
    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 DATE:   October 10, 2015 

 

 SUBMITTED TO: WNBW PUBLIC FILE 

 

 RE:   WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT    

    Covering the period of July 1, 2015     

    through September 1, 2015 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     WNBW-TV       

   Third Quarter 2015 Quarterly Issues Report     

          Covering July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015 

 

 

 Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with community  

 members, it was determined that among the concerns of the Gainesville community 

 at-large were the following issues: 

 

    Consumer Information 

    Healthcare and Medical News 

    Education 

    Crime 

    Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half-hour weekly 

Airdate:   Saturdays and Sundays, Third Quarter 2015    

    July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015 

Airtime:   Saturdays, 5:30am and Sundays 6:30am plus various  

    other times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

   program concerning various issues in the community  

   and county.  It features people from our community  

   who are involved in bettering our lives and those who  

   live here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

ISSUE:    Local Crime     

 Program:   Police Beat 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:   Saturdays, Third Quarter 2015     

   July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015 

Airtime:   Saturdays, 2:30am and various other times throughout the 

   quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department,   

   we air this locally-produced show featuring current  

   day-to-day problems that face this local law enforcement  

   agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES     

                

 

 

ISSUE:    COMMUNITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Third Quarter 2015   

Airtime:   Sundays 6:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs program  

   which covers a wide array of community issues, including  

   health, community events and community programs benefitting 

   our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WNBW – TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

       JULY 2015      

    August 2015      

    March 2015 

 

ISSUE:   Crime/Healthcare/Consumer Information/Education/   

  Government/Hunger 

 

Program:  GTN News on NBC9 

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:  Monday-Friday, Third Quarter 2015      

  July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015    

Airtime:  6pm and 11pm 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Description: See attached for details on specific issues covered throughout the 

quarter. 
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CRIME 

7/3 6 & 11PM 

Veterans Flag Pole 

New flag poles are standing in Bronson after the Amvets Veteran Organization was 

vandalized two weeks ago.  The U.S. Army, Marine, Amvets flags—and another flag 

supporting all troops were vandalized by an unknown suspect who cut down two 

flagpoles.  More than a thousand dollars in damage was done.  Donations from 

various organizations and community members paid for the replacements.  

7/22   6 & 11pm 

 GPD vs. Dignity Village 

 Gainesville Police training division officers reviewed the video captured on a cell 

phone by a dignity village resident.  The struggle was recorded around 6 last night 

after an officer attempted to arrest  a man on a felony drug warrant.  Authorities say 

the strikes the oher officers were using target a nerve-motor point on the back of the 

shoulder area and some of the more powerful strikes you see were taught in training.  

Police say that more than 50 angry residents came over to the scene and a woman 

punched an officer in the head.  Witnesses say no one was trying to fight police.  Two 

people were arrested and charged with obstructing the investigation.  One officer 

broke his hand during the fight and another had injuries to her hand and arms.  Police 

will be increasing patrols at dignity village to cut down on crime. 

7/24   6 & 11pm 

 Patient Documents 



 Boxes of important abandoned documents were located in Levy County.  With identity 

theft the way it is today, patient information was found lying in the grass in a bare 

area behind the Days Inn Hotel in Chiefland.  There were boxes with hundreds of 

pages of personal documentation and confidential information pertaining to some 

businesses.  After researching the documents, the police were able to conclude all 

personal information is that of employees from K and J Custom Paint and Body that is 

now out of business.  All the documents were taken off the property and the police 

say thay plan to destroy the files if they can’t find who they belong to. 

7/28   6 & 11pm 

  Prostitution Sting 

 are investigating an armed robbery reported at this hotel off Newberry Road.  

Two suspects have been captured and authorities Deputies are searching for a 

third.  When deputies arrested the suspect, they say he gave a false name and 

social security number.  It was then that the deputies learned he was wanted 

for more than just the crime in Gainesville.  Once in custody at the jail, they 

found out that he had a warrant for human trafficking in Tennessee.  His 

partner was also wanted for promoting prostitution.   

