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BACKGROUND

This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The University of North Carolina Center for Public Media for the period 

of January, February and March 2020.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues within its community each quarter in a manner it deems 

most effective.

The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs 

broadcast which represent the most significant treatment of the enumerated community issues.

Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.



COMMUNITY transportation and health impacts, incarceration and employment, child abuse

ECONOMY COVID-19, economic relief bill, stock market

ENVIRONMENT animal habitat protection, seminal law, renewable energy, animal tracking, ecosystems

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT presidential impeachment, elections, COVID-19, the economy

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE COVID-19, opiod overdoes, science and farming working together, life on international space station

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR PUBLIC MEDIA

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2020

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/1/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Now that 2020 has arrived, scores of new laws are going into effect across 

the country. From legalization of marijuana and criminal justice reform to 

raising minimum wage and the cost of electric cars, state legislatures are 

having a major impact on the nation’s laws. The Hill’s Reid Wilson joins Lisa 

Desjardins to discuss specific changes as well as three broader trends to 

watch going forward.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/2/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Before leaving town for the holidays, lawmakers came together to pass a 

huge federal spending bill that illuminates the government’s policy priorities 

for 2020. The deal allocates a total of $1.4 trillion to the military, education, a 

barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border and much more. Lisa Desjardins joins 

Nick Schifrin to discuss where American tax dollars will be going this year.

COMMUNITY 1/2/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

At its core, most states define “adverse childhood experience” as neglect or 

abuse that results in harm, potential for harm, or threat of harm to a child. 

Anita Brown-Graham looks at programs designed to prevent and combat 

this issue.  

ENVIRONMENT 1/2/2020 830p 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

Animals can't survive without places to breed and feed. The endangered 

Carolina gopher frog. Monarch butterflies. Sharks. Meet the conservationists 

trying to give these species a boost using habitat conservation. And learn 

how bobcats and fox are responding to coyotes—a newly-arrived species in 

the mountains of North Carolina.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/3/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

We start this year, as NC SPIN has done for 21 years, trying to determine 

what the coming year might bring. This week’s edition features one of our 

state’s best economists and one of our best political scientists joining our 

regular panelists to offer their predictions for the year. This week's panelists 

are Michael Walden, John Hood, Chris Cooper and Chris Fitzsimon.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/3/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row, host Marc Rotterman has a conversation with 

United States Senator Richard Burr the Chairman of the Senate Intelligence 

Committee. They discuss the economy, trade war with China, President's 

appointments on the federal bench and nation security threats to our nation. 

ENVIRONMENT 1/4/2020 1020am 6 minutes Sci NC - SHORT Story Feature

The UNC Institute of Marine Sciences manages the nation’s longest running 

coastal shark survey- going on 45 years. New research into shark tissues 

will provide new insights into the shark’s life history, movement, diet, and 

where it fits in the food web.

JANUARY



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 1/8/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Individualized medicine, in which treatments are customized based on a 

patient’s unique DNA, is a rising field. Along with an ever-expanding genetic 

database, it offers tantalizing promise for solving some of medicine's most 

daunting challenges. But individualized medicine also carries with it 

questions and risks -- both moral and medical. Science correspondent Miles 

O’Brien reports.

ENVIRONMENT 1/9/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The Trump administration wants to roll back part of a seminal law requiring 

environmental impact statements for infrastructure projects such as roads, 

mines and pipelines. Industry has long pushed for these changes to reduce 

what it says are endless delays, but environmental groups argue the 

proposal would be disastrous for environmental protection. William 

Brangham talks to Amy Harder of Axios.

COMMUNITY 1/9/2020 8pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

There is an increasing shortage of volunteer firefighters across our state and 

across the country. Anita Brown-Graham looks at what rural communities 

are doing to recruit and support volunteer fire departments and the men and 

women who serve them. 

ENVIRONMENT 1/9/2020 830pm 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

Horses give counseling students from Appalachian State University another 

tool in their toolbox. Research on lemur hibernation at the Duke Lemur 

Center reveals implications for human health. Telemedicine is reaching the 

most rural parts of the state, where access to care is limited.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/10/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

On this week's NC SPIN the panelists speculate what the legislature will 

consider when they come back into session next week. We will also talk 

about where things stand on Voter ID and the blowup resulting from striking 

language from a report saying charter schools don’t reflect the racial 

makeup of their districts. This week's panelists are Leo Daughtry, Chris 

Fitzsimon, John Hood and Howard Lee.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/10/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row, host Marc Rotterman has a conversation with U.S. 

Congresswoman Virginia Foxx. They discuss the economy, USMCA, trade 

war with China and the needs of our veterans.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/13/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is expected to transmit the two articles of 

impeachment against President Trump to the Senate within days. She had 

held out for weeks as Democrats pressed Senate Republicans to call 

witnesses -- but leaders of both parties said Monday they are sticking to 

their positions. Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to 

discuss what to expect next.

COMMUNITY 1/13/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Millions of Americans are forced from their homes every year. Evictions are 

usually considered in economic terms -- an outcome of housing supply and 

income levels -- but what about their physical and emotional impact? 

Research increasingly shows housing insecurity takes an enormous toll on 

people’s health. William Brangham reports from Richmond, which has the 

nation’s second-highest eviction rate.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/14/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

It appears that the House of Representatives will finally vote to transmit 

articles of impeachment against President Trump to the Senate Wednesday, 

setting up formal trial proceedings to begin Thursday. Although no decision 

has been announced on whether witnesses will be called, the trial is 

expected to last at least into early February. Lisa Desjardins reports and 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/15/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The House of Representatives has voted to send articles of impeachment 

against President Trump to the Senate. The newly selected House 

impeachment managers walked the documents across the Capitol 

Wednesday evening. Lisa Desjardins reports on a historic moment in 

American politics and joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the anticipated trial 

schedule, newly released evidence and other Senate business.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/16/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Chief Justice John Roberts will preside over the Senate impeachment trial of 

President Trump -- only the third person ever to serve in that role. What 

exactly are his responsibilities, and how is Roberts’ own character likely to 

shape his contributions? The National Law Journal’s Marcia Coyle and 

CNN’s Joan Biskupic, both authors of books about the chief justice, join 

John Yang to discuss.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/16/2020 6pm 13 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

President Trump’s impeachment trial, only the third such proceeding in U.S. 

history, opened in the Senate Thursday. Chief Justice John Roberts and 99 

senators were sworn in to their official trial roles. Meanwhile, new evidence 

related to Trump’s Ukraine policy was publicly released. Lisa Desjardins and 

Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss the trial and Lev Parnas.

COMMUNITY 1/16/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Studies show that more than 60% of the formerly incarcerated stay 

unemployed one year after being released, and those who do get a job, 

earn 40% less than they did prior to jail. Anita Brown-Graham takes a look at 

a program designed to support re-entry into the workforce and to help them 

re-join their community.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 1/16/2020 830p 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

North Carolina's economy is diverse: technology, life sciences, textiles, 

banking, furniture. But it's agriculture that is the largest driver of the 

economy. So let's take a look at how science and farming are growing 

together. 

