
Date:  October 10, 2020 
 
WFNP-FM Programs and Issues, 3rd Quarter 2020 
 
NOTICE CONCERNING COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMMING 
 
The Federal Communications Commission requires non commercial radio stations to report, on 
a quarterly basis, the programming it has aired to address the needs and issues confronting the 
community it is licensed to serve. 
 
The attached document lists and describes the programming aired during the third quarter of 
2020.  WFNP-FM may transmit it’s programming, in compliance with its time share contract 
with WRHV, only during the months of February, March, April, September, October and 
November.  Accordingly, the attached document lists Community Service Programming for the 
month of September, the month in the year’s third quarter during which WFNP operates. 
 
WFNP broadcasts Public Service Announcements regularly three to six or more times each hour 
on a daily basis.  A list of the public service announcements can be found on pages 2-3 of this 
document. 
 
WFNP regularly broadcasts the Nightly News, a half-hour live news program, weeknights at 
7:00pm.  The programs cover news features of local and regional relevance as well as 
international and national news topics.  A list of the local news coverage can be found on pages 
3 through 12 of this document. 
 
WFNP broadcasts 30 minute talk shows, weeknights at 7:30pm. A list of community based talk 
show topics can be found on page 13 of this document. 
 
Queries or correspondence may be addressed to the Chief Operator/Director of the Center for 
Student Media: 
 
Valerie Tremblay     
Chief Operator     
Student Union Building 309    
SUNY New Paltz     
1 Hawk Drive      
New Paltz, NY 12561     
845.257.2350   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WFNP Public Service Announcements:  September 2020 
 

Title	

Angry Robot 	

Autism NEW (30)	

Backyard	

Be Safe RX	

Bobcat in the Cave	

Brad Buzzed (30)	

Buzzed Driving (30)	

CarSeat Safety (30)	

Danceathon	

Danica (30)	

Did You Know	

Disaster Karen (30)	

Donate Blood COVID	

Emergency Prepare (30)	

Foodie	

Forest	

Forest Animals	

GooGoo (30)	

Hands Symphony	

Homework	

If Skins Could Talk	

Larry Smarter	

Live United	

Monster	

More Than Pink	

Pirate	

Rattlesnake at the Pond	



Sounds of the Forest	

Tea Pot	

Villain	

Youth Volunteering	

Readiness	

Plasma Donation	

Covid Travel	

Prevent Covid	

Covid Travel Return	

Everyday Prevention	

Disinfect	
 
 
 
WFNP Nightly News:  September 2020 
 
All stories reported by Daniel Perez and Amayah Spence unless noted otherwise, and news 
coverage is aired from 7-7:30PM each weeknight.  
 
September 1st 2020 

• Multiple agencies are working to put out a 5-acre fire near the Mohonk Preserve 
mountain ridge Thursday morning, according to the Village of New Paltz Fire 
Department.  

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan announced this week that the county has declared a 
Public Health Emergency due to the recent spikes in deaths caused by fentanyl. 

• A total of three SUNY New Paltz students have tested positive for COVID-19 thus far, as 
of today. College president Donald P. Christian reported that the three students were all 
in close contact with each other, so the cases are related. 

• Yesterday marked the beginning of SUNY New Paltz’s annual LGBTQ+ welcome week. 
Each day this week there will be a virtual event that all students are welcome to 
participate in. 

 
September 2nd 2020 

• Shaniqua Bowden, an active community member, mother of two and 10-year Kingston 
resident, has been appointed Kingston police commissioner by Mayor Steve Noble. 
Bowden says she is “honored and pleased” by the appointment. 

• The Table at Woodstock, is an organization that serves the needs of local Woodstock 
residents and families with prepared meals and groceries. Their tagline simply states 



their dedication “to nourishing the mind, body, and soul of all choose to sit with us. 
Everyone is welcome.” 

• During SUNY chancellor Jim Malatras’ SUNY New Paltz visit last week, he announced the 
new SUNY Prepare Innovation and Internship Program, designed to accelerate the 
production of personal protective equipment (PPE) at SUNY colleges and universities 
statewide. 

