
Date:  January 10, 2021 
 
WFNP-FM Programs and Issues, 4th Quarter 2020 
 
NOTICE CONCERNING COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMMING 
 
The Federal Communications Commission requires non commercial radio stations to report, on 
a quarterly basis, the programming it has aired to address the needs and issues confronting the 
community it is licensed to serve. 
 
The attached document lists and describes the programming aired during the fourth quarter of 
2020.  WFNP-FM may transmit it’s programming, in compliance with its time share contract 
with WRHV, only during the months of February, March, April, September, October and 
November.  Accordingly, the attached document lists Community Service Programming for the 
months of October and November, the only months in the year’s fourth quarter during which 
WFNP operates. 
 
WFNP broadcasts Public Service Announcements regularly three to six or more times each hour 
on a daily basis.  A list of the public service announcements can be found on pages 2-3 of this 
document. 
 
WFNP regularly broadcasts the Nightly News, a half-hour live news program, weeknights at 
7:00pm.  The programs cover news features of local and regional relevance as well as 
international and national news topics.  A list of the local news coverage can be found on pages 
3 through 15 of this document. 
 
WFNP broadcasts 30 minute talk shows, weeknights at 7:30pm. A list of community based talk 
show topics can be found on page 16 of this document. 
 
Queries or correspondence may be addressed to the Chief Operator/Director of the Center for 
Student Media: 
 
Valerie Tremblay     
Chief Operator     
Student Union Building 309    
SUNY New Paltz     
1 Hawk Drive      
New Paltz, NY 12561     
845.257.2350   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WFNP Public Service Announcements:  October and November 2020 
 

Title	

Angry Robot 	

Autism NEW (30)	

Backyard	

Be Safe RX	

Bobcat in the Cave	

Brad Buzzed (30)	

Buzzed Driving (30)	

CarSeat Safety (30)	

Danceathon	

Danica (30)	

Did You Know	

Disaster Karen (30)	

Donate Blood COVID	

Emergency Prepare (30)	

Foodie	

Forest (30)	

Forest Animals	

GooGoo (30)	

Hands Symphony	

Homework	

If Skins Could Talk	

Larry Smarter	

Live United	

Monster	

More Than Pink	

Pirate	

Rattlesnake at the Pond	



Sounds of the Forest	

Tea Pot	

Villain	

Youth Volunteering	

Readiness	

Plasma Donation	

Covid Travel	

Prevent Covid	

Covid Travel Return	

Everyday Prevention	

Disinfect	
 
 
 
WFNP Nightly News:  October 2020 
 
All stories reported by Daniel Perez and Amayah Spence unless noted otherwise, and news 
coverage is aired from 7-7:30PM each weeknight.  
 
October 1, 2020 

• Denizen Theatre in New Paltz will be reopening its doors this October for to put 
on the play True Love Will Find You in the End. It will run from October 8 to 18 
with small audiences of up to 8 people.  

• Hudson Valley’s free Sunset Flix outdoor film series will continue on. This 
weekend is “rom com” weekend. The event will be at the historic Hasbrouck 
House in Stone Ridge  

• As the deadline approaches to submit the census, leaders in New Paltz are urging 
citizens to fill theirs out and reminding them of all the benefits census 
participation has to offer. New Paltz’s population has continuously been 
undercounted in data due to low census participation. 

• 550 SUNY New Paltz students voted for who would represent them in the 
Student Association Executive Board and the results are in. Two new positions 
have been approved. Haley Hershenson is student body president.  

October 2, 2020 
• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan has expressed concern that actions by 

Westchester Medical Center could cause a prolonged reduction in local mental-
health treatment capacity. Many representatives are urging the center to change 
this or at least pledge to do so soon. 



• The Food Bank of the Hudson Valley is on track to serve families in need 25 
million pounds of food this year, according to director Paul Stermer. This is up 
tremendously from the 8,000 tons served to families in 2019.  

• SUNY Chancellor Jim Malatras has implemented a new emergency directive that 
will strengthen penalties for violations of COVID-19 safety protocols. Students who 
don’t comply with safety protocols could now face immediate academic and 
housing suspension, and possibly expulsion. 

  
• Spring break has been cancelled for the spring 2021 semester to reduce the 

health risks of potential travel. The five days off will be redistributed throughout 
the spring semester as “Mind, Body and Spirit Days,” to give students a break 
throughout the semester.  

