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Champaign, IL 61821
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Public File Information for 3rd Quarter of 2015

As station News Director, | can certify that this group of stations runs daily newscasts from S5AM-9AM
and also airs “Focus,” a news and public affairs program on Sunday mornings on WLRW 94.5 FM-WIXY
100.3 FM-WREE 92.5 FM-WYXY 99.1 FM-Oldies 97.9 (WLRW 94.5 FM HD-2)-Extra 92.1 (WCFF 92.5 EM
HD-2)-Hits 99.7 (WIXY 100.3 FM HD-2}. “Focus” deals with the issues facing our community and our
state. Here are some of the issues covered on “Focus” programs in recent weeks with attached scripts:

Veterans and job opportunities

Fourth of July etiquette

Summer and holiday travel and travel tips with lllinois State Trooper Tracy Lillard

Christmas in July fundraiser

Farm to school programs

Urban flooding

DUl arrests in Decatur top in the state

The rise in heroin use ]

Reducing household water usage L
- Local track club heading to the USATF National fr. Olympics
Aquifer research
. An endangered species of dragonfly released into the wild 7 3
. lllinots’ high rates of child poverty '
. Champaign’s hidden art gailery
. Baby First Expo i .
. Hap}l)inress H;Jppens Month DEBUH{“H E,FOLLHT- a 1

. ; Motary Public - S¢ata of llfincis ;

» Back-to-School sales tax holiday ¢ My Commissing Explres Nov 19, 2017 1) :
. Vaccination debate E e TR AR
. Medicaid turns 50 S :
. Free public wifi can be risky
. Courage Connection
. llinols a top state for supporting those with asthma and allergies
. National Health Center Week in August and Suicide Prevention Week in September
. Genetically modified organisms (GMO) bill .
. llinois’ lack of a budget and the strain on child welfare organizations ;
. Back-to School and attendance habits
. Contact fens care
. “Green Latinos”
. Woody's Menagerie hit with violations of the Animal Welfare Act
. Healthy sleep habits
. Career opportunities in the IT field
. Hunger Action Month and IRG's Feeding Our Kids fundraiser
. Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County’s Dare to Dream, Dream to Build event
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“Escape room” trend is in Champaign —
. Same-sex discrimination charges filed on a B&B in Paxton
. A push to reinstate the death penalty

. Women and unequal pay

. “Pumpkin Chunkin
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n a daily basis, and Focus airs weekly. =
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FOCUS 7/5/2015
Connecting veterans with job opportunities.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. In o difficult job market, finding meaningful employment
can be a hard job for veterans returning home. But a new injtiative in 25 cities, including Chicago, is
working to promote economic success for veterans and their families through educational and
employment opportunities. Mary Schuermann from iflinois News Connection has more. {START VETS AND
JOBS SEGMENT)

IN: “There are an...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection,”

The 4th of July may be over, but there are still rules to follow when you hang the stars and stripes. That
story Is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus, I'm station news director Sarah Addison. The Fourth of July was yesterday, but
that doesn’t mean the decorations and flags need to come down. Before hanging the Stars and Stripes,
the United States Flag Code calls for specific procedures to ensure any flag displayed is shown with
respect. Mary Schuermann from ilfinois News Connection has more. (START 4TH ETTIQUETTE SEGMENT)

IN: “Flags are popping...”

QUT: “... illinois News Connection.”

The National Safety Council is expecting this Fourth of July weekend to be one of the deadliest on record
on the nation’s roadways, with more than 400 traffic fatalities estimated nationally between Thursday
evening and Sunday night, Mary Schuermann from Illinois News Connection reports. (START 4TH TRAVEL
SEGMENT)

IN: “The Fourth of July...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

We'll continue the conversation of travelling safely this summer with illinois State Trooper Tracy Lilfard
next oh Focus,

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Tim Taylor from the Morning Mix on
Mix 94.5 and | spoke with Illinois State Trooper Tracy Lillard about the dangers of summer travel. (START
TRACY LILLARD INTERVIEW)

IN: “Obviously we're into...”
OUT: “... Thanks! Drive savel”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this weelk’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, [L 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
rmorning.
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lllinois News Connection
A statewide news service for Illinois
Producer;: Mary Kuhlman, 4064 N. Lincoln Ave. #231, Chicago, IL, 60618 Ph: 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1830 E-muil;
o inc@newsservice.org

MEDIA PRODUCTS ONLINE: www.newsservice.org Your Web Account ID is: INC-249
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June 29, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Initiative Connecting IL Veterans with Education, Job Opportunities

Springheld, IL - In a difficalt job markes, finding meaningfml employment can be a hard job for veteyans returning home
to Hlinois. But a new initiutive in 25 cities, intluding Chicago, is working to promote economic snecess for veternns and
their families through educational and employment opportunities, Commenty from Rosye ("Resie")Cloud, director, Office
of Frangition, Employment and Econamic Impnet, U.S Department of Veterany Affaivs, Image available: photo of
soldiers.

Intro: There are an estimated 76 thousand post-9/11 veterans living in Illinois, a number that’s expected to
rise as more return home. Experts say these veterans face a multitude of challenges, including an economy
with limited job openings. The director of the V-A’s Office of Transition, Employment and Economic Impact,
Royse Cloud, says veterans are leaving the military trained and ready for work, and once they are connected
to employment they persist and achieve. But she says gefting that first job can sometimes be difficult.

Cut 85249 12 "When you have 99 percent of the country that hasn't served it may be a litde more difficdlt io
undgrsiand the type of service and the type of opporiunities and work that our men gnd women have experienced
during their service."

Tag: The V-A recently launched its Veterans Economic Communities Initiative in Chicago and other cities to
help veterans gain competitive career skills and knowledge in local, in-demand fields. Cloud says the VA is
partnering with businesses, educators, community organizations and others to connect veterans and their
families to educational and employment opportunities in their area.

*xd

Second Cut: Cloud says the inifiative is about building partnmsh]ps and strong collaboration with service
organizations and partners at the local level.

Cut 56249 :15  "The VA ix coming into these communities to not only learn about the great work that's abready
happening, but fo also ensure that the lines of communicaiion are flowing so that any federal programs, benefiis,
services and partnerships are made available to everybody af the community level "

Tag: The Veterans Economic Communities Initiative is currently in 25 cities and is expected to add 25 more.
Cloud says the first communities were selected based on unemployment, employment opportunities,
education spending and post-9/11 veteran populations,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: There are an estimated 76 thousand post 9/11 veterans lwmg in Illinois, a number that’s expected to rise as
more return home, As Mary Schuermann reports, there's a new effort to help these veterans, who sometimes face a
multitude of challenges including an economy with Himited job opsnings.

Cut 37249 131 Outcue.. Mary Schuermanne reporting,

Note to Editors: Reach Cloud at 202-461.-7600,
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July 3, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Rules to Follow When Hanging the Stars and Stripes

Springfield, IL - lllinoisans are getting set to celebrate the Fourth of July holiday. And before hanging the Stars and
Stripes, the United States Flag Code calls for specific procedures fo ensure any flag displayed is shown respect.
Comments from Mike Buss, deputy direcior, Americanism Division, American Legion national headquarters. Image
available: photo of an American Flag,

Intro: Flags are popping up all over Illinois this Fourth of July weekend. But there are some important
"dos and don’ts" to consider before flying Old Glory. The U-S Flag Code became public law in 1942 and
specifies the exact rules for use and display of the flag. Mike Buss with the American Legion says above
all, he hopes people show respect for the flag,

Cut61249 :14 "Hopefully, they 're flying their flag. And if they've been flying it, give pause to look up,
remember what that flag means. It represents our country and of course, everyone has their own
opinion, their own thoughts as to what the flag means to them. If you ask 20 people, I'd venture io
guess you’ll get 20 different answers."

Tag: Buss says it’s okay to fly a flag in the rain, as long as it’s an all-weather flag - and at night, the flag
needs proper illumination. He adds the flag should never be displayed if it is tattered, torn or faded. If a
flag becomes no longer serviceable, it can be given to the American Legion to be destroyed in a disposal
ceremony.

* k&

Second Cut: Buss says it’s permissible to use paper plates and balloons or even wear clothing with a flag
image or the stars-and-stripes pattern. But he says the actual American Flag should never be used in that
way.

Cut 62249 :13 "If you don’t use the flag, you're fine. If you decide you want to take the flag and make
it into a bikini — or worse yet, I've seen articles where people use the flag as a tablecloth — that's a
real no-no. You shouldn’t do that. "

Tag: The Flag Code also covers patriotic customs, such as etiquette during the national anthem. All
people present are expected to face the flag, remove their hat, and place their right hand over their heart.

Buss adds that misusing the flag is considered a breach of the Flag Code, but there are no penalties or
fines for doing so. \
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July 1,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Holiday Travel: Dangerous Weekend Expected on IL Roads

Springfield, 11 — The National Safety Countil is expecting this Foarth of July weekend to be one of the deadliest on
record on the nation’s roadways, with more than 400 traffic fatalities estimated nafionafly between Tharsday evening and
Sunday night, Commments from Debbie Hepsiman, president and CEOQ, National Safety Council. Images avajtable: photo of
highway traftie and headshot of Hersman.

Intro: The Fourth of July is almost upon us and, as some Illinoisans pack their cars for holiday travel, safety
experts are reminding folks to be extra cautious on the roads. The National Safety Council is estimating 409
people will lose their lives, and more than 49-thousand will be injured nationally in car accidents hetween
Thursday evening and Sunday night. President and C-E-O Debbie Hersman says roadways are especially
dangerous in the summer months, and there is increased risk during holiday weekends.

Cut 58249 ;15 "We actually expect this Fourth of July to be the worst Fowrth of July on record when it comes to
Sftalities since 2008. A lot of people ave driving ~ the economy is getting betey, gas prices are Jower than they weve
last simmer « all of this contribytes 1o ncreased visk, "

Tag: She says in [tinois, there were nearly one-thousand motor vehicle fatalities in 2013, and there’s been an
increase in deaths every month this year since January. She says in general, buses, trains and airlines have
much lower death rates than passenger vehicles per passenger mile of fravel.

L2 2

Second Cut: Hersman says the good news is, advanced car features such as anti-lock brakes, back-up
cameras and electronic stability control are helping to improve vehicle safety. But she says drivers also need
to be responsible and take precautions.

Cut 59249 :11  "ds peopie are making their plans and packing for their summer vacation, make sure that they
retnember when they are on the voad to put down the phone, to buckle up; make sure that they atways have a sober
driver.”

Tag: According to the C-D-C, car accidents are the leading cause of death among people ages one to 54, and
seat belts reduce serious crash-related injuries and deaths by about half.

OFTIONAL REFORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: The Fourth of July is almost upon us and, as some Liinoisans pack their cars for holiday travel, safety experts
are reminding folks to be exira cantious on the roads. Mary Schuermann repoits,

Ciut 60249 :52  Ouicue...Schuermgnn reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Hersman at 800-621-7615. Movre info af www.nsc.org and at
www.cde.gav/motorvehiclesafety/seathelts/facts. htm),




FQCUS 7/12/2015
Christmas in July comes to C-U

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. Ryan Leskis is our director of community resources fiere
at the Illini Radio Group and hosts a podcast called “Show and Tell.” His goal is to bring higher awareness
of the unique and exciting events, people and places of Central lffinois. (START XMAS IN JULY SEGMENT)

IN: “Today I'm joined...”
OUT: “... slash winter event.”
Farm to school is a win-win in lllinois. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Farm to school programs here and
around the country are bringing fresh, locally grown food to children while putting more money in the
pockets of farmers. This year, Congress is considering the Farm to School Act of 2015, which would
improve upon and expand these programs. Mary Schuermann from illinois News Connection reports.
(START FARM TO SCHOOL SEGMENT)

IN: “School cafeterias around...”

OUT: “... Hlinois News Connection.”

A new report from the Iilinois Department of Natural Resources finds urban flooding is a prevalent and
expensive problem in the state. According to the findings, more than $2.3 billion in damages were
reported from urban flooding between 2007 and 2014. Mary Schuermann from Hiinois News Connection
has more. (START URBAN FLOODING SEGMENT)

IN: “Urban flooding is...”
QuT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison ~ News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.




Illinois News Connection

A statewide news service for llinois

Producer; Mary Kuhlman, 4064 N. Lincoln Ave. #231, Chicago, IL, 60618 Ph: 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1830 E-mail:
inc@newsservice.org
MEDIA PRODUCTS ONLINE: www.newsservice.org Your Web Account ID is; INC-249
Sound Files on the Phone: (888) 600-9800, ID Code: 29
Direct login: www.newsservice.org/story

July 9, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Urban Flooding: A Big, Expensive Problem in Illinois

Springfield, IL — A new report from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources finds urban flooding is a prevalent
and expensive problem in the state. According fo the findings, more than $2.3 billion in damages were reported from
urban flooding between 2007 and 2014. Comments from Loren Wobig (woh-big), manager, Division of Resource
Management (IDNR). Image available: Photo of a car on a flooded street.

