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SECTION I. Issues 
 

A) Elderly Minnesotans Health and Wellness:  A 2017 study done by mncompass.org stated 
that there are currently about 806,000 adults age 65 and older in Minnesota, making up 
about 15 percent of the population. Two decades from now, that population is projected 
to top 1.3 million, and more than one out of every five Minnesotans will be an older adult. 
Older adults are among those at greatest risk for the coronavirus and many of the familiar 
services that help them stay independent in their homes may not be available or may 
offer different or more limited services.  

B) Racism/Race Relations:  A 2017 statewide health survey revealed that the rate of 
homeownership for white people in Minnesota is three times the rate for African-
Americans (76 percent vs. 22 percent). The homeownership disparity creates new 
disparities when, for example, programs or policies are designed to benefit homeowners 
but not renters.  

C) Youth Development:  COVID-19 will have a lasting impact on area youth and being socially 
distant while they develop.  With youth sports and activities being canceled due to COVID-
19 it’s important for parents to keep their children active and growing in other ways. 
According to the Minnesota Department of Health parents should be watching their 
children for signs of stress and behavioral change. 

D) Teen Vaping:  According to the Minnesota Student Survey, since 2016, among eighth-
graders, vaping rose from 5.7 percent to 11.1 percent.  Among ninth-graders, vaping rose 
from 9.3 percent to 16.3 percent.  Among 11th-graders, vaping rose from 17.1 percent to 
26.4 percent. 

SECTION II – Responsive Programs 

MINNESOTA MATTERS is a weekly locally produced public affairs program that discusses matters of 
importance to Minnesotans.  Minnesota Matters runs every Sunday morning on both KRFO-FM and 
KQCL for 30 minutes from 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 a.m.  

4/5/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19/legislative updates, AARP offers resources for older Minnesotans 

during COVID-19, 2nd Harvest Heartland update, U-MAC deals with coronavirus 
impact. 

Program Description:   During the program Tasha gave a breakdown of how the legislative session was 
going at the Capital during COVID-19, and what relief Minnesotans may be 
seeing from a dollar standpoint. Scott delves into what resources are available 



to retired Minnesotans during COVID-19, what’s open, and how do you apply 
online. 

 
4/12/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19/legislative updates, Alzheimer’s patient resources, Mayo mental 

health tips, economic impact on local sports. 

Program Description:   During the program Tasha gave a breakdown of how the legislative session was 
going at the Capital during COVID-19, and the divide that is beginning to show 
between Republicans and Democrats over emergency orders from the 
Governor. Scott talks with doctors from the Mayo clinic about staying mentally 
healthy while being in quarantine.  

 
4/19/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19/insulin bill, Salvation Army helping, UofM’s Coventor, Carter Coughlin 

gets ready for NFL draft. 

Program Description:   During the program Bill goes in depth with the recent emergency insulin bill that 
recently passed the House and Senate that enables a one-time $35 payment for 
a 30-day supply of insulin for those that need it. Tasha speaks with the 
University of Minnesota students that created an inexpensive and easy to 
produce ventilator for COVID-19 patients.  

 
4/26/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19 updates from State Capitol, State Fair’s Jerry Hammer on prospects 

for 2020, boat safety, BIR’s Kristie Copham. 

Program Description:   During the program Bill gives an update on the legislative session and whether 
or not there could be a special session looming as both parties are far apart on a 
state bonding bill. Scott speaks with the Minnesota State Fair Director Jerry 
Hammer on the possibility of having the State Fair during a pandemic, and what 
it would mean for local 4-H and FFA students. Tasha goes over boating safety 
with the Minnesota DNR as the fishing opening is right around the corner.  

 
5/3/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19 updates from State Capitol, NAMI-MN offers free online mental 

health classes in May, teen vaping is up, UofM student scores big on college 
Jeopardy. 

