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ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO METRO DETROITERS 

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 
FOURTH QUARTER 2018 

October 1st – December 31st, 2018 
 
1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.   Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached)   
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators.  
 
Detroit Skills 
Airs Mondays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm.  WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks about different skills 
and jobs that are in the Metro Detroit area.  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
10/9/18 
2:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Ethnic Intimidation Charges in Dearborn Height Case 
A Dearborn Heights man has been ordered to stay away from his neighbor as he's arraigned 
today on charges of ethnic intimidation.  Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy says there's 
camera footage of 35-year-old Jason Sherman yelling racial remarks and making sexual 
gestures toward the neighbor, as well as destroying shrubs and urinating on the neighbor's 
house.  Ethnic intimidation is a felony that carries a penalty of up to two years in prison and a 
five-thousand dollar fine.  
 
10/17/18 
Various 
Newsroom 
US Border Agents React to Legalized Pot in Canada 
Canada is ironing out some remaining kinks in its system - as it becomes the largest country 
with a legal national marijuana marketplace.  Legal purchasing in the Great White North began 
at the stroke of midnight.  Meantime, U-S Customs and Border Patrol say it's against the law to 
bring marijuana over the border into the U-S. 
 
10/22/18 
6:333pm 
Zahra Huber 
Bust at the Border 
A Canadian citizen is arrested and makes an appearance in federal court after allegedly trying 
to carry nearly 300 pounds of cocaine over the border.  A test came out positive for cocaine -- 
and agents then seized 280 pounds of the drug. The suspect was turned over to Homeland 
Security Investigations. 
 
10/27/18 
1:04pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Local Jewish Leaders React to Shooting at Synagogue 
The death toll has climbed to at least eight after a lone gunman opened fire during services at a 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh. David Kurzmann is executive director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council here in Metro Detroit says hate has no place in the world.  Some Rabbis have 
asked for police patrols to be increased around their synagogues. 
 
11/5/18 
7:10am 
Beth Fisher 
Prepping for an Emergency 
It's only November 5th, but state officials want you to be prepared for winter. This is Winter 
Hazards Awareness Week.  MSP Emergency Management-Homeland Security's Lieutenent 
Tim Ketvirtes says it's important to have an emergency kit in your home and in your car, 
complete with non perishable food, water, a battery radio, flashlights, and extra blankets and 
clothing. 
 
 



11/12/18 
12:05pm  
Ron Dewey 
Murder Suspect Still on the Loose 
The shooter who gunned down a woman last night in a Waterford neighborhood remains at 
large. Waterford Police determining the details surrounding the homicide  on LaSalle street near 
M-59 and Telegraph Road.  Investigators say the victim was being targeted, that the shooting 
was not a random act. This is the fourth murder investigation this year in Waterford Township. 
 
11/25/18 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Cyber Monday Scams 
Online spending broke records on Black Friday. Adobe Analytics, which tracks e-commerce 
transactions, says shoppers spent 6.2 billion dollars online, nearly 24 percent more than Black 
Friday last year. That record will likely be short-lived, with experts forecasting "Cyber Monday" 
sales to top 7.8 billion dollars, making it the largest U.S. shopping day in history. Christopher 
Krebs oversees cyber and infrastructure security at the Department of Homeland Security. He 
says shoppers looking for deals should also be on the lookout for scammers. 
 
12/1/18 
2:06pm 
Zahra Huber 
Preparing Students for an Emergency 
Michigan's fifth graders are learning how to be prepared for an emergency. The Michigan State 
Police, Emergency Managment, and Homeland Security are offerings elementary schools 
across the state the opportunity to enroll fifth-graders in a national emergency preparedness 
program. It teachers students how to be ready for tornadoes, storms, flooding and other 
emergencies. 
 
12/5/18  
Various 
Beth Fisher 
Police Prepare for Pot 
Come Thursday, recreational marijuana will be legal in Michigan.  President of the Michigan  
Chiefs of Police, Novi Police Chief David Molloy, says there will be a learning curve.  He says 
you can't smoke marijuana in public.  Molloy says you can't have marijuana in public & that 
would be a civil infraction, so you could get a ticket. 
 
12/8/18 
11:05am 
Zahra Huber 
Police Crackdown on Impaired Driving 
Police make thousands of traffic stops during a crackdown on impaired driving in Michigan.  
Nearly 69-hundred traffic stops were made during the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
crackdown -- a campaign that ran from October 18 through November 4th. More than 150 drunk 
drivers were arrested. In West Michigan, a driver with a blood alcohol level more than four times 
the legal limit was stopped -- had a suspended license, and was in possession of meth. 
 



12/12/18 
5:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Partnership Targets Opioids 
A new public-private partnership has been formed to fight opioid overdoses and deaths. The 
Michigan Opioid Partnership plans to distribute $2.6 million in grants for prevention, treatment, 
harm reduction and sustained recovery programs.  The state Health Department, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan, the Ethel and James Flinn Foundation, the Superior Health 
Foundation, The Jewish Fund and the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan are all 
involved.  The group says last year 19-hundred overdose deaths were attributed to opioids. 
 
12/21/18 
Various 
Newsroom 
Government Shutdown and Border Patrols 
Both the House and the Senate have gone home for the night which means we are assured of a 
government shutdown. 25% of the government will shut down including the Department of 
Homeland Security, the State Department, and the Justice Department.  However local Border 
Patrol agents and those with the TSA will stay on the job. They won't be paid. 
 
12/28/18 
2:30pm 
Zahra Huber 
Warning about Impaired Driving 
Michigan State Police Lt. Mike Shaw talks live with WWJ about new statistics that show there 
were 131 fatal crashes linked to cannabinoid drug use.  In addition, drunk driving fatal crashes 
have increased over the past ten years.  
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
10/2/18 
4:53pm 
Ron Dewey 
Students Cleaning up Detroit 
Over 900 students from the University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy will help 
clean up three city landmarks today as part of the sixth annual "Pledge Detroit Project." The 
students will put the elbow grease to cleanups at Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne, Chandler Park 
and the Life Remodeled project in the Durfee neighborhood.  School officials say the student-led 
project allows them to live out the school motto, "Men for Others.” 
 
10/3/18 
10:33am 
Vickie Thomas 
Count Day and Protests 
Some Detroit Public School students using today's count day to send a message about the 
school's water problems. They plan to skip class today to protest the lack of clean drinking 
water.  Schools can still get credit for students absent within 30 days if they provide an excuse 
for being absent. 
 



10/4/18  
Various 
Terri Lee 
UM Fundraising Hits 5 Billion Dollars 
The University of Michigan has raised $5 billion so far during its multi-year fundraising campaign 
that's scheduled to wrap up at the end of the year.  University President Mark Schlissel says the 
"Victors for Michigan " campaign reached that mark with support from more than 382,000 
donors.  Of the total, the school says more than $1.1 billion is for student support such as 
undergraduate and graduate scholarships and fellowships. 
 
10/11/18 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey  
Grant Money for Schools and Security 
A $316-thousand dollar grant over a 2-year period from the U-S Department of Justice for the 
county Emergency office. This will be used to hire personnel to work specifically with local 
police, school districts and other officials to enhance safety measures at school buildings across 
the county. Vicki Wolber, Director of Emergency Management and Communications for 
Macomb County, tells WWJ this will also help let parents and students be aware, not alarmed. 
 
10/17/18 
6:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Principal Suspended after Comments 
An assistant principal at Harrison High School who said the cheer squad looked like strippers 
during a routine has been suspended. Angela Leach has since apologized to the cheer squad 
and their parents for last month's comments about a homecoming pep rally routine she said was 
inappropriate. Parents who spoke at last night's board meeting couldn't agree whether the 
comment was racial, as most of the cheer squad members are black. Leach remains on leave 
as a human resources investigation continues. 
 