Intro: Urban flooding is prevalent throughout Illinois, and a new report says state agencies are
examining ways to address the problem. The Illinois Department of Natural Resources says between
2007 and 2014, flooding in urban areas caused more than two-billion dollars in damages. Loren Wobig
with the department’s Division of Resource Management says climate trends have increased rainfall, and
the older sewer systems just weren't designed for the amount of runoff they have to accommodate.

Cut 70249 :14 "Maybe for a 10-year event, they were looking at a four-inch rainfall or a three-inch
rainfall. And now, we re finding that those communities are experiencing those kinds of rainfalls on
a much more frequent basis, or perhaps the intensity of that rainfall is greater than what they were
designing for."

Tag: To reduce urban flooding and its impacts, the report offers many recommendations — including
developing a model storm-water ordinance for communities; improved data collection and analysis; and
updating aging, undersized storm sewer systems.

FdF

Second Cut: Wobig says another key is ensuring residents are well informed about their insurance
options.

Cut 71249 13 "The report recommends creating some flyers, perhaps that would be distributed
during closings ov that could be provided to venters, to make them aware that there are insurance
products out there available to them that kind of cover that risk."

Tag: He adds there is no easy solution to urban flooding, and it will take a combination of strategies to
reduce the risks — including collaboration by neighborhoods, cities and state agencies.

ok
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Tuly 6, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Farm to School Win-Win in Illinois

Springfield, IL - Farm to school programs in Ifinois and around the couniry are bringing fresh, locally grown food to
children while puiting more money in the pockets of farmers. This year, Congress is congidering the Farm to School Act
of 2015, which would improve upon and ¢xpand these programs, Commients from Wes King, executive director, Ilinois
Stewardship Alliance. hnage available: photo of 4 worker's liand and apples,

Intro: School cafeterias around Iflinois are using more locally-sourced fiuits and vegetables, while teaching
children a thing or two about the benefits of healthy eating. The Chicago Public Schools system is among
districts incorporating food from school gardens and local farms into cafeteria menus. And the New Berlin
School District provides educational programs for children and their families about healthy eating and local
food. Wes King with the Iilinois Stewardship Alliance says these opportunities help to put children in the
driver’s seat of a heaithier diet,

Cut 64249 110 "There’s just something 1o being involved in the process, seeing where it comes from that makes
kids more excited and more willing to make that leap into irying some new healthier foods.”

Tag: King adds that federal policy is key to ensuring healthy options are available for all Ifiineis school
children. And the Farm to School Act of 2013 introcduced this year as part of the Child Nufrition
Reauthorization Act would expand these Farm to Schoot programs, 01

LR 2

Second Cut: King says Farm to School programs ate a win-win because children access fresh food and area
agriculture gets a boost.

Cut 65249 :14  "The more hkely we have apportunities to have that healihy, fresh vegetables be from Javing
nearby, which means move money in the pockets of farms but alse means more money in those communivies, so it
really can have a much lerger impace by keeping those dollars locally.

Tag: The Farm to School Act would increase funding to include preschools, summer food service program
sites and after school programs, It also would improve program participation from veterans and beginning
furmers and ranchers,

FEk

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAP: uses soundbite(s)

LEAD: School cafetetias around Illinois ate using more locally-sourced fruits and vegetables, while teaching
children a thing or two about the benefits of healthy eating, Mary Schuermann reports.
Cut 66249 :30  Outcue.. Mury Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: King is available at 217-528 1563 or wes@ilstewards.org.

g

iRl LA







&LW'}/ @7(?0 3/
FOCUS 7/26/2015 % 5////{: QJJ/ O P/q

The consequences of draining aquifers

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison, Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. A new study finds illinois is among states transferring a
heavy vofume of groundwater from aquifers. Researchers at the Ui found the Central Valley aquifer, the
High Plains aquifer and the Mississippi Embayment aquifer are being managed in ways that are not
sustainable. Mary Schuermann from Hlinois News Connection reports. (START AQUIFER SEGMENT)

IN: "Aquifers provide a...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

They've lived in a lab for four to five years, and now, several mature Hine’s emerald dragonfiies are being
released into the wild in illinois. it is on the endungered species list and researchers are working to
increase the dragonfly's population size and its genetic diversity. Mary Schuermann from illinois News
Connection has more. (START DRAGONFLY SEGMENT)

IN: “Ecologists are working...”
OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”
Child poverty lingers in illinois. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. A national snapshot of child well-being
released earljer this week finds ilfinois continues to struggle with high rates of child poverty. According to
the Anne E. Casey Foundation’s 2015 KIDS COUNT Data Book, 21 percent of children in the state live in
poverty, with rates rising higher for families in some groups. Mary Schuermann from lllinois News
Connection reports. (START CHILD POVERTY SEGMENT)

IN: “Not only is...”

OUT: “... Ilinois News Connection.”

Ryan Leskis is our director of community resources here at the ilfini Radio Group and hosts a podcast
called "Show and Tell.” His goal is to bring higher awareness of the unique and exciting events, people
and places of Central lllinois. (START BABY EXPO SEGMENT)

IN: “Today we’re here...”
OUT: “... to seeing everybody.”
The coolest art gallery you've never heard of. More of “Show and Tell” next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Checking back in with our director of
community resources Ryan Leskis and his podcast “Show and Tell.” (START GALLERY SEGMENT)

IN:“"m joined today...”
OUT: “...just appraciate it.”

And that’ll do it for this week’s Focus, Thanks for joining us. if you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.,
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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July 20, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Overdrawn: The Consequences of Draining Aquifers

Springflield, 1L — A new study finds 1linois is amorig states {transferring a heavy volume of groundwater from aquifers.
Researchers found the Central Valley aquifer, the High Plains aquiler and the Mississippi Embayment aquifer are being
mpuaged iu ways that are not sustainable. Comments from Megan Konar, assistant professor, Civil and Environmental
Engineering Department, University of Ilinols Urbana-Champaign. Image available: Pheto of field irrigation,

Intro: Aquifers provide a natural source of groundwater, and a new study from the University of Illinois
examines the possible consequences of over-drawing from three major aquifers in the U-8. Megan Konar and
other researchers examined the Central Valley, High Plaing and Migsissippi Embayment aquifers. She says
retiance on these three aquiters accounted for 93-percent of groundwater depletion in the U-S between 2000
and 2008.

Cut 83249 10 "Ground water aguifer is like a bark. Se, if vou're just drawing out & lot more money than you've
putting in, then eventually, your finite supply 15 going to end. And so, we 're just using a lot more water than is heing
recharged. "

Tag: The study found Illinois is transferring large volumes of water from the High Plains and Mississippi
Embayment aquifers. Konar suggests policies be enacted to slow groundwater depletion, including creating
groundwater property rights, or a market for water, in which it is allocated to farmers and they can then sell or
buy it.

Second Cut: Konar says depleting the aquifers could lead to difficult choices that affect food security. The
report found agriculture uses the majority of water from aquifers, and Konar says a reliable water source is
essential to producing staple comumodities, such as rice, wheat and corn,

Cut 84249 :15  "We found that they contribute 10 18.5 percent of domestic cereal supply in the U.S, and that
interestingly, they also conwibute a large fraction to a few countries internationadly. They contribtite almost 10
percent 1o the cereal supply of Japan, Tabwan and Fanama,”

Third Cut; Urban arcas also rely heavily on aquifers, and Konar contends that groundwater depletion will
affect their ability to meet normal water demands and respond to climate changes.

Cut 85249 :13  “Projections for the future climate ave thet it's going 10 increase in variability and so, having
these groundwater resonrces to buffer against variability is really importand, They ‘ve likely going fo be more valuable
i the future, So, we showld really start thinking of them as a strategic natwal resowrce,”

Tag: Chicago relics on two pereent of the water from the High Plains aquifer, and one percent of the
Mississippi Embayment aquifer.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Aquifers provide a natural source of groundwater, and a new study from the University of Tilinois examines
the possible conseguences of over-drawing from three major aquifers in the U-8. Mary Schuermann reports.

Cht 86249 :43  Outcue.. Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Konar at 217.244-1073 or mkonar@illinois,edu, The study;
Iitty:/inth pnas.org/content/112/28/8561. full.pd L.
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July 21, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
"Irreplaceable' Dragonfly Spreads its Wings in [llinois

Springfield, 1L — They've lived in a Iab for four to five years, and now, several mature Hine's emerald dragonilies are
being released into the wild in Illinois, 1t is on the endangered species list and researchers are workiing to increase the
dragowfly's population size and its genetic diversity. Comments from Mike Grimm, conservation ecologist, Nature
Conservaucy. Iinage available: photo of a Fline's emergld dragonfly.

Intro: Ecologists are working to hoost the population of a rare dragontfly in Iilinois, The Hine's emerald
dragonfly is federally endangered, and is found in just a few states. Researchers at the University of South
Dakota incubated eggs fiom Wisconsin in a lab, and are now releasing them as mature dragonflies into a
northeast Illinois forest. Mike Grimm with the Nature Conservancy says the idea is to build up the existing
wild population, so it can withstand disease or any natural distarbances.

Cut 87249 111 “If you have a larger population that has a more diverse genetic makeup, your odds of surviving
some navral catastrophe or habitai change - your chances of survival - are much better. "

Tag: The dragonflics were raised in the lab for four to five years, and about 20 are expected to be released
into the wild. In lllinois, it’s estimated there are just over 300 individual emerald dragontlies, and others are
found in Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin,

sk

Second Cut: Like any endangered specics, Grimm says the emerald dragonfly is worth protecting,

Cut 88249 :09  "It's a three- to four-inch long, black with bright green, emerald eyes, You know, it's quite a
heariful animed, and its value in that sense of an rreplaceable part of our natural world, ™

Yok

Third Cut Grimm says it takes the commitment of many to make conservation work successful, and i this
case, the University of South Dakota, the Nature Conservancy, U-8 Fish and Wildlife Service and other
organizations came together,

Cut 89249 10 "This is juse another example of one of these collaborative conservation projects thar require
caordination, fime, finding and a ot of skill, and it's @ learning apportunity for us."

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD:-Ecologists are working to boost the population of a rare dragonfly in Illinois. As Mary Schuermann reports
the Hine’s emerald dragonfly is federally endangered, and is found in just a few select states,

Cut 90249 47  Outous... Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Grimm at 703-841-5300.
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Child Poverty Lingers in Illinois; Disparities Continue

Springfield, IL — A national suapshot of child well-being released Tuesday finds Ilinois continues to struggle with high
rates of child poverty. According to the Anne E. Casey Foundation’s 2015 KIDS COUNT Data Book, 21 percent of
IMinois children live in poverty, with rates rising higher for families in some groups. Commments from Larry Joseph,
divector of vescarch, Voices for lllinois Children. Image available: Photo of givls holding hands,

Intro: Not only is poverty a lingering problem for Illinois children, a new report also finds the impacts of the
recession have been the harshest for the most disadvantaged groups. The Annie E. Casey Foundation's 2015
KIDS COUNT Data Book finds 21 percent of Illinois children live in poverty, up from 17 percent in 2008,
And Lanry Joseph with Voices for llinois Children says the recession hit some families particularly hard,

Cut 91249 112 “Between 2008 and 2013, povery rates in iinois increased by six percentage poinis for black
kids, five percentage points for Latino childven, bui only twa percentage poinis for white children.”

Tag: The report examines four sets of indicators of child well-being: economic stability, education, health,
and family and commuynity, [llinoiy is near the national average in most areas, but fares better than other states
in preschool participation and children’s health insurance coverage.

Second Cat: Besides the recession, Joseph says longer-term changes in the stntcture of the economy have
made it difficult for families to make ends meet, He adds the job market has become limited for those without
higher education, and more parents lack secure employment and pay.

Cut 92249 112 "Medion family income has not kept pace with inflation the past 15 years. Median ecrnings for
full-fime, year-round workers have not kept pace with inflaion, either.”

Third Cut, Joseph says child poverty nceds to be addressed with comprehensive policies that strengthen
parents' income and work supports. Among them, he fists affordable childcare for low-income working
families,

Cut 93249 13 “The Childcare Assisiance program in Minois helpy parenss, in pavlicular single mothers, iv
mainiain stable employment. Unfortunately, that program is in serious jeopardy "

Tag: The governor’s proposed budget includes deep cuts to the program and limits eligibility. On the national
level, Joseph says the Federal Earned Income Tax Credit and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
both help lift families out of poverty, and have positive long-term effects on children.

OPTTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s) :
LEAD; Not only is poverly a lingering problem for IMfinois children, a new report also finds the impacts of the
recession have been the harshest for the most disadvantaged groups. More fiom Mary Schuermann,

Cut 94249 :47  Outcwe. Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Joseph at 312-516-5556. The report is online at aecf.org. [0




FOCUS 7/19/2015
Why Decatur tops the list for DUI arrests in illinois.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. A new survey examines the efforts of fllinois police
departments to keep drunk drivers off the roads. The Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists’ Annual
Survey ranks agencies for DUI arrests, with Decatur taking the top spot. Mary Schuermann from ilfinois
News Connection reports. (START DUl SEGMENT)

IN: “The work of...”

OUT: “... llinois News Connection.” .

