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Section I. Issues
 Native America
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2019 Q4 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 29 December 2019: The India of its current prime minister Narender Modi is a far cry 
from the India of Gandhi and Nehru. Tolerance and secularism are being replaced by Hindutva, a 
Hindu nationalist ideology which seeks to establish Hindu dominance in a country where there are 
hundreds of millions of religious minorities. Modi is the head of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the BJP. 
It is the political arm of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the RSS. One scholar says the RSS “was 
explicitly influenced by European fascist movements, its leading politicians regularly praised Hitler 
and Mussolini.” India’s Muslim population of 200 million has been singled out by Modi. 
Islamophobia has resulted in murders, massacres, and lynchings of Muslims. There have been 
demonstrations all over India protesting Modi’s policies. Muslim majority Kashmir continues to 
remain under military rule.

Air Date: 22 December 2019: Eduardo Galeano in his masterwork, The Open Veins of Latin 
America wrote that 500 years ago European settler colonialists came to this hemisphere and “sank 
their teeth” into the throats of Indian civilizations. You know the story. Genocide. Land was stolen. 
Broken promises and broken treaties. Survivors exiled to inhospitable reservations. In recent years 
indigenous people are organizing and asserting their rights. Standing Rock in North Dakota was a 
key moment where some 200 nations came together to resist the Keystone XL pipeline. New terms 
entered the lexicon of resistance such as water protectors and stewards of the land. Keystone and 
other struggles continue as does corporate capitalism’s monomaniacal drive for profits regardless of 
the cost to Mother Nature and indigenous peoples.  Chief Seattle once said, “The Earth does not 
belong to us; we belong to the Earth.”



Air Date: 15 December 2019: This recording, recently discovered in the piles at AR, features the 
great radical historian talking with students at UNM. He is asked about getting past the culture of 
denial of the powerful. Drawing on his vast knowledge of history he says, “It always takes time and 
persistence. Every movement looks like it is hopeless in the beginning. It seems people have no 
power. But then people took risks. The most important thing we can do is not to hold back. Resist 
authority. The more people speak out it encourages others to do the same. The American system is 
controlled but it has little openings. We have to take advantage of those openings.” He tells the 
students about his friend and fellow WWII vet, Kurt Vonnegut and a letter the New York 
Times refused to print.

Air Date: 8 December 2019: The stunningly beautiful land of Kashmir, nestled in the Himalayas, 
has seen much bloodshed and suffering. Over the decades the Indian state in attempts to stifle 
resistance to its rule in Kashmir has deployed hundreds of thousands of troops, imposed curfews, 
clampdowns and crackdowns. But nothing approaches the current situation. On August 5 the Hindu-
nationalist government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi took unprecedented steps. Key provisions 
of the Indian Constitution dealing with Kashmir, articles 370 and 35A, have been revoked. The little 
autonomy Kashmir had is now evaporated. It is broken as a state and is under direct rule from New 
Delhi. No Kashmiri was consulted. It’s hard to imagine that the actions of the Modi government will 
quell the ongoing demands of Kashmiris for azaadi, freedom.

Air Date: 1 December 2019: The history of indigenous people is full of acts of resistance. One 
such dramatic action was the seizure of Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay by activists from the 
American Indian Movement. November marks the 50th anniversary of that event. More recently the 
blockade at Standing Rock in North Dakota galvanized indigenous communities to defend their land, 
water and sacred burial grounds. The Standing Rock resistance injected into public discourse such 
terms as water protectors and stewards of the land and an awareness that Native peoples have an 
expanded concept of kinship and family that includes Nature. Despite widespread opposition to the 
pipeline, Trump authorized its construction. La Lucha Sigue. The struggle for indigenous rights 
continues. Recorded at the University of Colorado at Denver.

Air Date: 24 November 2019: Part 2: Why are so many people all over the world out in the 
streets demanding change? What are the root causes of revolt? What about U.S. Syria policy and the 
betrayal of the Kurds? And BDS and Palestine? How do we overcome sectarian differences? Why are 
Americans so afraid? Eco-disaster and nuclear war threaten human existence. The former garners 
some attention because of the surge in youth-led activism but the latter is out of sight even though 
the dangers are escalating. The U.S. pulling out of the INF ballistic missile treaty and new Pentagon 
hypersonic weapons increase the possibility of catastrophe. What about impeachment and the 2020 
election? These are just some of the topics Noam Chomsky talks about in this exclusive two-part 
program. 2CDs.