10/20/18 
6:06am 
Lauren Barthold 
It's on Us Campaign at MSU 
Starting this weekend, Michigan State University students, faculty and community partners will 
participate in the "It's On Us" Week of Action -- initiated by the Obama White House in 2014. 
The idea is to prevent, respond to and raise awareness for sexual misconduct, relationship 
violence and gender discrimination. Several events are planned -- including trauma informed 
yoga and a "teal out" -- where people wear teal-colored clothing to show support for survivors. 
 
10/25/18 
2:33pm 
Greg Bowman 
Positive Job Outlook for College Grads 
The latest Michigan State University Recruiting Trends shows the job market for grads is 
booming for the ninth year in a row.  Employers who took the survey expressed the highest level 
of optimism in the labor market since the late 1990s. In total, they plan to hire  more than 63 
thousand new graduates this year. This comes as the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported  
a record 7.1 million job openings. Survey Director Phil Gardner says they've never witnessed 
such a stretch in the 48 years of this report. 
 



11/13/18 
7:07am 
Ron Dewey 
Schools Closed Due to Threat 
A Redford Township school remains closed for a second day following a threat phoned into the 
offices of the Stuckey Center Monday morning. The superintendent of Redford Union Schools 
says police are now investigating the threat with the school being left closed today as a 
precaution. In a letter to parents, Dr. Sarena Shivers says the school is taking every precaution 
until the investigation is complete. No word if the school will re-open tomorrow. 
 
12/1/18 
2:06pm 
Zahra Huber 
Preparing Students for an Emergency 
Michigan's fifth graders are learning how to be prepared for an emergency. The Michigan State 
Police, Emergency Managment, and Homeland Security are offerings elementary schools 
across the state the opportunity to enroll fifth-graders in a national emergency preparedness 
program. It teachers students how to be ready for tornadoes, storms, flooding and other 
emergencies. 
 
12/13/18 
1:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Schools Upset with New Letter Grade System 
The Superintendent of Detroit Public Schools says he's fuming after the lame duck state house 
passed a bill to revise how the state's schools are graded.  Republican supporters of the bill say 
it's a much-needed "kick in the pants" to improve education. Nikolai Vitti says his district has 
been working for a year on a state-ordered grading system and this would mean they have to 
start over. 
 
12/18/18 
Various 
Terri Lee 
New School Leader in Birmingham 
Birmingham schools expected to name a new Superintendent tonight.  The board meets at 7 
o'clock and is expected to hire Mark Dziatczak who is currently the Deputy Superintendent in 
Troy.  In his application, Dziatczak said with student success as the focus of his work, he 
believes a high performing, exemplary school District starts with a harmonious and productive 
relationship between the Board of Education and Superintendent. 
 
12/20/18 
8:13pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Flint Schools Get Boost from Elon Musk 
Flint students in the seventh and eighth grades will be getting laptops, thanks to a donation from 
the Elon Musk Foundation, the CEO of Tesla Motors and the head of Space X.  The 
announcement was made Wednesday at a Flint school board meeting. The foundation is giving 
about $424,000.  The superintendent of Flint schools, says the Musk and Mott foundations 
"have been amazing" to the district. Flint schools are using a separate Musk grant of $480,000 
to for water filtration. 
 



ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
10/3/18 
2:32pm 
Zahra Huber 
Groups Upset with new plan for Pipeline 5 
Environmental groups concerned with an agreement between Michigan and Enbridge to replace 
twin oil pipelines in the Straits of Mackinac.  Governor Snyder says shutting down the existing 
Line 5 pipes and building a new pipeline in a tunnel beneath the lake bed would eliminate 
"nearly every risk" of an oil leak in the Straits of Mackinac.  But not everyone agrees -- including 
Mike Shriberg, the Great Lakes Regional Executive Director for the National Wildlife Federation. 
Environmental groups are pledging to fight the plan. 
 
10/7/18 
10:12am 
Lauren Barthold 
Air Quality Improving in Southeast Michigan. 
The air is less polluted in Metro Detroit.  The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments says 
it's because of OZONE Action Days. And while it was a fairly warm summer, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality meteorologists called for nine OZONE Action Days this 
year. That's just one above the yearly average of eight. SEMCOG reminds residents that 
individual actions -- like waiting to fill up the gas tank or avoiding cutting the grass on these 
types of days -- can make a big difference. 
 
10/8/18 
6:34pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Climate Change Report 
A new U-N report on climate change says limiting global warming to just under a single degree 
could mean the difference between life and death for many people and ecosystems.  Dean at 
the School for Environment and Sustainability at the University of Michigan -- Jonathan 
Overpeck -- says we're already seeing the effects of a hotter worldwide climate. 
 
10/28/18 
Various 
Jason Scott 
Caring for Environment while Building a Bridge 
As construction is underway on the Gordie Howe International Bridge, its designers are detailing 
the crossing's "sustainability" features ... the infrastructure meant to create less of a burden on 
the environment.  Karey Thatcher, Architectural Project Coordinator for the Windsor-Detroit 
Bridge Authority, says a sophisticated system of retention ponds will manage storm runoff. 
 
11/6/18 
3:05pm 
Terri Lee 
Carbon Monoxide Safety Week 
It's known as the silent killer. That's carbon monoxide poisoning. This is Carbon Monoxide 
Safety and Awareness Week in Michigan - a chance to learn how to protect your home and 
family from this potential poison.  Consumers Energy spokesperson Debra Dodd says most 
incidents happen December through February when your furnace runs frequently and when you 
have an appliance that doesn't work or vent properly. 
 



11/9/18 
5:05am 
Pat Vitale 
Gov Outlines Priorities including Environmental Cleanups 
The governor says his legislative priorities before leaving office include pushing through fee 
increases to pay for environmental cleanup, water infrastructure and recycling needs. The 
Republican governor met with GOP lawmakers Thursday -- the beginning of the "lame-duck" 
period. It's a final chance for Republicans to enact bills before Democratic Gov.-elect Gretchen 
Whitmer takes office in January. 
 
11/13/18 
6:13pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Concern Voiced Over PFAS 
A state scientist says he made recommendations six years ago to his superiors on how to limit 
exposure to contamination from industrial compounds known as PFAS -- but received no 
immediate feedback.  Department of Environmental Quality researcher Robert Delaney said 
Tuesday during a summit of environmental officials in Grand Rapids that he sent then-director 
Dan Wyant a report in 2012.   
 
12/3/18 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Report Says More Contaminants going into Michigan Waterways. 
According to published reports- - Michigan businesses are discharging large amounts of 
chemical contaminants into the state's waterways every day.  The information revealed after 
state officials started testing treatment plants.  Officials discovered that at least 130 businesses 
have been considered as potential sources of PFAS. Many of the businesses releasing 
chemicals are companies that make chrome parts for the auto industry. Environmental 
advocates say it could take years to fix the issues. 
 
12/20/18 
4:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
DTE Energy Fined 
Billing and shutoff violations will cost D-T-E Energy 840-thousand dollars. The Michigan Public 
Service Commission approved an 840-thousand dollar settlement with the utility company 
today.  The deal resolves outstanding issues regarding illegal disconnections and billing 
mistakes. In addition to the fine, D-T-E Energy will also have to refund deposits and 
reconnection fees to customers who were improperly shut off, perform audits of its shutoff 
procedures and billing practices for the next two years and install SMART meters for all 
customers who want them by the end of next year. 
 