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/17/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

This week’s NC SPIN is loaded with discussion on important issues. We 

start by asking why the legislature only met for one day. Next we talk about 

the Superintendent’s ongoing education battles and his emergency 

appropriation, then examine the settlement reached on coal ash ponds. This 

week's panelists are Donna Martinez, John Hood, Chris Fitzsimon and Brad 

Crone.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/17/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...the North Carolina General 

Assembly briefly returns to Raleigh, good news on combating cancer and 

we'll analyze the recent Democratic presidential debate. On the panel this 

week is Mitch Kokai with the Carolina Journal, Communications Consultant 

Donna King, Travis Fain from WRAL-TV and Loretta Boniti the host of "In 

Focus" on Spectrum News.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/20/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

On Monday, President Trump’s legal team released its first official defense 

in advance of his Senate impeachment trial, which begins Tuesday. The 

president’s attorneys say Trump didn’t condition military aid to Ukraine on 

investigations into the Bidens. Meanwhile, the House impeachment 

managers were preparing their counterarguments. Lisa Desjardins reports 

and joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/20/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Huge numbers of gun-rights supporters gathered in Richmond, Virginia, 

Monday to protest a wave of gun-control measures being proposed by the 

state’s new Democratic majority. Despite fears of violence, the 

demonstrations remained peaceful as thousands of demonstrators (some 

heavily armed) rallied to defend the Second Amendment. William Brangham 

reports and joins Nick Schifrin to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/21/2020 6pm 13 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

What did we learn from the first day of substantive proceedings in President 

Trump’s Senate impeachment trial? Brookings Institution’s Margaret Taylor, 

John Hart of Mars Hill Strategies, former Democratic Secretary of the 

Senate Martin Paone of Prime Policy Group and former Republican 

Secretary of the Senate Elizabeth Chryst of Congressional Global Strategies 

join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/21/2020 6pm 16 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The Senate impeachment trial of President Trump got underway on Capitol 

Hill Tuesday. The first day of proceedings involved hours of debate over the 

trial rules Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell had proposed; ultimately, 

some changes were accepted. Nick Schifrin reports, and Yamiche Alcindor, 

Lisa Desjardins and The Washington Post’s Robert Costa join Judy 

Woodruff to discuss the takeaways.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/22/2020 6pm 10 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

On Wednesday, House impeachment managers began making their case 

for the removal of President Trump. Georgetown University’s Victoria 

Nourse, John Hart of Mars Hill Strategies, former Democratic Secretary of 

the Senate Martin Paone of Prime Policy Group and former Republican 

Secretary of the Senate Elizabeth Chryst of Congressional Global Strategies 

join Judy Woodruff to discuss the arguments.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/22/2020 6pm 18 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Impeachment managers from the United States House of Representatives 

opened their presentation before the U.S. Senate today. They have three 

days to make their arguments for why President Trump should be removed 

from office.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/23/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

On their second day of arguments in President Trump’s Senate trial, House 

managers focused on their first article of impeachment, abuse of power. 

They accused Trump of “extorting” Ukraine’s government by withholding 

$400 million in critical military aid and a White House meeting until Ukraine 

delivered an investigation into former Vice President Joe Biden and his son 

Hunter. Nick Schifrin reports.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/23/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

House impeachment managers are now in their second day of prosecuting 

the case to remove President Trump from office. On Thursday, they laid out 

why they believe Trump abused his presidential power. Yamiche Alcindor 

and Lisa Desjardins join Judy Woodruff to discuss the Democrats’ 

presentation, how senators in the chamber appeared to be receiving it and 

what we’re hearing from Trump himself.

ECONOMY 1/23/2020 7pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs
Town Hall: Western Carolina - See how the area's ecotourism economy can 

diversify growth elsewhere.

ENVIRONMENT 1/23/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Renewable energy is increasingly championed as a new economy that 

brings jobs and energy security to a community while combating climate 

change. Anita Brown-Graham looks at how investment in a renewable 

economy can impact our state’s rural areas.  

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/24/2020 6pm 13 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The House impeachment managers tasked with prosecuting the case for 

removal of President Trump are completing their opening arguments Friday. 

Meanwhile, an audio recording was released in which Trump allegedly 

urges the removal of former Amb. Marie Yovanovitch. Nick Schifrin reports 

and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss the 

latest news and the Friday session.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/24/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

This week’s NC SPIN is a half hour well spent. Education takes center stage 

as we talk about a judge’s ruling that the state has 60 days to develop a 

plan to improve education and teachers threaten to strike. We wonder what 

Martin Luther King would say about civil rights and the Lieutenant 

Governor’s remarks at a MLK gathering. Please join us on this week's NC 

Spin.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/24/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row, Gun rights activists rally in Virginia, Apple vs the 

FBI, Mike Bloomberg ramps up his campaign and of course the most under 

reported stories of the week.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 1/27/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

China's coronavirus outbreak continues, as concerns mount that the virus 

may be spreading faster than previously assessed. The Chinese city of 

Wuhan remains the epicenter of the outbreak, and its 11 million residents 

are currently living in a state of partial lockdown. William Brangham reports 

and talks to The New York Times’ Christopher Buckley, a China-based 

correspondent reporting from Wuhan.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/27/2020 6pm 13 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

President Trump’s legal team has begun its defense in his Senate 

impeachment trial. The central argument: Trump did nothing wrong, and the 

summary of his call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky shows no 

evidence of conditioning military aid on investigations. But John Bolton 

reportedly says that did occur. Amna Nawaz reports and Lisa Desjardins 

and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/28/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

President Trump’s legal team wrapped up its case for his acquittal Tuesday, 

arguing that convicting Trump would set a dangerous precedent for future 

impeachments driven by policy disagreement. But some senators from each 

party have signaled interest in hearing from potential witnesses, such as 

John Bolton. Amna Nawaz reports and Yamiche Alcindor and Lisa 

Desjardins join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 1/29/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

A chartered plane landed in Southern California with nearly 200 Americans 

evacuated from the viral outbreak in China. They were screened during a 

stop in Alaska and will be screened again. In China, officials reported nearly 

6,000 cases and 132 deaths so far. President Trump has signed the new 

North American trade agreement involving the U.S., Canada and Mexico. 

The White House ceremony excluded top Democrats. Mr. Trump used the 

moment to proclaim the so-called USMCA will bolster growth and keep jobs 

in the U.S.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/29/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Senators have now begun asking questions in President Trump’s 

impeachment trial. Georgetown Law School’s Victoria Nourse, who 

previously served as special counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

and Jamil Jaffer, former chief counsel to the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee and associate White House counsel, join Judy Woodruff to 

discuss questions of calling witnesses and Trump's motives.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/29/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

In President Trump’s impeachment trial, it’s time for senators, effectively 

acting as jurors, to determine the agenda. On Wednesday, they largely 

targeted their questions to the trial representatives from their own parties. 

Amna Nawaz reports, and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy 

Woodruff to discuss the subject matter on which senators focused and the 

latest on calling witnesses.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 1/30/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

This week has seen the rapid spread of novel coronavirus both within China 

and internationally to at least 14 other countries. On Thursday, the World 

Health Organization declared it a global public health emergency. As the 

U.S. records its first confirmed person-to-person transmission, William 

Brangham talks to Dr. Anthony Fauci of NIH's National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/30/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

In President Trump's impeachment trial, senators had their second and final 

opportunity to ask questions Thursday. The Brookings Institution’s Margaret 

Taylor, former chief counsel and deputy staff director for the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee, and John Hart of Mars Hill Strategies, who worked for 

Republican Rep. Tom Coburn when President Clinton was impeached, join 

Judy Woodruff to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/30/2020 6pm 10 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

U.S. senators are preparing for a critical vote on whether to allow new 

witnesses to testify as part of President Trump's impeachment trial. On 

Thursday, they had their second and final chance to ask questions of House 

impeachment managers and Trump's legal team. Amna Nawaz reports on 

their different interpretations of truth, and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche 

Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 1/30/2020 7pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs Town Hall: Shelby - Explore NC's creative placemaking economy.