8/3   6 & 11pm 

  Child Found 

A three year old child missing for more than a year is found safe in 

Putnam County.  A Florida mom accused of kidnapping her three 

year old daughter in Sunrise Florida over a year ago has been found 

in Putnam County.  All thanks to an anonymous caller who saw the 

missing child on CNN’s the Hunt with John Walsh.  She realized the 

mother and daughter were tenants of her rental property.  After 

CNN notified the FBI of the anonymous tip, deputies were sent to 

the home where the missing girl was found with her mother.  And 

although the mother and daughter were only there for three days, 

neighbors say they felt something was suspicious about the new 

resident.  The girl is now with her father and the mother has been 

booked in the jail without bond and is charged with kidnapping, 



interference with custody and concealing a minor against  a court 

order. 

8/24   6 & 11pm 

  School Employee Takes Identity Info 

An employee from the Alachua County School district is on leave and 

faces criminal charges for identity theft.  Deputies say she committed this 

crime, using school computers.  The woman from the Alachua County 

Public Schools Transportation Division is charged for using another 

person’s identity to apply for credit cards and loans, to ultimately destroy 

the victim’s credit and it was all done on her work computer.  They found 

over 16 instances where she had used that school board computer profile 

for loans or credit cards fraudulently in the victim’s name.  She is facing 

three charges of cyber stalking, obtaining computer fraud and fraud of 

impersonating the ID of another person, which could be punishable with 

time in prison.  The investigation is ongoing. 

9/9   6 & 11pm 

 Animal Cruelty 

 Animal Cruelty Case 

 A mother and daughter in Citrus County are charged with animal cruelty, 

as well as Grand Theft.  Citrus County Police were called to an elderly 

woman’s home for a well being check up in July after concerned 

neighbors called in.  But after getting to the vacant home in July, Police 

realized that they had stumbled upon a problem much bigger.  They 

looked around the residence and could see that the dogs inside were 

rather emaciated.  And they could tell that there were cats in there also.  

They checked around the property and that’s when their concern arose a 

little bit more, because they found a dead horse.  After further 

investigation, Police determined that a mother and daughter had been 

collecting and neglecting animals, many of which they acquired through 

rescues.  The women had been moving between Kentucky, Arkansas, 



Tennessee and Florida for ten years doing the same things.  Dozens of 

animals were reportedly rescued by animal control officials, but many 

never made it out alive.  Both women have been arrested and will face 

multiple charges. 

Consumer Information 

7/10   6 & 11pm 

  Service Dog Law 

A new state law is in effect today on the use of service dogs.  The new law 

means higher penalties for those not following the rules of owning a service 

animal or not allowing one in a public area.  Service dogs are used by many 

residents in Florida and a new law was put into place today by the state that 

will have a big impact on users of service dogs and owners of businesses. 

7/14   6 & 11pm 

  Vets Job Fair 

Today is a chance for those who served our country to get some help landind a 

job.  The event was sponsored by the City of Gainesville.  Many sponsors and 

recruiters , like Santa Fe College and the University of Florida came out to talk 

to potential employees.  Veterans told us that they were glad the City was 

offering this free service.  City leaders say they will also have a resource fair for 

veterans in November. 

7/15   6 & 11pm 

  Silver Airways Ending 

 You may need to make different travel plans the next time you want to go to 

Disney World.  On August 18th, Silver Airways will discontinue service to the 

Gainesville Regional Airport, ending direct flights between Gainesville and 

Orlando.  Airline officials say they have had problems filling flights. 

7/27   6 & 11pm 

  Santa Fe River Lessoning Speed Restrictions 

 The Florida Fish and Wildlife and Suwanee River Management propose changes 

to the Santa Fe River flood zones.  Right now there are five in the entire Santa 



Fe River and they are wanting to try to make it four zones.  Zone five is the 

entire Santa Fe River with 30 miles of a no-wake zone where boats have to 

travel at slower speeds.  Officials say Zone five became a no-wake zone due to 

the rising water.  But now, the FWC is trying to ease speed restrictions so 

boaters can travel faster.  But some residents tell us that they’d be concerned 

if those idle speed zones were lifted.  They say it keeps their families safe from 

boaters speeding.  Some of the boats even cause property damage for home 

owners when they travel fast.  FWC is looking to raise the trigger level from 17 

feet to 18. 