12/25/18 
Various 
Zahra Huber 
Utility Company Warns about Imposters 
Consumers Energy warning the public about an increase in imposters. In the last few weeks -- 
Consumers Energy has seen a trend in several areas where impersonators go to customers' 
homes and aggressively trying to get inside. Spokeswoman Debra Dodd says if they have to 
shut off service to the home, employees will never threaten to do so. If you feel like an imposter 
is trying to come in -- call 9-1-1 
 
 
 



HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
10/1/18  
6:13pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Study on Sleep and Risky Behavior 
Teenagers require 8-10 hours of sleep at night for optimal health, yet more than 70 percent of 
high school students get less than that. A study from Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston 
finds teens who slept less than six hours were twice as likely to use alcohol, tobacco or 
marijuana, and drive after drinking alcohol compared to teens who slept 8-hours a night. The 
teens with less sleep were also more likely to carry a weapon, get into a fight, and consider or 
attempt suicide 
 
10/3/18 
9:34am 
Pat Vitale 
New Study on Fast Food 
A government study has found that 1 in 3 American adults eat fast food on any given day. 
That's about 85 million people.  It's the first federal study to look at how often adults eat fast 
food.  The study did not find a difference between men and women. But higher-income families 
ate fast food more often than lower-income families -- and African Americans ate it more than 
other racial or ethnic groups. 
 
10/17/18 
10:06am 
Beth Fisher 
McLaren Health and Walgreens Team Up with Clinics 
McLaren Health and Walgreen's are teaming up to open a combination of retail health clinics, 
primary and urgent care centers at Michigan area Walgreens.  President & CEO of the McLaren 
Health Management Group, Bart Buxton, expects 10 to 15 of the clinics will open within a year 
and he envisions up to 70 such clinics within five years in Michigan Walgreens stores. 
 
10/31/18 
12:03pm 
Deanna Lites 
Cocaine Concerns in Washtenaw County 
The opioid crisis is a national public health concern. But in Washtenaw County cocaine is also a 
growing problem.  Nearly half of deaths related to opioids in Washtenaw County between Jan. 
and Aug. of this year have also involved cocaine, and it's an increase from previous years.  
Jimena Loveluck is with the Washtenaw County Health Department. She says fentanyl is so 
dangerous and deadly, it takes as little as 3mg, or the size of a grain of sand, to kill an average 
adult male. 
 
11/1/18 
6:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Cancer Survey 
When it comes to cancer...what does the public think in regards to treatment and care? The 
American Society of Clinical Oncology is out with a national survey. More than 4-thousand 
adults were surveyed...including some who have had or have cancer.More than half of those 
surveyed said their top concern about getting a cancer diagnosis was financial...how they'd pay 
for treatments. A surprise finding...around half of those surveyed believe that cancer can be 
cured by using only alternative treatments such as diet or herbs. 
 
 



11/8/18 
1:13pm 
Deanna Lites 
Diabetes Awareness Month 
November is Diabetes Awareness Month. About 30-million Americans are living with diabetes. 
Regular foot exams are important to prevent complications such as foot ulcers and amputation.  
Dr. Desmond Bell is with Save a Leg, Save a Life campaign and says because diabetes can 
decrease the feeling in your extremities, it's also a good idea before taking a bath or shower to 
use your elbow to test the temperature of the water so you don't accidentally burn yourself. 
 
11/21/18 
5:52pm 
Deanna Lites 
Thanksgiving Eating 
Do you ever find yourself stuffed after eating a Thanksgiving meal?  There may be a simple way 
to keep you from overeating. Your less likely to leave the table stuffed if you enjoy small 
portions of a variety of foods.Dr. Peter Watson is with HAP and says it's also a good idea to stay 
hydrated by drinking plenty of water.And maybe hit those sales after your Thanksgiving meal as 
a way to get some walking in. 
 
11/27/18 
4:13pm 
Deanna Lites 
Videos and Autism 
It's common to take videos with your cell phone and now, that footage may help to diagnose 
autism. Across the country there's a wait list to test children for autism.  A study from Stanford 
finds home videos can help, and lead to a faster diagnosis and earlier treatment.  Home videos 
also let health experts observe a child in their own, natural environment which provides a more 
realistic snapshot of the child than in a clinical setting. 
 
12/12/18 
5:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Partnership Targets Opioids 
A new public-private partnership has been formed to fight opioid overdoses and deaths. The 
Michigan Opioid Partnership plans to distribute $2.6 million in grants for prevention, treatment, 
harm reduction and sustained recovery programs.  The state Health Department, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan, the Ethel and James Flinn Foundation, the Superior Health 
Foundation, The Jewish Fund and the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan are all 
involved.  The group says last year 19-hundred overdose deaths were attributed to opioids. 
 
12/12/18 
5:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
New Gym Opening in Detroit 
Planet Fitness helping Detroit's kids to live healthier lifestyles.  The company has partnered with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeastern Michigan to build a gym just for kids. The Lloyd H. 
Diehl club on Collingwood Avenue near I-96 and Livernois is expected to open this afternoon. 
Officials say the space will be judgement-free and filled with encouragement. 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
10/1/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Candidate Endorsements 
In the race for governor, who has the backing of Michigan's businesses? Democrat Gretchen 
Whitmer is boasting a coalition of CEO's from companies including DTE Energy, Henry Ford 
Health System, Weight Watchers and Strategic Staffing Solutions among two dozen company 
executives. Republican Bill Schuette gained endorsements this past week from groups including 
Business Leaders for Michigan, the Michigan Manufacturers Association and the National 
Federation of Independent Business. 
 
10/4/18 
9:50pm 
Michael Cohen 
Elections and Cyber Security Threats 
As the midterm elections in Michigan and across the nation draw closer, national security 
officials are warning state governments about cyber security threats.  According to the 
Washington Post -- officials with the national counterintelligence and security center -- and 
department of homeland security -- told state officials this week there is a possibility for an 
attack on their election systems. 
 
10/27/18 
1:04pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Local Jewish Leaders React to Shooting at Synagogue 
The death toll has climbed to at least eight after a lone gunman opened fire during services at a 
synagogue in Pittsburgh. David Kurzmann is executive director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council here in Metro Detroit says hate has no place in the world.  Some Rabbis have 
asked for police patrols to be increased around their synagogues. 
 
11/6/18 
Newsroom 
Various times 
Election Day Nears 
It’s a final day of campaigning for local, state and federal office holders and those candidates 
seeking those seats.   
 
11/7/18 
Newsroom 
Various 
Election Day 
Polls are open from 7am until 8pm and there are a number of local, state and 
federal/congressional races we are following.  Team coverage after the polls closed with results 
and reaction. 
 
11/8/18 
Newsroom 
Various 
Winners and losers from Election Day 
Michigan’s next Governor will be Gretchen Whitmer.  She led a Democratic sweep of the top 
positions in Michigan including Secretary of State and Attorney General.  Women also won 
congressional seats.  However Republicans will keep control of the state House and Senate. 
 



11/9/18 
5:05am 
Pat Vitale 
Governor Outlines Priorities including Environmental Cleanups 
The governor says his legislative priorities before leaving office include pushing through fee 
increases to pay for environmental cleanup, water infrastructure and recycling needs. The 
Republican governor met with GOP lawmakers Thursday -- the beginning of the "lame-duck" 
period. It's a final chance for Republicans to enact bills before Democratic Gov.-elect Gretchen 
Whitmer takes office in January. 
 
