on Record. 
It's been one of the worst flu seasons on record, but there are some signs of improvement. 
Flu activity has decreased across the country according to the CDC.  However, it continues to 
be widespread in Michigan. But there are some signs of improvement. The best way to protect 
yourself from the flu is to get vaccinated. 
 
3/29/18 
5:13am 
Zahra Huber 
UM Cancer Center Donation 
It's being hailed as the largest gift ever to Michigan medicine -- and will support promising 
cancer research.  University of Michigan alum Richard Rogel and his wife, Susan, have 
committed $150 million dollars to the Comprehensive Cancer Center -- helping drive cancer 
care forward. 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
1/1/18 
7:07am 
Jason Scott 
Minimum Wage Going Up Starting Today 
New year, higher paycheck for those on minimum wage.  The minimum wage in Michigan is 9-
dollars and 25-cents an hour starting today. Jennifer Fields with the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs says the minimum wage has been slowly increased over 
recent years.  Fields says that anyone who feels they are not being paid properly can file a 
complaint 
 
1/3/18 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
Candidate Out of Senate Race 
Bob Young, the former State Supreme Court Chief Justice has dropped out of the race for the 
U-S Senate.  WWJ Lansing Bureau Chief Tim Skubick says Young and the remaining two 
Republican candidates suffer from a lack of name recognition among voters.  Skubick says that 
Young didn't have the financial support to win the party's nomination, let alone this fall's election. 
 
1/9/18 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
Mayor Duggan Sworn In for 2nd Term, Promises More Work in Neighborhoods 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan today is officially sworn in for his second term as Mayor.  Duggan 
told the crowd that when he was sworn in four years ago, no one had any idea what the future 
would hold.  The city was under an Emergency Manager and he says that after he left, no one 
was certain the city could run itself.  Duggan says there is still a lot of work to do to make sure 
that Detroit's recovery extends to every Detroiter and every neighborhood. 
 
1/14/18  
2:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
MIP Now Civil Infraction 
Minors caught with alcohol are now catching a break.  As of January 1st, a minor in possession 
charge is a civil infraction with a 100-dollar fine... rather than a misdemeanor. Republican 
Senator Rick Jones of Grand Ledge sponsored the package of bills, saying a misdemeanor 
COULD follow minors for life... even possibly preventing them from getting a job. But they only 
get one chance. The second offense would be a misdemeanor punishable by up to 30 days in 
jail AS WELL AS a 200-dollar fine. Nearly 45-hundred minors were charged with M-I-Ps in 2016. 
 
1/14/18 
2:14pm 
Greg Bowman 
Concern About A Federal Tax Plan 
A Macomb County lawmaker says the federal tax reform plan could end up costing Michigan 
taxpayers more money.  That's why Republican State Senator Jack Brandenburg of Harrison 
Township is introducing legislation that would restore the Personal Tax Exemption for Michigan 
Families. Brandenburg's plan would increase the personal tax exemption to $48-hundred dollars 
over the next three years. A hearing on the legislation is set for next Tuesday. 
 
 



1/15/18 
Various 
Charlie Langton 
Celebration of MLK's Life 
On this Martin Luther King Day, there was a celebration of King's life at a packed house at 
Central United Methodist Church in downtown Detroit. Doctor Bernard Lafayette, who worked 
closely with King until his death, talked about his inspirational words. Embattled Congressman 
John Conyers, a key figure in the civil rights movement, was supposed to appear to receive a 
special award along with several others... but he was a no-show at the event. 
 
1/15/18 
Various 
Pat Vitale 
New Laws In Place 
Several new state laws go into effect today.  As a way to keep track of bad cops, law 
enforcement agencies must maintain records of officers or other employees who are dismissed 
from their jobs and make that information available to other departments looking to hire that 
worker.  In addition -- today is the first day for the volunteer group called Cyber Civilian Corps, 
which will try to prevent cyber attacks and breaches.  And starting today, store owners will be 
able to get refunds from wine or beer manufacturers if the product is out of date or likely to spoil. 
 
1/18/18 
8:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Government Shutdown Looms 
The House of Representatives is expected to vote TODAY on a measure to fund the 
government for another month.  The GOP bill would keep the lights on -- while lawmakers try to 
reach a deal on a longer term funding measure.   
 
1/27/18 
11:06am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Mayor Pushes Insurance Change 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says he's making progress in his drive to change Michigan's auto 
insurance laws.  The state legislature has turned down several efforts, but Duggan says things 
could change now that higher insurance rates aren't just impacting people in the city.  Duggan 
making his comments as part of an appearance of the "Big Four" in front of the Detroit 
Economic Club this past week.   Oakland County executive Brooks Patterson, who was 
seriously injured in a car crash, raised concerns about any cuts to benefits of accident victims. 
 
2/28/18 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
Mayor Endorses Gov Candidate 
It is a big endorsement today in the race to be Michigan's next governor.  Detroit Mayor Mike 
Duggan throwing his support behind Democrat Gretchen Whitmer.  The announcement coming 
this (Wed) morning at the official opening of Whitmer's Detroit campaign headquarters on 
Livernois. 
 