Program Description:   During the program Bill gives an update on the legislative session and where the 
two sides are in terms of comparable bills still in the House and Senate. Scott 
reports on a recent survey that was sent out showing teen vaping usage has 
risen dramatically over the last year.  

 
5/10/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   Minnesota’s plan for congregate-care residents amid COVID-19, MN fishing 

opener, Tiger sanctuary in MN, new Gopher softball coach Piper Ritter. 

Program Description:   During the program Scott goes over what Minnesota’s Department of Health is 
doing in terms of assisting providers of residents in a care setting stay healthy 
and avoid contracting COVID-19. Bill goes over the not-too-political history of 



the cross-aisle Minnesota Governor fishing opener, and offers up what it might 
look like during a pandemic.  

 
5/17/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   Stay at home order lifted with restrictions, a look at the benefits of propane in 

MN, American Legion Baseball—canceled for the summer. 

Program Description:   During the program Scott goes over what Minnesota residents are able to do 
with the Stay at Home order being lifted by Gov. Walz. Mike breaks down what 
a legion-less summer looks like for area youth baseball players and what it’s 
affect will be long-term with a sport that has had dwindling numbers compared 
to past decades.  

 
5/24/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   COVID-19 restrictions loosened, absentee voting with Sec State Simon, AAA MN, 

local gyms remain closed. 

Program Description:   During the program Bill goes over what Minnesota residents are able to do with 
more restrictions being loosened, and what getting a haircut during COVID-19 
will be like. Tasha goes over how absentee balloting will work during COVID-19 
and two pending lawsuits over witness signatures that could change 
Minnesota’s absentee ballot. 

 
5/31/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   Death of George Floyd and its aftermath, COVID-19, MN youth baseball plans 

for summer. 

Program Description:   During the program Scott discusses the death of George Floyd, and the 
continued protests, and what will policing look like in the future. Bill talks with 
the Minnesota Department of Health about COVID-19 positive cases beginning 
to fall, even after more restrictions had been lifted. 

 
6/7/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   George Floyd and the aftermath of his death, U of M Dr. Abigail Gewirtz on how 

parents can help kids deal with traumatic news events, Gopher wide receiver 
Rashod Batemen on calls for social change 

Program Description:   During the program Bill further discusses the death of George Floyd, and the 
devastation of Minneapolis businesses in and around the scene. Tasha looks to 
the University of Minnesota on how parents can approach talking about the 
death of George Floyd with their children and other traumatic events they may 
deal with in the future.  

 
6/14/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   A special session preview, MMA promotes good health practices amid COVID-

19, Explore MN on tourism impact of COVID-19, MIAC update 



Program Description:   During the program Bill looks at the upcoming special session and whether 
there will be any compromise on policing bills, a bonding bill, or any second 
round of COVID-19 relief coming to Minnesotans. Scott discusses COVID-19’s 
affect on Minnesota’s tourism dollars as many are not traveling or vacationing 
due to fears surrounding COVID-19.  

 
6/21/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   Political repercussions from COVID-19/police accountability issues, local 

filmmakers highlight small businesses, MN State Colleges and Universities reach 
out to keep students, NASCAR and social change 

Program Description:   During the program Bill discusses at length what may happen in November as 
the Minnesota legislature has failed to get much done this year amid partisan 
issues. Mike goes into detail about Bubba Wallace in NASCAR and a noose being 
found in his garage, and what it means to sports fans in regards to the 
discussion about race and racism in the locker room.  

 
6/28/2020  
Issue(s) Discussed:   A special session recap, MNsure enrollment avid COVID-19, insight from MN 

National Guardsman Zach Duckworth on aftermath of George Floyd’s killing, 
Northwoods League preps for return to play 

Program Description:   Bill discusses nothing getting done during a special session and that another is 
likely to be called in July. Police policies will likely be discussed during the July 
special session. Scott talks to a Minnesota National Guardsman about their 
experience serving during the protests and the way it changed his perspective as 
to what Black Lives Matter really stands for.   

