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Eye Opener airs from 5:00am – 8:00am and NewsFix at Five & Nine.  KIAH-TV, Channel 39 

broadcasts three newscasts daily at 5:00AM, 5:00PM & 9:00PM, in which KIAH addresses a 

variety of issues of interest and concern to the local community.  The following program 

descriptions describe some of the news stories and reports aired by KIAH during the relevant 

quarter.  News stories are listed chronologically in under each issue type. 
 

 

Issue:  EDUCATION 

 

Date: April 5, 2013. School rivalry is part of Texas tradition. But when it‘s an entire district against the 

state, it‘s not all fun and games. The battle goes back to 2006 when the Texas Education Agency deemed 

eight of eleven of North Forest I.S.D.‘s schools academically unacceptable. Now the TEA is annexing the 

district to Houston I.S.D. this summer. Attorney for North Forest I.S.D. Chris Tritico said, ―Merging us 

with H.I.S.D. in an underperforming area just takes 7,000 underperforming kids and spreads out those 

numbers among 250,000. It doesn‘t fix the problem, it just minimizes the problem. We have a fix.‖ That fix 

is a partnership with area charter schools. It‘s an idea Tritico says the TEA never gave a chance. He said, 

―Every time we hit the standard, they change the standard….I think the TEA chose to close this district 

about four years ago, and every decision they have made since then has been in that vein.‖ The district will 

continue its fight to stay open and appeal the closure order. Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee is prepared 

to take it all the way to Washington, D.C. She said ―We will find parents and families, and we‘ll get 

representation to fight this as a phenomenon that seems to impact the minority community in a desperate 

manner.‖ But not everyone agrees North Forest should stay open. Charlotte Ross, a mother of a North 

Forest student, said, ―I feel like they need to close. My main reason is for the violence that go on in there, 

and there‘s really never nothin‘ done about it. North Forest officials hope to get this all resolved in the next 

six weeks. If not, they can kiss summer vacation goodbye. Duration: 03:07 

 

Date: June 9, 2013. A sticky situation at an elementary school in San Antonio. A teacher and a teacher‘s 

aide resigned from Woodlake Elementary School after admitting they duct-taped a second-grader to his 

chair because he was being too rambunctious. The teacher and aide told the Judson Independent School 

District that in their opinion, the student was too rowdy and would not stay in his seat. A Judson ISD police 

report described the student having his angles and wrists bound before the duct tape was wrapped around 

his torso, securing him to his chair. Police found a partially used roll of duct tape on the teacher‘s desk and 

tape adhesive residue on the student‘s clothing. Poor kid. The teacher had been with the school district 

since August of 1020, and the aide had been there since November. Obviously, the situation was not 

handled the right way, as for the teacher and aide who resigned in lieu of termination, they simply ‗duct‘ 

out. They probably deserved worse.  Duration: 02:42 

  

Issue: ENVIRONMENT 

 

Date: May, 4, 2013. Firefighters in California continue to battle wildfires that have already burned 28,000 

acres in two days. Thousands of homes are still in danger but the California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection hope a change in the weather will help get the blaze contained.  Duration: 01:04  

 

Date: May 12, 2013. A massive sheet of Lake Ice came creeping out of Mille Lacs Lake in Minnesota and 

headed straight for the homes surrounding the lake. The video is eerie to say the least, but folks in 

Minnesota didn‘t get it nearly as badly as their neighbors to the north. Residents living along Ochre Beach, 

Canada (near Manitoba) got more than their fair share of the creeping ice crystals. Around 20 houses were 

destroyed as a massive wall of lake ice swept through their community. Canadian authorities are blaming 

high winds and warmer temperatures for the disaster, and have declared a state of emergency. Duration: 

01:45 



 

Issue:  HEALTH 

 

Date: April 27, 2013. There‘s a big, icky mess at a Tulsa dentist office. Last month, health officials found 

all sorts of sterilization problems at Dr. W. Scott Harrington‘s office. He surrendered his license, but there 

was concern 7,000 of his patients was exposed to certain diseases. So far 3,122 people have been tested, 

and now those concerns have been validated. 57 people tested positive for Hepatitis C, three for Hep B and 

at least one for HIV. Of course the patients could have picked up the funk elsewhere, but who wants to 

chance that? There are still nearly 4,000 people who have yet to get checked out. This gives a whole new 

meaning to the phrase ―I‘d rather get a root canal.‖  Duration: 01:29 

 
 

Issue:  GOVERNMENT 

 

Date: April 13, 2013. President Barack Obama has announced plans to give back 5% of his salary to the U. 

