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July 2020

1. Local Officials Strongly Urge Precautions As Coronavirus Cases 
“Explode”: (July 1, 2020, 8am-:30) The city of Stephenville deciding to delay 
all 4th of July festivities due to the sudden increase of positive coronavirus 
tests. In a statement Tuesday, Erath County Judge Alfonso Campos said 
there have been 86 positive tests results just in the past week. The increase 
in cases has included an increase in hospitalizations, as well. Campos is 
strongly recommending everyone take some measures to help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. That includes wearing a face covering in public, 
practicing social distancing of at least six feet, washing your hands often, and 
stay home if you don’t need to be out.

2. Manhunt On In Brownwood: (July 3, 2020, 8am-:30) On the crime beat, 
down in Brownwood, police are searching for a man they say broke into two 
homes on Thursday, then barricaded himself in one of the homes before 
escaping a SWAT Team standoff. 35 year-old Selse Ortiz Martinez should be 
considered armed and dangerous, police say. Brownwood Police said in a 
statement that officers had been searching for Martinez because of a felony 
warrant for drug charges. When they encountered him at the public library, 
Martinez fled to a home in the 2300 block of 12th Street, where he broke in 
and pulled a gun on the occupant. He then fled out the back of that home, 
down the alley and into a second home in the 2400 block of 13th Street. As 
officers were trying to get the woman and small children inside to safety, they 
say Martinez got away. If you know where he is, call police.

3. Tarleton State Confirms 34 Layoffs Due To Budget Cuts: (July 16, 2020, 8am-
:30) – Tarleton State University President Dr. James Hurley confirming that 
there will be some layoffs amid budget cuts forced by the coronavirus 
pandemic. In a letter to faculty and staff last week, Hurley said that the budget 
shortfall was simply too much to overcome without reducing operating 
budgets and cutting the workforce. All employees affected by the layoffs were 
to be told by this past Friday.

4. Burn Ban In Effect For Erath County: (July 21, 2020, 8am-:30) Erath 
County Judge Alfonso Campos has issued a burn ban for the county that is 
now in effect. Campos says the dry conditions make it too dangerous for open 
burning. V iolation of the ordinance is considered a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a 500 dollar fine. Campos said there haven’t been any serious fire 
problems here yet, but in the Panhandle, there have been some significant 
troubles with open fires getting out of control.



5. 22 Year-Old Man Held For Capital Murder In Comanche County Triple 
Killing: (July 28, 8am-:30) A murder suspect in Comache County has been 
jailed on a 3-million dollar bond. 22 year-old Brendan Jenkins was arrested 
for the triple killing, according to Sheriff Chris Pounds. Pounds did not release 
any further details about the incident other than what was posted on 
Facebook on Sunday. That post said deputies responded to the 2900 block of 
Highway 2921 in the Oliver Springs Community. The caller, apparently 
Jenkins himself, admitted to dispatchers that he had shot the three victims. 
The bodies of 63 year-old Earl Stephens and 18 year-old Ashlyn Smith were 
removed from the home by a coroner, while 62 year-old Patricia Stephens 
was reporteldy still alive. She was flown to JPS Hospital in Fort Worth where 
she later died of her injuries. Jenkins is being held for capital murder.



August 2020

1. Erath County Surpasses 400 Coronavirus Cases Total: (August 4, 2020, 
8am-:30) Total coronavirus cases in Erath County have now surpassed the 
400 mark. The latest daily update posted on the county’s website Monday 
showed 403 total cases since the outbreak began. The total number of active 
cases now stands at 64, which does continue to show a nice downward trend 
in the past week. A week ago, the county was at 94 active cases. Five new 
cases were identified in the past 24 hours, with one of those patients living in 
Stephenville, one in Dublin and the other three in rural Erath County. At this 
point, the number of people hospitalized in Erath County remains at 19.

2. Tarleton State Postpones Football Season To Spring: (August 11, 2020, 8am-
:30) Tarleton State University made the difficult decision Monday to 
postpoone the football season until the spring semester. Vice President for 
Intercollegiate Athletics Lonn Resiman said in a statement that the health and 
well-being of student-athletes, as well as the fans, staff and students, has 
always been the top priority. It was an even tougher decision, considering this 
is the first year that Tarleton State will compete at the Division One level of 
the NCAA. Season tocket holders are now being contacted about their 
options.