• On Wednesday Aug, 26 -- the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the amendment to 
the US Constitution giving white women in America the right to vote -- the new 
Sojourner Truth statue was officially dedicated. The seven-foot bronze statue of 
nineteenth-century abolitionist and suffragist Sojourner Truth was installed in the Ulster 
Welcome Center Plaza on the Highland side of Walkway over the Hudson.  

• A coalition of parents with children in New Paltz’s school district are advocating for 
more real-time online instruction for students when the school year begins on 
September 8. Noting that online instruction will be the bulk of all learning, the recently 
organized New Paltz Reopening Parent Coalition believes that the quality of what’s 
being proposed falls short. It has gathered over 300 signatures in an online petition 
calling for improvements, and what was heard from administrators via an online 
presentation Thursday wasn’t satisfactory. 

 
September 3rd 2020 

• Woodstock and the upstate New York art community lost one of its brightest lights this 
summer with the passing of Elena Zang. Co-owner of the Elena Zang Gallery, she died at 
home from cancer on August 20. She was 74. 

• American Airlines will suspend service to New York Stewart International Airport 
starting in October. 

• In total, the airline plans to suspend service at 15 markets, including the New Windsor 
airport, citing "low demand" and the expiration of requirements under the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act. 

• Though the Hudson Valley region is saying goodbye to about 25 eateries, one new 
dessert shop had its grand opening one week ago on 56 Main St. Hudson Valley 
Cheesecake has officially opened for business in New Paltz Street and will be serving 
desserts Wednesday through Sunday.  

• Last Friday the Athletic Wellness Center reopened, which was a major cause of 
celebration given that gyms had been shut down for 5 months due to COVID-19. But in 
another announcement of good news from the AWC, New Paltz has also released its 
updated fall intramural schedule, which features both in-person and virtual leagues.  

 
September 4th 2020 

• The SUNY New Paltz Campus Food Pantry is continuing to serve on- and off-campus 
students, and on-campus faculty and staff, with an online request process and in-
person, socially distant pickup on campus. 

• Next Wednesday, Kingston’s City Board of Police Commissioners will hold a public 
meeting online to hear and respond to concerns regarding Kingston's current law-
enforcement partnerships and the hear the community's concerns about experiences 
with the increased policing in their neighborhoods. 



 
September 7th 2020 

• About 100 college communities across the country have seen an increase in coronavirus 
cases in recent weeks as students return for the fall semester. In the U.S., at least 
51,000 coronavirus cases and at least 60 deaths from the virus can be traced to 
American colleges and universities, a Times survey found.  

• Volunteers and staff with the Kingston YMCA Farm Project worked on a "Say Their 
Names" installation of over 200 names of black men, women and children who have 
been killed over the decades at the hands of police or racial violence. Flowers were 
placed around their images along the fence surrounding the farm’s greenhouse, which is 
located behind River Radiology in Midtown Kingston, N.Y. 

 
September 9th 2020 

• Earlier this week, County Executive Pat Ryan declared a Public Health Emergency due to 
the recent spikes in deaths caused by fentanyl.  Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan signed 
an Executive Order establishing a new Narcan Kits Initiative that will place kits in high-
risk locations around the County in addition to County buildings. The order calls for 
Ulster County to use overdose data to identify the most impactful locations to place 90 
Narcan Kits in addition to County-operated locations.  

• The Project Resilience Child Care Initiative will dramatically expand those eligible to 
receive subsidized child care and will allow for hundreds of families to participate in the 
program. 

 
September 10th 2020 

• In January of this year a group of New Paltz teen skateboarders were frustrated about 
not having a skate park close-by where they were welcome to practice their sport. 15-
year-old Aletheia Carney started a GoFundMe campaign with a goal of raising $10,000 
for the creation of a skatepark, preferably to be located in Hasbrouck Park. 

• There have been no new shooting incidents in Kingston since a local collaboration with 
state and county authorities was announced early last month. Although increased 
numbers of police on the streets have reduced violent crime, it also escalated tensions 
among people who are fearful of police interactions.  

• The Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art on campus announces “Dos Mundos: 
(Re)Constructing Narratives,” presenting the photographs of 12 artists who are 
recipients of Photography Fellowships from En Foco, the non-profit founded in 1974 
that supports contemporary photographers of African, Asian, Latino, Native American 
and Pacific Islander heritage. 

