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BACKGROUND

This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The University of North Carolina Center for Public Media for the period 

of April, May and June 2020.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues within its community each quarter in a manner it deems 

most effective.

The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs 

broadcast which represent the most significant treatment of the enumerated community issues.

Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.



 

COMMUNITY Broadband connection limitations, urban digital divide

ECONOMY/BUSINESS Unemployment, business closings, reopening, stay-at-home orders

ENVIRONMENT Kudzo, aquaculture, fish barn

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT COVID-19 response, COVID-19 eletoral implications, fedceral pandemic relief

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE COVID-19, face coverings, medical supplies, genetic counseling

EDUCATION School closures, online learning, childhood development

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS Hate crimes, police brutality, Black Lives Matter movement

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR PUBLIC MEDIA

FOR THE PERIOD APRIL, MAY, JUNE 2020

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/1/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump was in the White House briefing room 

again Wednesday evening for what has become a regular 

discussion of his administration’s response to COVID-19. 

He was joined by other political leaders and health officials -

- and this time, by prominent national security figures, as 

well. Yamiche Alcindor was there, and she joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss.

COMMUNITY 4/1/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As coronavirus has spread across the U.S., so have reports 

of violence against people of Asian descent, and the FBI 

warns a surge in hate crimes could be yet to come. These 

fears have led to the creation of a website for reporting 

such attacks -- and it has registered more than 1,000 

incidents in less than two weeks. Amna Nawaz talks to 

Cynthia Choi of Chinese for Affirmative Action.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/1/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Face masks are critical protection for medical workers 

caring for COVID-19 patients, but should everyone else 

also be wearing them? So far, federal health officials have 

warned against the general public wearing face masks 

when outside the home, but that guidance could be 

changing soon. Amid a global shortage of these masks, 

William Brangham reports on the conflicting debate.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/1/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

COVID-19 is a huge challenge for many U.S. hospitals, 

from large cities to rural areas. The next few weeks are 

expected to be especially difficult, as critical supplies 

dwindle and health care workers are stressed. William 

Brangham talks to Dr. Phillip Coule, chief medical officer for 

Georgia’s Augusta University Health System, and Michael 

Dowling, president and CEO of New York's Northwell 

Health.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/1/2020 7:30PM 26min

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DR. MANDY COHEN 

PART 

Public Affairs

Host Tom Campbell discusses the week’s Coronavirus 

response, from state perspective, w/ NC DHHS Secretary 

Dr. Mandy Cohen.

APRIL



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/2/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Health officials have stressed that novel coronavirus 

doesn’t discriminate based on race or ethnicity. But 

disparities long present in the U.S. medical system are now 

driving what some call a crisis within a crisis: black and 

brown communities across the country are being hit harder, 

and with fewer resources to save them. Amna Nawaz talks 

to Dr. Uché Blackstock of Advancing Health Equity.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/2/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

A sector of the economy that is being hit especially hard 

amid the coronavirus pandemic is the restaurant industry. 

In normal times, Americans were spending roughly as much 

money on dining out as they were at grocery stores. With 

restaurants now closed, more than 3 millions jobs have 

been lost nationwide. Paul Solman reports on the impact on 

establishments in the Washington, D.C., metro area.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/2/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

What does the coronavirus pandemic’s unprecedented 

surge in job loss mean for the American economy? 

Professor and economist Laura Tyson served as chair of 

the Council of Economic Advisers during the Clinton 

administration. She joins Judy Woodruff to discuss whether 

delivery of federal aid to the unemployed will come soon 

enough and why the duration of this recession is so difficult 

to predict.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/2/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

The coronavirus pandemic has infected at least 1 million 

people and killed over 50,000 worldwide. In the U.S., 

President Trump is taking new action to bolster medical 

supplies, and unemployment is surging. Meanwhile, the 

U.S. Navy relieved the captain of the USS Theodore 

Roosevelt amid conflict over his response to COVID-19. 

John Yang reports, and Nick Schifrin joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

COMMUNITY 4/2/2020 8:00PM 20min NCIMPACT Public Affairs

At least 637,000 North Carolinians don’t have a minimum 

broadband connection recommended by the FCC.  Most of 

these people are in rural counties. Anita Brown-Graham 

examines one western North Carolina county’s attempt to 

bridge the Digital Divide.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/2/2020 8:30PM 20min SCI NC Public Affairs

Genetic counseling helps patients make sense of their 

DNA. Genetics and Cancer how new discoveries in 

genetics are helping to fight cancer. Undiagnosed Disease 

Network- A team of scientists at Duke are using genetics to 

discover unknown diseases.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/3/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As the coronavirus pandemic spreads across the U.S., 

officials are warning that there are not enough medical 

professionals available to meet the growing needs of 

patients. The shortage has led to the easing of some 

regulations, enabling medical students to graduate early 

and retired doctors to return to practice. Lisa Desjardins 

shares some of their stories from this all-hands-on-deck 

moment.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/3/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As millions of Americans find themselves suddenly 

unemployed and unsure that they can pay their bills, many 

are desperately awaiting federal aid. But are state and local 

governments able to deliver the trillions of dollars Congress 

and President Trump have approved? Senate Minority 

Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., joins Lisa Desjardins to 

discuss their progress and what Congress should do next.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/3/2020 6:00PM 17min PBS NewsHour News

Americans should wear face masks as a way to help stifle 

the spread of COVID-19, said Dr. Anthony Fauci, one of the 

nation’s top doctors leading the public health fight against 

the coronavirus pandemic — a departure from previous 

government guidance to only wear a mask if you were 

caring for someone with the illness or had it yourself.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/3/2020 7:30PM NC SPIN Discussion

Our panel discuss what the legislature should do in their 

short session, when we should reopen our state and the 

latest on COVID-19. This week's panelists are Becki Gray, 

Patrick Sebastian, Chris Fitzsimon & Brad Crone.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/3/2020 8:30PM 26min
FRONT ROW W/ 

MARC ROTTERMAN 
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...the White 

House ramps up testing for COVID-19 as states begin to re-

open and the North Carolina General Assembly returns to 

Raleigh. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with the 

Carolina Journal, Political Analyst Joe Stewart, Democratic 

Strategist Morgan Jackson and Communications 

Consultant Donna King.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/6/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

A new report from the inspector general of the Department 

of Health and Human Services offers a snapshot of what 

hospitals are facing nationwide as the coronavirus spreads. 

A survey of more than 320 hospitals found week-long waits 

for COVID-19 test results, insufficient staff to run ventilators 

and shortages of basic cleaning supplies. Assistant 

Inspector General Ann Maxwell joins Judy Woodruff.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/6/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Across the U.S., expectant parents and those who have 

recently given birth are confronting an unanticipated layer 

of stress due to coronavirus. Health care providers have 

had to rethink how best to offer prenatal care at a time 

people are being told to stay home. And some hospitals 

have barred visitors -- including partners -- during delivery 

due to the virus’ contagiousness. Amna Nawaz reports.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/6/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

NPR’s Tamara Keith and Amy Walter of the Cook Political 

Report join Lisa Desjardins to discuss the latest political 

news, including the fallout from postponing so many 2020 

primary elections, a phone call between President Trump 

and former Vice President Joe Biden about coronavirus 

response and the fallout from Trump’s firing of the 

intelligence community inspector general.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/7/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

According to early data about the scope of the coronavirus 

pandemic in the U.S., COVID-19 is hitting Americans of 

color especially hard. The CDC has not published racial 

breakdowns of deaths, but some states are -- and they 

show that patients dying of the disease are 

disproportionately black. That trend is evident in Chicago, 

whose mayor, Lori Lightfoot, joins Yamiche Alcindor to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/8/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

In order to protect themselves and their communities from 

the novel coronavirus outbreak, Americans across the 

country are staying home. But what happens to those who 

don’t have one? Stephanie Sy reports on how people 

experiencing homelessness are uniquely vulnerable and 

what's being done in some states to help them through the 

pandemic.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/8/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The U.S. Navy has had a tumultuous week, beginning with 

a request from the captain of the USS Theodore Roosevelt 

to evacuate most of his ship due to a COVID-19 outbreak, 

and culminating with the resignation of the Navy secretary 

who fired him. Nick Schifrin talks to retired Adm. Michael 

Mullen, who served as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

during the George W. Bush and Obama administrations.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/8/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders suspended his campaign for 

the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination on 

Wednesday after enduring a series of disappointing results 

in state primary elections. But many of the positions on 

which Sanders campaigned still resonate with the liberal 

wing of the party. Lisa Desjardins reports, and Sen. 

Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/9/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

For the million people living with Parkinson’s disease in the 

United States, medication is the most common form of 

treatment. But some doctors are now prescribing dance as 

a way to slow the symptoms -- and bring joy to patients in 

the process. Special correspondent Shana Fischer visits a 

ballet class for Parkinson’s patients.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/9/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Many Americans affected by the coronavirus pandemic are 

struggling to pay their rent when they have lost income and 

haven’t yet been able to secure unemployment money. 

Missed rent, in turn, adds up to landlords who can’t pay 

their mortgages or property tax. And then cities and states 

will struggle to provide the basic services that tax payments 

fund. Paul Solman reports on this “looming cascade.”

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/9/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

In April, millions of Christians, Jews and Muslims around 

the world mark Easter, Passover and Ramadan -- some of 

the holiest observances of the year. But how are followers 

of these religions expressing faith and community when the 

pandemic makes traditional gatherings impossible? John 

Yang reports.



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/9/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

As unemployment claims in the U.S. mount due to business 

closures related to the novel coronavirus, former Federal 

Reserve Chair Janet Yellen offered her perspective on the 

direction the economy may be heading in the coming 

months, and warned that job losses could continue to 

worsen.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/9/2020 8:30PM 26min

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DR. PHIL BERGER 

Public Affairs

Senate President Pro Tempore, Phil Berger (R-

Rockingham County) discusses the upcoming 2020 

Legislative session, coronavirus’s effects on legislating and 

state government response to preventing the spread of 

coronavirus. Marc Rotterman hosts

COMMUNITY 4/9/2020 8:00PM 20min NCIMPACT Public Affairs

There are urban areas of North Carolina with poor internet 

access.   Income, race, age and education are some factors 

behind the urban Digital Divide.  Anita Brown-Graham finds 

a Charlotte, NC alliance focused on reducing urban internet 

connection woes

ENVIRONMENT 4/9/2020   8:30PM 20min SCI NC Public Affairs

Merchants Mill Pond -This park has the largest number of 

resident snakes in the system. Lake Waccamaw - A look at 

how efforts to control the invasive plant Hydrilla are helping 

to save the lake. Crowders Mountain - This state park near 

Charlotte is struggling with overcrowding issues.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/10/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Amid government orders to stay home, many Americans 

are spending more time in the kitchen, reducing trips to the 

grocery store and getting creative with pantry staples. 

