2603 West Bradley Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821

P: 217.352.4141
F:277.352,1256

. Public File Information for 4th Quarter of 2015 .
As station News Director, | can certify that this group of stations runs daily newscasts from 5AM-9AM
and also airs “Focus,” a news and public affairs program on Sunday mornings on WLRW 94.5 FM-WIXY
100.3 FM-WREE 92.5 FM-WYXY 99.1 FM-Oldies 97.9 (WLRW 94.5 FM HD-2)-Extra 92.1 (WCFF 92.5 FM
HD-2)-Hits 99.7 (WIXY 100.3 FM HD-2). “Focus” deals with the issues facing our community and our
state. Here are some of the issues covered on “Focus” programs in recent weeks with attached scripts:
1. Food insecurity in Champaign-Urbana schools,
lllinois a good state in which to be a teacher, based on starting salary.
Bullying at the start of the school year.
October = Domestic Violence and Breast Cancer Awareness Months, and Manufacturing Month.
_ New state law proteciing nursing-home residents,
State budget crisis.
Affordable and public housing.
Transgender discrimination.
The benefit of using “sit-stand” desks,
. Chicago’s diesel pollution problem.
. Protecting environmentally fragile areas of the state.
. Processed foods linked to addiction.
. The rate of uninsured children dropped in lllinois.
. Early tax preparation.
. Cutting the cost of prison phone calls.
. Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative.
. A new scam targeting grandparents in Hlinois.
. Bike safety at night, post-Daylight Saving time.
. Federal healthcare enrollment underway.
. The “Fight for $15” (to raise the minimum wage.)
. A study on police body cameras.
. Cashing in on Social Security.
. Funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
. New food safety rules from the FDA.
. lllinois’ juvenile commitment rate has dropped.
. A tough year for Lumber Liquidators.
. Replacing the No Child Left Behind Act.
. Extending the Child Tax Credit.
. An investigation into campaign spending rules in lllinois.
. Shifting to 100% renewable power by 2050 and a look at Renewable Fuel Standards.
. Ilinois leads the way when it comes to animal pmtectlon laws.
. “Operation Santa.”
. The impact of a parent’s criminal record on their children.
. Data caps.
35. A possible retirement income tax. R et
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FOCUS 10/4/2015 \K/\
Feeding Our Kids feeds the soul...

Good morning and welcome to Focus. 'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a ook at news, and pubtic affairs. Our stations here at the lllini Radio Group partnered with
the local non-profit group Feeding Our Kids to raise money for food insecure children in Champaign
County. At our fundraiser this past Thursday, thanks to your generosity, we successfully raised over
$20,200. Tim Taylor from Mix 94.5 and | spoke with founders Janel and Ann about why they started the
group and what it means to be food insecure. {(START FOK SEGMENT)

IN: “Feeding Qur Kids...”
OUT: “... up with us.”

We also spoke with Becca Guyette with the Champaign County United Way on what the cost of living is
like in Champaign and how that can play a role in food insecurity, (START UW CALL)

iN: “So people get..."
OUT: “... place to live”
Is Hflinois a financially rewarding place for teachers? That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. /llinois is at the top of the list among
states for teachers, according to a new ranking from personal finance website WalletHub. The state is
rated as the 11th best nationally overall, and eighth in terms of average starting salary. Mary
Schuermann from Hlinois News Connection has more {START TEACHER SEGM ENT)

IN: “Teachers around Illinois...”

QUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

Meanwhile, classes are in full swing and it's also the time of year when bullying starts to happen. The
Hinois Childhood Trauma Coalition is offering tips to help identify when a child is being bullied, as well as
advice for parents to help prevent children from becoming a victim, or a bully.

IN: “With back to...”
oUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

PSAs

And that’ll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison - News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, 1L 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same tirme next Sunday
morning.
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September 28, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
School's in Full Swing; Avoiding the Slings and Arrows of Bullying

Springfietd, 1L - Clagses are in fall swing around Tlinods, #ud it's also the time of yoar when bullying staris fo happen.
The Minvis Childhood Tramma Coalition is offering tips to help identify when a child is being bullied, as well as advice
for parents to help prevent children from becoming a vietim, or a bully, Comntents from Anne Studzingké, managing
divestor, Mol Childhigod Trawma Conlition.

Lutro: With back io school excitement winding down in Iilinois, now is the time that bullying cun rear its ugly
head, Data from the U.S. Department of Education stiows about 22 percent of students ages 12 to 18 report
besing bullied at school, Anne Studzinski of the Winols Childhood Trawma Coalition says sometimes a victim
ca brush off bullying behavior, but for others the sifuation can stray into the realm of chitdhood traima,

Cut 28249 15 “When it gets into a child is having nightmares, kids that are afbatd to vide the bus, kids thai are
afbaid 1o yse the bathroom at sehool becanse those are the places where some of that face-to=face bullping happers,
and then witen pou siart ta se selfdesiructivg beliavior in kids, running away, harming themselves.”

Tay: Studzinski notes that bullying today goes beyond the “school yard,” and students can be harassed online.
And she says cyber bullying is especially difficult because it can happen 24/7, involve many people, and be
done anorymously, The ‘look through their eyes.org’ website offers warnings signs of bullying, along with
tips and resources to help children who have been the victim of a bully.

Second Cut: Starting at an early age, Studzinski recommends parents teach good social skills and help foster
resilience i their clildren. Both, she says, can help them if the child is bullied.

Cut 2924% 112 "But also it helps you proleet yourself from raising o bully, Making sure that yow Kid can
navigate the soctal wps and dovens of childhood as well as any other fid" ]

Third Cat: Studzinski ays strugtured activities like sports or scouting can hé}p a child build lasting
fiendships that can offer protection from the slings and arrows of bullies, And she also suggests parents
make a point to know the teachers, conches, and other adults involved in their child’s life,

Cut 30249 112 "It helps to have an accompanying circle of adults who carve about the kid, so that os « parent you
can approach somebody and sup, "Uh, T'm gfiatd whis is going on, what are you seeing, what are yor hearing, what
can we do together?” .

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAP: uses fivet sorwndbite(s)
LEAD: With back to school excitement winding down in Hllinols, now is the time that bullying cat: rear its ugly head.
More from Mary Schuermani,

Chut 31249 34 Owlen.. Mary Sclmtermonm reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Studzinski at 312-516-5560.
Data:htipt/iwww.ed.gov/news/press-refeases/new-data-show-decline-school-based-bullying,
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{Tywo Storles Availabie Toduy |

Outober 1,2015 Ava'iiabie filos: wp3 wav jpg

Analysiss ivois Finanecigly Rewarding Place for Teachers

Springfield, XL — Thinois iz at the top of the Hst wmong states Tor teachers, aetording {o a new ranking from persomnsl
finance website WalletHub, The state B rated ag the 11th best nuationally overall, and eighth in terins of average starting
galary, Comments from Jill Gongzaler, spokeswoman for Wailathub,

Intro: Teachers aroursd Illinois are instrumental in the development of children, and a new analysis finds the
Prairie State s among the most fnancially rewarding places for their work, Personal finnoe website
WalletHub ranks Illinois eleventh nationally on its list of "The Best and Worst States for Teachers,"
Spokeswoman Jill Gonzalez says the state did so well because the income growth potential is huge.

Cut 35249 14 "The average sturling salary for teqchers « and this is adfusted for cost of Iving « s abow
839,000 per year, Thar ranked eighth highest in the country, But the median annual .saim‘v ranked second highest -
364,000 & year.*

Tag: lllinols ranked second for tepchers’ median anoval golary, ninth for Safest Schools, and tenth in School
Systoms, But the state receives not-so-good marks for its pupil-to-Teacher ratio, ranking 30th.

Ak

Seeonitl Co# Since education budgets were glaghed during the repession, CGlonzalez "says teachers are
shortchanged every year, She adds there'y 4 hjgh turnover rate in the profession because of salaries that do not
keep up with inflation and tough standat ds such as No Child Left Behird,

" Cut 36249 115 “They're having these, u ot of times, non eomg}aﬁﬂw salaries while they have 1o reatly qp up
what they're doing in terms of resulls and 1wst scores. So we're seeing that abowt a fifth of all new public school
teachers leave their positions befors the end of the first year.”

Tag: According to the National Center for Bducation Statistics, teachers often feel overwhelmed, ingffective
and nnsupported. And Gonzalez gays teachers should be paid reasonably and treated fairly to cogure the
quality of education,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAE uges fivgt soumlbzte(s)
LEAD: Tenchers around Hlinols ate instrumental in the development of children, and a nei analysis finds the Prairie
State is among the most rewarding places for their work, Mary Schuermann explams

Caf 37249 242 Ovtene. Mary Schucimany veporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Gonzales through Mana Pope at 703.722.0601, The analysis:
ttpst/fwallethtb.comfedu/best-and-worst-states-for-tenchers/T15%




FOCUS 10/18/2015
It's not just physical... mythbusting domestic viclence in lllinois.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. V'm station news director Sarah Addisen. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Advocates around the state are busting some of the myths about domestic violence and connecting
victims with support resources. Mary Schuermann from flinois News Connection has more. (START DVA
MONTH SEGMENT)

IN: “1t's often a...”

OuT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

Meanwhile, work is under way to spread the word about a new security measure that can improve safety
conditions for nursing-home residents, A state new law goes into effect Jan. 1 thot establishes the right
of residents of nursing facilities to purchase and use an electronic monftoring device that can record or
broadcast audio and video. (START NURSING HOME SEGMENT)

IN: “Family and friends...”
OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”
flinois” money problems could get worse. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I’'m station news director Sarah Addison. Even with a federal stopgap budget in
place, experts say lilinois" money probiems could get worse. With no end in sight to a four-month state
budget impasse, citizen watchdogs hope the debate will open to new solutions. Brandon Campbelf from
Illinois News Connection has more. (START BUDGET PROBS SEGMENT)

IN: “A stop-gap federal...”

CUT: “... I'm Brandon Campbell.”

Meanwhife, o new exhibit at the Naotional Public Housing Museum in Chicago is aimed at changing how
people view public housing and helping teens living in the city’s public housing developments to help tell
their stories. (START PUBLIC HOUSING SEGMENT)

IN: “A Chicago museum...”
OUT: “... I'm Brandon Campbell.”
Transgender Discrimination at an Mlinois schoof could have national effects. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addisen. A suburbon Chicago school district is
butting heads with federal authorities now that it is denying locker room aqccess to o transgender student
who identifies as female. A civil rights group says the battle could affect school policies across the
country. Brandon Campbell from lllinois News Connection reports. {START TRANS SEGMENT)

IN: “A Chicago-area transgender...”

OuUT: “... I'm Brandon Camphell.”

And that'll do it for this weel’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any gquestions or comments
about this weel’'s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue,
Champaign, IL61821, Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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Qctober 9,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

It's Not Just Physical: Mythbusting Domestic Violence in Hlinois

SpringHeld, IL < Governor Ranner hay declared Qctober Domestic Yiolence Awareness Month, Advocites around the
state are busting some of the myths about domestic violence and connecting vietims with support resonrces, Comments
from Vielie Sinith, exeeutive divector, Minois Coaliion Agalnst Domestic Violence,

Intra; Its often a hidden problem, but domestic violence cecurs in Tliinois homes more often than some may
thivk, Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October 13 being used to highlight misconceptions about
abuse. The executive director of the Illinois Coalition Against Domestio Violence, Vickie Smith, explaing it’s
not always physical violence, but also a seties of behaviors used to gain ard maintain control over another
person.

Cut 56249 :13 "It offen psyclological, emotional abise, financlal abuse, yexual exploitation, use of children
and other families members to frighten an individual imo behaving In certain ways,” -

Tag: And she adds it can happen regardless of gender, age, race or economic and educational background.
According to the conlition's Dotestic Violence Homicide Repott, 35 domestic violénce Incidents took the
lives of nearly 50 people in Hlinots between July 2014 and fune 2015.011

Second Cut: A common misconception is that a victim can simply walk away frcwm'n&m avuser. But Stith saysg
often a vietim feels they must sty for the children, feary retaliation or does not have adequate resourees to get
away.

Cut 57249 Y8 "I’ nor jusy simply q madler of saying, T'm done, ' legwing.” For mary people that's the mos!
dangevous time, 80 W encourage survivors o reach owt and ger help and to think and plan abowt what Is the safest
way o get covay,

' Yhivd Cut The Hinois Coalition Againgt Domestic Violencs helps connect survivors of abuse to emergency
shetters, counseling services, legal ald and other supports, And Smith says the statewide hotline is also there
for victims geeking help, (That number is §77-863-6338.)

Cut 58249 (A2 PAnybody that answers a hotline in Hinoty iy wained o vespond 1o the individual on the other
side of the phone and you can ask questians and ask for fhe local support services nearest you,"

Tag: An estimated onevin-four wormen, and one-in-sever men, will be a victim of partier violence in their
lifetime,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAT: uses firet soundbite(s) i
LEBAD: Ii's often 4 hidden problem, but domestic violonce oeetrs in Nlinods homes more Dﬁen than some may think.
Mary Schyermann hag more.

Ct 59249 251 Outone, Mary Sehugrmann

Ng)m.. to Editors: Reach Semith at 217-789-2830, The veport; hitp:/fwww.ilcatv,org/HomicideReport FY15,pdf
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October §, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg-

Nurging Home Cameras; Xuguring the Safety of Loved Ones

Sprimgfield, IL — Work is under way ¥o spreod the word about & new secwiity measure fhat ean improve safety conditions
for nurging-home residents in Mlinois, A new law goes info offect Jam, 1 that establishes the vight of residents of nursing
favilitiey to purchase and use on olectronic moutioring deviee fhut can record or hroadesst audio and video, Comments
from Govarde Cardonas (canDUILNAS), eommunteations mauager, AARP Iingis.

Intro: Family and friends of nursing-home residents in Hlinois soon will be able to have additional peace of
mind in knowing that their Joved ones are receiving adequate care. A niew state law takes effect January 1 that
allows residents at mursing homes fo fnstall surveillance cameras, Cerardo Carderms with A-A-R-P Tlinois
says the Illinols Department of Public Health recstves about 19 thousand complaints of abuse and neglest
gach year from people vesiding in Jong-term care facilities, ‘

Cot 45249 113 "Teveay oritieal to have someshing in place that allows nursing home resideni(s) 1o feol that they've
sqfe its their rootn. That they're belng monitored ard that abuses and neglect will be racorded and veporied.”

