
TV Stations Must Make Carriage 
Elections by October 1, 2020
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) recently 
modernized its carriage election rules. TV broadcasters were 
required to take action to comply with the new rules by July 
31, 2020 and must make their carriage elections by October 
1, 2020.

How and when do TV stations provide notice of their 
carriage elections?

Under the new rules, full power and Class A TV broadcasters 
must post their carriage elections online and send notices to 
covered multichannel video programming distributors 
(MVPDs) by email only when changing their carriage election 
status. Qualified low-power TV (LPTV) and noncommercial 
(NCE) translator stations must send an initial baseline notice 
to covered MVPDs (because they are not required to maintain 
an online public file) and need only provide notice of changes 
to their election status via email following the baseline 
notice. This new approach replaces the requirement to send 
paper notices via certified mail to MVPDs every three years. 
Carriage elections must be made by no later than October 1, 
2020.

http://www.nab.org/xert/2020Emails/Newsletters/Pulse/071320/index.html


What must TV broadcasters do?

By July 31, 2020, all commercial and NCE television stations, 
including Class A, LPTV and NCE translator stations eligible 
for carriage, were required to provide a contact email 
address and phone number for any carriage-related questions 
from MVPDs. For full-power stations, this information must be 
found in a station's online public inspection file (OPIF). For 
Class A and LPTV stations, the contact information must be 
found in the FCC's Licensing and Management System (LMS).

 The FCC updated its OPIF system to allow full-power 
stations to upload carriage-related contact information 
earlier this year. The information should be uploaded by 
signing into OPIF, accessing the "Profile" tab and 
completing the "Carriage Election Contact Information" 
fields. If your station has not yet posted its carriage-
related contact information, please do so now.

 Qualified LPTV and NCE translators may confirm the 
accuracy of their listed contact information by signing 
into LMS, accessing the "Facilities" tab to select the 
correct facility, and reviewing the "Contact email" and 
"Contact phone number" fields. These stations can file 
an Administrative Update Notification if corrections are 
necessary. If your station has not confirmed the 
accuracy of the LMS contact information, please do so 
now.

MVPDs also were required to post carriage election contact 
information by July 31, 2020. The email address provided by 
each MVPD for purposes of carriage communications must be 
used by television broadcast stations to email MVPDs their 
election notices. For cable operators, the email address for 
the carriage contact can be found in the Cable Operations 
and Licensing System (COALS) by selecting "Carriage Election 
Point of Contact Search" or clicking here. For direct broadcast 
satellite (DBS), the carriage contact can be found in each DBS 

https://apps.fcc.gov/coals/forms/search/cenPocSearch.cfm


provider's online public file. The AT&T/DIRECTV carriage 
contact is here and the DISH Network carriage contact 
is here.

Elections for the 2021-2023 carriage cycle must be made no 
later than October 1, 2020.

 If your station is a full power or Class A TV station, it 
must post its carriage election statement in OPIF and 
send carriage election notices to covered MVPDs by 
email only when changing its carriage election status.

 If your station is a qualified LPTV or NCE translator 
station, the station must send an initial baseline notice 
to covered MVPDs and need only provide notice of 
changes to its election status via email following the 
baseline notice.

 Broadcasters must copy ElectionNotices@FCC.gov when 
sending election change notices. Change notices must 
include the station's call sign, the station's community of 
license, the DMA where the station is located, the 
specific change being made in election status and the 
broadcaster's email address, phone number and station 
contact person for carriage-related questions. The notice 
should identify the specific cable systems for which the 
carriage election applies if the broadcaster is changing 
its election for some systems, but not all.

For further information, see NAB's Must Carry and 
Retransmission Consent Counsel Memo. For questions about 
the new carriage election process, please contact your 
station counsel or the NAB Legal department at (866) 682-
0276.
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