Acclaimed cookbook author Ina Garten is an expert on 

making the best of the ingredients on hand. She talks to 

William Brangham about recipe substitutions, the foods that 

soothe her and what she hopes we take from this 

experience.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/10/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The economic emergency driven by the coronavirus 

pandemic is especially brutal for small businesses, many of 

which experienced an abrupt and complete loss of income. 

Although federal aid has been allocated to assist them, 

logistical obstacles to getting the funds into the hands of 

business owners remain. We hear from some of these 

owners, and Amna Nawaz turns to Lisa Desjardins for 

policy details.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/10/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

After suspending his campaign for president, Sen. Bernie 

Sanders, I-Vt., said he will work hard to make sure that Joe 

Biden becomes president, but added, “He’s going to have 

to listen to and respond to the needs of a whole lot of 

people who have not been overly enthusiastic about his 

campaign up to now.”

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/10/2020 7:30PM 26min NC SPIN Discussion

We begin by discussing the easing of restrictions and ask 

what’s open, what’s not and how it impacts you. We then 

talk about the legislation passed to help with COVID-19 and 

if there’s time we will talk about money problems at DOT. 

This week's panelists are Peg O'Connell, John Hood, Leo 

Daughtry and Chris Fitzsimon.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/10/2020   8:30PM 26min
FRONT ROW W/ 

MARC ROTTERMAN 
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...bi-partisan 

congressional push back on China and Governor Cooper 

signs a COVID-19 relief package. On the panel this week is 

Mitch Kokai with the Carolina Journal, Travis Fain State 

Government Reporter with WRAL-TV, Nelson Dollar the 

Senior Adviser to the NC Speaker of the House and 

Communications Consultant Donna King.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/13/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

New reporting from The New York Times has revealed 

even more early warnings about the seriousness of the 

novel coronavirus pandemic -- and raises questions about 

whether President Trump and his administration waited too 

long to take important steps. Eric Lipton, an investigative 

reporter for the Times, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss a 

critical three-week delay from February into March.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/14/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump and some state governors are arguing 

over who should decide how to reopen the U.S. economy 

after the coronavirus pandemic -- and when. Meanwhile, 

New York’s death toll from COVID-19 has passed 10,000, 

and meat-processing plants in Pennsylvania and South 

Dakota are closing after hundreds of their workers tested 

positive for the virus. Stephanie Sy reports.



EDUCATION 4/14/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The coronavirus pandemic has disrupted the academic year 

of some 20 million college students as campuses are 

shuttered nationwide. Many of these young people are 

continuing their studies through online classes -- but the 

transition is not easy for all of them. John Yang reports on 

the logistical, emotional and economic consequences of 

this interrupted school year.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/14/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

When businesses and organizations resume activity after 

COVID-19, it will be in a changed economic landscape. 

Suzanne Clark is president of the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce, whose 3 million members include all sectors, 

geographies and sizes. She is planning how they will tackle 

post-coronavirus challenges, including social distancing 

and health requirements, and joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/14/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

More than 3,600 COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. are believed 

to be linked to nursing homes and assisted living centers. 

The number is only an estimate -- likely an undercount -- 

because the federal government has not released details of 

what is happening in these facilities. Amna Nawaz hears 

personal stories of people affected by the phenomenon and 

talks to Harvard Medical School’s David Grabowski.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/14/2020 7:00PM 26min

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

VETERANS HEALTH 

Public Affairs

UNC-TV Military & Veteran Affairs Director, Jeff Smith, 

discusses the pandemic’s effects on veterans and the 

military healthcare system designed to serve them.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/15/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump said Tuesday he will cut U.S. funding for 

the World Health Organization, accusing the body of being 

too trusting of China’s early assertions that it had the novel 

coronavirus under control. But critics of the move say that 

WHO is playing an integral role amid the pandemic -- and 

that no other organization is poised to take its place. Nick 

Schifrin joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/15/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Dr. Mark McClellan and Dr. Scott Gottlieb, both former 

commissioners of the FDA, have been planning how to 

reignite a U.S. economy devastated by the coronavirus 

pandemic. But the gradual reopening they lay out would 

happen only after several key milestones are reached. 

McClellan, now director of the Duke-Margolis Center for 

Health Policy at Duke University, joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/16/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

One of the most important pieces of safety gear for health 

care workers amid the COVID-19 pandemic is the N95 

mask, designed to filter out 95 percent of airborne particles. 

But the surge of patients with the highly contagious disease 

has meant way more demand than supply. Now, scientists 

are exploring whether it’s possible to decontaminate and 

reuse the essential coverings. John Yang reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/16/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

One of the business sectors hit hardest by the novel 

coronavirus pandemic has been air travel. Passenger 

volume is down a stunning 96 percent in the U.S., while 

airline losses have topped $300 billion worldwide. Despite 

canceled flights, travelers are not easily able to get their 

money back. Meanwhile, pilots and other staff worry for 

their safety. Economics correspondent Paul Solman 

reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/16/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

From the moment the novel coronavirus was identified, 

there were questions about its origin. This week, reports 

suggest U.S. diplomats are concerned about a lab in 

Wuhan, China -- the city where the outbreak began. Nick 

Schifrin reports and talks to Dr. Luciana Borio, who served 

on the National Security Council under President Trump, 

about what scientists do and don’t know about this deadly 

virus.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/16/2020   7:30PM 26min 

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DR. MANDY COHEN 

PART 5 

Public Affairs

NC DHHS Secretary Mandy Cohen analyzes the latest 

statistics coming in NC’s fight to stem the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/16/2020 8:00PM 20min NCIMPACT Public Affairs

Work in Burke is a unique education program that shows 

job seekers how to identify the right job for them. Anita 

Brown-Graham gets the details on this innovative local and 

scalable solution.



ENVIRONMENT 4/16/2020 8:30PM 20min SCI NC Public Affairs

Ghost Forests- How rising sea levels are changing the 

coastal forests. Hurricanes and Climate Change - 

Hurricanes are slower, wetter, stronger and scientists are 

studying if climate change is the reason. Plastics – 

Scientists at Duke University are trying to understand how 

marine plastics are affecting organisms, and how to remove 

microplastics from the environment.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/17/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

As states mull when to lift pandemic restrictions and 

reopen, the question of testing for COVID-19 remains a 

critical one. In much of the country, testing capabilities have 

not kept up with demand, and health experts and 

epidemiologists say broader testing is a prerequisite for 

easing limits on Americans' activities. William Brangham 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the key shortages at play.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/17/2020 6:00PM 12min PBS NewsHour News

Vice President Mike Pence was chosen by President Trump 

to lead his Coronavirus Task Force. This week, the 

administration offered governors a plan for how to begin 

lifting restrictions implemented due to the pandemic. Judy 

Woodruff talks to Pence about persistently inadequate 

COVID-19 testing and his message to front-line health care 

workers forced to share and reuse their protective gear.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/17/2020 7:30PM 26min NC SPIN Discussion

This week’s NC SPIN wants to ask whether the bipartisan 

road of cooperation with COVID-19 has taken a partisan 

turn. We discuss whether the NC Department of 

Transportation has fixed serious management issues and 

we look ahead to the start of the new school year. This 

week's panelists are John Hood, Howard Lee, Chris 

Fitzsimon and Donna Martinez.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/17/2020 8:30PM 26min
FRONT ROW W/ 

MARC ROTTERMAN 
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...depression 

era unemployment numbers and the drumbeat to re-open 

North Carolina picks up steam. On the panel this week is 

Mitch Kokai with the Carolina Journal, Brooke Medina with 

the Civitas Institute, Jonah Kaplan the Senior Political 

Reporter for ABC News 11 and Communications 

Consultant Donna King.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/21/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Although the novel coronavirus is known for causing 

respiratory symptoms, there are new questions about its 

impact on other parts of the body. COVID-19 may be linked 

in some patients with increases in inflammation of the heart 

as well as injury to other organs and tissues. William 

Brangham talks to Yale University's Dr. Alan Kliger about 

one of the concerning trends: serious kidney damage.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/21/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

On Tuesday, the Senate renewed its effort to mitigate 

economic pain caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lawmakers approved a $483 billion relief package including 

money for hospitals, testing and small business lending -- 

especially targeted to business categories less successful 

in securing funding through previous legislation. Amna 

Nawaz reports, and Lisa Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/22/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The COVID-19 pandemic is challenging Americans 

physically, financially and emotionally. With the dramatic 

and abrupt life changes the outbreak has caused, what can 

we do to prioritize our mental health? Dr. Sue Varma, 

clinical assistant professor of psychiatry at New York 

University, joins Amna Nawaz to answer viewer questions 

about sleep, anxiety, talking to kids and more, for our series 

Ask Us.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/22/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has accused China of a 

cover-up during the early days of COVID-19, the latest in 

the U.S. rhetorical pressure campaign. China has pushed 

back, launching an information war that included conspiracy 

theories and highly publicized sales of medical equipment 

to other countries -- including the U.S. Nick Schifrin reports 

on the roiling confrontation.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/22/2020 7:30PM 26min

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DHHS UNDER-

SECRETARY BEN 

MONEY 

Public Affairs

Host Deborah Holt-Noel’s one-on-one discussion w/ Under-

Secretary Ben Money focuses on the spread of coronavirus 

and COVID-19’s effect on North Carolina’s African 

American community



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/23/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

A new survey by the Pew Research Center finds 43 percent 

of U.S. adults say they or someone in their household has 

suffered a job loss or pay cut due to COVID-19. With such 

widespread impact, it will likely take years for the economy 

to rebound. But what will recovery even look like, as the 

pandemic exacerbates existing inequalities and 

vulnerabilities in American society? Paul Solman reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/23/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

More help is on the way for American small businesses. 

The House approved a $484 billion measure aimed 

specifically at aiding smaller employers and hospitals 

Thursday. It comes as another 4.4 million Americans filed 

for unemployment. Meanwhile, a New York study finds 

much greater levels of COVID-19 than lab tests have 

confirmed. John Yang reports and Lisa Desjardins joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/23/2020 7:00PM 26min

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DR. MANDY COHEN 

PART 6 

Public Affairs

Dr. Mandy Cohen continues her weekly conversations on 

North Carolina’s coronavirus response. Tom Campbell 

hosts

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/23/2020 8:30PM 20min SCI NC Public Affairs

Hammer Science - A manufacturing firm in Wilmington uses 

materials science to provide the most basic of tools to 

companies around the world. Face Your Age - How facial 

recognition technology is being used in health care. 

Mosquito Science- Explore the science of this most irritating 

of insects. Drug Discovery- A scientist at RTI International 

pledged to discover a new medicine to fight drug resistant 

TB during her career.  The drug just won FDA approval.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/24/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The White House spent part of Friday addressing concerns 

about President Trump’s apparent conflict with his medical 

advisors at Thursday's Coronavirus Task Force briefing. 