COMMUNITY 1/30/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

The National Rural Health Association recently cited transportation as a key 

policy concern when it came to older residents in rural areas without access 

to a car or public transportation. Anita Brown-Graham looks at a new 

program that is filling this gap and having an impact on health outcomes. 

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 1/30/2020 830p 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

North Carolina astronaut Christina Koch holds a press conference...from 

space! Koch attended the NC School of Math and Science, and NC State. 

Students from both institutions participated in a Q&A with Koch about life on 

the International Space Station



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

JANUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/31/2020 6pm 12 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

A majority of the Senate voted Friday not to allow witnesses in President 

Trump's impeachment trial. As a result, the proceedings will likely end soon 

with his acquittal -- despite new reports about potentially relevant 

information former National Security Adviser John Bolton could share if 

subpoenaed. Nick Schifrin reports, and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche 

Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/31/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

Elections are a month away, so why aren’t we hearing about them. We’ll talk 

about it. We discuss the plea by UNC President Bill Roper that the university 

not be collateral damage in the political budget fight and we talk about 

comments made by three former governors of our state. This week's 

panelists are Peg O'Connell, John Hood, Chris Fitzsimon and Becki Gray.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 1/31/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...countdown to the Iowa 

Caucuses, new law to increase security for religious groups and a recent 

statewide poll on school choice. On the panel this week is Mitch Kokai with 

the Carolina Journal, Asher Hildebrand with the Sanford School of Public 

Policy, Travis Fain the State Government Reporter for WRAL-TV and 

Communications Consultant Donna King.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/3/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

With nearly 20,000 people in China infected by novel 

coronavirus, the country has essentially quarantined a 

population of 50 million. Countries including the United 

States have evacuated their citizens from China and 

restricted inbound travelers from there. Sec. of Health and 

Human Services Alex Azar joins William Brangham to 

discuss how U.S. health officials are handling the outbreak.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/3/2020 6pm 10 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

House impeachment managers and President Trump’s 

lawyers have had their say regarding the president’s 

impeachment. Now, the Senate will render its verdict. Amna 

Nawaz reports on the closing arguments presented Monday, 

and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy 

Woodruff to discuss what they’re hearing from lawmakers 

and the White House about the possibilities of acquittal and 

censure.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/4/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The spread of novel coronavirus in China has focused great 

attention on public health in that country and around the 

world. But the outbreak is also having a major economic 

impact, with quarantines imposed, flights suspended and 

factories shuttered. William Brangham reports and talks to 

The Washington Post’s David Lynch about the outbreak’s 

implications for the global supply chain and more.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/4/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

On Tuesday, senators took turns processing two weeks’ 

worth of arguments in the impeachment trial of President 

Trump, with each speaking in preparation for the Senate 

vote to acquit or convict on Wednesday. Sen. John Thune, 

R-S.D., who is the second-highest ranking Republican in the 

Senate, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss why he feels the trial 

was thorough and what its political impact might be.

FEBRUARY



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

FEBRUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/4/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

U.S. senators finally had an opportunity to speak their minds 

in the impeachment trial of President Trump on Tuesday. 

Each lawmaker was allocated 10 minutes for remarks, and 

their words echoed the partisan divisions that have 

characterized the entire trial. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss her impeachment views and 

what she’s expecting from her state’s upcoming primary.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/5/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., chairman of the House 

Intelligence Committee, was lead House manager in 

President Trump’s Senate impeachment trial. He joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss the Senate’s decision to acquit Trump 

of both impeachment charges, the “moral courage” he feels 

Sen. Mitt Romney displayed by breaking with his party and 

why the choice not to call witnesses sets a “dangerous 

precedent.”

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/5/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

President Trump was acquitted Thursday of both 

impeachment charges brought to the Senate by the House. 

The vote was along party lines, with the exception of Sen. 

Mitt Romney of Utah, who sided with Democrats and 

considered Trump guilty of abuse of power. Kellyanne 

Conway, counselor to the president, joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss her “delight” at the outcome and Trump’s State of 

the Union address.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/5/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

After a contentious and highly partisan Senate impeachment 

trial, President Trump has been acquitted on both 

impeachment charges brought against him by the House. 

John Hart of Mars Hill Strategies and Georgetown Law 

School’s Victoria Nourse join Judy Woodruff to discuss 

Trump’s reaction to the vote, political consequences for 

each party and the need for bipartisan support of 

impeachment.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

FEBRUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/5/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

On Tuesday night, President Trump became only the 

second president in U.S. history to deliver a State of the 

Union address after being impeached. Current partisan 

divisions were illustrated by the varying and emotional 

reactions of Democrats and Republicans present. Yamiche 

Alcindor reports, and she and Lisa Desjardins join Judy 

Woodruff to discuss the president’s words and the response 

to them.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/5/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The U.S. Senate has spoken, and President Trump will 

remain in office. On Wednesday, he was acquitted of both 

impeachment counts, almost entirely down party lines. Utah 

Republican Sen. Mitt Romney was the only senator to break 

ranks, prompting criticism from his party and praise from 

Senate Democrats. Amna Nawaz reports, and Yamiche 

Alcindor and Lisa Desjardins join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/6/2020 6pm 9 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

There’s no indication yet that China’s novel coronavirus 

outbreak is slowing. More than 50 million people live in cities 

essentially locked down to prevent the illness’ spread, but 

fatalities and infections continue to rise. There are also 

many questions about how the Chinese government has 

handled the outbreak. Cui Tiankai, China’s ambassador to 

the United States, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

COMMUNITY 2/6/2020 7pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Town Hall: Robeson County - From the UNC-Pembroke 

campus, learn what areas go through during disaster 

recover and how that affects housing and workforce 

development,

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/6/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Unintentional opioid overdoses have claimed the lives of 

well over 13,000 North Carolina residents since 1999. The 

rate of pregnant women misusing opioids has quadrupled. 

Host Anita Brown-Graham examines what the Cabarrus 

Health Alliance is doing to mitigate this Opioid epidemic 

which can devastating effects on an unborn child.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

FEBRUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/7/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

Early voting for the March primary elections begins February 13th. 

We haven’t heard much about North Carolina races. Not to worry. 

We give you a complete rundown of all statewide contested 

primary elections and a seasoned team of analysts will tell you 

who the candidates and the issues in each race. This week's 

panelists are Anna Beavon Gravely, John Hood, Chris Fitzsimon 

and Brad Crone.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/7/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...a potential safety 

issue for North Carolina, chaos at the Iowa Caucuses and the 

America debt reaches $23 trillion dollars. On the panel this week 

is Communications Consultant Donna King, Political Analyst Joe 

Stewart, Donald Bryson with the Civitas Institute and Loretta Boniti 

the host of 'In Focus' on Spectrum News.

ENVIRONMENT 2/8/2020 1020am 6 minutes Sci NC - SHORT Story Feature Animal Tracking

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/10/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

China is struggling to contain an outbreak of novel 

coronavirus that has now spread in small numbers to at 

least 25 other countries or territories. Both the official death 

toll and the number of confirmed cases have doubled in 

recent days, and there are doubts about the accuracy of 

data the Chinese government is reporting. William 

Brangham is joined by Georgetown University’s Lawrence 

Gostin.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/11/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

China continues to struggle with novel coronavirus and is 

only now starting to allow scientists and public health 

officials from outside to assist in its efforts. While the 

majority of infections and fatalities are centered in Hubei 

province, the illness is increasingly being felt across China. 