3/7/18 
11:14am  
Pat Vitale 
Gov Candidate Files for Race 
Democrat Abdul El-Sayed has submitted his nominating petitions to the state, a step that could 
lead to clarity over whether he's eligible to run for governor. The former Detroit health chief 
became the first Democratic candidate to file Tuesday before April's deadline. Questions have 
been raised because El-Sayed, who spent much of his childhood in Michigan and graduated 
from the University of Michigan, later lived and voted in New York before returning to Michigan 
in 2015. 
 
3/8/18 
6:13am 
Pat Vitale 
NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner Keynote 
New Jersey Senator Cory Booker will deliver the keynote at the annual Fight for Freedom Fund 
Dinner in downtown Detroit.   The event -- set for May 6th at Cobo Center --  is the largest 
fundraiser for the NAACP's Detroit branch ... drawing 10-thousand people each year. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
1/9/18 
7:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Prepping For A Disaster 
When it comes to a disaster, preparation is key to reduce death and illness. While it's unlikely, 
would you know what to do in the event of a nuclear attack?  In the event of a nuclear 
attack...seek shelter.Cristy Rankin is the director of emergency management with Beaumont 
Health.Rankin says wait for additional information and instructions from reliable sources. To 
learn more about planning for any type of disaster go to Ready dot Gov. 
 
1/10/18 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Immigration Investigation at 7-11 Stores 
One person is under arrest in a nationwide illegal immigration investigation of 7-11 stores 
across the country.  Federal agents interviewed owners and managers of nearly 100 7-11 stores 
across the country, asking for proof that their workers were legally employed. Agents 
investigated four stores in suburban Detroit, placing one person under arrest. 
 
2/1/18 
11:06am 
Ron Dewey 
Hackers Target Tinder 
People using the Tinder mobile dating app won't like this: A recent discovery their encryption 
isn't strong enough to keep hackers from nosing around in their personal business, along with 
other sensitive information.  Bree Fowler is a cybersecurity writer for Consumer Reports 
magazine and says tinder users should either stick with the desktop version of the app, or stay 
off public wi-fi while on their smartphone. 
 



2/19/18 
6:06am 
Tom Jordan 
School Districts Concerned about Cyber Crimes 
Online security in the classroom and the continual battle to keep students safe.  It's one of the 
concerns for the director of technology at Brighton Area Schools. Dr. Chris Turner says, of 
course, there are many benefits to tech: a greatly enhanced ability to communicate and with 
access to a growing variety of online tools. But it also can open up the more than 600 students 
in this district to cyber bullying. 
 
2/26/18 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Teen Charged with Making Terrorism Threat 
A Macomb County teen has been charged after making threats against L'Anse Creuse High 
School last week.  The unidentified boy apparently made several threats over the past two 
months and faces false bomb threat and false threats of terrorism charges. A female student 
reported suspicious messages from the boy on social media to school officials -- who contacted 
the Macomb County Sheriff's Office. The male student was on a long-term suspension from the 
school for a similar social media threat back in January. He allegedly said he would bomb the 
school if he had to return and attend there. 
 
3/1/18 
Various  
Lauren Barthold 
School Threats Called Domestic Terrorism 
Some law enforcement officials are calling all these schools threats "domestic terrorism." 
Michigan State Police First Lieutenant Michael Shaw says every case is different, so he wouldn't 
lump them all together.  Shaw says they're going to investigate every single one of these threats 
-- because they'd rather respond to each one, then take a chance. 
 
3/7/18 
10:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Business Careful about Hiring New Workers 
A major employer at Detroit Metropolitan Airport taking part in a Homeland Security program 
that helps reduce the risk of hiring unauthorized people for their restaurants and other 
businesses at Metro terminals.  Tanya Allen of Hojeij Branded Foods-AP United says the 
company has adopted protocols that help identify potential homeland security and public safety 
risks. 
 
3/15/18 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
Man Arrested for Threatening Terrorism. 
A Fenton man is arraigned on four terrorism-related charges, after the Genesee County 
Prosecutor's office says he made threats through email to shoot and kill his co-workers. 
Prosecutor David Leyton says Stephen Challis is a contractor with Flex International, and was 
working on a project for Nexteer in Auburn Hills 
 



3/29/18 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Space Junk Triggers Concern 
Governor Rick Snyder has activated the state's Emergency Operations Center.  The reason -- 
the reentry of a Chinese Space Station. The re-entry of China's Tiangong-1 space station has 
put State officials on alert. The 8.5 ton space station could land along a strip of the United 
States- -which includes the Lower Peninsula of Michigan.  Although most of the space station is 
expected to burn up during reentry.  Captain Chris Kelenske of the Michigan State Police and 
State Emergency Management and Homeland Security says if you do encounter debris don't go 
anywhere near it. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
1/1/18 
7:07am 
Jason Scott 
Minimum Wage Going Up Starting Today 
New Year, higher paycheck for those on minimum wage.  The minimum wage in Michigan is 9-
dollars and 25-cents an hour starting today. Jennifer Fields with the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs says the minimum wage has been slowly increased over 
recent years.  Fields says that anyone who feels they are not being paid properly can file a 
complaint 
 
1/9/18 
Various 
Jon Hewett 
Workplace Shooting 
Police continue to investigate after workplace dispute in Clinton Township -- which leaves one 
man dead and another hospitalized.  The suspect's brother says he "snapped" after vicious and 
racist workplace bullying.  Birmingham psychiatrist Gerald Sheiner says workplace bullying 
usually involves someone in a superior position at work, making the bullying victim increasingly 
helpless. 
 
