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Listing of Problems and Needs 
 
 

 1. ECONOMIC & DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT/JOBS/TOURISM 

 2. POLITICAL/GOVERNMENTAL 

 3. HEALTH CARE DEVELOPMENTS 

 4. EDUCATION 

 5. CRIME PREVENTION & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 6. ELDERLY/HANDICAPPED/MINORITY GROUPS/RACISM 

 7. ENVIRONMENT 

 8. YOUTH 

 9. SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
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TYPICAL AND ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAMS IN 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

 
Local 

 
Since  November 28, 1999, KXLT Television, Inc. licensee of KXLT, has broadcast the 
following programming in response to the issues and programs need for this quarter. 

 
 

**** FOX 47 News @ 9  
Locally produced   
 

      News @ 9       M-F, Sun  9p-9:30p 
       
 

Latest information and periodic in-depth background stories, which air during the news.  
All appear in 9:00 pm news unless otherwise noted, with possible rebroadcast, in 
original or re-edited form, in subsequent reports. 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

1-5 Builders in both Rochester and Byron say they've seen a big decrease in the number of new 
homes being sold and those figures are showing up in the number of building permits the city is issuing.. 
 
1-10 Fortune Magazine released its list of the top 100 places in the nation to work.  Mayo Clinic 
jumped 17 places from 89th to 62nd on the list. 
 
1-12 A small-owned wireless company is making waves in rural Minnesota communities.  Ridge 
Runner Internet Services started two years ago... bringing high-speed internet services to smaller towns 
like Altura and Dover. 
 
1-17 The Hormel Institute is asking the community to help fund its new 20 million dollar expansion.  
Volunteers for the Institute just released their plans to recognize these donors. 
 
2-3 It's been nearly 30 years since the Rochester Area Builder's Home Show made its first 
appearance at the Mayo Civic Center. 
 
2-9 Local tourism officials are hoping to target new trends in travel.  Representatives from 39 counties 
in Southern Minnesota met in Austin yesterday to talk tourism. 
 
2-21 An overcrowded jail and an anxious community are putting pressure on the Mower County Board 
to build a new justice center. 
 
2-26 DM&E will *not* be getting a multi-billion dollar federal loan which they were banking on in order 
to expand and upgrade their tracks. 
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3-10 Two weeks after the department of transportation denied D-M and E's loan request... Area 
lawmakers are still praising the government's decision. 
 
3-30 A state housing grant is giving some Albert Lea homeowners an opportunity for home 
improvement 

 
 

2. Political/Governmental 
 

1-2  Iowa lawmakers head back to the capitol next week.  Democratic leaders say early childhood 
education -- and more money -- will be a priority.  
 
1-4 Along with the rest of the house and senate members...The two newly elected Minnesota leaders 
are sworn into office. 
 
1-17 Comedian and Minnesota native Al Franken appears to be taking steps toward a possible run 
against Senator Norm Coleman. 
 
1-21 Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty will release his budget proposal tomorrow... outlining how he 
will pay for many of the things he announced in his state of the state speech. 
 
1-27 It's been a topic of conversation since Governor Pawlenty's State of the State speech two weeks 
ago.  What will be done with Minnesota's state surplus? 
 
2-12 Democratic presidential candidate and former Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack will appear Thursday 
on "Jay Leno." 
 
2-14 Comedian and author Al Franken makes it official... announcing that he will run for the U-S 
Senate in 2008. 
 
2-15 A proposed statewide workplace smoking ban continues to move through the legislature intact. 
 
2-17 Congressman Tim Walz swung by HyVee at Barlow Plaza ... checking out what people had in 
their carts and on their minds... including the war in Iraq and the DME expansion. 
 
2-20 Almost 2 months into her freshman year as a newly elected senator... Amy Klobuchar is taking a 
three-day tour across the state. 
 
3-29   A lot of the talk coming out of St. Paul these days deals with health care and income taxes. 
 Local Senators Dave Senjem and Ann Lynch are both serving on committees responsible for 
coming up with the two proposals... but they couldn't disagree more when it comes to what you should be 
paying. 

 
 
 

3. Health Care Developments 
 
1-3 Surgeons at Mayo Clinic have done it again... successfully separating the formerly conjoined 
twins who now begin the process of recovery. 
 
1-10 Members of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society stop by Austin to talk about the 
advancements in M-S research. 
 
1-12 Mayo's Children's Hospital is getting national recognition from a national magazine.  February's of 
Child Magazine issue... lists the top children's hospitals in the nation... Eugenio Litta ranks 38th. 
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1-19 Mayo Clinic says there are promising initial results for a new ovarian cancer treatment. 
 