• The New Paltz reopening question of the day is: What happens if a student reports a 
symptom or exposure to COVID-19 in the Daily Health Screening? Here’s the answer: 
students who indicate symptoms or possible exposure to COVID-19 in the Daily Health 
Screening will receive instructions to contact the Student Health Service, to remain in 
their residence hall room (if living on campus) or to remain at home (if living off 
campus). 

 
 



 
 
September 11th 2020 

• The Museum at Bethel Woods has announced a new augmented reality tour, “Meet Me 
at Woodstock.” The immersive tour gives guests the chance to experience the history of 
the festival first-hand. 

• The Town of Saugerties will not be conducting its annual 9/11 ceremony this year, but it 
will be placing a wreath at the site of the 9/11 memorial on Friday, September 11, 8:46 
a.m., at the Cantine Veterans’ Complex on Moser Drive. The placement of the wreath 
will be completed by one representative from fire, EMS and police. There will be no 
formal public ceremony, however, all wishing to pay tribute are welcome to visit the 
memorial anytime throughout the day on September 11. 

• According to today’s Daily Digest, the reopening question of the day is: When will dining 
spaces on campus reopen for dine-in service? Here’s your answer.  

• New Paltz Dining Services will begin the fall 2020 semester with exclusively grab & go 
service, in accordance with health and safety policies and social distancing best 
practices. 

• New Paltz alumna Shabiha Jafri, who graduated in 2020 with a BFA in photography, was 
recently featured in Vogue. Her senior thesis centered on the grief and absence she 
experienced after her mother’s recent death.  

 
September 14th 2020 

• The New Paltz Police Department is continuing to investigate a fatal vehicle/pedestrian 
accident that occurred on Main Street in the Village of New Paltz on September 10. The 
closure of Main Street in New Paltz for several hours yesterday was the result of a 
horrific tragedy: a pedestrian climbed underneath a tractor trailer that was stopped, 
became dislodged once the driver started moving and was dragged down the street for 
several blocks. The preliminary investigation by police resulted in no charges being filed 
against the driver of the truck. 

• On September 2, Kingston’s Common Council voted 6-2 not to rezone a portion of 
Montrepose Avenue to allow for high-density development, a precondition for a 
planned 15-unit apartment development. Explaining their votes, alderpersons in the 
majority cited the need to abide by a city-wide zoning plan. If rezoning were to be 
considered, there was some concern that a more stringent environmental review might 
be required.  

• On Sept. 12 the Dorsky Museum opened a new exhibit called, “We Wear the Mask: Race 
and Representation.” Taking its title from a poem by Paul Laurence Dunbar by the same 
name, We Wear the Mask, features artwork related to the presentation and perception 
of race selected by artist Jean-Marc Superville Sovak, who was one of last year’s 
recipients of Hudson Valley Artists Annual Purchase Award. 

• The Harrington STEM Lecture Series is going virtual this fall, with three online 
presentations from some of the nation’s most respected scientists, who will share 
cutting-edge research in a style that is compelling and accessible to experts and non-
experts alike.  Since graduating from New Paltz a little more than a decade ago, 
Thottungal has established himself as one of the leading data scientists in U.S. 



government. He currently serves as Chief Technology Officer and Chief Data Scientist at 
the National Gallery of Art. 

 
September 15th 2020 

• Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan announced today that Ulster County has had over 
2,000 residents recover from Covid-19. Since reporting the county’s first positive case 
on March 8, Ulster County has issued over 80,000 coronavirus diagnostic tests and 
currently, the daily positive test rate has remained under 1.5 percent for 41 straight 
days, according to a release from the county. 

• As mental health issues mount during the COVID-19 pandemic, college students are 
among those facing lots of stress. A new initiative at SUNY New Paltz aims to outfit 
students with coping skills, with the help of their peers.  The Student Psychological 
Resilience Project Fund provides students with the training and skills needed to cope 
with stress related to the pandemic and multiple other challenges through a peer 
advocacy model. Under the guidance of the Institute for Disaster Mental Health at SUNY 
New Paltz, Deputy Director Karla Vermeulen is helping to guide the program 

• The Office of Instructional Technology (OIT) is offering a series of workshops this fall to 
support faculty and staff in their work to provide high-quality learning experiences for 
students in new, online formats. 
 