Air Date: 17 November 2019: Part 1: Why are so many people all over the world out in the streets 
demanding change? What are the root causes of revolt? What about U.S. Syria policy and the 
betrayal of the Kurds? And BDS and Palestine? How do we overcome sectarian differences? Why are 
Americans so afraid? Eco-disaster and nuclear war threaten human existence. The former garners 



some attention because of the surge in youth-led activism but the latter is out of sight even though 
the dangers are escalating. The U.S. pulling out of the INF ballistic missile treaty and new Pentagon 
hypersonic weapons increase the possibility of catastrophe. What about impeachment and the 2020 
election? These are just some of the topics Noam Chomsky talks about in this exclusive two-part 
program. 2CDs.

Air Date: 10 November 2019: One of the techniques of ruling class control is to isolate people 
from one another. “Look out for yourself,” is the constant drumbeat. We are reduced to self-centered 
consumers not engaged citizens. Saul Alinsky suggests a different path. In his Rules for Radicals he 
said, “Change comes from power, and power comes from organization. In order to act, people must 
get together.” And that is happening. Popular movements such as Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, 
Extinction Rebellion and Sunrise are shaking up the establishment. Finding kindred spirits and 
working collectively with allies not only has broader positive political consequences but helps to 
overcome negativity and feelings of loneliness and despair. You look in the mirror and you feel good 
about yourself. History has shown social movements can have a huge societal impact.

Air Date: 3 November 2019: This week I'm counting around the US charts for the first 
week of January 1974 and 1964. I'd love to play your favorite from those years...just call 
it in to 941-479-0359 and you and that song you relate to are on the radio. OR, just call 
in a request...it's all good! A Happy and safe New Year to all and I'll see you Saturday 
night at 8PM on 106.9 and 95.9...WSRQ

Air Date: 27 October 2019: “How do you straighten your back up? How do you tell the truth? How do 
you bear witness? How do you organize? How do you mobilize? How do you generate forms of 
resistance and resiliency in the face of some very, very ugly forms of terror and trauma and stigma?” 
Activist/Scholar Cornel West asks these fundamental questions. And he takes inspiration and guidance 
from the prophetic tradition of ideas and images that have historically helped oppressed people develop 
the will and the means for taking action against their oppressors. Wedding that tradition with the 
Socratic legacy of Ancient Greece of seeking the truth by challenging assumptions and raising the most 
difficult questions is a powerful formula for achieving freedom and emancipation.

Air Date: 20 October 2019: History and politics are replete with zigs and zags into all kinds of unexpected 
directions. Take for example, the Shah of Iran. He looked impregnable on his throne until he was toppled by 
massive street demonstrations. Who could have predicted that the suicide of a street vendor in a small town 
in Tunisia would lead to the overthrow of an entrenched dictatorship and revolts across the Arab Middle 
East? Or that a popular uprising in Armenia would lead to the ouster of an oligarchic regime in that country or 
that a real estate mogul and reality TV host would become president of the U.S.? History and politics are full 
of surprises. Interview by David Barsamian.  2 CDs

Air Date: 13 October 2019: History and politics are replete with zigs and zags into all kinds of unexpected 
directions. Take for example, the Shah of Iran. He looked impregnable on his throne until he was toppled by 
massive street demonstrations. Who could have predicted that the suicide of a street vendor in a small town 



in Tunisia would lead to the overthrow of an entrenched dictatorship and revolts across the Arab Middle 
East? Or that a popular uprising in Armenia would lead to the ouster of an oligarchic regime in that country or 
that a real estate mogul and reality TV host would become president of the U.S.? History and politics are full 
of surprises. Interview by David Barsamian.  2 CDs

Air Date: October 6, 2019: The dynamic Russell Means presents a moving and eloquent talk on Native 
America. He recounts how consciousness has changed among indigenous people but among the white 
European settler descendants, many of the old prejudices remain. For example, he says, “The Pope is going to 
canonize Father Serra an Indian murderer and Indian slave owner.” In North and South America Indian 
peoples, their lands and traditions are under assault. But there is resistance. Native peoples are organizing 
and fighting for their dignity and rights. Recorded at the University of Colorado at Denver.

Local Community Events: Local community announcements regarding events sponsored by regional 
entities are aired and are encouraged by management and discussed by on-air personalities. These 
include, but are not limited to:

 LECOM Events;
 Miscellaneous community events in the greater Sarasota, Florida area.1-4