Heroin use is on the rise, more than doubling among young adults over the past ten years. Those are the
findings of recent research from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which also
finds o connection to prescription painkillers. Mary Schuermann from Hllinois News Connection has more.
(START HEROIN2 SEGMENT)

IN: “Heroin use and...”
QUT: “... lllinols News Connection.”
“If it’s yellow, let it mellow” might not be such a crazy practice after all. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. New research from indiana University-
Bloomington shows that flushing the toilet less often could significantly reduce household water usage,
but disgust and contamination concerns keep people reaching for the handle. Mary Schuermann from
illinois News Connection has more, {START FLUSH SEGMENT)

IN: “When it comes...”

OUT: “... llinois News Connection.”

The Vipers Track Club is made up of athletes from Bloomington, Centennial, Central, Danville, Monticello,
St. Thomas More and Urbana High Schools along with Franklin, Edison, Jefferson, Rantoul and Urbana
Middle Schools. They hope to take the club to the USATF National Jr. Olympics in Jacksonville, Florida at
the end of the month. They are looking for sponsors and supporters who are willing to use the “Pay it
Forward” initiative to help out! Tim Taylor from the Morning Mix on Mix 94.5 and | talked with the Vipers
earlier this week. (START VIPERS INTERVIEW)

IN: “So we are...”
OUT: "... that you need.”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 Waest Bradley Avenue,
Champaign, iL 61821, Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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DUI Arrest Survey Highlights Work of Illinois Police

Spriugfield, 1k — A new swrvey examines the efforts of Illinois police departments to keep drunk drivery off the roads,
The Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorisis’ Annual Survey ranks agencies for DUE arrests, with Decatur taking the top
spot. Comments from Rito Kreslin, execntive director for AAIM, Alliauce Against Intoxicated Motorists, Tmage
availalle: photo of a DUL arvest.

Intro: The work of police departments around Ilfinois to reduce drunk driving is highlighted in a new survey.
The Alliance Agamst Intoxicated Motorists surveyed departments to determine how many D-U-I arrests are
made, and to give special recognition to the most productive agencies and officers. Executive director Rita
Kreslin says cops face dangerous sifuations when stopping a suspected intoxicated driver.

Cut 79249 ;15 '"Not only can you get a driver that's belligerent but there's @ lot of visk invoived because you
never know who's driving behind that wheel. And we commend our officers every year, let them know thar they're
doing good work, o leep up the good fight and that what they do makes a difference.”

Tag: According fo the survey, the Decatur Police Department ranked first in the state with 477 arrests in
2014, followed by Springfield and Naperville. Because of its size, Chicago is in its own category, and the
survey found 33-hundred D-U-I arrests, about two percent fewer than 2013.001

Second Cuf; Kreslin says education and awareness are crucial to stemming drunk driving, and she contends
it's always safer and cheaper to find alternative transportation when drinking alcohol than to face the possible
consequences of a D-U-I arrest. But she adds that many people still don't get the message.

Cut 80249 :14  "The average drunk driver, they say, drives 80 times before they actually get caught. And they get
brave because they're doing it so often and eventually it's either a cop that's going to siop them, a tree or maybe even
a small child crossing the street.”

Third Cut: The Alliance Against Infoxicated Motorists organizes Victim Tmpact Panels that involve
hundreds of D-U-I defendants in Illinois each month, Krestin says victims of drunk-driving accidents meet
with offenders to share their stories.

Cut 81249 14 "Many times, the victims have lost a loved one and they're sharing the story gf how the drunk
driving crash happened, and many times the offender is telling the story of how he took the life of someone or she taok
the life of someone because of poor cholces and decisions.that they made. ™

Tag: Kreslin says presentations also are held at schools, businesses and law enforcement agencies to
encourage prevention and illustrate the consequences of impaired driving,

OFTIONAL REPORTER WRATP: uses soundbite(s)

LEAD: The work of police departments around Illinois to reduce drunk driving is hightighted in a new survey. We
get the story from Mary Schuermann.

Cut 82249 49 Quicue.. Mary Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Kreslin is avaitable at 847-240-0027. The survey: aaiml.org,
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CDC Examines Rise in Heroin Uge in States Including Minois

Springfield, I1. ~ Heroin use is on the rise, more than doubling among young adults over the past ten years, Those are the
findings of recent research from the U.S, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which also finds a
connection to preseription painkillers, Commmenis from CDC Director Dr. Tom Frieden (FREE-den). Image available:
Photo of a heroin needle,

Intro: Heroin use and abuse in the U-§ is rising among most age groups and income levels, according to a
recent report from the C-D-C. Usage has risen the fastest, more than doubling, for young adults, In Illinois
last year, more than 600 people died from a heroin overdose, The reasons behind the rise are complicated,
says (-D-C Director Dr. Tom Frieden. But one thing is clear ~ there’s a connection to opioid prescription
painkiller addiction.

Cut 76249 14 "The chemival is essentially the same. So, when heroin is five fimes cheaper and much more
widely available, i becomes something thar's dyiving this trend of rapid increase in heroin use.”

Tag: It may be a case of unintended consequences, with Frieden explaining that prescription painkillers
became harder to obtain after limits were imposed because of addiction concerns. The C-D-C' report says
45-peroent of those who have used heroin had been dependent on preseription painkitlers, Another finding;
people without health coverage are more likely to use heroin.

Second Cut: There's.also been a national uptick in heroin overdose deaths, more than eight-thousand in 2013,
Krieden says quality and potency varies on the street, and overdose-reverse medications aren’t always readily
available in emergency rooms, although he says that needs to ohange, He underscores the need to keep opioid
painkillers as medical treatment options despite the heroin comnection, with pros and cons weighed carefully.

Cut 7724% 18  "If someone has excruciating pain from a swrgical procedure, or a car crash, or a severe,
terminal pain from cancer, you absolutely want io provide oll palliation. For chronic non-cancer pain, you reclly have
to look at the risks and the benefits.”

Tag: Recommendations for stemming the tide of heroin abuse include increased access to ireatment,
including medication-pssisted treatments; recognition of the link between past preseription painkiller
dependence and future heroin use; and pain treatment plans for chronic sufferers that inchude options beyond
medications, o

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uses fivst soundbife(s)
LEAD: Heroin use and abuse in the U-S is rising among most age groups and income levels, according to a new
report from the C-D-C. Usage has risen the fastest, more than doubling, for young adults. More from Mary
Schuermann, ~

Cut 78249 155 Qutcue. Mary Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Dr, Tom Frieden by media@cde.gov. Report: "Today's Heroin Epidemic,” at
hitp:/www.cde,govivitalsigny/heroin/index, html,
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Study: Changes in Flushing Attitudes Could Reduce Water Use

Springfield, IL — New research from Indiana University-Bloomington shows that flashing the toilet less often could
significantly reduce hounsehold water usage, but disgust and contamination concerns keep people reaching for the handle.
Comments from Michelle Lute (loof), post-doctoral fellow, School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Indiana
University-Bloonington. Image available: phato of & toilet.

Intro; When it comes to water conservation, experts say every drop in the bucket counts - including those
drops in the comunode, According to a survey from Indiana University- Bloomington toilets are a huge water
guzzler, accountmg for more than a quarter of household water use. While urine is not Jinked to the harmful
bacteria found in stools, the majority of people surveyed reported always flushing after urination. Researcher
Michelle Lute says if multlple households started reducing their flushing, it would add up significantly.

Cut 73249 ;14 A lot of people think it's not worthwhile 1o reduce their own flushing because they think other
people won't. But if we can change that aititude, people can be alking about 'Oh, this is aworthwhile thing to do and
1know that other people ave also doing it,' that might increase motivation to fhush less. "

Tag: The survey found the main reasons that people flush after urinating are disgust, habit, belief about
cleanliness and a lack of environmental motivation. Lute says new innovations in the marketplace could help
to change attitudes, including environmentally friendly products that can mask the smefl and color of urine
left behind.

L 1]

Second Cut: Lute says researchers examined toilet flushing because people do it several times a day without
much thought. She encourages Iilinoisans to consider not rushing to flush. 1000

Cut 74249 14  "People have different rules. Sometimes they flush every other time, or oxce if reaches a certain
color, or @ certain amounnt of toilet paper, thar sort of thing. Whatever people are comfortable with - but simply just
vedicing a couple flushes a day can make a big difference. ”

Tag: The online survey included one thousand people from across the country and is published in the Journal
of Environmental Psychology.

LR ]

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: When it comes to water conservation, experts say every drop in the bucket counts - including those drops in
the commode. Mary Schuermann explains.

Ciat 75249 255 Quicue.. Mary Schuermann reporiing,

Note to Editors: Reach Lute at 219.628.4910 The survey:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/$0272494413300165,




FOCUS 8/9/2015
Happiness happens: Finding joy in the little things

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. The stress of daily life can easily dampen one’s moad, but
people across the country are encouraged to try to bring more happiness into their lives during Happiness
Happens Month in August. Mary Schuermann from Illinois News Connection has more (START HAPPINESS
SEGMENT)

IN: “Looking at the...”

QUT: “... Illinois News Connection.”

Hlinois is not among the more than a dozen states with back-to-school sales tax holidays. While same totit the
benefits of tax-exempt events, some tax policy experts say the state may not be missing out on much. Mary
Schuermann from lilinois News Connection reports. (START TAX HOLIDAY SEGMENT)

IN: “lllincisans are not...”
OUT: “... llinois News Connection.” .
Kids going back to school have a new vaccine requirement. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus, I'm station news director Sarah Addison. State health leaders are reminding families
about immunization requirements as you get your kids ready for back-to-school. This fall, there is a new
vaccine requirement for sixth and 12th graders to protect against meningitis. Mary Schuermann from Hiinois
News Connection reports. (START VACCINE SEGMENT)

IN: “As lllinois families...”

OuT: “... Illinois News Connection.”

As Medicaid turns 50 this week, a new report highiights the difference the health insurance program is
making in the fives of low-income children in lllinofs. Mary Schuermann from fllinois News Connection has
more. (START MEDICAID SEGM ENT)

IN: “The Medicaid program...”
QUT: “... to seeing everybody.”
Free Wi-Fi is convenient, yet risky. That story Is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. A new survey of Internet users shows that
the freedom and convenience of public wireless networks may come at a cost. According to an AARP Fraud
Watch Network report, nearly half of people quizzed about online and wireless safety failed. Mary
Schuermann from iflinois News Connection has more, (START FREE WIF] SEGMENT)

IN: “Public wireless networks...”
OUT: “...lllinois News Connection.”

PSAs

And that’ll do it for this weelk’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments about
this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue. Champaign, IL
61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday morning.
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Happiness Happens: Finding Joy in the Little things

Springileld, IL ~ The stress of daily life can ensily dampen one’s mood, but people across the country are enconraged to try to bring
maye hpppiness imto their Hves during Happiness Happens Month in Angust. Comments from Pameln Gall Johnaon, founder, Secvet
Suciety of Happy People. Image available: photo of people jmnping into u lake.

Inire: Looking at the brighter side is not always easy when things get you down, but during August Illinoisans and
other folks around the country are being challenged to find ways o incorporate more happiness into their lives. If’s
Happiness Happens Month, established by the Secret Society of Happy People. Founder Pamela Gail Johnson says
while there are a lot of unpleasantries in the world, there are plenty of joyful things. She suggests trying to start and end
the day on a positive note.

Cut 2924% 18 "Even if that mgang not looking onling, or ot Twitter feed, or warching the news before going to bed. Go
wedch a sticom, or sit and meditate, or read a funmy book, or talk o somebody who maekes you laugh. Try lo do something 50 you
do find thar little moment of happiness. "

Tag: The group has a Happiness Month Challenge, which encourages people to do something happy each day, such as
wearing a favorite shiri, buying someone a cup of coffee or planning a mini vacation. Johnson says the idea is to get
more people fo discuss their happiness, and celebrate it with others. :

Second Cuf; It’s not that most people don’t realize they're happy, Johnson says it’s just that they minimize the small
things. She adds happiness typically comes from tityy moments.

Cut 30249 153 "When you clean our your closel, you've not necessarily thinking that s « happy mowent, Bul the truth Is after
you've doie that experience you've probably very satlsfied, you've probably velieved lts done and then the next morning when you
20 do find something, honestly af that potnt yout become extremely happen hacquse you completed a task, ”

Third Cut: Johnson acknowledges that it's aleight to get down in the dumps on occasion,

Cut 31249 11 “Being angry, betng sad you've going to have all the emotions nobody’s going fo be happy fust al the tinlg -
thai s jusi not realisiic 5o the question is can we be happy fust half the fime or a fiitle bit more io keep it in balance.”

Tag: Some of the drivers of happiness, according to the 2015 World Happiness Report, inelude budgeting with
well-being in mind; eating healthy and exercising; seeking social support; and increasing generosity.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses ftrst sonndbite(s)
LEAD: Looking at the brighter side is not always easy when things gets you down, but during August Ulinoisans and other
folks around the country are buing challenged to find ways to ncorporate more happingss into their lives, More from Mary
Schuermann, :

Cut 32249 435 Outcue.. Mary Schugrmann reporting.

