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Agriculture 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 21 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/29/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
The grey wolf was once nearly hunted to extinction in the U.S. until the federal 
government put it on the endangered species list in 1974. 20 years later, it was 
successfully reintroduced to Idaho and Yellowstone. As pack numbers grew, the gray 
wolf was taken off the list. But more than 50 wildlife groups are worried it may face 
endangerment again from expanded hunting. William Brangham reports. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 48 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/6/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
As Afghans figure out how to get on with their lives, fears abound that the new Taliban 
government will crack down on local business and commerce. The Taliban takeover 
could cripple Afghan farmers in the middle of their harvest, in a country where 
agriculture is the lifeblood of rural communities and is Afghanistan’s largest export 
business. Special correspondent Mike Cerre reports. 

 

American History/Biography 
 

Series Title:    American Experience 
Episode Title:   The Big Burn 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/24/2021 8:00:00 PM 
 
In the summer of 1910, an unimaginable wildfire devoured more than three million 
acres across the Northern Rockies, confronting the fledgling U.S. Forest Service with a 
catastrophe that would define the agency and the nation’s fire policy for the rest of the 
20th century and beyond. THE BIG BURN provides a cautionary tale of heroism and 
sacrifice, arrogance and greed, hubris and, ultimately, humility in the face of nature’s 
frightening power. 

 



Series Title:    FRONTLINE 
Episode Title:   America After 9/11 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         9/7/2021 8:00:00 PM 
 
From veteran FRONTLINE filmmaker and chronicler of U.S. politics Michael Kirk and his 
team, this documentary traces the U.S. response to the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks and the devastating consequences that unfolded across four presidencies. 

 

Arts 
 

Series Title:    Icon: Music Through the Lens 
Episode Title:   On the Record 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/30/2021 8:00:00 PM 
 
Explore the evolution of album cover photography, from its roots in jazz and early rock 
'n' roll, with anecdotes by art directors, musicians and the photographers responsible 
for some of the world's most iconic album covers. 
 
Series Title:    Icon: Music Through the Lens 
Episode Title:   On the Cover 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/6/2021 8:00:00 PM 
 
Discover the uncensored and never-heard-before stories behind the amazing 
photographs that graced the front pages of music magazines and played a pivotal role in 
elevating music photography to iconic status. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 46 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/2/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
70 years of automotive design and innovation are on display in the city that made them: 
Detroit. From mass produced cars to conceptual models and sketches on display, Jeffrey 
Brown reports on the car exhibition at the Detroit Institute of Arts for our arts and 
culture series, CANVAS. 

 

Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 15 



Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/21/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
After more than two years of negotiations, a number of states agreed to a $26 billion 
settlement with three large drug distributors and Johnson & Johnson for their roles in 
the opioids epidemic. Half a million deaths over two decades are attributed to opioids 
and fatal overdoses. William Brangham discusses the settlement with Connecticut 
Attorney General William Tong, who worked on this agreement. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 41 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/26/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Following the full FDA approval of Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine, an increasing number of 
cities and states are now mandating vaccinations for their employees — or requiring 
them to get tested weekly. But there has been some intense pushback from law 
enforcement and first responders across the country. Art Acevedo, Miami’s chief of 
police who supports a mandate, joins William Brangham to discuss. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 59 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/21/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Justice Department has released 
more than 30,000 non-violent inmates to home confinement to try to limit the virus' 
spread in prison. But, as John Yang reports for our ongoing "Searching for Justice" series, 
some of these men and women could be forced to return to prison once the pandemic 
ends. 
 

Education 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 7 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/9/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Zaila Avant-garde made history Thursday as the first African American student to win 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee. The word she spelled correctly to win was "Murraya," 
which is a genus of tropical Asiatic and Australian trees. Her victory during the final 
round also means she is the first Black champion since Jody-Anne Maxwell in 1998. Lisa 
Desjardins reports on her life and accomplishments. 
 



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 29 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/10/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
As U.S. schools begin opening for another year of learning, the controversy over 
whether students should be required to wear masks is anything but settled in many 
states. While hospitalization and death from COVID-19 is uncommon in children, cases 
have been increasing steadily. Dr. Danny Benjamin, a distinguished professor of 
pediatrics at Duke University, joins Stephanie Sy to discuss. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 56 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/16/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Millions of students are heading back to school in person after a year of online learning. 
We asked students in our Student Reporting Labs network what returning to in-person 
learning looks and feels like amid new delta variant concerns, vaccinations debates and 
mask mandates. 
 

Employment 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 18 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/26/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Even as the U.S. labor picture improves, the manufacturing sector is still struggling with 
a shortage of workers and raw materials. An analysis by Deloitte found that over two 
million manufacturing jobs will be unfilled through 2030. Economic correspondent Paul 
Solman looks at a program that's preparing inner city high school students for high-skill, 
high-paying factory jobs. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 40 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/25/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Because of the pandemic, millions of lost jobs in the U.S. are not filled yet. While there 
are reports of labor shortages in many sectors, a large percentage of workers say they 
are looking for a new job. For some without a bachelor's degree, job prospects were 
bleak even before the pandemic. As part of our "Work Shift" series, Paul Solman looks at 
a program that is offering better opportunities. 