1-26 Governor Tim Pawlenty was one of many people on hand to witness the unveiling of the 
Minnesota partnership research facility. 
 
2-1 Bringing in a new wave of medical students... some area high schoolers got a look into the 
industry... from some of the best.  
 
2-6 An outbreak of herpes among high school wrestlers...continues to spread.  Six more schools 
have reported cases of the virus...bringing the total to 16 teams and 40 wrestlers effected by the 
outbreak. 
 
2-8 The Minnesota Department of Health says two more children have died from influenza. 
 
2-9  Patients who have experienced a change in life because of care they've received at Mayo Clinic 
had a chance to say thank you.  
 
2-12 And tonight... a Minnesota doctor is in Rochester talking about the ethics of stem cell research. 
 
2-14 The American Red Cross is teaming up with Saturn of Rochester to host a bone marrow drive on 
Saturday. 
 
3-6 The Cerro Gordo County Department of Public Health is now offering a vaccine that could help 
reduce cancer for women.  
 
3-7 Its an advanced piece of medical machinery. C-t scanners have been a revolutionary tool in 
detecting lung cancer... But new research shows it actually may not be any more beneficial for patients 
than other techniques. 
 
3-8 A Mayo Clinic summit is offering up ideas to policy makers... on how to cut the fat. 
 
3-26 It's the final test for Mower County contestants who are trying to get thin to win.  Weigh-ins took 
place at the Austin Y-M-C-A for the finale of the United Way Get-Fit Contest.  More than  900 people 
signed up for the contest back in January 
 
 

 
 
 

4. Education 
 

1-8 A plan to end high school early for some students is being rejected by Rochester Schools. 
 
1-9 In Austin, a new trend in early education is making an impression on the rest of the state. 
 
1-28 In 2005 voters in Lyle barely passed an 8 million dollar referendum for a new school, now, nearly 
two years later the town comes together to dedicate the new, state of the art facility.  
 
1-30 Leading D-F-L lawmakers want to expand all-day, every day kindergarten. They also want to 
hand out grants that parents could use to enroll their children in pre-kindergarten programs. 
 
2-2 the Rochester School district is looking north... and following the lead of a Twin Cities School 
district, giving Rochester students some additional high education opportunities. 
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2-4 With the dangerously cold temperatures in our area, Cochrane Fountain City School will be 
delayed two hours. 
 
2-8 A local foundation wants to make sure your kids are ready for school. 
 
2-11 Their circulation may not be the size of a daily newspaper... but one local school paper is 
rewarded with a big honor. 
 
2-13 Professional actors from the Minneapolis Guthrie Theatre are showing local high schoolers some 
Shakespearian stage tips. 
 
2-19 85... students from grades 5 through 8 gave it their best shot at today's regional spelling bee... 
 
2-27 A new multi-million dollar elementary school could find a home in Rochester.  The school board is 
meeting right now to find out how to best proceed with high enrollment projections. 
 
3-6 It's a move Iowa’s top teacher hopes will lower their drop-out rate.  Iowa's education director 
wants to raise the state's dropout age.  
 
3-25 The Minnesota Senate has approved the biggest budget bill on its plate...It is a 13-point-five 
Billion dollar package for public schools 
 
3-28 It's been occurring all over our area, and again, a community will decide if a hike in property taxes 
is worth a new and improved high school.  After a failed referendum two years ago, the Blooming Prairie 
school board is asking for the public's vote again 

 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 
1-8 Rochester investigators says gang related fights are getting more violent.  Investigator Steve 
Thompson says tension is high as two specific gangs are spiraling out of control. 
 
1-15 A former Iowa drug czar is looking to *digitally step up the fight against methamphetamine. 
 
2-7 There's a new way to track drug offenders living in Minnesota. A new website lets the public find 
out more information about people who have been convicted of making methamphetamine.  
 
3-4 Back at home, two convicted felons are finding a way to repay the program that gave them their 
lives back, and they're doing it with spaghetti. 
 
3-7 The allegations are awful.  The injuries unexplainable accept to indicate severe abuse... 
according to a Mayo clinic doctor. 
 
3-12 A new type of cop could be watching a street corner near you.  The Minnesota State Supreme 
Court is set to rule on the legality of those intersection cameras that can land you a ticket without ever 
seeing a police officer. 
 
3-28 Probably one of the saddest elements in this story is that **If** it turns out that a young woman 
did this to her child out of fear because she didn't want... or know how to take care of her baby... 
Minnesota IS ONE OF THE FEW STATES THAT has a "72 hour LAW." 
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6. Elderly / Handicapped / Minority Groups / Racism 
 

1-13 It's a 16-day program... pushing Hindus to become more aware of how yoga incorporated into 
their every day life... can really make a difference. 
 