Tag: AARP is working to educate residents about the law's provisions, Cardenas says before deciding to
install a camera, consent is required from the resident and his or her roommate and 4 sigh must be posted
outside the room to alert staff, residents and vigitors of the camera, He adda that it 13 the responsibility of the
patient or the family fo pay for the costs of the device, and the facility 1s not required to provide fmternet
setvice for streaming video. While the law beging at the start of 2016, the Department of Public Heatth has an
additional 60 days to pravide a consent form for residents,

He

Second Cut: The department also will publish guidelines for the cameras, but Cardenas suggests interested
families go ahead and begin researching their options,

Cut 46249 315 "They need to look for equipment that firs thefr budgel, of course, but also fils the provisions. It
must be visible; it must be installed in @ certain position in the room, Forturately there are nany. many opiions ouf
there that fii different kinds of budigets becanss the costs will fall upon them, *

Tag. The law alyo states that the facility cannot retaliate or disoriminate against 4 resident with a camers, and
employees are forbidden to tamper with an installed device without a resident’s permission. Cardenay says
any violations are subject to a misdemeanor or flony charge depending on the cirewmatances,

OFTTONAL REPORTLER WRADP: ndos firgd dstiundﬁitc(s)
LEAD: Family and friends of nursing-home restdents in Hlinols soon can be able to have additional peace of mind in
knowing that thoir loved ones ave recelving adequate case. Miny Schyermann explaing,

Cuut d7249 107 Quicue..Mary Sehuermana reporting,

Note to Editors: Reach Cardenng at 312-458-3609. More information is availalle at http/states.anep.org/IL,.
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October 5, 2015 ' Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Museum Hoping to Change Attitudes Over Public Honsing in Ilineis

Chiﬁﬁgﬂ, 1L ~ A now oxhiblt & ained at changing how people view publis Tousing in Tineds, The National Public
Housing Musemm In- Clhicage worked with teens Bylng in the cHy™ pablic housing demlﬁpmanm to help tell dioir
gtovigs, Comments from Museum Curator Todd Palnier,

Inmiro: A Chicago tuseum is hoping its latest exhibit will help change hearts and minds when it comes to
public housing, Over the weekend, the National Public Housing Mussum unveiled its "We, Next Door”
project, Mussum Curator Todd Palmer says they co-created i with a group of Chicago teens who are
growing up In the city’s public housing developments,

Cut 48249 112 T ihink one of'the guestions the youmg people gol 1o 1y why 15 the person that owns or that pays
mrkat ."are pent somehow more valued in society than those that might need a bit of fzeip? "

Tag: Together they created an interactive experience fitled with photos, collagtw !:‘d‘id interviews, which
Pulmer saya should provoks a conversation about the role pubili¢ housing plays in thommnds of people’s lives,

Second Cut: 1t all part of a latger showoase called “House Housing.” That portion of the exhibit is focused
on how architecturs and real estate development literally shape the world around us, and not always for the
better. Palmer®s hope is that the “We, Next Door” project will add a creative critique to that conversation,

Cut 49240 B9 "So, somehow there’s a sense that the peaple of public of housing are fudlures, and 1 think ihis
exhibit, if anything, reqlly pushes hard against thet {dea,”

Third Cui; According to the latest numbers from the Center on Budget and Poliey Priorities, more than
54,000 families across Ilinols use federal public housing assistance, Most ars working families, many with
hﬂdl en or disabled or elderly members. With the exhibit, Palmer’s looking to put & more human faeﬁ on

- those public housing rannbers.

Cut 80249 112 “Wa reduce the peoply in it to stetistios and sumbans amd crime figures. T think thae bringtng these
ning tndividual stories forward, we hope change how we consider these deserving titizens,”

Tag: The “House Housing” and “We, Next Toor” exhibits will run in Chicago oW through January 3rd,
2016, .

OFTTONAT, REFDRTER WIRAT: naes frst soundhite(s)
LEAD: A Chicago museum is hoping ifs latest exhibit will help change heatts and minds when i cotmes fo public
hmmng Brandon Camphel! hag moxe.

Cht 51249 132 Cutene., T Bromdon Campbell veporting,

Note to Edktors: Todd Palmey, curator Nattonal Public Housing Musewr 646-245-0259; CBPY Hﬁusingﬂ
Study httpt/bitly/IENJC2 uy House Houvging http://bitly/11503¢D

{Page 2 of 2
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Qctober 1,20135 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Federal Stop Gap Exacerbafes Iinois' Money Problenis
Watchidegs: Btate needs new solutions

Speinglield, IL - Bven with a federal stop-gap budgot in place, exports say Iinols' money problems could get worse,
With noe end in sight fo o four-month stnte budget Impasse, citizen watchdogy hope the debate will open fo new
soluttons, Commrents from Jasmine Tucker, vesearelier with Natlonal Priorities Project and Ralph Martive
{mar-TEER-00), exoeutive diveetor of the Conter for Tax and Budget Ageomttabillfy.

Intro: A stop-gep federal budget won't take Iflinois’ state agencies out of limbo anytime soon, Today kicks
off the fourth month of a budget impasse in Springfield. Jasmine Tucker, a senior researcher with the
National Priorities Project, says abouf a third of every state’s services are tied to-federal dollars.

Cut 38249 108 "Come January through the vess of the fisoal vear they have no idea what the Jinding fevel's
going to look like, 8o, agein, we 're coming aeainst this sort of bad business, bad budgeiing practices, "

Tag: The combination of state and federal budget problems have eft some of Hinois vital services slughed,
with others hanging by a thread. -

Second Cut: lilinols’ Democrat-led logislature is continuing to butt heads with Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner over how fo fix the state’s nearly $9 billion budget problem, While lawmakers aigue, Ralph Martire,
executive director of the Chicago-based Center for Tax and Budget Accountability says thousands of Hlinoig
familicy are being huri,

Cut 39249 110 "We in Lifinols litgrally don’t have the oapacity to pravide thase cove services fhat are driven by
demographic needs. That's veally not an accepiable place to be.* :

Third Cut: Martire suggests several changes can be made to help dig Hiinois out of its financial mess, such as
expanding the state salos-tax bage to Inelude more of the servics industry,

Cut 40249 114 "Right now, services make up 72 peveent of Hlinvis’ economy, and services are what e don't fax
witl onr sales fax. What we do tax i the sale of goods, well that's only 17 percent of owt economy, Of the 45 states
with a sales 1, we have ahsoluialy fhe most-navw hase in the eonniry. " e

Tag 2; Other ideas include taxing some retivement income and bumping up the state tncome tax, Martive says
many of those ideas have at least some bipartisan support in the state logislature.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uges second sounhite(s)
LEAD: Bven with » federal stop-gap budget in place, sxperts say Iflinois' mongy problems eovld get worse. We get
more from Brandon Campbell, 00 S :

Cour 41249 ;28  Outoue., I'm Brandon Campball reporting,

Note to Editors: Fasmine Tueker gt 240-529.4158; iialph Myrtive uf 312-332-1049, CTBA's repurt on budget
suggestions http:/oitly/1PORPDe d

{Page 2 of 2)
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October 14, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

ACLU: Transgender stcrnmlﬁh&uﬁﬂ%m% fat Tinois Schooel Could Have National
ects

Chicage, IL - A saburban Chicago school distriet is butting heads with federal anthorities now that it is denying locker
room aceess fo a franggender student who idenfifies as female, A civil vights group says the batile could effect sehool
policies across the conntry. Comiments from John Knight, divector of the LGBT and HIV Project af the ACLU of Illinois.

Intro; A Chicago-area transgender student who identifies as female is again being denied access to a school
locker room by district officials. That’s even though the federal Department of Education ordered the school
to give her full access to the girl’s locker room. John Knight with the ACLU of Illinois says the district is
clearly discriminating against the student,

Cut 64249 112 "This is the first the Department of Education has ruled on g case of Whis sort, and they are the
experts and theiv determination that this is a violation of federal law should have an impact nationally.”

Tag: The student, whose name has 1ot been released, first raised a complaint over District 211 with the
federal goverment about a year and a half ago. The district is arguing that it’s protecting the school's other
students’ right to privacy by giving the transgender student her own changing roon,

Second Cut; Knight says she and other transgender students across the country are already facing undue
hardshipa, like bullying and being ostracized at school,

Cut 65249 :06 "4 palicy ke Dispict 211°s iy something thut places these vilnerable students in even greater
risk of harm."

Third Cut; So far the Department of Education hasn’t made any public comments on the issﬁe, but Knight
says it’s likely the department could soon force the school to follow the federal civil rights mandate.

Cut 66249 ;11 "What the department’s asfing for is fair ond equad treatiment for owr client and the school has
absolitely vefused to do so, thal wouald wean she s given the same options thaf the other girls ave given.”

Tag: If the school district continues to deny the transgender student full locker room access it could lose *
about $6 million in federal funding.

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAP: uses first smmdhfte(s) *
LEAD: A suburban Chicago school district is butting heuds with federal authorities now that it is officially denying a
federal order to give locker room access to a transgender student. A civil rights group says the batile could end up
affecting schools across the country.

Cut 67249 148 Outove. I'm Brandon Campbell reporting

Note to Editors: John Kuight, ACLU - 312-201-9740 x335; ACLU press release httﬁ;?/bit.ly/leASFD




FOCUS 10/25/2015
Fighting breast cancer one stroke ot a time.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison, Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. (START PRAIRIE DRAGON PADDLERS INTERVIEW)

IN; “So, October is...”
QUT: “... for having us.”
Taking u healthy stand at work. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Employees with sit-stand desks stood
60 minutes more — and walked an additional six minutes — per day at work compared with co-workers
with conventionol desks, according to a new study by the University of lowa. The study found workers
continued using the new desks even after they had lost their novelty. Brandon Campbell from illinois
News Connection has more, (START SIT-STAND SEGMENT)

IN: “A new study...”

OUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

The work of three photographers is being used to help preserve an environmentally fragile area of
egstern Lake Michigan that is also being eyed for real estate development. The Environmental Law and
Policy Center is hosting the Scenes from Saugatuck exhibit in Chicago, which highlights the beauty of the
Saugatuck Dunes in Michigan. (START PRESERVE SEGMENT)

IN: “A Chicago art...”
OUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”
Measuring Chicago’s diesel poliution problem. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. As Chicago continues to grapple with
higher than average rates of asthma, an environmental law group is trying to figure out just how much
diesel pollution is affecting parts of the city. The group, along with the Respiratory Health Association,
has been using an air monitor to keep an eye out for dangerous diesel particulates, which can lead to
serious ilinesses. Brandon Campbell from Hiinois News Connection reports. (START DIESEL SEGMENT)

IN: “Trying to pet...”

QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

As manufacturing jobs continue to be cut across the country, our state seems to be one of the hardest-hit
in the nation. But, as part of Manufacturing Month here in lllinois, local businesses and groups are trying
to change that trend.

IN: “lNinois is one...”
QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

LS

And that’ll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this weel’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
marning.




QOur Mission:

Prairie Dragon Paddlers inspire hope and contribute to health and
well being by providing community, recreation and encoutagement

for breast cancer surviviors through dragon boating.

You do NOT need to be athletic, young, ot have a history with sports to be in the boat. You only need
the desire to try something new! The beauty of dragon boating is that just about anyone can do it. It is
not how strong or skilled you ate. It is all about how well you paddle in time with your neighbors. The

boat will not go unless we are all paddling together. Teamwork is the key.

Thete are 22 péople, total, in a dragon boat, which is comprised of 20 paddlers (10 rows of 2 per seat),

a steerperson in the back and a drummer in the front,

Breast Cancer Dragon Boat teams are all
over the world now and offer hope and a

floating support group for quality of life

Try us out for free. And Oh...bring a smile...
it will prepare you for the laughs ahead!

Not a breast cancer sutvivor and want to participate? Absolutely! Our "Prairie Partners” are a network

of friends, family and people who love to paddle and support the team.

Visit us on the web at www.prairiedragonpaddlers.org

or contact us at prairiedragonboat@gmail.com
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Taking a Healthy Stand at Work |

Springfietd, 1L — Employees with sit-stand desks stood 60 minntes more - snd walked an additional six minutes — per day
at work compared with cooworkers with conventional desks, sccording to a new study by the Universify of Town. The
study found workers continued using the new desks atfer they had logt their novelty. Comments from Lucas Carr,
nssistant professor and member of thie Obesity Resenrch and Edacation lnitiative, University of Iowa.

Intro; A new study suggests that employees with desks that force them to stand at regular intervals stood 60
minytes more per work day than co-workers with regolar desks. Lucas Carr, an asyistant professor who
worked on the study at the University of Towa, says sitting eight hours a day puts workers at risk for
cardiovascular disease, high blood pressure and diabetes ~ and becomes more of an issue with eaoh passing
year, |

Cut 68249 13 "The idea here s to really redesign the work gnviromment, because most of us will be working for
anywhere betwean 20 and 30 years. So if somebody fs sitting for 40 hours a week and for 30 years, you can imugine
how those things would build up."

Tag: Carr says doctors now recornmend that workers take a break from sitting at their desks to get their blood
fowing at least once an hour. He adds that re-configuring work spaces could play a big role in fighting the
obesity epldemic in the U-S. The study found employees with sit-stand desks burned up to 87 more calories a
day — and walked an additional six minutes at work — than their sitting counterparis,

¥ heop

Second Cut; Carr says the stady focused on workers who had been using sif-stand desks for an average of
one-polnt-eight years, He says, unlike an exercise bike that ends up collecting dust in the garage, workers
continged vsing the new desks even after they had lost their novelty. Carr says if'you can't convinee your boss
to buy everyone a newfangled desk, there still are ways you can short circuit the negative impacts of sitting all
day,

Cut 69249 $10  "One thing thae I even vecommend is for people just to drink more water. And by doing that, you
know, it's a narural veminder for you to gel up and ger away from your desk every 45 v 3) minutes and go (o the
restroon.”

Tag: Carr says sedentary jobs have risen 83 percent since 1960 and now account for 43 percert of afl jobs in
the 1J-8. He says on average office workers sit more than 80 percent of the work day. So the next time your
boss asks why you're not sitting at your desk? "Sosry, doctor's orders.”

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAP: uses first soundbife(s)
LEAD: Office workers have an easier way to burn some exira calories and avoid the health risks of silting all day
just by standing up, Brandon Campbell has more.
Cut 70249 150 Ouicue...I'm Brandon Cammpbell reporting

Note to Editors: Report at htip://goo.g/ M6RER? - Reach Carr at (563) 468-9420.

b 0 il A b
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Photographers Aim to Preserve Parts of Lake Michigan

Chicago, 1L - The work of three phofographers is being used to help preserve an environmentally fragile ared of castern
Lake Michigan that is also being eyed for real estate development, 'The Environmental Law and Policy Center i hosting
the Scenes from Saugatuck exhibit in Chicago, which highlights the beanty of the Sangatuck Dunes in Michigan,
Conments from Brad Klein, senior attorney at ELPC, snd Evin Willdnge, photographer,

Intro; A Chicago art exhibit opens today (Wednesday) and it is focused on capluring the beauty of an
ecologically sensitive area on Lake Michigan. Brad Klein, senior attormey with the Environmental Law and
Policy Center, says the center is showcasing the photos of three artists to help bring attention fo a section of
land near the Saugatuck Dunes in Michigan. A real estate developer is considering some of that land for
residential properties. 1000

Cut 74249 106 "If you allow this find of developmient in such a critical area, you really threaten to kind of kill the
goose that laid the golden egg.”