 
October 5, 2020 

• State senator Jennifer Metzger is running for re-election to 42nd State Senatorial 
District on the Democratic, Working Families and SAM (Serve America 
Movement) party lines. Michael Robert Martucci, who opposes her, will appear 
on the Republican, Conservative and Independence party lines. 

• The Open Space Institute -- in coordination with research scientist and Cub Scout 
representative Christopher Nadareski -- released four rehabilitated peregrine 
falcons. The release happened in the River-to-Ridge trail last summer.  

• SUNY New Paltz’s women’s volleyball coach Matt Giufre was appointed Head of 
Hawks Athletics as interim athletic director on August 1. Giufre was the 
winningest coach in the College’s women’s volleyball history. 

• On October 8 there will be an online event about LGBTQ+ Rights under the New 
York State Human Rights Law. The event will provide an overview of the New 
York State’s Human Rights Law and discusses the passage of the Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA). 

 
October 6, 2020 

• Newly installed bicycle infrastructure has been installed at the Kingston Plaza. 
The bike racks are being developed by Ulster County and will be completed in 
late 2020 or early 2021. 

• All in-person classes at SUNY Cortland will be suspended for at least two weeks 
after the number of COVID-19 cases exceeded 100, said SUNY Chancellor Jim 
Malatras. All non-essential services will be suspended for at least two weeks.  

• SUNY New Paltz faculty members have published “Suffrage and Its Limits: The 
New York Story.” The collection of essays is about the legacy of women’s 
suffrage in New York and published on the 100th anniversary of the passage of 
the 19th Amendment. 

• There will be several upcoming LGBTQ+ centered events this week and beyond, 
starting with the virtual panel and discussion entitled “The Ins and Outs of 
Coming Out” on Thursday October 8th. 

 
 
 



October 7, 2020 
• Ulster County has reported a spike in COVID-19 cases. There are 152 active 

cases, a number that hasn’t been seen since August 11.  
• The city of Kingston will be paving Boulevard Route 32 between the city line and 

Greenkill Ave. Drivers should expect traffic until it’s complete on October 16. 
• SUNY New Paltz’s Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art has acquired three new pieces 

from local artists for its permanent collection. Each of the artworks is fiber art, a 
form the museum is strengthening its focus on. 

• Student Health Services and the Office of Human Resources, Diversity & 
Inclusion will be contacted regarding who on campus has tested positive for 
COVID-19 so that they can support them in their absences. The College will 
announce the number of positive cases that impact the on-campus community. 

 
October 8, 2020 

• Based on the budget put forward by Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan on 
Thursday morning, residents will see no change to their tax bills. Instead, the 
sheriff's department was cut by $1.23 million, due to the under-capacity county 
jail. 

• The deadline to register to vote is tomorrow. There are many ways to register to 
vote listed on the Ulster County Board of Elections website.  

• In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the Athletic Wellness Center (AWC) 
is encouraging members of the New Paltz community to submit a video of 
themselves doing a trick shot in a pink shirt to the AWC director to raise 
awareness of the cancer. 

• Oct. 15 will be the virtual Budget and Budget Forum which president Donald P. 
Christian has encouraged campus members to attend. School finance leaders will 
answer questions about the school’s current budget.  

 
October 9, 2020 

•  The first Kingston resident to die in the Vietnam War, Sergeant Charles W. Johnson, will 
be honored with a dedication of part of the rail-trail to his name. Alderman Tony Davis 
described this as a “long time coming.”  

• The Village of Saugerties has received a boil water advisory which is anticipated to last 
for about five days. Until it is lifted, only bottled or boiled water should be used to drink, 
brush teeth, make ice, make food or wash dishes.  

• A Black student at SUNY New Paltz was the target of a racial verbal assault while walking 
through the village on Sept. 21 in the early afternoon. Two white males yelled a racial 
slur out of the vehicle window at her and another car followed mouthing the racial slur. 

• If there is a high volume of people taking pool testing, there is a chance that if one 
person in the pool tests positive, everyone in the pool will have to quarantine for up to 
24 hours until it is determined who in the pool had tested positive.  

 
October 12, 2020 

• During the pandemic, childhood  friends  Kevin  Terkelson  and  Sergio  Raymundo 
opened a coffee shop in the Village of New Paltz called the Village Grind.  