1-16 Its a religion that's all over the news, and popular throughout the world, yet Muslim leaders say 
there are many misconceptions about the Islamic faith. 
 
1-18 New leadership of the Olmsted Diversity Council produces a record breaking year for outreach.  
NewsCenter's Chris Hrapsky sat down with the Executive Director to talk about their progress in the fight 
against discrimination. 
 
1-22 Iowa is one of 17 states to set to receive a multi million dollar grant to go towards providing 
residential alternatives for the developmentally disabled.  
 
2-16 Members of Law enforcement work in crisis situations on a day to day basis.  Now one type of 
training is showing officers the appropriate way to help people with mental illnesses. 
 
2-19 More than three years after a brutal kidnapping... a young Somali girl is getting a new chance at 
life... here in Rochester. 
 
2-28 A Minnesota nursing home is under the state's watchful eye. 
 
3-1 The Dorothy day house opens its doors at four o'clock every night and provides some shelter and 
a warm bed for anyone who needs it. 
 
3-5 Rochester is one of the first cities in the nation to put up "autistic child in area" signs. 
Now... less than two years after the first ones were installed... a new plan being proposed by the city 
would require parents of any blind... deaf... or autistic child to pay 200-dollars to have a similar sign put up 
in their yard. 
 
3-13 Officers believe they have a tool that will help save lives for those who have autism.  It's a 
tracking device that could be huge for parents and caregivers 

 
 
7. Environment 

 
1-11 The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources had a hearing to get public testimony on a 
proposed Cedar River Watershed District 
 
1-14 Gas prices around our area dipped below the two dollar for the first time in more than a year.  
Many drivers gassed up to take advantage of the relatively low prices.  
 
1-17 California's cold snap is hitting the produce aisle at local grocery stores.  
 
1-18 A group known for giving you power is giving out awards to those who are helping conserve. 
Rochester Public Utilities is recognizing individuals and organizations for helping the environment in the 
past year. 
 
1-23 It was the kick off to a state wide campaign... in the name of clean energy.       
 
1-24 The Lake Zumbro Forever group boarded a bus to the State Capitol this morning to talk with 
Legislatures about restoration funding. 
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2-10 Participants ran or walked 2 point 6 miles in a unified effort with other Mini-Marathoners 
worldwide to raise money for the clean water project in Kenya. 
 
2-22 Governor Tim Pawlenty signs a renewable energy bill into law. And while they are glad it's 
signed... local utility companies worry about getting power to you.. the consumer. 
 
3-3 Minnesota farmers are happy to see snow again, but as Jana Shortal reports the state needs to 
break more than just snowfall records in order to put a dent in drought conditions. 
 
3-11 Minnesota will be back in-charge of the state's wolf population beginning tomorrow.  The Federal 
government is relinquishing protection of the animals after three decades of being on the endangered 
species list. 
 
3-12 It's called Carbon Credits.  Farmers will get money incentives for limiting the amount of carbon 
dioxide released into the atmosphere. 

 
 
 

8. Youth 
 
1-13 The Quarry Hill Nature Center is showing off its collection of exotic critters to kids.  Several 
families came out yesterday to see a variety of crawling animals that aren't usually found in Minnesota. 
 
1-20 Twenty local counties are exploring a new age of technology with the help of I-B-M.  As 
NewsCenter's Katie Brandt shows us, this partnership is powering up the next generation. 
 
1-24 Governor Al Quie will be supporting "Coach What Counts." ... an local effort to mentor kids in 
Southeastern Minnesota. 
 
1-25 A national organization names Olmsted County and the city of Rochester one of the best 100 
communities for young people. 
 
1-29 It's the second time-around for the Rochester Area Sports Banquet... and this year's awards bring 
in a heavy pitcher to talk to the athletes. 
 
2-11 It's Child Passenger Safety Week and the Minnesota Department of Public Safety is urging you to 
pay attention. 
 
2-16 Some local elementary students are saying thanks but no thanks to their recess.  Instead they're 
learning the basics of some foreign languages like Spanish, French and Chinese.  
 
2-18 With a break from winter's arctic temperatures, community members go outside and explore a 
piece of Rochester's history. 
 
2-23 Instead of being afraid of how the internet can hurt children... A new website is giving parents 
renewed hope in their computers. 
 
2-25 Kids are earning their chore money and getting a winter workout. 
 