12/5/18 
1:34pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Minimum Wage Changes in Michigan 
Republicans in Lansing push ahead to delay minimum wage hikes and sick pay, while 
Democrats and other opponents say "not so fast."  The lame-duck legislation was approved 
along party lines, though some changes were made at Governor Snyder's request. While 
supporters are optimistic the Governor will sign the bills, labor groups are calling on Snyder to 
veto them. 
 
12/10/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
Mayor Announces New Money for Detroit Neighborhoods 
A record-breaking, multi-million dollar commitment announced today to develop and improve 
several Detroit neighborhoods.  Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says seven corporations donated 
35-million dollars to help breathe new life into seven additional Strategic Neighborhood Fund 
areas in the city.   
 
12/18/18 
3:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Congresswoman-elect Leads Forum About Plant Closing 
As the word comes of new layoffs, an event happening right now at Wayne State will fight to 
save jobs at Poletown. Congresswoman elect Rashida Tlaib says GM has had a lot of handouts 
- dating back before the bailout - to when neighborhoods were torn down to build the plant that 
went on to make Cadillacs. The closure is expected to cost 15-hundred jobs. 
 
12/21/18  
9:32pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Local Congresswoman on Government Shutdown 
Both the House and the Senate have gone home for the night which means we are assured of a 
government shutdown. Congresswoman Debbie Dingell released the following statement “A 
government shutdown is unacceptable. It’s a lack of leadership from President Trump and 
Republican Congressional Leaders. The American people expect their government to work for 
them and listen. It’s the holiday season, we should be showing America our better selves not 
driving the nation into a pointless shutdown.” 
 



12/21/18 
Various 
Newsroom 
Government Shutdown and Border Patrols 
Both the House and the Senate have gone home for the night which means we are assured of a 
government shutdown. 25% of the government will shut down including the Department of 
Homeland Security, the State Department, and the Justice Department.  However local Border 
Patrol agents and those with the TSA will stay on the job. They won't be paid. 
 
12/27/18  
Various 
Newsroom 
Governor-elect Announces Cabinet Appointments 
Governor-elect Gretchen Whitmer says a longtime MDOT deputy will be the next director of the 
Michigan Department of Transportation.  At the same time, Captain Joe Gesper will lead 
Michigan State Police.  
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
10/3/18 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Nationwide EAS Test 
Don't be surprised when your smartphone begins to buzz this afternoon. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, in coordination with the Federal Communications 
Commission will conduct a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System  and Wireless 
Emergency Alerts. The Wireless portion of the test begins at 2:18PM, and the EAS portion 
follows at 2:20PM. The test will assess the operational readiness of the emergency alert 
infrastructure and whether improvements are needed. This is the first ever nationwide end-to-
end test of Wireless Emergency Alerts. 
 
10/4/18 
9:50pm 
Michael Cohen 
Elections and Cyber Security Threats 
As the midterm elections in Michigan and across the nation draw closer, national security 
officials are warning state governments about cyber security threats.  According to the 
Washington Post -- officials with the national counterintelligence and security center -- and 
department of homeland security -- told state officials this week there is a possibility for an 
attack on their election systems. 
 
10/11/18 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey  
Grant Money for Schools and Security 
A $316-thousand dollar grant over a 2-year period from the U-S Department of Justice for the 
county Emergency office. This will be used to hire personnel to work specifically with local 
police, school districts and other officials to enhance safety measures at school buildings across 
the county. Vicki Wolber, Director of Emergency Management and Communications for 
Macomb County, tells WWJ this will also help let parents and students be aware, not alarmed. 
 
 
 
 



10/17/18 
Various 
Newsroom 
US Border Agents React to Legalized Pot in Canada 
Canada is ironing out some remaining kinks in its system - as it becomes the largest country 
with a legal national marijuana marketplace.  Legal purchasing in the Great White North began 
at the stroke of midnight.  Meantime, U-S Customs and Border Patrol say it's against the law to 
bring marijuana over the border into the U-S. 
 
10/22/18 
6:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Bust at the Border 
A Canadian citizen is arrested and makes an appearance in federal court after allegedly trying 
to carry nearly 300 pounds of cocaine over the border.  A test came out positive for cocaine -- 
and agents then seized 280 pounds of the drug. The suspect was turned over to Homeland 
Security Investigations. 
 
11/9/18  
10:34am 
Sandra McNeill 
Women Contributions to Homeland Security 
The Michigan Chapter of Women in Defense will dole out awards and scholarships to women 
for their contributions of women to America’s Defense and Homeland Security. The crowd will 
be decked out in red for the awards ceremony taking place tonight at the Royal Park Hotel in 
Rochester.  Chapter Advisor Patty Lopez says the awards have been a big push for women in 
the past. 
 
11/13/18   
1:33pm 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Secretary may be out 
President Trump has soured on Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen.  According to 
two people -- speaking on the condition of anonymity -- she's expected to leave her job as soon 
as this week. Nielsen had hoped to complete one year in the job and leave in December, but it 
appears unlikely she'll make it. Mister Trump has blamed Nielsen for not doing more to address 
illegal immigration at the southern border. 
 
11/25/18 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Cyber Monday Scams 
Online spending broke records on Black Friday. Adobe Analytics, which tracks e-commerce 
transactions, says shoppers spent 6.2 billion dollars online, nearly 24 percent more than Black 
Friday last year. That record will likely be short-lived, with experts forecasting "Cyber Monday" 
sales to top 7.8 billion dollars, making it the largest U.S. shopping day in history. Christopher 
Krebs oversees cyber and infrastructure security at the Department of Homeland Security. He 
says shoppers looking for deals should also be on the lookout for scammers. 
 



12/1/18 
2:06pm 
Zahra Huber 
Preparing Students for an Emergency 
Michigan's fifth graders are learning how to be prepared for an emergency. The Michigan State 
Police, Emergency Managment, and Homeland Security are offerings elementary schools 
across the state the opportunity to enroll fifth-graders in a national emergency preparedness 
program. It teachers students how to be ready for tornadoes, storms, flooding and other 
emergencies. 
 
12/21/18 
Various 
Newsroom 
Government Shutdown and Border Patrols 
Both the House and the Senate have gone home for the night which means we are assured of a 
government shutdown. 25% of the government will shut down including the Department of 
Homeland Security, the State Department, and the Justice Department.  However local Border 
Patrol agents and those with the TSA will stay on the job. They won't be paid. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
10/1/18 
9:04am 
Charlie Langton 
Trade Deal May be good for Workers 
The new trade deal with the U-S Mexico and Canada could be good news for American 
workers, according to one business expert. Dr. Sheila Ronis, distinguished professor of 
management at Walsh College, tells WWJ the new deal--once ratified and put into effect by 
2020--  calls for more domestic labor and content in the auto industry. But Ronis cautions that 
will depend whether auto companies can afford to work under the new provision that still need 
approval from all three countries. 
 
10/11/18 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Road Workers and Contractors Reach Deal 
Road construction workers in six different unions have reached a contract deal that will keep 
them on the job for the next six years.  The agreement between MITA and the Michigan 
Laborers' District Council calls for a $9.50 an hour raise over the six years as well as more 
generous overtime.  The deal does NOT involve the road engineers, who were locked out in 
September.  They will negotiate with MITA after the road construction season is done. 
 
10/24/18 
Various 
Jim Matthews 
Sporting Goods Store Hiring Workers 
If you love sports and you're in the market for a new job -- it's National Signing Day at DICK'S 
Sporting Goods.  It's a seasonal hiring effort in the Metro Detroit area as the sporting goods 
retailer is looking to hire 84 teammates.  Stores hiring include Bloomfield, Novi, Rochester Hills, 
Sterling Heights, Troy and others. 
 