'I'ag: Klein says the local economy in Sangatuck relies in part on the natural beauty of the dunes to draw in
touriats, and that the real estate development could put that at risk. The photos, featuring natural scenes of the
dunes, will be on display at the Environmental Law and Policy Center in downtown Clhicago,

Seeond Cut, Klein says the Great Lakes ate a treasure for the area and all Midwesterners should feel a
common putl 10 protect the areas around them,

Cut 75249 111 "One of the things that's exciting abowt tis exhibit, fo be able o come tn and see fhese photos
that post wnderstand e just a stone's throw from Chicago and vight on the Iake that we see everyday, really kind of
brings it home."

Third Cut: One of the exhibit's photographers, Frin Willkinson, admits there s an economic argument to be
made in favor of developing real estate near the dunes. But she also says undeveloped spaces, Tike the dunes,
provide people with more than economic benefits.

Cut 76249 115 "I also pulls a fot of tourism from the Chicugo area, because this side of the lake somehow is a
slower pace and a more wanguil feel and 1 think that is due to the lack of developmens; that we have this precious
Jewel of the lake and the dunes.”

ag: Speakers from the Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance will kick off the Scenes from Saugatuck exhibit
tonight. To see the gallery you cah RSVP with Environmental Law and Policy Center.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: A Chicago att exhibit opens today (Wednesday) and it's focused on capturing the beauty of an secologically
sonsitive area on Lake Michigan that's also being eyed for real estate development. Brandon Campbell has more.

Cut 77249 :37  Qutgue.. 'm Brandon Campbell veporting

Note to Bditors; Brad Klein, ELPC - 312-795.3746; Erin Wilkinson, photographer 616-990-1817; Exhibit
site: hitp://bitly/ThQX7hi




¥ 10718720156 20:29 - WIXY-FM 171

Hlinois News Connection
A statewide news service for Tllinois
Producer: Brandon Canipbell, 4064 N. Lincoln Ave. #231, Chicago, 1L, 60618 Ph: 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1830 E—maﬂ

meg@newssarvice.org

MEDIA PRODUCTS ONLINE: wwiw.newsservice.org Your Web Account ID is: INC-249
Sound Files on the Phone: (888) 600-9800, ID Code: 29

October 19,2015 Available files: mp3 wav

Measuring Chicage's Diesel Pollution Problem

Chicago, 1L = As Chicago continnes to grapple with higher than average rates of asthma, an enavirommental law group is
frying to figure out just how much diesel poltation iy affecting parts of the city, The grouy, along with the Respiratory
Bealth Association, has been using an air monitor to keep an eye ont for dangerous diesel particulates, which can lead to
sorious ilnesses, Counenis from Susan Myudd, seniar policy advocate, Envivonmental Law aad Pelicy Center.

Intro: Trying to geta handle on how much diesel pollution is being pumped fnto the air by Chicago’s cars,
trains and trucks is serious work. Over the Jpast few months, an air monitor has been set up in popular pubhc
places, like the Shedd Aquarium; and also in Chicago nmghbmhoods like Pilsen, which until a few years ago
was home to one of the dirtiest coal power plants in the country. Susan Mudd, senior policy advocate with the
Environmental Law and Policy Center, says the focus has moved from coal to diesel pollution to help assess
the risk.

Cut 71249 08  "Diesel pollution is very dangerous jor people’s health; it iy linked with asthma, COPD, it's even
linked with some cancers.”

Tag: The federal EPA tried to colleot data on diesel pollution in Hlinois 4 few years ago, but those samples
were deemed unusable, Mudd says her group's project is too narrow 1o replace the ERA's work. but she hopes
it will give people an idea of bow and where diesel emissions are affecting residents,

B

Second Cat: Later this vear, when they are done collecting air santples, Mudd says a chemist will ryn through

the numbers, That will help identity diesel poliution hotspots,

Cut 72249 14 "The other important reason for us to have a monitor is to help cifizens fearn abow iy pollution,
and over tme hopefilly figuring out things thar can be done to veduce the asthima.and other health problems
associated with diesel poltution in Chicago.”

Tag: Diesel pollution is not known to canse asthma, but it can make the problem worse. Compared to the
preceding fow years, the CDC says asthma rafes, especially among children, are at a new high.

L

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF; uses firgt soundbite(s)
LEAD: Trying to get a handle on how tuch diesel pollution is being pumped into the air by Chicago’s cars, frains
and trucks is serious work. As Chicago continues to grapple with high rates of asthma, an environmental law group s
frying to figure out just how much diesel emissions are affecting parts of the city. Brandon Campbell has more.

Chit 73249 250 Outecue.. I'm Brandon Campbell veporting.

Note to Editors: Susan Mudd, Envivenmental Law and Policy Center 312-795-3722; CDC asthma data
ttp/1,usa,.gov/irm7iKi

il e
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Mlinois Manufacturers Seeing Job Logses, Pushing for Reforms

Ag manufacturing jobs continue to be cut across the country, Illinois seems to be one of the hardest-hif states in the
nation. Buf, a8 part of Manufacturing Month in Illinois, local businessey and groups are trying to change that irend,
Comments from Mark Denzler (DENS-ler), vice president, Minois Manufacturers' Association,

Intro: lilinois is one of the only states in the Midwest to have fost thousands of manufacturing jobs this year
alone. According to the Burean of Labor Statistics, Tllinois shed about 9,800 jobs while neighbors such as
Michigan have added thousands. Mark Denzler, vice president of the Illinois Manufacturers' Association, says
his group is working with dozens of Hllinois companies as part of Manufacturers Month to stir up interest in

these careers.

Cut 60240 ;12 "We confinue fo provide the largest shave of flie gross state product, and so. while there's a lot of
Jfoiks that think menufacturing's denise is well under way, it continues o be an economic powerhouse and a vital cog
in the Hlinois economy.” )

'Tag: Many of those companies and even several ities are hosting events, including today in Elk Grove. The
fown is hosting its third Manufacturing and Technology Expo, which will showease locally made high-tech
products.

Second Cut: Denzlor says while Illinois s lagging behind in job growth in these industries, the state still is
home to some of the best-paying high-tech manufacturing jobs in the country, Denzler also suggests that jobs
like these are important for the state's middle class,

Cut 61249 210 “They average about $70.000 per year with bengfits and pay, Manyfacturing jobs are fhe ppes of
Jobs that allow somebody o support a family, put kids through college.”

Third Cat: $o, what can be done about Iiinois' precipitous manufacturing job losg? Denzler says the llinois
Manufacturers Association is pushing state lawmakers to consider a broader tax base with fower rates.

Cut 62249 108 “We think there’s a Tor of things that can be dowe on 1ax veforn, ‘and we cevtainly think that
looking uf u sales tax on services is one of things that showld be under discussion.”

Tag: A recent report from a watchdog group, the Center on Tax and Budget Accountability, says the service
industry makes up about 72 percent of Iilinois' economy, but it's not taxed. Denzler claims a move to change
that could help bring more manufacturing jobs to the state.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF: uses first soundbite(s) )
LEAD: As part of Manufacturing Month in Illinois, local businesses and groups are frying to change the frend of
serious job losses this year, More from Brandon Campbell.

Cut 63249 48 Ouicue...I'm Brandon Campbell reporting.

Note to Editors; Mark Denzler, Hlinols Manufacturers Association 630-368-5300; CTRA Report
http://bitly/ 141 Bzz :




FOCUS 11/1/2015 -~ /// 5/// <

Processed foods linked to addiction.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison, Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs, Ever wonder why you can't eat just one potato chip?
Turns out you can blame science. Numerous bodies of research suggest processed foods trigger opiate
receptors in our brains that can trigger over eating, or even substance abuse in those prone to addiction.
Brandon Campbell from Hlinois News connection has more. (START FOOD ADDICTION SEGMENT)

IN: “While many of...”

QUT: “... ¥'m Brandon Campbell.” .

New numbers show llfinois Is one of several states where the rate of uninsured children dropped in 2014.
A new report released from the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families finds that lifinois
and other states that expanded their Medicoid programs, fared best. (START UNINSURED SEGMENT)

IN: “lllinois 1s doing...”
OUT: “... m Brandon Campbell.”
it’s never too early to prepare for tax season, That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus., I'm station news director Sarah Addison. It's never too early to prepare for tax
season, and the AARP Foundation is looking for volunteer accountants in lllinois. The group is signing up
people who are interested in helping with their free tax assistance program. Brandon Campbell from
lliinois News Connection reports. {START EARLY TAX PREP SEGMENT)

IN: "Trying to get..."

QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

On Thursday the F-C-C put caps on the amount phone companies can charge inmates and their famifies
to make calls. Starting next vear the rates will go from as high as a dollar @ minute down to as fow gs 11
cents. (START PRISON CALLS SEGMENT)

IN: “Expensive phone calls...”
QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”
~ Juvenile justice reform, That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Hundreds of professionals who work
with young people attended a conference about the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, calfed
JDAL IDA} is in 39 states, including Hllinois, and the goal is to keep children out of the juvenile justice
system. Mary Schuermann from Hlinois News Connection reports. (START JUVIE JUSTICE SEGMENT)

IN: “You don’t have...”

“OUT: “.. llinois News Connection.”
State advocates warn that President Obarna’s new international trade deal could hurt state jobs and
public health. The Trans-Pacific Partnership could end up driving some state jobs overseas and raise the
price of some medicines. Brandon Campbell from iflinois News Connection has more. (START TPP
SEGMENT.)




And that'll do it for this weel’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any guestions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison —News Director, 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning. '




7 1072972045 20:00 < WIXY-FM 171

Ilineis News Connection
A statewide news service for Illinois
Produsar: Brandon Catnpbell, 4064 N, Lincoh: Ave. #231, Clicago, 1L, 60618 Ph: 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1330 E-mail:
inc@newsservice.org

MEDIA FRODUCTS ONLINE: www.newsservice.org Your Web Account ID is: INC-249
Sound Files on the Phone: (888) 600-9800, ID Code: 29

October 30,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Food Experts: Processed Foods Linked to Addiction

Springfield, IL - Ever wonder why vou can't eat just one poiato chip? Turns ont you can blame science, Numerous bodiey
of research snpgest processed foods trigger opinte receptors in our braing that can trigger over enting, or even substance
abuse in those prone to addiction, Comments from Keith Kantor, nutritionist and anthor of the hook, "What Matters™,

Intro; While many of us are still digesting the news that the comfort and convenience foods of bacon and
lunch meat could cause cancer ~ according to the World Health Organization - some experts also say
processed foods can play a role in addiction. After studying mutrition and addiction for 30 years, Keith Kantor
has observed a diet high in processed foods can contribute fo substance abuse or relapses for recovering
addicts,

Cut 88249 15 "All we really did was tramsfer the addiction from the drugs or the aleohol io something else like
sugar or caffeine, which gives them the same highs and lows that they give from the dvug by raising and lowering in
most cases theip sugar lavel "

Tag: Kantor says processed foods can trigger the same opiate receptors in the braing of people who are not
addicts. Tn those cases, grabbing o handfil of candy com or other simple carbohydrates can frigger the brain
to demand more of the sugar high that comes from eating those foods,

Second Cut; Kantor explaing that sugars trigger a boost of doparing ih your-brain, which impacts your
brain's pleasure and reward system. Refined sugar sparks a high release of dopamine beoause it's digested into
the body quickly. While it might be difficult to eliminate all processed foods and simple sugars from your
diet, Kantor says it's inportant to at least understand the impact of grabbing a handful of candy,

Cut 89249 15 “So they want 1o stay away from sugar, ghiten as much as you can becanse they're going fo
sitmidete the opiate recepiors and it will cause them 1o et more and {f they're trying not fo dyring the holidayy there's
lots of liede wicks that you can do during the holidays to not eat more and eat healthy. "~

Tag: Nutritionists suggest increasing thé npmber of whole grain foods, fruits and vegetables in your diet o
improve health and achieve weight loss if that is your goal.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uses tirst soundbite(s)

LEAD: While many of us are still digesting the news that the comfost and convenience foods of bacon and lunch

meat could cause cancer - according to the World Health Organization - some expetts also say provessed foods can

play 4 role in addiction. Brandon Campbell has mare on wha that means for everyone as we approach Halloween,
Chi 90249 :41  Cutoue.. Brandon Campbell reporting,

Note to Kditors: Reach Kantor through Molly Robinson at (404) 380-107900
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Report: Winois Has Fewer Uningured Children, But Cook County Needs Work

Chieago, T8 - New numbers show Ilinois is one of several states where the rate of nainsursd children dropped in 2014. A
new report released today from the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families fiuds that Illinols and other
states that expanded fheir Medicaid programs, Taved best, Comments from Kathy Waligors (wall-ub-GOR-uh), Divector
of Health Reform Tnitiative at BverThrive Tilinoisy snd Joan Alker, Execntive Director af fle Center for Childven and
Familics, Geargetown University Health Policy Institaie.

Intro; Tllinois is doing better than most states when it comes to children's health insurance coverage. A new
report released today from: the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families shows Illinois' rate of
urinsured children dropped more than 20 percent from 2013, Kathy Waligora with EverThrive lllinois credits
both Hlinois' decision to expand Medicaid coverage and the state's All Kids program for helping more young
people get access to insurance.

Cut 84249 114 "Health insurance has bees showy to be a good relurn on governinent invesunent; K shows higher
earnings, o lower Bkelthood to drop owl of high school, they do better as adults. We're happy that Wlinols has
commitied to kids and is setting owrselves wp Jor a stronger futire,"

Tag: As for the rest of the couniry, the number of uminsured children dropped to & historic low of six percent
fast year, The report notes that much of that is due to changes under the Affordable Care Act, including
Medicaid expansion. : '

Second Cut: Joan Alker, executive director of the Center for Children and Families, says states that chose to
expand fheir Medicaid coverage saw the biggest drops.

Cut 85249 109 "We found nearly double the rate of decline in uninsured kids tht accepted the Medicaid
expansion option, even though these stutes alveady had fewer yninsured kids to begin with.”