Yamiche Alcindor reports, and Amna Nawaz talks to Dr. 

Michael Osterholm of the University of Minnesota's Center 

for Infectious Disease Research and Policy about Trump’s 

tendency to make claims on a “non-scientific basis.”



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/24/2020 7:30PM 26min NC SPIN Discussion

We begin by discussing what Governor Cooper described 

as a modest Phase Two reopening our state. Next we talk 

about the crisis at DOT and wonder what it’s going to take 

to fix it. If there’s time we want to look into what the 

legislature is doing especially with a projected budget 

shortfall of billions. This week's panelists are Becki Gray, 

Chris Fitzsimon, Rob

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/24/2020 8:30PM 26min
FRONT ROW W/ 

MARC ROTTERMAN 
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...White House 

launches Operation Warp Speed, Joe Biden's potential VP 

picks and State Treasurer Dale Folwell talks about the 

state's budget. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with 

the Carolina Journal, Communications Consultant Donna 

King and North Carolina State Treasurer Dale Folwell.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/27/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Cases of COVID-19 have been rising in some rural parts of 

the U.S. -- many of which were already squeezed for 

medical care before the pandemic. With fewer resources 

available in these places, a spike in patients requiring 

hospitalization and intensive care can be especially 

dangerous. William Brangham talks to Dr. Shanti Akers, a 

pulmonologist at the Phoebe Putney Health System in 

Albany, Georgia.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/27/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The spread of COVID-19 has dramatically altered the way 

Americans both live and die. We asked our viewers to 

share their stories about losing loved ones during the 

pandemic, whether to COVID-19 or to something else. 

Amna Nawaz reports on the strange and sorrowful process 

of grief for people in isolation.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/27/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

As the U.S. grapples with the novel coronavirus, a 

bipartisan group is putting together an ambitious plan to 

scale capacity to track and contain the virus. Andy Slavitt, 

former director of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the $46 billion 

proposal, which would expand contact tracing capabilities 

as well as provide income for people during isolation.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/27/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

NPR’s Tamara Keith and Amy Walter of the Cook Political 

Report join Judy Woodruff to discuss the latest political 

news, including the evolution of the White House 

Coronavirus Task Force briefing, President Trump’s shifting 

approval ratings and possible electoral implications for 

Senate races this fall.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/27/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

Weeks into the social distancing driven by the COVID-19 

pandemic, some states are beginning to lift restrictions -- 

while others are extending them. How do business owners 

and customers feel about the decision to reopen? John 

Yang talks to Bill Nigut of Georgia Public Broadcasting and 

Anna Rau of Montana PBS about what they are seeing in 

their states, which are attempting a phased approach.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/28/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Misinformation and conspiracy theories about COVID-19 

have spread rapidly online, creating what some experts are 

now calling an “infodemic.” Health officials across the globe 

are scrambling to refute a flood of bogus claims, some of 

which could have harmful consequences. John Yang 

reports on the dangerous course of falsehoods during this 

global health crisis -- and techniques to identify them.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/28/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

Demand remains high for relief the federal Paycheck 

Protection Program is making available for smaller 

businesses. But the distribution of that money continues to 

be a source of controversy, and the program has been 

mired with technical problems. Lisa Desjardins reports and 

talks to the Main Street Alliance's Amanda Ballantyne and 

Brad Close of the National Federation of Independent 

Businesses.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/28/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

Although the House has decided it's not safe for members 

to return to the Capitol at this stage of the pandemic, the 

Senate will resume work next week. Senate Minority 

Leader Chuck Schumer of New York, whose state has 

suffered the country’s highest death toll from COVID-19, 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss that decision as well as 

ongoing issues with small businesses getting federal 

pandemic relief.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/28/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

Throughout the pandemic, restrictions on social gatherings 

have forced those who observe major religious holidays to 

find new ways to practice their faith. How is COVID-19 

changing places of worship? Judy Woodruff talks to New 

York University’s Imam Khalid Latif, Rabbi Brigitte 

Rosenberg of United Hebrew Congregation in St. Louis and 

Rev. Tim Cole of Christ Church Georgetown in Washington, 

D.C.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/29/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Testing, both for active cases of COVID-19 and for 

antibodies indicating prior exposure to the disease, will be 

critical to resuming economic activity. In addition, scientists 

are racing to develop therapies for people who do get 

infected -- especially those who become seriously ill. 

Science correspondent Miles O’Brien joins Judy Woodruff 

to discuss the latest on COVID-19 testing and treatment.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/29/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The social distancing many Americans are practicing to 

slow the spread of COVID-19 is driving widespread feelings 

of loneliness and isolation. Into this unfamiliar experience 

comes a new book about relationships and community: 

“Together,” by former U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy. 

Murthy joins John Yang to discuss why he believes we can 

emerge from the pandemic more connected than ever.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/29/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump has signed an executive order to keep 

meat processing plants open, but a number of the facilities 

are currently closed due to outbreaks of COVID-19. What 

does the pandemic's disruption mean for U.S. agriculture -- 

and the health of its workers? Special correspondent Fred 

de Sam Lazaro reports, and William Brangham talks to Amy 

Mayer of Iowa Public Radio for analysis.

EDUCATION 4/29/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

Roughly 14 percent of students enrolled in U.S. public 

schools receive special education services. As families 

across the nation grapple with home learning, what are the 

particular challenges the parents of these children face? 

Judy Woodruff reports and talks to Selene Almazan of the 

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, a nonprofit 

aiming to protect the rights of children with disabilities.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/29/2020 7:30PM 26min 

FOCUS ON 

CORONAVIRUS: 

CONVERSATION W/ 

DR. MANDY COHEN - 

PART 7 

Public Affairs

NC DHHS Secretary Mandy Cohen discusses the three-

stage reopening strategy for North Carolina businesses. 

Tom Campbell hosts.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/30/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

As Americans endure an unprecedented economic 

situation, they are confronting new challenges and worries 

about many aspects of their lives. In this week’s Ask Us, we 

focus on concerns about jobs and money. Michelle 

Singletary, The Washington Post’s finance columnist, joins 

Amna Nawaz to answer viewer questions.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 4/30/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The current economic crisis means rising demand for food 

stamps. While Congress has passed additional benefits for 

some recipients, a large percentage of the poorest 

households did not get an increase. Meanwhile, many 

people, from college students now at home to those at high-

risk for COVID-19, are facing new complications in 

accessing their benefits. Economics correspondent Paul 

Solman reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 4/30/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

With more than 30 million Americans losing jobs or 

businesses and others forced to take pay cuts, making 

monthly rent and mortgage payments has become 

increasingly difficult. Viewers share their challenges, and 

John Yang talks to the National Consumer Law Center’s 

Diane Thompson, formerly of the Consumer Financial 

Protection bureau, about what regulators and lenders are 

doing to try to help.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 4/30/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

The World Health Organization held a rare emergency 

meeting Thursday to discuss the ongoing global health 

crisis -- and an escalating diplomatic battle with the U.S., its 

largest funder. President Trump has frozen contributions to 

WHO, blaming it for echoing China in its early response to 

COVID-19. Nick Schifrin talks to Duke University’s Dr. 

Michael Merson and Stanford University’s Lanhee Chen.



EDUCATION 4/30/2020 8:00PM 20min NCIMPACT Public Affairs

Families in some rural ares of North Carolina struggle to 

find access to pre-school programs they know will give their 

children the launching pad they need to succeeed. That's 

why many are coming to Transylvania County where a new 

program was started in 2015 that emphasizes early 

childhood development. Anita Brown-Graham takes a look 

at the collaboration it took to make a difference

ENVIRONMENT 4/30/2020 8:30PM 20min SCI NC Public Affairs

Eating the Vine that Ate the South – Kudzu is the 

posterchild for invasive species in the South, but now that 

it’s here should we start using it? Yaupon tea – Before we 

started importing tea, North Carolina natives used a native 

holly bush for all our caffeine needs. Now companies are 

bringing it back as a sustainable alternative. Aquaculture – 

The NC State fish barn has teamed up with a local farmer 

to raise both fish and produce. Waste – Winston-Salem 

school are composting their leftovers and delivering them to 

a family farm that turns the waste into fertilizer.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/1/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Jazz Fest, one of the nation’s liveliest annual music 

celebrations, should have been full-throttle this week in 

New Orleans. Instead, the city remains locked down, a hot 

spot in the COVID-19 pandemic with close to 6,500 cases 

and over 400 deaths. As part of Canvas, our ongoing 

coverage of arts and culture, Jeffrey Brown talks to one of 

the city’s musical ambassadors about the pandemic's toll.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS/BUSINESS 5/1/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

More than a dozen states relaxed their stay-at-home orders 

Friday, but some southern states began lifting restrictions 

earlier, allowing beauty salons, restaurants and other 

businesses to reopen at their discretion. The iconic Waffle 

House chain resumed limited dine-in service this week at 

400 locations across Georgia and Tennessee. Company 

CEO Walt Ehmer joins Amna Nawaz to discuss the move.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/1/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

U.S. Representative Patrick McHenry offers perspective in 

recent coronavirus stimulus legislation as the ranking 

member of the U.S. House Financial Services Committee. 

Marc Rotterman hosts this exclusive one-on-one. 

ECONOMY 5/3/2020 4:00PM 26min Black Issues Forum Discussion

Host Deborah Holt Noel leads a Discussion on gaps in 

broadband internet access that are exposed as students 

engage in at-home learning.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/4/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

With COVID-19 cases in the U.S. still rising, many experts 

say the next phase in the pandemic response will require 

aggressive contact tracing. The technique has been used 

extensively in prior disease outbreaks elsewhere, but the 

U.S. currently lacks a nationwide tracing infrastructure. And 

while apps tracking movement and interactions could help, 

they raise privacy concerns. Amna Nawaz reports.

MAY



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/4/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

With the U.S. coronavirus death toll now over 68,000, some 

fatality projections referenced by the Trump administration 

have already been surpassed. Roughly 2,000 Americans 

are dying from the disease every day -- and that number 

could still rise. Pulitzer Prize-winning science journalist 

Laurie Garrett joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the latest 

predictions and what could be done to reduce them.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/5/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Regional and rural hospitals can be ill-equipped to handle 

serious coronavirus cases -- so additional care comes to 

the patient. Jennifer Adamski is a critical care nurse 

practitioner with the Cleveland Clinic, an Ohio-based 

hospital system that dispatches her far and wide to retrieve 

patients in need, often via helicopter. She joins William 

Brangham to discuss how COVID-19 has changed her job.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/5/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

During this difficult period, some of the millions of 

Americans stuck at home have turned to new hobbies and 

do-it-yourself projects to pass the time and redirect their 

energy. But while such accomplishments can be fulfilling, 

experts say it's also important to acknowledge the stress 

and fatigue inherent in isolation. Jeffrey Brown reports as 

part of our ongoing arts and culture series, Canvas.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/5/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Weeks of business closures and stay-at-home orders have 

left the American ECONOMY/BUSINESS in shambles. 

