
Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded by WDCO-TV, Washington, D.C. along with the 
most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period October 1, 2022 to December 31, 
2022.  This list is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority 
or significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date 
 

Time Duration Narration of Type 
and Description of 
Program/Segment 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 10/27 7pm 1:30 7News Tom Roussey 
reported on 
company recycling 
old candy wrappers, 
turns them into 
plastic bags. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 11/3 7pm 1:30 Brad Bell reported 
on a 7News On Your 
Side story about a 
FedEx truck 
damaging a local 
woman’s garage 
door, and it's still 
not fixed. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 11/9 7pm 2:00 7News’ Christian 
Flores reported on 
inspections being 
done after tainted 
gas was reported at 
Sterling 7-Eleven. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 12/12 7pm 1:45 7News Tom Roussey 
reported on trash 
piling up on  London 
Towne streets, 
attracting wildlife 
after no pickups in 
weeks.  

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 12/28 7pm 2:00 7News On Your 
Side: Reporter Brad 
Bell reported on 
Maryland man 
coming home to 
flooded apt. He says 
landlord had 
ignored a leak. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 12/29 7pm 1:45 7News Reporter 
Brad Bell reported 
on the fire officials 
warning of the risks 
when charging 



escooters, 
hoverboards, 
ebikes. 

Elections 7News at 5p 10/12 7pm 1:50 7News Nick Minock 
talked to Loudoun 
Co. School Board 
member Andrew 
Hoyler and how he 
pledges to continue 
to be a 'bridge 
builder.' 

Elections 7News at 5p 10/21 7pm 2:00 7News Nick Minock 
went 1-on-1 with 
retired Navy Captain 
Hung Cao as he runs 
for Congress, shares 
his 'American 
dream' story. 

Elections 7News at 5p 10/21 7pm 1:45 7News’ Tom 
Roussey reported 
on the DC Council 
passing bill to allow 
non-citizens a 
chance to vote in 
local elections. 

Elections 7News at 5p 10/25 7pm 1:30 7News’ John 
Gonzalez reported 
on the impact of the 
Latino vote in the 
midterm elections in 
the DMV. 

Elections 7News at 5p 11/4 7pm 1:45 7News Nick Minock 
reported on Yesli 
Vega talking about 
the economy, crime,  
education and 
inflation. 

Elections 7News at 5p 11/6 7pm 1:30 7News Nick Minock 
reported on 
Loudoun County’s 
races heating up as 
Election Day draws 
near. 

Elections 7News at 5p 11/7 7pm 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Wes 
Moore, Dan Cox 
battling to the end 
to become 



Maryland's next 
governor. 

Elections 7News at 5p 11/10 7pm 1:45 7News Nick Minock 
reported on Tiffany 
Polifko leading Nick 
Gothard by 135 
votes in too close to 
call Loudoun County 
race. 

Hunger  All Month 10/1-10/21 All 
Shows 

Various 7News conducted a 
month long Feeding 
The DMV Campaign 
to raise funds for 
the Capital Area 
Food Bank.  

Education 7News at 5PM 10/11 7pm 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
showed a new 
STEAM mobile that 
brings fun and 
science to kids in 
Prince George’s 
County.    

Education 7News at 5PM 10/3 7pm 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on a 
renewed focus on 
teacher retention in 
Alexandria. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/12 7pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Amazon to open 
free 'AWS Skills 
Center' in Arlington 
to teach cloud 
computing skills. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/17 7pm 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Raytheon 
Technologies 
partnering with 
nonprofit to open 
technology labs in 
four DC schools. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/18 7pm 1:50 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Spotsylvania Co. 
parents taking legal 
action to try to stop 



controversial 
superintendent hire. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/24 7pm 2:00 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Virginia leaders 
reacting to 'Nation's 
Report Card' that 
shows decline in 
student test scores. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/25 7pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
reactions as Gov. 
Youngkin tells Va. 
schools to 'get 
moving' on COVID 
relief spending. 

Education 7News at 5PM 10/28 7pm 1:45 7News’ Kim Jackson 
reported on Fairfax 
County schools 
offering bonuses, 
new incentives to 
attract substitute 
teachers. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 10/4 8PM 1:45 7News’ Mitch 
Blacher did a 
Spotlight on 
America report 
showing that school 
safety suffers with 
no national 
guidance. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 10/10 7pm 2:00 7News’ I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on a 
meeting marking 
the end of 
Spotsylvania Co. 
deputies providing 
school board 
security. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 10/12 7pm 2:00 7News’ I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on 
Fairfax Co. asking 
Va. governor to 
'close the gaps' at 
state level after 
FCPS counselor 
arrest case. 



School Safety 7News at 6PM 10/27 8PM 1:45 7News’ I-team 
reporter Mitch 
Blacher investigates 
billions meant to 
help students, 
teachers overcome 
COVID sits in school 
accounts. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 11/17 7pm 2:00 7News’ I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on VA 
Attorney General & 
Alexandria leaders 
talk school safety. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 12/1 7pm 1:50 7News’ I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on 
Fairfax Co. stocking 
overdose reversal 
med Narcan in all 
schools. 

School Safety 7News at 5 12/6 7pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Police say 3 
juveniles arrested 
after 'student 
altercations' at 
Alexandria high 
school. 

School Safety 7News at 5 12/8 7pm 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 3 
Prince William Co. 
police issuing 
warning after 3 teen 
overdoses, 1 of 
them fatal, in 5 
days. 

School Safety 7News at 5 12/14 7pm 2:00 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
settlement reached 
in VA school mask 
suit filed by parents 
of students with 
disabilities. 