Third Cut: The report also lists Cook County, home to the Chicuago area, 4s having the tenth highest rate of
uninsured children out of all the counties in the country. Waligora says many ared parents who are living at or
near the poverty line, may not realize their children are eligible for insurance.

Cut 86249 08 "In=person assistance really makes the bigges: difference for low-income communities and for
communities of color, and that's where we sill have a lot gains to be made in children's coverage.”

Tag 2: Waligora suggests that Llinois' next steps should inehude more outreach and education on the available
health insurance programs in those communities, o

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Iifinois is doing better than most states when it comes to children's health insurance coverage. Brandon
Campbell has mote on some tiew data. '

Cat 87249 W47 Culene..I'm Brandon Campbell veporting.

Note to Edjtors: Joan Alleer, Geargetown Universigy 202-784-4075; Knthy Waligors, EverThrive Hiinois
312-763-2389: The report: hitp:/ecfgeorgetaown.edu/
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Tax Prep Volunteers Needed in Hlinois

Springfield, 1L - I's never too eariy to prepare for tax season, and the AARP Foundation is Iooking for volnnfeer
acconntonis in INinois. The group is signing up people who are interested in helping with their free fax assisiance
program,. Comments from Gerarde Cardenas, AARE Tllinols spokesman.

Intro: If you've got good math and accounting skills and wait to help out those who don't, the AARP
Foundation is looking for 1llinols volunteers for its annual Tax-Aide program, This is the 48th year AARP is
providing the service. Gerardo Cardenas, with AARP Tllinois, says they get starfed early so they can have
plenty of time to get trained with the TRS. And they're not just looking for accountants. 1010 30T

Cut 81249 13 "Bused on shill level, that is how we determine who geis to be a tx preparer. But also jolks who
. provide individuals who approach the center with basic information. We're Tooking fbi“ bilingual individuals who can
help,” S

Tag: Cardenas says no prior experience is needed, but it helps, If you're laokmg to volunteer you can find
more information at "AARP Jot ORG stash TAX ATDE,"[1[100

Second Cut; More than a thousand volunteers jodned up in Ilinois last year to help about 83,000 people get
their taxes in order, all for free, Cardenss says anyone who is 4 low- to moderate-income egrner can use the
sorvice. He also says it saves people hundreds of dollars in tax preparation fees. Volunteers have helped U.S,
taxpayess get back a total of one-point-three bitlion dollars in tax refinds.

Cut 82249 10 "You're going 1o be working with volunteers that ave friendly, they're helpfil and that have been
trafned and cerfified by the IRS so that yow know that you're in good hands,”

Tag: By the time tax season kicks off carly next year, Cardenas says AARP Tax-Aide volunteers will be
stationed at more than 200 sites across llinois, inchuding libraries and sehior centers,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF: uses first soundbite(s) i
LEAD: If you've got good math and accounting skills and want to help out those who dos't, the AARP Foundation is
looking for Illinois volunteers for its annual Tax-Aide program. Reporter Brandon Campbﬁ]l has more.

Cut 83249 :35  Outcus..I'm Brandon Campbell veporting.

Note to Editors; Gerardo Cardenas, AARP Hlinois 312-458-3609. More infqrmatiq‘in af
htip:/’www.aarp.org/taxaide
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October 23, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Pricey Prison Phone Calls Stashed by FCC

Springfield, 1L - On Thursday the F-C-C put caps on the stmount phone compauies can clﬁu'ge inmates aud their fimilies
fo make calls, Starting next year the rates wilt go from s high as u dollar a minute down to a8 low as 11 centy, Comment
from Aleks Kajstura, (alex kadge-TOUR-ub) legal divectoy of the Prison Policy Initiative.

Intro; Expensive phone calls fo and from prison inmates in Iflinois will soon be a thing of the past. On
Thursday, the Federal Communications Commission voted to cdp rates and fees starting next year. The FCC
also strongly discouraged the providers® practice of paying commissions to the prison facility in exchange for
the phone service contract. Critics have been calling these fees kickbacks, Aleks Kajstura with the Prison
Policy Initiaiive says the existing prison phone rates are outrageous. :

Cui 78249 :17  "Theve was 1o cap on how much they were charging, so they were charging peaple a dollar «
minnte, There were programs that charged 13 dollars flat rate per call. You cotld talk just for two minutes and sifll be
charged 15 dollars. There were all soris of fees tucked on, on rop of those phone rates. Costing ten dollars just to add
to the accownt so you could make the call,”

Tag: The latest research from the Prison Phone Justice group shows that fast year families in THinois who
called inmates paid the highest fees in the couniry - about 13 million dollars. That's almost twice what
families in the next state on the list, Pennsylvania, paid that year.

Second Cut: Kajstura says phone calls are a lifeline especially for inmates in parts of rural Illinois, where
families may have to drive hundreds of miles to visit in person. And she notes, this change could save
prisoniers’ families hundreds of doliars a month, :

Cut 79249 113 “dnd of cowrse it's unfair to make the least able in our socigty pay the mos! Jor keeping in conlact
with their loved ones. All of society benefits when families keep in touch. It redices recidivism i the end.”

Tag 1: 'The issue hag been on the B-C-C’s plate for a decade. Four phone servic companies dominate the
prison market. They have called this a business-ending event and are threatening to sue the £-C-C.

QPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD:; Expensive phone calls to and from prison inmates in Tllinois will soon be a thing of the past, On Thursday
the Federal Commurications Commission voted to cap rates and fees starting next year, Reporter Brandon Campheli
has more,

Cut 80249 147 Quicue.. J'm Brandon Campbell

Note to Editors: Kajstura ean be reached via Peter Wagner at (413) 961-0002; Prisbit Phone Justice IL Data
Iitp://bit.ly/TW7huor -
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September 29, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Juvenile Justice Reforms Top of Mind at National Conference

Spriuglield, IL~Hundredy of professionsls who work with young people ave in Arizona this weeli for a conference about
tiw Juvenile Detention Aliernatives Initiative, called JDAE JDAT s in 39 states, including Hlinois, and the goal is to keep
childven out of the juvenile justive gystem, Comments front Nate Balis (BAY-liss), divecior of the Juvenile Justice Sfrafugy
Group at the Avnie E, Tagey Foundniion, which sponsors the event,

Intre: You don’t have to lock up young people to reduce juvenile crime, It’s & change in thinking that’s
spread across the counbry with the Juvenile Detetion Alternatives Initiative, referred to as J-D-A-L
Professionals who work with young people are in Arizona this week to discuss the successes of the program -
witich is in place in nine Tlinois jurisdictions, and 38 other states. Casey Foundation Juvenile Justice Strategy
Group director Nate Balis says the program came about after decades of documented abuse in juvenile
detention centers and disparities regarding which youths were being locked up.

Cut 32249 ;14 "Bnsuring thet it's done equitably in terms of gender, and poriicularly vace and ethnicity, and
making sure that young people who are In deiention ave in environments tha ave saft and that they're there for the
shortest cmannt of vime. " v

Tag: The conference will also include a discussion on closing all youth prisons because of widespread
maltreatment. The Casey Foundation sponsors the confererice,

Second Cut: Balis says J-1-A-l sites have seen. reductions in daily juvenile detention populations, and
declines in detention sentencings = both by at feast 40 percert. Additiorlly, he says public safety is still top
of mind. . |

Cat 33249 108 "Ir's been accomplished withowl any harm 1o public safely, and 15 fact i we look aoross sites, we
see juvenile crime down by almost half since they started JDAL"

Tag: One focus of the conference is ending solitary confinement, a8 ressarch hﬁ;{ shown it is demaging to
young people — and teens have even died in sueh situations, Hlinois banned the use of solitary confinement for
juveniles in the state sarlier this year,

OPTTONAL REPORTER WRAP; usog fivst stundbite(s) _
LEAL: You don’t have to lock up young people to reduce juvenile crime. 1t's a change it thinking fhat’s spread
actosy the coundty with the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Inifiative, reforred to as J-D-A-T, Profassionaly who work
with young poople are in Arizona this week to discuss the successes of the program, as well gs the challenges shead.
Mary Schuermann has the story. -

Coi 34249 41 Qutenn,. Schuermanm reporting.

Note to Editors: Nate Balis via Carol Abranst abrams.caroll@gmail.con, The conferonce runs through
Wednesday, Sept, 30, Conference agenda: hitpsi//zoo.gl986zn,
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Cctober 6, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Advocates: TPP Deal Counld Hurt Iflinois Jobs and Health

Chieago, 1L —~ Ilinoiy advoeates warn that President Obama’s new inferuntional frade deal could hurt state jobs and
public health. Tle Trans-Pacifie Parfueiship conld end np deiving some state jobs oversoas and raise the price of some
medicines, Convmenty rom Cuavson Starkey, executive director of the Minois Fair Trade Compaiga; and Jin Rodokfy,
WMidwost diveetor of National Nursed Unitod,

Intra: With the Trans-Pacific Partnership a step closer to becoming reality, some advocacy groups say the
trade deal could end up hurting some linois residents' jobs and health. In all, 12 countries, Including the
Uniited States, agieed Monduy on whet's being called the largest regional irade deal in history, Carson
Starkey, executive director of the Jliinois Fair Trade Campaign, says the deal was negotiated behind closed.
doors and claims that it1] mostly benefit large corporations at the expense of American workers.

Cut 52249 113 “If's an ncentive to force working people to fight each ather for the scraps on @ table. There's
nothing to stop Caterpiflay or GM or any other company bosed ta Wiinols fiom packing wp and moving to Vietnam, [f
they're golng to gei a better degl”

Tag: Starkey, along with groups such as Doctors Without Borders, also warn that the TP could drive up the
cost of what already are some of the world's most expensive drogs. These include some vaccines and
life~saving cancer freatments,

Second Cut; Jan Rodolfo, Midwest divector of National Nurses Uniled, says while there's still time for parts
of the agreement to change, a8 it starids now the people who rely on those drugs are not being prolected.

Cut 53249 112 “We should be providing uny additional protections 1o the phoracenticad indusiry, whefther heie
or elsewhere. As drugs are developed, they should be diswibuted as low cost avid as broadly as possible to those that
Heed Iregtment,”

Third Cut: Supporters of the deal claim the TPP will help keep the U.B. economy competitive with
international frade. But Rodolfo says some saly provisions in the deal could put public health in Hiinols at
risk, because they would allow companies to challenge the state’s environmental protections.

Cui 54249 {09 "You could see something lke that happening in inois. Tht we winld democratically regulee
something to protect public health and then have a corporation challeage our vight fo do. thar"

‘Tag: The final details of the TPP won’t be released for another month or so, and it still faces o vote by sach
country's government, inchuding the U5, Conpress,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite{s) ‘
LEAD: The Trans-Paoific Partnership 8 a step closer to becoming reality, but some trade seform  advocates in
Hlinois are wartting it could have bad effects on workets ih the state. Brandon Campball explaing,

Cht 55249 234 Ouieue. I Brondon Cantpbell veporting.

Note to Editors; Cavson Starkey, Minpis Fale Trade Coalition, 218-230-5299; Jan Rﬁﬂoifu, Nationsl Nurses
United 312-491-4900




FOCUS 11/15/2015
Scammers are torgeting our grandparents.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. 'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show dedicated
to a look at news, and public affairs. Scammers have been stealing money from grandparents In lilinois. A consumer
protection watchdog is warning senjors ta protect themselves from thieves pretending to be family members asking
for money. Brandon Campbell from lllinois News connection reports. (START GRANDPARENT SCAM SEGMENT)

IN: “Reports of a...”

OUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell”

With daylight saving time having just ended, o bike safety group is warning riders to take extra care during the
earlier night time hours. The Active Transportation Alliance recently released a new video highlighting the need for
bike lights. (START BIKE LIGHTS SEGMENT}

iN: “Now that daylight...”
QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campheil.”
Health insurance open enroflment is underway. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. The third annual three-month enrollment period
Jor health insurance on the federal marketplace has started, and Iflinois has an 11-percent uninsured rate. Brandon
Campbell from linois News Connection has more. {START OPEN ENROLEMENT SEGMENT)

IN: “If you need...”

OUT: “... I'm Brandon Campbell”

Chicago-area fast-food workers walked off their jobs this week to underscore their request that the presidential
candidates pay attention to their demands for a 515 hourly minimum wage. The Chicago strike was one of about
270 strikes ocross the country, o year before the presidential election, (START FF STRIKE SEGMENT)

IN: “Fast-food workers...”
OUT: “... Ym Brandon Campbell.”
Most affordable housing waitlists in the state are closed. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. [f you are among the many in the state who need
affordable-housing vouchers, you’re not alone in having o tough time even getting on a waiting list. A new study
from Housing Action llinois and Heartland Alliance shows almost three-quarters of the state's public-housing
authorities have closed waiting lists, This comes as Congress debates what will happen with federal public-housing
dollars tied to the notional budget. Brandon Campbell from lilinois News Connection hus more. (START
AFFORDABLE HQUSING WAIT SEGMENT)

IN: “Many Hlinois families...”

OUT: “... lllincts News Connection.”

A new report from a coalition of civil rights groups includes a scarecard of how body cameras are used by 25 police
departments nationally. It says the Chicago Police Department gets several things right, but the CPD also needs to

add rules prohibiting officers from tampering with their own footage, and end the practice of showing officers the

video before they write their reports. (START BODY CAMERA SEGMENT)

IN: “The Chicago Police...”
QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

PSAs
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And that'll do it for this week’s Focus, Thanks for joining us. if you have any questions or comments about this
week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director, 2603 West Bradley Avenue. Champaign, IL 61821, Or
emall me, news@illiniradio.cam. Focus will return same time next Sunday morning.
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November 9, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav ipg

Scammers Targeting Ilinols Grandparents

Chicage, 1L — Scammers have been stealing money from grandparents in Illinois, A consumer profection watchdog is
wayning seniors to protect themselves from thicves pretending (o be family members asking for money, Coniments from
Steve Bernsg, CEO of Chicago Better Business Burens,

Intro: Reports of a scam targeting senior citizens in the Chicago area have been on the rise recently.
According to the Better Business Bureau, the con involves someone who calls an elderly person pretending to
be a grandson or daughter and claiming they're in legal trouble and need bail money. Steve Bernas, president
of the Better Business Bureau of Northern iHlinois, says the thieves are preying on vulherable people,

Cut 17249 09 "Lastweek was an individuel who lost 81,800, basically was most of his Jife suvings lefi, fo get his
grandson ot of jatl, and his grandson was home sleeping.”

~

Tag: Bernas says nationally the number of reports of the grandparent scam, and others like it, have rigen from
12,000 to about 13,000 over the past'three years.

