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Alternative Radio – Audio Energy for Democracy 2019 Q1 Program Notes for Public File

Section 1. Issues

 U.S. Economy
 Federal Debt
 Border Wall
 Venezuela
 Socialism
 Political Change
 Honduras Emigration
 Normalized Relations with Cuba
 Palestine Political Relations with U.S.
 Global Capitalism
 Climate Change

Section II. Responsive programs

WSRQ has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. Programming 
dealing with each issue is set out below. 

American Radio Journal 2019 Q1 Program Notes 

All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 30 minutes in duration

January 13, 2019: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Steve Moore author 
of Trumponomics about the underlying strength of the U.S. economy; Andy Roth from the Club for 
Growth has the Real Story on the growing U.S. debt; Eric Boehmfrom Reason magazine looks at how the 
government shutdown is affecting craft brewers; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (ret.) has an American 
Radio Journal commentary on how House Democrats can skuttle the economic recovery.

January 20, 2019: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Adam 
Carrington from Hillsdale College about the ongoing partial federal government shut-down; Andy 
Roth of the Club for Growth has the Real Story on congressional Democrats' efforts to raise taxes; Eric 
Boehm of Reason Magazine talks with Veronique DeRugy from the Mercatus Center at George Mason 



University about the growing federal debt; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has 
an American Radio Journal commentary on why we should build the border wall.

January 27: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Nathan McGrath of the 
Fairness Center about a Connecticut union that wants to disaffiliate from the state union; Scott 
Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on congressional authority over tariffs; Eric 
Boehm from Reason magazine talks with Doug Bandow of the Cato Institute about the government crisis 
in Venezuela; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Center for Vision & Values at Grove City College has 
an American Radio Journal commentary on the Jim Jones cult 40 years later.

February 10, 2019: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Jason Pye of 
FreedomWorks about why there are government shut-downs; Andy Roth has the Real Story on the 
possible presidential candidacy of Howard Schultz; Eric Boehm of Reasonmagazine talks with Michael 
Farren from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University about FoxConn backtracking on plans to 
build a manufacturing plant in Wisconsin; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American Radio 
Journal commentary on why the Democratic socialists must be taken seriously.

February 10, 2019: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Evan Feinberg of 
Stand Together about breaking the cycle of poverty; Scott Parkinson of the Club for Growth has the Real 
Story on the health of the U.S. economy; Eric Boehm from Reason magazine reports on possible 
congressional action on trade policy; And, Colin Hanna of Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio 
Journal commentary on the President's State of the Union speech.

February 17, 2019: This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Jonathan 
Williams of the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) about this year's Rich States/Poor 
States report; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Storyon the national debt topping 
$22 trillion; Eric Boehm and Matt Welch of Reason magazine look at the possibility of Howard Schultz 
running for President on the Libertarian Party ticket; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Center for Vision & 
Values at Grove City College has an American Radio Journal commentary on President Trump and the 
fight against Democratic socialism.

Alternative Radio 2019 Q1 Program Notes

 All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

February 24, 2019: The Inversion of Totalitarianism

Traditional totalitarianism conjures images of jack-booted storm troopers, death camps and Stalin-like 
regimes. In recent years a new variety of totalitarianism has emerged departing from the norm. Noted 
political theorist Sheldon Wolin calls it “the inversion of totalitarianism” and that it “represents the 
political coming of age of corporate power and political demobilization of the citizenry. Unlike classical 
totalitarian systems which openly boasted of their intentions to force their societies in a preconceived 
totality, inverted totalitarianism is not expressly conceptualized as an ideology, nor is it objectified in 
public policy.”  Corporations have de facto power and have carried out a slow-motion coup d’état. How 
to resist? Wolin says it starts at the local level.