S. Treasury, as a sign of solidarity to the workers affected by the recent furloughs. The President makes 

$400,000 a year, so that comes out to $20,000 that will be given back. Secretary of State John Kerry has 

also announced plans to give back 5% of his government salary. $9,175 will be donated, but no to the 

Treasure Department. ―Rather than contribute to the Treasury, he‘s going to contribute to a charity that 

benefits State Department employees ―said U. S. Department of State spokesperson Victoria Nuland. 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel is also jumping on the giving back bandwagon, donating $10,750, or 14 

days of pay. Duration: 01:45 

 

Date: June 14, 2013.  Sure it‘s only June, but in Austin, Governor Rick Perry is already getting ready for 

the holidays. House Bill 308 – also known as the ―Merry Christmas Bill‖, was signed early on Friday. This 

bill brings public school, and display religious scenes like the nativity or symbols like menorahs. This 

Merry Christmas Bill ironically ensures that not just one religion is represented, but that all religious 

expression towards the holidays is part of school‘s atmosphere. The hope with this is to allow teachers to 

educate students about the history and roots of different religions. So, gone is that ridiculous political 

correctness of ―Holiday Trees‖ and generic ―Happy Holidays‖. Now, without fear of legal action being 

taken, a Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah can casually be said in passing, as it should be. Duration: 

01:55 

 

Issue:  ECONOMY  

 

Date: April 20, 2013. There are lots of ways to track the economy: stock markets, inflation, retail spending 

and the national debt. The most accurate, however, may be right under our nose—or ties, that is. London 

retailer very.co.uk put together a study tracking the sales of women‘s shoes through the past few years of 

economic turmoil. What they found was that, while sales of women‘s shoes didn‘t necessarily decline 

during periods of recession, the size of their heels did. ―During hard economic times, for me at least, I tend 

to have more of a low key lifestyle,‖ said one shopper we spoke with. The folks at very.co.uk are calling it 

the Footsie Index, suggesting that high heels represent a more carefree attitude, while flats are indicative of 

stability. In other words, it‘s all in our heads. ―When I want to feel a certain way when I go out, I‘ll wear 

heels, says Sarah Haghpeykar, Assistant Manager at Village area boutique, Willa. ―But when I‘m just, like, 

comfortable and, like, ―whatever, I‘m just going to be me, ―I wear my flats.‖ Color also played a role. 

Researchers found that during more prosperous times, women were apt to buy brighter colors, and tended 

toward drab tomes during tougher periods. So guys, if you‘re curious whether things are looking up or 

down, forget all the fancy market apps, a peek in your lady‘s she closet may be all you need.  Duration: 

02:38 

 

Date: May 18, 2013. Your next Texans tailgate might run into a major roadblock this summer. Retail beef 

prices are at an all-time high --$5.30 a pound. Wholesale beef went up, too – 24 cents a pound. It‘s so bad, 

McDonald‘s is dropping their one-third pound Angus Burgers from their menu along with the Angus 

Wraps. Instead they seem to be adopting Chick-fil-A‘s ―Eat Mor Chikin‖ slogan and putting the hard sell 

on their new chicken wraps (They‘re pretty good, by the way). But back to beef—why have the prices gone 

so high this year? I mean, it‘s not like we had a Mad Cow scare like back in 2003. That was the previous 



price peak. Joe Tribunella, general manager at Grill Masters Meat Co. in Houston, explains, ―We‘ve had a 

pretty good serious drought this past year in the Midwest, and what that has done is drive feed costs up.‖ 

That drought and a late freeze also led to the smallest cattle herds since 1952. And fewer cows mean less 

beef. Plus corn prices have doubled since demand for ethanol‘s gone up as a gas alternative. So what‘s this 

mean to you? Well, besides fewer menu options at Micky D‘s, you can expect prices to go up in other 

restaurants, and probably a lot more chicken on the grill at the next tailgate. ―If you order a beef tenderloin, 

it‘s almost a hundred bucks for an entire tenderloin,‖ says Alex Watts, a chef who runs a catering business 

with her husband. ―It‘s ridiculous!‖ Ronny Merida has noticed the price jump at his local meat market: ―I 

used to pay like $3.99 for one pound of fajita (meat) and now it‘s almost over $5.‖ Jason Rung says, ―I 

haven‘t bought beef in a long time. I usually stick to chicken and fish.‖ Janel Williams says she‘s switched 

to a lower-priced grocery store to combat the price hikes, ―It‘s only chicken now. No more beef.‖ If the 

prices keep rising and folks keep cutting back, the Beef Council may have to change their famous slogan to 