7/30   6 & 11pm 

 RTS Bus Changes 

The Regional Transit System is making changes to bus routes after Gainesville 

City Commissioner’s approved a change.  There will be 54 bus routes, but only 

five will stay the same.  39 of those will be city routes, 10 will travel around the 

University of Florida, and there will be five “Later Gator” buses.  The changes 

come after RTS received complaints about full buses and long waits.   

 7/31 UF Emergency Drill 6 & 11pm 

An annual training program at the University of Florida known as Safe Swamp 

was held today.  UF says they do this becaue they have a commitment to public 

safety for all Gator fans, the faculty staff and students that attend football 

games, so while every game gives us an experience, an exercise of this level 

gives them a good evaluated experience.  Some of the exercises involved 

handling students under the influence, people requiring medical attention and 

in one extreme circumstance, students are exposed to a potentially hazardous 

white substance. 

 8/5   6 & 11pm 

  Rain Impacting Private Wells 

A boil water notice is in effect in Levy and Dixie County for anyone 

with private wells.  Levy County Emergency Management officials 

say if your well casings were under water, they may have been  

exposed to bacteria.  Drinking untreated water can make you sick.  

Officials recommend boiling water and drinking bottled water and 



using bleach on your well.  No word on when the boil water notice 

will be lifted.  Officials say if you have any questions to call the 

Health Department. 

8/5    6 & 11pm        

  TACT Plan for Florida Highway Patrol 

The Florida Highway Patrol is running a campaign to keep 

aggressive drivers off the road.  The campaign ticketing aggressive 

cars and trucks or “TACT” is intended to educate drivers about the 

dangers of getting behind the wheel.  Troopers will be on the 

lookout for drivers following too closely, speeding and making 

unsafe lane changes.  The “TACT” campaign runs through August 

13th. 

8/14    6 & 11pm 

  Gainesville Daycare 

Gainesville Police accused an owner of a home daycare center of 

striking a two year old with a belt multiple times.  A parent called 

police claiming their child received this punishment for soiling her 

pants. DCF was called in, as well as law enforcement, and it was 

determined that the daycare worker did become aggravated and 

struck the this child multiple times causing some pretty significant 

injuries to the child.  Officials say siblings and other children 

actually saw the child get struck.  The worker is charged with child 

abuse and the Florida Department of Children and Families is 

monitoring the suspension of the facility while it completes it’s 

investigation. 

8/19    6 & 11pm 

  Marijuana Legislation  

Marijuana activists held petition drives all across the state today.  

They are hoping to legalize the use of medical marijuana by putting 



the issue up for vote.  Groups of volunteers showed up at 

courthouses trying to gather enough signatures t allow voters to 

decide if the use of marijuana treatments should be legal.  One 

activist says she wants to be able to use medical marijuana for her 

back pain without the risk of being arrested.  The group, United For 

Care, has a February 1st deadline to turn in enough valid signatures 

to make the ballot. 

8/31     6 & 11pm 

  Mobile Incident Mapping Unit 

 The Emergency Center in Alachua County has a new unit to process 

data in emergency situations.  Alachua County Emergency 

Management has taken over the mobile incident mapping unit, a 

geographic information system.  The unit is designed to go straight 

to where the incident or emergency is occurring and provide 

mapping electronically, also saving valuable time that could be 

crucial during an emergency response.  The unit was also recently 

used in the search for missing 21 month old Lonzie Barton, by 

organizing and processing data for law enforcement as needed. 