 
 
 



10/24/18 
5:13am 
Sandra McNeill 
Hundreds of new jobs are planned for Detroit and Ann Arbor.  
The State Strategic Fund board has approved incentives for Silicon Valley-based KLA-Tencor to 
build a research and development facility in Ann Arbor.  The company develops and 
manufactures inspection,  and data analysis systems.  The 70-million dollar investment is 
expected to create 500 new jobs.  In Detroit, Freight broker Coyote Logistics is planning to 
expand it's operations in Corktown and hire 300 more workers. 
 
10/25/18 
2:33pm 
Greg Bowman 
Positive Job Outlook for College Grads 
The latest Michigan State University Recruiting Trends shows the job market for grads is 
booming for the ninth year in a row.  Employers who took the survey expressed the highest level 
of optimism in the labor market since the late 1990s. In total, they plan to hire  more than 63 
thousand new graduates this year. This comes as the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported  
a record 7.1 million job openings. Survey Director Phil Gardner says they've never witnessed 
such a stretch in the 48 years of this report. 
 
11/7/18 
12:12pm 
Zahra Huber 
More Detroiters Working 
More Detroiters were employed in September than at any other time in 10 years. That's 
according to new U-S labor statistics. The number of residents working in that month was nearly 
229-thousand, an increase of over 24-hundred from August. Unemployment is now at 7.9 
percent, down from nearly 18 percent in January of 2014.  In 2017-18, more than 2-thousand 
Detroiters enrolled in training programs through Detroit at Work, compared to fewer than 900 a 
year ago. 
 
11/11/18 
6:07am 
Jason Scott 
Construction Workforce Expo 
Read. Set. Build.  That's the title of a special construction workforce expo meant to showcase 
skilled trades as careers, it'll take place this Wednesday at Cobo Center in Detroit.  Dannis 
Mitchell with Barton Malow says thousands of job opportunities are available. 
 
11/15/18 
11:32a 
Ron Dewey 
State Unemployment Rate Drops 
Michigan's unemployment rate dipped below the four-percent mark during the month of October 
to 3.9-percent -- the lowest in almost 20 years.  Jim Rhine, Labor Analyst for the state 
Department of Management and Budget tells WWJ the jobless rate was already been trending 
down since the beginning of the year.  Rhine says it's a reflection of the national economy along 
with stronger job figures in manufacturing, health care and the tourism service industry. 
 



11/27/18 
8:07pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Raceway Project Moves Forward 
A new development on the site of the former Hazel Park Raceway is moving forward. The state 
Strategic Fund has approved $21.4 million dollars in tax breaks for the Tri-County Commerce 
Center Redevelopment Project. Two new buildings will go up on a portion of the raceway site. 
The $85-million dollar project is expected to lead to more than 600 jobs. 
 
12/5/18 
1:34pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Minimum Wage Changes in Michigan 
Republicans in Lansing push ahead to delay minimum wage hikes and sick pay, while 
Democrats and other opponents say "not so fast."  The lame-duck legislation was approved 
along party lines, though some changes were made at Governor Snyder's request. While 
supporters are optimistic the Governor will sign the bills, labor groups are calling on Snyder to 
veto them. 
 
12/13/18 
Various 
Jeff Gilbert 
Layoffs Planned at Ford 
The new year could mean more belt tightening at local Ford plants. Local UAW leaders telling 
rank-and-file at the Ford Motor Company's Sterling Axle plant that the Van Dyke Transmission 
Plant could have as many as 280 "indefinite" layoffs come march. Some of those workers could 
move to the Sterling Heights plant. Ford says they expect no full time manufacturing job losses. 
 
12/18/18 
3:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Forum About Plant Closing 
As the word comes of new layoffs, an event happening right now at Wayne State will fight to 
save jobs at Poletown. Congresswoman elect Rashida Tlaib says GM has had a lot of handouts 
- dating back before the bailout - to when neighborhoods were torn down to build the plant that 
went on to make Cadillacs. The closure is expected to cost 15-hundred jobs. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
10/9/18 
2:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Ethnic Intimidation Charges in Dearborn Height Case 
A Dearborn Heights man has been ordered to stay away from his neighbor as he's arraigned 
today on charges of ethnic intimidation.  Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy says there's 
camera footage of 35-year-old Jason Sherman yelling racial remarks and making sexual 
gestures toward the neighbor, as well as destroying shrubs and urinating on the neighbor's 
house.  Ethnic intimidation is a felony that carries a penalty of up to two years in prison and a 
five-thousand dollar fine.  
 
 
 
 
 



10/17/18 
6:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Principal Suspended after Comments 
An assistant principal at Harrison High School who said the cheer squad looked like strippers 
during a routine has been suspended. Angela Leach has since apologized to the cheer squad 
and their parents for last month's comments about a homecoming pep rally routine she said was 
inappropriate. Parents who spoke at last night's board meeting couldn't agree whether the 
comment was racial, as most of the cheer squad members are black. Leach remains on leave 
as a human resources investigation continues. 
 
10/20/18 
6:06am 
Lauren Barthold 
It's on Us Campaign at MSU 
Starting this weekend, Michigan State University students, faculty and community partners will 
participate in the "It's On Us" Week of Action -- initiated by the Obama White House in 2014. 
The idea is to prevent, respond to and raise awareness for sexual misconduct, relationship 
violence and gender discrimination. Several events are planned -- including trauma informed 
yoga and a "teal out" -- where people wear teal-colored clothing to show support for survivors. 
 
10/27/18 
1:04pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Local Jewish Leaders React to Shooting at Synagogue 
The death toll has climbed to at least eight after a lone gunman opened fire during services at a 
synagogue in Pittsburgh. David Kurzmann is executive director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council here in Metro Detroit says hate has no place in the world.  Some Rabbis have 
asked for police patrols to be increased around their synagogues. 
 
10/29/18  
1:05pm 
Michael Cohen 
Hate Crimes Rising 
The Pittsburgh synagogue attack is part of a rising number of hate crimes against the Jewish 
community and other minorities across the country. Democratic nominee for Attorney General 
Dana Nessel says it's a growing problem in our state also.  Nessel says having armed guards at 
synagogues and other religious establishments isn't the solution -- it requires addressing the 
culture of hate that leads to these attacks. 
 
11/12/18 
12:06pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Former Lion Files Racial Discrimination Lawsuit 
Detroit Lions Hall of Famer Lem Barney and his wife are suing a local pizza chain for racial 
discrimination after being refused service.  The lawsuit filed in Detroit's federal court today says 
Lem and Jacqueline went to Happy's Pizza in Commerce Township early this month. The 
lawsuit says when they tried to order, the manager told them to go to Happy's Southfield 
location because -quote-"they would be more at home there." The restaurant manager told an 
officer that the Barneys were denied service because workers were preparing for a corporate 
catering event. 
 
 
 
 



12/6/18 
10:32am 
Vickie Thomas 
NAACP To Hold National Convention in Detroit 
The city of Detroit is preparing to welcome a major convention next year that's expected to bring 
an estimated 10-thousand visitors to the city and create an economic impact of $11 million for 
Southeastern Michigan.  It's the 110th National NAACP Convention, which will be hosted by the 
Detroit Branch of the NAACP. 
 
12/7/18 
5:33am 
Jim Matthews 
Civil Rights Complaint Against Verizon 
The Michigan Department of Civil Rights is expected to receive a complaint against a local 
Verizon Wireless store.  The complaint to be filed by the Michigan chapter of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations on behalf of a Michigan Muslim woman.  The woman says she was 
kicked out of the Verizon store in Ann Arbor after she was verbally assaulted by another 
customer about her Islamic faith.  CAIR says Verizon has ignored several complaints prompting 
a formal filing with the state Department of Civil Rights. 
 