Note to Editors: Johnson is at pamelagail@sohp.com, More information: hetp://zohp.com/, The veport:
hitp/finyurl.com/gdzzgus,
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Sales Tax Holidays: Is Illinois Missing Out?

Springfield, IL — Ulinois is not among the more than & dozen states with back-to-school sales tax holidays, While some
tant the benefits of taxwexempt events, some tax policy experts say the state may nof be missing out on much. Commenty
from Cara Griffith, editor in chiel, Tax Anslysts. Image available: photo of school supplies.

Intro: Hlinoisans are not getting a break on back-to-school supplies like those in over a dozen states enjoying
tax-free holidays. While some supporters say tax-exempt events are good for consumers and businesses,
others contend they’re not worth the hype. 18 states are offering tax-free holidays for back-to-school
shopping, and polioy expert Cara Griffith with Tax Analysts says the benefits are debatable,-

Cut 33249 :18  "From an actual revenue standpoint, businesses might see more revenue, states are cevtainly
going 1o take a revenue loss in terms of the taxes they would have received. But I think af the end of the day the reql
nenefit of these are they ave incredibly politically popular because it sounds like you are doing o really good thing for
censumers,”

Tag: According to the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, sales tax holidays cost states about 300
miltion dollars annually, But research from the University of Cincinnati Economics Center estimated an
almost five percent boost in sales during a sales tax holiday, with average families saving about 38 dollars,
Illinois offered a tax-free weekend in 2010, but pulled the plug the following year with state leaders citing too
many unpaid bills as the reason. (101

Second Cut: Griffith agrees there is a benefit for shoppers, but says any boost for retailers is really just a shift
in sales.

Cut 34249 :13  "They might see a spike byt what they 're also going 1o see is a corresponding decrease prior fo
the sales tax holiday. They il see a spike diring the sales tax holiday of revene and then it goes back down. So what
the safes tax holidays do is reafly just accelerate consumer spending, ™

Third Cut: Griffith points out that Illinoisans wanting to take advantage of tax exemptions can always cross
the state border. ‘

Cut 35249 :09  "Consumers ave so mobile these days thax you know if one state does a sales wax holiday, well
they're just going lo go aliwad and drive there and take advantage of thai, So states that are not doing sales fax
holidays, they ‘re certainly not missing out. ”

Tag: lowa and Missouri are among the 18 states offering back-to-school sales tax holidays this vear.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)

LEAD: Jilinoisans are not getting a break on back-to-school supplies like those in over a dozen states enjoying tax
free holidays. While some supporters say tax exempt events are good for consumers and business, others contend
they re not worth the hype. Mary Schuermann explaing.

Cut 36249 :87  Outcue... Mary Schuermann reporting.

Note (o Editors: Reach Griffith at 703-533-4440,

N 4 e
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New Vaccine Requirement for Some Ilinois School Kids

Springfield, IL — State health leaders are veminding Mlinois families about immenization requirements as they get ready
for back«to-school, This fall, there is a new vaccine requivement for sixth and 12th graders to protect againgt meningitis.
Cormments from Nirav Shah (NIR-rahv shaw), director, lllinois Department of Public Health. Image avatlable: photo of
an immunizafion,

Intro: As Illinois families prepare to send their kids back to class, state leaders say immunizations should be
on the back-to-school checklist, For school entrance, students must show proof of vaccinations against several
diseases, including diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, munips and measles, Director of the Illinois Department of
Public Health Nitav Shah says this fall they are introcucing a new requirement of vaccination against
meningococcal (meh-ning-goh-kok-uhl) disease.

Cut 26249 09 "This is the hacteria that cayses meningifis. Sixih graders must show proof of having one dose
and 12th graders most show proof of having received ot least two doses.”

Tag: Nlinois families that object to vaccinations on religious grounds are not legally required to obtain the
immynizations, but the parent must present a signed statement to the school district detailing the grounds for
objection. Medical exemptions are also allowed and require a doctor’s note explaining why one or more of the
required immunizing agents is medically conflicting,

FH%

Second Cut: Earlier this year, there was an outbreak of measles in Iilinois, and a tofal of 15 children were
affected. Shah says the incident underscores the need for anyone who can be vaccmated to receive
immunizations to prevent infection. [113

Cut 27249 :13  “Faccines when properly used create this invisible force field which protects not only the child
who's been vaceinated bt the entive community of children - even those children who for whatever reason, medical or
otheiwise, may not be able 1o be vaceinated.”

Tag: According to the State Board of Education, Illinois had a 97 percent compliance rate for school
vaccinations in 2013, The federsl government and researchers bhave acknowledged that no vaccine is 100
percent safe or effective and no public health official or vaccine provider can determine who will be protected
or harmed by a vaccing, 0000

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uges first soundbite(s) '
LEAD: As Illinois families prepare to send their kids back 1o class, state leaders say immunizations should be on the
back-to-schoo! checklist. Mary Schuermann reports.,
Cut 28249 :45_ Quicue..Mary Schuermann reporfing

Note to Editors: Shah is at 217-558-0500, More information: www.idph.state.i]ms/aboutfshots;htm
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Medicaid: "A World of Difference" for Ilinois Kids

Springfield, IL - As Medicaid turns 80 this week, a new report highlights the difference the health insurance progrant is
making in the lives of low-income children in Nllinois. Comments from Margaret Stapleton, health-care Jjustice director,
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law; and Josn Alker ("AI" rhymes with "pal™), executive director,
Georgetown University Conter for Childeen and Pamilios. Images availables Photo of a ¢hild and doctory video news
segment on research (from Georgefown CCF),

Intro: The Medicaid program marks its 50th year this week, and a new report examines the lifelong benefits
the program has provided to some of Illinois' most vulnerable children. According to the Georgetown
University Center for Children and Families, kids in the Medicaid pragram beoome ‘healthicr adults with
better educational outcomes and greater financial security, Margaret Stapleton with the Sargent Shriver
National Center on Poverty Law in Chicago says the benefits are invaluable.

Cut 20249 14 "They're all going to have a physician that's paying atention to their development and theiy
well-being. And we all know that kids getting attention and preventive care when they need it just makes o world of
difference for them, for the vest of their lives,"”

Tag: One-point-six million Illinois kids receive health services through Medicaid. The program also benefits
low-income seniors and people with disabilities,

Second Cut: The study compiles other research done in the last fow years, on the lives of people who
received Medicaid as children in the 1980s and 90s, And executive director of the Georgetown Center, Joan
Alker, says there's a positive economic impact.

Cut 21249 :14  "Some studies are now finding that childven who received Medicaid actually pay more taxes as
adults and use fewer government subsidies, So essentially, the government is getting a great refurn on investment by
providing kids with Medicaid " '

Tag: Alker adds the program has played a vital role in reducing the uninsured rate for children, dropping to
about seven percent in 2013, from 12 percent in 1987.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEADy. The Medicaid program marks its 50th year this week, and a new report examines the lifelong benefits the
program has provided to some of Illinois” most vulnerable children, Mary Schuermann reports,

Cut 22249 139 Quitcue. Schuermann reporting.

Note to Fditors: Reach Stapleton at 312-263-3830; Alker at 202-784-4075, Georgetown CCF has produced g
video available for your use that inchides a state-specific interview, See it here:
hitps://www.drapbox.com/s/qrichjtLuirreny/Medicaid Turns50_IL_StephBecker.mpd?di=0, The study is at
http:/feef.georgetown.edu/,
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July 30,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Free Wi-Fi; Convenient, Yet Risky for Illinoisans

Springfield, IL — A new survey of Internet users shows that the freedom and convenience of public wireless networks may
come at & eost. According fo an AARP Frand Watch Network report, nearly half of people quizzed about online and
wireless safety Iniled, Comments from Kaitlin Lounsherry (lsuwns-berry), spokeswornan, AARP Tlinois. Image available:
photo of an nternet cafe.

Intro: Public wireless networks make updating social media or checking emails convenient when on the go,
but a new survey finds many people are engaging in activity that could make them vulnerable to hackers. A
new A-A-R-P Fraud Watch Network report found that about a quarter of adults using the Internet access fiee
public Wi-Fi once a week or more. And Kaitlin Lounsberry with A-A-R-P lllinois says nearly half of
respondents failed a quiz about online and wireless safety. She adds that without the proper precautions, scain
artists can easily wreak havoc.

Cut 23249 114 "People can get access to their passwords and theiy account and they can access their bank
accounts and take fheir money or they can access files and they can hold those and freeze them and make them pay
them in order to get access back to fheir files.”

Tag: When using public Wi-Fi, Lounsberry says Illinoisans should know that it is not safe to access websites
with sensitive information, such as banking or credit cards. To have the best security online, she recommends
having different passwords for various accounts, and changing them every 90 days.

L2

. Secomil Cut: The survey found that 26 percent of smartphone users do not have a passcode on their phones,
which Lounsberry says is a behavior that also can compromise personal information, 1 (101

Cut 24249 111 "Especially if you've using public Wi-Fi or in the event you lose pour phone, it makes it so much
easier for people to obiain your information and get you and your finances into awhole mess of trouble.”

Tag: To increase awareness about the risks of cyber scams, A-A-R-P is launching the "Watch Your Wi-Fi"
campaign to let people know about the dangers assocfated with unsecured Wi-Fi and ways to keep themselves
and their personal information protected. N

OPTFIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first seundbite(s)
LEAD: Public wireless networks malce updating social media or checking emails convenient when on the go, but a
new sutvey finds many people ate engaging in activity that could meke them valnerable to hackers. More from Mary
Schuermann,

Chit 25249 :32  Outcue.. Mary Schuermenn repoviing.

Note to Editors: Lounsberry is available at 312-458-3613, More information:
aarp.org/Fraud WatchNetwork. (101




FOCUS 8/16/2015
The Courage Connection transition...

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show

. dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. Ryan Leskis is the director of community affairs here at
the llini Radio Group and hosts a podcast on the station websites called “Show and Tell.” His goal is to
bring higher awareness of the unique and exciting events, people and places of Central ilinois, (START
COURAGE CONNECTION SEGMENT)

IN: “Today I'm joined ...”
OUT: “... alright, take care.”
lllinois schools make the asthmia and allergy honor roll. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. For the first time, lfinois is identified
as o top state for the most comprehensive and public policies supporting people with asthma, food
allergies and related allergic diseases in elementary, middle and high schools. The state made the
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America’s State Honor Roll 2015 list. Mary Schuermann from ilfinois
News Connection has more. (START ASTHMA ALLERGY SEGMENT)

IN: “As {llinois children...”

OUT: “... llinois News Connection.”

Health centers in Iflinois and around the country are serving a record number of people with little or no
health coverage who are able to receive care in their communities instead of visiting the emergency
room. It's one of the things being celebrated this week during Nationaf Health Center Week. (START ER
SEGMENT)

IN: “New data released...”

OUT: “... lllincis News Connection.”

The U-S House just passed a bill that prohibits lliinois and other states from enacting their own laws
requiring labels for foods made with genetically modified organisms, or G-M-0s. And it's good news or
bad news depending who you ask. Mary Schuermann from illinois News Connection reports. (START
GMO SEGMENT)

[M: “There are cheers...”
OUT: “..lllinois News Connection.”

PSAS

And that'll do it for this weel’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any gquestions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradiey Avenue.
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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August 12,2015 Available files; mp3 wav jpg
Data Show Health Centers Reducing ER Visits

Springfield, IL- Health centers in Illinois and aronund the country are serving a record nuntber of people with litile or no
health eoverage who are able o receive cave in their commmnnities instead of visiting the emergency room. It's one of the
things being celebrated this week dwring National Health Center Weel, Commenty from Nicole Plegee (play-ghee)
commnications specialist, Southern Dlinois Healtheare Foundation. Iinage available: photo of a doctor's office,

Intro: New data released this week by the National Association of Community Health Centers indicate that
the centers are serving more patients than ever, at more than 24-million people nationwide. Tn Hlinois, more
than one million people are served by 450 health center sites. Nicole Plegge with the Southern Iilinois
Healthcare Foundation says many locations often cater to a population that may only have an emergency
yoom visit as an alternative.

Cut 40249 0% "Emergency room is for emergencies. We're here for evervbody no matter if you're insured, if
yout're underinsured we 're heve io provide primayy health cave for everybody that needs it. "

Tag: According to the National Association of Community Health Centers, the centers lower emergency
department visits and offer care at a fraction of the cost of an E-R visit, Nationwide, alinost 40-percent of E-R
visits are considered primary care in nature, and therefore preventable,

Hhk

Second Cuf: Plegge says while Illinoisang with private or employer-gupported health insurance have access
to a variety of hoalth care options, health centers often serve populations who struggle to find care from the
private sector,

Cut 41249 10  "If someone is not insured there is someone onsite where we can help them find insurance if they
need it. So a Iot of our health centers have that option for people because it can be diffiendt to navigate through.”

Tag: Health centers serve one in 14 Americans for their health care needs, Health centers started 50 years ago
as a pilot project during President Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty. This is National Health Center Week
(August 9-15).