Becond Cut: Bernag notes that the scammers are likely uging social media sites, like Facebook, to find their
vietims. He says the grandson of one recent victim posted pictures of himself in Mexico and that's all it took,

Cut 18249 09 "The scam artisty saw thal, was able vo determing who the grandparenis were, found them
through the direciory assistance, And called the grandparents saying Thig s Johnny, I'n in Mexico, 1 got hurt, 1 need
hail mangy.™

Third Cut: Bernag claims the soam tends to work because seniors are more likely to angwer their phones than
vounger people who tend 1o rely on voicemails and text messages. Plus, by being pushy, the scam artist tries
-1o create a sense of urgency to confuge their victims, Bernas says don't fall for i,

Cut 19249 07  "What we always call the tip off to the ripofl’ is anybody valling you up saping you've got to pay
maney Within 30 minutes, that it's a scam, it's avipofl.”

Tag: The Better Business Bureau advises that if you get a calf like that, the best thing to do is to hang up and
report it to the police.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Reports of 4 scam targeting senior citizens i the Chicago area bave been on the rise recently. Repm ter
Brandon Campbell spoles with a constmer waichdeg about how it works.

Cut 20249 :36  Outcue...I'm Brandon Campbell reporting.

Note to Editors: Bernas at 312-245-2514; BBB info on Grandparent Scam http://go.bbb.org/1 S4EXGH.
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November 4, 2015 _ Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Safety Advocates: Bike Lights Extra Important During Daylight Saving

Chicago, 1L - With daylight saving time in full effect, a bike safety group is warning riders fo take exira care during the
enrlier night time hours, The Active Transportation Alfiance recently released a new video highlighting the need for bhike
flights. Comments from Jason Ray Jenking, education specialist with the Active Transportation Alliance,

Intro: Now that daylight saving time has kicked in, bike safety advocates are urging Chicago-area cyclists to
be more careful. With daytime hours being shorter, Jason Ray Jenkins, an education specialist with the Active
Transportation Alliance, says this time of year, it's especially important to have fully functional front and rear
bike lights. '

Cut 10249 210 YA Lot of Jolks who are viding bikes just don't vealive how difficult it is 1o be seen from behind the
windshield of o car ot vight If vou've not weaying lights as a bicyelist"

Tag: Jenking can he seen in a new video from the Alliange where he details how different types of lights work
best in different conditions and for different budgets. And be also says Ilinois law requires nighttime riders to
have at least a front light that can be seen for up to 300 feet,

Second Cut: Ag for bike riders in the suburbs, Jenking says they face different nighttime safety challenges
than their Chicago counterpatts; the need for good quality bike lights, however, is the same.

Cut 12249 144 'In the subwrboan areas someitmes if'y darker, not gs much soreeq lighting, roads are wider, traffic
fs faster; in those scenerios it's important lo be seen as well, because the people huve less time to react, "

Tag: For most riders, in suburbia or the city, Jenkins recommends buying LED lights that are at least 100
lumens in brightness, For more information you can check out the Active Transportation Alliance's video on
YouTube.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAFP: vgses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Now that daylight saving time has kicked in, bilee safaty advocates are orging Chicago-area riders to be more
careful. Brandon Campbell has more.

Cut 13249 39  Ouicue.. I'm Brandon Campbell reporting

Notg to Editors; Jason Ray Jenkins, Active Transportation Afliance 312-216-0469; Rike Light Sufety Video
" http://bitly/116zwyz
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November 2, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Health Insweance Open Enrollment Under Way

Springficld, 11, — The third animal three-month envolliment period for health insnrance on the federal mibrketplace
started this weekend, and Ilinois has an 11-pervent wninsured rate. Commesnts from Annetfe Ravenean, (RAV-en-oh),
regional communnications diveetor for Get Coverad Amxeriea,

Intro: If you need health insurance - now's the time to sign up. The annual open-enrollment for health
coverage through the state's federally-run exchange started over the weekend and runs through the end of
Jaowary, A Gallup survey earlier this year showed eight-poini-eight-percent of THinoisans lacked health
imsurance in 2014 — down quite a bit from the year before, when it was more than 15 percent. Annette
Raveneau with the nonprofit "Get Covered America," says people who can afford health insurance but choose
not to buy it will face a pretty hefly fine,

Cuat 91249 116 "For the 2010 faxes, if you dow't have health insurance droughont the year, you would be
penalized 8695 per person or 2.5 percent of your income, whatever is greater.”

Tag: llinois residents now have 480 plans to choose from on the exchange, In 2016, dental plans for acults
will be offered for the first time, People who want their new instrance coverage to start on January first have
1o sign up by December 15th,

ek
Second Cut: Ravenean says if you think you can't afford it, you should check ont IHinois' federal
health-insurance exchange at Get Covered 1llinois anyway, becanse more than 23 {-thousand people acrogs the

state who had coverage this year are getting federal financial assistance to pay for their health insurance. She
says their average subsidy is 212-dollars a month,

Cut 92249 108 "Some thinik that health imsurance iy 100 costly, There is financial assistance available o make
your fealth insurance qffordable for you and your famifp.”

Tag: Illinois started its state and federally-run exchange partnership in 2013, and chose to expand Medicaid to
cover more [ow-income people under the Affordable Care Act.

LR

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first saundbita(s)
LEAD: If you need health insurance — now's the time io sign up. Brandon Campbell reports the anowal open
enrollment period for health insurance through the “Get Covered 1llinois" state exchangs started Sunday, and runs
through the end of January,

Cut 93249 50 Outcus...Campbell reporting

Note to Editors: Ravencan is at 202-909-3044. Consumers ¢an go o GetCovered linois.gov ov
www. hiealtheare.gov or call 800-318-2396 o auroll.
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November 10, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Fast-Food Workers Join National Wage Hike Strike

Chicago, IL — Chicago-area fast-food workers are walking off their jobs today (Tues.) to underscore their request that
the presidential candidates pay attention to their demands for a $15 hourly minimum wage. The Chicago strike is one of
about 270 simultaneous actions planned across the couniry, a year before the presidential election. Comments from Solo
Lifflejohn, a cook af a Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) eatery in Cicero, IL.

Intro: Fast-food workers in Chicago are going on a one-day strike today, exactly a year before the next
presidential election. The idea is to get the presidential candidates to listen to their demands for a 15-
.dollar hourly minimum wage and the right to organize without retaliation from their bosses. Solo
Littlejohn works as a cook at K-F-C in Cicero. Ie says he's going on strike because his wage of eight-
dollars-25 cents an hour isn't enough to live on. ' :

Cut 21249 :07 "I'm behind on rent, I'm near gefting my electricity cut off; and I've had my mother and
father helping me, but they can only do so much.”

Tag: The strike in Chicago is one of about 270 planned across the country. The "Fight for 15" organizers
are calling it their biggest nationwide action yet.

sk ke

Second Cut: Earlier this year, the National Employment Law Project reported that just under half —
about 42 percent — of American workers make less than 15-dollars an hour. The project also found a
majority of them, potentially numbering in the millions, would vote for a candlda,te who supports the 15~
dollar wage increase — and that includes Littlejohn.

Cut 22249 :06 "No president will be getting our votes unless they support us on our union vights and
$15 minimum wage raise.”

Tag: - Some business groups, including the Illinoig Retail Merchants Association, don't like the idea of a
minimum wage hike. Its president, Rob Karr, has said a state wage raise would be too expensive for
some employers, who would then be forced to cut jobs.

K&k

”OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s) u




LEAD: Fast-food workers in Chicago are going on a one-day strike today, exactly a year
before the next presidential election. Brandon Campbell explains.

Cut 23249 :40 Outcue.I'm Brandon Campbell reporting.

Note to F.ditors: Littlejohn can be reached through Jennifer Owens at 312-218-8785; NELP worker
study http://bit.ly/1CBr5ud. IRMA statement on wage: http://bitly/IRIbUrg.
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Novembér 5, 2015 ' Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Most lineis Affordable-Hounsing Waitlists Closed

Chicago, 1L - Hlinofsans who need affordable-housing vouchers are having a fongh time even getting on o waiting list. A
new stwdy from Housing Action Hlinols and Heartland Alliance shows almost three-quarters of the state's pablic-honsiag
authoritles hinve closed walting lists, This comes as Congress debates what will happen with federsl public-howsing doblars
tied to Hhe natisnal udget, Comments fror Bob Palmer, policy direetor for Hunsing Action Winois.

Intro: Many Illinois families that need access to affordable housing are finding it more difficult this year to
get on a waiting list for housing vouchers, A new report from Housing Action Illinois and Heartland Alliance
shows 72 percent of Illinois' public housing autharities have closed waiting lists, Bob Palmer, policy director
for Housing Action Hlinois, says the number of closed lists has jumped 16 percent since 2007 as Illinois
poverty rate also continues to grow. 0101

Cut 14249 (10 "Families that need affordable housing can't even get in line to get & Housing Cholce Voucher to
help tham pay their rent. So, that puts them i visk of homelessness, ¥

Tag: The study olaimas the only wait'mg ligts that are open are in rral argas of 111 ittois, but those have only just
a few slots left to fill, Paimer's urging Congress to restore the federal housing vouchers that were lost to
budget cuts going back to 2013,

Kecond Cut; Congress still is debating how much money foderal agencies, including the 1.8, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, will get ag part of a two-year budget agreement signed by President Obama
on Monday. Palmer says while restoring the vouchers will help, it's only part of alleviating 1llinois' poverty
problem.

Cut 15249 :14  “Ingreasing the monber of Housing Chotce Vouchers available is just one solution, and we would
support things like ralsing the minimum wage, creafing more lving-wage jobs, wsing other programs, public and
private, to increase the amonnt of affordable rental housing.”

Tag: n all, about 67,000 housing vouchers could be restored, and up to five percent of those conld end up
helping Ulinois.

OPFIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uses first soundhite(s)
LEAD: Many Ilinois families that need access to affordable housing are fi ndmg it more difficult this year to geton a
waiting list for housing vouchers. Brandon Campbell has more.

Cut 16249 43 Outeue..'m Brandon Campbell reporting

Note to Editors: Bob Palmer 312-282-3959; Housing waltlist ceport http:/bitly/IRuT0aX
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November 12, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Chicago Police Body Camera Program a Mixed Bag, Say Civil Rights Groups

Chicage, 1L — A new report from a conlition of civil vights groups inclades a searecard of how body eameras are used hy
25 police departments nationally. It says the Chicage Police Dopariment gets several things vight, but the CPD also needs
to add rules prohibifing officers from fampering with their own footage, and end the practice of showing officers the
video before they write their reports, Conmments from Harlan Yu, report conuthor and principal st Upturn, a techuology
and policy consnlting fivm in Waghington, D.C,

Intro: The Chicago Police Department shouldu't let cops review the footage from their body cameras before
they write their ingident reports. That's one of the findings in a new report released this week by a coalition of
civil rights groups, called The Leadership Conference. The report, by the D-C consulting fitm Upturn, scores
25 municipal police departments, including Chicago, on how transparent and Fair their policies are, and
whether they respect people's privacy. Harlan Yu with Upturn is co-author of the report.

Cot 24243 07  “in order for camgras to live up 1o their promise, depariments must have carefully crafied policies
in place to guide the use of these cameras and the foatage that fhey produce,”

Tag: The report notes that Chicago PD is doing the right thing by making its body camera policy publicly
available online. But improvements could be made by limiting the use of facial-recognition software, and by
allowing people who file police misconduct reports to view the footage themselves.

ek

Second Cut: Harlan Yu says the policy of letting police officers review their own body-camera footage
before they write a report gives them an unfair advantage. He says criminal defendants don't get to check the
tape prior to giving a statement,
Cut 25249 13 "Pre-report viewing creates an wmeven playing field. And in the worst case, an gffice could
confore his or her report 1o match only what was shown in the video, rather than report an independent accotm of
what he or she saw,” .

Tag: The Department of Justice awarded the Chicago Police Department a one-million-dollar grant earlier
this year for body-camera equipment and training, '

L

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAT: uses first soundbite(s) -
LEAD: Police body cameras are only as good as the policies that regulate them, according to a new report that rates
their use in police departments across the U-8. Braudon Campbell has more. : '

Cut 206249 251 Outcue.. I'm Brandon Compbell reporting,

Note to Editors: Yu is at 408-544-0178, The full vepert is at hﬂps:/fwww‘bwcsmreca:fd.nt'g/.
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FOCUS 11/29/2015
Can you afford to wait for social security?

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show dedicated
to a lock at news, and public affairs. You're eligible at 62, but is that the right time to take Social Security? Experts
cdution that for those who can afford to wait, there are benefits to holding off. Mona Shand from Hfinois News
connection has more. (START S5 SEGMENT}

IN: “You've been paving...”
QUT: “... I'm Mona Shand.”
Scami monfzﬁcmgfandparents in iMlinois. A consuq:_tg;,vrgiemanumdldog is warning

selpgsTan-thieves pretefigiig-to- mrs usking for money. Brandon Campbell
C’f‘fﬂl’l W rS—'i'_ART FQI\NI‘\DA‘REZ\JT‘ :‘("A:\n F%M‘E‘Nﬁ'\x

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. As Congress continues to debate a public-lands
funding bill, the future of some of the state’s best hunting and hiking grounds hangs in the balaonce.
Conservationists want to see the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) reauthorized and permanently funded
after it lapsed in September. Brandon Campbell from illinais News Connection has more. (START LAND SEGMENT)

IN: “Seme of lllinois’...”

OUT: “... ¥m Brandon Campbell.”

The LS. Food and Drug Administration has approved new food safety rules thot, for the first time, will include
regulations on produce farmers, A sustuinable agriculture expert says while the rules are a step in the right
direction, some paris of the Food Safety Modernization Act are locking. (START AG SEGMENT)

IN: “It took five...”
OUT: ... m Brandon Campbell.”
As the juvenile imprisonment rate drops, racial disparities continue. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. New research shows the state’s juvenile
commitment rate has dropped more than most other states, but racial disparities persist. Juvenile Justice advocates
say lilinois is on the right track, but more needs to be done to close the gap. Brandon Campbell from iffinois News
Connection has more. {START JUVIE SEGMENT)

IN: “The number of...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

A consumer watchdog is claiming victory now that Lumber Liquidators has agreed to remove controversial flooring
products from its stores. This move comes after a tough year for Lumber Liquidators, which was under two federal
investigations for illegally importing products and for aﬂegedly selling flooring that contains toxic chemicols. (START
TOXIC FLOORS SEGMENT)

IN: ”After a rough...”
OUT: “... 'm Brandon Camphel.”