12/25/18 
Various 
Tom Jordan 
Mitzvah Day in Metro Detroit 
Hundreds of Jews and Muslims will be working on Christmas Day so their Christian friends can 
enjoy the day with family.  This is an effort to bring two different cultures today to understand 
what others stand for and to learn more about each other.  
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
10/1/18 
5:06am 
Michael Cohen 
New Life Remodeled Project Begins Today 
About 10-thousand volunteers are expected to take part in an annual beautification effort on 
Detroit's westside today. The work will be conducted in the neighborhood surrounding Central 
Academy and High School.  Chris Lamberts is the Founder and Chief Executive of "Life 
Remodeled" the group organizing the 6-day effort which covers 300 city blocks. 
 
10/2/18 
4:53pm 
Ron Dewey 
Students Cleaning up Detroit 
Over 900 students from the University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy will help 
clean up three city landmarks today as part of the sixth annual "Pledge Detroit Project." The 
students will put the elbow grease to cleanups at Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne, Chandler Park 
and the Life Remodeled project in the Durfee neighborhood.  School officials say the student-led 
project allows them to live out the school motto, "Men for Others.” 
 



10/24/18 
5:13am 
Sandra McNeill 
Hundreds of new jobs are planned for Detroit and Ann Arbor.  
The State Strategic Fund board has approved incentives for Silicon Valley-based KLA-Tencor to 
build a research and development facility in Ann Arbor.  The company develops and 
manufactures inspection,  and data analysis systems.  The 70-million dollar investment is 
expected to create 500 new jobs.  In Detroit, Freight broker Coyote Logistics is planning to 
expand it's operations in Corktown and hire 300 more workers. 
 
11/7/18 
12:12pm 
Zahra Huber 
More Detroiters Working 
More Detroiters were employed in September than at any other time in 10 years. That's 
according to new U-S labor statistics. The number of residents working in that month was nearly 
229-thousand, an increase of over 24-hundred from August. Unemployment is now at 7.9 
percent, down from nearly 18 percent in January of 2014.  In 2017-18, more than 2-thousand 
Detroiters enrolled in training programs through Detroit at Work, compared to fewer than 900 a 
year ago. 
 
11/11/18 
6:07am 
Jason Scott 
Construction Workforce Expo 
Read. Set. Build.  That's the title of a special construction workforce expo meant to showcase 
skilled trades as careers, it'll take place this Wednesday at Cobo Center in Detroit.  Dannis 
Mitchell with Barton Malow says thousands of job opportunities are available. 
 
11/27/18 
1:33pm 
Terri Lee 
Incentives For Ford's Train Station Development 
Ford will receive more than 200-million dollars in incentives from the state for the new Corktown 
hub which includes the Central Train Station.  The Michigan Strategic Fund Board this morning 
approved a 30-year Designated Renaissance Zone valued at 209-million dollars for the project 
which is expected to create as many as five-thousand jobs with Ford and other suppliers.  The 
city of Detroit is also offering tax breaks totaling 27-million dollars. 
 
11/27/18 
8:07pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Raceway Project Moves Forward 
A new development on the site of the former Hazel Park Raceway is moving forward. The state 
Strategic Fund has approved $21.4 million dollars in tax breaks for the Tri-County Commerce 
Center Redevelopment Project. Two new buildings will go up on a portion of the raceway site. 
The $85-million dollar project is expected to lead to more than 600 jobs. 
 



12/6/18 
10:32am 
Vickie Thomas 
NAACP To Hold National Convention in Detroit 
The city of Detroit is preparing to welcome a major convention next year that's expected to bring 
an estimated 10-thousand visitors to the city and create an economic impact of $11 million for 
Southeastern Michigan.  It's the 110th National NAACP Convention, which will be hosted by the 
Detroit Branch of the NAACP. 
 
12/10/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
New Money for Detroit Neighborhoods 
A record-breaking, multi-million dollar commitment announced today to develop and improve 
several Detroit neighborhoods.  Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says seven corporations donated 
35-million dollars to help breathe new life into seven additional Strategic Neighborhood Fund 
areas in the city.   
 
12/12/18 
5:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
New Gym Opening in Detroit 
Planet Fitness helping Detroit's kids to live healthier lifestyles.  The company has partnered with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeastern Michigan to build a gym just for kids. The Lloyd H. 
Diehl club on Collingwood Avenue near I-96 and Livernois is expected to open this afternoon. 
Officials say the space will be judgement-free and filled with encouragement. 
 
12/13/18 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
Groundbreaking for new Building in Detroit 
A groundbreaking ceremony today for a mixed-use building project in downtown Detroit. 
The "Monroe Blocks" project encompasses two city blocks facing Campus Martius Park is 
owned by Bedrock, whose chairman is businessman Dan Gilbert.  The work is scheduled to be 
finished in 2022. 
 
12/18/18 
4:23pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Joe Louis Arena Demolition 
The city of Detroit will receive state money to help pay for the demolition of Joe Louis Arena.  
The Michigan Strategic Fund Board approved a 10-million dollar loan to be used for the 
demolition and future development on the site along the Detroit River. The arena has been 
vacant since Little Caesars Arena opened in 2017. A filing with the state says initial examination 
shows the potential for 150-million dollars of private investment on the site within the next five 
years.   
 
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
10/1/18 
10:32am 
Ron Dewey 
Courtesy Vans off area freeways 
MDOT's courtesy vans are off metro Detroit freeways until further notice. The contractor, 
Emergency road response pulled them off the road at midnight when their contract expired-- 
even though MDOT asked them to stay on until the end of January when the new contractor 
starts patrols. 
 
10/8/18 
3:42pm 
Sandra McNeill 
A Self-Driving Snow Plow? 
A snow plow that drives itself?  MDOT Director Kirk Steudle says the idea is not quite as far-
fetched at you might think.  Steudle says he can see a time where there will one snow plow 
traveling down the street, followed by several robotic plows.  It won't be next winter, but in some 
of our lifetimes. Steudle is the moderator of a mobility symposium at Lawrence Tech on 
Thursday. 
 
10/11/18 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Road Workers and Contractors Reach Deal 
Road construction workers in six different unions have reached a contract deal that will keep 
them on the job for the next six years.  The agreement between MITA and the Michigan 
Laborers' District Council calls for a $9.50 an hour raise over the six years as well as more 
generous overtime.  The deal does NOT involve the road engineers, who were locked out in 
September.  They will negotiate with MITA after the road construction season is done. 
 
10/22/18 
5:22am 
Pat Vitale 
Traffic Delays Due to Weather 
Commuters will need extra time and patience along I-696 eastbound this morning -- from 
Farmington Hills to Southfield.  Expect major backups with four lanes being reduced to only two 
at American Drive to Telegraph Road. The cold, soggy weekend is affecting new concrete that 
needs extra time to cure.  MDOT is also warning of backups spilling over onto I-96, M-5 and I-
275. 
 
11/12/18 
12:06pm   
Dan Jenkins 
Workers Try to Complete Road Projects 
Last-minute road work being completed all across Metro Detroit -- as winter is right around the 
corner. MDOT Spokesperson Diane Cross says there's currently work being done along I-75 in 
preparation for a bigger project next year. In Macomb County -- MDOT is aiming to have both 
directions of I-696 re-opened between I-75 and I-94 by the end of the year. 
 



11/12/18 
12:07pm 
Michael Cohen 
Voters Approve Road Construction Projects. 
The mid-term elections showed that voters strongly supported funding road repairs in their local 
communities. Denise Donohue heads up the County Road Association of Michigan and says 
several recent studies indicate over 2-billion-dollars of additional funding is necessary to 
maintain and improve road conditions across the state. 
 