 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 63 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/27/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
As the American economy recovers from the worst impacts of the pandemic, questions 
remain about the labor force and the problems that plagued the economy even prior to 
the start of COVID-19. In the eighth and final installment of our "Work Shift" series, Paul 
Solman recaps what we've learned. 

 

Environmental/Nature/Natural Disasters 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 5 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/7/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Environmental health advocate Catherine Coleman Flowers is the founder of the Center 
for Rural Enterprise and Environmental Justice (CREEJ), where she works on multiple 
fronts to improve public health and economic development, including access to water 
and sanitation amidst the growing threat of climate change. Tonight, she gives her Brief 
But Spectacular take on fighting America’s dirty secret. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 38 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/23/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Search crews across middle Tennessee are still looking through the debris of a flooded 
landscape. At least 22 people died in Saturday's disaster with a dozen others missing. 
Stephanie Sy reports. 
 
Series Title:    Extinction: The Facts 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/14/2021 8:00:00 PM 
 
With 1 million species at threat, David Attenborough explores extinction and how this 
crisis has consequences for us all, even putting us at greater risk of pandemic diseases. 
 

Family/Marriage 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 



Episode Title:   Episode 10 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/14/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
The lack of affordable child care is not just an issue in urban and suburban communities. 
In rural America, limited access also takes a toll on small town economies. Special 
correspondent Cat Wise and producer Kate McMahon traveled to Nebraska to see how 
two small towns there are working to solve their child care problems as part of our 
series, "Raising the Future: America’s child care dilemma.” 

 

Health/Health Care 
  

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 13 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/19/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths are rising again in the United States. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has labeled it a "pandemic of the 
unvaccinated," warning of the delta variant. President Joe Biden also warned Monday to 
beware of misinformation. Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, joins Judy Woodruff to discuss. 
 
Series Title:    Firing Line with Margaret Hoover 
Episode Title:   Celine Gounder/Ashish Jha 
Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         7/30/2021 7:30:00 PM 
 
With a summer COVID surge, epidemiologist Dr. Celine Gounder and Brown University 
Dean of Public Health Dr. Ashish Jha discuss the dangers of the Delta variant, 
breakthrough cases, how to vaccinate more people and whether booster shots may be 
needed. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 49 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/7/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
As western countries discuss the rollout of COVID vaccine boosters, millions around the 
world are still waiting for their first shot. COVID has killed 200,000 people across Africa, 
which has nearly 8 million confirmed cases. While South Africa is on track to have a 
majority vaccinated by the end of the year, many other sub-Saharan countries are 
lagging dangerously behind. William Brangham reports. 

 



Recreation/Leisure Sports 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 10 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/14/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
In our news wrap Wednesday, COVID-19 cases in Tokyo are higher than any time since 
May — nine days before it hosts the summer Olympics. In the U.S., federal figures show 
93,000 overdose deaths in 2020 — nearly 30% higher than 2019, with Fentanyl a major 
driver. The European Union unveiled sweeping plans to tackle climate change by cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions 55% from 1990 levels this decade. 

 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 28 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/9/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
The Tokyo Olympics have come to a close and Team U.S.A. came away the big winner 
with 113 medals, 39 of them gold. USA Today's Christine Brennan joins William 
Brangham to review some of the highlights and discuss how these Olympics went amid 
the global pandemic. 

 
Series Title:    Muhammad Ali 
Episode Title:   Round One: The Greatest (1942-1964) 
Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         9/19/2021 7:00:00 PM 
 
Boxer Cassius Clay rises up the amateur ranks to win gold at the 1960 Olympics. He 
turns professional, sharpening his boxing skills and honing his genius for self-promotion. 
In 1964, he upsets Sonny Liston to become heavyweight champion. 

 

Women 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 9 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         7/13/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Special correspondent Cat Wise and producer Kate McMahon report from Mississippi, 
where many working parents struggled to find affordable, quality child care long before 
the pandemic. Among the most impacted: single mothers who are often stuck in low-



paying jobs and can't always access government support. This is the second report in 
our series "Raising the Future: America’s child care dilemma." 

 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 34 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         8/17/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
The plight of women and girls in Afghanistan, many of whom gained new freedoms over 
the past 20 years, is now among the most important priorities now that the Taliban have 
taken over. With the help of author Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, Stephanie Sy tells us the 
story of a woman who persevered under the Taliban, flourished over the last 20 years, 
and escaped the Taliban's return just 48 hours ago. 
 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 
Episode Title:   Episode 50 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         9/8/2021 6:00:00 PM 
 
Firings and resignations among leaders of women's movement caught in New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo's orbit raises questions about the progress of the #MeToo movement, 
nearly four years since the hashtag went viral in 2017. Judy Woodruff discusses with 
Dani Ayers, CEO of #MeToo International, and journalist Lin Farley, who is credited with 
coining the term "sexual harassment" in the 1970's. 

 