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite{s)
LEAD: New data released this week by the National Association of Community Health Centers indicates that the
centers are serving more patients than ever, at more than 24-million people nationwide. More from Mary
Schuermann,

Cut 42249 42 Outcue...Mary Schuermann reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Plegre at 618-215-8149. More info:
hitps://www.nache.com/client/docurments/research/maps/1L2015.pdf,
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August 13,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Illinois Schools Make Asthma and Allergy Honor Roll

Springfield, IL - For the first time, Hinois is identified as & top state for the most comprehensive and public policies
spporting people with asthna, food allergies and related allorgic diseases in elementary, middle and high schools, The
state made the Asihma and Allergy Foundation of America’s State Honor Roll 2015 list. Comments from Larissa
Kaczaniuk (eateh-aheook), Advocacy and Onireach Manager, Asthmia and Allergy Foundation of Amevica, Ymage
available: photo of au asthng inhaler,

Intro: As lllinois children return to class this month, parents can be assured their kids are learning in some of
the best schools nationally for asthma and allergy protection. For the first time, Illinois was named to the
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America’s Honor Roll, along with 12 other states and the District of
Columbia. Larissa Kaczanink with the foundation says they've identified states with the most comprehensive
policies in elementary, middle and high schools to protect children at risk for asthma or allergies.

Cut 43249 16 "We've got seven million children with asthma in the United States and six million with food
allergies so il's impacting a lot of kids, With asthma especially, there ave a lot of external riggers hat can worsen
asthma atigeks so it's veally important to make swre that we've got healthy school envivonments that kids can be
learning, they're nof missing school days.”

Tag: Kaczaniuk says asthma is the leading cause of school absences due to & chronic illness, accounting for
over 10 million missed school days cach year,

sy

Second Cut; To make the hohor roll, states must meet 18 of 23 policies covering medication, access to care
and the school environment. Kaczaniuk says the [ist then allows parents and schools to examine arcas that
need to be addressed,

Cut 44249 12 “Winois is looking at a problem with the rwse-to-student ratio and also indoor air-gualisy
indicators that they had not mei. Those are the two areas that we would like o see improvement bl if's great that
1llinois has made the honor yoll this year,”

Tag: This is the eighth year for the report, and Kaczaniuk notes a major improvement in the number of states
authorizing schools to keep medications on hand to treat severe allergic reactions.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: As Illinois children refurn to class this month, parents can be assured their kids ae leaming in some of the
best schools nationally for asthma and allergy protection. Mary Schuermann explains.

Cut 45249 :44  Outcue... Mary Schiermann reporting.

Note to Editors; Reach Kaczaniuk at 202-466-7643 ext, 227, The report;
hitp://www.aafa,org/display.cfia?ID=5&sub=105&cont=766,
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Announeing Web Upgrade — new design focused on images will be even easler to use (we hope!) and will be made Tive
on Tuesday, August 4th. We welcome your feedback!

July 27,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Cheers, Jeers for Food Labeling Bill

Springfield, TL. - The U-S House just passed a bill that prohibits Minois and other states from enscting thelr owa lpwy reqniving labels
for foods made with genetically nodified organisms, or G-M-0s. And it's good news or bad news depending who you ask, Comnients
from Richard Eidlin (EYED-lin), vice president of poliey and campaigus, American Susiainable Business Conacil; and Mark Denzler,
vice president and chief operating officer of the Minols Manufacturers’ Association, Image avallnble: photo of 4 food Iabel,

Intre: There are cheers and jeers for a bill approved by the U-8 House that prohibits states from requiring G-M-O
food Jabeling, Richard Bidlin with the American Sustainable Business Council says the Safe and Accutate Food
Labeling Act would not make food labels more accurate or our food system safer. He adds there is a reason it's often
called the DARK Aet.

Cut 15249 12 "It will keep consumers unknowing and in the dark about what's tn their food. It's really disingenmions
because it calls for volunlary labeling siandards, So, it effectively accomplishes nothing.”

The llinois Manufacturers' Association is among those supporting the measure, and vice president Mark Denzler says
it will preveit a costly patchwork of state labeling mandates.

Cut 16249 112 "I you have a manyfacturer in the stare of Hiinois, they may have to Jabel it differently depending on where
it's shipped. One label for Vermont, a second label for Wlinofs, a third label for California, and so that's extremely difficuit.”

Tag: But Bidlin contends the problem would be solved if Congress would pass a bill requiring G-M-O labeling at the
national level. Flo says it would prevent confusion, and oreate a level playing field for all food manufacturers,

Third Cut; Some in the industry contend any labeling requirement suggests genetically modified foods are not as safe
as other foods. And Denzler argues G-M-Q's are fundamental o the food supply.

Cut 17249 07 "We think that consumers have pleniy of information that's availeble i them, This just ensures that the FDA
is the proper braneh to vegulute food.”

Fourth Cut: But Eidlin counters that there is no definitive science around the long-term safety of genetically
engineered food, and says consumers want more information,

Cut 18249 111 "Over 90 percent of the dmerican public in survey after survey has indicated their interest in knowing what's
i thely food, which 1s why manuftcturers ave tncreastngly moving fo do i on a volumary basis.”

Tag: Vermont, Connecticut and Maitie have already passed laws that mandate (-M-O labeling, Such laws ate also
being considered in several other states.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s) ,
LEAD: There are cheers and jeers for & bili approved by the U-§ House that prohibits states from requiving G-M-O food
lgbeling. The story from Mary Schuermann.

Cut 19249 ;59 Outene., Mary Schugrinann reporting,

Note to Editors; Reach Eidlin at 312.970.9302; Denzler nt 415.647.2221. The bill:
hitps://www.congress.gov/bill/1 14th-congress/honse-bill/1599,




FOCus 8/30/2015
It’s back to school and attendance matters.

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. Regular school attendance is linked to academic and
personal success. With the start of school underway, educational experts are working to bring chronic
absenteeism into focus to ensure alf students develop good attendance habits. Mary Schuermann from
ilinois News Connection reports, (START BTS SEGMENT)

IN: “iliinois kids can...”

OuT: “... llfinois News Connection.”

Child welfare organizations in iflinois are deeply troubled by recent actions taken by Governor Bruce
Rauner that could burden thousands of families. Mary Schuermann from fliinois News Connection has
more. (START CHILDCARE CUTS SEGMENT)

IN: “"Governor Bruce Rauner’s...”
OUT: “... lllinois News Connection,”
Vision Is precious, so practice good contact lens habits. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. If you're sleeping in your contact
fenses, storing or rinsing them in tap water or showering or swimming while wearing lenses, the CDC
wants you to know it's not a good idea. With about 40 million contact lens wearers, there are nearly a
million health care visits for contact lens complications and keratitis, which is the inflammation of the
cornea. Mary Schuermann from illinois News Connection has more, (START CONTACTS SEGMENT)

IN: “lllinoisans and other...”

OUT: ... lllinois News Connection.”

A new survey released by Earthjustice and Greenlatinos finds a wide range of environmental issues are
Just as important to Latinos as is immigration reform. It also found that Latinos view climate change as o
consequence of human activity at a higher percentage than do other Americans. Mary Schuermann from
tllinois News Connection reports.(START LATINO ENV SEGMENT)

IN: “A new poll...”
OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”
An Hlinois Animal Exhibitor is facing animal act violations. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. A traveling exhibitor of exotic animals
is aecused of fuiling to provide adequate care to animals and failing to provide access for inspection. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture has filed a complaint against Woody's Menagerie in Mulberry Grove
alleging numerous violations of the Animal Welfare Act. Mary Schuermann from illinois News Connection
has more. (START GMO SEGMENT)

IN: “An Hlinois animal...”
QUT: “...Illinois News Connection.”

PSAs
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Aogust 17,2015 Available files; mp3 wav jpg
Back to School: Atiendance Matters for Health, Success

Springfield, IL — Regular schiool attendance is linked fo academic and personal success, With the start of school in Illinois,
educational experts are working fo bring chronic absenfeeism into focns to ensure all sindents develop good aftendance
habits, Commenis from Madelyn Jomes, director of the Birth-fo-Eight Project, Voices for linois Children, Tmage
avaitable: photo of an empty classronms, '

Intro: Tilinois kids can start the school year off right by attending the first day of class, but research finds it's
crucial that studemnts have good attendance throughout the year. Madelyn James with Voices for Illinois
Children says there is a strong relationship between regular attendance and academic arnd personal success.
She says research indicates families, teachers, administrators and communities should promote good
attendance habits early - in preschool and kindergarten,

Cut 46249 18 "When children are absent, whether it's sporadically across the year or consecutively, there is a
stenificant impaci on their ability to learn and fo be prepared for future instruction.”

Tag: Chronic absenteeism is defined as migsing more than 10 percent of the school year, which is roughly 18
days. And James says as early as kindergarten it can have a negative, cumulative effect that becomes apparent
in reading [evels and the dropout rate.

Second Cut: Besides medical reasons, James says students also miss school due to housing instability,
transportation issues, or conflicts with a parent’s work schedule. She adds it’s an issu¢ schools, parents and
the community need to address together.

Cut 47249 15 "It’s a broader discussion we need o have as a society of how do we support parents ensuring
that they have this system of care across a full day and ensure that their children are in school fo take advamage of all
the instruciional time that's available,”

Third Cut: James encoutages families to begin a back-to-school routine weeks before class begins. That
includes preparing backpacks at night, an earlier hedtime and a regular breakfast, She says it will help kids pet
to class on time and improve their health.

Cut 48249 :13  “Muking sure that childven have syfficient sleep cerfainly is going fo help their inumne sysfems
be ready for being exposed o probably a much larger arvay of bacteria and viruses."

Tag This year, lllinois leaders created an Attendance Commission to study chronic absenteeism and
introduce strategies to improve school attendance.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s) _
LEAD: illinois kids can start the schootl year off right by attending the first day of class, but research finds #'s crucial
that students have good attendance throughout the year. Mary Schuermann explains.

Cut 49249 48 OCutcue, Mary Schuermenn raporting.

Note to Editors: Reach James at 312.516-5573,
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August 26, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Is Worth It To Work? IL Families Struggle After Child Care Cuts

Springfield, 1L — Child welfare organizations in {llinois are deeply troubled by recent actions taken by Governor Bruce
Ruuner that could burden thousards of families. Conments from Emily Miller, director, Policy and Advocaey, Voices for
Hlineis Childzen.

Intro: Governor Bruce Rauner's administration says difficult decisions have to be made to manage the four
billion dollar budget. The governor filed an “emergency rule," narrowing eligibility for the Child Care
Assistance Program, a change that Emily Miller with Voices for Illinois Children says impacts nine out of ten
low-income families who were receiving help to pay for child care. (30001

Cut 60249 112 "This isn’t 4 free vide. This is help for families who are low-income and frying to work themselves
out of poverty so that they have the tooly they need to be able to provide for their families, 1o be able to go to work
every day.” ;

Tag: According to federal data, 14 percent of Hlinois residents are tiving at or below the federal poverty level,
Child care eligibility was reduced from parents earning from about 37 hundred to 12 hundred dollars a month
for a family of four. Teen parents, parents of children with special needs, and parents receiving welfare are
still eligible, Meanwhile, 2 House panel met yesterday (on Tuesday) to discuss funding eptions for child care
aguistance for working parents, GO0

Secontd Cut. By filing an emergency rule, Governor Rauner side-stepped the input ‘of lawmakers and the
public. Miller explaing her view of the math in action.,, 0D

Cut 61249 13 "Unfortunately, ihe rules that the gavernor pul into place meke it far more financially responsible
Jor parenis to choose not to work, The cost of childeare is cost prohibitive, fhey pay more than they make. "

Third Cut: Miller says children's advocate are also concerned about the transfer of an established child
welfare official. Linda Saterfield was removed as Association Director for the Office of Rarly Childhood at
the Llinois Department of Human Services. Miller belioves Saterfield was ousted for testifying to lawmakers
that the cuts would be devastating,

Cut 62249 :12  "dnpbody who's worked in public policy knows that it's the exchange of ideas thet aetially moves
the boll forward and you can't fust get rid of people because they dare 1o express something that's different from you,"

Tag: The Depariment said that Saterfield was transferred to the Office of Adult Services and Basic Support
for "internal personnel reasons.”

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s) .
LEAD: Child welfare organizations in Illinois are deeply troubled by recent actions taken by Governor Bruce Rauner
that could burden thousands of families, Mors from Mary Schuermann.

Cut 63249 158 Outcue., Mary Schuermann reporting,

Note to Editors: Reach Miller at 773-203-9654, Data: http://quickfacts,census.gov/efd/states/17000. html.
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Aungust 27,2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

Vision is Precious; Bad Contact Lens Habits Can Lead to Blindness

Springfield, IL - If you're sleeping in your contact lenses, storing or rinsing them in fap water or showering or swimming
while wearing lenses, the CDC wants you to know it's not a good idea, With about 40 million contact lens wearers, there
are nearly a million health care visits for contact lens complications and Keratitis, which is the inflanmmnation of the
vornes, The CBC is wging "Contnet Lens Health Week" (o educate the public, Comments from Dr. Jeunifer Cape,
medical epidemiolagist, Centers for Disease Control and Prevension; and Dr, Brian Platiner, president-elect, Minois
Optometric Association,

Intro; llinoisans and others across the country who wear contact lenses are encouraged to practice the best
possible hygiene habits in order to avoid bacteria that can blind a person. That's the message from the C-D-C
during this "Contact Lens Health Week." Dr, Jeunifer Cope with the C-D-C authored a report in which 99
percent of wearers reported at least one contact lens hygiene risk behavior, such as sleeping in them, or
exposing the lens to water.