September 16th 2020 
• The Vassar Haiti Project celebrates 20 years with its traditional annual art sale and 

auction offered this year through virtual platforms. Hundreds of original paintings and 
handcrafts made in Haiti by artists and artisans will be offered for sale or auction. All 
purchases are 50-percent  tax-deductible and donations are tax-deductible. 

• A lot of money is riding on this year’s decennial census. The data is used in formulas to 
determine how much of $1.5 trillion in federal money flows to various communities and 
to apportion congressional representatives.  Last week Ulster County has responses 
from 60 percent of households. The national response rate is 65.5 percent, the state 
response rate is 62 percent, so the response rate for Ulster County is below the state 
level by two percent. 

• The Psychological Counseling Center’s popular Let’s Talk service, which allows students 
to meet with a counselor informally and without an appointment, will resume for the 
fall 2020 semester beginning today, Sept. 15. 

 
September 17th 2020 

• Theatre on the Road and the Old Dutch Church in Kingston will offer living-history tours 
Saturdays in October in the cemetery of the church. Guests will take a trip across three 
centuries and meet seven characters who made Kingston the place to be. The show is 
the creation of actor, writer and director Frank Marquette and his wife Kristen. 

• Jennifer Russell has seen and developed programs in the libraries she has worked in 
before, and she hopes to introduce some of them at the Saugerties Public Library, 
where she was hired as the director and began work on August 24. 



• With their traditional thesis shows uprooted by the COVID-19 pandemic, spring 2020 
Bachelor of Fine Arts graduates found a home to display their senior projects in the 
artist haven of Woodstock. 

• “Opening DisClosed,” featuring the work of 15 SUNY New Paltz Department of Art 
graduates, will be on display at the Woodstock Artists Association and Museum (WAAM) 
at 28 Tinker St. through Oct. 11, including a final weekend showcase open to the public 
from 12 – 5 p.m. on Oct. 10 and 11. 

• SUNY New Paltz staff and administrators have been volunteering their time on evenings 
and weekends to meet directly with students on and off campus, providing masks, hand 
sanitizer and friendly reminders about the importance of the Pledge to Protect New 
Paltz during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
September 18th 2020 

• The Ulster County Sheriff's Office took to Facebook earlier this week to remind people 
to beware of phone scams. The message posted to the account said, “We want to take a 
moment to again remind everyone to be alert and vigilant about one of the many types 
of scams taking place throughout the country. Pandemics and other 
global/national/local events do not deter the people who perpetrate these scams. 

• Mountain Brew Ice and Mountain Brew Light beers available exclusively at Stewart’s 
Shops across Upstate New York will be dropped, according to a recent announcement 
by the company.  The Saratoga Springs-based Stewart’s convenience store chain 
announced this week that it will be discontinuing the two beers that debuted 10 years 
ago. In the announcement, Stewart’s acknowledged that not everyone was a fan of the 
beers, which typified the term “bottom shelf.” 

• Black Hammer, an organization focused on decolonization which follows Black Power 
and Indigenous anti-colonial tradition, and The New Paltz Socialists teamed up to give 
out 50 KN95 masks and 120 disposable surgical masks at SUNY New Paltz on Friday, Aug. 
28, following a “threatening” notice from campus administration.   
 

September 21st 2020 
• Local fundraising efforts for Wreaths across America are under way in New Paltz to 

ensure that all 900 veterans laid to rest in the Rural Cemetery on Plains Road are 
honored on December 19 with handcrafted wreaths of American-grown balsam fir 
hand-tied with red velvet bows.  What began in 1992 with a trailer-load of wreaths 
decorated by volunteers and laid at the graves of fallen soldiers at Arlington National 
Cemetery has now become a national organization with over 1100 participating 
locations. Among them is the New Paltz Rural Cemetery. 

• Last week Hotel Impossible, a show on The Travel Channel began screening a piece 
called “Rotting Woodstock” a harsh criticism of Woodstock Lodge. The owners of the 
Lodge, profiled in the segment starring host “hotel expert” Anthony Melchiorri, say they 
are suing the Travel Channel.  