3. United Way Fish Fry Set For 8/19: (August 17, 2020, 8am-:30) – Erath County 
United Way’s annual fish fry will take place from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 19 at Newman Hall. The fish fry is ECUW’s campaign 
kickoff celebration that they host every year, with the food being prepared by 
the Knights of Columbus. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the fish fry 
event will be drive-through only. Tickets are $10 each and are available at the 
Stephenville Chamber of Commerce and all sponsoring banks including First 
Financial Bank, Lone Star Ag Credit, InterBank, Citizen’s National Bank of 
Texas, First National Bank, TexasBank and F&M Bank..

4. Erath County Tops 500 COVID-19 Cases; 15 Cases Identified Tuesday 
Alone: (August 26, 2020, 8am-:30) A big spike in coronavirus cases locally 
in the past day, unfortunately. According to the daily tracker on the Erath 
County website, 15 new coronavirus tests were identified on Tuesday. That’s 
a suuden spike from the average of 4-5 new cases that have been idenitifed 
each day for the past week, or so. Out of the latest cases, 10 of the patients 
live in Stephenville, while one lives in Dublin and the other four are in rural 
Erath County. The number of people hospitalized with COVID-19 
complications also rose by two. That number stands at 23. The number of 
active cases in Erath County also rose to 61 from 54 the previous day. In all, 
Erath County has now topped 500 positive tests since the outbreak began in 
mid-March, with a total of 506.



5. Central Elementary Students Eligible For Continued Free Meals: (July 
31, 8am-:30) Central Elemetary School students in Stephenville will continue 
to be offered free meals during the school year, outside of the normal lunch 
provided at school. Because of the pandemic, many students will continue to 
distance learn. But every enrolled student at Central will be eligible for a free 
breakfast and lunch every weekday. A statement from the school district says 
that the Community Eligibility Provision is a non-pricing meal service option 
for school districts in low-income areas.



September 2020

6. Meals On Wheels Needs Volunteers Badly: (September 1, 2020, 8am-:30) 
Erath County Meals On Wheels says it is in desperate need of volunteer 
drivers. Because of the pandemic, many older adults who normally volunteer 
their time have been staying home. While the number of volunteers have 
gone down, the number of people in need has increased greatly, according to 
Elizabeth Johnson, the director of Meals on Wheels of Erath County. If you’re 
interested in volunteering, call 254-965-3510.

7. Rodeo Heritage Week Quickly Approaching: (September 8, 2020, 8am-:30) 
Rodeo Heritage Week is quickly approaching. The event is due to begin 
September 19th in Erath County, with the 8am Cowboy Capital Barbecue 
Cookoff. Then at 10 on opening day, it’s the Cowboy Capital County Team 
Roping presented by XTreme Team Roping and Mitchell Pipe and Supply at 
the Park Your Pony area. Other events include PRCA Steer Roping Slack at 
Lone Star Arena on September 24th and a Cowboy Capital 5K and 1 Mile 
Run at Stephenville City Park on Saturday, the 26th. The closing event will be 
the Rodeo Heritage Parade on Saturday at 10am, the 26th, presented by 
TxPages Downtown Square.

8. Erath County Receives Distinguished Service Award From Texas Historical 
Commission: (September 16, 2020, 8am-:30) – The Erath County Historical 
Commission has been awarded a Distinguished Service Award for the 2019 
year of service. This annual award affirms Erath County Historical 
Commission appointees for managing well-rounded history and preservation-
related programs that enrich Texas communities. The county commissioners 
court––the Historical Commission’s governing body––will work with the 
County Historical Commission to determine the best way to present the DSA 
certificate and publicly acknowledge County Historical Commission 
appointees for their dedicated service.

9. Retired Colonel Named Dean Of Tarleton Leadership And Military 
College: (September 21, 2020, 8am-:30) Retired U.S. Air Force Col. Kenny 
Weldon has been named dean of Tarleton State University’s new Leadership 
and Military College, effective immediately, and will continue his role as 
Commandant of the Texan Corps of Cadets. The college results from the 
rapid growth of the corps, reinstated in 2016, as a leadership development 
program. The number of cadets has almost doubled over the past four years 
to 120 strong. The corps was originally founded in 1917, when Tarleton 
became founding member of The Texas A&M University System.