Cut 04249 :12  "Thar allows bacieria, ail kinds of microorganisms, to come inte contact with your contact lens.
and ihen that lens goes on your eye, and that's how the microorganisms can find their way inte your eve and cavse an
infection,”

Tag: Cope says a common rigk behavior is storing or rinsing lenses in tap water and showering or swimming
while wearing lenses. She says water exposes the lenses to dangerous bacteria,

Second Cut: The Iilinois Optometric Association's Dr, Brian Plattner says stretching contaot lenses past the
expiration date is also dangerous 1o eye health, neither is stretehing solution,. 000

Cut 6524Y% :14  "We commonly see contact lens pavients that sleep in lenses that were never designed io be slepl
in. Also it's very common that instead of replacing their contact lens solufion completely each nighf they 'll reuse
solytion over and over again,”

Third Cut: About 40 million adults in the U.S. wear contact lenses, and Plattner urges them fo take eye care
seriously, 00

Cut 66249 14 "Many of our contact lens patients feel invincible like a serious sight-threatening infection could
never fappen to them. Owr vision is precious, and unfortunately, offen we end up taking it for granted until sometling
serious happens.” '

Tag: It's estimated that each year in the U-S there are nearly a million health care visits for contact lens
complications and keratitis, which is the inflammation of the cornea - at a cost of 175 million dollars,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: If you're storing or rinsing lenses in tap water and showering or swimming while wearing lenses, the CDC
wants you to know it's not a good idea, We shouldn't sleep in them either. Mary Schuermann explaing.

Cni 67249 42 Ouicve.. Mary Schuermann

Note to Editors: Reach Cope at 404-639-3280; Plattner at 309-343-1179, Link to study: hitp://go0,g/CNEKnw(
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Survey: Latinos Care Deeply About Envirenmental Protection

Springfield, IL - A survey released by Earthjustice and GreenLatinos finds a wide range of environmental issues ave just
us important to Latinos as is immigration veform. It nlso found that Latinos view climate change as a consequence of
human activity at a higher percentage than de other Americans, Comments from Antonio Lopez, executive director,
Litfle Village Envirenmental Justice Orgauization, Image available: photo of emissions from a coal plant,

Intro: A new poll finds Latinos In IHinois and around the nation are deeply concerned about the environment.
According to the survey conducted for Earthjustice and GreenLatinos, almost two-thirds of Latinos polied see
climate change as a consequence of human activity compared with just over half of the general population.
Antonio Lopez with the Little Village Environmental Justice Organization in Chicago is not sarprised by the

firdlings because he says Latino and other minority communities have borne the brunt of environmental
injustices in the community.

Cut 53249 13 “Latino and Afvican-dmericans - due to kind of histories of discrimination and racism,
particularly around housing policies - ave oftentimes living in communities close to landills or, in our case. in close
proximity fo a coal power plam. " ‘

Tag: The survey found the environmental issues of strengthening the Clean Water Act, increasing water
conservation and reducing smog and air pollution are just as important to Latino voters as the passage of
immigration reform,

ik x

Second Cut: Tn the survey, 74 percent of Latinos said it was extremely or very important to set national
standards to prevent global warming and climate change. And. Lopez says at the federal level the recently
finalized Clean Power Plan is a positive step forward in reducing air pollution.

Cut 54249 112 "This has a lot of potential, but we're also hopefil that there s not going to be loapholes that are

going to allow for the continuation of a lot of the problems arownd air quality and environmental degradation near
low-income communities,”

Tag: The survey also found six out of ten Latinos have confidence that stronger environmental laws will
improve economic growth and create new jobs.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAF: wses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: A new poll finds Latinos in Illinois and around the nation are deeply concerned about the envirotment. Mary
Schuermann reports.

Ct 55249 155 Quteue.. Mary Schuermann reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Lopez at 773-762-6991. The polk: hitp:/fearthjustice.org/features/pol-latino-opinion.
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Illineis Animal Exhibitor Facing Animal Act Violations

Springfield, 11. — A traveling exhibitor of exotic animals in linois is accased of fuiling to provide adequate care to
animals and failing to provide access for inspection, The U.S, Department of Agriculture has filed a complaint against
Woody's Menagerie in Mulberry Grove alleging numerous violations of the Animal Welfare Act, Comments from Lisa
Wathne (whaht-knee), eaptive exotic animal gpecialist, Flumane Soviety of the United States, Image available: photo of
lion cubs.

Intro: An Illinois animal exhibitor is facing numerous violations of the Animal Welfare Act. The U-S
Department of Agriculture has filed a complaint against the owners of Woody's Menagerie in Mulberry
Grove, a traveling educational wildlife exhibit featuring exotic animals. Lisa Wathne with the TIumane
Society of the United States says the business has been cited for egregious violations,

Cut 30249 :16 "Il and injured animals have gone for months al a time without any veterinary care. Animals
have been kept in cages that are so small they com have difficidty standing up. They've been owt tn frigid winfer
conditions without adequaie shelier. The list is long and quite horrific.”

Tag: According to the complaint, the respondents made false statements to inspectors regarding animals and
did not provide access for inspection. The owner, Gregg Woody, has said publicly that he will defend his
reputation of caring for animals to anyone, and that he only has received a letter of a]legatlons Animals
involved in the complaint include goats, bears, tigers and a cougar.

Second Cut: Wathne adds that the owner's actions also resulted in the deaths of some animals.

Cut 87249 15 "They acquire o lot of animals from other exhibitors and apparently slaughter some of those
animals presumably Jor the meai tradle. So there are numerous veferences within the USDA files of Woody
slaughiering bears and African lions."

Third Cui: Woody's Menagerie could face fines, license suspension or revocation. Wathne believes the
owner should no longer be allowed to exhibit animals.

Cut 58249 112 "We hope that Woody's license will be revoked and that he'll be put ot of business. So this will
certainly bring an end 1o the misery and suffering that he has cansed for many animals."

OFTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(y)

LEAD: An llinois animal exhibitor is facing numerous violations of the Animal Welfare Act. More from Mary
Schuermann,

Cht 59249 :58  Quicue.. Mary Schuermann reporiing.

Note to Editors: Wathne at 206-367-0228, More info: http:/tinyurl.com/pps8wnd.




FOCUS 9/6/2015
Labor Day and traveling clean...

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to alook at news, and public affairs. One-point-seven million Hiinoisans are expected to hit the
roads this Labor Day weekend. Killjoy alert: Nationally, our expected mileage equates to over one-point-
five biflion pounds of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere, according to US Public Interest
Research Group. Mary Schuermann from Hllinois News Connection has more. (START LABOR DAY TRAVEL
SEGMENT)

IN: “Highways will be...”
OUT: “... illinois News Connection.”
Want better sfeep? Drop those devices and get outside! That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. If you can't sleep, spend more time
outdoors and avoid the bright light of screens and devices, according to two new lilinois sleep studies.
Mary Schuermann from lllinois News Connection has more. (START SLEEP BETTER SEGMENT)

IN: “Sleep deprivaticn is...”

OUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

New career mobile app developers, data engineers, and wireless networking engineers are expected to
get a major bump in wages next year, says one of the world's largest recruiting firms. Robert Half
International’s 2016 Salary Guide predicts a major opportunity for entry level workers with I-T skills.
Other experts say related legal and management skills are just as necessary. Mary Schuermann from
tHlinois News Connection reports. (START IT MONEY SEGMENT)

IN: “Some good news...”
OUT: “... llinois News Connection.”
Unmasking the face of hunger in Iflinois. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. F'm station news director Sarah Addison. ifiinois” hunger-fighting networks are
ready to take the mask off hunger. This month is Hunger Action Month in illinois and it works to build
awareness that while hunger often goes unseen, it’s still an issue in every community. An estimated one-
in-seven Illinoisans is considered food insecure, meaning they lack "reliable access to a sufficient quantity
of affordable, nutritious food." Mary Schuermann from lllinois News Connection has more. (START HAM
SEGMENT)

IN: “Hunger may be...”
OUT: “..Hlinois News Connection.”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this weel’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.

b b b - i i e el




¥ 97372018 20:16 -+ WEIXY-FM 171

Hinois News Connection
A statewide news service for Hlinois '
Produger: Mary Kuhlvan, 4064 N. Lincoln Ave. #231, Chicago, TL, 60618 Ph; 800-931-9973 Fax: 208-247-1830 Bewnail;
fnc@newsservice,org

MEDIA TRODUCTS ONLINE: wyww,newsservice.org Your Web Accownt 1D is: INC.249
Sound Files ox the Phone: (888) 600-9800, ID Code: 29

September 4, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Holiday Road Triy: What Price for "Clean" Travel?

Springfiold, 1L - One-point-seven million linvivnns sve expected to kit the roads this Labor Day weekend, Killjoy alert:
Nattonally, our expected milenge equatos to over onc-point-five billion pounds of carbon dioxide velonsed inte the
atmosphere, aceording to US PIRG, Comments from Abe Scarr, divector, 1linois Public Interest Researeh Group
(PIRG). .

Intre: Highways will be bustling with Labor Day Weekend travel, Triple-A predicts the highest volume since
2008, with an estimated one-point-seven million Ilinoisany driving 50 miles or more. According to the Public
Interest Research Group, across the nation vehicles will burn over 67 million gallons of gas this weekend,
And, not 1o kilt any healthy roadirip buzz, but that equates to over one-point-five billion pounds of carbon
dioxide relsased into the atmosphere, Abe Scarr with the public interest group in Illinois explains...J 00

Cut 78249 314 "Owr transportation sector is one of the largest comributors to glebal warming pollution and
there s a lot of' air pollution that comes from cars that affects our lungs and our health as well, Especially on the hot
sumnter days, we've seen ai increase in ozone and other resplratory problems.”

Tag: Scamr notes that research indicates Americans are actually driving less overall, but transportation policy
hasn't caught up. In fact, infrastructure hasw't even been maintained in many areas, In tight poliey decisions,
Scarr contends more resources should be directed to investmert in public transportation and other options that
recduce poliution, 01

Second Cut: With its continued budget impasse, Scarr admits IMinofs is in a tough spot. He points out that's
more reason to look at overall costs long-term, and prioritize solutions that reduce congestion and curh air
pollution, such as bus-rapid transit Hnes, bike routes and carpool lanes.

Cut 79249 14 "Certainly for the Chicago region, there is & reglonal planning orggrization that has « vealfy
good plan for the next 30 years in teyms of ransportation planning, but mostly it's coming dows Yo resources and
whether we have the resources lo make that plan a reality, " i

Tag: Meanwhile, PIRG's stance against the Illiana toll road remains strong, which Scarr says would take
important resources away from other fransportation optiens, Governor Bruce Rauner vecently shelved the
project due to the budget crisls. '

QPEIONAL REPORTER WRAT uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Labor Day Weskend, and holiday road trips.. with cheap gas prices, many travalers may want to know more
about the real costs of a ‘getaway.! Mary Schermann has morg,

Cuf 80249 233 Quicue,. Mary Sehuermeann reporting,

Note to Editors: Roach Scary at 312-544-4433 228, Gasoline
info:htipi/fwwiv.cn.gov/foreeasts/aco/tables_ref.efm; emissions info;
httpi/fwww.epa.gov/clennenergy/energy-resourees/caleulntor htmMresults,
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Want Better Sleep? Drop Devices, Get Qutside

Springtield, IL - If you ean't sleep, spend more time outdoors and avoid the bright light of screens and devices, according
to two new Illinois sleep studies, Comments from Diana Grigsby-Toussaint, professor of kinesiology and comnanity
health, University of Illinois; and Stephanie Crowley, assistant professor, department of behavioral sciences, Rush
University Medieal Center,

Intro: Sleep deprivation is considered a form of torture, and one-in-five Americans are getting less than six
hours of slumber a night, says the National Sleep Foundation. Researchers in Iilinois report the answer may
lie in more time in nature and less time in front of a bright screen. Diana Grigsby-Toussaint with the U of I
says their study found a link between quality sleep and aceess to nature, including green space. '

Cut 68249 ;14 “We also were able to look ot aceess to bodies af water. Also how much sunlight people have in a
particular pars of the countey. All those shings were looked upon as positive attribules of the natural envirorment,

Tag: The link was much stronger for men and those ages 65 and older, So, get more time in natore. . anything
else? Tumny out researchers at Rush, Brown and Monash Universities have found that the light emitted from
tablets, phones and computers can seriously disrupt sleep, especially for children between the ages of nine and
15,

Second Cut: Stephanie Crowley with Rush University’s Medical Center says holding a bright light close to
your eyes makes it more difficult to fall asleep and wake early. She suggests parents shut down electronic
devices about two hours before bed time,

Cut 69249 13 “That will help maimain the circadian timing system and the brain clock to kind of synchronize to
poing 1o bed at an earlier time so that the youngsier can actyally get up in the morning for school.”