• In the fall and spring semesters of 2020, the Theater Arts Department at SUNY New 
Paltz has three wishes: Keep students and audiences safe and healthy, provide rich 
educational experiences for students and back the theme of social justice with action. In 



this tumultuous time, none of these wishes are easily granted — let alone granted 
simultaneously. However, the department is prepared and eager to fully realize each 
goal. 

• In honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month, the Association of American Medical 
Colleges shared stories of outstanding men and women who have improved health 
across the nation and around the world. SUNY New Paltz Alumna Jane Delgado of the 
class of 1973, made the list of 10 "Hispanic Pioneers in Medicine" for her work battling 
racial and ethnic inequities, teaching countless people how to care for their health and 
leading the National Alliance for Hispanic Health as its first woman president. 

 
September 22nd 2020 

• KINGSTON – Two people died early Sunday morning in a two-alarm fire on Sherman 
Street, Kingston Fire Department officials said.  The two-alarm fire was called in at 12:31 
a.m. 

• Craft Three O Two, located at 302 Main Street in Poughkeepsie has had their license to 
serve alcohol suspended by the New York State Liquor Authority, known as the SLA.  City 
of Poughkeepsie police have been summoned to the establishment several times in the 
past few weeks to break up physical altercations among patrons and, on Friday night, 
officers responded to reports of “shots fired” in the parking lot near the bar. 

• Upstate House Magazine asked five architects to choose their favorite buildings in the 
Hudson Valley. One architect chose SUNY New Paltz’s own student union atrium 
building.  Rick Alfandre, a SUNY New Paltz alum, says: “Originally, I thought the design of 
the addition to the Student Union was too reminiscent of I. M. Pei’s addition to the 
Louvre,” he says. “However, the contrast between the 2010 glass building and the 
adjacent brutalist student union and administration buildings really is enjoyable. The 
amount of glass feels outside of my design comfort zone or sensibilities. As such, it 
continues to challenge my thinking about architecture. The building has become 
iconic,”  he says of the building, which was designed by Ikon5. 

• As previously announced, all SUNY New Paltz students in our on-campus population 
(defined as students who live on campus AND those who commute for in-person 
classes) are now required to be tested for COVID-19 at least twice this fall: at least once 
by individual testing, and at least once by pool testing.  On-campus pool testing at SUNY 
New Paltz begins on Sept. 24 in the Awosting Hall Basement Lounge through a 
partnership with SUNY Upstate Medical University, and will continue two days per week 
through the end of the fall semester. 

 
September 23rd  2020 

• This Friday the town of New Paltz will be hosting an online training course for the use of 
Narcan, a medication known to reverse the effects of an opioid or painkiller overdose. 
Training courses are offered so that more people can potentially save a life of someone 
overdosing on opioids.  The New Paltz Opioid Prevention and Response Team is offering 
the class this Friday which will be held all online from 1 PM to 2 PM. You can register 
online. You must sign up by tomorrow, September 24th. 

• The Bard College Music Festival will present their final concert of  “Out of the Silence: A 
Celebration of Music,” on Sept. 26. Out of the Silence is a series of free livestream 



concerts by The Orchestra Now, conducted by Bard College President Leon Botstein, 
Andrés Rivas, and Zachary Schwartzman. Each of the programs will include works by 
prominent Black composers alongside a selection of pieces from the Bard Music Festival 
archives; taken together, they trace the history of classical music from the late 18th 
century to the present and affirm the centrality of music to life and public culture. 
Although viewing is free to all, reservations are required for each event.  

• Following Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s executive order to “reinvent and modernize police 
strategies and programs with community input,” the Town of New Paltz has created the 
Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative Committee.  

• The SUNY New Paltz College Council will hold its next meeting at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 24 via WebEx teleconference. Reports will be given by President Donald P. 
Christian and Interim College Council Chairperson Eli Basch. N Also included on the 
agenda is an update on the College’s response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and a 
budget update from Michele Halstead, vice president for administration & finance. 