 



• The Open Space Institute, in coordination with research scientist and Cub Scout 
representative Christopher Nadareski, recently released four rehabilitated peregrine 
falcons on OSI’s River-to-Ridge Trail in New Paltz.  

• SUNY New Paltz’s Institute for Disaster Mental Health is more in demand than ever 
these days, say those who’ve worked with IDMH. It's  helping governments, individuals 
and organizations deal with some of the world’s most difficult dilemmas. 

• SUNY New Paltz’s women’s volleyball coach Matt Giufre was appointed Head of Hawks 
Athletics as interim athletic director on August 1. Giufre was the winningest coach in the 
College’s women’s volleyball history. 

 
October 13, 2020 

• Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s made an executive order to review police practices and the ways 
they contribute to systemic racism. In response, New Paltz residents will get an 
opportunity to talk to members of the police reform and reinvention collaborative. 

• SUNY New Paltz ranked No. 9 for top public schools in the north region in the 2021 U.S. 
News & World Report (USNWP) rankings. 

• A staff member at Duzine Elementary School in New Paltz has tested positive for COVID-
19, just over two weeks before the district plans to re-open its elementary schools.  

• Marist College is on "pause" due to a rise in COVID-19 cases among students. Mount St. 
Mary College in Newburgh is also shifting to online-only instruction for two weeks for 
the same reason. 

 
October 14, 2020 

• The Town of Saugerties’ “boil water” advisory has been lifted. Testing for bacteria in the 
water has returned negative for the past two weeks, deeming the tap water safe for 
use. 

• The Open Space Institute, in coordination with research scientist and Cub Scout 
representative Christopher Nadareski, recently released four rehabilitated peregrine 
falcons on OSI’s River-to-Ridge Trail in New Paltz.  

• The Denizen Theatre  is reopening its doors this October for the world premiere of “True 
Love Will Find You in the End” by Tony-nominated Broadway playwright, Neil LaBute. 
The play will run from Oct. 8 to 18 with a small, socially distanced audience. 

• An additional off-campus student has tested positive for COVID-19. A total of 17 
students have tested positive since the start of the fall 2020 semester.  

 
October 15, 2020 

• In New York State, early voting runs for nine days, from October 24 to November 1. 
Ulster County will hold host voting at five polling places.  

• The Village of New Paltz will be hosting a Halloween Grab & Go events that trick or 
treaters can celebrate Halloween in a safe and socially distanced way. 

• The College’s Office of Student Affairs proposed creating the First Amendment Support 
Team (FAST) on Aug. 28 which would monitor protests on campus that might cause 
“imminent danger.” After investigation, it was suspended and deemed a tool of white 
supremacy.  

• Beginning today, any SUNY New Paltz student or employee who is not experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19 can walk-in for voluntary pool testing on campus. 



 
October 16, 2020 

• Kingston’s Common Council voted to support adding a green amendment to the New 
York State Constitution.  

• Ulster County libraries are offering free access to Tutor.com, which provides on-demand 
tutoring in a virtual meeting with a vetted professional tutor.  

• Temperance Tantrum, a collective of local queer artists, sells art to fundraise money for 
Black queer people in need of support. The collective aims to uplift the efforts of Black 
activists by lending financial support and sharing their stories. 

• The Department of Theatre Arts at SUNY New Paltz is continuing its 2020-21 production 
season with virtual, live-streamed readings of “Between Here and the City of Mexico.” 
Opening night is tomorrow. 

 
October 19, 2020 

• In  the  41st  Senate  district in Dutchess County,  Democrat  Karen  Smythe  of  Red 
Hook  is  racing  against  Republican  incumbent  Sue  Serino  of 
Hyde  Park  for  State  Senator.   

• The town and village governments have been attempting for at least 20 years to find 
funding for 20% of the cost of the bike/pedestrian pathway slated for Henry W. Dubois 
Drive in New Paltz. Some residents disapprove of the pathway, saying it will cause more 
traffic. 

• The Sojourner Truth Library invites all students, faculty and staff to get involved with the 
global effort to make scholarship and other information more accessible during 
International Open Access Week, Oct. 19-25. 

• The  College  has  learned  that  two  employees  have  tested positive  for  COVID - 
19.  Both  were  tested  at  off - campus  facilities. 

 
October 20, 2020 

• New Paltz police officer Robert Sisco will not lose his job on account of the controversial 
rap video he posted on social media. He will be on probation for four years, during 
which time he can be summarily fired for any repeat offenses. 