Yhird Cut: Grigsby-Toussaint adds that poor sleep can impact mood, performance and health. 11
Cut 70249 114 "Most times people tend to think of sleep as something that maybe is not as important as earng,
Jor example. But slesp certainly gffects so many other aspects of your life that I veally don’t think you can

underestimate the importance of good guality sieep.”

Tag: Besides setting down electronics and engaging with nature, to get better sleep she suggests reducing
caffeine, following a regular bedtime, and exescising, b

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAFT: wses first soundbife(s)
LEAD: Want better sleep? Drop the devices af night and get owside during the day, advises two studies from Illinois
researchers. Maty Schuermann has more on what the sleep-deprived can do.

Cut 71249 45 Outcue... Mary Schuermeann reporis.,

Note to Editors: Reach Grigsby-Toussaint nt 217.333-9207; Crowley at 312-563-4783, Research: exposure to
natural envirenment ffect on sleep: http:/www.nchinhn,nih,gov/pubmed/26193624; study on exposure to
evening light: hitp:/press.endocrine.org/doi/abs/10.1210/jc.2015-2775 -
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Major Recruiter Advises New Job Seekers; Follow The (IT) Money

Springfield, IL - New career mobile app developers, data engineers, and wireless nefworking engineers are expecied vo get
4 majorr bumyp in wages next year, says one of the world's largest recruiting firms. Robert Half Internntional's 2016
Salary Guide released today (Weds.} predicts & major opportunity for entry level workers with I-T skills, Other experis
sy related legal and management skills are just as necessary, Comments fram Gerald Dayle, vice prevost, Office of
Student Aceess, Career Services, Hlinois Institute of Technology; and Chris Jansen, metro market manager, Robert Half
International. 00

Intro: Some good news for Illinois college grads and carger changers. Today (Weds.) recruiting company
Robert Half international released its 2016 Salary Guide. It projects starting pay in the I-T field fo increase
five percent next year, with data engineers and mobile app developers among the hottest positions. But don't
despair if you're not a computer natural, Gerald Doyle with the {llinois Institute of Technology also expects
that fields will be less siloed. ..

Cut 75249 315 "Some people will be able o serve as a product manager in terms of managing a seope of ideas.
You'll find people growing in the area of privacy issues, both on the Jegaf from but alse in terms of securing onr
health and our financial records.”

Tag: The highest starting salary inorease in I-T is predicted to be wireless networking engingers, jumping
over ning percent. The guide also examines accounting and finance, creative and marketing, administrative
support, and legal fields — all of which will see increases in starting salaries,

Becond Cut: State date shows Illinois unemployment rate (5.8) is slightly down, with the largest hiring
increase in professional and buginess Services, Chris Jansen with Robert Half expects continued job growth,
and more professional companies already investing in full time workers.

Cut 70249 :13  "For a college-degreed worker today tha's over the age of 23, the unemployment rate is half the
national average af 2.6 percent. In most instances from an economic standpoint that would be considered full
employment. "

Tag: He suggests the best resumes show an intermingling of skills from different disciplines. And, he adds,
for businesses frying to attract top talent, the majority of people polled in their guide said they'd need about a
26 percent pay raise salary to move fo another company.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)
LEAD: Some pood news for Ninois college grads and carger changers - major opportunities are predicted in the 1T
field next year. More from Mary Schuermann,

Cut 77249 157 Oulone.. Mory Schuermann reporiing,

Note to Editors: Reach Doyle at 312-567-3000; Jonsen at 650-234-6234. The guide; roberthalf.com.
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'Unmasking' the Face of Honger in Hlinois

Springfield, IL - IMlinois’ hunger-fighting networks are ready to tale the mask off humger, Hunger Action Month begins
foday (Tuesday) in Ilinois to build awareness that while hunger often goes unseen, it’s still an issue in every community,
An estimated one-in-seven Hlinoisans is considered food insecure, meaning they lack "veliable nccess to o sufficient
ynautity of affordable, nutritions food." Comments from Donna Lake, divector of communications and philausthropy,
Northern Ilinois Foodbauk,

Intro: Hunger may be invisible but it has a face. A neighbor, co-worker, or even relative may be among the
one-in-seven lllinoisans at risk for hunger. During Hunger Action Month in September, Illinoisans are
encouraged to fight hunger in their community. Donna Lake with the Northern Illinois Foodbank says people
in cities, suburbs, and rural areas struggle to get food on the table. And she sees hunger in both young and old
faces... :

Cut 72249 :14  "We've got one here thai says she can't afford to buy food afier paving other expenses, she's on
social security but has no ofher income. Another women, age 87, and she's not eligible for any other help so she needs
this pemiry 1o survive.” '

Tag: Baby boomers are especially vulnerable to hunger, Lake adds, because of health and economic factors.
A recent Feeding America report found that almost two-thirds (63 percent) of adult clients at food banks and
paniries are age 50 or older. ‘

Second Cut: Lake encourages folks to volunteer their time assisting at their local food bank or paniry,
because it makes a big difference in people's lives. Money is always needed, and she assures donors their
money is well spent.

Cut 73249 112 "We want to make sure that we're using thelr generosity in the most efficient and effective way
possible. We can turn every dollar donated into eight doliars worth of groceries for a neighbor in need.”

Tag: Lake says ending hunger is also a matter of health, At the Northern Lllinois Foodbank, more than half of
the households that need help have at least one member with high blood pressure, and 62 percent report
choosing between paying for food or medicine.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: yuses firs soundhite(s)
LEAD: Hunger may be invisible but it has a face. As Mary Schuermann reports, neighbor, co-worker, or even
relglives may be among the ong-in-seven Illinoisans at risk for hunger,

Cut 74249 144 Quigue.. Mary Schuermann reporting.

Note to Editors: Reach Lake at 630-443-6910. Hungoer data: feedingamerica.org.
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FOCUS 9/13/2015
Dare to dream, dream to build...

Good morning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. Ryan Leskis is the director of community resources here at
the illini Radio Group and hosts a podcast on the station websites called “Show and Tell.” His goal is to
bring higher awareness of the unique and exciting events, people and places of Central ffinois. In just
under two weeks, Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County and the Homebuilders Association of East
Central lllinois present the third annual Dare to Dream, Dream to Build event. Ryan spoke with Habitat’s
development director Kelly Hill about this year’s event... (START DREAM/BUILD SEGMENT)

IN: “Good 1o be...”
QUT: “... at one time.”
One person CAN save a life. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Someone dies in lllinois by suicide
nearly every three days, and nationally, of the 10 leading causes of death, suicide is the only one still
going up. It's Suicide Prevention Week, and prevention experts encourage everyone to learn the signs of
suictde and when in doubt, reach out. Mary Schuermann from Ilfinois News Connection has more. {START
SUICIDE SEGMENT)

IN: “No one wants.,.”

QUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

Hunger-fighting organizations across the state are urging Congress to protect children's health by
requthorizing federally funded school nutrition programs, set to expire Sept. 30. One in five Iffinois kids
frequently don't know when or where they'll get their next meal. Mary Schuermann from iflinois News
Connection reports. (START SCHOOL HUNGER SEGMENT)

IN: “For thousands of...”

QUT: “... llinois News Connection.”

And the Feeding Our Kids organization here locally works to provide nourishing food to food insecure
schoof children in Champaign County on weekends and school holidays throughout the school year 7o
learn how you can help, visit their website at feeding-our-kids-dot-org.

PSAs

And that'll do it for this week’s Focus, Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison ~ News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue,
Champaign, IL 61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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Preveniing Suicide: One Person Can Save A Life

Springfield, IL = An Ilinoisan dies by suicide nearly every three days, and nationaily, of the 10 leading canses of death,
gufcide i3 the only one shill going up. s Suicide Prevention Weelt, and prevention experts cncourage everyone to tearn
the signs of suicide and when in doubt, reach ont, Comments from Sieve Moore, co-chiale Tinoly ehapler, Amerlcan
Foundation for Suiride Proveniion.

Intro; No one wants o be nosy, but it could actually save a life. According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, every 12 minufes in the U-8 someoue takes their own life. And in Illinois a person dies by
suicide nearly every three days. Steve Moore with the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention in Iflinofs
says this yoar's Suicide Prevention Week (Sept. 6-12) is aimed at creating an mformed conversation fhat
suicide doesn't have to be inevitable, and can be prevented by recognizing those who need help, 00

Cut 81249 ;12 "Reach ous to them, make them understand that you are there, theit the world is not hopeless, that
there is heip out there. Then gei them that hielp, stieh with them. One parson can make a difference.”

Tag: People contemplating suicide typically give an indication. Moore explaing it-could be a change in
behavior, including increased alcohol or drug use, extrome fatigue, aggression, or depression. Resourees are
avatlabls throughout llinods. For immediate help, the National Suielde Prevention Lifeling is 800-273 TALK
(8233), and is open 24/7.

Second Cuf; Of the 10 leading causes of df:atha Moore notes suicide is the only one one frending upward,
When a person decides to take thelr own life, Moore notes their coping skills are compromised beyond the
ability to reason and their pain has exceeded their hope, He says the root lies in ontreated mental illness. 010

Cut 82249 10 “Suicide is dying of depression, dying of schizophrenia bt it’s nothing that showfd have a stigma
associated with it and people should fry fo get help, *

Tag: Lvery fall, "Out of the Darkness" Community Walks ace scheduled around 1llinois to raise awareness
and bring together people who have experienced a suivide logs, The Chicagoland walk will be held Saturday,
Septomber 26 at Grant Park,

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite{s)

LEAD: Nosiness may be considered socially rude, but it could actually save a life, Mary Schuermann explains.
Cut 83249 156 Ourcue.. Mary Schudrman reporiing, .

Notw to Editors; Reach Moore at 312.890-2377, Mor¢ info;
hittp:/Avww,itonlytakesone.org/suicide-dn-illinois/statistics/
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| Time iy Short {o Act on School Meals

Springfietd, IL - Huager-fighting oganizations in Illiueis are wrging Congress 1o profect children’s healih by
reanthorizing federally funded school natrition programs, set to expive Sept, 30, One in five Wlinois kids frequently don't
kiiow when or where they'll get thelr next meal, Contments from Bob Dolgan, divector of siatewide pavtaerships, Greater
Chieago Food Depository.

Infro: For thousands of kids ini Illinois, going back to school means breakiast and funch five days a week —
meals missed by many students during surmner months. The School Lunch Program provides food for more
than 725 thousand low-income children in IHlinois, but the Food Research and Action Center estimates about
14 percent of those kids are unuble to access summer food sites, Bob Dolgan with the Greater Chicago Food
Depository says a bill introduced in the U-S Senate, the Hunger Free Summer for Kids Act, would help
expand the Summer Food Service Program, :

Cut 84249 ;15 "Ifwe had niore flaxibility 10 serve meals in riral aveas with things like mobile meal defivery; if in
urban areas we could drop meals and move ontv o number of sites on any given day which we can't do now, we could
sarvg many move childen.”

Tag: Dolgan says school programs are critical in Ilinois, where one in five children frequently don't know
whent or where they'll get their next meal, The legislation is part of the Child Nuirition Act, which must be
reanthorized by Sept. 30,0000 -

L2 2]

Second Cut: The bill, introduced by U8 Senator Mark Kirk (R) of Tllinois, would give states more options o

reach hungry kids in hard-to-reach areas, including providing a grocery credit for families to {1Upurchase

healthy food for their kids. Dolgan says they are also advocating to drop an area eligibility requirement, (1[I 0)

Cut 83249 117 "Wyou're a child in Hlinois who is Bving in a communily that 13 relaitvely high income, buf your
Jauuiily is lower income you're not able fo get & summer meal. (10 If eliblity were expanded, alwost 175 thousand
more children wanld potentially have access 1o sumer meals, (+17)"

Tag: In addition to schiool meals, other programs set to expire if Congress doesn't act include wupport for
pregnant woirten, new mothers, and infants; as well as food for children at homeless shelters and child-care
ceriters, [0 '

£33

[OFTIONAL REPORTER WHAP: usts first soundhife(s}
LEAD: ¥or thousands of kids in Uinois, going back to school means broakfast and lunch five days a week — meals
missed by many students during summer months. Mary Schyermann explaing,

Cnt 86249 257 Quicue. Mary Schuermann reporiing.

Note to Editors: Reach Dolgan at 773-247-3663, Datas hittpe//fraeorg/pdii2015_sunimer wutrition_report.pdf
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FOCUS 9/20/2015
Solve the puzzles, escape the room, save the world!