1/26/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
Debate over Detroit's Bid For Amazon Headquarters 
Some debate about why Detroit wasn't in the running for the new Amazon headquarters.  Dan 
Gilbert -- who led the charge -- says the city's reputation had a lot to do with. He also says 
there's no talent crisis or shortage here in the area. But P-N-C Bank Regional President Rick 
Devore disagrees -- saying only 18-percent of residents have a four-year degree. Both Gilbert 
and Devore agree that a lack of a regional transit system also hurt Detroit's bid. 
 
1/30/18 
7:00am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Charges Could Be Filed Against More UAW Officials 
With several guilty pleas in hand---Federal prosecutors are expected to soon file charges 
against more UAW and Fiat Chrysler officials.  Three UAW Fiat Chrysler employees, on behalf 
of the 30-thousand FCA/UAW members, have filed a proposed class action lawsuit against the 
company and labor union. This, to recover the alleged hundreds of millions of dollars in union 
dues that have been corrupted by collusive bargaining against the interests of the workers. 
 



2/4/18 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Skipping Work for Sports? 
Have you called in sick to get out of working the day after a big sporting event?  A new survey 
shows that 27-PERCENT of employees have done just that at some point. So what are 
companies doing to keep business moving the day after Super Bowl Sunday? The Robert Half 
survey shows that 72-PERCENT of HR managers think the Monday after the big game 
SHOULD be a paid national holiday. 
 
2/24/18 
Various 
Michael Cohen 
Working People's Day of Action 
It's “Working People’s Day of Action,” with events in dozens of cities across the country. Rev. 
Wendell Anthony -- the President of the Detroit Branch of the NAACP is speaking at the 
gathering in Detroit.  Although Michigan is a right-to-work state, Detroit organizers declare that 
the principles of collective bargaining remain important. 
 
2/28/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Merger Possible for Local Fire Departments 
A merger of several Macomb County fire departments being suggested in a new consulting 
study. But there are questions about the benefits and the practicalities of placing Sterling 
Heights, Mt. Clemens, along with Harrison and Clinton Township fire departments under one 
jurisdiction. While the study did not offer any dollars-and-cents savings to taxpayers, it did point 
out the benefits of consolidating areas such as training and equipment maintenance. Local 
officials say the idea looks better on paper given labor issues and the political will needed to 
work together. 
 
3/7/18 
10:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Business Careful about Hiring New Workers 
A major employer at Detroit Metropolitan Airport taking part in a Homeland Security program 
that helps reduce the risk of hiring unauthorized people for their restaurants and other 
businesses at Metro terminals.  Tanya Allen of Hojeij Branded Foods-AP United says the 
company has adopted protocols that help identify potential homeland security and public safety 
risks. 
 
3/9/18 
10:32am 
Murray Feldman 
Positive Jobs Report 
US employers went on a hiring binge last month, adding 313-thousand jobs, the most since July 
2016, and drawing hundreds of thousands of people into the job market.  The Labor Department 
says wage gains, meanwhile, fell from the previous month to 2.6 percent year-over-year growth. 
Strong hourly wage growth had spooked markets in February because it raised the specter of 
inflation. 
 



3/15/18 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
Man Arrested for Threatening Terrorism. 
A Fenton man is arraigned on four terrorism-related charges, after the Genesee County 
Prosecutor's office says he made threats through email to shoot and kill his co-workers. 
Prosecutor David Leyton says Stephen Challis is a contractor with Flex International, and was 
working on a project for Nexteer in Auburn Hills 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
1/12/18 
7:13am 
Laura Bonnell 
Students Honor Martin Luther King Jr. 
Hundreds of middles schoolers in Detroit will be letting balloons go in honor of Martin Luther 
King juniors birthday.  The balloons are red, black and green.  Principal Aisha Scott says 
teachers and students at University Prep Academy in Detroit discussed their dreams and then 
wrote them on index cards.  They're attaching them to more than 5-hundred balloons. 
 
1/12/18 
11:34am 
Sandra McNeill 
Teacher in Trouble 
A white teacher in Ohio who admitted to telling a black student he would be lynched by his 
classmates if he didn't get back to work will have to undergo sensitivity training.  According to 
Mason school officials, Renee Thole admitted to making the comment to the student in 
December. A formal letter of reprimand placed in Thole's file says the teacher will be required to 
undergo cultural proficiency training. 
 