11/12/18 
12:08pm 
Jason Scott 
More Work Done with Gordie Howe International Bridge. 
As hiring and site work is ongoing part of the Gordie Howe International Bridge project, officials 
continue to detail the crossing's future. Sanja Djulepa with Kasian Design says canopies, 
screening and art work from a member of Canada's First Nation are set to be discussed next 
week at the annual meeting of the Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority.  
 
11/19/18 
4:33pm 
Michael Cohen 
New Wrong-Way Warning Signs 
The Michigan Department of Transportation is installing a safety system targeting wrong-way 
drivers at the eastbound I-94 exit ramp to Sargent Road east of Jackson. Kelby Wallace is the 
Manager of MDOT's Jackson Transportation Service Center. He says if the system is successful 
it will likely be expanded to exit ramps across the state. 
 
12/11/18 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Meeting to Discuss New Road Project 
Residents in Oakland County can make their voices heard today -- during an open house 
meeting about an upcoming multi-million dollar reconstruction project along M-59. MDOT is 
investing $16.6 million dollars to perform road repairs along more than 3 miles of M-59 between 
Milford Road and Tipsico Lake Road in Highland Township. It's set to begin in the spring and 
finish up in the fall. 
 
12/17/18 
7:07am 
Dan Jenkins 
Restore the Reuther Update 
Work along I-696 from I-75 to I-94 in Macomb County might run into the New Year -- after the 
state originally aimed to have the project completed by January 1st. MDOT says unpredictable 
winter weather is keeping them from announcing an exact completion date at this time.  
Shoulder and other work may continue under lane closures once traffic is restored to normal. 
 
12/28/18   
11:03am 
Roberta Jasina 
Road Work on I-696 to be complete soon 
It's something for commuters to really celebrate next week.  It's regarding the 696 freeway. The 
Reuther freeway in Macomb County. The brand new boss at MDOT, Paul Ajegba, says the 
freeway project should be completely done by January 6th or 7th. 
 
 



WWJ COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS 
 
10/18/18 
Leaders and Innovators 
Your Next Job 
WWJ's Business Editor Murray Feldman moderates a business breakfast focused on Your Next 
Job.   Our discussion will provides employees with tips and tricks to boost their chances with 
potential employers.  Panelists included Mary Corrado, President & CEO, American Society of 
Employers, Cynthia Hutchinson, Senior Director from Automation Alley and Kelly Services VP 
Jack Van Tiem.  
 
11/30/18 

WWJ Business Breakfast 
Michigan Mobility 
WWJ Auto Beat Reporter Jeff Gilbert and Business Editor Murray Feldman host a discussion on 
how the region that put the world on wheels can stay in the forefront in a world where the very 
idea of "mobility" seems to be changing every day. Our Panel of experts included Aaron 
Jefferson from ZF Global Electronics, Soraya Kim, Chief Innovation Officer at The American 
Center for Mobility and John Kwant, Vice President, City Solutions at Ford Motor Company 
 
 
WWJ REGULARLY SCHEDULED FEATURES 
 
STAYING IN TOUCH 
 
10/6/18 
Preparations underway for the annual Armed Services Salute November 11th, veterans day in 
downtown Detroit...three events in one, including the parade down Woodward Avenue, the 4-
star 4-mile race and vets fest, a day-long celebration at Cass Park. 
 
10/13/18 
The Entrepreneurs Expo and Small Business Fair today at Oakland Mall, held in mid-October 
and mid-March, which features many handcrafted items made by handicapped and non-
handicapped people from around the state. 
 
10/20/18 
This particular Saturday is also Day of Caring for Girl Scout troops across metro Detroit, a 
thousand of them volunteering to re-pack food into family-size portions at Forgotten Harvest 
Warehouse and Farms. 
  
10/27/18 
November 1st through 14th is when Seedlings holds their annual on-line auction with proceeds 
to help put braille books in the hands of blind children. Founder and Director Deborah Bondie 
says there's a wide variety of bid items sports tickets and getaway packages to the unique and 
the one-of-a-kind. 
 
11/3/18 
Volunteers of America of Michigan's Veterans facility in Detroit has a new kitchen to serve hot 
meals for homeless veterans. The Call Sam Kitchen being made possible by the Bernstein Law 
firm.  
 
 
 
 
 



11/10/18 
Next Wednesday November 14th is Bank of America's Day of Giving. Executive Vice President 
Tiffany Douglas says the day will see 150 bank employees visiting and lending a hand at a 
variety of local non-profits that have received over a million dollars in grants from the bank the 
past year. 
 
11/17/18 
Higher Hopes, a local non-profit making complete Thanksgiving meal kits available for a fifth 
year to a thousand Detroit families enrolled in early head Start Child care programs.  
 
11/24/18 
"No Kiddie Without a Christmas!" is the battle cry of the Detroit Goodfellows Old Newsboys, 
preparing for the annual paper sale Monday morning with a $1.1 million dollar goal to provide 
gifts and programs for Detroit-area disadvantaged children and families. 
 
12/1/18 
Operation Good Cheer made possible by Child and Family Services of Michigan with a host of 
related organizations to provide gifts and holiday celebrations for Michigan's foster children. 
 
12/8/18 
Today's 6th Annual Southwest Holiday Fest between 2 and 6 celebrates the season at five 
‘Cultural Activity Center’ locations throughout southwest Detroit, featuring live music, 
entertainment, as well as traditional cuisine, vendor tables, and photos with Santa. 
 
12/15/18 
The 15th year bus drivers for Clarkston Schools stage the Stuff-A-Bus event, first for students in 
need, expanding to the rest of the community, now being made possible for Lighthouse of 
Oakland County. 
 
12/22/18 
A Thousand Christmas salutes for this area's military. That's the name of the 4th annual holiday 
celebration Sunday at The War Memorial in Grosse Pointe Farms, hosted by Justin Verlanders' 
Wins For Warriors Foundation. 
 
12/29/18 
A new opioid resource center is set to open January 2nd on Detroit's west side. The Faith Hope 
& Love Outreach Center, a non-profit organization that recently secured over a half million 
dollars in federal grant money to expand their efforts.  
 
 
YOUR EYE ON HEALTH 
 
10/1/18 
Flu shots. The best way to protect yourself from the flu. 
 
10/2/18  
Neighbors. Knowing your neighbors can be good for your health. 
 
10/3/18  
Coupons. Medication coupons could save you big bucks. 
 
10/4/18  
Concussions. There may be a simple way to reduce concussions in football. 
 
 



10/5/18  
Road to Recovery. A program to help cancer patients. 
 
10/8/18  
Flu. What's better for kids-a flu shot or the nasal spray vaccine? 
 
10/9/18  
Cancer. Diet advice when undergoing treatment for cancer. 
 
10/10/18  
Lung cancer. Good news and bad news when it comes to lung cancer in the future. 
 
10/11/18  
Teen pregnancies. The city of Detroit is working to reduce unintended teen pregnancies by 
opening a new clinic. 
 
10/12/18  
HPV vaccine. The FDA wants more people to get vaccinated. 
 
10/15/18  
Flu shots. Why pregnant women need to get vaccinated. 
 
10/16/18  
A visit to the doctor. A survey looks at why kids are afraid of going to the doctor. 
 
10/17/18  
Veterans. A clinic putting smiles on the faces of veterans. 
 
10/18/18  
Halloween. What's too scary for young kids? 
 
10/19/18  
The flu. The first pediatric death associated with the flu this season. 
 
10/22/18  
Diabetes. Why an annual eye exam is important for people with diabetes. 
 