William Brangham talks to The Economist’s David Rennie 

for an inside look at how the country is coping.
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FEBRUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/12/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

There's a dire need to repair aging infrastructure in the U.S., 

and an innovative building material could be a game 

changer. Embedded with steel fibers, ultra-high performance 

concrete is about five to 10 times stronger than standard 

concrete -- and unaffordable for most government-funded 

projects. Special correspondent Cat Wise reports from Iowa 

on how researchers are working to bring costs down.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/13/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

As novel coronavirus continues to plague China, the 

country’s president, Xi Jinping, fired two high-level 

Communist Party officials in the region at the outbreak's 

center. The move comes as both death toll and number of 

cases are surging, partly as a result of changes in the way 

infections are defined. John Yang sits down with Jude 

Blanchette of the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/13/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

As health care officials around the world struggle to respond 

to novel coronavirus, another deadly -- and far more 

contagious -- disease is on the rise, fueled in large part by 

insufficient immunization. In some countries, military conflict 

diminishes access to vaccines. But in other parts of the 

world, misinformation and vaccine hesitancy allow the 

disease to flourish. Hari Sreenivasan reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/13/2020 730p 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

Metal foam inspired by bubblewrap, a new drug to combat an 

emerging global health crisis, raising horseshoe crabs and the 

bugs you might find in your home!

COMMUNITY 2/13/2020 8pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

North Carolina has one of the highest rates of residents who 

speak only limited English in the nation. Host Anita Brown-

Graham examines how the Latino Migration project in Lee County 

helps this local government better engage with these groups and 

encourage their civic participation and leadership. ncIMPACT is 

made possible by the support of Civic Federal Credit Union.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

FEBRUARY

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/14/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

We begin by asking what’s going to happen to Silent Sam now? 

We then look at how we can improve the governance of our public 

universities. Next we discuss what the state should do with a 

budget surplus of over one billion dollars and much more. This 

week's panelists are Bev Perdue, John Hood, Rob Scofield and 

Joe Mavretic. Please join the balanced debate for the Old North 

State.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/14/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...big money in North 

Carolina politics, Bernie Sanders wins New Hampshire and the 

President releases his budget proposal. On the panel this week is 

Communications Consultant Donna King, Jonah Kaplan the 

Senior Political Report for ABC News 11, Travis Fain the State 

Government Reporter for WRAL-TV and Mitch Kokai with the 

Carolina Journal.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/15/2020 1050pm 6 minutes Sci NC - SHORT Story Feature

There are hundreds of millions of microbes on and around a 

plant’s roots. Some can harm the plant and spread disease, others 

help the plant process food and protect it from diseases and harsh 

conditions. AgBiome’s researchers gather those microbes in soil 

samples from around the world for analysis. The company then 

uses those microbes to protect the plant.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/17/2020 6pm 10 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

With the novel coronavirus crisis gripping parts of Asia, 

thousands of passengers have been quarantined aboard 

cruise ships. Among them were several hundred Americans, 

who are now being evacuated back to the U.S., where they 

will undergo another quarantine in case they are infected 

with the virus. Amna Nawaz reports and talks to Vanderbilt 

University’s Dr. William Schaffner for insight.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/19/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

There are many unanswered questions about the deadly 

novel coronavirus outbreak, but the Chinese government 

has released new information about the mortality rate and 

other important concerns. William Brangham talks with Dr. 

Anthony Fauci of the National Institutes of Health about 

whether some patients are catching the virus without getting 

sick and the global effort to contain it.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

FEBRUARY
ENVIRONMENT 2/20/2020 730pm 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature Ecosystems

COMMUNITY 2/20/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Many North Carolina veterans struggle to find work when 

transitioning back to civilian life. Anita Brown-Graham looks at 

Craven County where the Tools for Advanced Manufacturing 

Program is helping them make the switch.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/21/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

This week’s NC SPIN focuses on judges and recent court rulings 

beginning with UNC essentially punting and asking a judge to tell 

them what to do with Silent Sam. Another court ruling kills 

Medicaid expansion according to Republicans and a third ruling 

stymies Voter ID for this year. This week's panelists are Erica 

Palmer-Smith, John Hood, Rob Schofield and Rick Henderson.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/21/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...Virginia rejects a 

ban on assault weapons, Bloomberg joins the Democratic Debate 

stage and another setback for Voter ID in NC. On the panel this 

week is Communications Consultant Donna King, Jonah Kaplan 

the Senior Political Reporter for ABC News 11, Nelson Dollar the 

Senior Adviser to the NC Speaker of the House and Mitch Kokai 

with the Carolina Journal.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/22/2020 1050am 6 minutes Sci NC - SHORT Story Feature

Every summer, counselors-in-training from Appalachian State 

University come to Morganton, NC to learn how they could use 

horses with their future clients.

ECONOMY 2/24/2020 6pm 5 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The virus that quarantined entire cities in China has spread 

far beyond, raising the specter of a global pandemic. As 

cases of novel coronavirus rise in other countries, panic is 

rippling through financial markets. Grant Thornton economist 

Diane Swonk joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the virus' 

economic impact, including effects on travel and tourism, 

global supply chain and consumer demand.
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FEBRUARY

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/24/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Will novel coronavirus, now known as COVID-19, morph into 

a global pandemic? Health officials worldwide are concerned 

about incidents of human-to-human transmission of the 

illness, although it continues to have a relatively low death 

rate. Amna Nawaz reports and Georgetown University’s Dr. 

Lawrence Gostin, who has advised the World Health 

Organization on pandemic preparedness, joins Judy 

Woodruff.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/25/2020 6pm 7 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

U.S. health officials are expressing a new level of urgency 

over the possibility that novel coronavirus could spread 

extensively within the country. The virus appears to have 

peaked in China, but other global hotspots are emerging. 

Lisa Desjardins reports and joins Judy Woodruff to discuss 

President Trump’s proposed budget for fighting the outbreak 

and how members of Congress responded to it.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/26/2020 6pm 6 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

The spread of novel coronavirus in China has stabilized, but 

a battle between the country’s people and its government 

over information continues. In fact, several Chinese activists 

who raised alarm over the outbreak and the official response 

to it are now missing. Critics say the Communist Party is 

seeking to contain not just the virus, but also the details 

surrounding it. Nick Schifrin reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/26/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Migraine disease affects 47 million Americans -- 75 percent 

of whom are women. Although headache is one symptom, 

attacks can include visual disturbances, nausea, extreme 

light and sound sensitivity, brain fog and debilitating pain. 

Stigma and gender stereotypes may complicate the medical 

response, treatments aren't one-size-fits-all and federal 

funding is minimal. Stephanie Sy reports.
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FEBRUARY

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/27/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

After infecting tens of thousands in China, the novel 

coronavirus has reached dozens of other countries -- at least 

48 in total. Public health officials say it’s almost inevitable 

the illness will spread more extensively within the U.S. So 

what do we know about COVID-19, and how can we prepare 

for a broader outbreak? Amna Nawaz reports and talks to 

Dr. Peter Hotez of Baylor College of Medicine.

ENVIRONMENT 2/27/2020 730pm 20 minutes Sci NC Public Affairs Cackalack-ology

COMMUNITY 2/27/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs

Serving time in jail in many ways is not the end of punishment. 