March 3, 2019: Honduras: Coups, Crises, & Caravans

Honduras is one of the poorest countries in Latin America and has one of the world's highest murder 
rates. More than half of its population of about ten million live in poverty and per capita income is one 



of the lowest in the region. Since the June 2009 coup overthrowing the government of President Manuel 
Zelaya the country has been ruled by repressive regimes. Washington, under Obama and Hillary Clinton 
backed the coup. Today, oligarchic rule pauperizes the people. Corruption is rampant. Violence is 
widespread. Criminals literally get away with murder. Some Hondurans, seeking a better and safer 
future for themselves and their families join the caravans heading north to the U.S. border. The 
journey is fraught with peril. Their chances of getting asylum are slim. Others remain behind and resist 
the tyranny.

March 10, 2019: U.S. and Cuba: Back to the Past

The island of Cuba has preoccupied Washington officials for decades. Prior to the 1959 Fidel Castro-led 
Revolution, Cuba was a virtual U.S. colony. It was also a mafia playground. The Revolution changed all of 
that. Cuba allied itself with the Soviet Union. Goaded by an influential lobby in Florida, the U.S. engaged 
in assassinations, invasion, chemical and biological warfare,  blockades and sanctions in attempts to 
bring about regime change in Havana. Despite its relative weakness compared to the global hegemon, 
Cuba resisted U.S. power. With the passing of Fidel and the retirement of his brother Raul, Cuba 
sought a new relationship with Washington. Important steps toward normalization of relations were 
taken under Obama. A new and more friendly chapter was evolving between the two countries. Those 
efforts have largely unraveled due to Trump administration policies.

March 17, 2019: Palestine: The Pendulum Is Shifting

For decades Palestine and Palestinians were associated with terror and terrorism. In political discourse 
and popular culture Palestinians were often typecast as blood thirsty killers. As the great Palestinian-
American scholar Edward Said once ruefully observed, “Palestine is a thankless cause, one in which if 
you truly serve, you get nothing back but opprobrium, abuse, and ostracism. How many friends avoid 
the subject? How many colleagues want none of Palestine's controversy? How many bien 
pensant liberals have time for Bosnia and Somalia, Rwanda and South Africa and Nicaragua and human 
and civil rights everywhere on earth, but not for Palestine and Palestinians?” There are signs that may 
be changing. A new generation of activists has breathed fresh energy into the question of Palestine. 
The BDS, Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, has attracted more and more adherents. The 
pendulum is shifting.

March 24, 2019: Surveillance Capitalism

Surveillance Capitalism is a global architecture of behavior modification which poses profound threats 
to society. It was invented at Google, duplicated at Facebook, and has moved almost seamlessly into 
virtually every economic sector. Vast wealth is accumulated in an ominous new economic order where 
predictions of our behavior are bought and sold. Surveillance Capitalism has ominous consequences for 
democracy and humanity in the 21st century. It is based on extreme inequalities of knowledge and 
power. It claims human experience as a free source of raw material and challenges our autonomy and 
social solidarity. Our minds are being mined and harvested for data and are being fundamentally 
changed in the process. Surveillance Capitalism is a business model that Shoshana Zuboff says seeks 
growth by cataloguing our “every move, emotion, utterance and desire.”

March 31, 2019: Climate Disruption

Ralph Nader points out the term climate change is a vast understatement and does not convey the 
gravity of what we are facing. He says, climate disruption is more accurate. Study after study, report 



after report make it clear that human activity is transforming our planet. With heat waves, droughts, 
wildfires, floods, melting ice sheets and rising sea levels, millions of people will be at risk. But the fossil-
fuel industry with its insatiable hunger for profits continues its assault on the Earth. It has an ally in the 
president who claims to “have a natural instinct for science,” and asserts: “Any and all weather events 
are used by global warming hoaxsters to justify higher taxes.” Note that he asked for and obtained 
approval to build two sea barriers to protect his golf resort in Ireland from rising water.

Local Community Events: Local community announcements regarding events sponsored by regional 
entities are aired and discussed by on-air personalities.  These include, but are not limited to:

 LECOM 5K Run;
 LECOM Sponsored Golf Tournament;
 Miscellaneous community events in the greater Sarasota, Florida area.1-4

`