Health 7News at 5 10/11 7pm 1:50 7News’ Tom 
Roussey reported 
on American Latinos 
disproportionately 
affected by 



Alzheimer's. Here's 
how to lower risk 

Public Safety 7News at 4 11/15 7pm 1:45 7News’ Brad 
reported on 
pedestrian hit-and-
runs continuing to 
be a problem in 
Prince George's Co. 
and what’s being 
done to make 
streets safer.  

Public Safety 7News at 5 11/18 7pm 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on thieves 
stealing keys from 
mail carriers to open 
big blue mailboxes; 
what to look out for. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 11/23 7pm 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 
narcotics officer 
warning of 
fentanyl-laced pills 
amid surge of 
student overdoses 
in Md. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 10/20 7pm 1:45 7News’ I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on 
Arlington leaders 
pushing for quick 
safety upgrades 
after deadly 
pedestrian crash. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 10/27 7pm 1:30 7News Tom Roussey 
reported on new I-
95 electronic speed 
limit signs may be 
helping with safety, 
Virginia officials say 

Public Safety 7News at 5 11/17 7pm 1:45 7News Tom Roussey 
looked into 
Montgomery 
County's explosion 
history after 
Gaithersburg 
condos catch on 
fire. 



Public Safety 7News at 5 11/30 7pm 2:00 7News I-team 
reporter Heather 
Graf reported on 
Fairfax Co. Police 
Dept.'s DUI Squad 
beginning holiday 
enforcement 
campaign. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 11/30 7pm 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 
Montgomery 
County leaders 
aiming to prevent 
pedestrian deaths 
with 'Vision Zero 
Initiative.’ 

Public Safety 7News at 5 12/2 7pm 1:30 7News’ Brad 
reported on a 
Prince George's Co. 
high school student 
who died from 
fentanyl-laced pill 
that was 
counterfeit. 

Public Safety 7News at 5p 12/7 7pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Prince William Co. 
police warning 
shoppers about 
thieves' new purse 
theft tactic. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/19 7pm 1:30 7News Heather 
Graf report on 
more Metrotrains 
needed to open 
Silver Line 
extension to 
Dulles Airport by 
Thanksgiving. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/3 7pm 2:00 7News Heather 
Graf report on 
rules of the road: 
where can 
campaign signs be 
placed? 7News 



looks at 
restrictions in VA. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/2 7pm 1:45 7News Heather 
Graf reported on 
Alexandria 
toutsing success of 
its 2021 move to 
'fare-free.' 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/7 7pm 1:30 7News Heather 
Graf reported on 
Amazon helping 
Metro develop 
affordable housing 
at North Bethesda 
station. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/3 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on concerns rising 
over delayed 
opening of 
Potomac Yard 
Metro Station in 
Alexandria. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/4 7pm 2:00 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro saying it 
lost $40M due to 
fare evasion, 
launches 
campaign to bring 
it to an end. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/5 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Arlington 
picking location 
for new 
pedestrian bridge 
linking Crystal City, 
National Airport. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/13 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on WMATA Board 
of Directors 



addressing 
overcrowding. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/14 7pm 2:05 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro vowing 
to improve the 
quality of 
Metrobus service 
for riders. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/25 7pm 2:05 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Safety 
Commission giving 
Metro green light 
to bring back more 
7000-series trains. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/25 7pm 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro 
releasing series of 
potential changes 
to service; here's 
who could be 
impacted. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 10/27 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro GM 
hoping Silver Line 
extension will 
open in time for 
trips to Dulles at 
Thanksgiving. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/2 7pm 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey gave 
viewers a first look 
inside the new 
Metro Silver Line 
stations. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/3 7pm 1:20 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on some roads in 
Rock Creek Park to 
permanently close 
to vehicles 



according to the 
National Park 
Service. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/7 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on 6 Metro 
stations in 
Alexandria 
reopening after 2-
month closure: 
What you need to 
know. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/18 7pm 2:00 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro gate 
change proving to 
be ineffective, fare 
evasion continues. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/22 7pm 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on the best and 
worst times for 
roads, rails, flights 
when traveling for 
Thanksgiving. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/28 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on the new 
confusing signs on 
I-66. Here's what 
you need to know. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 11/30 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on transportation 
officials ranking 10 
worst bottlenecks 
in DMV. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/5 7pm 1:20 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on new 
requirement of 3 
people using HOV 
lanes on I-66 in 



Northern Virginia 
for free.  

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/6 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro GM 
proposing new 
budget that would 
decrease fares for 
low-income 
passengers. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/7 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on DC Council 
moves to make 
Metrobus free in 
the District; 
busiest routes to 
run 24 hours. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/9 7pm 1:40 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on I-95 
construction in 
Fredericksburg not 
over, despite 
milestone and 
when it could end. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/15 7pm 1:50 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on ridership, 
overcrowding 
increase in first 
year of free fares 
on Alexandria's 
DASH buses. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/16 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro planning 
to remove 'ghost 
buses' following 
rider complaints of 
no-shows. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/23 7pm 2:00 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on hundreds of 



flights from DMV 
airports canceled; 
roads endure deep 
freeze for holiday 
travel.  

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/26 7pm 2:15 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on hundreds 
Southwest Airlines 
flight cancellations 
impacting 
hundreds of DC 
area travelers. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/28 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey 
interviewed travel 
experts providing 
advice for viewers 
caught up in the 
Southwest Airlines 
meltdown. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 12/29 7pm 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey shared 
story of Maryland 
woman describing 
her baggage 
nightmare 
following 
Southwest 
debacle. 

 

 