Now, a majority of states are starting to lift restrictions and 

resume business -- even though COVID-19 cases and 

deaths nationwide continue to climb. Arkansas Gov. Asa 

Hutchinson has a phased plan for reopening, and he joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss why he thinks this is the right time 

to implement it.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/5/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

Even in the best of times, mental health and illness tend to 

be minimized by U.S. health care. That problem is now 

magnified by an extended period of social isolation, 

economic disaster and fear. How can Americans cope with 

this building mental health crisis? Amna Nawaz talks to Dr. 

Joshua Gordon of the National Institute of Mental Health 

and former Rep. Patrick Kennedy of the Kennedy Forum.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/6/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

A closely divided U.S. Supreme Court considered two 

cases Wednesday: one on the future of exceptions to a 

birth control mandate in the Affordable Care Act, and 

another challenging a federal law banning robocalls. John 

Yang reports on the details of the arguments brought 

before the justices -- and the challenges of the Court’s 

operating remotely.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/6/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Since the coronavirus pandemic gripped the United States, 

Americans have been told to avoid emergency rooms and 

hospitals if possible. But now there are reports from across 

the country that suggest the warning may be in fact too 

effective, as some patients experiencing urgent health 

problems are not seeking the treatment they need. Miles 

O’Brien reports on the medical and economic 

consequences.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/6/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The issue of whether to provide states and cities with 

additional federal funding is one of many challenges 

confronting Congress during the coronavirus pandemic. 

South Dakota Sen. John Thune, the second-ranking 

Republican in the Senate, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss 

that question, the safety precautions the Senate is taking 

amid COVID-19 and “broad support” for the Paycheck 

Protection Program.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS/BUSINESS 5/6/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

With U.S. commercial flights largely empty amid the fallout 

from the COVID-19 pandemic, airlines are taking a serious 

financial hit. But while their revenue has plunged due to the 

drop in demand, they are receiving billions in federal aid. 

Southwest Airlines CEO and chairman Gary C. Kelly joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss the safety of air travel and the 

financial challenges of the economic crisis.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/6/2020 7:30PM 26min
Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 8 
Discussion

NC DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide 

viewers a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the 

spread of coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/7/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As states and businesses around the country begin to 

reopen, many Americans are worried about the health risks 

of returning to work. Christina Banks, director of the 

Interdisciplinary Center for Healthy Workplaces at the 

University of California, Berkeley, joins Amna Nawaz to 

respond to viewer questions and concerns about workplace 

safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/7/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

More than half of U.S. states have started lifting pandemic 

restrictions and reopening their economies. But questions 

remain about how to resume business while maintaining 

social distancing. In addition, testing for COVID-19 remains 

relatively limited, with about 250,000 tests per day 

conducted nationwide. Judy Woodruff talks to Dr. Ashish 

Jha, director of the Harvard Global Health Institute.

COMMUNITY 5/7/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Public outcry is mounting over the killing of an unarmed 

African American man in Georgia over two months ago. 

Recently released video shows 25-year-old Ahmaud Arbery 

jogging in late February when he was shot to death by two 

white men, who said they thought he looked like a burglary 

suspect. Marcus Arbery, the father of the victim, and his 

attorney, Benjamin Crump, join Yamiche Alcindor to 

discuss.

ECONOMY 5/7/2020 8:00PM 26min NCImpact Special Discussion

Those who struggled with broadband access before the 

coronavirus, probably are struggling even more now. 

Communities across our state are working to narrow the 

digital divide, and, with the transition to remote learning and 

online classes, this work becomes even more important. 

ncIMPACT looks at the solutions.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/8/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

A new jobs report details a picture of devastating national 

unemployment not seen since the Great Depression. Neel 

Kashkari, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of 

Minneapolis and former assistant secretary of the treasury, 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss why the crisis is likely even 

worse than it appears, who is hurt the most and what the 

government can do to try to stabilize the U.S. business.

ECONOMY 5/7/2020 8:00PM 26min NCIMPACT SPECIAL Discussion

Those who struggled with broadband access before the 

coronavirus, probably are struggling even more now. 

Communities across our state are working to narrow the 

digital divide, and, with the transition to remote learning and 

online classes, this work becomes even more important. 

ncIMPACT looks at the solutions.



ECONOMY 5/8/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

U.S. Congressman David Price joins host Marc Rotterman 

for an in-depth Discussion of federal action to stimulate the 

stalled U.S. economy, U.S. and Chinese relations and 

COVID-19.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS/BUSINESS 5/11/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Across the globe, lockdowns imposed to try to slow the 

spread of COVID-19 are being lifted, businesses are 

reopening and people are returning to work. But even in 

countries that had successfully controlled their coronavirus 

outbreaks, like South Korea and Singapore, there are 

warnings of how quickly the virus can reassert itself when 

restrictions loosen and activity resumes. Nick Schifrin 

reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS/BUSINESS 5/11/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

During the COVID-19 pandemic, restaurants, theaters, 

parks and other places where people come together are 

closed in an effort to keep them apart. Meanwhile, people 

who share a home spending much more time together than 

they usually do. What do these changes mean for dating 

and relationships? Lisa Desjardins reports on how 

Americans are staying connected amid unprecedented 

social circumstances.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/11/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

For more than 60 million Americans with disabilities, the 

rapid spread of COVID-19 is especially dangerous. Many 

live in long-term care facilities, and they are twice as likely 

to experience poverty as those without disability. But so far, 

legislation has fallen short on help. We hear some of their 

stories, and Stephanie Sy talks to Rebecca Cokley of the 

Center for American Progress.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/11/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Congress has appropriated roughly $175 billion so far to 

help hospitals and other health care providers weather the 

consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. But some are 

still struggling to keep up with the need, and racial 

disparities in the American health care system are 

magnifying the problem. William Brangham talks to Tim 

Egan and Lynette Houston of Chicago’s Roseland 

Community Hospital.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/11/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

The COVID-19 pandemic has killed over 80,000 people and 

infected more than 1.3 million in the U.S. -- including some 

in the White House, where several officials are isolating 

after possible exposure. But the movement to lift 

restrictions is gaining steam, even though health experts 

say testing is still not adequate. Yamiche Alcindor reports 

and joins Judy Woodruff and William Brangham to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/12/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The Supreme Court heard arguments Tuesday in President 

Trump’s legal battle to keep his finances secret. Authorities 

in New York as well as several House committees are 

seeking Trump’s financial records, arguing they could 

reveal potential crimes or improper influence. As John Yang 

reports, the Court’s decision could have profound 

implications for the constitutional separation of powers.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/12/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

New warnings from U.S. public health officials Tuesday 

emphasized that the national fight against COVID-19 is far 

from over -- and that lifting restrictions too quickly could 

cause unnecessary deaths. The sobering message was 

delivered as senior health figures, including Dr. Anthony 

Fauci, testified virtually before a Senate committee, and the 

U.S. death toll passed 82,000. Amna Nawaz reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/12/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

On Tuesday, top U.S. public health officials testified 

virtually about the coronavirus pandemic before the Senate 

Committee on Health, EDUCATION, Labor and Pensions. 

Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana is one of two 

medical doctors within the group. He joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss strategy for COVID-19 testing, Dr. Anthony Fauci 

and why he is now “more confident” about the crisis 

response.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/12/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As more states lift restrictions put in place to slow the 

coronavirus, the Senate Committee on Health, 

EDUCATION, Labor and Pensions is hearing from health 

officials on the pandemic response. One of the country's 

earliest outbreaks of COVID-19 was in Washington state. 

Its senior senator, Patty Murray, joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss her concern about lack of transparency in testing 

for the virus.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/12/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

In U.S. cases of COVID-19 where race was identified, 

nearly 30 percent of patients were black -- even though 

African Americans make up only about 13 percent of the 

general population. The share of cases among Latinos is 

also disproportionately large. What is behind these 

significant racial disparities, and how are they affecting 

communities suffering the pandemic’s toll? Yamiche 

Alcindor reports.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/13/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Can states punish presidential electors for bucking a pledge 

to vote for their state's winner? That was the question at the 

heart of Wednesday’s Supreme Court arguments, held 

once again by phone. Some states sought to invalidate the 

votes of these so-called “faithless electors” after the 2016 

election. The electors sued, and the case has major 

implications for the next election. John Yang reports.

EDUCATION 5/13/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

Since the coronavirus pandemic closed schools nationwide, 

children are spending much more time at home. But reports 

of abuse and neglect have declined dramatically, prompting 

concerns among child welfare advocates that mistreatment 

isn’t being exposed. William Brangham reports on the fears 

of child welfare experts and talks to Dr. Robert Sege, a 

pediatrician at Tufts Medical Center.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/13/2020 7:30PM 26min
Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 9 
Discussion

U.S. DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide 

viewers a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the 

spread of coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/14/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The global death toll in the coronavirus pandemic has 

reached 300,000, with 85,000 fatalities in the U.S. alone. 

The new numbers were posted as federal vaccine expert 

Dr. Rick Bright, in congressional testimony, levied grave 

criticism of the White House's crisis response. Meanwhile, 

nearly 3 million additional Americans filed for 

unemployment amid a crippled ECONOMY/BUSINESS. 

Yamiche Alcindor reports.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/14/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

During the coronavirus pandemic, we all have questions, 

and the NewsHour is bringing them to experts for answers. 

This week, we consider the challenges parents are 

experiencing as they try to help children navigate an 

unfamiliar world. Dr. Sarah Vinson, a child and adolescent 

psychiatrist, joins Amna Nawaz to discuss.

EDUCATION 5/14/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Colleges and universities across the country are wrestling 

with how and when to reopen for classes in the fall. While 

some are planning to bring students and faculty back to 

campus, others feel such a move would be unwise and will 

conduct only online learning. Judy Woodruff talks to 

Timothy White, chancellor of California State University, 

about his institution’s shift to mostly remote classes.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/14/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

As millions more Americans file for unemployment amid an 

ECONOMY/BUSINESS crippled by COVID-19, many states 

are lifting restrictions and reopening businesses. But is that 

the correct approach to reviving the U.S. 

ECONOMY/BUSINESS? Paul Solman talks to Nobel Prize-

winning economist Paul Romer about weighing costs and 

benefits and why “there are no good alternatives” to making 

COVID-19 testing ubiquitous in the U.S.

