
Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded by WDCO-CD, Washington, D.C. along with the 
most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period April 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023.  This 
list is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date 
 

Time Duration Narration of Type and 
Description of 
Program/Segment 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5PM 4/13 7PM 1:35 7News’ Lisa Fletcher 
reported on tax season 
being a high time for 
scammers preying on 
your IRS fears--- what to 
look out for. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6PM 4/28 8PM 2:35 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on postal 
workers rallying to 
protest employee 
shortages, conditions 
resulting in mail delays. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6PM 5/8 8PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on Judge 
finding owners of 
Marbury Plaza Apt. 
complex in contempt, 
orders 50% cut in rents. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5PM 5/9 7PM 1:35 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on the battle 
lines drawn over 
proposal to allow more 
long-distance flights at 
Reagan National. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5PM 5/17 7PM 1:45 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on the Airports 
Authority slamming 
proposal to add more 
long-distance flights at 
DCA. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6PM 5/18 8PM 2:15 7News’ Lisa Fletcher 
reported on why you 
may be paying more for 
travel because of where 
you live. Here's how you 
can save. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5PM 5/25 7PM 1:30 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on a Memorial 
Day travel hack: where 
you can find cheap 



parking near Dulles 
Airport. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5PM 6/14 7PM 2:15 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on the Runway 
Rivalry: the heated 
debate over more long-
distance flights at Reagan 
National. 

Education 7News at 6PM 4/5 8PM 2:30 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on budget 
difference between 
DCPS, charter schools 
withholds 'equitable 
treatment'. 

Education 7News at 6PM 4/10 8PM 2:05 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
reported on the school 
security industry 
booming to more than 
$3 billion, but it still 
remains unregulated. 

Education 7News at 6PM 4/12 8PM 1:55 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 
Montgomery Co. 
parents debating on 
LGBTQ+ reading 
materials at school 
board meeting. 

Education 7News at 5PM 5/14 7PM 1:30 7News’ Megan Clarke 
reported on an 
Arlington teacher 
union president calling 
for higher teacher pay. 

Education 7News at 5PM 6/7 7PM 1:35 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Millard 
House II, the new 
superintendent of Prince 
George's County Public 
Schools. 

Education 7News at 6PM 6/13 8PM 2:15 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
and Scott Taylor 
reported on Maryland 
students struggling 
with Math and English 
proficiency, revealing 
deep-rooted 
disparities. 



Education 7News at 5PM 6/27 7PM 1:55 7News’ Kellye Lynn 
reported on parents 
protesting outside 
MCPS Board of 
Education meeting 
over LBGTQ+ opt-out 
policy. 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 4/18 8PM 2:15 7News’ Kellye Lynn 
reported on Arlington 
Public Schools allowing 
students to carry 
overdose reversing 
medication Narcan. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 4/21 7PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Maryland 
woman explaining 
importance of DEA Drug 
Take Back Day amid rise 
in student overdoses. 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 5/18 8PM 1:45 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported about a DC high 
school opening 'peace 
room' to help students 
cope with recent crime 
surge. 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 5/22 8PM 2:10 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
reported on the security 
industry lobbying for 
more money to protect 
kids. But, is it necessary? 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 5/25 8PM 1:55 7News’ Scott Taylor 
reported on Maryland’s 
new Dept. of Juvenile 
Services Secretary 
wanting more to be done 
to fight youth crime 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 5/31 8PM 2:30 7News’ Scott Taylor 
reported on Prince 
George's County asking 
Maryland lawmakers, 
governor for help to fight 
teen crime. 

School Safety 7News at 5PM 6/13 7PM 1:45 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on 3 teen boys, 
girl indicted after brutal 
PGCPS school bus attack. 

Health 7News at 6 5/8  8PM 1:45 7News’ Lisa Fletcher 
reported on life-changing 



surgery for breast cancer 
patients may disappear 
for most women. 

Health 7News at 5 5/25   7PM 1:45 7News’ Megan Clarke 
reported on the cost of 
fentanyl pills falling--
here's what police say 
parents should watch out 
for. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 4/13 8PM 2:30 7News’ Lisa Fletcher 
reported on questions 
raised over DC 911 
response to fatal crash 
into Anacostia River. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 4/14 8PM 2:15 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on a DC 
family using an Apple 
Air Tag to track down 
the vehicle after being 
carjacked at gunpoint. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 4/26 7PM 1:45 7News’ Meagan Clarke 
reported on NOVA 
residents requested to 
weigh-in on 
'community driven' 
opioid treatment 
survey. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 4/27 7PM 1:30 7News’ Megan Clarke 
reported on Fairfax 
County PD boasting 
most diverse, largest 
police academy class in 
10 years. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/1   8PM 1:55 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
reported on auto crimes 
skyrocketing in DC, 
Maryland and Virginia, 
data shows. 