1/14/18 
12:07pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Coalition Honors MLK 
Events honoring the life and legacy of The Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Junior kicking 
off a day before the observed holiday tomorrow [MON].  In Detroit -- Black and Jewish 
communities are coming together at the Greater New Mt. Moriah Baptist Church today.  Leaders 
will speak out against racism and anti-Semitism. The new coalition will be the first of its kind in 
Michigan. 
 
1/15/18 
Various 
Charlie Langton 
Celebration of MLK's Life 
On this Martin Luther King Day, there was a celebration of King's life at a packed house at 
Central United Methodist Church in downtown Detroit. Doctor Bernard Lafayette, who worked 
closely with King until his death, talked about his inspirational words. Embattled Congressman 
John Conyers, a key figure in the civil rights movement, was supposed to appear to receive a 
special award along with several others... but he was a no-show at the event. 
 



1/27/18 
8:33am 
Ingrid Kelley 
Commission for Voter Justice Listening Tour 
The National Commission for Voter Justice is kicking-off a Listening Tour in Detroit 
Organizers say the panel discussion and listening tour is focused on the areas of voter 
suppression and intimidation. Reverend Dr. Wendell Anthony is on the commission and also  
serves as President of the Detroit Branch of the NAACP.  He says the public is invited to attend 
and provide public testimony about their experiences on voting issues including. 
 
2/15/18 
10:06am 
Ingrid Kelley 
Coalition Seeks to Stop Racism 
A Detroit-area coalition wants to stop racism and anti-Semitism. The Council of Baptist Pastors 
of Detroit and Vicinity and the Jewish Community Relations Council are announcing the 
formation of the Coalition for Black and Jewish Unity.  Pastors' council president says the 
coalition will keep open communication between black and Jewish leaders as tensions rise 
across the U-S with an increase in hate speech and racial confrontations. 
 
2/16/18 
5:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Worker Alleges Discrimination, Racism 
A Detroit construction worker is suing a contractor for alleged discrimination and racism. 63-
year-old Harold Wilson filed a lawsuit against Hardman Construction last week.  Wilson alleges 
the contractor used fake addresses for its suburban workers so the firm could meet a city 
requirement regarding the makeup of its workforce on the Little Caesars Arena project. City law 
says firms with a $3 million contract receiving public funding must have a workforce of at least 
51 percent Detroit residents. 
 
3/8/18 
6:13am 
Pat Vitale 
NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner Keynote 
New Jersey Senator Cory Booker will deliver the keynote at the annual Fight for Freedom Fund 
Dinner in downtown Detroit.   The event -- set for May 6th at Cobo Center --  is the largest 
fundraiser for the NAACP's Detroit branch ... drawing 10-thousand people each year. 
 
3/10/18 
1:06pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Boy's Essay Focuses on Racism 
A 15-year-old boy's essay has inspired a south-central Michigan city to apologize for decades of 
racism.  According to published reports- - East Lansing's City Council recently passed a 
resolution apologizing for racism that people experienced in the city until about 50 years ago. 
Many black prospective home buyers were dissuaded from buying homes in the area until the 
late 1960s. 
 



REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
1/9/18 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
Mayor Duggan Sworn In for 2nd Term, Promises More Work in Neighborhoods 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan today is officially sworn in for his second term as Mayor.  Duggan 
told the crowd that when he was sworn in four years ago, no one had any idea what the future 
would hold.  The city was under an Emergency Manager and he says that after he left, no one 
was certain the city could run itself.  Duggan says there is still a lot of work to do to make sure 
that Detroit's recovery extends to every Detroiter and every neighborhood. 
 
1/11/18 
7:07am 
Ron Dewey 
New Apartments in Detroit 
Groundbreaking ceremony this morning in downtown Detroit for a new apartment building. 
Mayor Mike Duggan leading the 1 o-clock ceremony for the City Club Apartments development. 
The $70-MILLION dollarproject is expected to include over 180 units and 12-THOUSAND 
square feet of retail space at the site of the old Statler Hotel at Washington Boulevard and Park 
Avenue. 
 
1/18/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
City Loses Out on Amazon Headquarters 
Disappointing news from Amazon this morning: the online juggernaut has narrowed the list of 
cities for its second headquarters to 20, and Detroit is not included.  Businessman Dan Gilbert, 
who led the bid effort, just put out a statement saying "Obviously, we are all disappointed 
Amazon did not name Detroit as one of the 20 cities." 
 
1/26/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
Debate over Detroit's Bid For Amazon Headquarters 
Some debate about why Detroit wasn't in the running for the new Amazon headquarters.  Dan 
Gilbert -- who led the charge -- says the city's reputation had a lot to do with. He also says 
there's no talent crisis or shortage here in the area. But P-N-C Bank Regional President Rick 
Devore disagrees -- saying only 18-percent of residents have a four-year degree. Both Gilbert 
and Devore agree that a lack of a regional transit system also hurt Detroit's bid. 
 
