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ISSUE: Local History 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 1/1/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The program focuses on highlights of local history as 2016 marks 325 years of permanent 

settlement by Europeans at Peoria.  Four historians discuss what attracted Native Americans to 

the location of Peoria Lakes, the French settlers' interaction with the local tribes, the burning of 

the French settlement in 1812, whiskey production, vaudeville, and the three major waves of 

immigration by the Irish, Germans and Lebanese. 
 
 

 

ISSUE: Utilities 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 1/8/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Members of the Peoria CEO Council Water Infrastructure Objective Study Committee offer 

insight as to whether the city of Peoria should seriously consider the purchase of the water 

company as allowed every five years under the franchise agreement.  The committee members 

found 86% of water systems are municipally owned, and concluded that city ownership would 

assure local control of rates, better competition with other towns in attracting business and a 

potential revenue stream for the city.  Nonetheless, city ownership is dependent on the 

appraised asking price.  The committee at this time is not recommending purchase of the water 

company, but it is suggesting the city perform due diligence in order to determine if a purchase 

is a viable alternative in the future.  

 



ISSUE: Economic Development 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 1/15/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The founders of three new companies discuss the benefits and challenges of entrepreneurship.  

The conversation includes Luke Haverhals of Natural Fiber Welding in Peoria, Matt Scachetti of 

DevBright in Peoria and Bryan Ballard of White Oak Brewing in Normal. 
 

 

 

ISSUE:     Federal Government Policies 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 1/22/16 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos - (D) 17th Congressional District - discusses her co-chair position 

on the Democratic Policy & Communications Committee, her views on how to better fund the 

Highway Trust Fund, efforts by the Congressional Women's Caucus to help working single 

parents with child care and paid family leave, her efforts to assure manufacturing jobs come 

back to America through her recently introduced bill called Overseas Outsourcing 

Accountability Act and how she expects to work with Republicans as a member of the minority 

party. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE: Race Relations  
HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 2/5/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The outgoing and incoming presidents of the Peoria chapter of the NAACP discuss the history of 

the chapter, progress in race relations since the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the gap 

between whites and African Americans in wages and net wealth, minority hiring practices and 

how education, job opportunities and political involvement can help. 

 

 

 

ISSUE: Local Industry/Economy 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 2/12/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Peoria mayor, Jim Ardis, and the president of the Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce, Jeff 

Griffin, respond to Caterpillar's announcement regarding the offices of the top executives being 

moved to the Chicago area.  Discussion centers on the number of Caterpillar jobs remaining in 

the Peoria area, other sectors of the local economy and their growth, the potential impact on 

philanthropy and the area's unemployment rate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE: HIV/AIDS 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 2/19/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

March of 2017 marks the 30
th

 anniversary of FDA approval of AZT, the first effective drug in the 

fight against HIV/AIDS. Much progress has been made since that approval.  A doctor and a 

service provider discuss changes in treatment of people living with HIV/AIDS, the number of HIV 

and AIDS cases, funding issues, the stigma associated with the disease and why there hasn't 

been much public discussion in recent years. 
 

 

 

ISSUE: Local Industry/Economy 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 2/26/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

With the January 31
st

 announcement Caterpillar will move its headquarters to the Chicago area; 

two Caterpillar representatives explain why the company made the decision to relocate.  In 

addition, Community Relations Director, Henry Vicary, and Caterpillar Foundation President, 

Michele Sullivan, offer background on the changing marketplace for CAT machines and the role 

these changes played in the move, the future of the land owned by Caterpillar in downtown 

Peoria, its commitment to the community in the future and its commitment to local 

philanthropic endeavors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE: Government Consolidation 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 3/5/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Illinois has nearly 7,000 units of local government, which is more than any other state.  The 

Illinois Local Government Consolidation and Unfunded Mandates Task Force offered 27 

recommendations in December 2015 in an effort to reduce that number.  The At Issue guests 

discuss what steps have been taken since that time to help local governments to more easily 

consolidate, such as allowing larger townships, consolidated assessments and fewer township 

road districts.  They also discuss steps to eliminate unfunded mandates, such as required yearly 

physical education in school and privatizing drivers’ education. 
 

 

 

ISSUE: Local History 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 3/12/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The program focuses on highlights of local history as 2016 marks 325 years of permanent 

settlement by Europeans at Peoria.  Four historians discuss what attracted Native Americans to 

the location of Peoria Lakes, the French settlers' interaction with the local tribes, the burning of 

the French settlement in 1812, whiskey production, vaudeville, and the three major waves of 

immigration by the Irish, Germans and Lebanese. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE: Political History 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 3/19/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 30 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

With the death of Bob Michel on February 17, 2017, both Frank Mackaman of the Dirksen 

Congressional Center and former Congressman Ray LaHood remember the traits that served 

Michel well during his 38 years in Congress - the last 14 of which were as minority leader.  The 

program features artifacts from the Dirksen Center - where Michel's papers are preserved. 

 

 

 

ISSUE: City Politics 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: Program 

TITLE: At Issue 

DATE: 3/26/17 

TIME: 8:00 a.m. CT 

DURATION: 60 minutes 

TYPE: Interview 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

There are four candidates for the two at-large seats on the Peoria City Council, and the winners 

of the April 4
th

 election will serve two years in order to fill the unexpired terms.  On this episode 

of At Issue, the four candidates discuss issues, including revitalizing downtown Peoria, revenue 

and expenditure concerns, economic opportunity for minorities and the proposed River Trails 

apartments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