Public Safety 7News at 5 5/3   7PM 1:45 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Fairfax Co. 
police hoping viral crash 
video will be a teaching 
opportunity for teen 
drivers. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/3   8PM 2:10 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
reported on a carjacking 
caught on camera 
that’s raising questions 
about police 
communication in the 
DMV. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 5/13   7PM 1:55 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Arlington 
board approving location 
for highly anticipated 
Crystal City pedestrian 
bridge. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/15   8PM 2:20 7News wants to know: 
How do we reduce 
violent crime in 
Washington, DC?  7News’ 
Scott Taylor reports.  

Public Safety 7News at 5 5/13   7PM 1:55 7News’ Mitch Blacher 
reported on Montgomery 
Co. Police Department 
relaunching auto crime 
unit to crack down on car 
thieves. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/16   8PM 2:10 7News’ Scott Taylor 
reported on a local mom 
battling for 4 years to get 
Maryland sex offender 



law passed to protect 
children. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/21 8PM 2:15 7News’ Megan Clarke 
reported on a Herndon 
church equipping 
members to recognize 
drug addiction. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 5/30 8PM 2:05 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on Anacostia 
council relaying 
residents’ fears to Mayor 
Bowser about spike in 
violent crime in D.C. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 6/1 8PM 1:45 7News’ Sam Ford As the 
youth crime rate climbs 
in the District, one victim 
shares his experience. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 6/20 8PM 2:05 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on activists 
calling on Mayor Bowser 
for action as D.C.  
homicide toll spikes. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 6/22 7PM 2:15 7News’ Megan Clarke 
reported on hotel staff 
being trained to spot 
trafficking; will now 
know what to watch for 
to save lives. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 6/30 7PM 1:55 7News’ Brad Bell  
reported on Prince 
George's County police 
rolling out summer anti-
crime initiative. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 4/3   8PM 2:30 7News’ Lisa Fletcher 
reported on airline 
travel complaints 
quadruple in 2022 
compared to 2021, data 
shows. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 4/7   7PM 2:10 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Maryland 
Governor Moore’s 
future project for a 
rapid transit system 
that would run 
between Prince 



George’s County and 
White Plains. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 4/11   7PM 1:50 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro 
planning to install 
cameras on buses so 
DC can ticket bus lane 
& bus stop violators. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 4/19   8PM 2:15 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on DC 
pausing proposal to 
put bicycle lanes on 
Connecticut Ave. after 
major pushback. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 4/24 7PM 1:45 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on new traffic 
pattern beginning on 
GW Parkway, bringing 
long delays for many 
drivers. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 4/27 7PM 1:55 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro 
asking DC for authority 
to demand ID from fare 
evaders. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 4/28 7PM 2:05 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on City 
Council proceeding 
with proposed $2 fee 
for rideshares to DC 
against Mayor 
Bowser's wishes. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/1 7PM 1:40 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro's 
Yellow Line set to 
reopen with changes 
some riders won't like. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/4 7PM 1:55 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on WMATA 
board requesting 1-
year pause on making 
Metrobus rides free. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/9   7PM 2:15 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on 



transportation leaders 
deciding which Virginia 
projects will receive 
$48M toll lane fund. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/11 7PM 1:55 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro 
warning riders on more 
shutdowns, single 
tracking through 
September. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/18 7PM 1:45 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on a 
notorious bottleneck 
on I-95 in Virginia 
getting an extra lane. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 5/22 7PM 2:05 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on the fleet 
of the future: Metro 
reveals new train 
design, replacing oldest 
model. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 6/5 7PM 1:35 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro Lift: 
half-price fares for low-
income riders and 
where to sign up. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 6/6 7PM 1:55 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro 
reconsidering 'express' 
shuttle routes after 
commuters face major 
challenges. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 6/8 7PM 1:35 7News’ Tom Roussey 
reported on Metro, 
Arlington County 
working to relieve 
congestion delaying 
'express' buses in 
Rosslyn. 

 

 