2/11/18 
5:11pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Grow Michigan Funding 
The Michigan Strategic Fund extends Grow Michigan's funding for two years. Grow Michigan 
says it can give a business a financial boost when the bank is unwilling to provide additional 
funding. CEO, Patrick O'Keefe, spoke about how Grow Michigan can also help Detroit prepare 
to welcome a company like Amazon if the opportunity presents itself again. 
 



2/26/18 
Various 
Terri Lee 
New Manufacturing Facility Opens in Detroit 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan -- this hour -- is attending the grand opening of a newly-remodeled 
manufacturing facility on the city's east side.   ArcelorMittal makes steel blanks for the 
automotive industry.  The factory on Mt Elliot in Detroit's I-94 industrial park, currently employs 
85 people.  Forty additional jobs will be added over the next five years. 
 
3/6/18 
9:03pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Mayor Touts School Program in State of the City 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan's State of the City address focuses on education and 
neighborhoods.   The mayor went on to talk about the success of the Detroit Promise program---
where high school students are guaranteed a college education after graduation.  He says just 
under 15-hundred students are enrolled in the program. Duggan says he's also working with 
both the public school system and charter schools to see where they can share resources like 
transportation. 
 
3/7/18 
10:07am 
Ron Dewey 
Wayne County Criminal Justice Center 
We're expecting to learn more this morning about a new Wayne County Jail. County County 
Executive Warren Evans is holding a news conference this hour to make an announcement 
regarding the proposed criminal justice center. Monday night, the Detroit Board of Education 
signed off on a sale of nearly one and a half acres of property in the I-75 / I-94 area. 
 
3/7/18 
10:31am 
Vickie Thomas 
Tentative Deal for Old Jail Site 
Wayne County executive Warren Evans has announced a tentative agreement with Dan 
Gilbert's Rock Ventures to build a new 533 million-dollar criminal justice center that will have a 
new jail, sheriff and prosecutor offices, criminal courthouse and juvenile detention facility.  In 
exchange, the county will transfer to Rock Ventures, the existing downtown jails, juvenile 
detention facility and Frank Murphy Hall of Justice. And Rock will buy the site where the vacant, 
unfinished jail sits along Gratiot Avenue.   The deal still needs approval from the Wayne County 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
3/13/18 
10:33pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Future of Downtown Detroit 
Wayne County executive Warren Evans delivering the State of the County address last night.  
He started his speech championing an agreement with Dan Gilbert's Rock Ventures to demolish 
the failed jail project in downtown Detroit. Evans says Rock Ventures will be responsible for all 
run-over costs of the new criminal justice campus on Warren Avenue near I-75 -- expected to be 
open by 2022. 
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
1/8/18 
6:31am 
Charlie Langton, Mike Campbell 
Treacherous Driving after Snowstorm 
Metro Detroit commuters are slogging through as much as 3 to 4 inches of snow after this 
morning's storm across southeast Michigan.  Macomb County Superintendent of Roads Leo 
Ciavatta on WWJ this morning said the overnight flurries just wouldn't let up.  Though many 
drivers thought the trucks had a late start, Ciavatta says his drivers were on the road by 2 a-m, 
with the first batch of salt on the pavement by the rush hour. 
 
1/8/18 
5:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
Looking to Stop Wrong-Way Drivers 
Looking to reduce the occurrence of "wrong-way" drivers on area freeways, M-DOT is teaming 
up with the Michigan State Police.  M-DOT traffic safety engineer Josh Carey says some of the 
short-term efforts being made include the installation of additional cameras along local freeways 
-- larger, reflective "wrong way" signs at exit ramps -- and posting immediate alerts on roadside 
message signs when incidents do occur. 
 
1/9/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Pothole Hotline Set Up 
With extreme temperatures changes, more pot holes will be popping up on metro Detroit 
highways. Which is why M-DOT will be opening up their pothole hotline, so drivers can tell them 
where to find the tire-eating potholes wreaking havoc on the commuters. The toll-free number is 
888-296-4546. 
 
1/27/18 
11:06am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Mayor Pushes Insurance Change 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says he's making progress in his drive to change Michigan's auto 
insurance laws.  The state legislature has turned down several efforts, but Duggan says things 
could change now that higher insurance rates aren't just impacting people in the city.  Duggan 
making his comments as part of an appearance of the "Big Four" in front of the Detroit 
Economic Club this past week.   Oakland County executive Brooks Patterson, who was 
seriously injured in a car crash, raised concerns about any cuts to benefits of accident victims. 
 
2/6/18  
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Pothole Repairs to hit All Time High 
A longer-lasting fix to the growing pothole problem on I-696. MDOT materials engineer Jim Siler 
tells WWJ they're using a special hot-patch compound normally limited to the warm weather 
season. But given the deteriorating condition of the freeway, a supplier has agreed to make the 
hot patch available over the next few weeks. 
 