10/23/18  
Acute Flaccid Myelitis. A rare illness continues to strike children across the country. Have there 
been any confirmed cases in Michigan? 
 
10/24/18  
Halloween safety. Tips to keep your kids safe while out trick or treating. 
 
10/25/18  
Acupuncture. Could this ancient treatment heal your body? 
 
10/26/18  
Flu. A new drug to fight the flu. 
 
10/29/18  
Halloween candy. A new campaign from the CDC wants to remind parents to keep medicine 
away from kids to avoid candy confusion. 
 
 



10/30/18  
Heart attacks. Cold weather can put you at risk for frostbite, the flu and pneumonia. It can also 
put you at risk for a heart attack. 
 
10/31/18  
Apps for kids. Many downloaded kid apps have more than just a game or educational 
information on the screen. They're filled with advertisements according to new research. 
 
11/1/18  
Cancer. When it comes to cancer what does the public think in regards to treatment and care? 
The American Society of Clinical Oncology is out with a national survey. 
 
11/2/18  
Incontinence. Many women suffer from urinary incontinence and they're suffering alone 
according to a new report from University of Michigan. 
 
11/5/18  
Loneliness. A recent ARPP study finds many people are lonely and a simple solution may be in 
your own backyard. 
 
11/6/18  
Asthma. Asthma is the most common respiratory disease in young people.  
Could eating fish help children with asthma? 
 
11/7/18  
The flu. Flu season is underway. Cases of the flu have been reported in the area. 
 
11/8/18  
Opioids. There's a new opioid pill on the market leading some in health care to be concerned. 
 
11/9/18  
Hepatitis A. The state health department recommends vaccination against Hep A. 
 
11/12/18  
Celiac disease. A new vaccine may help those with celiac disease. 
 
11/13/18  
Exercise. New exercise guidelines are out. The information was presented at a meeting of the 
American Heart Association. 
 
11/14/18  
Deer hunting. Deer gun hunting season starts Thursday. The Michigan Department of health 
has a warning for hunters. 
 
11/15/18  
Flu. The holidays are just around the corner. A reminder to get a flu shot before spending time 
with family and friends. 
 
11/16/18  
Smoking. Let today be your first step towards kicking the habit. 
 
11/19/18  
Allergies. If you've ever cleaned your baby's pacifier by sucking on it after it falls to the ground 
you might be improving your child's health. 
 



11/20/18  
Holiday music. Does hearing holiday music early...make you happy or a Scrooge? 
 
11/21/18  
Health data. Hospitals and doctor’s offices have a lot of your personal health information. And if 
your data gets leaked...you may be surprised to find out who's often behind that. 
 
11/22/18  
Medical history. It's Thanksgiving. It's also National Family History Day. 
 
11/23/18  
Eating. A simple way to keep you from overeating. 
 
11/26/18  
Diabetes. Most people find out that they have type 2 diabetes from a blood test. 
But your shoulder muscle might also offer clues. 
 
11/27/18  
Holiday shopping. It's one of the busiest seasons for shopping.  Make sure you bring home gifts 
and not germs. 
 
11/28/18  
Cold and flu season is upon us. If you're taking any medicine to relieve those symptoms, 
remember to check the labels. 
 
11/29/18  
Back pain. Eighty-percent of adults will experience back pain at some time in their lives. New 
research finds a minimally invasive procedure may offer relief. 
 
12/3/18  
OCD. New research offers some clues into the brains of people with OCD. 
 
12/4/18  
Opioids. A common dental procedure may set young people up for opioid addiction later. 
 
12/5/18  
Flu shots. It's National Influenza Vaccination Week. 
 
12/6/18  
Medicare. The Annual Enrollment Period for Medicare ends this Friday. 
 
12/7/18  
Marijuana. Second hand marijuana smoke and kids. 
 
12/10/18  
Hunger. Hunger is a daily concern for some children in Metro Detroit. Two organizations are 
hoping to change that. 
 
12/11/18  
Cookie dough. Don't eat raw cookie dough says the CDC. 
 
12/12/18  
Facial peel. A quick way to face the holidays with a glow. 
 
 



12/13/18  
Thousands of genetic tests are available if you're concerned about the risk of inheriting a 
disease like breast cancer or Alzheimer's. But there are some things to consider when ordering 
a home genetic test. 
 
12/14/18  
Heart attacks. You may have bandaids, gauze and antibiotic ointment on hand in case of an 
emergency.  You should also have chewable baby aspirin nearby. 
 
12/17/18  
Statins. Some people stop taking their cholesterol lowering medicine because of side effects. 
But think twice. Stopping the medication on your own could put you at risk for a heart attack or 
stroke. 
 
12/18/18  
Tech neck. Do you spend a lot of time on your smart phone? You may be setting yourself up for 
tech neck. 
 
12/19/18  
Holiday travel. Do you know where your baby will be sleeping if you're traveling over the 
holidays? 
 
12/20/18  
Heart attacks. Tis the season for a heart attack. 
 
12/21/18  
Memory loss is "not" a normal part of aging. If you think you're experiencing memory loss 
nicotine may help. 
 
12/24/18  
Food trends. As 2018 winds down, what can we expect when it comes to eating in the new year. 
 
12/25/18  
Holiday conflict. Stay away from certain topics for a peaceful holiday gathering. 
 
12/26/18  
Virtual care. See your doctor without leaving the comfort of your home. 
 
12/27/18  
Mindfulness. Consider taking a course in mindfulness to help relieve stress. 
 
12/28/18  
Resolutions. Why you might want to start your new year's resolutions now. 
 
 
MADE IN MICHIGAN 
 
10/3/18 
Germack Coffee- longtime Detroit nut company branches out into roasting and selling small 
batch coffees. 
 
10/10/18 
Michigan Transit Museum. --Depot where Thomas Edison used to sell newspapers offers 
exhibits and runs special train rides for Halloween and Christmas. 
 



10/17/18 
Srodek’s - Longtime Hamtramck business started by a Polish immigrant couple is still going 
strong, selling sausage and pierogis.   
 
10/24/18 
Lifeline Fire Hose- Lifeline designs and sells a new fire hose that delivers oxygen for firefighters 
along with the water. 
 
11/7/18 
Flint Fit- Designers complete first phase, designing prototypes for high-end fashion made out of 
discarded water bottles from Flint. 
 
11/14/18 
A History Lover’s Guide to Detroit- Karen Risko writes a book with the stories and history she 
shares on her popular tours at City Tour Detroit. 
 
11/21/18 
I Give A Damn Detroit- Former flight attendant sells bracelets honoring the late Queen of Soul 
Aretha Franklin and Detroit's Thanksgiving day parade, among her offerings dedicated to 
honoring local cities and landmarks. 
 
11/28/18 
Boone’s Granite Gifts- Petersburg, Michigan native makes coasters out granite that retain heat 
and cold, keeping drinks at the preferred temperatures. 
 
12/5/18 
From Michigan With Love- Website features popular Michigan gifts for the holiday season, like 
gift baskets from Heart of Michigan in Howell. 
 
12/12/18 
Detroit School Jerseys- 1979 Detroit Mumford High grad makes and sells replica football jerseys 
from Detroit's public and Catholic Schools as he prepares to roll out a traveling museum 
dedicated to the old days. 
 
12/19/18 
Nibbles and Nuts- Business has been in Farmington Hills for 40 years, putting together gift 
baskets filled with treats for private and corporate parties. 
 
12/26/18 
Treat Dreams- Bakery chain features three locations in metro Detroit offering hand-made from 
scratch cakes and petit fours, as well as gluten free offerings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