9/1     6 & 11pm 

  Continuing Coverage on Child Porn Sting 

The Emergency Operations Center in Alachua County has a new unit 

to process data in emergency situations.  Alachua County 

Emergency Management has taken over the mobile incident 

mapping unit, a geographic information system.  The unit is a trailer 

designed to take large quantities of data and process it in a manner 

that can be visually seen and understood.  The unit is designed to 

go straight to where the incident or emergency is occurring and 

provide mapping electronically.  It is a great way of providing all 

those maps to the responders as they need it without having to 

drive all the way back to the emergency operation center to get 



their information which will then be out of date by the time they 

get back to the area that they are working.  Also valuable time 

thtaa could be crucial during an emergency response.  Officials say 

this is not the only GIS unit in the State, it is the largest that can add 

t the services that the emergency operations center already 

provide.  The unit was also recently used in the search for a missing 

child by organizing and processing data for law enforcement as 

needed. 

9/2    6 & 11pm 

  Dignity Village New Rules 

City officials drafted more stringent rules for Gainesville’s homeless 

camp that were set to take effect late last week.  Some residents 

say they are starting to see change where they are striving for 

everyone to be safe.  The new Dignity Village policy states that 

residents will have to get a permit to live at the site but the interim 

manager says the process hasn’t been put into place yet.  The site 

manager has begun to register current residents to keep better tabs 

on who’s living there.  There has also been a group put together to 

self-govern the area.  They are called Advocates who help keep the 

grounds clean and welcome new residents.  Dignity Village is 

enforcing rules to make sure no weapons are on site, no drugs are 

being sold and alcohol stays in designated areas 

9/3     6 & 11pm 

  Innovation Hub Grant 

 The Florida Innovation Hub at UF is expanding.  The U.S. Economic 

Development Administration announced an 8 million dollar grant 

for the new addition.  The University of Florida also announced that 

it will contribute 9 million dollars.  Hub leaders plan to knock down 

their wall and expand where their parking lot currently exists.  The 

Hub Director says with this expansion, they hope to encourage 



more women to get involved in start up companies as the numbers 

are currently very low.  The new wing of the incubator is important 

to the growth of small businesses that utilize this facility as they are 

already at max capacity in their current building. 

9/3    6 & 11pm 

  GPD Fair Policy 

 Local  law enforcement agencies came together for a unique 

training session today.  High ranking officers from the Alachua 

County Sheriff’s Office, Gainesville Police and UF Police spent the 

day examining what makes policing both fair and impartial.  They 

say even the best officers could manifest some type of bias.  This 

training was aimed at eliminating what’s called implicit bias which 

is subconscious action.  They are in the process of adopting some 

new protocols or adhanced protocols that would make fair and 

impartial policing a baseline for law enforcement in the community.  

In addition to the three law enforcement agencies, members of the 

community were invited to come and watch and even take part in 

the training.  Officials also examined the social science of human 

bias and were given guidance on promoting fair policing throughout 

their agency.   

9/14    6 & 11pm 

  Local Flooding Issues 

 Local flooding is causing problems all across Alachua County.  

Families in the county are concerned about recent flooding.  A 

Public Works employee tells us this is the worst flooding he has 

seen in the  past ten years and residents say flooding is causing a lot 

of problems.  The smell is really bad.  They can actually see fish in 

their backyard and they aren’t on lakefront property.  There are 

also major concerns about the water levels rising since it is already 

up 2 feet.  People are having problems getting their kids to school.  



People are worried as more rain is predicted in the coming weeks 

and the land is already saturated. 

GOVERNMENT 

 

7/15    6 & 11PM 

  GRU Advisory Board 

 Gainesville currently has the highest electrical rates in the state of Florida.  

Residents gathered at the City of Gainesville Commission meeting to express 

their opinion on the new proposal for an advisory committee to lead the 

direction of Gainesville Regional Utilities.  While some on the board and in the 

public feel the commission should continue to run the GRU, others feel it is 

necessary to separate from the Commission and become an independently run 

advisory council for GRU.  An independently run advisory council would loog at 

the operation of the utility, the contracts that the organization enters into and 

other major decision without the influence of Commission members.  And if 

the proposed advisory council is put into place, it will consist of nine members 

who will appoint members of the council. 