―Beef…it‘s what‘s *not* for dinner!‖ Duration: 03:31 

 

Issue:  CRIME 

 

Date: May 12, 2013. The brother of an 8-year-old California girl who was stabbed to death last month has 

now been charged with homicide. Law enforcement in Calaveras County made the announcement on 

Saturday. The story made headlines in late April when the 12-year-old brother of Leila Fowler reported 

seeing an intruder flee their home before finding his sister with stab wounds. After an exhaustive search for 

the suspect, police have now arrested the brother. Duration: 01:06 

 

Date: May 12, 2013. Investigators in Kansas believe they have found the remains of an 18-month-old girl 

who had been missing since her mother and two other men were found dead last week. They believe Lana 

Bailey was killed at the Ottawa, Kansas farm with her mother 21-year-old Kaylie Bailey, and 30-year-old 

Andrew Stout, and her body dumped elsewhere. 27-year-old Kyle Flack has been arrested and charged with 

those murders, along with the murder of 31-year-old Steven White. Duration: 01:00 

 

Date: June 1, 2013. Bloods, Crips, and creeps take notice. Harris County citizens are fighting back. And 

they‘re taking their troubles to court. Harris County Attorney (www.co.harris.tx.us/coatty) Vince Ryan and 

the Brays Oaks Management District (www.braysoaksmd.org) are in court this week to get a judge to 

declare key members of the Bloods, Crips, and Most Wanted gangs to be public nuisances. The lawsuit 

wants the judge to keep 16 gang members totally away from the three-quarter square mile area known as 

The Bray‘s Oak Safety Zone. And if cops catch them, they could end up in jail for a year and fined $4,000. 

Among the 16 gang members is the guy charged with wounding rapper Trae Tha Truth and killing three 

people at a concert in June of last year. Someone killed an eyewitness before he could testify. In the past 

two years, the program has shut down three after-hours clubs, placed two convenience stores under a 

permanent injunction, and put the 51 owners of a gang-infested condominium complex under permanent 

injunction and receivership. The county and the neighborhoods still have more to do. But sometimes, to 

clean up the streets, you have to do it one piece of trash at a time. 04:48 

 

Issue:  FAMILY ISSUES 

 

Date: April 6, 2013. We‘ve all heard stories about cats stuck in trees. In January, the Missouri City Fire 

Department responded to a call for a NeNe stuck in a tree. NeNe is Samantha White‘s grandma, Renee 

Brown, who was stuck hanging from a tree when her ladder fell. Samantha says, ―I had to call 9-1-1. I said 

bring the firemen over.‖ Help arrived just in time. Josh Calloway of the Missouri City Fire Department 

says, ―She was very close to hitting the ground hard.‖ But she didn‘t thanks to Samantha. So to honor 

Samantha and mark National Nine One-One Education Month, Missouri City recognized the 5 year old as a 

hero. In addition to a plaque and some presents, Samantha got to ride in a fire truck. This event is one 

Samantha, her family and her rescuers will always remember.  Duration: 01:38 

 

Date: May 11, 2013. Everyone wants to be a winner. Well today is the day. Received this flyer in the mail 

recently? Or heck even if not, you‘re still winning. What did I win you ask? The amazing chance to help 

the National Association of Letter Carriers in their 21
st
 Annual ‗Stamp Out Hunger‘ Food Drive, by filling 

a bag with food that will feed hungry families. Winners went to the store, bought some non-perishable food 

http://www.co.harris.tx.us/coatty
http://www.braysoaksmd.org/


items like tuna, peanut butter, soup, pasta, rice, beans and other essential items, moving them directly 

toward the winners circle. They placed the items in a bag next to the mailbox and local carriers did the rest, 

making sure the donation gets to the local Food Bank. Winners are celebrating, right now, in over 10,000 

cities across our great nation, and if by chance you didn‘t reach winner status today, well that‘s impossible, 

if everyone helps to stamp out hunger we all win.  Duration: 01:41 