2/12/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Emergency Road Repairs on Area Freeways 
Huge bottlenecks can be expected with emergency concrete repair project underway across 
metro Detroit. MDOT's Diane Cross says only one to two lanes will be open today and tomorrow 
along Telegraph Road southbound between Square Lake and Orchard Lake Road...then 
tomorrow after 7-am along I-696 eastbound from Ryan to Mound, and I-75 southbound from 
Coolidge Highway to Wattles 
 
2/19/18 
8:13am 
Michael Cohen 
Weight Restrictions on State Roads 
Semi-trucks driving in Michigan are under seasonal weight restrictions starting today. MDOT's 
Dan Weingarten says that as the roads begin to thaw they are more susceptible to damage.  
The restrictions are imposed on all state trunkline highways from the Michigan/Indiana and 
Michigan/Ohio state borders -- north to Muskegon County. State routes typically carry M, I, or 
US designations. 
 
3/4/18 
12:10am 
Ron Dewey 
Road Work on M-59 To Begin Soon 
The Michigan Department of Transportation is holding a public meeting on Tuesday to discuss 
the second phase of the the M-59 reconstruction project in Macomb County. Diane Cross with 
MDOT talked with WWJ's Ron Dewey about the 60-million-dollar project and meeting.  The 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday at the Clinton Township  Public Library from 7 to 8:30PM. 
 
3/10/18 
1:07pm 
Greg Bowman 
Road Repairs in Oakland County 
Getting rid of the potholes and giving drivers a smoother ride.  That's the goal of Oakland 
County  officials, who are ready to get to work on the roads, thanks to an emergency infusion of 
cash from State Lawmakers.  The County plans to spend four million of their seven million 
dollars share of the state road money on the agency's preservation overlay program. 
 
3/29/18 
Various 
Michael Cohen 
Drivers Worried about Distracted Driving 
Almost 90 percent of motorists are worried about distracted driving. A new survey by Triple-A 
finding that it's the top concern among drivers -- even more so than drunk driving and 
aggressive driving. AAA spokeswoman Sue Hiltz says studies find that when a driver is texting 
behind the wheel, they are eight times more likely to end up in an accident. 
 
 



WWJ COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS 
 
2/15/18 
Leaders and Innovators: The New Office 
WWJ's Business Editor Murray Feldman moderated a discussion about how new office trends 
are driving changes in the today’s workplace and affecting business and your employees.  
Employees have a greater opportunity to negotiate their compensation package.  Businesses 
are now having to get more creative when hiring and retaining talent.  The panel of experts 
included: Peg Pierce, Director of Career Services at Lawrence Technological University, Shaun 
Wilson, Partner and Senior Vice President at Truscott Rossman and Joe Schoch, Talent 
Engagement at Pillar Technology.  
 
3/15/18 
Leaders and Innovators: Workplace Safety 
The issue of workplace safety has never been more critical. And an expert panel at Lawrence 
Technological discussed the issue. Panelists included: Steven Bogdalek, executive director of 
campus safety, Lawrence Technological University, Kevin Heidisch, director of security, Detroit 
Athletic Club and Jason Tague, director of strategic accounts, Guardian Alarm.  WWJ Business 
Editor Murray Feldman served as the moderator. 
 
 
WWJ REGULARLY SCHEDULED FEATURES 
 
DETROIT SKILLS 
 
1/8/18 
The growth in home construction... tremendous. As good as 2017 has been.  Michael Stoskopf 
with the Home Builders Association of Southeastern Michigan says it could be better.  But 
there's a problem.  The lack of skilled trade workers in Michigan is holding back a home-building 
industry from being even stronger. Stoskopf says now is the time to jump into the industry. 
 
1/29/18 
At this year’s auto show there were car enthusiasts and those who help make the cars.  That 
takes skills, says Dave, a now retired long-time worker at Ford.  As the auto industry changes... 
skilled workers are needed, like they've always have been. The skills are changing according to 
the changing technology.  In demand to build the in-car gadgets, and apps, and autonomous 
tech, jobs like design engineers, software developers, and people with skills like design failure 
mode and effects analysis, Simulink, and computer aided 3D INTERACTIVE applications. 
 
2/5/18 
From an early age, he knew he had skills.  Those skills started with an interest.  Dan Ingram 
became a horticulturist. Working with plant life… and there's a lot of plant life.  His career path 
led him high up in the nursery world. Currently the general manager at Bordine's in Brighton. 
 
2/12/18 
The middle skills.  Not middle school.  Middle skills and the jobs that come with them.  Greg 
Harp, senior vice president of Graduation Alliance, says in order to grow Michigan's economy, 
there needs to be a growing workforce.  Part of his focus is on the 750-thousand adult 
Michiganders who don't have a high school diploma.   
 
3/5/18 
The shortage of skilled trade workers in Michigan is expected to continue through 2024. That's 
according to Pure Michigan Talent Connect, an online marketplace that connects employers 
with employees.  Essentially the state's labor exchange system. Pure Michigan Connect expects 
by 2024 there to be half a million jobs in the skilled trades. 15-thousand new jobs a year. 