PSAs




And that'll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any gquestions or comments about this
week’'s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue. Champaign, 1L 61821, Or
email me, news@iiinlradio.com, Focus will return same fime next Sunday morning.
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November 16, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Maximizing Benefits: Can You Afford to Wait For Social Security?

Springiield, IL ~ Yow're eligible at 62, but ig that the vight thne o take Socisd Security? Experts caution that for those
whe can afford to wait, there ave benefity to holding off. Conmments from Kristen Arnold, income security policy analyst,
National Academy for Social Insmrances,

Intro; You've heen paying into the system your whole working life, but deciding when to begin claiming
Social Security benefits is a complex decision that experts say needs careful consideration, According to the
most recert data, 62 remains the most prevalent age people choose to begin receiving Social Security. Kristen
Atnold with the National Academy for Social “Insurance says that might be the right choice for those
steuggling with health issues or without other sources of income. But she says for those who can afford to
wait, there is a big payoff,

Cut 27249 114 "Ifyou're warking, you don't have to take Social Secnrity. You can wait, and for each year you
wait, vour monthly benefils increase by eight percent, and that movthly increase in beneftis Iusts for ax long as you
live,” )

Tag: According to the Social Security Administration, more than 72 percent of Bocial Seourity beneficiaries
in Nlinois have reduced monthly benefits because they claimed benefits early.

Second Cuf: Armold says it's important to think through all the factors and, when possible, fo consult a
qualified financial planner. She adds that waiting is not the right decision for everyone.

Cut 28249 16 "I you have poor healfh, if you need fo stop working to cave for a sick family member, if vou lose
your job or if you have g physically demanding job and you rieed 10 quit working and ke benefis t0 make ends meet,
Social Secwrity is there for you, You should (ake the bencfiis. *

Tag L: With the future of Social Security a hotly debated fopic during this election season, Arnold says it is
inportant to remember that the program 13 fully financed for the next 15 to 20 years, and 75 percent financed
beyond that. A toolkit to help decide the best time to start receiving Boctal Security can be found at
"“NASIorg."

- [OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAD: uses fivst soundhiie(s)
LEAL: You've been paying into the system your whole working life, but deciding when to begin claiming Social
Security benefits is a complex decision that experts say needs careftl consideration. Mona Shand has more.

Cut 29249 46  Quicie... Monag Shand reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Arnold at 202-243-7289, Link to Social Secarity toolkit: httpt!/bit.lyllMthSF.
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Conservationists Push to Fund lincis' Protected Lands

Springfield, IE, - As Congress continues o debade a public-lands funding Y, (e fudnre of some of Rlingis' best hunting and hikdeg
grounds bangs in the balance, Conservatlomdsts wand to gee e Land and Waier Conservatlon Fund (LWCF) reanthorized pnd
permonenily funded ofier it Iapsed In September, Comntenty from Alan Rowgome ("ROW' vhymey with 'now"), senlor divector of
government relatlons for lands, The Whdernesy Sodely; awd Gelagin (joil-A¥-xhls) Croom, spokespersor for the Nafure
Conservancy,

Intre: Some of Hlinois' best public spots Tor humting, fishing and hiling could be at risk of losing about 54-million
doftars in federal support. That's becauss Congress can't agree on the future of » program that funds public conservation
and recreation projects. The Land and Water Conservation Fund has been around for 50 years, buf lawmelcers lot it
expire at the end of September., Last week, they continued the debate. But Gelasia Croom with the Nature Consetvancy
says the program does important work, so there shouldn't be much o argus about,

Cut 41249 10 "By removing these funds, you're affecting the economy, the ecology and overall, the yuality of our busic
neural services, including drinking waler and things like that. You know, we kave fo bz cargful.”

Tag: At issue is a proposal from Uteh Republican Congressman Rob Bishop, which sefs limits and restricts L-W-C-F
funding, However, two Senate bills call for reauthotization and full funding of the program. The L-W-C-F gets its
rovenue from offshore oil and gas royalties.

Second Cut: Alan Rowsome with The Wilderness Society, says s compromise is needed. Rowsome claims that, unlike
the Sengte plans, Bishop's proposal has no bipartisan support.

Cul 42249 212 s out of siep and out of toush witk what nosi dmericans swani — and his propasal, you kow, would forever
alter a progratn that isn’t broken and doesn’t need fixing, "

Tag: Bishop's plan has come under fire for proposing changes that run counter to the goals of the L-W-C-F, such as
tedifecting about 20 percent of its finding back to the oil and gas developers. Bishop says the money will pay for
education and job training programs In that industry.

Third Cut; Meanwhils, Croom says by funding public land projects, like the Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge in
central Hlinois, the government also helps loval fartning businesses. She adds the Nature Conservancy has been
working to restore flovdplains in that area.

Cut 43249 <11 “By having a wetland aren thave, ond working tn concert with fedoral agencies, we are able fo address
conservation Lssues as well as flooding and mitlgating negative impaces fiom not taking cars of that land."

Tag: Several members of Hlinois' congressional delegation have signgd letters in support of the L-W-C-F, including
Dentocratic Sengtor Dick Durbin and Republican Representative Adam Kinzinger.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAT'; uscs first soundhite(s)
LEAD: Some of Hlinois* best public spots for hunting, fishing and hiking, like the Emiquon National Wildlife Remg& gould be
at risk of Tosing about $54 million in federal support. Brandon Campbelf explains.

Cut 44249 148 Ouictie... Campbell reparting,

Note to Editors: Reach Rowsome ai 202-429-2643; Croom at 312-580-2173, Bishop's plan: hﬂrp 1//L.usa, gov/1IRYpFIN,
Reanthovization bifls: HR 1814, 8 338, S 890,
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November 18,2015 ‘ Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Expert: New Food Safety Rules Mixed Bag for Sustainable Ag

Speinglield, 11, - The U8, Food and Drag Adminisaeatlon has spproved new food safety rules fhat, for the flvef Hme, will inehuile
veguladtons on protuce fuemers, A sustainable pgricelture expert says while the rules axe o step in the vight divectlon, some parts of
the Food Safety Modernlzation Act ave lncking, Comments fremt Sophla Kynszewskd (cvew-SHEFsM), policy specialist with the
Nntlomst Sugtainable Agriculwre Coalition.

Intven: It took five years of debate, but the U.8. Food and Drug Administration finally has approved new food safely
rgles. Late last week, the BD-A set the official standards for the Food Safety Modernization Act, the first major reform
ity mote than 70 years. Sophia Kruszewski is a policy specialist with the Netional Sustainable Agriculture Coalition,
She says, overall, the act does tight by food producers who choose not to use chemical fertilizers. '

Cut 30249 111 “We're pretty sipporeive of their significant change in thetr approach to fhie use of manury, compost that sie
thindewdll make (¢ g Tot eaisier for furmers using sustainable and organte practives to contline to do tha on thelr farm. "

Tag The F-D-A says it's still researching any possible health effects from using raw manure, but for now the
Modernization Act wonlt prohibit farmers from using it; thet is, as long as they follow the USDA’s National Organic
Program standards.

Second Cut: Kruszewski's praising thet thove, bug she claims other parts of the new rules, such ag those concerning the
water that's used to grow food, could pose problems down the ling, Kraszewski suys that's because the F-D-A is using a.
¢clean-water standard that is not tailored toward agricultare. -

Cut 31249 112 i assessment is based on the hazards posed by ingesting water while swimming or while boating, which
vary sigrificantly from the hazards posed by conswsing produce that's had waler used in ifs growing.” '

Third Cut: She acknowledges that there are provisions in the Modetnization Act to work around the water rule, but it
could make the transition diffisult, especially for produce farms. Kruszewski says for them, this will be first time they
have 1o come into complignce with federal rules "for growing, harvesting, packing, and holding produce.” And she says
there's still & big question there,

Cut 32249 08 "Requiremenis coming from the marketplace and vequirementy coming from ihe foderal government; how are
they going to be streamfined, so that farmers aren’i having to deal with hvo sels of reqidrements?”

Tag: Kruszewski's hoping that will be answered affer the food-safety rules are published in the Federal Register on
November 27th. The rules will go info effect 60 days after that. Most U.S, farms will have two years to comply.

OFTIONAL REPORTER WERAP: wses first soundhite(s)
LEALY It took five years of debate, but the U.S. Feod and Diug Administration finally hes approved new food safety rules,
Brandon Campbell has more from a sustainable agricutture expert who says the guidefines are a bit of a mixed bag.

Cut 33249 42 Cueve., I'm Bromdon Campbell seporting. »

s t0 Editors: Kimszewski can be veached at 810-441-9947; FDA Produce Safety Rule httpr//Lusa.gov/1GWQO4me; -
NSAC on FSMA. hetp://bit.ly/IH7¥RyT.
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Hlinois' Juvenile Imprisonment Rate Drops, Racial Disparities Confinue

Springiield, 11 - New vesearch shows Illinois' juverile commitment vate has dropped more ¢than miost other states, but
raciyl disparities persist, Juvonile Justice advoosdes sy the siafe’s on the vight track, hut more needs o be done o elose
the gap. Comments from Robin Olsen, manager nf the Pew Charitable Trust; and Elizabeth Clacke, presidont of the
Ilinois Javenile Justice Initiative,

Intre: The mumber of children being committed to prisons or ofher detention facilities has dropped by about
53 percent acrogs the country. According to a recent look af federal data by the Pew Charitable Trust, linois
saw the eighth-largest drop in that number from 2001 to 2013, Elizabeth Clarke, president of the Illinois
Juvenile Justice Initiative, says that's a positive siep, but the state still has a big problem when it comes to
racial disparities,

Cut 37249 07 "It is horrific. ds we've driven down the numbery in the Deparment of Juventle Justice, the
disparities have gotlen worse.”

Tag: Federal data also shows black children make up 66 percent of Illinois' youth prison population, more
than any other racial group. Still, other research suggests that black kids aren't necessarily more likely fo
commit crimes, but they are more likely o be arrested by police,

Second Cut: Community programs and other rehabilitation alternatives were cited by researchers ag & big
reason behind the overall drop in the youth commiment rate. Robin Qlsen, who manages state policy work on
juvenile justice for the Pew Charifable Trust, says those programs have proved to have nultiple benefits,
including lowering recidivism rates.

Cut 38249 09 "States are definitely able 1o reduce some of thelr budgels related o fuvenile justice and make
reinvestments in things that ave providing beiter vesults for youth and families, "

Third Cut: Clarke says Illinois has made reforms to reduce the youth prison population, such as the 2011 law
that asks judges to consider the least-restrictive alternatives, only resorting to prison time as a last resort,

Cut 3924Y 15 "To dmprison children is just an outdnted concept, There's no research showing thal if mkes
really a dent in crime. What makes a deni in crime qre conpmynity programs that ave individuglized and holistic,”

Tag: Clarke says the state is on the right course, but it should do more to invest in restorative justice programs
to further reduce the youth commitment rate and help level out racial disparities.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses firet soundbite(s)
LEALD: The namber of children being committed to prisons or other detention facilities hag dropped by about 33
percent across the country. Brandon Campbell has more on what that means for [Hlinois,

Che 40249 42 Outeve.. 'm Brandon Campbell reporting.

Notg to Editors: Olsen through Darienne Gutierrez af 787-697-0668; Clarke af 847-864-1567; Pew Research
htip: /it ly/ INnFCOJ,
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November 19,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Lmﬁber Liquidators Remioves Patentially Toxic Flooring from Stores

Springfield, 11, - A consuxer watchdog is claiming victory now ihat Lumber Liguidators has agreed o remove
controversial flooring products from ity stores. This move comes aftex a tough year for Lumber Liquidators, which wag
wnder two federal investigations for iMlegally impording products snd for allegedly selling flooring that containg toxic
cherienls, Commtents from Miko Schade (shade) with the Mind the Steve campaiga.

Intro; After a rough year for Lumber Liquidators, a consumer watchdog says the major flooring retailer is
making some positive changes this week. The company was at the center of federal investigations this year
over allegations it hus been selling foreign-made vinyl flooring that may contain potentially toxic chemicals.
And in May, Lumber Liquidators C-B-O Bob Lynch resigned. Mike Schade is the director of the Mind the
Store campaign, which is working with the group Safer Chemicals, Heulthy Families. He says the company
has agreed to take the controversial flooring off its shelves, A

Cut 34249 108  “These are chemicels that could be dangerous ot very low levels of exposure. They've been linked
lo asthma in children and bivth defects in baby boys.”

Tag: Lumber Liguidators, which has 16 locations in Illinois, settled a plea deal last month with the
Department of Justice for illegally inporting some of its produets. The company agreed to more than $13
maillion in criminal fines and community serviee payiments,

Second Cut: The company also agreed to Limit the lead count in its flooring to less than 100 parts per million,
A test from the Heology Center in Michigan showed that the reprocessed vinyl plastic somefimes had lead
levets up to 10-thousand parts per million. Considering all of the trouble facing Lumber Liguidators, Schade
feels the company is now going above and beyond.

Cut 35249 116 “In some ways, fough, Lumber Liguidators has leap-frogged both Home Depot and Lowe's by
banning the use of reprocessed plastic; making Lumber Liquidators the first major retctiler in the stare of Hinois, and
the first major retailer nctiomyide, 1o ban ihis unnecessary contarminated material. "

Tag: In a statement given through Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families, Lumber Liquidators Legal Officer Jill
Witter said the company was pleased to work with the group and is now trying to lead the industry with
regponsible soureing practices.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uses fist soundbite(s)
LEAL: After a rough year for Lumber Liquidators, a consumer watchdog says the major flooring retailer is making
sone positive changes this week. More from Brandon Campbell,

Cut 36249 :32  Outcne..I'm Brandon Campbell reporting

Note to Editors: Schade at 646-783-3477; Safer Chemicals press release hitp:/bitly/1YeMLZy; DOJ plea
deal hitp://Lusa.gov/1 OKWkgE, :
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W  Good morning and welcome fo Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show

dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. State educators backed the U.S. Senate’s approval of ¢
replacement to the No Child Left Behind Act. Supporters say they are glad the new Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA) will return a lot of educational control to the states. Brandon Camphell from ilinois News Connection
reports, (START ESSA SEGMENT)

iN: “After a round..”

OUT: “... Ym Brandon Campbell.”

As Congress continues to debate more than 50 tax breaks, child-welifare advocates in illinois are asking
lawmakers to add extensions for the Child Tax Credit (CTC) and the Earned income Tax Credit (EITC).
Meanwhile, some House Republicans have faid out plans to let those credits expire in 2017 unless changes are
made. (START CHILD WELFARE TAX CREDITS SEGM ENT)

IN: “Congress soon will...”
OUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”
It’s time to rework Winois’ campaign spending rules. That story is next on Focu$

.
e

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. A New York Times profile of millionaire Gov.