7/17    6 & 11pm 

  Confederate Flag and Statue Controversy 

 Over a hundred people filled downtown Gainesville waving banners and flags 

to let their voices be heard over the removal of a confederate statue. A 

Facebook post over a Confederate statue near the Alachua County 

Administration building sparks controversy.  Local activists holding signs 

against white supremacy did not hide their outrage.  But many protestors feel 

the statue is a symbol of racism.  The intersection of University and Main 

Street was lined with Confederate flags and supporters trying to get the statue 

to stay.  Others rallied behind the statue saying it’s a part of their heritage. 

7/17     6 & 11pm 

  Confederate Statue 

 While the Confederate statue may not have been on the County Commission’s 

agenda, dozens of people filled the room to let the Commissioner’s know 



whether or not the statue should stay or go.  Most of the speakers who 

showed up to the Commission meeting this morning were in favor of keeping 

the statue.  Mayy traveled from all over Florida.  Another public meeting is 

being held in front of the County Commissioners where people are being 

welcomed to voice their opinions during public comment. 

7/23   6 & 11pm 

 Sheriff Award 

Alachua County Sheriff, Sadie Darnell, is now the second female sheriff to 

become President of the Florida Sheriff’s Association.  Sheriff Darnell was 

awarded this honor after more than 30 years of service in Alachua County.  She 

served as a police officer is Gainesville, Captain, Commander of Patrol, Criminal 

investigations and narcotics, before being sworn in as the first female sheriff of 

Alachua County in 2006. 

8/11   6 & 11pm 

 Voting Rights Act Anniversary 

Today marks the 50th Anniversary of the voting Rights Act of 1965,  

a monumental law during the civil rights movement that allowed 

millions of African Americans to vote.  Many of those people 

choose not to cast their ballots.  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was 

signed into law fifty years ago by President Lyndon b. Johnson.  The 

law was a milestone for the civil rights movement by banning 

discriminatory voting practices against minorities.  One business 

owner says that the attitude amongst young African American 

voting has changed in the past 50 years.  But he wants more African 

Americans to take part in the elections this year.  According to the 

ACLU, nearly twenty five thousand new AfricanAmerican voters 

were registered by the end of 1965. 

8/18    6 & 11pm 

  County Commission Budget Meeting for Sheriff’s Office 



Will there be a cut back in school resource deputies?  There was a 

lot of discussion on that question today at the Alachua County 

Commission meeting.  The Alachua County Sheriff’s office may be 

losing ten school resource deputies due to budget cuts.  Currently, 

the Alachua County Sheriff’s office has 28 deputies under the school 

resource deputy contract.  If the budget is cut, it will bring a new 

contract that will only consist of 18 deputies, leaving ten deputies 

without jobs.  This means less funding for the Sheriff’s office 

deputies and school program.  And losing these deputies could have 

a negative effect on the schools and community.  A decision wasn’t 

finalized at today’s meeting.  The Commissioners are going to look 

at all areas that may need funding first. 

8/27    6 & 11pm 

  Court Files Released to the Public 

You no longer have to go to the court house to access public records 

in Alachua County.  Anyone can now access  Alachua County Public 

Court documents online. 

These records have always been open to the public at the 

courthouse but originally they were only available online to 

lawyers.  According to the County Clerk, responses to this new 

policy have been positive.  But some residents would refer that not 

all private matters are easily available to the public.    Originally 

they were only available online to lawyers.  One local attorney 

believes this will benefit his clients as the will be able to more fully 

understand their case.  Officials say that the number of people 

coming to the courthouse has dropped and the number of people 

viewing these records online has gone up considerably. 