The criminal conviction remains on your record after time served 

can present new challenges in the job search, getting an 

apartment, and even applying to school. Host Anita Brown-

Graham looks at a program that offers legal relief to those stuck in 

limbo.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/28/2020 6pm 8 minutes PBS NewsHour News Story

Across the U.S., concerns over novel coronavirus have 

governments, businesses and individuals putting normal 

operations on hold. With events and travel canceled and 

more people staying home, what is the economic impact 

likely to be, and how should U.S. policy address it? Judy 

Woodruff reports and talks to Carl Tannenbaum, executive 

vice president and chief economist at Northern Trust.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/28/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

How unusual is it to have Ash Wednesday, Leap Year and 

Primary elections within seven days? This week’s NC SPIN will 

give you the latest information about Tuesday’s Primary Election. 

The background, the races and the names will help you decide 

how to vote. This week's panelists are Brad Crone, Chris 

Fitzsimon, John Hood and Becki Gray.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 2/28/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...democratic 

presidential contenders debate in South Carolina, the Atlantic 

Coast Pipeline vs. the Appalachian Trail and the cost of raising 

children. On the panel this week is Communications Consultant 

Donna King, Donald Bryson with the Civitas Institute, Political 

analyst Joe Stewart and Mitch Kokai with Carolina Journal.
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FEBRUARY

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 2/29/2020 1050am 6 minutes Sci NC - SHORT Story Feature

There's science behind every step of mushrooms farming: 

identifying wild mushrooms during foraging season, cloning the 

ones you like and explaining to customers how to cook them. Get 

an inside look at what it takes to farm our favorite fungi.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/2/2020 6p 8 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The novel coronavirus outbreak in the U.S. is now blamed 

for six deaths, all in Washington state. Health officials worry 

the illness may have been spreading undetected near 

Seattle for weeks, possibly resulting in many undiagnosed 

cases. Can hospitals in Washington and across the country 

accommodate a “surge” of patients? Lisa Desjardins reports 

and talks to The New York Times’ Dr. Sheri Fink.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/2/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

More than 1,300 Democratic delegates are at stake on 

Super Tuesday. The biggest prize by far is California, where 

10 percent of all Democratic delegates will be awarded. With 

three candidates leaving the race since the South Carolina 

primary, Golden State voters now face a narrower field of 

choices. Amna Nawaz reports on how they are deciding in 

this key contest on the path to the nomination.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/3/2020 6p 17 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The biggest day of the 2020 primary season has arrived: 

Super Tuesday. Fourteen states are holding contests that 

will help determine the 2020 Democratic presidential 

nominee. Judy Woodruff reports and gets updates from 

across the country from Amna Nawaz, Yamiche Alcindor, 

Lisa Desjardins, Daniel Bush, Mary Lahammer of Twin Cities 

PBS and Adam Reilly of WGBH.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/3/2020 6p 26 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Tuesday on the NewsHour, Super Tuesday reshapes the 

2020 Democratic presidential nomination contest. Former 

Vice President Joe Biden scores significant wins and takes 

the lead in the race’s delegate count, indicating that support 

of moderate Democrats has coalesced around him. But Sen. 

Bernie Sanders earns victories in Vermont, Colorado and 

Utah, as well as the night’s biggest prize: California.

MARCH
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MARCH

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/3/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Across 14 states, voters are going to the polls on this Super 

Tuesday to make their choices for the 2020 Democratic 

presidential nominee. Many candidates have come and gone 

from this race, with three exiting right after the South 

Carolina primary only days ago. Stu Rothenberg of Inside 

Politics joins Judy Woodruff for in-depth analysis of what’s at 

stake and which results will be critica

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/4/2020 6p 13 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Super Tuesday’s primary results represented a dramatic turn 

on the road to the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination. 

What did not seem possible only days ago has materialized, 

as moderate voters united to support former Vice President 

Joe Biden. Sen. Bernie Sanders is far behind in delegates. 

Judy Woodruff reports and talks to Democratic political 

strategists Guy Cecil and Nick Chedli Carter.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/5/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Restrictions intended to control the global outbreak of novel 

coronavirus continue to increase. In many countries, schools 

are closed, travelers face quarantine and business has 

ground to a halt. William Brangham reports and Judy 

Woodruff talks to Kristalina Georgieva, managing director of 

the International Monetary Fund, about how it is attempting 

to offset the economic implications of the virus.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/5/2020 730p 20 minutes Sci NC Public Affairs

Deer are taking over Pilot Mountain but drones can help. 

The Carolina Raptor Center lets visitors get a closer look at 

birds of prey. The Turtle Team at North Carolina State 

University patches up injured turtles. Researchers learn from 

microscopic "water bears" called tardigrades.

ECONOMY 3/5/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs
Reclaiming Youth Opportunity - see struggling youth gain 

self-sufficiency through entrepreneurial farming.
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MARCH

ECONOMY 3/6/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As COVID-19 spreads to communities nationwide, financial 

and logistical concerns about its impact are rising. Among 

the major questions are whether employers will require 

workers to take unpaid sick leave, and who will pay for 

potentially significant medical bills. William Brangham talks 

to Georgetown University’s Sabrina Corlette and Joseph 

Leitmann-Santa Cruz of Capital Area Asset Builders.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/6/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

We know what happened on Super Tuesday and now you 

need to watch NC SPIN to understand why it happened. 

From the White House to the State House nobody will keep 

you better informed on North Carolina elections. This week's 

panelists are Becki Gray, Patrick Sebastian, Rick Henderson 

and Chris Fitzsimon.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/6/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

The Coronavirus pandemic changes almost hourly and is the 

main focus of our state. We begin with our interview of 

DHHS Secretary Mandy Cohen. Then our panel discusses 

how it is impacting North Carolina. And a recent report 

indicates North Carolina isn’t as healthy as it was five years 

ago. This week's panelists are Leo Daughtry, Chris 

Fitzsimon, John Hood and Peg O'Connell.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/9/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As U.S. cases of COVID-19 rise, officials are stepping up 

efforts to control the outbreak's spread. Communities across 

the country are bracing for disruption, with many schools 

closing or holding remote classes. Also, two GOP 

congressmen who were with President Trump recently are 

self-quarantining after a conference attendee with whom 

they met tested positive for the virus. Amna Nawaz reports.
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MARCH

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/9/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Amid the growing U.S. coronavirus outbreak, some experts 

have criticized the way President Trump, his team and top 

public health officials are communicating information to the 

public. For example, Trump made inaccurate statements 

Friday about the availability of virus tests. Dr. Joshua 

Sharfstein of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 3/10/2020 6p 10 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The impact of the novel coronavirus in the U.S. is 

deepening. On Tuesday, new cancellations, closures and 

quarantines were announced and President Trump and 

lawmakers huddled about potential measures to soften the 

crisis’ economic impact -- but the stock market rallied back 

from Monday’s major losses. Amna Nawaz reports and Lisa 

Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/10/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

A growing number of U.S. schools, including several 

colleges and universities, are shutting their doors to reduce 

the spread of COVID-19. Although only a small fraction of 

public elementary and high schools have closed, more than 

430,000 students are affected already. John Yang talks to 

Michelle Reid, superintendent of Washington state’s 

Northshore School District, about the decision to close.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/10/2020 6p 26 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Former Vice President Joe Biden won important primary 

victories Tuesday in Michigan, Mississippi and Missouri. 

Judy Woodruff gets updates and analysis from Christy 

McDonald of Detroit Public TV, Jason Rosenbaum of St. 