• Ulster County is now eligible to receive rapid testing machines and test kits which can 
deliver results in 15 minutes or less. 

• The presidents of the State University of New York Athletic Conference have made the 
difficult decision to cancel winter sports. The decision about spring sports will be made 
at a later date.  

• The Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art is presenting a slice of the Hudson Valley’s own 
brand of contemporary folk art with their exhibit, “New Folk.” The exhibit was curated 
by Anna Conlan, the curator and exhibitions manager of the Dorsky. 

 
October 21, 2020 

• Six level 3 sex offenders were placed in the EconoLodge Motel in New Paltz last week. 
After much public outrage, New Paltz officials are investigating ways to prevent the 
number of sex offenders from increasing. 

 



• New Paltz High School seniors Eliza Behrke, Andrew Geher and Ryan Hovey will perform 
in the New York State School Music Association All-State Performing ensembles.  

• The Kingston Wire is a new digital publication aiming to strictly cover the city of 
Kingston. It was launched just a month ago with support from the Shawangunk Journal 
and other sources.  

• Campus leaders will host a roundtable discussion about work-life balance issues during 
the COVID-19 pandemic on Monday via Zoom. 

 
October 22, 2020 

• On Tuesday, the Ulster County Legislature passed a resolution (21-1) appointing Ruth 
Boyer as the county’s public defender.  

• New Paltz native Rhett Weires will be running for his first term as an elected judge this 
November on the Democratic ticket. 

• COVID Alert NY is a new app that will work as a contact tracing tool for New Yorkers. It 
will notify users if they recently spent more than 10 minutes within six feet of someone 
who tested positive. 

• The General Education Board invites faculty to the fall GE forum on Wednesday via 
Zoom. The meeting is a chance for faculty to participate in the ongoing implementation 
of the new GE assessment model.  

 
October 23, 2020 

• Both Claudia Andreassen and Stan O’Dell are both running to be one of two Saugerties 
town justices. Andreassen is the incumbent; both candidates are registered Democrats.  

• SUNY New Paltz has released an updated bias reporting form, meant to  “streamline” 
and simplify the process for both students and employees to report incidents of 
discrimination. 

• The Radio Kingston program Harambee (hosted by Jessieca McNabb) is presenting a 
series honoring Ben Wigfall, renowned Hudson Valley artist, one of the first African 
American Professors at SUNY New Paltz and a Yale MFA graduate. 

 
October 26, 2020 

• Students in the New Paltz School District did  not  return  to  school  today  as  had  been 
planned due to an updated mandate they are not yet in accordance with.  

• The Wurts Street Bridge, recently closed for maintenance and inspection by the 
Department of Transportation, will be renovated and restored by the state for vehicular 
traffic.  

• The New Paltz Fire Department is building a newer, larger and more energy efficient 
firehouse. Previously, there were two separate firehouses but now they will be 
combined into one large one -- a plan that was discussed for 30 years. 

• Early voting has begun. 
Students  who  live  on  campus  and  are  registered  to  vote  in  New  Paltz  can  vote  in
  the  Student Union  Building’s  Multipurpose  Room  on  election  day.   

 
October 27 

• A week ago, Ruth Boyer was appointed Ulster County’s public defender. The Legislature 
passed a resolution to do so (21-1) 



 
• The annual Woodstock FIlm Festival was redesigned this year in a hybrid (partly digital), 

virtual-friendly format with physical distancing to ensure safety. 
• SUNY New Paltz’s recent announcement that spring break will be replaced by five 

individual “Mind, Body and Spirit Days” over the course of the next semester was met 
with disapproval from students. 

• SUNY Chancellor Jim Malatras announced a new SUNY-wide policy today mandating all 
students using on-campus facilities -- in any capacity -- test negative for COVID-19 within 
10 days before leaving campus for winter break.  

 
October 28 

• Current SUNY New Paltz freshman Jennifer Poroye, who is 18, was featured in a New 
York Times article last week that described her as one of the best young musicians in the 
new generation of cabaret showstoppers.  

• The Department of Music at SUNY New Paltz has launched an online video series, Listen 
Forward, that showcases a variety of music making taking place in New Paltz. 

• Jaguar Mary X, a Kingston-based artist, hosts the tri-weekly radio show Midnight 
Medicine Journey on Radio Kingston. The show features music and discussion about 
spirituality, science fiction and transformative justice. 