3-5 Retro Bill travels the country encouraging kids to stay away from drugs and how to deal with peer 
pressure... with much of his message focusing on self-esteem. 
 
3-9 Hard work is paying off yet again for the book worms at one local high school. Students at 
Plainview, Elgin, Millville, school district have won this year's Scholastic Book Fair National Competition.    
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9. Substance Abuse 
1-1 Minnesota saw a dramatic increase in D-U-I arrests last year... With increased D-U-I enforcement 
over the holiday weeks... adding to the number of drunk driver arrests. 
 
1-3 A new report shows close to half of all high school students drink alcohol... and, more than half of 
them admit to binge drinking.   
 
1-9 Minnesota isn't making the grade when comes to being smoke free. That’s according to a report 
card released today by the American lung Association. 
 
1-29 A smoking ban...Similar to one passed last week in Olmsted County... Could soon become a 
reality for smokers in Iowa. 
 
1-31 Olmsted County is joining forces with law enforcement to fight drug use through a program called 
'lead'... 
 
2-15 A proposed statewide workplace smoking ban continues to move through the legislature intact. 
 
3-2 The latest twist on a statewide smoking ban in Minnesota could leave bars with a decision to 
make. 
 
3-27 The Minnesota Senate votes to toughen up smoking policies in the state.  It’s been a heated 
debate for years... and this decision could have some people smoking 
 
3-6 Thinking about drinking and driving... Think again. The Minnesota department of public safety is 
releasing new data regarding impaired driving from 2005. 
 
3-12 If Iowa's governor gets his way... lighting up will become an expensive habit... that can help keep 
others healthy. 
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Network Programming 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the issues 
and problems of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to our local 

problems and needs. 
 

 

• FOX News Sunday 
 FOX  Network 
 Sunday 10am 60 min 

 
 
Date:        12/31/06 
TOPIC:       Iraq & Election 2008 
GUESTS: Sen. Richard Lugar, (R-IN), Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee Gov. Tom Vilsack, (D-IA) 
 
 
Date:   1/7/07 
Topic:  New Congress & Politics 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell, (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader Rep. Steny Hoyer, (D-

MD), House Majority Leader. 
 
 
Date:  1/14/07 
Topic:   Iraq 
Guests: Vice President Dick Cheney 
 
Date:  1/21/07 
Topic:  Iraq & Domestic Issues 
Guests: Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr., (D-DE), chairman, Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee Sen. Carl Levin, (D-MI), chairman Of The Senate Armed Services 
Committee Newt Gingrich, Former House Speaker 

 
Date: 1/28/07 
Topic:  Iraq & 2008 Election 
Guests: Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS), 2008 presidential candidate Sen. Joe Lieberman 

(I-CN), chairman of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee 

 
Date:  2/4/07 
Topic: Iraq 
Guests:  Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA), Senate Foreign Relations and Armed Services Committee 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, (R-SC) 
 

 
Date:  2/11/07 
Topic:  Senate Iraq resolution & Senate Democrats 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader Sen. Jack Reed  
  (D-RI) 
 
 



Issues & Programs Report                    2007 First Quarter Report 

KXLT Television Inc. 
KXLT-TV, Rochester, MN 

12 

Date:  2/18/07 
Topic:  Iraq War Debate 
Guests: Newt Gingrich, former House Speaker Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI), Armed Services 

Committee chairman. 
 
 
Date:  2/25/07 
Topic:  Iraq, Iran, & HPV Vaccine in Texas 
Guests: Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State Gov. Rick Perry (R-TX)  Gov. Ed Rendell 

(D-PA) 
 
 
Date:  3/4/07 
Topic:  Iraq, Afghanistan, & Wall Street 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, (D-CA) Rep. Pete Hoekstra, (R-MI); Rep. Charles 

Rangel, (D-NY) 
 
 
Date:  3/18/07 
Topic:  U.S. Attorney Controversy & Iraq War Anniversary 
Guests: Bud Cummins (AR), former U.S. Attorney David Inglesias (NM), Former U.S. 

Attorney  Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA)  Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) 
 
 
Date:  3/25/07 
Topic:  Iraq & US Attorneys 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) Sen. Trent Lott (R-MO) Sharon Eubanks, 

Former Federal Prosecutor 
 
Date: 4/1/07 
Topic:  Iraq Timetable & US Attorney Controversy 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) Sen. Joe Biden (D-DE)
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Syndicated Programming 

 
In addition to our locally produced need to respond to the issues and problems of our 
viewing area, syndicated programs often cover issues relating to our local problems and 
needs. 

    

  None this quarter 
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Short Form Programming 
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