Louis Public Radio, Mississippi Today’s Adam Ganucheau 

and Mark Baumgarten of KCTS 9, and discusses the news 

with Lisa Desjardins and the Cook Political Report’s Amy 

Walter.
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MARCH

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/11/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared the 

novel coronavirus outbreak to be a global pandemic. The 

illness has infected about 120,000 people worldwide and 

claimed 4,400 lives, and public health officials both within the 

U.S. and abroad are warning that the crisis will get worse. 

Amna Nawaz reports, and Judy Woodruff talks to WHO’s Dr. 

Margaret Harris about how people should be preparing.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/11/2020 6p 56 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

President Trump addressed the nation about novel 

coronavirus Wednesday evening, announcing the 

suspension of travel from Europe for a period of 30 days as 

well as a series of economic relief measures. Earlier in the 

day, the World Health Organization designated COVID-19 a 

global pandemic. Yamiche Alcindor and Lisa Desjardins join 

Judy Woodruff to discuss Trump's remarks and what 

happens next.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/11/2020 6p 8 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Despite another night of disappointing primary results, 

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders said Wednesday he will 

continue to challenge former Vice President Joe Biden for 

the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination. The two are 

scheduled to debate Sunday. Lisa Desjardins reports, and 

Judy Woodruff talks to Tom Perez, chair of the Democratic 

National Committee, about where the party goes from here.
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MARCH

ECONOMY 3/12/2020 6p 8 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The economic consequences of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic are growing even more severe. Stocks logged 

their worst day of trading since the 1987 market crash, 

cancellations and closures rippled across the globe and the 

fallout from President Trump’s decision to ban most travel 

from Europe became evident. Nick Schifrin reports and 

Charles Schwab’s Liz Ann Sonders joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/12/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As the novel coronavirus pandemic takes hold in the U.S., 

some Americans are expressing concerns over how the 

government is handling the situation, the availability of 

testing kits and the U.S. response in comparison to that of 

other countries. Dr. Ashish Jha of the Harvard Global Health 

Institute joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the “deeply 

disappointing” U.S. management of the outbreak.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/12/2020 6p 14 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers are working on a multi-billion 

dollar novel coronavirus aid package to help the Americans 

hit hardest by the pandemic. They, along with Democratic 

presidential candidates Joe Biden and Sen. Bernie Sanders, 

also weighed in on President Trump’s response to the crisis. 

Lisa Desjardins reports and joins Nick Schifrin, Yamiche 

Alcindor and Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/12/2020 730p 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

Studying how nature recovers after a wildlife, NC’s only 

sturgeon farm producing Russian caviar, using fit bits to 

study wildlife behavior and how a dike is stopping sea level 

rise

ECONOMY 3/12/2020 8pm 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs
Energy Poverty - learn how some low-income families can 

cheaply weatherize their homes.
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MARCH

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/13/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As cancellations, closures and medical concerns within the 

U.S. and across the globe suspend our daily routines, fear 

and anxiety also rise. It’s difficult to avoid worrying, but it can 

be helpful to understand when fear is actually 

counterproductive to wellbeing. Jeffrey Brown talks to David 

DeSteno, a psychology professor at Northeastern University 

who studies periods of stress and trauma.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/13/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

President Trump has declared the pandemic of novel 

coronavirus a national emergency, allowing him to direct 

additional funds toward the federal government’s outbreak 

response. Will it mean faster virus testing and more 

ventilators? Dr. Irwin Redlener, director of the Center for 

Disaster Preparedness at Columbia University, and The New 

York Times’ Dr. Sheri Fink join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/13/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Friday was another day of mass closings and cancelations 

as schools, sports and travel shut down amid the novel 

coronavirus pandemic. President Trump also declared a 

national emergency to increase funding for a federal 

response, and he appears to have a deal with House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi for related legislation. Amna Nawaz 

reports and Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy 

Woodruff.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/13/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

We have important information as we air an exclusive 

interview we conducted with DHHS Secretary Dr. Mandy 

Cohen about the coronavirus epidemic and what we can 

expect in our state. We will also ask why fewer students are 

being expelled, disciplined or dropping out of school and 

discus a new lawsuit over voter suppression. This week's 

panelists are Bob Orr, John Hood, Chris Fitzsimon and 

Howard Lee.
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MARCH

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/13/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...Biden closes 

in on the nomination, a new study on medicaid expansion 

and an coronavirus (COVID-19) update. On the panel this 

week is Mitch Kokai with the Carolina Journal, Political 

Analyst Joe Stewart, Travis Fain the State Governor 

Reporter for WRAL-TV and Democratic Strategist Morgan 

Jackson.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/16/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Amid the novel coronavirus pandemic, epidemiologists warn 

that without sufficient protective measures, the number of 

severe virus cases will spike sharply, which would 

overwhelm the health system. The practice of social 

distancing is intended to slow the rise of cases to a 

manageable rate -- or to "flatten the curve." Dr. Asaf Bitton 

of Brigham and Women’s Hospital joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/16/2020 6p 8 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The novel coronavirus pandemic is dominating the country. 

As confirmed U.S. cases reached 4,300, with 78 deaths, 

fears of medical and economic disaster drove dramatic 

consequences Monday. Stocks plummeted, cities 

implemented curfews and near-lockdowns and President 

Trump warned the crisis could linger into the summer. 

William Brangham reports and Yamiche Alcindor joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/16/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Across the country, election officials are scrambling to 

decide how to adjust to the coronavirus pandemic. Louisiana 

and Georgia have postponed their primary contests, and 

candidates have eliminated public rallies entirely. But in 

Arizona, Tuesday’s primary is still on, and some 80 percent 

of voters were expected to mail in their ballots ahead of time. 

Stephanie Sy reports.
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MARCH

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/16/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Governors across the U.S. are taking unprecedented steps 

to limit the spread of novel coronavirus in their states. 

Republican Gov. Larry Hogan of Maryland ordered all 

restaurants, bars, gyms and movie theaters to close 

Monday. He joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the other steps 

he is taking to address this “scary” situation, including 

increasing the state’s supply of critical medical resources.

ECONOMY 3/17/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

On Tuesday, Wall Street recouped some of Monday’s record 

losses, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average regaining 

1,000 points in apparent reaction to the prospect of a major 

economic stimulus package. How would that help Americans 

reeling from the pandemic? Harvard University economist 

Jason Furman, who worked for the Obama administration 

after the financial crisis, discusses with Judy Woodruff.

ECONOMY 3/17/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The Trump administration is pushing for a huge new 

economic relief package to fight financial damage done by 

the novel coronavirus. One hundred people have died 

nationwide out of 5,200 confirmed cases so far. Most 

Americans seem to be heeding government direction to stay 

isolated, but health officials urged young people still flocking 

to bars to change their behavior. William Brangham reports.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/17/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

In the U.S., nearly 100 people have died from novel 

coronavirus among 5,200 confirmed cases. With the 

infection expected to spread more broadly and businesses 

and organizations shutting down, what is the latest federal 

government response? Lisa Desjardins, Yamiche Alcindor 

and Nick Schifrin join Judy Woodruff to discuss efforts by 

Congress, the White House and the Departments of 

Defense and State.
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LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/17/2020 6p 10 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Voters cast primary ballots Tuesday in the midst of a global 

pandemic. Despite concerns over crowded polling stations, 

Arizona, Florida and Illinois pressed on with their elections, 

while Ohio delayed its own. Stephanie Sy reports from 

Phoenix and Judy Woodruff gets updates from WTTW’s 

Paris Schutz outside Chicago, Karen Kasler of Ohio Public 

Radio and TV and David Smiley of the Miami Herald.

