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Section I. Issues
 Economic System
 Environment
 Electoral College
 Amazon
 Class Warfare in the U.S.
 First Amendment
 Politics
 Climate Change
 Hitler
 Military Activity
 Terrorism

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2019 Q3 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: September 29, 2019: Humanitarian intervention is always cloaked in altruism. Noted 
author Noam Chomsky says, “Almost every aggressive act by any great power is justified on 
humanitarian grounds.” Helping people who are suffering is laudable but injecting military force can 
lead to even worse outcomes. Libya is a perfect example of what can go wrong. The specter of 
atrocities was raised. A U.S., U.K., France and Canada bombing campaign ensued. The attacks 
destroyed most of Libya’s infrastructure and killed thousands, leaving the country, Chomsky adds, 
“in the hands of warring militias.” In addition, there has been a flow of arms and jihadis into West 
Africa and the Middle East, which has become the major source of radical terrorism in the world – 
largely a consequence of so-called humanitarian intervention in Libya.” We should be very leery 
when this doctrine is invoked as a justification for intervention.

Air Date: 22 September 2019: The contemporary capitalist economic system has an 
extraordinary component to it. That is the connection between the government, and the financial 
sector, the big banks. What banks? The Big 5 are JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, Wells 



Fargo, Goldman Sachs and Citigroup. Their assets are in the trillions of dollars. The economic 
and political implications of capital resources of that magnitude are enormous. Regulations have 
been relaxed creating the way for another financial meltdown. But if the banks do get into 
trouble the state is there to bail them out as it did in the crash of 2007-2008. Some are calling for 
the breakup of the big banks. That will be a tough task as the state/finance nexus is so tight but it 
is an issue that must be addressed. There is also an alternative model, publicly-owned banks as in 
the case of North Dakota.

Air Date: 15 September 2019: Money, you know, is the root of all evil. The pursuit of it no 
matter the consequences has led to us, as the New York Times describes it, “speeding toward 
environmental catastrophe.” Unregulated predatory capitalism and its obsession with generating 
profits no matter the cost to Nature is endangering civilization as we know it. Globally people, 
young people in particular, are demanding action. Teenagers like Greta Thunberg, Xiye Bastida, 
Haven Coleman, Isra Hirsi, Alexandria Villasenor and groups like the Sunrise movement, 
Extinction Rebellion and 350.org are leading the way and working for a future that is safe and 
secure from climate disruption. All over the world in late September and going forward there 
will be strikes, walkouts and other actions. We must move from a money-oriented society to one 
in harmony with and respect for the Earth.

Air Date: 8 September 2019: Around the world democracy is in trouble. Autocrats have come 
to power. In the U.S. democracy is compromised by a political system awash in money, 
gerrymandering, voter suppression and that absurd relic, the electoral college. One of the 
principal designers of the U.S. system of governance was James Madison. He said the main task 
of government is “to protect the opulent minority against the majority.” The latter being me and 
you. And pretty much that’s been the orientation of the state. Here and there a Progressive Era, a 
New Deal, or a Great Society occur but basically rulers try and keep the donor and landed gentry 
class happy. Democracy is more like a plutocracy. It is still alive but not at all healthy. It needs 
fixing. Only an informed and mobilized citizenry can reverse the ominous trajectory we are on.

Air Date: 1 September 2019: Amazon, the retail behemoth, is named after the giant river in 
South America. The company began in the Seattle area in 1994. Since then it has not just grown 
and expanded but has transformed marketing. Consumers are attracted to in some instances, 
lower prices but overwhelmingly it’s the sheer convenience of online shopping and home 



delivery. But all is not rosy for Amazon’s hundreds of thousands of workers. They are pushing 
back, demanding better wages, working conditions and benefits. Again, as we see elsewhere in 
the corporate world the lack of a union to back up worker needs is glaring. Organizing is difficult 
and management likes it that way. Some politicians are saying Amazon is too big and too 
powerful and needs to be either broken up or more carefully regulated.

Air Date: 25 August 2019: Warren Buffett, the much-admired genius investor and one of the 
world’s richest men said, “There’s class warfare, all right, but it’s my class, the rich class, that’s 
making war, and we’re winning.” And who are the losers? The working class, people who work 
for an hourly wage or are salaried. The ruling class has driven down wages and benefits, 
smashed unions, and cut programs that protect the disadvantaged. All of this at a time when 
income and wealth inequality has reached historic extremes. Who’s to blame? In a classic 
example of divide and rule immigrants are demonized and scapegoated. It’s all their fault. Not 
the bosses and CEOs who make oodles of money. Can the working class, long taken for granted 
by the Democratic Party, be a force for positive progressive change? How might it overcome its 
own internal divisions and contradictions?

Air Date: 18 August 2019: “Congress shall make no law…abridging freedom of speech.” There 
it is. Plain and simple. The First Amendment to the Constitution. But since 9/11 that amendment 
has been under sustained attack. Whistleblowers John Kiriakou, Julian Assange, Chelsea 
Manning, Edward Snowden, and others are hounded, threatened and imprisoned by the U.S. 
government. A fascinating and compelling account of past and present efforts to secure and 
expand political and social rights for workers, women and African-Americans. A classic Zinn 
from our archives.