• All SUNY New Paltz students are invited to a virtual Town Hall forum on Thursday via 
Zoom and YouTube Live. The meeting will be a Fall Semester Check-In. 
 

October 29 
• Two new “community fridges” were set up in Kingston last month following an online 

fundraiser. Any member of the community can pick up or donate food daily, without an 
appointment. 

• The Woodstock Town Board has approved testing of soil and water for contamination. 
The move has legal challenges and the soil may have been dumped illegally.  

• SUNY Chancellor Jim Malatras has announced stricter protocols and penalties for failing 
to comply with COVID-19 safety regulations and reckless behavior. 

• Those who would like to vote early can go to any of the five in-person voting stations in 
Ulster County during the nine-day period between Oct. 24 and Nov. 1.  

 
October 30 

• A student at J.W. Bailey Middle School in Kingston was classified as “designated 
positive” for COVID-19, meaning the student has symptoms of COVID -19 but has not 
yet received test results. 

• The New Paltz Police Department detective division has been investigating a series of 
burglaries in New Paltz where someone has been stealing copper piping. A suspect has 
been arrested. 

• As part of the “Great Give Back” throughout New York State on Oct. 17, Elting Library is 
donating to local charity Family of New Paltz. 

• New York’s 19th Congressional District (from Poughkeepsie to Oneonta) is one of the 
few congressional districts in the nation insufficiently gerrymandered to ensure victory 
to one of the two major political parties. 

 



WFNP Nightly News:  November 2020 
  
All stories reported by Daniel Perez and Amayah Spence unless noted otherwise, and news 
coverage is aired from 7-7:30PM each weeknight. 
 
November 2, 2020 

• Over 1000 Trump followers went to a rally in Saugerties yesterday, which contained 
promises of a reelection alongside House and Senate Republican majorities. Counter-
demonstrators were found a few blocks away, holding signs saying “Dump Trump” 
amongst others. 

• The deadline to apply for in person voting is today. Make sure to fill out your ballots 
properly, as ballots have been thrown out for seemingly small mistakes. 

• New Paltz’s annual Black Solidarity Day is today, inviting people of African American and 
African descent and supporters to abstain from regular activities. During  the 
week  of  November  the Second ,faculty  across  all  disciplines  are encouraged 
to  considerincorporating  materials  or  discussions  that  explore  African  American  an
d  African  contributions.   

 
November 3, 2020 

• Local gastropub Garvan’s is helping collect funds for the Family of New Paltz food bank, 
and plans to match the amount raised. So far they have raised a total of $343, which 
brings the total, when doubled, to $686 

• Yesterday at 2:50 am, New Paltz Police were alerted of a break-in at Imperial Jewelers, 
although the suspects managed to escape shortly after they arrived on the scene. The 
investigation is being handled by the New Paltz Police Department detective division 

• There’s still an hour and a half left to get to the polls. On-campus residents registered to 
vote will vote in the Student Union Building’s Multipurpose Room on Election Day.  

• New Paltz is holding its next installment of town hall dialogues on Thursday, Nov 12. 
“Dismantling Racism: Checking in Post-Election” is designed as an opportunity for 
students, faculty, staff and alumni to share thoughts and ideas about the world and how 
we experience it in the days following the 2020 presidential election, as well as the 
college’s work toward creating an anti-racism institution. 

 
November 4, 2020 

• Rhinebeck congressman Antonio Delgado won the reelection by 11,000 votes. Other 
winners of the elections happening during this time include senators Mike Martucci, 
Rich Amedure, assembly member Kevin Cahill, and Saugerties Town Justice Claudia 
Andreassen 

• 72 percent of ballots cast voted in favor of the Community Preservation Fund. This fund 
aims to protect and preserve “water quality, working farms, wildlife habitat and natural 
areas.” 

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan and District Attorney David Clegg announced an 
expansion to the Ulster County Restorative Justice Program on Oct. 8. This program is an 
alternative response to crime or error in judgement for people responsible for 
nonviolent crimes in order to find “alternate paths to make amends”. 



• Before there was a national holiday day dedicated to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., a month-long celebration of Black History, or national movement toward 
acknowledgement of Juneteenth Day there was a Black Solidarity Day. The 51st Black 
Solidarity Day was on Monday but discourse and action regarding the significance of the 
day should last all week long.  