Bruce Rauner shows how he and o few wealfthy allies used the state's campaign finance rules to Rauner's
advantage. A local campaign finance reform group helped with the investigation and is suggesting ways in
which to level the playing field for candidates who have less money. Branden Campbell from illinois News
Connection has more. (START CAMPAIGN SPENDING SEGMENT)

IN: “Never have so0..”
ouT: “..I'm Brandon Campbell.”

fiuﬁﬁ;’?énewable power in lllinois by 20507 That story is next on Focus.

I PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. As climate talks continue, Stanford
University has new research showing that a 100 percent shift to renewable energy is possible within 35 years,
Brandon Campbell from Hllinois News Connection has more. (START RENEWABLE ENERGY SEGM ENT)

IN: “As the Paris...”

OUT: “... Mlingis News Connection.”

After two years of delays, the Environmental Protection Agency released its Renewable Fuel Standards this
week. Not everyone thinks the rules go far enough to protect the environment or encourage hew renewable-
fuel technologies that could boost the illinois economy. (START AG ENERGY SEGMENT)

IN: “After a rough...”
OUT: “...I'm Brandon Campbell.”

And that'll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments about
this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue. Champaign, iL
61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday morning.
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December 9, 2015 " Available files: mp3 wav jpg
IMinois Educators Back Overhaul to No Child Left Behind

Springtield, 1L - Some Ilinois educators are bacling the 1.5, Senate's expected approval today (Wed.) of a replacoment
to the No Child Left Belind Act. Supporiers say they are glad the new Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) will retnrn a
lot of educational control to the states, Commends from Cinda Klickna, president of the lingis Edncstion Association,

Intre: The 14-year-old No Child Left Behind Act could become a step closer to ending, After a round of talks
Tuesday, 1J-3 senators agreed to take a final vote today on the new Every Student Succeeds Act. Some
llinols educators are praising the fact that the House passed a version of the E-8-S-A last week with
overwhelming bipartisan support. Cinda Klickna, president of the Illinois Education Association, says she
likes the overhaul because it veturns & lot of control to the state when it comes to the focal education system.

Cut 64249 11 T think that's veally imporiant nof just for us, buf for the parents fo know that the experts who are
in the classrooms are able to be at the wble talking abous what is it thar studenis really need. ”

Tag: The new act has less emphasis on standardized testing and gives states more freedont in deciding how
mueh students test scores will count when evaluating teachers. But opponents Rave said they foar that the new
law relies too heavily on Common Core siandards.

s

Second Cut: In the House last week, 64 members voted against the changes, however, all 18 representatives
from Ilinois backed the ptan. Klickna says concerns over Commeon Core might be overstated, because it will
ultimately be up to the states to decide what standards will be used,

Cwt 65249 10 "This Jaw wikes away the federal mandate and the punitive measures and puts @ lot of work back
o the states o have goad conversation.”

Tag: The E-5-5-A would also give Illinois and other states the power to set educational goals for specific
schools, and it will allow districts to come up with their own solutions to turning around struggling schools.
According to the New York Times, President Obama has hinted that he will sign the bill if if reaches his desk.

F

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uges first soundbite(s)
LEAD: The 14-year-old No Child Lefl Behind Act ¢ould become a wtep closer to endmg Afler a round of talks
Tuesday, U-S senators agreed to take a final vote today on the new Every Student Succeeds Act. Brandon Campbell
has the reaction from Ilinois teachers,

Ot 60249 244 Quicue...Campbell reporting.

Noig to Editors: Reach Klickng via IEA pi 217-544-0706. Summary of ESSA: http:/1Lsn.gov/IKLrgRS,
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L Child Welfare Advocates Begin Final Push for Extending Tax Credits

Springfield, L ~ As Congress continnes to debate more than 50 tax breaks, child-welfare advocates in Mlinois are asking
lawmakers to agd extensions for fhe Child Tax Credi¢ ({CTC) and the Earned Igome Tax Credit (FITC). Mennwlile,
souic Houge Republicans have laid out plans {o bet those eredits expirg in 2017 unless changes are made, Conntients from
David Lloyd, director of the Fiscal Policy Center ut Voices for Hlinois Children; Ralph Martire {mar-TEER-¢e) execative
director for the Center for Tax and Budget Acconntability.

Tatro: Congress soon will break for the holidays, but there's still a big issue on the table: whether or not to
mske permanent or even just extend patts of the Barmed Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit. Child
welfare advocates, such as David Lloyd with Voices for Ilinois Children, say these credits help about
900-thousand Ilinois children. But the credits are slated to expire in 2017,

Cut 60249 07 "If's really crivical that Congress, when they've thinking about putting in extensions Jor busingss
yax credits, that they also take care qf children and families.””

Tag Last week, a group of House Republicans laid out thelr tax credit priorities, which includes letting the
C-T-C expire unless there are "significant improvements to the programs.” But both tax credits have a long
history of bipartisan support, The B-I-T-C was enacted by Republican President Gerald Ford in 1975, and
later expantled by President Ronald Reagan.

Second Cut: Lloyd is hopeful that Tawmakers will extend the credits doring their upcoming talks. But he
points to numbers from the left-leaning Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBFP) that show about
3372.thousand children could end up "pushed into or deeper into poverty."

Cut 61249 113 "The kids who receive fhe Eqraed Income Tax Credit make more as adulls, Even, you see less
incerverarion. All soris of positive bergfits, much of which we'll lose if provisions fo thege credits expire.”

Third Cut: Ralph Martire, dirsctor of the Chicago-based Center for Tax and Budget Accountability, says the
credits have had support from both sides of the political aisle because it's an economic driver for low-income
Tamilies.

Cut 62249 12 "Every addiional dolle they get, whether it's in dirgct income or, in {his case, through a o
credit, they spend i their Tocal community, So, that then becomes the income of the dry cleaner or the grocery store.™

Tag: Stifl, some House Republicans say many people are abusing the tax credits with fraudulent claims.
Congress may decide on the tax extenders before lawmakers adjourn for the holidays on December 18k,

OFTIONAL REPORTER WRAY: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Conpress this week could be deciding the fate of the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit.
Brandon Campbell has more on what the could mean for hundreds of thousands of llineis families.

Cut 63249 41 Cutene. Campbell reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Lloyd at 312-516-5557; Martire at 768-366-8373. CBPF on FITC/CTC:
futkp://bitby/108bxvt

1ol




¥ 127372015 19:51 < WIXY-FM 171

Hlinois News Connection
A statewide news servics for 1linois
Producer: Brandon Campbeli, 4064 N, Lincofn Ave. #231, Chicago, IL, 60618 Ph: 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1830 E-mail:
Inc@@newsservice.org

MEDIA PRODUCTS ONLINE: www.newsservice.org Your Web Account 1D is: INC-249
Sound Files on the Phone: (888) 600-9800, ID Code: 29

December 4, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Reformers: It's Time to Rework Iflinols' Campaign Spending Rules

Springfield, IL - A New York Times profile of millionaive Minois Gov, Brnce Rauner shows how e and a few wealthy
allies used the state’s campaign tinance rules to Rauner's advastage, A Jocal campaign finnnce yeform group helped with
the favestigation and is suggesting ways in which to level the playing field for candidates who have less money. Conyments
fram David Melton, executive direcior, Minois Cavpaige for Politieal Refovm (ICPR).

Intyo: Never have so few people given so much campaign money in the modern history of IHinois politics.
That's the big takeaway of a New York Times profile this week of millionaire Illinois Governor Bruce
Rauner's run for office last year. The Times found that Governor Rauner's funders took advantage of a state
law that is supposed to level the playing field for candidates with less money. Instead it allowed Rauner's
allies to spend lavishly, David Melto, with the the Illinois Campaign for Political Reform, says this is one of
the clearest signs that il's time to {ix the state's campaign finance rules,

Cut 56249 10  "The problem is very simple; it's that when politiciens ave dependent on a very small sliver of

people 1o pet reelected thal's whose voices and concerns they pay atiention fo and listen to.”

Tag: Using numbers compiled by Campaign for Political Reform, the Times investigation shows that the
average campaign contribution in last vear's general election tripled that of the year before.

Seconmd Cut: At issue iz an IHinois taw that removes lindts on campaign contributions once a wealthy
candidate pumps lots of money into their own race. Rauner did just that, and Melton says that's when his rich
allies were able to pile on even more nioney, 1o the tune of about 30-million doltars.

Cut 57249 104 "The amount of money necessary 10 participale in the political process as a candidate has been
wpped by an order of magnitude, about 10 times. Rauner and his friends have raised the stakes in alections from being
int the single-digit millions to the tens of millions of dollars.”

Third Cut: So, what's the solution to actoatly level the campaign playing field? Well, Melton points to places
like Seattle and Maine whers voters last month backed campaign finance reforms. These aliernatives include
maling it possible for candidates to get public funds instead of relying on unlimited private spending. Melton
says the issue 19 starting to cross party lines,

Cut 58249 110 "There ave actually o number of Republicans and conservatives whe now recognize fhe problems
with the campaign finance system, and there ave groups on the right thut ave beginning to advocale for campaign
finance reform just as there a groups on the Ieft. " :

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first scundbite(s)

LEAD: Never have so fow people given so much campaign tmofiey in the modern history of Illineis polities. That's |

the big takeaway of a New York Times profile this week of millionaire Hlinois Governor Bruce Rauner's run for
office last yesr, Brandon Campbell has more on what finange reform groups want fo sge next.
Cut 59249 241 Cuteue...Camphell reporiing.

Note to Editors: Melton at 312-436-1274 x104, NYT piece on Rauner: http://uytians/INj7ub2. ICPR funding
nuenbers: hitp:/bitly/119VMEL
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100% Remewnble Power in [llinois? 1t's Possible by 2050

Springfield, 1L ~ As climate talis continne i Parls, Stanford University has new research showing that a 100 pereent
shift fo venewable enerpy is possible within 33 yeavs. Comments frou Mark Jacobson, Stanford ¢ngineering professor
andl director of the Standford University Atmasphers/Encrgy Program.

Intro: As the Paris olimate talks are well into their second week, new research from Stanford University
shows Tllinois and other states could shift to 100-percent wind, water and solar power by 2050. The Solutions
Project shows that, factoring in the health and olimate-retated costs of air poltution, the transition would save
money and spark more employment, Stanford engineering professor Mark Jacobson says when all costs are
included, wind is now the cheapest energy source in the U5 — even without subsidies. He savs that could lead
to faster economic growth.

Cut §7249 112 “In this transition in the United States alone, across all fifty states, by transitioning we'd create
190 million nove jobs — both construction and pertnanent operation jobs ~ than we would lose.” :

Tag: The repost says a full move to clean power would bring in about 192-thousand of those jobs to Illinois.
Crities of renewables, however, argue they would raise the price of electricity. Jacobson says that’s only true
if you ignore the negative health effects of air poltution. -

Second Cut: Blectricity generated by an older coal plant can sell for as little as three-cents per kilowatt-hour,

compared to four to seven cents for wind or solar. But Jucobson says some of the most important costs of coal
are hidden,

Cut 68249 113 "We are all paying higher taxes, higher insurance vates, higher workmen’s compensafion rafes.
Because of coul, oil and gas air pollution healih problgns — asthma, cardiovascular disease, respivatory illness.”

Third Cut: According to Jacobson, ait poliution in Illinois causes up to 23-billion dollars in associated health
costs. Fle says fossil fuels only look cheap when some very real costs are ignored. :

Cut §9240 112 "The rest of us ave paping that cost. So, whife somebody's using coal electicity, someone else i
getting a cardiovascular disease, Say you're having a heart attack — you're more likely fo diz of that heart aitack
when you've in polluted air than when yow've in clean atr. "

Tag: According to the research, savings from reduced pollution could cover the cost of Tllinois' transition {0
clean power in as little as three years.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first sowndbite(s) )
LEAD: As the Paris climate talks are well info their second week, how tesearch from Stanford University shows
Tiinois and other states could shift to 100-percent wind, water and solar power by 2050. Brandon Campbell has

noQre
Ciat 70249 48 Outesie..Campbell reporting.

Note to Editors: An infersetive miap of plans by stare: www.thesolutionsproject.org. Reach Jacobson through
Aaron Huertas, 202-236-8495.
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Sugtainable-Ag Backers Want More from New Renewables Rules

Sprimglield, 1L - After two years of delays, the Environmental Protection Agency released its Renewable Fuel Standaydy
thiy weel. Not everyone thinks the rules go far enough to profect the envitommeut or encourage new renswable-fusl
techaologies that could boost the Itinols seonowmy, Commiends from Scott Irwin, agricultnral and conswmer ¢conomics
professer at the University of Iinois; srd Jeolinathan Hiadik (huh-LAH-dick), senior pelicy advoeeste for energy and
climate at the Center for Rural Afairs,

Iutroe: It took two years of delays, but this week the E-P-A finally released new renewable fuel standards for
the country, The rules include upping the amount of renewable fuel, mostly corn-based ethanol, to more thn
18-billion gallons by 2016. That will bring renewable sources up to about 10 percent of the national fiel
supply. But the B-P-A'y original rules from eartier this year set a renewable fuel target of 22-billion gallons.
Scott frwin, agricultural and consumer economics professor at the University of Ilinols, says that change is
upsetting some of the state's ethanol and corn producers.

Cut 52249 14 "Even rthough the ethanol mandares may have been hgher than expecled, they were not moved all
the way buck to the levels that were sigded in the origing] RES legislation,"

Tag: Although the local corn ethanol industry adds more than five-billion dollars to the state cconomy,
sustainable agriculture advocates still want to see more federal incentives for new forms of alternative fuel
BOUICES.

Secomd Cut: Johnathan Iiadik, with the Center for Rural Affairs, says the future focus should be on
ceflulosic ethanol, That's the type of biofiel made from materials such as wood, cerfain grasses, or the
inedible parts of plants such as wheat. Hladik says states such ag Hlinois are uniquely positioned to lead the
charge with emerging alternative fhels,

Cut 33249 112 "In order fo gel the techmology where it needs to be, we need to make sure fthal we have owr fool
on the gas pedal, and we're doing what we can to help this industry thrive and 0 evolve, Certainly this annmmcement
could have done a betier job of helping s do that”

Third Cut; Still, the E-P-A has set its new rational target for cellulosic biofuels to 230-million gallons in
2016, which ts almost double the amount for this year, Irwin says that might mean the demand could rise for
1llinois' com and sovbeans, which are used in biodiesel,

Cut 34249 113 "/ think il is a definite positive, particularly at a lime when we have velatively low corn and
sovbean prices. This has the potentiad 10 khelp us hind of grind ot of these low pr'.'ces as we look forward to the next
couple of years.”