 

These records have always been open to the public at the 

courthouse but originally they were only available online to 



lawyers.  According to the County Clerk, responses to this new 

policy have been positive.  But some residents would refer that not 

all private matters are easily available to the public.    Originally 

they were only available online to lawyers.  One local attorney 

believes this will benefit his clients as the will be able to more fully 

understand their case.  Officials say that the number of people 

coming to the courthouse has dropped and the number of people 

viewing these records online has gone up considerably. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 7/20   6 & 11pm 

   Irrigation 

County Commissioners are proposing an ordinance that might improve 

the pocketbooks for new home buyers.  According to recent surveys, 

nearly 60 million gallons of water is used daily in Alachua County and 

leaders are suggesting that home builders have stricter guidelines when 

it comes to installing more eco-friendly irrigation systems that require 

less water and energy to  operate. 

 7/31   6 & 11pm 

   FL Theme Parks and Zoos recognized for Healthy Options 

Theme Parks and Zoos throughout Florida are being recognized for 

providing healthy options to visitors.  The Florida Department of Health 

is highlighting these attractions on it’s website and offering a 

downloadable brochure.  Our very own Santa Fe College Teaching Zoo 

made the list for it’s walking trails and playground. 

 8/6   6 & 11pm 

   Families Trapped in Floods 

Dozens of people are stranded with no way to drive out of 

their neighborhood.  They say wild weather is to blame for 



damaging their roads and they do not know where to turn.  It 

happened in a matter of hours.  Part of Northeast 76th 

Terrace , a private road, just washed away by a creek.  A 

bridge also located on a private road nearby collapsed 

sometime and while no one was injured, it’s leaving ten more 

families with no real way out.  All of the residents could stay 

landlocked until they come up with the money to fix the 

roads.  Alachua County will not repair the roads using 

taxpayer money unless the County Commission gives 

approval.  Residents say they’ve been doing their part to 

maintain the roads but Monday’’s storm was too much to 

handle.  Not everyone has the funds to repair the damage. 

EDUCATION 

 7/20    6 & 11pm 

   Alachua County AP scores highest in Nation 

 Students are being honored for their testing performance after the 

Superintendent proposes budget cuts for Alachua County Schools.  The 

Florida Departement of Education says Alachua County students are 

getting higher SAT and advanced placement test scores than the state 

and national average.  The passing rate for Alachua County students on 

the AP Exam was 63%, which is seven percent higher than the national 

average.  SAT scores in Alachua County are nearly 200 points higher 

than the state and national averages. 

 7/29    6 & 11pm 

Alachua County Schools Awarded 3 Million Dollars 

Alachua County Public Schools received two grants to help fund free 

after school programs.  The New grants totaling nearly three million 

dollars will help fund elementary school programs.  The school board 

says these free after-school programs help families who may not be 

able to afford signing up for private organizations. 

 7/30    6 & 11pm 



   UF Debut of  Medical Education Building 

After years of planning and months of construction, the University of 

Florida has unveiled a state-of-the-art medical facility.  The George 

Harrell Medical Education Building will open it’s doors to students 

tomorrow.  The new facility allows students to learn by practicing 

different simulated health scenarios.  The building has 18 patient exam 

rooms, including two hospital rooms. 

 7/31    6 & 11pm 

   Summer Bridge Program 

East Side High School students are busy learning even though classes 

are not is session.  A four-week summer Bridge program is focused on 

helping incoming Freshman academically and socially.  Students are 

working on Science projects and taking field trips to learn outside of the 

classroom.   “Research shows how much students lose fo their 

knowledge over the summer.  And why not give them something that 

they can come to and have fun and create relationships with teachers?”  

Nearly 60 students have chosen to participate in this program to help 

prepare them for the upcoming school year. 

 7/31    6 & 11pm 

   Back To School Program 

School is just around the corner and for some people struggling to buy 

supplies, there is help.  Legacy of Hope is organizing the 4th annual 

School Supplies Drive for the Back to School Summer Block Party in the 

Porter Community.  Everyone involved wants to see that all children 

were learning and make sure they had the tools to succeed.  The event 

is open to the public.  Over 300 backpacks have already been donated 

and more are expected. 