Good morning and welcame to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. Ryan Leskis is the director of community resources here at
the Illini Radio Group and hosts a podcast on the station websites called “Show and Tell.” His goal is to
bring higher awareness of the unique ond exciting events, people and places of Central Hliinois. {START
ESCAPE ROOM SEGMENT)

IN: “Today | have...”
OUT: “... for having us.”
With no budget, critical state services are crumbling. That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. A new report details the ongoing
damage as the state enters its third month without o budget. According to the findings from Voices for
Hilinois Children, the lack of funding has resulted in the deterioration — and in some cases, elimination — of
critical services for children, families, and communities. Mary Schuermann from Illinois News Connection
reports. (START BUDGET IMPASSE SEGMENT)

IN: “lllinois isin...”

QuUT: “... lllincis News Connection.”

The iliinois Human Rights Commission on Thursday ruled that a bed and breakfast lodging in Paxton
violated the law when it denied a sare-sex couple use of its facility for a civil union ceremony. Todd and
Mark Wathen fifed charges of discrimination aguinst Timber Creek Bed and Breakfast in March 2011, not
fong after civil unions became legal in the state. Mary Schuermann from lllinois News Connection has
more. (START SAME SEX DISCRIMINATION SEGMENT)

IN: “Supporters of equal...”
OUT: “... Hlinois News Connection.”

PSAs

And that'll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. if you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL 61821, Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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Septen-lﬁar 16,2013 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Report: Critical Services " Crambling" without 11 Budget

Springteld, IL - A new report detsils the ongoing domage ag Mlinods enfors ils third month without & state budget,
According 1o the Hadings from Voices for Mlinols Children, the lack of funding has resulted in the deteriovation ~ awd in
yome eases, climination — of eritieal services for childron, families, and communitics. Comumonis from Liga Chvistensen
Geo (hard 'g"), policy analyst, Voices for Illinoiy Children,

Intro: Illinois is in ils third month of the budget impasse and a new report finds the state's soclal-sel vice
infrastructure is crumbling. According to Voices for Illinois Children, while some services are still partially
funded as a result of court orders or the availability of federal dollarg, others are falling apart without stazc,
funding, Polioy analyst Lisa Christensen Goe says senfor eare, after-school and domestic violence programs
are among those hanging by a thread,

Cut 11249 113 “Individuals who are being tirned away from service providers, who are not able to get therapy
Jor their devefopmeﬂ1‘a]ly~delayed toddlers and bables. It's overwhelming, fiemkly, the degree to which these things
are Hot just theovetical — and they 're happening right now.”

Tag: Among the hndmgs with the state’s only Sudden Infart Death Syndrome prevention provider down to
one smployee, assistance is reduced that could prevent accidental infant deaths, The lack of state funding also
has ended conservation-retated services for hunting, fishing and wildlife.

Second Cuf: Christensen Goe expects things to get worse in the coming weeks, beeatise Ssptember is the firgt
month with no more money coming in from Fiscal Year 2015,

Cut 12249 13 "Many organizatlons are exhausiing thelr cash reserves and are having to take move drastic sfeps
{o try 1o maintain levels of service as much as possible, while maintatning a finctional organization and eperation,”

Third Cut; Governor Bruce Rauner and the Democrat-controlled (General Assembly have been at odds over
the budget for months, Christensen Gee believes lawmakers need to look af solutmns that taise revenue to
help children, families and communities atound the state.

Cut 13249 14 A deserinination of who is Iefr stemdling as the end of this iy completely in the hands of Governor
Reuner and the General Assembly. And 1f we'se going to prevent further damage, logether, lwmakers and the
governor need to take responsibility for funding these priovities, "

Tag: Voices for lllinols Children recommends the state restore the income {ax rates that were rolled back
earlier this yoar, expand the sales tax base to include services, and cloge corporate tax loopholes. Rauner has
gaid he would congider a tax increase if Democraty agree to his plan to change workers compengation and
vestrict liability lawsuit awards, 1000

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP; uves fivst sotnidhite(s)
LEAD: 1llinols Is in its third month of the budpet impasse and & new report finds the stato's soclal-service
inftastructure is erumbling, More from Maty Schuermann,

Chet 14249 251 Ouicue...Schuermann reporiing

Note to Editors: Reach Christensen Gee at 312-816-8579, The veports hitps//wwiw,voicesdkidsorg,
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September 18, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg

IL Human Rights Commission Rules Against B&B Rejection of
Gay Couple's Ceremony

Springfield, IL - The Illinois Human Rights Commission on Thursday ruled that a bed and breakfast lodging vielated
the law when it denied a same-sex couple use of its facility for a civil union ceremony. Todd and Mark Wathen filed
charges of discrimination against Timber Creek Bed and Breakfast in March 2011, not long after civil unions became
legal in the state. Comments from John Knight, director of the LGBT and HIV/AIDS Project at the ACLU of Ilinois;
and Betty T'samis (silent “£”), attorney, Tsamis Law Firm.

Intro: Supporters of equal rights are celebrating a victory against discrimination in Illinois. On
Thursday, the Illinois Human Rights Commission ruled in favor of a same-sex couple who claimed they
were denied access to the Timber Creek Bed and Breakfast in Paxton to hold their civil union ceremony.
Todd and Mark Wathen reached out to the facility after the state approved civil unions in 2011, John
Knight with the ACLU of Illinois says Timber Creek rejected the couple based on the owners' beliefs that
"homosexuality is immoral and unnatural "

Cut 15249 :08 “We're talking about well before we now have marriage throughout the country and
Just it felt terrible for them to be told, Well you can get but not here,’ "

Tag: The owners said their religious liberty would be offended if the facility was used to celebrate a
same-sex union, The commission ruled Timber Creek violated the Illinois Human Rights Act, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation by businesses open to the public.

Hosk sk

Second Cut: Attorney Beity Tsamis represented the Wathens and says the ruling illustrates that
businesses owners need to follow the law regardless of personal beliefs.

Cut 16249 :16 "lllinois is sending a very strong message that discriminaiion against same-sex couples

is absolutely unacceptable in the area of services and public accommodations and this is in line with
the state's long history of supporting civil rights for LGBT people.”

Tag: The U-S Supreme Court extended marriage equality to all 50 states in June, and since then some
opponents have argued the private businesses and public officials have the right to refuse service for
same-sex couples seeking marriage. But others contend allowing such a religious exemption is
sanctioning discrimination,
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FOCUS 9/27/2015
Four more decades of unequal pay for women

Good moarning and welcome to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Focus is a weekly show
dedicated to a look at news, and public affairs. New analysis from the Institute for Women's Policy
Research shows if current trends continue, women will not receive equal pay compared to men until
2059 — one year later than the group’s projection a year ago. The study found in 2014, women earned 78
cents for every dollar earned by men. Mary Schuermann from illinois News Connection reports. (START
UNEQUAL PAY SEGMENT)

IN: “Women won't get...”

QUT: “... lllinois News Connection.”

When the state Senate reconvenes, Democratic Sen. Bill Haine says he’ll introduce a bill calling for
reinstatement of the death penalty. But some experts say there’s little chance the effort will progress
given that there’s less support for the death penalty now than in the past. (START EXECUTION SEGMENT)

IN: “Will the death...”
OUT: “... Hlinois News Connection.”
Fallis here. Time to chunk some pumpkins! That story is next on Focus.

PSAs

Welcome back to Focus. I'm station news director Sarah Addison. Ryan Leskis is the director of
community resources here at the Illlini Radio Group and hosts a podcast on the station websites called
“Show and Tell.” His goal is to bring higher awareness of the unique and exciting events, people and
places of Central ifinois, (START PUMPKIN CHUNKIN’ SEGMENT)

IN: “¥'m here with...”
QUT: “... Tor having me.”

And in case you missed the Show and Tell segment on the trend of escape rooms... check it out!
PSAs

And that’ll do it for this week’s Focus. Thanks for joining us. If you have any questions or comments
about this week’s show, write to me, Sarah Addison — News Director. 2603 West Bradley Avenue.
Champaign, IL61821. Or email me, news@illiniradio.com. Focus will return same time next Sunday
morning.
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September 22, 2013 Avnilable files; mp3 wav jpg
Report: Four More Decades of Unequal Pay for Women

Springfield, I, - Now analysis fron: the Institate for Women's Policy Researeh shows If current trends continue, woinen
will not receive oqunl pry sompaied to men witil 2059 - one year Iafer than the group's projection a yorr ggo. The study
found in 2014, wominr earned 78 oenty Tor overy dollar earwed by men, Conuoents from Jessien Milli, study director,
Tnstitute fyr Women's Policy Research,

Intro; Women won't get paid as much as men until the year 2059, if current conditions prevail, according o a
report by the Ingtitute for Women's Policy Researcls, Jessica Milli, the study director, seys the median income
Tor womnen working full-time was over [0-thousand dollars Tess than men in 2014, Milli says more needs to
be clone to close the gender wage gap — not only becatse women deserve to be paid equally for their work, but
because it's hurting families and the economy overall,

Cut 22249 116 “Uyouwere to add up the eqrnings gains thet women would get if lhéy were paid the same as men
~ 3¢ i the same oceupations, for the same howrs of work — thal would amount (o an extra 34350 billion dollars info
Samilies’ pockerst

Tag: Milli admits the pay gap betwesn wormen and men isu't always due to unfair employers - more wormen
work in ogeupations that hdstorically have paid less, Still, she says, policles to modernize overtime pay
regulations, increase access o affordable child-care, and mandate paid family leave would go a long way to
help shorten the time women will have to wait to be paid the same as men.

L L

Second Cut: The report found neither women nor men saw a significant increase in inflation-adjusted
earningy last year compared with 2013, And it says women who are represented by a union ear on average
over 200-dotlars more per week than thoge in nomunion jobs. Milli notes for decades, women have been
adding more education and job experience to their resumes, but says investment irn what she calls *human
capital" hasn't translated into fair earningy fast enough,

Cut 23249 210 "Thase lossgs due fo the wage gap veally add up, Women lose about 3530000 dollars by the time
they veach the age of 59."

Tag: Milli adds losses over a career for college-educated woitien can be as high as 800-thousand doflars, She
says if the pace of closing the wage gap continues at the same rate as it has since 1960, it will be another 45
years before women see equal pay.

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uges first soundbife(s)
LEAT): In 2014, women earned 78 cents for every dollar a man earned, and a new report says it could be another 43
years before women see equal pay. Mary Schyermann hag more,

Cit 24249 100 Quicne... Mary Schuermann, reporting,

Note to fditors: The fact shieet 18 heve: hittp://goo.gl/mNMGDO - Reach Milli at (202) 785-0393,
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September 21, 2015 Available files: mp3 wav jpg
Bringing Executions Back to IL: Expert Predicts it's Unlikely

Springfiold, 1L ~ When the state Seuate reconvenes, Democratic Sen, Bill Haine suys o™l introduce a bill calling for
reinstaternent of the death penslty, Buf sowme experts say theve's little chance the effort will progress given that there’s
less support for the death pemalty now thas tn the past. Commenis from Robert Dunbam, execuiive divector, Desth
Penalty Tnformation Center,

Iniro: Will the death penalty be coming back to Hinois? There have been no executions since 2000, when a
moratorium was put in place by Governor George Ryan, and capital pumishment was eventually abolished in
2011. Democratic State Senator Bill Haine has said he intends fo file legislation when the Senate reconvenes
next month to restore the death penalty in limited instances. Robert Dunham with the Death Penally
Information Center says while it ian't an unusual move, he doesn’t expect it to get any fraction.

Cuf 18249 113 “There have been legisintors in other states that have abolished the death penalty who have
imroduced bills to reinsiate it and typically those bills have gone nowhere and generally they haven't even gotten
hecarings set up in the conmniifees.”

Tag: There have been pust attempts to bring back capital punishment to Tilinois, but none of the bills have
made it out of committee, A poll from the Pew Research Center earlier this year showed 56 percent of the
public supporis the death penalty, the lowest level it's reported in the last 40 years,

Second Cut; Haine stated that times have changed since 2011, with terrible aets ocourring around the country
including the recent shooting death of a police officer in lilinois. And he suggests the death sentence be used
for the most heinous crimes, such as the murder of police officers or children, Meanwhile, Durham oxplains
that the national view on capital punishment is changing. -

Cut 19249 211 "Over time the debate has shified from ave there some rare insianees in hich il might be imposed
t0 ks this a policy that can be carvied out reliably and consistently?” o

Third Cut: According to the Death Penalty Information Center, there have been 153 exonerations of death
row inmetes sinee 1971, the most recent in June of this year. Besides the problem of wrongful convictions,
Dynham sayy there are questions abont racial discrimination in the use of the death penalty and about police
and prosecutorial migconduct, 0O

Cut 20249 111 “ds in HMincis where there were more innocent people who were tortured inlo giving fulss
confessions than there were guilly people who were execwied in the state. There is origoing, very sevous concarn
about the death penaiy,”

OPTIONAL REFORTER WRAP! uses firat soumudbite(s)
LEAD: Will the death penalty be coming back to Ilinois? Mary Sohuarmann has more on the latest attempt.
Cut 21249 134 Ouicue.. Mary Schuermeann reporiing,

Note to Editors: Reach Dunham at 202.289-4022. The Pew poll; hiip:/Ainywrkcom/7edm3u,
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