COMMUNITY 5/14/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

COVID-19 is sweeping the country’s jails and prisons. They 

have proven to be breeding grounds for contagion, with 

close quarters and a lack of protective gear. Some have 

released inmates early to free up space -- but people inside 

say it is too little, too late. Yamiche Alcindor reports, and 

William Brangham talks to Dr. Homer Venters, former chief 

medical officer of the New York City jail system.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/14/2020 6:00PM 12min PBS NewsHour News

Governing in a crisis like the novel coronavirus pandemic 

can define a presidency. What lessons does history have to 

offer as a guide? Judy Woodruff reports and talks to former 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who was President 

Obama’s chief of staff during the Great Recession, and the 

National Endowment for Democracy’s Andrew Card, who 

served as President George W. Bush’s chief of staff after 

9/11.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/14/2020 8:00PM 26min NCImpact Special Discussion

Many residents in cities and rural areas share challenges in 

getting access to healthcare during stay-at-home orders. 

But telehealth can be a lifeline to those who need help. 

Frontline healthcare workers can bridge that healthcare gap 

exploiting new technologies to better serve their 

communities and their patients.  ncIMPACT looks at the 

solutions.

EDUCATION 5/15/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

It is that time of year when graduates of all levels are 

usually crossing the stage, shaking hands and receiving 

their diplomas. But the look and feel of these events this 

year is, of course, quite different, almost all of them virtual.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/15/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

While only a small percentage of children infected with the 

novel coronavirus become seriously ill, researchers are now 

learning about a potentially dangerous syndrome in young 

people apparently caused by the virus. In more than 100 

cases in New York and 60 in Europe, doctors have seen an 

inflammatory response similar to Kawasaki disease. William 

Brangham talks to pediatrician Dr. Jane Newburger.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/15/2020 7:30PM 26min NC SPIN Discussion

Our panel discuss what the legislature should do in their 

short session, when we should reopen our state and the 

latest on COVID-19. This week's panelists are Becki Gray, 

Patrick Sebastian, Chris Fitzsimon & Brad Crone.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/15/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...the White 

House ramps up testing for COVID-19 as states begin to re-

open and the North Carolina General Assembly returns to 

Raleigh. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with the 

Carolina Journal, Political Analyst Joe Stewart, Democratic 

Strategist Morgan Jackson and Communications 

Consultant Donna King.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/17/2020 4:00PM 26min Black Issues Forum Discussion

Election Day 2020 is coming up, but what will the rules of 

engagement be, especially with regard to COVID-19?  Rep. 

G.K. Butterfield and the head of the state board of elections 

join Deborah Holt Noel to talk about early voting, vote-by-

mail, and more.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/18/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The World Health Organization hosted its annual summit 

Monday. This year, the meeting was intended to enable 

world leaders to coordinate their responses to the threat of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. But the session was dominated 

by ongoing tensions between the U.S. and China -- and 

criticism from other countries about a vacuum of global 

leadership. Nick Schifrin joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/18/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump has fired three inspectors general 

recently, including State Department watchdog Steve Linick 

on Friday. Two Democratic lawmakers say Linick was 

investigating a Saudi arms deal the White House fast-

tracked. Yamiche Alcindor talks to Joel Brenner, a former 

national security inspector general and director of national 

intelligence, about how politicizing the IG role is “all wrong.”

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/18/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

In all but two U.S. states, stay-at-home orders are being 

lifted, and businesses are reopening. But can the lifting of 

restrictions be safe, when COVID-19 is still increasing in 

many parts of the country? Atul Gawande, a surgeon at 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital and chair of the joint health 

care venture Haven, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss how to 

control virus spread as daily activities resume.

EDUCATION 5/18/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

With schools closed and classes moving online, students 

nationwide are being forced to adapt to a new learning 

landscape. One challenge: standardized testing for college 

admissions, many of which have been canceled this spring. 

Although test administrators say tests will be run online by 

this fall, some experts worry that shift will exacerbate 

existing systemic inequities. Stephanie Sy reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/19/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Amid a global pandemic comes a novel about a global 

pandemic. Lawrence Wright wrote “The End of October” 

before the new coronavirus was discovered in China, but 

some of its chapters feel ripped from today’s headlines. 

Wright joins Jeffrey Brown to discuss returning to fiction 

after years in journalism and what inspired his prescient 

story. It's part of our arts and culture series, Canvas.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/19/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Nursing homes across the country are facing a desperate 

situation during the coronavirus pandemic. In 17 states, 

more than half of reported COVID-19 deaths have been at 

these facilities. Chronic staffing shortages, made worse by 

the virus, and inadequate infection control procedures 

exacerbate the threat amid the population that is the most 

vulnerable. Lisa Desjardins reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/19/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Top U.S. economic officials are being pressed for answers 

about government relief efforts amid COVID-19. 

Pennsylvania Republican Sen. Pat Toomey sits on the 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, as well 

as the Congressional Oversight Commission that monitors 

spending from the CARES Act. Toomey joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss why he isn’t ready to deliver more 

federal aid to states.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/20/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

State Department Inspector General Steve Linick was 

actively investigating Sec. of State Mike Pompeo when he 

was fired by President Trump recently. It was the latest in a 

series of IG dismissals sending shockwaves through the 

watchdog community. On Wednesday, Pompeo answered 

questions about the move, denying he knew Linick was 

investigating him. Nick Schifrin joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/20/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The Trump administration is saying increased security on 

the U.S.-Mexico border is necessary to prevent the 

coronavirus' spread. As a result, more than 900 migrant 

children were deported in March and April shortly after they 

reached the border -- much more quickly than normal, and 

without standard safeguards observed. John Yang talks to 

Caitlin Dickerson of The New York Times.

Science/Technology 5/20/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

For months, scientists and public officials have relied upon 

computer-based models to try to predict the trajectory or 

the coronavirus outbreak. But models are not crystal balls, 

and all of them involve human assumptions. Science 

correspondent Miles O’Brien reports on how the efforts that 

go into making these models -- and their ultimate purpose -- 

are more complicated than many of us realize.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/20/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, questions have 

been raised about why the U.S. federal government was 

not better prepared for such a crisis. Scrutiny of President 

Trump has been intense, but questions extend beyond him 

to the efficacy of government and civil service more 

broadly. William Brangham talks to the American Enterprise 

Institute’s Yuval Levin and The Atlantic’s George Packer.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/20/2020 7:30PM 26min

Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 

10 

Discussion

DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide viewers 

a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts. 

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/21/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

A newly released analysis of coronavirus' spread in the 

U.S. suggests a haunting hypothetical: that if social 

distancing and stay-at-home orders had been implemented 

only a week earlier, more than 30,000 lives might have 

been saved. But that alternate scenario relies upon 

computer-based modeling that has its limitations. Miles 

O’Brien joins Judy Woodruff to discuss how this data can 

be useful.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/21/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

During this unprecedented crisis, we all have questions -- 

and the NewsHour is turning to experts for answers. In this 

edition of Ask Us, virologist Angela Rasmussen of 

Columbia University joins Amna Nawaz to take viewer 

questions on transmission of the novel coronavirus, 

including whether it can be contracted from swimming pools 

and street surfaces.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/21/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

For more than two months, the toll of unemployment in the 

U.S. has grown each week. The retail sector, which was 

already struggling before the pandemic, is among the 

hardest hit, with stores closed or at reduced capacity and 

consumers nervous about spending money. And many 

economists believe these lost jobs will not be returning 

anytime soon. Economics correspondent Paul Solman 

reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/21/2020 8:00PM 26min NCImpact Special Discussion

The growing reach of COVID-19 brings particular 

challenges and risks. ncIMPACT explores the solutions for 

those struggling with substance use disorders amid this 

crisis.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/22/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Scientists say antibody testing could be a key tool in the 

fight against the novel coronavirus. Still, many questions 

remain about the accuracy of antibody testing. The Food 

and Drug Administration has tried to crack down on 

inaccurate tests, but scientists aren’t even sure yet what a 

positive test means for immunity. John Yang reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/22/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The Trump administration has emphasized the possibility 

that the novel coronavirus was accidentally released by 

scientists at a Chinese lab. While that accusation remains 

unproven, China’s oversight of such scientific research has 

come under scrutiny in the past, and now, an area in which 

the U.S. and China previously collaborated has grown 

fraught with tension. Nick Schifrin reports.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/22/2020 7:30PM 26min NC SPIN Discussion

We begin by discussing the easing of restrictions and ask 

what’s open, what’s not and how it impacts you. We then 

talk about the legislation passed to help with COVID-19 and 

if there’s time we will talk about money problems at DOT. 

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/22/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...bi-partisan 

congressional push back on China and Governor Cooper 

signs a COVID-19 relief package. On the panel this week is 

Mitch Kokai with the Carolina Journal, Travis Fain State 

Government Reporter with WRAL-TV, Nelson Dollar the 

Senior Adviser to the NC Speaker of the House and 

Communications Consultant Donna King.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/25/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Many Western societies have not had to face death at the 

scale of COVID-19 since World War II, nearly 75 years ago. 

Could the grim reality of the coronavirus pandemic change 

the way we deal with life and loss? Special correspondent 

Malcolm Brabant reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/25/2020 6:00PM 13min PBS NewsHour News

Memorial Day represents the kickoff to summer and the 

usually busy vacation travel season. As states lift pandemic 

restrictions and reopen their economies, how are beach 

towns and business owners adjusting to a new landscape 

reshaped by coronavirus? John Yang reports, and Judy 

Woodruff talks to two mayors, Shirley Sessions of Georgia’s 

Tybee Island and John Olivarri of Missouri’s Osage Beach.



Science/Technology 5/26/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

It has been nearly a decade since an American space crew 

last lifted off from U.S. soil in a spacecraft built here. That's 

expected to change Wednesday afternoon with the 

relaunch of manned space flight. But the occasion will be 

very different from past launches, as this time, a private 

company is leading the way as a NASA partner. Miles 

O’Brien reports on the potentially “revolutionary” moment.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/26/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

With researchers around the world racing to develop a 

vaccine for COVID-19, attention is increasingly turning to a 

potential stop-gap measure – convalescent plasma. The 

yellowish gold part of our blood that contains antibodies to 

help fight viruses is the focus of research in labs and 

hospitals and shows early signs of promise. John Yang 

reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/26/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

The number of Americans providing unpaid care for loved 

ones has been rising in recent years. The coronavirus 

pandemic and the associated shutdowns have made these 

difficult roles that much harder, increasing isolation and 

limiting resources. We hear stories from some of these 

caregivers, and Judy Woodruff talks to C. Grace Whiting, 

president and CEO of the National Alliance for Caregiving.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/27/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Who will care for the children of working parents when they 

return to their jobs, if schools and many child care providers 

remain closed? The CARES Act allocated $3.5 billion to 

support child care programs, but a national organization 

says many providers have yet to receive any funding. 