ECONOMY 3/18/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The novel coronavirus pandemic continues to cause 

economic shockwaves. On Wall Street, stocks plummeted 

again, with their accumulated decline now erasing nearly all 

the market gains since President Trump took office. Can the 

government take any action to reassure investors and 

consumers? The Brookings Institution’s David Wessel joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss the challenges of uncertainty.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/18/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As Congress weighs relief packages meant to blunt the 

negative impact of COVID-19 on the U.S. economy, 

lawmakers are also trying to manage the outbreak’s damage 

in their own states. Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy, one of 

three medical doctors currently serving in the Senate, 

represents Louisiana, which has at least 257 confirmed 

cases of the virus and seven deaths. He joins Judy Woodruff 

to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/18/2020 6p 8 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

New analysis by Harvard University researchers indicates 

that hospital capacity in many parts of the U.S. will be 

overwhelmed as the novel coronavirus continues to spread. 

Now, health care systems are working to increase their 

readiness. Jeremy Konyndyk of the Center for Global 

Development and Dr. Bruce Siegel of America’s Essential 

Hospitals join Amna Nawaz to discuss how facilities can 

prepare.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/18/2020 6p 13 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

In the face of a growing medical crisis, President Trump 

escalated both his rhetoric and his policy response 

Wednesday. He referred to the novel coronavirus as “the 

invisible enemy” and vowed to treat the fight against it as “a 

war.” Meanwhile, the Senate passed a sweeping pandemic 

aid package. William Brangham reports, and Lisa Desjardins 

and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 3/19/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The coronavirus pandemic is causing immense economic 

damage. The number of Americans filing for unemployment 

benefits has surged as businesses nationwide close down 

and are forced to lay off workers. Has the country ever 

experienced anything like this? Paul Solman talks to Harvard 

University economist Ken Rogoff, whose book “This Time is 

Different” examines the history of financial crises.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/19/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Many Americans have encountered long lines and empty 

shelves at grocery stores recently. But the problem is not 

one of supply; rather, stores say that most shortages are 

temporary and due strictly to an unprecedented surge in 

buying, as panicked consumers rushed to stock up on items 

they feared might become scarce. Amna Nawaz talks to 

Greg Ferrara, president of the National Grocers Association.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/19/2020 6p 12 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The number of confirmed coronavirus cases across the U.S. 

has surged past 11,000, and officials expect it to rise quickly 

in the coming days. Meanwhile, the Senate is working on a 

huge economic aid package, and President Trump is waiving 

some FDA restrictions to try expedite treatment 

development. William Brangham reports and Lisa Desjardins 

and Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.



ISSUE DATE TIME LENGTH PROGRAM FORMAT DESCRIPTION

MARCH

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/19/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The U.S. military is gearing up to fight the novel coronavirus, 

which is spreading rapidly across the U.S. Plans include 

deployment of hospital ships as overflow for hospitals, 

allocation of critical medical supplies and research in military 

labs on development of treatment and a vaccine. Judy 

Woodruff speaks with Defense Secretary Mark Esper about 

these efforts and keeping service members safe.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/19/2020 730pm 20 minutes Sci NC Story Feature

Poachers threaten a popular herbal remedy, ACL research 

helps teenage girls recover from and prevent injury, 

improvisational dance may help people with memory loss 

and a tour of the largest cell-based flu vaccine factory in the 

US.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/19/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs
Health Disparities - meet barbers who warn against prostrate 

cancer in African-American men.

ECONOMY 3/20/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Should the U.S. have been better prepared for the 

coronavirus pandemic? Experts both inside and outside of 

the government have sounded the alarm for years about the 

possibility of a dire public health crisis. One of them was Dr. 

Kenneth Bernard, an epidemiologist and former special 

assistant on biosecurity. He joins Nick Schifrin to discuss a 

lack of "advance planning" and what should happen next.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/20/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

More of the country shut down Friday to try to slow the 

spread of the coronavirus. New York and Illinois joined 

California in ordering everyone except essential workers to 

stay home. Meanwhile, President Trump invoked emergency 

powers to move medical supplies amid growing questions 

about shortages of masks and ventilators. And Italy's death 

toll leapt by more than 600. William Brangham reports.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/20/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Dr. Anthony Fauci heads the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Disease and is one of the top public health 

officials in the U.S. He’s helping to lead the national 

response to the novel coronavirus pandemic. On Thursday, 

Fauci joined Judy Woodruff to discuss the crisis, including 

what we have learned from other countries, the status of 

testing for COVID-19 and how we can slow its spread.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/20/2020 6p 10 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

President Trump held a contentious news conference Friday 

in which he downplayed issues with testing for COVID-19 

and promised further executive action to fight the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, the Senate is rushing to draft a third coronavirus 

relief bill -- but questions are being raised about personal 

financial decisions by some senators. Lisa Desjardins and 

Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/20/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

The Coronavirus pandemic changes almost hourly and is the 

main focus of our state. We begin with our interview of 

DHHS Secretary Mandy Cohen. Then our panel discusses 

how it is impacting North Carolina. And a recent report 

indicates North Carolina isn’t as healthy as it was five years 

ago. This week's panelists are Leo Daughtry, Chris 

Fitzsimon, John Hood and Peg O'Connell.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/20/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

This week on Front Row w/ Marc Rotterman...America 

responds to the Coronavirus and Joe Biden seals the deal 

for the democratic nomination. On the panel this week is 

Mitch Kokai with Carolina Journal, Political Analyst Joe 

Stewart, Nelson Dollar the Senior Adviser to the NC Speaker 

of the House and Communications Consultant Donna King.
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ECONOMY 3/23/2020 6p 9 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As the global spread of the novel coronavirus accelerates, 

over a fifth of the world’s population is being asked to stay 

home. More than 35,000 cases and at least 400 deaths are 

confirmed in the U.S. Meanwhile, Congress is struggling to 

come to agreement on a bill to provide economic relief to 

Americans in the pandemic’s wake. Amna Nawaz reports 

and Lisa Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/23/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

What else can be done to protect frontline health care 

workers and reduce the spread of the novel coronavirus? Dr. 

Atul Gawande has just published a piece outlining the 

specific insights he has derived from the outbreak 

experiences of Hong Kong, Singapore and South Korea. A 

surgeon at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston and 

the CEO of Haven, Dr. Gawande joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/23/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Fighting the novel coronavirus pandemic is difficult enough 

in developed countries and regions like the U.S. and 

Western Europe. In areas with active conflicts and large 

populations of refugees, the challenge is even harder, and 

the situations are growing more dire. Nick Schifrin reports 

and talks to David Miliband, of the International Rescue 

Committee, a global humanitarian relief organization.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/23/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Concern is growing around the country over how frontline 

health care workers will deal with a potential surge of 

patients. Doctors, nurses and other medical professionals 

are also worried about their own health and that of their 

families. William Brangham talks to Dr. Billy Goldberg, an ER 

doctor at NYU Langone Health, and Dr. Anish Mahajan, 

chief medical officer at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.
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ECONOMY 3/24/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The economic relief bill the Senate is debating would be 

among the most expensive pieces of legislation in U.S. 

history. Senate Majority Whip John Thune, R-S.D., joins 

Judy Woodruff to discuss which provisions are still being 

negotiated and why, unlike President Trump, he believes 

government should prioritize health concerns over economic 

ones in the national fight against coronavirus.