 
November 5, 2020 

• The Ulster County Housing Development Corporation released preliminary designs for 
“a new neighborhood of mixed-income, intergenerational and workforce housing” on 
the site of the former Golden Hill county jail in Kingston.Philadelphia-based developer 
Pennrose was signed on as the developer of the project, which aims to provide 
supportive services to the residents of Golden Hill. 

• The Saugerties Police Reform and Reinvention Committee launched a public outreach 
campaign to let community members share their experiences with local law 
enforcement, particularly concerning racial bias and unequal policing. This is aimed to 
help improve police services. 

• SUNY New Paltz performed well on two major recent rankings of the most 
environmentally responsible colleges and universities, continuing a string of accolades 
recognizing sustainability efforts in and out of the classroom.The College received high 
marks on both the Princeton Review’s Guide to Green Colleges and Sierra Magazine’s 
Cool Schools rankings this fall, lists that allow people interested in eco-friendly practices 
around institutions 

 
November 6, 2020 

• Eliza Edge, a Woodstock native now living in Kingston, has come up with an alternative 
suited to our waste-conscious times. She is one of the first students to demand a 
concentration in circular economy be made at Bard College. 

• Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ‘pink tax’ ban went into effect on Sept. 30, requiring providers to 
provide price lists for standard services upon request and notifies them that gender-
based price discrimination is prohibited under State law. 

• Volunteers are needed for the Environmental Alliance’s first campus cleanup on 
Sunday.  

 
November 9, 2020 

• Eliza Edge and Stephanie Erwin, graduates from Bard College, form a business called 
Cahoots which focuses on renting clothing for children on a subscription based model. 

• The phase-in of the New Paltz Schools District’s in-person reopening will begin next 
Thursday, November 12. There will be meetings over Zoom over the course of the week 
for parents to voice concerns and raise questions about in-person learning. 

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan and District Attorney David Clegg announced an 
expansion to the Ulster County Restorative Justice Program on Oct. 8. This program is an 
alternative response to crime or error in judgement for people responsible for 
nonviolent crimes in order to find “alternate paths to make amends”. 



• SUNY New Paltz Admissions recently announced they were expanding the S/U grading 
options for the Fall 2020 semester.This expansion allows for two more S/U grades in 
addition to the S/U grades students already have under the regular policy. 

 
November 10, 2020 

• The only known New Paltz resident to have died in combat during the Vietnam War was 
honored at a special ceremony hosted by the office of New York State Assemblyman 
Kevin Cahill. Corporal Henry “Hank” Schulte served as infantryman in the U.S. Army, 
earning a Silver Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart among other honors. He died at 20 
years old after serving less than three months in the war.  

• On November 14th, New Paltz Cub Scout Pack will be collecting non-perishable foods for 
the St. Joseph's Families of New Paltz Food Pantry. 

• SUNY New Paltz will hold the next installment in its series of town hall dialogues on race 
and racism on Thursday, Nov. 12, beginning at 4:45 p.m 

 
November 11, 2020 

• New Paltz town officials are set to hold a hearing on a law to limit the living spaces of 
sex offenders to local hotels and motels.They must also disclose their situation to 
potential landlords.     

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan urges residents to help prevent the rise of a second 
wave of Covid-19 cases as the number slowly begins to rise. 

• SUNY New Paltz plans on making changes due to the loss of finances based on lower 
enrollment this semester. One such change includes the acceptance of first-year 
students during the spring semester for the first time in years. 

• SUNY New Paltz sent out an email yesterday outlining the steps necessary to create an 
anti-racist community. This includes a new bias response and support network for 
people to report experiences of racism and bias. 

 
November 12, 2020 

• Two restaurants in the Woodstock area, Dixon Roadside and Silvia, are closing this week 
due to a number of confirmed Covid-19 cases. Dixon Roadside plans to reopen 
November 19th after letting the restaurant be professionally cleaned and allowing staff 
to properly test and quarantine. 

• The Wurts Street Bridge is currently closed for maintenance and inspection by the DOT. 
The bridge will also be renovated and restored by the state for vehicular traffic. 

• SUNY New Paltz students were notified via email between Oct. 10th and Nov. 2nd that a 
total of seven registered sex offenders were currently being housed by the Econo Lodge 
Motel in New Paltz. Services are currently being offered  to walk students home 
between the hours of 9 p.m. and 3 a.m. 