Special correspondent Cat Wise reports from Oregon, 

where a shortage of child care slots preceded the 

pandemic.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/27/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The American death toll from the COVID-19 pandemic 

passed the 100,000 milestone on Wednesday. Dr. Anthony 

Fauci is one of the country's leading public health officials 

and a key member of President Trump’s Coronavirus Task 

Force. He joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the country’s 

“terrible ordeal,” how we can contain the virus moving 

forward and why he is cautiously optimistic about a vaccine.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/27/2020 6:00PM 12min PBS NewsHour News

Lawmakers agree struggling Americans need another 

economic relief package due to the pandemic’s fallout. But 

congressional Republicans and Democrats differ over who 

should receive that assistance. House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi joins Judy Woodruff to discuss a new House 

proposal for COVID-19 testing, being more “prescriptive” 

about how federal aid is spent and whether to hold an in-

person convention.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/27/2020 7:30PM 26min

Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 

11 

Discussion

DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide viewers 

a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts. 

Employment 5/28/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Many Americans are working from home during the 

coronavirus pandemic, and it’s unclear when people will or 

should return to the workplace. The shift toward more 

remote work could have significant repercussions for 

employees, companies and the marketplace. Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman explores these transformations 

-- and their advantages and drawbacks -- in a two-part 

series.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 5/28/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

The economic toll of the pandemic and the ensuing 

shutdowns continues to grow, with more than 40 million 

people losing jobs so far. Although economic activity will 

pick up as businesses reopen, there is growing debate 

about how government policy can support struggling 

Americans and a fragile ECONOMY/BUSINESS. Judy 

Woodruff talks to Mary Daly, president of the Federal 

Reserve Bank of San Francisco.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 5/28/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

More than 100,000 Americans have died from COVID-19 so 

far -- a number unimaginable before the pandemic began. 

The U.S. has nearly 30 percent of reported deaths 

worldwide. How does this tragic moment fit into American 

historical context? Judy Woodruff talks to Andy Slavitt, 

former acting administrator of the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, and presidential historian Michael 

Beschloss.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 5/28/2020 7:00PM 26min
Divided We FallL: 

Unity without Tragedy
Story Feature

Ordinary citizens together to wrestle with the complex 

issues that divide our nation. Breaking out of partisan echo 

chambers to listen to one another, the participants - equal 

numbers of whom strongly approve and disapprove of 

President Donald Trump - explore what it means to be an 

American, what constitutes a "more perfect union," and 

what can be done to bridge the gaps between them.

ECONOMY 5/28/2020 8:00PM 26min NCIMPACT Discussion

Serving time in jail in many ways is not the end of 

punishment. The criminal conviction remains on your record 

after time served can present new challenges in the job 

search, getting an apartment, and even applying to school. 

Host Anita Brown-Graham looks at a program that offers 

legal relief to those stuck in limbo.  

COMMUNITY 5/29/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Former Vice President Joe Biden on Friday accused 

President Donald Trump of sending “incendiary tweets” 

about the protests over George Floyd’s death in 

Minneapolis this week, saying the rhetoric inflamed 

tensions and fit into a broader pattern of Trump stoking 

racism.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/1/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Cities across the U.S. are bracing for unrest as protests 

continue. Outrage over police killings of black victims, most 

recently that of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 

police on Memorial Day, has fueled demonstrations, and in 

some cases, destruction. In response, President Trump 

called for stricter policing, telling governors they must 

“dominate” protesters. Yamiche Alcindor reports.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/1/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Demonstrations that began in Minneapolis after the death 

of George Floyd in police custody on Memorial Day have 

spread to dozens of cities across the U.S. over the 

weekend, and thousands of protesters have been arrested. 

Amna Nawaz talks to special correspondent Fred de Sam 

Lazaro, Rickey Bevington of Georgia Public Broadcasting in 

Atlanta and Cerise Castle of KCRW public radio in Los 

Angeles.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/1/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Peaceful protests around the U.S. continue Monday night, 

but there will likely also be charged confrontations and 

more looting and destruction. How can law enforcement 

defuse these fraught situations and minimize violence while 

acknowledging protesters’ voices? Judy Woodruff talks to 

Sheriff Christopher Swanson of Genesee County, Michigan, 

and Michael Nutter, former mayor of Philadelphia.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/1/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

For analysis of the deeper systemic issues that are 

underlying the country’s civic unrest, Judy Woodruff talks to 

Roxane Gay, a noted essayist and author whose work 

frequently addresses issues of race, identity and privilege; 

Anna Deavere Smith, award-winning playwright and actor; 

and Tay Anderson, a Denver school board member and 

activist who has been leading protests in that city.

JUNE



MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/2/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The U.S. has now experienced a full week of protests over 

police treatment of black Americans. The death of George 

Floyd in Minneapolis has triggered widespread 

demonstrations, curfews and thousands of arrests. National 

Guard troops have been called up in states across the 

country. And President Trump’s rhetoric urging increased 

use of force is prompting more disagreement. Amna Nawaz 

reports.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/2/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

With protests taking place in cities across the country, how 

should the federal government respond? Republican Sen. 

John Thune of South Dakota joins Judy Woodruff to discuss 

President Trump’s rhetoric about the use of force, whether 

a peaceful protest near the White House Monday should 

have been interrupted as it was, the role of Congress in 

addressing racial unrest and federal pandemic aid.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/3/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

As protests over the death of George Floyd continue in 

cities nationwide, there were major developments 

Wednesday in the legal response to the case. Derek 

Chauvin, the officer who pressed his knee into Floyd’s 

neck, is now charged with second-degree murder, while 

three other officers are accused of aiding and abetting a 

murder. Lisa Desjardins reports.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/3/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Structural racism is now sharing the American cultural 

spotlight with COVID-19. While solutions to racial 

disparities in police treatment, health care and education 

will likely require policy changes, some experts say 

decisions at the family and individual levels matter just as 

much. Special correspondent Charlayne Hunter-Gault talks 

to Margaret Hagerman of Mississippi State University.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/3/2020 6:00PM 13min PBS NewsHour News

Widespread protests over George Floyd’s death and the 

treatment of black Americans by police more broadly have 

dominated the U.S. in recent days. For analysis of the 

issues at the heart of the unrest, Amna Nawaz talks to Art 

Acevedo, Houston’s chief of police, Tracey Meares, 

professor and founder of the Justice Collaboratory at Yale 

Law School and Samuel Sinyangwe of the group Campaign 

Zero.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/3/2020 7:30PM 26min

Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 

12 

Discussion

DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide viewers 

a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts. 



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/4/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Mayor Muriel Bowser said on Thursday that she thinks 

“there is a legal question” about President Trump’s ability to 

call out-of-state National Guard into the District of 

Columbia. Bowser joins Judy Woodruff to discuss how the 

city has seen protests at the White House swell “ever since 

peaceful protesters were forcibly moved” and how she sees 

the federal government encroaching on D.C.’s autonomy.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/4/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Fears of the coronavirus pandemic and the sharp shifts by 

companies to allow employees to work from home could 

devastate the nation’s office skyscrapers, some economists 

say. But real estate moguls say the office as we know it 

isn't dead yet. Economics correspondent Paul Solman 

explores how uncertainty is affecting the market.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/4/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

President Trump's talk of using military force on people 

protesting police brutality against black Americans has 

generated a backlash among a number of former senior 

military officers. Nick Schifrin gets perspective from retired 

Army Gen. Carter Ham on why these officials, as well as 

some who are currently serving, are wary of sending active-

duty troops into the United States.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/4/2020 8:00PM 26min NCImpact Special Discussion

In addition to keeping children physically safe during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, experts say it is also important to 

care for their emotional health. ncIMPACT dives into how to 

support children and parents during this crisis.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/5/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The U.S. enters another weekend still echoing with outrage 

over the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, plus more 

reports of police violence in the subsequent protests. But 

there is also news of some economic recovery, with more 

than 2 million jobs added in May. The president melded the 

two during Friday remarks at the Rose Garden -- and 

quickly drew criticism for it. Stephanie Sy reports.



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/5/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

Jobs numbers from May were unexpectedly strong, 

catching most economists by surprise. But the Trump 

administration was quick to hail them as early indications of 

an economic recovery already underway. How do others 

interpret the new data -- and what do they suggest about 

the future? John Yang reports and talks to labor economist 

Elise Gould of the Economic Policy Institute and Lisa 

Desjardins.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/5/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

The nationwide protests over the killing of George Floyd are 

forcing many state and local government officials to closely 

examine their law enforcement agencies and practices. Los 

Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti announced Thursday his 

proposal to cut $150 million from the city’s police budget 

and put that money toward helping communities of color. 

He joins Judy Woodruff to discuss accountability.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/5/2020 6:00PM 57min PBS NewsHour News

As the United States grapples with widespread unrest after 

the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police, our 

fraught national relationship with race is again in the 

spotlight. How can we move forward from this moment? 

PBS NewsHour believes we should begin the conversation 

by listening to black Americans. For that, we turn to a 

variety of grassroots voices, newsmakers and thought 

leaders.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/5/2020 7:30PM 26min NC Spin Discussion

We begin by discussing what Governor Cooper described 

as a modest Phase Two reopening our state. Next we talk 

about the crisis at DOT and wonder what it’s going to take 

to fix it. If there’s time we want to look into what the 

legislature is doing especially with a projected budget 

shortfall of billions.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/5/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...White House 

launches Operation Warp Speed, Joe Biden's potential VP 

picks and State Treasurer Dale Folwell talks about the 

state's budget. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with 

the Carolina Journal, Communications Consultant Donna 

King and North Carolina State Treasurer Dale Folwell.



MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/8/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Nationwide protests against police violence toward black 

Americans have raised concerns about the potential spread 

of coronavirus. If people are not social distancing and are 

gathering in the thousands, are they exposing themselves 

to greater risk for COVID-19? And how should that risk be 

weighed? Lisa Desjardins talks to Dr. Georges Benjamin of 

the American Public Health Association.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/8/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, millions of 

Americans are relying on mail carriers and delivery workers 

for essential supplies. The workload for many of these 

employees has increased significantly with so many 

consumers ordering from home. Stress and fatigue are at 

high levels, as workers worry about virus exposure -- and 

take extra precautions not to bring it home. Amna Nawaz 

reports.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/8/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

While “defund the police” has become a rallying cry for 

Black Lives Matter activists and some of the thousands of 

protesters across the country, Democrats on Capitol Hill are 

considering a different set of reforms. Sen. Cory Booker, D-

N.J., is one of the sponsors of a new bill, and he joins 

Amna Nawaz to discuss the “common sense” police 

reforms he advocates and how to heal American society.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/8/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

As we have seen in Minneapolis, whose city council says it 

will defund the police, the move to reform law enforcement 

is gaining steam. Some activists want to abolish police 

departments entirely, while others aim to reallocate some of 

their funding to other services. Judy Woodruff talks to 

Charlene Carruthers of the Movement for Black Lives and 

Chuck Wexler of the Police Executive Research Forum.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/9/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The question of how to conduct elections safely during a 

pandemic remains timely as voters go to the polls in five 

states on Tuesday. With COVID-19 still present across the 

country, officials are trying to prepare for this fall’s election, 

such as by expanding the use of mail-in ballots. But as 

William Brangham reports, Republicans are making 

unproven allegations about voting by mail.



MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/9/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

George Floyd's death and the ensuing protests have 

reignited the American conversation on race. That includes 

inequities and discrimination in news reporting, where 

several recent incidents have highlighted the different 

experiences of black and white journalists. Judy Woodruff 

talks to Dorothy Tucker of the National Association of Black 

Journalists and Norman Pearlstine of the Los Angeles 

Times.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/9/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

George Floyd's death and ensuing mass protests over 

police treatment of black Americans have sparked new calls 

to improve race relations within the U.S. military, as well. 

On Tuesday, the U.S. Air Force made history by confirming 

the first African American chief of a military service. Nick 

Schifrin reports and talks to retired Major General Dana 

Pittard and retired Brigadier General Remo Butler.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/10/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Although Americans are trying to move closer to their pre-

pandemic routines, there are signs the coronavirus 

continues to spread in places that have eased restrictions. 

One of those is Alabama, among the last states to issue a 

stay-at-home order and the earliest to lift it. John Yang 

looks at the risks associated with reopening in this report.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/10/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As Americans attempt to return to pre-pandemic habits and 

activities, COVID-19 continues to spread. More than 20 

states have seen a jump in coronavirus cases in the past 

couple of weeks, and hospitalizations have increased 

significantly in at least eight. Dr. Ashish Jha, director of the 

Harvard Global Health Institute, joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss how states can balance the risks of reopening.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/10/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Nearly one in four Americans lives with a disability. For 

some, that means a compromised immune system and 

greater risk for the coronavirus. Advocates are sounding 

the alarm that Congress needs to do more to help this 

population of society’s most vulnerable. Judy Woodruff talks 

to Tom Ridge of the National Organization on Disability and 

Danny Woodburn, an actor and disability rights advocate.



MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/10/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The national outcry to end racial injustice in the U.S. has 

expanded from protests in the streets to appeals on Capitol 

Hill. Philonise Floyd, George Floyd's younger brother, 

headlined a Wednesday hearing before the House 

Judiciary Committee, which is working on a bill to address 

police violence and racism. Lisa Desjardins reports and 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the latest from Congress.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/10/2020 7:30PM 26min

Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 

13 

Discussion

DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide viewers 

a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts.  

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/11/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The number of weekly jobless claims is the lowest since the 

economic shutdown began in March, but it remains far 

above what the U.S. has experienced during other financial 

crises. Jerome Powell, chairman of the Federal Reserve, 

said earlier this week that he expects unemployment to 

remain elevated for years to come. David Wessel of the 

Brookings Institution joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/11/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Stay-at-home orders posed a special challenge to 

Americans who struggle with addiction and rely on the 

support of in-person recovery meetings. Many others found 

their alcohol consumption patterns changed significantly 

during the pandemic. William Brangham reports on the 

impact COVID-19 has had on Americans’ substance use -- 

including consequences that could long outlast the virus.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/11/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The top U.S. military officer, Gen. Mark Milley, apologized 

for joining President Trump in a June 1 photo op amid 

protests over racial violence. Authorities had forcibly 

cleared protesters near the White House. In a recorded 

commencement address to the National Defense 

University, Milley called the decision “a mistake that I’ve 

learned from.” Nick Schifrin talks to retired Lt. Gen. Ben 

Hodges.



ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/11/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Shutting down the U.S. economy in an effort to control the 

coronavirus outbreak came at enormous cost to American 

businesses. But the damage borne by African American 

entrepreneurs has been especially significant. Paul Solman 

reports on how black business owners face additional 

challenges -- from racism among customers to a lack of 

financial support -- even when economic circumstances are 

strong.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/12/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

More than 150 years after the Civil War, monuments, 

schools and roads across the country still bear the names 

of Confederate leaders. But amidst recent protests 

demanding racial equality, there is a renewed push to take 

down the monuments and rename other landmarks. Lisa 

Desjardins reports on how the death of George Floyd has 

prompted louder calls to remove public symbols of the 

Confederacy.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/12/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

NASCAR’s decision to ban the Confederate flag represents 

a major shift for a sport at whose races they have been 

ubiquitous. Successfully pushing for the ban this week was 

Bubba Wallace, a driver in NASCAR’s top series. He joins 

Amna Nawaz to discuss how his sport is showing 

leadership, why he sees the demographics of NASCAR 

fans changing and his own experience with the 

Confederate flag.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/12/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

Gen-Z is entering adulthood as the U.S. grapples with 

systemic inequities in institutions from policing to education 

to health care. Student Reporting Labs, our journalism 

program for high school students, asked teenagers across 

the country how they're approaching the moment, and 

Stephanie Sy talks to activists Thandiwe Abdullah, founder 

of Black Lives Matter LA Youth Vanguard, and Jalen 

Thompson.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/12/2020 7:30PM 26min NC Spin Discussion

It’s week one of phase 2, and week 2 of the short session. 

We bring you up to date on both. Plus our summer reading 

lists, and the ongoing battle over Native American gaming 

in our state.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/12/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...the 

controversy over mail in ballots and America getting back to 

work. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with Carolina 

Journal, Former Democratic House Representative Ed 

Hanes, Democratic State Senator Mike Woodard and 

Communications Consultant Donna King.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/14/2020 6:00PM 26min
Black Issues Forum 

Special
Discussion

With 22 million Americans unemployed in the Spring, ideas 

about budgeting, saving, investing, and eliminating debt 

may seem overwhelming. The Money Coach Lynn Khalfani-

Cox and Edward Fulbright a CPA and host of the personal 

& business finance radio program "Mastering Your Money" 

share tips on financial planning to survive COVID-19.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/15/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

Since the killing of George Floyd at the hands of 

Minneapolis police officers, calls have grown for that city to 

overhaul its police department. Now, the effort to “dismantle 

the police department as we know it” has gained the 

support of a majority of city council members. What does 

that mean in terms of actual policy? Special correspondent 

Fred de Sam Lazaro reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/15/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

As the world anxiously awaits development of a vaccine for 

COVID-19, new and controversial research measures are 

being considered for the first time. These include the 

possibility of deliberately exposing volunteers to the 

disease to see if they are infected. Amna Nawaz reports on 

a growing group of people eager to be subjects in tests that 

might help to heal the world -- but harm themselves.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/16/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The world’s most populous nations, both nuclear powers, 

are locked in a deadly face-off over a contested border high 

in the Himalayas. Tensions in a decades-old dispute 

between China and India have boiled over recently, with 20 

Indian soldiers dying under murky circumstances in the 

treacherous Galwan Valley. Stephanie Sy reports and talks 

to Alyssa Ayres of the Council on Foreign Relations.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/16/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

No part of the globe has been spared the effects of the 

novel coronavirus, with people in nearly every country 

becoming infected. Although the severity of cases varies 

widely, even those who know viruses the best can fall victim 

to its devastating effects. William Brangham talks to Dr. 

Peter Piot, who for decades led the global fight against 

HIV/AIDS, about his own experience with the illness.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/16/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Before the killings of Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta and 

George Floyd in Minneapolis, another major city was 

angered by the death of a black American at the hands of 

police. Breonna Taylor was fatally shot in her own 

apartment in March by officers serving a drug warrant. They 

are currently on administrative leave. John Yang talks to 

Andrea Ritchie of the Barnard Center for Research on 

Women.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/16/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

Rayshard Brooks’ shooting death at the hands of Atlanta 

police has added new fuel to the national conversation and 

protests over use of force. The encounter began calmly but 

escalated when officers tried to arrest Brooks for driving 

under the influence. Judy Woodruff talks to Georgetown 

University Law Center’s Paul Butler and retired police 

officer David Thomas of Florida Gulf Coast University.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/17/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

In the three-plus weeks since George Floyd’s death, the 

protests that began in Minneapolis over policing, race and 

the use of force have grown into a national reckoning on 

these issues. Some areas of the country with few black 

residents are experiencing Black Lives Matter 

demonstrations for the first time. Stephanie Sy reports on 

how the coalition has widened among different races and 

ethnicities.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/17/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The U.S. is facing multiple competing and simultaneous 

challenges at home and abroad. How has the country dealt 

with similar periods in the past? Former defense secretary 

and CIA director Robert Gates has a deep familiarity with 

the topic. He joins Judy Woodruff to discuss that and his 

new book, “Exercise of Power: American Failures, 

Successes, and a new Path Forward in the Post-Cold War 

World.”



CRIME/LEGAL 6/17/2020 6:00PM 12min PBS NewsHour News

Senate Republicans introduced their police reform bill 

Wednesday. Called the Justice Act, it includes grants for 

body cameras and incentives for police departments to ban 

chokeholds. It also increases disclosure requirements for 

no-knock warrants and the use of force. Yamiche Alcindor 

reports, and Sen. Tim Scott, who is leading the bill, joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss why it’s “an important step.”

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/17/2020 7:00PM 26min

Black Issues Forum 

Special: Summer 

2020 BLM Protest 

and the Road to 

Progress

Discussion

Entering the summer of 2020, the nation has been rocked 

by protesters taking to the streets to stand against 

enduring, systemic racial inequity and injustice. Host 

Deborah Holt Noel engages local businesswoman Valerie 

K. Fields, Social Justice Activist Kerwin Pittman, and NCSU 

Professor of Psychology Dr. Rupert Nacoste in exploring 

the question of how do we move from protest to progress.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/17/2020 7:30PM 26min

Focus on 

Coronavirus: PART 

14 

Discussion

DHHS Secretary Dr Mandy Cohen offers statewide viewers 

a weekly update on NC’s battle to contain the spread of 

coronavirus.  Tom Campbell hosts.  

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/18/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The Supreme Court handed President Trump a major legal 

defeat Thursday, overturning his decision to end 

protections for immigrants who arrived in the United States 

illegally as children. Chief Justice John Roberts sided with 

his four consistently liberal colleagues and wrote the 

majority opinion, arguing the administration was “arbitrary 

and capricious” in ending DACA in 2017. John Yang 

reports.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/18/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

The staggering number of Americans seeking 

unemployment benefits underscores just how many are 

struggling financially due to the pandemic. While the 

economic damage from shuttering businesses and staying 

home is undeniable, public health experts worry that the 

pressure to reopen will end up driving the spread of COVID-

19. Paul Solman reports on weighing the economic and 

safety risks.



LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/18/2020 6:00PM 11min PBS NewsHour News

Fallout continues from the forthcoming book by John 

Bolton, a former national security adviser to President 

Trump. Bolton portrays Trump as corrupt, self-interested 

and in thrall to authoritarian figures like Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping. Yamiche 

Alcindor reports and Nick Schifrin gets reaction from two 

former ambassadors, Gérard Araud and John Negroponte.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/19/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

The past several weeks have been tumultuous ones for 

American race relations. Between a pandemic 

disproportionately affecting Black people and new incidents 

of police violence, Juneteenth has taken on increased 

public prominence. Yamiche Alcindor talks to Mark Anthony 

Neal, professor of African and African American Studies at 

Duke University, about this unique moment -- and hope for 

change.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/19/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

As several states experience surges in COVID-19 cases 

and hospitalizations, the debate over wearing face masks is 

creating a sharp divide. Nearly everyone in the public 

health community says masks worn in crowded places can 

help slow coronavirus spread -- but for some Americans, 

they are perceived as an affront. William Brangham reports 

and talks to Dr. Ranit Mishori of Georgetown University.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/19/2020 7:30PM 26min NC Spin Discussion

North Carolina is under siege from many fronts and this 

week’s NC Spindiscusses them. We begin by asking if we 

have truly lost the Republican convention. We talk about 

protests, riots and looting in our communities and examine 

week two of Phase Two reopening from COVID-19 and talk 

about how we are responding.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/19/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...civil unrest 

spreads across America, a report on medicaid costs and 

the RNC pulls their convention out of Charlotte. On the 

panel this week is Mitch Kokai of the Carolina Journal, 

Former Democratic House Representative Ed Hanes, 

Jonah Kaplan the Senior Political Reporter for ABC News 

11 and Communications Consultant Donna King.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/22/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Although the coronavirus pandemic presents 

unprecedented challenges for people living through it, 

humans have endured similar health ordeals in the past. 

Jeffrey Brown speaks to two historians, Frank Snowden of 

Yale University and Nancy Bristow of the University of 

Puget Sound, about how previous pandemics have shaped 

societies. It’s part of our ongoing arts and culture series, 

Canvas.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/22/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Georgia experienced major problems with its voting 

processes during a primary election earlier in June. People 

waited in line up to eight hours to cast ballots, and poll 

workers struggled with new machines on which they hadn’t 

been trained due to the pandemic. What do Georgia’s 

election issues mean for other state primaries -- and for 

American democracy more broadly? Miles O’Brien reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/22/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

As states continue to lift pandemic restrictions and allow 

economic activity to resume, many are seeing new surges 

in coronavirus cases. Arkansas has documented more than 

3,500 new positive tests since it began the second phase of 

its reopening. Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss where the increase in cases is coming 

from and his thoughts on moving Confederate monuments.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/22/2020 6:00PM 10min PBS NewsHour News

The World Health Organization says Sunday marked the 

largest global daily surge in new coronavirus cases since 

the pandemic began: 183,000. In the U.S., daily fatalities 

from the disease have dropped since the initial peak this 

spring, but more than 600 people are still dying each day. 

Amna Nawaz reports and talks to Stephen Morrison of the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/23/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

As the country faces a moment of reckoning about its 

treatment of Black Americans and other people of color, the 

display of memorials, monuments and statues is being 

reexamined. Some of these symbols are being torn down 

by protesters, and others removed by authorities or 

relocated. But what is the historical context behind their 

origin? Jeffrey Brown reports for our Race Matters 

coverage.



EDUCATION 6/23/2020 6:00PM 8min PBS NewsHour News

Distance learning proved a difficult experiment for many 

students, teachers and parents this year. Its urgent 

adoption underscored gaps in access and income. Now, 

school districts are scrambling to figure out how to adjust 

plans for the fall. We hear from viewers about their own 

school experiences, and William Brangham talks to Mark 

Bedell, superintendent of Missouri's Kansas City Public 

Schools.

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/23/2020 6:00PM 12min PBS NewsHour News

The debate over physical symbols of the Confederacy has 

evolved into a broader one about U.S. history. Judy 

Woodruff talks to Peniel Joseph, professor at the University 

of Texas at Austin, W. Fitzhugh Brundage, professor at the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Arielle 

Hudson, one of six students who petitioned the University 

of Mississippi to relocate a campus Confederate statue.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/24/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Many U.S. meatpacking plants shut down this spring due to 

coronavirus outbreaks. Nationwide, more than 27,000 

workers have become infected, and nearly 100 have died. 

But in late April, President Trump ordered the facilities to 

stay open, deeming them critical to preserving the nation’s 

meat supply. Special correspondent Fred de Sam Lazaro 

reports on the experiences of some of these workers.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/24/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The House Judiciary Committee held a hearing Wednesday 

on whether the federal agency tasked with enforcing the 

law is in fact breaking it. Two current Justice Department 

attorneys charged that department leaders -- including 

Attorney General William Barr -- ordered certain 

investigations and undermined others due to political 

motivations. Lisa Desjardins reports and talks to NPR’s 

Carrie Johnson.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/24/2020 6:00PM 9min PBS NewsHour News

The GOP version of a police reform bill stalled in the 

Senate Wednesday, after Democrats said it didn’t go far 

enough. Oklahoma Sen. James Lankford, one of the 

Republicans who worked on the bill, joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss his “great frustration” that the legislation won't move 

forward, its specific provisions regarding chokeholds and 

qualified immunity and the rise of COVID-19 in his state.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/25/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The surge of new coronavirus infections is spreading wider 

and faster across the country, with 29 states reporting 

notable increases in cases. The head of the CDC also said 

it’s believed that at least 23 million Americans have been 

infected, which is 10 times higher than the number of 

confirmed cases. Amna Nawaz talks to Dr. Ashish Jha 

about how state officials can get control of their outbreaks.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/25/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

During the pandemic, Americans have replaced dining out 

with take-out and delivery meals. As a result, more 

customers and restaurants are relying on apps like 

Grubhub and Uber Eats to transport food. But restaurants 

say the apps consume their profits, customers find delivery 

fees too high and drivers can't earn a living wage. So what 

is the business model's viability? Paul Solman reports.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/25/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

House Democrats are set to pass a comprehensive police 

reform bill. Led by the Congressional Black Caucus, the 

measure would create a ban on some police practices, 

such as chokeholds and the use of no-knock warrants in 

federal drug cases. It would also make it easier to punish 

officers for misconduct. Lisa Desjardins reports and talks to 

Rep. Karen Bass, D-Calif., who chairs the caucus.

COMMUNITY 6/25/2020 10:00PM 26min
New Bern Spirit of 

Freedom
Story Feature

Historians Earl Ijames and David Cecelski reveal the 

leadership and courage that New Bern NC's African 

American community played in the creation of the 

Emancipation Proclamation.

CRIME/LEGAL 6/26/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

Protests against racial injustice and police violence have 

dominated the American national conversation in recent 

weeks, but there are also major concerns about racial 

disparities in the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. For 

the White House view on these topics, Yamiche Alcindor 

turns to Ja’Ron Smith, deputy assistant to President Trump 

and deputy director of the Office of American Innovation.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/26/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The epicenter of the coronavirus in the U.S. appears to be 

shifting south and west, with some states that were among 

the first to reopen, like Arizona, experiencing a surge of 

cases. As officials renew efforts to slow the virus’ spread, 

however, they are encountering some resistance. 

Stephanie Sy reports.



MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 6/26/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

As the Black Lives Matter movement strengthens 

nationwide, calls are increasing for equity in all sectors of 

American life -- including on Broadway. An all-star cast of 

Black theater artists has launched a new effort, Black 

Theatre United, that aims to elevate Black voices within the 

arts and beyond. Jeffrey Brown reports for our ongoing 

coverage of Race Matters and arts and culture, Canvas.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/26/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The fate of the Affordable Care Act, often referred to as 

Obamacare, is on the line again. The Trump administration 

has filed a brief with the Supreme Court arguing the law, 

through which 23 million Americans get health insurance, is 

unconstitutional. Judy Woodruff talks to Andy Slavitt, former 

acting administrator of the Center for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services, about the law's sweeping reach.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/26/2020 7:30PM 26min NC Spin Discussion

Our panel talks about moves being taken in response to 

racial violence and ask if things might actually change. The 

we ask whether the new guidelines for opening our schools 

will ensure our children’s safety.

ECONOMY/BUSINESS 6/26/2020 8:30PM 26min
Front Row with Marc 

Rotterman
Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...a 

conversation with Robert Costa the Moderator of 

Washington Week and the panelists discuss NC DOT & 

Ace Speedway. On the panel this week is Communications 

Consultant Donna King, Nelson Dollar the Senior Adviser to 

the NC Speaker of the House and Democratic State 

Senator Mike Woodard.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/29/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

Reports that Russia offered bounties to Taliban fighters to 

kill American troops in Afghanistan have caused uproar on 

Capitol Hill. The highest-ranking Republican on the House 

Armed Services Committee, Rep. Mac Thornberry of 

Texas, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss what lawmakers 

heard at Monday’s intelligence briefing and how the U.S. 

should respond if the reports are true.



SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/29/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The United States is struggling to hold back the 

coronavirus. More than 30 states are reporting a rise in 

infections, and several are now reconsidering their plans to 

loosen restrictions and reopen economic activities. William 

Brangham talks to Dr. Tom Frieden, who previously led the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and now heads 

a global health initiative called Resolve to Save Lives.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/30/2020 6:00PM 5min PBS NewsHour News

In the U.S., some states that reopened their economies 

early are now reversing course as the virus surges back, 

sickening thousands and filling hospitals to capacity. 

Arizona's governor has ordered gyms, bars and other 

businesses to close again after reopening them in the 

middle of May. William Brangham talks to Will Humble, 

executive director of the Arizona Public Health Association.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 6/30/2020 6:00PM 6min PBS NewsHour News

The NewsHour has reported that Russian military 

intelligence provided financial incentives to the Taliban to 

kill U.S. troops in Afghanistan -- and that this intelligence 

was always briefed up to senior U.S. government officials. 

But the White House say President Trump was unaware of 

the possible Russian bounty payments. Nick Schifrin talks 

to Douglas London, who had a 34-year career in the CIA.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/30/2020 6:00PM 7min PBS NewsHour News

The ventilator has been a vital piece of medical machinery 

in treating some of the most severe COVID-19 patients. But 

the devices were hard to come by and expensive at the 

beginning of the pandemic, prompting a group of residents 

at Massachusetts General Hospital to start the CoVent-19 

Challenge to design a cheaper, easy-to-assemble model. 

John Yang reports on the innovative ideas it inspired.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 6/30/2020 6:00PM 13min PBS NewsHour News

As the coronavirus pandemic continues, many Americans 

are calling on Congress to provide a new economic relief 

package. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi joins Judy Woodruff 

to discuss how to stimulate the U.S. economy and contain 

the virus outbreak, her take on reports Russia paid the 

Taliban bounties to kill U.S. troops and where 

congressional negotiations stand on passing police reform 

legislation.