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAT: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: It took two veats of delays, but this week fhie E-P-A finally released new renswable fuel standards for the

country. Brandon Compbell reports on what they could mean for {llineis,
Lt 55249 153 Cuteue... Campbell reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Hladik at 402-687-2103 x 1028, Irwin at 217-333-6087. ICGA economis stats on IL
ethanel: hitpe//bitly/1 OvEA6K,




FOCUS 12/27/2015
Illinois may not have a state budget, but we’re good at protecting our pets...

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focusis a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. As more states improve their animal protection laws, illinois
continues to be a leader in the country, After measuring 15 categories of animal protection measures, a new
report shows Illinois is the top state for the eighth year in a row. Brandon Campbell from lifinols News
Connection has more. {(START PET PROTECTION SEGMENT)

IN: “For the eighth...”

QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

Every year, thousands of Chicago-area kids get a little holiday help from "Santa’s elves” at the Chicago Post
Office. This year, the post office expects to help close to 5,000 holiday wishes come true through the annual
holiday tradition known as Operation Santa. (START SANTA SEGMENT)

IN: “Thousands of Chicago-area...”
OUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”
Just how many kids in llinois are affected by their parents’ criminal records? That report is next on Focus.

PSAS

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. With miflions of Americans having o
criminal record, criminal-justice reformers say nearly half of the country’s children are being negatively
affected. A new report shows that more than 300,000 illinois children with at least one parent who has a
criminal record have less access to good incomes, savings, education and housing. Brandon Campbell from
liinois News Connection reports. (START CRIMINAL RECORD SEGMENT)

iN: “With the United...”
OUT: “... I'm Brandon Camphell.”
“Just say no to data caps.” That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. As Comcast rolls out new data usage billing
trials, a consumer watchdog group is asking Internet subscribers to sign a petition aimed at curbing dota caps
and overage charges. The Illinois Citizens Utility Board (CUB} says these practices can hurt customers, Internet
service providers (ISPs} argue the caps would affect only the heaviest internet users. Brandon Camphbell from
illinois News Connection has more. (START DATA CAPS SEGMENT)

IN: “A consumer watchdog...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

iflinois seniors are overwhelmingly opposed to any plans for a retirement income tax. A new survey shows
more than half of people 50 or older in Hliinois would consider moving out of the state if such o tax was
implemented. {START RETIREMENT TAX SEGMENT)

IN: “As Hinois continues...”
QUT: “... 'm Brandon Campbell.”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this weelk’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments aboyt
this weel’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradiey Avenue. Champaign, |
£1821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday morning.
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Mlineis Tops Nation in Protecting Pets

Spriuglield, fL - As more states improve their animal protection laws, Mincis continues fo be a leader in the cuuﬁ{‘ry.
After messuring 15 categories of snimal protection measures, a wew report shows Illinois iy the top state for the eighth
yeur in g vow. Comments from Lora Dung, seaff attoritey, Anbmal Legal Defense Foad

Intre; For the eighth year in a row Ilinois is tapping the list of states that are doing the most to bolster animal
protection laws, A new report from the Animal Legal Defense Fund shows that overall the country is doing
beiter by its pets, but especially Iilinois. Lora Dunn, staff attorey at the defense fund, says there are several
reasons the state is staying at the top, including IHinois' felony penalties for cruelty or even neglecting an
animal,

Cut 78249 114 "Not all states have felony penalties for neglect, which in muny cases where animals are not given
adequate basic care, those animals suffer for a vary long period of time, So, often those are the worst vasey that
prosecidory encownier.”

Lg Another positive cited by the report; Dlinois' courts are allowed to fore convieted animal abusers to
give up enstody of vietimized pets. Stll, hi(e much of the country, Dunn says, the state can always do more
by maling that rule mandatory,

sk

Second Cut: Another aren where the report sugpests that Ilinois can make improvements is by mandating
that police officers enforce animatl protections,

Cut 79249 12 "Inmany states, if law enforcement has reasonable bellgf, or even a stronger probable cause to
beliave fhat animal cruelly is ocourring, law enforcement is actually required to take action and investigate the
situation.”

H ok

Third Cut; Dunn says while more states are making animal cruehty a felony, states like Wyoming, fowa and
Kentucky rank at the bottom, That's becatse, among other reasons, they do not treat animal neglect as a
felony crime,

Cut 80243 110 “We're hopefid that the public will look of where their lmws rank wnd contgct their
representatives, gel involved, work toward new and stronger avimal protecrion legislavion.”

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbiie(s)
LEAD: For the eighth year in a row, lllinois is topping the list of states that are doing the most to bolsier animal
protection laws. Brandon Campbell cxplams

Cuf 81249 ;46 Outone...Campbell veporting,

Note to Editora: Reach Dunn vis Natalis Lima a? 201-679-7088, Report synopsis; http://bitly/1k2sX 7K
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Operation Santa to Blelp Thousands of Chicago-Area Kids

Chicago, IL - Every year, thousunds of Chicago-area kids get a little holiday help from "Santa's elves” &t the Chicago
Post (ifice. This yenr, the post office expects vo help close to 5,000 holiday wishes come tree throagh the annual holiday
{radition kwown as Operation Sauts, Comments from Mark Reynolds, Chicago district spokesman for the U.S. Postal
Serviee,

Tmtre; Thousands of Chicago-area kids are getting some holiday help from the Chicago Post Office. Every
year, a teamt of "postal elves' help ont with Operation Santa by collecting children's Ietters and email
messages to Santa. Mark Reynolds, Chicago district spokesman for the U.S. Postal Service, says then they
make the letters publicly available so others can help fulfill those holiday wishes.

Cut 85240 112 “We've got many customers, many families, many businesses and organizations who've made it
part of their holiday tradition 1o come fook through the letiers and Find those that touch their hearts and try to Julfill
them."

Tag: Last year, the Chicago Post Office received more then 10~thousand letters to Santa. Reynolds expects
fhie same this year, although only a little more than alf of those letters are typically answered.

wh

Second Cut: Still, Reynolds says this can be a great way to help get holiday gifis to children who might not
otherwise receive them. ‘

Cut 86249 114 "We see everything from, ‘Santa, send me an iPhone,” to the really hearifelf letiers. it writing on
behalf of my grandma, she's working hard, I need clothes, I need shoes, we need just the basics to have a nice
Chrisimas.” " :

W

Third Cut: While the official deadline was Monday to help with Operation Santa donations, Reynolds says
there's still & chance fo sneak in some last-minute gifis.

Cut 87249 112 “We'll be here for the yest of the week to accept the packages. So if anybody owl there has o lelter
and hasw't finished shopping, we really need thes 10 hupry up and finish and bring the package back so we can get it
o Bis way.”

GPTIONAL BEPORTER WRAP: used hrst sonndnite(s)
LEAD: Thousands of Chicago-area kids are getting some holiday help from the Chicago Post Office. Brandon
Campbell has more,

Ciae 88249 40 Quicue.. Campbell repoviing,

Note to Editors: Reach Reynolds at 312-983-8371. Operation Sants info! hﬂp:lf’i.nsa.gowlmeiw.
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Report: 300,000 1L Kids Affected by Parent's Criminal Records

Springfield, YL - With millions of Amevicany having & criminal vecord, criminal-justice relormers say nearly half of the
sounrtry's ehildven are heing nogatively affected. A now vaport shows fhat more than 300,000 Minois childven with a lenst
on¢ pavent whe bas 4 erimingl record Bave less aocess 1o good incomes, savings, education and housing, Comments from
Rebecca Vallas, director of policy for the Poverty to Prosperity Program ai the Center for American Progress,

Intrg: With the Uniter! States leading {he world In incarceration rales, criminal-justice reformers are targeting
an wnintended consequence of that, A new report this month from the left-leaning Center for American
Progress reveals that childven who have at least one parent with a criminal record also have a tougher time in
life. Rebecca Vallas, with the center, is co-author of the report. She says for the fixst time they have been able
to estimate that nearly half of the country's children are affected, even if a parent has only been arrested and
never convicled,

Cat 74249 11 “Hoving even a minor criminal record can in many wayy be a life sentence fo poverty - not just
Jor the person with the record, but ulse for their kids awd for their fomily.”

Tag: Vallas estimates that in [Hinois more than 300-thousand children have a parent with a crintinal record.
The report notes this can negatively affect a parent's access to goed incomes, savings, education and housing,

Second Cut; A Washington Post analysis carlier this year found that the U.B. puts people behind bars at a
higher rate than any other country, The center's report shows that most employers, colleges and landlords use
ariminal background checks. With so many parents having oriminal records, Vallas says those factors can
combing o create a less-than-ideal childhood,

Cut 75249 09 "I can affecy their longuage development, thelr school performance, their edvcational atlginment,
their health and even their employment ard earniings prospeces in adulthood.”

Third Cut: To help with this issue, Vallas specifically suggests that lawmakers could enact changes such as
the Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act of 2015,

Cut 76249 12 "We've got bipiisan agreement among policy makers fn Washington that owe criminal:justice
system needs 1o be reformed, thai wa need o be smayt on crime instead of being tough on crime.”

Taw 2: These changes include ideas such as a clean-slate policy, which would seal low-level, nonviolent
criminal records once a person has proved they can live "crime-free for a set period of time." Vou can find the
fll report at Americanfrogress.org,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF: uses fivst soundbitels) ‘
LEATY: The 17.5." leads the world in incarceration rates, and criminal-justice reformers are {argeling an unintended
gonsequence of that. Brandon Campball explains.

Cng 77249 45 Ouicue.., Campbell reporting,

Note to Editors: Reach Vallas at 202-481-8174. Criminal records repori: hitp://ampr.gs/l QyeK3IA. WaPo on
prison eates: http:/wapo.st/LIcFlid.
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I, Consumer Group Urges Internet Users: 'Say No to Data Caps"

Chicago, 1L — As Comeast rolls out new data usage pilling triels, & conswmer watchdog group i asking Internet
subsevibers to sign a petition aimed at cuvbing data caps and overage charges, The Illinois Citizens Utility Board (CUB)
says these practices ean hurt customers. Internot service providers (ISPs) argue the caps would affect only the henyiest
Dferuet wsers. Comuments front Jim Chilsen, CUR communicstions divector,

Fatre: A consumer watchdog group in Tilinois has been asking Internet users 1o sign a petition aimed at
convincing Internet service providers or "I-5-Ps" to drop potential plans for data caps and new overage
charges. This comes as one of the country's largest -5-Ps, Lomeast, has been rolling out new data isage
hitling trials in several cities. Jim Chilsen with the nonprofit Citizens Utility Board, says the changes could
end up costing some custommers more than they're paying now, and could hurt competition in the marketplace.

Cut 71249 11 "The dava caps aren't in the Land of Lineoln yer, but Comedst is showing signs that it could roll
Yhis out natiomvide. And we want people to let ISPs fnow that we're angry about this.,"

Tag: A regional Comcast spokesman confirmed there are no wser-based billing trials in the Chicago market,
Comeast's provious data cap has been suspended locally since 2012. Supporters of the new billing methods
say they'te more flexible and only the heaviest Internet users would end up paying overage chiarges.

Fd

Secomd Cut. According to Comcast, only abiout sight-percent of users nationwide would hit the proposed
monthly daia cap of 300 gigabytes. As an example, someone would bave to stream about 100 howrs of H-D
videos befors being billed an overage charge. $till, Chilsen says with more people working from home, and
more devices amd apps online, mote people could end up feeling the sting of a data cap,

Cut 71249 113 "What's particularly disturbing about this is, U.S. consumers already pay some of the hghest
broadband rates in the world, We're walking about an industry trend that is gog 10 smake owr Internet bills even
higher.”

Tag: Chilsen says more than 17-hundred people have signed the "no data_cap” petition on its website.
Meanwhile, as & low-cost alternative, Comeast points to ifs 10-dollar-a-month Internet plan, which hag been
available to about 30-thousand fow-incorme Chicago houscholds since 2011,

OPTIONAL REPFORTER WRAP: uges first soundbite(s)
LEAD: A consumer watchdog group in Iinois has been asking Internet service customers to sign a petition aited at
convincing Intemnet service providers or "I-3-Ps" fo drop afty potential plans for data caps or new overage charges.
Brandon Camphbell reports.

Ot 73249 145 QOuicue.. Campbell veporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Chilsen at 312-263-4282. CUB petition: http:/bitly/1850RQb. Comeast frial FAQ:
hetp://bitly/LHISSuZ, '
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Most Illinols Seniors Saying Ne to Retirement Tax

Springfietd, 1L, - Hlinois seniors are overwhelmingly opposed to any plans for 4 vetivement income %, A new survey
shows more hiae half of people 50 or older in Ilinois would consider moving out of the state if such a tax wag
implemented, Comments from Gerardo Cardenas, comumnicationy manager for AARP Hlinols,

Intro; As Illinois continues ifs nearly six-month-long budget battle, a new survey shows niuch of the state's
senior population is opposed to a retirement ncome tax, fllinois’ AARP took a poll of about 1,000 state
residents ages 50 and older, Gerardo Cardenas, spokesman for AARP Illinois, says meny retired 1lfinois
seriors are iwmg on fixed incomes, and about 70 percent said they would have to cut thelr household
spendling if such a tax were made law.

Cut 82249 12 "Meaning cuiting on basic fuings like groceries, healfhcare costs, including prescription drugy.
Another 60 percent would be forced to move to another state where the laws didn't include a tax on reiirement
fneome. "

Tag: Currently, there are no official plans in the stafe legislature for a retirement income fax, However, the
Daily Herald reports that some Ilinois lawmakers have been talking about the idea privately,

LE £

Secomd Cwt: This comes a5 the state's deficit continues to grow., Meanwhile, state lawmakers and’ the
Goverhor continue to debate on how to fund public services. Cardenas says the state shouldn't look to retirees
10 raise new revenues,

Cut 83249 14  "Some things that the legislators need to understand, just because somebody's retired doesn't
maan that they live comfortably, About 20 percent of Blinois retiress five on Social Security alone, which meuns q lot
of them are living In poversy.”

Tag: Some state lawmakers have already been opposing the ides, including Demoeratic state senator Tom
Cullerton and Republican Representative David MeSweeney, Many states do impose a fax on ietiree income,
though often with an exemption until a cettain income threshold is met.

B

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uses firgt soundbite(s)
LEAD: As Ilfinois continues its nearly six-morith-long budget battle, Brandon Campbell réports on a new survey that
shows trucht of the state’s senior population is opposed to a retirement income tax.

Cut 84249 138 Quicue...Camphell reporting,

Note to Editors: Reach Cardenas at 312-458-3609; Survey resulis: http:/bitly/10dvuOX.
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