 8/12    6 & 11pm 

   Homeschool Update 

After the backlash from homeschooling families over a 

proposed policy, Alachua County’s Superintendent is taking 

action.  He announced a new group, consisting of homeschool 



parents and district staff members will be collaborating on a 

new policy.  Parents were upset by the first policy which 

would have required homeschool families to submit more 

information about themselves than state law requires.  

 8/26    6 & 11pm 

   First Day of School Bus Safety 

School is back in session and that means more students 

walking, riding their bikes and taking the bus.  That’s why the 

Sheriff’s office is reminding drivers it’s important to show 

down and pay close attention to the flashing yellow lights as 

school bus drivers will be stopping to pick up students.  

According to the Florida Department of Education, more than 

twenty thousand drivers illegally pass school buses each day.  

Failure to obey this traffic law can result in an injury or even 

death. 

 8/26    6 & 11pm 

   ACT Scores are Good 

Alachua County Public School students are once again making 

high marks on college testing.  This year, Alachua students 

outperformed students both statewide and nationwide on 

the ACT exam.  The district credits the success to it’s new 

method of administering the exam during the school day and 

making it free to all students.  This year, 1700 students took 

the exam.  That’s 44 percent more than usual.  The district is 

hoping to continue this practice. 

HEALTHCARE 

 7/22    6 & 11pm 

   UF Grant 



University of Florida Health Researchers received a new Federal Grant.  

The 2.5 million dollar grant will fund a five year study on post-surgical 

pain in patients.  The study will include up to 500 patients who have a 

procedure at UF Health facility.  It will tract the first seven days after 

surgery and again six months later.  Experts plan to recruit patients 

later in the Summer. 

 9/7    6 & 11pm 

   State Surgeon General 

 The Florida Department of Health is working to get Floridians 

healthy.  He is on a “Health in all Places” tour.  While on the 

road, he stopped at the Dixie County Courthouse to speak 

with Commissioners and residents about healthy living.  One 

of the initiatives this year is to combine cleaning up the 

community with physical activity and walking.  So it is a two 

part effort.  Every stop promotes a different theme of healthy 

living.  According to the Florida Department of Health, they 

have done bike riding and canoeing in other counties.  So the 

event is all about encouraging residents to get outside and 

get active.  One way you can do that is by helping the florida 

Department of Health clean up.   The Surgeon General has 

been touring the coastal counties recently and plans to 

continue speaking at every county in the state of Florida for 

the health and all places tour.   

 9/8    6 & 11pm 

   Children Cancer Origami 

 A time to remember children who lost their lives to this 

terrible disease and to support those battling it ever day.  We 

talked to a mother who lost her son to cancer last year and is 

now looking to help raise funds for research.  “Joey” was a 

very talented child, he was in gifted program in elementary 

school…he played violin and was also an artist, he love to 



paint and did that almost every day.  He passed away after 

being diagnosed with a rare form of kidney cancer.  Before he 

passed away, he left his mother a collection of his paintings, 

including a picture of a dragon he left unfinished.  That’s why 

Kathy, his mother, started Joey’s Wings—an organization 

dedicated to raising awareness about childhood cancer.  To 

help fund research, she holds two fundraising events each 

year and sells jewelry and mobile origami cranes. UF Health is 

displaying over 2,000 origami cranes like these to represent 

the lives lost every year to this disease.  It is a sad symbol of 

the flight of them leaving this world to maybe a better place.  

Doctors at UF Health say they treat a number of childhood 

cancer cases each year.  They say part of the problem lies in 

funding pediatric cancer.  The amount received from the 

government is low or flat over the years but are hoping that 

with more research they can one day find a cure.   

HUNGER    6 & 11pm 

 8/12  Expanding the Free Lunch Program 

Students in 27 different schools across Alachua County are 

getting free breakfast and lunch. The program is entering it’s 

second year and is funded by the US Department of 

Agriculture.  The schools that were selected were based on 

the percentage of students who already participate in 

reduced price lunch programs.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  