 
 
3/12/18 
Fulfilling the needs of the work-force, depends heavily on collaborations between private 
industry, and institutions of higher education.  Joe Steel with LIFT - a Detroit-based, public-
private partnership committed to the development and deployment of advanced lightweight 
metal manufacturing technologies- says implementing education and training initiatives to better 
prepare the workforce today and in the future is a major initiative with LIFT. 
 
3/19/18 
Did you know Michigan leads the nation with an increase of 145,300 manufacturing jobs since 
2009?  Pure Michigan Talent Connect says manufacturers in Michigan employed 600,200 
workers in 2016. These workers make an average compensation of $77,277 in 2015 
 
3/26/18 
Going PRO Talent Fund.  The Skilled Trades Training Fund (STTF) awards grants to employers 
to assist in training, developing and retaining current employees and individuals to be hired. 
Training is customized to meet employee skill requirements and is short-term in duration, 
preferably less than three months, with no training extending more than six months.  
 
 
YOUR EYE ON HEALTH 
 
1/1/18  
Cold weather. The benefits of exercising in the cold. 
 
1/2/18  
Fitness goals. Simple steps to reaching your fitness goals. 
 
1/3/18  
Weight loss. A study from the journal Obesity finds consistency is key to weight loss. 
 
1/4/18 
Distracted driving. An ER doctor makes urges you to become a distraction free driver in 2018. 
 
1/5/18 
Pillows. Your pillow could be making you sick. 
 
1/8/18  
Tinnitus. New research may provide relief for ringing in the ears. 
 
1/9/18  
Eye injuries. New research on eye injuries in children. 
 
1/10/18  
Resolutions. Sticking to your New Year resolutions. 
 
1/11/18  
The flu. The flu is in full force in Michigan and experts say it's not too late to get vaccinated. 
 
1/12/18  
Dry brushing. Expert advice on this ancient technique. 
 
1/15/18 
The flu. The CDC reports widespread flu activity across the country. 



 
1/16/18  
Depression. How mindfulness may help with depression. 
 
1/17/18  
Radon. The importance of testing your home for this gas. 
 
1/18/18  
Itchy skin. Itchy skin may not be just due to dry skin. 
 
1/19/18  
Immune boosting foods. Certain foods could keep you healthy. 
 
1/22/18  
Colon cancer. Your diet may increase your risk for colon cancer. 
 
1/23/18  
Binge watching. Why we like to binge watch TV shows. 
 
1/24/18  
Fight the flu. Ways to protect yourself from the flu. 
 
1/25/18  
Give blood. The American Red Cross needs blood donors. 
 
1/26/18  
Stress in America. A report on what's stressing us out from the American Psychological 
Association. 
 
1/29/18  
Weight gain. Could a thyroid problem the reason you're packing on the pounds? 
 
1/30/18  
Laundry pod challenge. Some teens are practicing a dangerous challenge. 
 
1/31/18 
Opioids in Michigan. Some sobering stats on the opioid epidemic. 
 
2/1/18  
Vision check. Young children need their eyes checked. 
 
2/2/18  
The flu. The link between the flu and heart attacks. 
 
2/5/18  
Opioid addiction. Some addicts are turning to Imodium to get high. 
 
2/6/18  
Work stress. How to avoid taking the stress from work home with you. 
 
2/7/18  
Tamiflu. Why the anti-viral isn't for all kids. 
 
2/8/18  
Stop the bleed. A free course at Beaumont helps you learn to stop bleeding and save a life. 



 
2/9/18  
Thaw radiothon 
 
2/12/18  
Flu season. It's a rough season. How much more flu is expected? 
 
2/13/18  
Concussion. Michigan has changes to the concussion law. 
 
2/14/18  
Grocery shopping. A local hospital offers grocery shopping tours. 
 
2/15/18  
Broken Heart Syndrome. Can you really suffer from a broken heart? 
 
2/16/18  
Noro virus. Why many Olympians are getting sick with the Noro virus. 
 
2/19/18  
Walking and heart. How fast you walk can determine the health of your heart. 
 
2/20/18  
Tourniquets. A local hospital is teaching residents how to use the life saving device. 
 
2/21/18  
Diet wars. What's better for weight loss-a low carb or low fat diet? A new study is out from 
Stanford. 
 
2/22/18  
Heart attacks. Symptoms can be different between men and women. 
 
2/23/18  
Allergies. Could you bedroom be making you sick? 
 
2/26/18  
Gun safety. A survey on how U-S gun owners store their firearms? 
 
2/27/18  
Sexting. A report on teens and sexting. 
 
2/28/18  
ADHD. A study in the journal "Clinical Psychological Science" looks at the best parenting styles 
for kids with ADHD. 
 
3/1/18  
Senior medicine. A national poll on aging looks at communication between doctors and patients. 
 
3/2/18  
CPR. A survey finds only about one in six adults knows how to do bystander CPR. 
 
3/5/18 
Multiple sclerosis. The link between MS and fish. 
 
 



3/6/18  
Memory Boot Camp. A program for older adults to improve memory. 
 
3/7/18  
Daylight Saving Time. Steps to prepare you for the time change. 
 