 
 

MINNESOTA MILITARY RADIO is a weekly locally produced program that airs on both KRFO-FM and 
KQCL each Sunday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  With nearly 370,000 veterans and tens of thousands of 
guard and reserve troops, Minnesota is a state committed to supporting our friends and neighbors who 
serve in the military.   

 
4/5/2020  
Issues Discussed:   COVID-19, Disaster Relief/Grants, Education 

Program Description:   A COVID-19 update from the Director of Minnesota Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, learn about Disaster Relief and Special Needs Grants 
from the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, talk with the 34th 
Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade deployed in the Middle East and get an 
update from our Minnesota Association of County Veterans Service Officers. 

 
4/12/2020  
Issues Discussed:   COVID-19, Healthcare, Veteran Legislative Issues 

Program Description:   We get a Covid-19 update from the Commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Affairs, check-in with the Director of the Minneapolis 



VA Health Care System, and get a legislative update from the Disabled American 
Veterans, Department of Minnesota. 

4/19/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Environmental, Education 

Program Description:   We learn about efforts to make Earth Day every day for the Minnesota National 
Guard and the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs and get an update 
from the Minnesota Patriot Guard. 

4/26/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Veteran Legislative Issues, Education 

Program Description:   We host a virtual Veterans Day on the Hill panel discussion co-hosted by the 
National Commander of the DAV with the Chairman of the Commanders Task 
Force and two members of the Minnesota House of Representatives. We also 
get an update from our Senior Enlisted Advisor. 

5/3/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Education, Veteran Support Groups 

Program Description:   We meet the civilian team that supports the Minnesota National Guard, meet 
with Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Network’s Central Lakes College and get an 
update from Minnesota Association of County Veterans Service Officers. 

5/10/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Elections, Healthcare, Education 

Program Description:   We discuss Absentee Voting with Secretary of State Steve Simon, check in with 
the Vietnam Veterans of America organization and learn about the Need for 
Nurses at the Minneapolis VA Health Care System. 

5/17/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Veteran Support Groups, Education, Metal Health 

Program Description:   We talk with the Tee It Up for the Troops organization, meet with the 
Commander of the 148th Fighter Wing and get an update from the MN Patriot 
Guard. 

5/24/2020  
Issues Discussed:   COVID-19, Financial Education 

Program Description:   We meet with an infectious disease specialist from the Minneapolis VA Health 
Care System, learn about a new Beyond the Yellow Ribbon company Securian 
Financial, and get an update from our Senior Enlisted Advisor. 

5/31/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Mental Health, Education 

Program Description:   We meet with the Commander of the 133rd Airlift Wing, discuss Suicide 
Prevention with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs and get an 
update from the Minnesota Association of County Veterans Service Officers. 



6/7/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Veteran Benefits/Healthcare, Deployment During A Pandemic, Race Relations 

Program Description:   We meet with the Adjutant General of the Minnesota National Guard and 
discuss their state mission, talk to the Undersecretary of Benefits for the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs and get an update from the Minneapolis VA 
Health Care System. 

6/14/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Education 

Program Description:   We discuss Veteran Education and Employment with the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Affairs, meet with the Commander of Camp Ripley 
Training Center and get an update from the MN Patriot Guard. 

6/21/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Healthcare, Unemployment, Financial Education 

Program Description:   We learn about the My Health𝘦Vet program at the Minneapolis VA Health Care 
System, discuss Veteran unemployment with the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development and get an update from our Senior 
Enlisted Advisor. 

6/28/2020  
Issues Discussed:   Education, Mental Health 

Program Description:   We meet with the Commander of the 1st Brigade, 34th Infantry Division and 
learn about their mission at the National Training Center/Fort Irwin, discuss 
Veteran issues with the Chairman of the Commanders Task Force and get an 
update from our Minnesota Association of County Veterans Service Officers. 

 

 

 

 