• SUNY New Paltz’s Department of Theatre Arts will be presenting a live-streamed reading 
of WIlliam Shakespeare’s Cymbeline this Saturday and Sunday. The event will be live 
stream only for the show’s two night run.  

 
 
 



November 13, 2020 
• Governor Andrew Cuomo today announced cashless tolling will go live on the New York 

State Thruway’s ticketed system during the overnight hours of Friday, November 13 into 
Saturday, November 14. The conversion will take place simultaneously at 58 tolling 
locations across the Thruway’s 450-mile ticketed system.    

• The town of Saugerties recently held a public hearing over their budget for 2021. The 
budget for 2021 totals $13.3 million, while village residents pay for some services, such 
as street maintenance, through separate village taxes. 

• SUNY New Paltz has recently learned that two additional employees tested positive for 
Covid-19. This currently brings the total number of cases around the campus to 30, with 
26 students and 4 employees testing positive over the semester. 

 
November 16, 2020 

• The Hudson Valley Research Laboratory donated 47,000 lbs of apples and pears to The 
Food Bank of the Hudson Valley and Ulster Corps. The donation reportedly helped 
around 40,000 people in need of food assistance in the greater Hudson Valley 
region.        

• Local Woodstock restaurant Silivia reopened on Nov. 13th after closing on Nov. 8th after 
reports of positive Covid-19 cases. The other restaurant that closed around the same 
time, Dixon Roadside, still plans on reopening Nov.19th. 

• Shataya McComb forms the Point God Academy in hopes to give back to her hometown 
of Kingston. 

• SUNY New Paltz plans to host a series of virtual meet-ups during Graduate Open House 
Week in order for people to learn more about the graduate programs available on 
campus. 

 
November 17, 2020 

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan today announced the county has four rapid testing 
machines that can return results for Covid-19 tests in under 30 minutes. These machines 
will be installed on busses and sent out to potentially high-risk locations in order to 
screen out positive cases.     

• The Saugerties Area Council of Churches aims to help out poor families by providing 
donated money for Christmas presents this holiday. This will come in the form of gift 
certificates which will be given to families in case there comes another lockdown order. 

• SUNY New Paltz’s Center for International Programs is offering alternative options to try 
and replace the current cancellation of study abroad programs. Such offers include 
earning business credits for a virtual internship in Milan, Italy; a virtual service learning 
program in Guatemala; and a hybrid program in Seville, Spain. 

• SUNY New Paltz is having several upcoming events, including an online lunch and 
presentation surrounding education on domestic violence and a Suicide Prevention 
Symposium hosted by NYSCHA. 

 
 
 
 



November 18, 2020 
• The Center for Creative Education announced Nov. 14th that it would be closing the 

next day after a student and staff member both tested positive for Covid-19. In the 
meantime, virtual classes will be held while students and staff quarantine   

• New York Attorney General Letitia James today announced that three Amazon sellers 
will refund customers who were charged exorbitant prices for hand sanitizer earlier this 
year. The sellers will also pay more than $52,000 in penalties. 

• New Paltz Police Officer Robert Sisco has been reinstated after being suspended for 
uploading a video of himself rapping, with lyrics including transphobic remarks, and 
xenophobic references to COVID-19. 

• SUNY Chancellor Jim Malatras recently said that all SUNY campuses will begin in-person 
instruction for spring semester 2021 on Monday, Feb. 1, and that coursework that 
begins before that date shall be remote. 

 
November 19, 2020 

• Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that all 64 SUNY schools will be going strictly 
remote after Thanksgiving break last month. Public schools are left to assess the 
effectiveness of their hybrid model in determining the decision to return to remote 
learning. 

• Kingston Mayor Steve Noble announced a new program that will deliver $150,000 to 
those having trouble paying rent because of Covid-19 related issues. 

• New Paltz Student Dan Nicosia and his band Zero Views released their first album 
shortly after forming during the initial stages of the pandemic. 

• New Paltz senior Carlos Cuellar asks for donations to help those in his home country of 
Honduras after Hurricane Iota. 

 
November 20, 2020 

• A number of speakers at the November 10th meeting of the Common Council spoke 
about the dangers at the intersection of Wilbur and Greenkill avenues. This discussion 
comes shortly after a bicyclist was hit by a school bus. 

• Third-year theatre arts major Dom Torrez started a petition on behalf of the New Paltz 
Grove Collective which lists “actions that would be conducive to creating a better 
learning environment”. 