 
September 24th 2020 

• New Paltz police are investigating an incident in which a female SUNY New Paltz student 
of color “was accosted verbally with racial slurs by males” in the village, according to 
college officials.  A letter posted Wednesday on the college's website said the incident 
happened Monday afternoon."...As leaders of this community and the college, we 
condemn these hateful acts and will not tolerate them," the letter read. "The 
investigation into this incident is being led by the New Paltz Police Department. Village 
and town officials share our condemnations and concerns and are working closely with 
the college to address this incident.” 

• On Sept. 9, “Wednesday Walks for Black Lives” held their biweekly protest against police 
brutality, which typically includes speeches followed by a march throughout the city of 
Kingston. The group began with five members, holding their first march after the death 
of Ahmaud Arbery, who was murdered while jogging. The group narrowed the scope of 
their actions from national to local, now focusing on Kingston’s Stop and Frisk policy and 
police brutality.  

• The Chancellor’s Awards are presented annually to employees who demonstrate 
exceptional teaching, scholarship and service to the campus community. They receive a 
medallion and certificate commemorating the achievement, as well as a permanent 
stipend. 

• If you or a student you know is experiencing a financial crisis, whether directly related to 
COVID-19 or another unforeseeable hardship (e.g. new medical bills, stolen laptop, car 
accident, etc.) that is threatening your ability to continue your college career, there is 
help.  Thanks to generous contributions from faculty, staff, alumni and friends, the 
Student Crisis Grant Fund provides emergency aid toward essential academic needs, 
replacement of lost or damaged items and basic needs such as utilities, childcare, short-
term housing and transportation.  In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the maximum 
award amount has been raised to $1,000, and some restrictions on how funds are used 
have been suspended. The Fund still may not be used toward tuition, on-campus 
housing or fees, or food. Community members who are experiencing food insecurity are 
encouraged to use the Food Pantry. 



 
September 25th 2020 

• The Big Eddy Film Festival is this weekend. Since 2012, the Big Eddy Film Festival has 
brought indie and classic films to the Sullivan County hamlet of Narrowsburg. In 
years past, the festival’s home venue has been the historic Tusten Theatre, but of 
course 2020 is different: This year, the Big Eddy will present movies online and 
outdoors at the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts and at a pop-up drive-in at a 
nearby farm. The selections are Grease, Jimmy Carter: Rock & Roll President, 
Gossamer Folds, The Dilemma of Desire, Women in Blue, and My Darling Vivian. 

• The Hudson Valley man killed in a fatal car accident on Main Street is being fondly 
remembered.  6-year-old Geoffrey Paturel of Woodstock was killed two weeks ago 
after being dragged down Main Street under a tractor-trailer from near Heady Teddy 
Outfitters all the way to the bridge over Walkill River.  

• SUNY New Paltz is seeking faculty and staff volunteers to help facilitate the 
mandatory COVID-19 pool testing of students that is beginning on Sept. 24. 
Volunteers will primarily assist with checking students in and distributing and 
organizing testing kits. 

• The SUNY New Paltz men’s basketball team would normally start practices in early 
October, as well as having conditioning, off-season training and availability to 
practice their crafts in open gyms over the summer and fall.  

• But due to the restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic, all these scenarios are on a 
delayed schedule for the foreseeable future. As of right now, there isn’t an official 
start date for when the State University of New York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) 
will resume their winter sports, but officials and campus presidents of the schools 
within the SUNYAC are aiming for January 2021, when practices can resume at an 
official capacity. 
 

September 28th 2020 
• New Paltz is getting set for its annual Bat-O-Ween -- which will be held in 

conjunction with International Bat Week on October 31 -- where organizers teach 
people the importance of bats rather than just being scared of them.  The event has 
been such a success that the organizers of Bat-O-Ween took a chance of honoring 
another, sometimes scary, creature over the weekend, the honey bee, with the first-
ever Honey Bee Jubilee. 

• Another Hudson Valley holiday tradition is changing things up this year thanks to 
COVID-19.  New Paltz has been known to be the hot spot for the 5k Turkey Trot, but 
this year the 17th annual event is going virtual. 