ECONOMY 3/24/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The Senate and the White House continue to deliberate over 

another coronavirus economic relief bill. Sen. Bernie 

Sanders, I-Vt., joins Judy Woodruff to discuss why he would 

support the measure's “unprecedented expansion” of 

unemployment compensation, how to get needed medical 

resources to American health care workers and the need to 

expand coronavirus testing before resuming economic 

normalcy.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/24/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Wall Street soared Tuesday, with the Dow Jones Industrial 

Average gaining a record 2,100 points. The gains came as 

the Senate continued to debate the details of a possible 

economic recovery package for Americans suffering from 

the coronavirus pandemic. Lisa Desjardins and Yamiche 

Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/24/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Confirmed U.S. cases of coronavirus have reached 50,000, 

with more than 600 deaths. But as New York Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo warned of dire conditions in hospitals, Wall Street 

rallied and President Trump spoke of easing government 

restrictions soon in order to lessen the economic pain of the 

pandemic. Meanwhile, India has gone into lockdown. Amna 

Nawaz and special correspondent Neha Poonia report.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/24/2020 6p 13 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The tragedies we see playing out in Italy and around the 

world are why most public health officials say it’s far too 

soon to plan when people can return to work. But President 

Trump says he wants to see much of the country back to 

normal by April 12. Paul Solman speaks with True Health 

Initiative’s Dr. David Katz, and William Brangham talks to 

Marc Lipsitch, a Harvard University epidemiologist.

ECONOMY 3/25/2020 6p 9 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

There are now over 60,000 confirmed cases of novel 

coronavirus in the United States, with more than 600 deaths. 

Much of the country is under orders to stay home. 

Meanwhile, both Democrats and Republicans in Congress 

are hailing a legislative victory with the largest economic 

stimulus package in American history. Amna Nawaz reports, 

and Lisa Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 3/25/2020 6p 12 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the House of 

Representatives will pass a $2 trillion economic stimulus 

package to support businesses and workers impacted by the 

coronavirus pandemic “as soon as the Senate passes it.” 

The upper chamber is expected to take action Wednesday 

night, with a vote in the House expected as soon as 

Thursday.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/25/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Leaders in the states hardest hit by the coronavirus 

pandemic so far are facing difficult choices amid limited 

resources. One of those states is Louisiana, which has 

experienced an explosion of cases and was declared a 

federal disaster by President Trump. Gov. John Bel Edwards 

joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the “alarming” growth rate of 

Louisiana cases and the desperate need for ventilators.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/26/2020 6p 9 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Confirmed coronavirus infections have passed the half-

million mark worldwide, with 23,000 deaths. In the U.S., a 

huge economic relief bill is nearing final approval amid an 

unprecedented wave of unemployment claims from people 

who have lost their jobs due to the pandemic. And hospitals 

are strained to the point of collapse. Amna Nawaz reports 

and Lisa Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/26/2020 730pm 20 minutes Sci NC Public Affairs

Trail cameras provide insight into urban wildlife, divers help 

track sand tiger sharks off the coast, volunteers in 

Fayetteville research a confederate arsenal & recording 

ultrasonic bat sounds help track bats.

ECONOMY 3/26/2020 8p 20 minutes ncIMPACT Public Affairs
Affordable Teacher Housing - see how costs mean some 

teachers can't afford to live where they work.

ECONOMY 3/27/2020 6p 9 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The House of Representatives returned to D.C. Friday to 

approve the largest economic relief package in U.S. history. 

Bipartisan agreement over the bill reflected lawmakers’ 

recognition of urgent need amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

Meanwhile, governors continued to plead for more health 

care resources. John Yang reports and Lisa Desjardins and 

Yamiche Alcindor join Judy Woodruff to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/27/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

As coronavirus spreads across the U.S., there have been 

conflicting messages from the Trump administration, 

governors and medical professionals about the scarcity of 

critical medical resources -- especially ventilators. Amna 

Nawaz reports on the growing need for these lifesaving 

machines and talks to Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 

who says her state will require many more of them.
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LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/27/2020 730p 30 minutes NC SPIN Discussion

This week we experienced another explosion in the number 

of coronavirus cases in our state and the number filing for 

unemployment. We begin with our interview with DHHS 

Secretary Mandy Cohen, then our panel discusses how this 

impacts the economy education and other aspects of our 

lives. This week's panelists are John Hood, Peg O'Connell, 

Phil Kirk and Rob Schofield.

LOCAL & NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 3/27/2020 830p 30 minutes FRONT ROW Discussion

Host Marc Rotterman had an in-depth discussion with U.S 

Senator Thom Tillis about the $2 trillion coronavirus stimulus 

package and the nation's response to the COVID-19. This 

interview was recorded on Wednesday March 25, 2020.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/30/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

President Trump’s Coronavirus Task Force held a briefing 

Monday evening on the national response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Yamiche Alcindor was there, and she joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss Trump’s latest update on virus testing 

as well as an exchange she had with the president on 

Sunday regarding states’ requests for more medical 

supplies.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/30/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

More than 250 million Americans in 30 states have been 

asked or ordered to stay at home. Although some still buy 

essentials in person at stores, many are ordering online 

instead. As a result, warehouse and delivery workers and 

professional shoppers have become central to the current 

economy -- and a growing number are concerned about the 

risks they face by doing their jobs. Paul Solman reports.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/30/2020 6p 10 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

Despite recent signs of advancement, many health experts 

say the U.S. capacity to test for the novel coronavirus 

remains too limited and progress too slow. President Trump 

has previously claimed anyone could be tested -- but that 

isn't what we’re hearing from people who have tried. Jennifer 

Nuzzo, senior scholar at the Johns Hopkins Center for 

Health Security, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

ECONOMY 3/31/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

With unemployment soaring, the COVID-19 outbreak is 

taking a staggering toll on workers. Food banks are ramping 

up their services to meet the rising demand, even as 

donations, volunteers and supplies are limited. Meanwhile, 

organizations worry about keeping their own workers safe 

from the virus. Stephanie Sy reports as part of our Chasing 

the Dream series on poverty and opportunity in America.

ENVIRONMENT 3/31/2020 6p 6 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

The Trump administration wants to roll back another federal 

regulation intended to reduce global warming. Obama-era 

automobile fuel efficiency rules require U.S. vehicles to 

increase mileage standards by an average of 5 percent per 

year from 2021 through 2026. Tuesday’s move would reduce 

the improvement threshold to 1.5 percent. The Washington 

Post’s Juliet Eilperin joins John Yang to discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/31/2020 6p 7 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

How much do we know about COVID-19, the virus spreading 

misery across the globe? Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee joins 

Jeffrey Brown to discuss understanding the dynamics of the 

virus within people it has infected, why some experience 

much more severe forms of illness than others, how we can 

limit asymptomatic transmission and the need to buy medical 

researchers time to develop treatments.
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SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/31/2020 6p 11 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

More than 55 million American students are staying home 

amid the coronavirus pandemic. The impacts are huge — 

affecting students, parents and teachers. Learning is 

happening with a host of new challenges. Kate Gardoqui of 

the Great Schools Partnership joins Judy Woodruff to 

discuss.

SCIENCE/HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 3/31/2020 6p 5 minutes PBS NewsHour Public Affairs

For nearly a year, astronaut Christina Koch was away from 

the planet, working on the International Space Station and 

orbiting Earth more than 5,200 times. Her mission was the 

longest continuous spaceflight by a woman and the second 

longest for any U.S. astronaut ever. Koch joins Amna Nawaz 

to discuss how her body reacted to 11 months without 

gravity and what it means to see more women in space.