Air Date: 11 August 2019: The history of the anti-government and anti-democratic politics that 
have transformed the U.S. in recent years is largely obscured from view. The radical right’s 
agenda includes: suppression of voting rights, privatization of everything from schools to 
Medicare to Social Security to public lands, elimination of unions and limiting majority rule. 
Core beliefs also include: there is no problem tax cuts won’t solve and that the best kind of 
regulation is no regulation. Let industry decide. And the intellectual godfather of this extreme 
right-wing thinking? Someone you’ve probably never heard of. James McGill Buchanan, a 
Nobel Prize-winning economist. And the money to promote his ideas comes mostly from 



billionaire Charles Koch. These ideological positions have moved from beyond the fringe to 
where they are openly discussed and legislation is proposed. If these forces get their way 
democracy will be in chains.

Air Date: 4 August 2019:Ralph Nader points out the term climate change is a vast 
understatement and does not convey the gravity of what we are facing. He says, climate 
disruption is more accurate. Study after study, report after report make it clear that human 
activity is transforming our planet. With heat waves, droughts, wildfires, floods, melting ice 
sheets and rising sea levels, millions of people will be at risk. But the fossil-fuel industry with its 
insatiable hunger for profits continues its assault on the Earth. It has an ally in the president who 
claims to “have a natural instinct for science,” and asserts: “Any and all weather events are used 
by global warming hoaxsters to justify higher taxes.” Note that he asked for and obtained 
approval to build two sea barriers to protect his golf resort in Ireland from rising water.

Air Date: 28 July 2019: The post-WW1 Weimar Republic in Germany was the height of 
European civilization. Its scientists and scholars led the world. Its Bauhaus architecture was the 
rage. Its arts featured such luminaries as Fritz Lang, Bertolt Brecht, Kurt Weill and Thomas 
Mann. Yet, out of this modern democracy sprang Nazism, German fascism, and one of the most 
barbaric regimes ever. How did Hitler happen? It is one of the most important questions of 
history. What happened in Germany has disturbing resonances for our own time. Fascist-like 
regimes are taking power in many countries. We ignore disturbing signs at our peril from 
torchlight parades in Charlottesville with crowds chanting, “Jews Will Not Replace Us” to a 
synagogue massacre in Pittsburgh to the murder of African-Americans in a church in Charleston. 
What can we learn from the past to ensure it doesn’t happen again?

Air Date: 21 July 2019: Surveillance Capitalism is a global architecture of behavior 
modification which poses profound threats to society. It was invented at Google, duplicated at 
Facebook, and has moved almost seamlessly into virtually every economic sector. Vast wealth is 
accumulated in an ominous new economic order where predictions of our behavior are bought 
and sold. Surveillance Capitalism has ominous consequences for democracy and humanity in the 
21st century. It is based on extreme inequalities of knowledge and power. It claims human 
experience as a free source of raw material and challenges our autonomy and social solidarity. 
Our minds are being mined and harvested for data and are being fundamentally changed in the 



process. Surveillance Capitalism is a business model that Shoshana Zuboff says seeks growth by 
cataloguing our “every move, emotion, utterance and desire.”

Air Date: 14 July 2019: Given that people in the U.S. spend more money on health care than the 
rest of the world combined, then logic would dictate that we have the best health outcomes. 
Well, we don’t. Why? Increasing evidence from epidemiologists— the scientists who study the 
health of populations — indicates that everything from life expectancy to infant mortality to 
obesity, can be linked to the level of economic inequality within a given population. Almost a 
quarter of U.S. families live in poverty, the highest of all rich nations. Poor health and poverty go 
hand-in-hand.  Checkups are deferred. Pain is endured. People engage in wishful thinking, i.e., 
maybe that numbness in my foot will just go away. Single payer universal health care would go a 
long way toward addressing our absurdly expensive health care system and reducing the number 
of unnecessary early deaths.

Air Date: 7 July 2019: The list of U.S. invasions, occupations, coups and sanctions in Latin 
America is a mile long. It is after all, “our little region over here,” and our “backyard” according 
to policymakers in Washington. Starting with the Monroe Doctrine in 1823 the continent and its 
people have been a laboratory for U.S. intervention, a kind of piñata, a punching bag. As the U.S. 
became a world power techniques perfected in Latin America were then globalized. Today, once 
again Washington turns its hegemonic gaze south. The National Security Advisor John 
Bolton denounces the “troika of tyranny”— Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua and the leaders of 
those countries as “the three stooges of socialism.” Apparently with no sense of shame or of 
history Bolton declared, “We’re not afraid to use the phrase ‘Monroe Doctrine’ in this 
administration.”

Local Community Events: Local community announcements regarding events sponsored by regional 
entities are aired and are encouraged by management and discussed by on-air personalities. These 
include, but are not limited to:

 LECOM Events;
 Miscellaneous community events in the greater Sarasota, Florida area.1-4