• SUNY New Paltz staff and administrators have been volunteering their time on 
evenings and weekends to meet directly with students on and off campus, providing 
masks, hand sanitizer and friendly reminders about the importance of the Pledge to 
Protect New Paltz during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• As mental health issues mount during the COVID-19 pandemic, college students are 
among those facing lots of stress. A new initiative at SUNY New Paltz aims to outfit 
students with coping skills, with the help of their peers.  The Student Psychological 
Resilience Project Fund provides students with the training and skills needed to cope 



with stress related to the pandemic and multiple other challenges through a peer 
advocacy model. Under the guidance of the Institute for Disaster Mental Health at 
SUNY New Paltz, Deputy Director Karla Vermeulen is helping to guide the program 
September 29th 2020 

• The New Paltz Gardening Club is having their annual plant sale on Saturday October 
10 from 10am to 2pm. On the event post on the website, the group writes, 
“Members prepare your bulbs, mums, shrubs, seeds, hostas, perennials and 
houseplants....bring many, come to help and buy!” The New Paltz Garden Club is a 
501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to beautifying our community, sharing 
knowledge, plants, and friendship since 1946.   

• The oak barrel beer fermentation says it all about the new $2.7 million Drowned 
Lands Brewery in the former Mid-Orange Correctional Facility administration 
building.  The Town of Warwick brewery’s seven oak foeders - wooden containers  - 
each producing 15 beer barrels, aren’t like most breweries’ stainless steel tanks, 
which help beer makers control conditions. To make beer with oak is to go with the 
flow, letting nature influence the beer. 

• Founded by New Paltz-based artist Jamie Sanin, CelebrateWomxn845 is a group 
dedicated to organizing and recognizing “women, femme and nonbinary creatives” 
in the Hudson Valley (or “845”) area.  Pre-pandemic, CelebrateWomxn845 mainly 
hosted open-mic nights, exhibitions, talks, parties and other events that involved 
people being in close proximity to one another. Given the nature of COVID-19, which 
spreads easily in the above situations, it was not only unfeasible, but a public health 
risk to continue these events. 

• The Department of Theatre Arts at SUNY New Paltz continues its 2020-21 production 
season with virtual, live-streamed performances of “Waiting for Lefty” on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, and Sunday, Oct. 4.  “Waiting for Lefty” is a 1935 script written by Clifford 
Odets, which centers on a taxi drivers’ union building up to a strike. It’ll be directed 
by Gabriella Montanaro ’20 (Theatre Arts). 

 
September 30th 2020 

• Do you have a creative mind? Do you like to design things? If so you may be just the 
person that the New Paltz Rescue Squad is looking for to help with their current project. 
They are hoping to redesign their patch and they have made a contest out of it. 

• Listen Forward is the work of a broad collective of musicians, designers, digital media 
students and others seeking new ways of sharing their art at a moment when their 
ability to perform live and in-person has been severely restricted.  Spanning 10 weeks 
from Sept. 21 to Nov. 30, 2020, content will be presented on the Listen Forward 
YouTube channel and posted on the Department of Music’s Facebook and Instagram 
accounts. 

• SUNY New Paltz was rated as one of the 400 best colleges and universities in the United 
States in the 2021 edition of the Wall Street Journal / Times Higher Education College 
Rankings.  New Paltz has earned high marks in this rankings formula every year since it 
debuted in 2017, performing especially well in measures of student engagement, 
success after graduation, and diversity and inclusion in the campus environment. 

 



 
 
 
 
WFNP Talk Shows:  September 2020 
 
Host:  Eric Wood 
Show Name:  The NYPIRG Radio Hour 
Show Time:  7:30-8:00pm 
9/8 - Climate change and fossil fuels 
9/15 - Holding polluters financially accountable for their actions 
9/22 - Interview with Democratic and Republican candidates for NY Senate 42 
9/29 - Higher Education affordability 
 
Host:  Kirstin Phillips and Leija Rothenberg 
Show Name:  Dear Mom 
Show Time:  7:30-8:00pm 
9/7 - Quarantine and leaving campus last March 
9/21 - Dorm life and packing for college 
 
Host:  Connor MacPhail 
Show Name:  Hawk Tawk 
Show Time:  7:30-8:00pm 
9/25 - introduction to Hawk Tawk/NP Athletics Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
 
 
 


