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Section I. Issues 

 

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

 

A. Medical Supply Recycling and Redistribution/ Health Services: Over 2 million pounds of 
usable medical supplies have been collected from Maine and New Hampshire that would have 
otherwise ended up in landfills. These supplies are redistributed to communities in need of them, 
saving hospitals and clinics millions of dollars in disposal fees. 

B. Foster Care Training and Support/ Adoption: The Foster Care and adoption programs in 
Maine and New Hampshire are important to the children and families in our communities. 
Participants find support and training from various non-profit organizations such as NFI North 
and Sweetser, who are focused on creating life-long connections. 

C. Military Sexual Assault: At this time, there is only one organization available to military 
veterans in Maine and New Hampshire who are suffering from rape related PTSD. Suicide 
attempts among veterans and service members after sexual assault are even higher than from 
combat related PTSD. Service Dog Strong is the first organization of its kind in our area to 
address rape related PTSD. 

D. Family Welfare: Maine and New Hampshire families and individuals are finding support from 
organizations such as Sweetser, NFI North and the Maine Home for Little Wanderers with 
programs and services for juvenile justice, education, behavioral health, mental health, 
addiction, housing and health care. 

E. Bullying: Every day in our country, up to 160,000 kids stay home to avoid a bullying situation. 
Step Up is an organization that is teaching kids and parents how to deal with bullying in our 
communities. Families and students in New Hampshire and Maine are given support to deal with 
a crisis that is affecting kids online and in their neighborhoods.  

F. Learning and Developmental Disabilities: Children in Maine and New Hampshire with 
developmental or learning disabilities need support, education, stimulation and recreation that is 
provided through Special Olympics and the Portland Children’s Dyslexia Center. 

G. Children’s Health Care: The Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital is the only full-service children’s 
hospital in Maine and also serves families in Northern New Hampshire. The hospital has its own 
emergency room for children, specialized surgical and medical treatment and state of the art 
technology to treat injuries and illnesses. Every year more than 100,000 children need medical 
care. 

                                          



                                      Section II. Responsive Programs 

 
 

Date(s) 
Aired 

Time(s) 
aired 

Duration 
(Minutes) Program Name Related Issue Description of Program & Issue 

Discussed 
10/4/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Medical Supply 

Recycling and 
Redistribution, 
Health Services 

Elizabeth McLellen is the 
founder and Executive Director 
of Partners for World Health, 
which collects usable medical 
supplies that would otherwise 
end up in a landfill and sends 
them to areas in desperate 
need of them. This locally 
based organization provides 
supplies world-wide, saving 
hospitals and clinics millions of 
dollars in disposal fees while 
saving lives. 

10/11/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Foster Care, Family 
Welfare 

NFI North is a Townsquare 
Media “Year of Service” winner 
for 2019. Executive Director, 
Paul Dan spoke to us about 
the many programs that NFI 
provides for residents of Maine 
and New Hampshire; such as 
Foster Care training, mental 
health, child welfare, home-
based family services and 
much more. 

10/18/2019 
 

6a :30 Perspectives Military Sexual 
Assault, Veteran 
Support 

Service Dog Strong founder 
Simone Emmons suffers from 
rape related PTSD as a result 
of an attack while serving as a 
soldier. She has found comfort 
from her specially trained 
service dog and has a waiting 
list of nine veterans waiting for 
their own service dog. This is 
the only organization geared 
specifically toward this group 
of military members and 
veterans. 

10/25/2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6a :30 Perspectives Bullying Step Up is an anti-bullying 
organization founded by Bill 
Roberts who was bullied as a 
black child growing up in a 
predominantly white area of 
Maine. Step Up visits schools, 
works with students and 



 
 
 
 
 

parents to address bullying in a 
non-violent way. Step Up also 
provides Buddy Benches on 
playgrounds and Buddy Tables 
at school cafeterias to support 
kids who feel bullied or 
isolated. 

11/1/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Family Welfare, 
Mental Health 
Services 

Dr. Mark Kaplan from 
Sweetser joined us to discuss 
their many programs such as 
behavioral health services, 
their eating disorder program 
and mobile crisis intervention 
services. 

11/8/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Learning Disabilities The Portland Children’s 
Dyslexia Center provides free 
specialized tutoring to children 
with dyslexia. Helping kids 
understand their different 
learning style is key to 
overcoming frustration and 
leads to success and 
confidence. 

11/15/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Adoption, Child 
Welfare 

The Maine Children’s Home for 
Little Wanderers celebrated 
National Adoption Awareness 
Month and provides free 
informational meetings every 
month. Lindsay Bragdon from 
the organization, discussed 
international and domestic 
adoptions as well as search 
and reunion services that they 
provide. 

11/22/2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

6a :30 Perspectives Veteran’s Services, 
Disability Services 

Jessica DiPietro of Little 
Angels Service Dogs joined us 
to talk about how important 
these animals are to disabled 
veterans, disabled children and 
adults. The dogs are trained as 
autism assistance dogs, 
hearing dogs, mobility 
assistance dogs and 
psychiatric assistance dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
11/29/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Children’s Health 

Care 
Rachel Katy, the Philanthropy 
Manager for Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital, discussed 
how important the hospital is to 
the families of Maine and New 
Hampshire. BBCH serves over 
100,000 young patients each 
year and is the only full-service 
children’s hospital in the state. 

12/6/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Surprise Medical 
Bills, Consumerism 

New Hampshire U.S. Senator 
Maggie Hasan is taking on the 
issue of surprise medical bills. 
Patients are being surprised by 
bills for treatment by doctors 
that are out of their insurance 
network, while being treated at 
a hospital that is in their 
insurance network. The 
Senator is fighting this unfair 
practice and educating the 
public about the problem. 

 
12/13/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Family Welfare, 

Social Services 
The Salvation Army has many 
Centers of Service in Maine 
and New Hampshire, providing 
food, clothing, utilities, after 
school programs, addiction 
services and emergency 
services among others. 
Salvation Army Major Mark 
Mackneer joined us to ask that 
people give generously during 
their yearly Kettle Campaign to 
support their services.  

12/20/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Intellectual 
Disabilities 

The Special Olympics of Maine 
and New Hampshire, tackle 
inactivity, stigma and isolation 
by providing programming in 
sports, health, education and 
community building to people 
with intellectual disabilities. 
Lisa Bird of Special Olympics 
discussed the programs and 
fundraisers to support them. 

12/27/2019 6a :30 Perspectives Health Dr. John Winters of New 
England Cancer Specialists  
discussed warning signs and 
prevention of melanoma. 

 