• Various Master of Fine Arts degree program students at SUNY New Paltz are displaying a 
new exhibit called “Fragments of a New Reality”. The exhibit tries to recall life pre-
pandemic. 

 
November 23, 2020 

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan met with SUNY New Paltz President Donald P. 
Christian during the final days of SUNY mandatory exit testing to review the testing 
results to date and the monitoring procedures for those who are positive and isolating 
at school or at home.      

• Kingston Mayor Steve Noble announced a new program that will deliver $150,000 to 
those having trouble paying rent because of Covid-19 related issues. 



• 15 additional SUNY New Paltz Students have tested positive for Covid-19, bringing the 
total number of positive cases on campus to 52, with 46 being students and 6 being 
faculty. 

 
November 24, 2020 

• New Paltz Student Dan Nicosia and his band Zero Views released their first album 
shortly after forming during the initial stages of the pandemic.      

• The office of student affairs proposed the creation of the First Amendment Support 
Team (FAST) on Aug. 28 in a letter titled “Responding to Campus Protests,” which would 
consist of a group of students, faculty and staff who would call on University Police 
Officers or the Vice President for Student Affairs Office staff if a protest on campus was 
causing “imminent danger.” 

• Matt Giufre replaced Stuart Robison as the new interim athletic director shortly after 
Robison stepped down to become the assistant vice president and  athletic director of 
NYU. 

 
November 25, 2020 

• Several New York Democratic leaders are pointing the blame at New York Mayor Bill de 
Blasio as the reason they were facing the potential loss of one or more congressional 
seats.  

 
November 26, 2020 

• Plans to open new jails as a way of replacing Rikers Island are in effect despite a judge’s 
ruling to bar construction. 

 
November 27, 2020      

• No local stories were reported this night 
 
November 30, 2020  

• Some New Paltz students and their friends across the country came together virtually 
towards the beginning of quarantine to create the band Zero Views.  

• The College’s Office of Student Affairs proposed creating the First Amendment Support 
Team (FAST) on Aug. 28 which would monitor protests on campus that might cause 
“imminent danger.” After investigation, it was suspended and deemed a tool of white 
supremacy.  

• Matt Giufre replaced Stuart Robison as the new interim athletic director shortly after 
Robison stepped down to become the assistant vice president and athletic director of 
NYU. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WFNP Talk Shows:  October 2020 
 
Host:  Eric Wood 
Show Name:  The NYPIRG Radio Hour 
Show Time:  7:30-8:00pm 
10/6: Interview with Democratic and Republican candidates for NY Senate 42 
10/13: Getting out the youth vote with NYPIRG Ethan Gormley 
10/20: Interviews with Libertrian and Green Party candidates for NY Congressional DIstrict 19 
10/27: Interviews with Candidates for NY Assembly 103 and Congressman Delgado 
11/03: Interviews with students on their voting plans/experiences 
11/10: Public Transit and Stock Transfer Tax 
11/17: Danskammer Powerplant and fossil fuel emissions  
11/24: Election reform and homelessness 
 
Host:  Connor MacPhail 
Show Name:  Hawk Tawk 
Show Time:  7:30-8:00pm 
10/2: Men’s Soccer Kevin Doorly 
10/16:  Women’s Basketball Team Cassidy Deaver & Graci Serravillo 
10/30:  Men’s Basketball Jackson Verticci 
11/6:  SUNYAC, New Paltz SAAC, Women’s Soccer Kristin Lasker 
11/28:  NP Alumni Spotlight Swimmer Michelle Coombs 
 
Host:  Taevon Allen 
Show Name:  The Culture Report 
Show Time:  10pm-12am 
10/6:  White privilege vs. privilege, social stratification, wealth vs. class 
10/13:  Athletes and activism, how are athletes using their platforms, developing friendships in 
college 
10/20:  LGBT history month, diversity and inclusion, tv shows and inclusion 
10/27:  Voter suppression, swing states and their importance, native religions and cultures 
 
Host:  Payton Ellison, Adam Koplik, Zak Tokash 
Show Name:  Sports Corner 
Show Time:  7:30-8pm 
10/29:  MLB World Series 
11/5:  NHL Free agency 
11/12:   Trade request, NFL/CFB COVID 
11/19:  NBA draft 
11/26:  final picks, what’s in store to happen in the sports world before break 
 
 
 
 
 
 