3/8/18  
Noise. Why background noise can help you focus better. 
 
3/9/18  
Headaches and Daylight Saving Time. Why springing forward can be a headache for some 
people. 
 
3/12/18  
Tourniquets. A local hospital is teaching residents how to use the life saving device. 
 
3/13/18  
Screening for colon cancer. Different options for colon cancer screening. 
 
3/14/18  
Breast cancer. Why some breast cancer patients need genetic testing and counseling before 
treatment. 
 
3/15/18  
Heart disease. Once you have heart disease can you reverse it without surgery? 
 
3/16/18 
Wellness coach. A local doctor wants to help you achieve optimal health. 
 
3/19/18  
Weight gain. Could a thyroid problem the reason you're packing on the pounds? 
 
3/20/18  
Tweens. How social media is making parenting tweens easier and more difficult. 
 
3/21/18  
CPR. How many people know how to do bystander CPR? 
 
3/22/18  
Teens and sexting. A report on teens and sexting. 
 
3/23/18  
Noise. Background noise can help you to focus better. 
 
 
MAKING THE GRADE 
 
1/1/18 
Bank of America Student Leaders Program.  Tiffany Douglas. Market Manager BOA.  Students 
attend summit with other young people from across the country and serve a summer internship 
with non-profit agency in Detroit. 
 
1/9/18 
Innovation Hub. Wayne State University.  Wayne State University’s David Tarver.  He says the 
hub is one more tool to help students succeed in business or entrepreneurship. 



1/16/18 
Keeping college kids from leaving Michigan after graduation.   Bill Foy Senior Vice President for 
Engineering for Denso International.  Denso one of dozens of companies recruiting new grads 
in auto industry at the North American International Auto Show. 
 
1/18/18 
Local students showing off new technologies at the North American International Show EMU 
President Jim Smith.  
 
1/23/18 
Local student scores perfect SAT Score of 36.  Kaitlyn Profit is a senior at Eisenhower High 
School and The Utica Center for Math, Science, and Technology.  She hopes to go into 
mechanical energy or renewable energy. 
 
1/30/18 
What are top issues facing Michigan schools?  Michigan Executive Director Mike Shoudy.  Says 
funding and over-reliance on standardized testing are major concerns.  
 
2/1/18 
Local students following in the footsteps of famous artists and writers like Andy Warhol, Stephen 
King, and Truman Capote.    Avondale High School student Ava Greig, one of 12 students who 
won a gold key 2018 Scholastic Art Awards.  Also receiving a gold key for her art work was 
Crystal Czarniecki. 
 
2/6/18 
Boosting students STEM Skills (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) in Southeast 
Michigan.  Emily DeRocco, Director of Education and Workforce Development for LIFT—
Lightweight Innovations for Tomorrow.  
 
2/8/18 
Students studying Forensics, competitive speaking events.   Birmingham Groves High School 
Junior Ben Iverson.  School was state champion last year. 
 
2/13/18 
Giving back to a Detroit school by donating hundreds of backpack to students.  Attorney Paul 
Mersino from Butzel Long Law Firm in Detroit. They surprised students with backpacks. 
 
2/20/18 
Homeless students.   Mae Daniels. Extra Credit Union in Warren.  They have been working with 
Macomb Intermediate Schools to raise 13 hundred dollars to assist 12 hundred homeless 
students in Macomb with clothes, supplies and personal items.  
 
2/22/18 
Future of Marygrove College in Detroit.   Rip Rapson, President of Kresge Foundation, which is 
launching an effort to preserve the school’s 91-year-old historic campus in Detroit.  Marygrove 
recently dropped its undergraduate program. 
 
2/27/18 
City Year Detroit.   Executive Director Andrew Stein. Program provides mentoring, tutoring and 
other assistance to make students stay on the right pay to graduation.   RayVaughan Miles, one 
of 71 corps members who works at Noble Middle School in Detroit.  
 
3/1/18 
Avondale High School student chosen for admission into the U.S. Coast Guard Academy.   
Avondale Senior Annie Himan, One of only 400 across the country selected for the program.  



3/6/18 
STEM Day at Wayne State University.   Wayne State’s Julie Hasse, who says there is a bright 
future for students who graduate in the STEM fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math.  
 
3/12/18 
First for this award- winning student Dance Team from Macomb County. Maria Chodnicki is a 
senior from Utica Eisenhower, the first high school chosen as a national team for international 
competition in Jazz and Hip.  The honor usually goes to colleges.   Senior Shelby Fenn is also 
on the team.   Rachelle Kiehl is the team’s head coach.  They will compete with dance teams 
from around the world April 25-27 in Orlando, Florida. 
 
3/15/18 
Farmington High School Teacher of the Year.  Economics Teacher Katherine Gustaffson was 
chosen as top teacher. She will receive a car from Suburban Collection.  
 
3/20/18 
Education.  Jalen Rose Leadership Academy in Detroit.  Principal Wendy Lewis says the school 
is accepting enrollments for new students through March. 
 
 


