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Listing of Problems and Needs 
 
 

 1. ECONOMIC & DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT/JOBS/TOURISM 

 2. POLITICAL/GOVERNMENTAL 

 3. HEALTH CARE DEVELOPMENTS 

 4. EDUCATION 

 5. CRIME PREVENTION & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 6. ELDERLY/HANDICAPPED/MINORITY GROUPS/RACISM 

 7. ENVIRONMENT 

 8. YOUTH 

 9. SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

10. POVERTY 
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TYPICAL AND ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAMS IN 
RESPONSE TO ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

 
Local 

 
Since  November 28, 1999, KXLT Television, Inc. licensee of KXLT, has broadcast the 
following programming in response to the issues and programs need for this quarter. 

 
 

**** FOX 47 News @ 9  
Locally produced   
 

      News @ 9       M-F, Sun  9p-9:30p 
       
 

Latest information and periodic in-depth background stories, which air during the news.  
All appear in 9:00 pm news unless otherwise noted, with possible rebroadcast, in 
original or re-edited form, in subsequent reports. 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 
4/5:  Rochester is number one in the state when it comes to population growth. According 
to the U.S. Census Department. The Rochester metro area has seen almost a 10 percent 
jump in population... from nearly 164-thousand in 2000... to about 180-thousand in 2006.  
The highest population increase in the state. 
 
5/17:  Dodge Center facility announced layoffs.  In a statement sent out by a spokesperson 
for McNeilius... The layoffs of 67 employees at plants in Dodge Center and Texas take effect 
immediately.  The layoffs include workers within the company's concrete mixer production. 
 
6/18:  On-going RochesterFest Festival expected to pump thousands of dollars into the 
Rochester economy, especially downtown Rochester where the festival is staged. 
 
6/20:  Residents of Wykoff meet to discuss opening a food co-op to replace the town’s only 
supermarket which has permanently closed. 
 
6/28:  National AAU Championships to generate tourism dollars and interest in Greater 
Rochester area. 
 
6/28:  New national study ranks Minnesota Interstates 2nd worst in the nation, an 
impediment to economic development in the State. 
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6/20:  Residents of Wykoff meet to discuss opening a food co-op to replace the town’s only 
supermarket which has permanently closed. 
 
 

2. Political/Governmental 
 
5/17:  Immigrant groups endorse President Bush’s proposal for immigration reform.  Those 
at Owatonna's centro campesino office are excited that things seem to be moving in the 
right direction. Under the agreement lawmakers compromised on... Future migrants could 
get merit credits for job training and learning English and undocumented immigrants 
already here could work toward permanent residency with fines and time spent back in 
their home country. 

 
5/31:  Rochester City Administrator says Governor Pawlenty’s veto of a budget bill will cost 
the City 800,000 dollars and could result in a tax increase. 
 
6/26:  Local Representative and former House Speaker Steve Sviggum  is leaving his 
position to take a new job.  After nearly three decades in the Legislature... Sviggum is 
leaving to become Governor Pawlenty's commissioner of labor and industry. 

 
6/26:  Republican and DFL Party leaders met with the Secretary of State to consider 
moving Minnesota caucuses up to still have what they consider to be a relevant caucus 
with other States already moving caucuses and primary dates ahead.   
 
 
 
 

3. Health Care Developments 
 

5/10:  Mayo Clinic warns of supplement usage.  Most are not even F-D-A approved... but 
still millions of Americans pop these pills daily. Sometimes by the handful.  It may sound 
like common sense... but one new mayo study is saying it again... do the research before 
swallowing herbal supplements. 

 
5/31:  Olmstead Medical Center decides to ban smoking on all of its properties, inside and 
out. 

 
6/18:  Health officials say Lyme disease is on the rise in Minnesota.  ALMOST 75-hundred 
confirmed cases of Lyme DISEASE have been reported in Minnesota over the past 20 years. 

 
6/20:  Mayo Clinic opens new pediatric unit designed to provide centralized medical care 
for children and consultation areas for their parents/guardians. 

 
6/25:  With eight drowning deaths this year and several boating accidents, we did a report 
on boating and swimming safety procedures.   

 
6/25:  A new program could help pregnant and postpartum moms kick the habit. 
It's a program designed to teach moms about the danger of tobacco use and second hand 
smoke. 

 
6/27:  Iowa’s Lt. Governor comes to Mason City to promote a new health initiative for 
Iowans.  The initiative is designed to get opinions from different communities throughout 
the state focusing on how to put a healthier lifestyle on the top of people's lists. 

 



Issues & Programs Report                    2007 Second Quarter Report 

KXLT Television Inc. 
KXLT-TV, Rochester, MN 

6 

6/29:  Mayo Clinic pioneers employee health program.  Health professionals at the Mayo 
Clinic are, in fact, healthy.  Representatives from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services stopped at Mayo during their nationwide bus tour.  Mayo offers many 
ways for its workers to stay in shape, including the Livewell Program and use of the Dan 
Abraham Healthy Living Center. 
 
 
 
 

4. Education 
 
4/23:  Some are using the holiday as a chance to get kids hooked.  Hooked on cleaning up 
the environment that is.  Whitewater State Park is hosting the celebration of an effort to 
unite people within the four state driftless area of the upper Mississippi River Basin. 
 
4/27:  Minnesota’s Division of Natural Resources put on an Arbor Day Demonstration on 
the importance of trees for elementary school children in Rochester.   

 
5/25:  Rochester Catholic Schools are changing the way they do things.  Instead of a 
superintendent... they have hired a president to oversee things. Today, Dennis Nigon was 
officially named president of all the catholic schools in the Rochester district.  As president, 
he plans to increase student enrollment and better community relations. 

 
5/25:  Years of hard work are paying off... with the moving of a little dirt. Kingsland School 
district is breaking ground for their brand new high school.  In the fall voters approved a 
referendum for an 11-point-8 million dollar school.  The referendum failed twice in four 
years before a new plan for only classrooms was approved. 
 
6/19:  The ballots are in, the votes counted.. and it appears that the Kasson-Mantorivlle 
school district will now have a middle school to build.  Voters today approved the 19 and a 
half million dollar proposal. 

 
6/19:  Rochester school board approves September referendum on whether to build a new 
middle school. 
 
6/19:  Studio Academy, a publicly funded charter school in Rochester, is on the verge of 
closing because of a dispute between the Board of Education at the school. 
 
6/20:  University of Minnesota Board of Trustees approves an increase in tuition starting in 
the fall of 2007. 
 
6/21:  The University of Iowa has chosen a biology professor to serve as the school's NEXT 
president.  Sally Mason becomes the school's 20th president, replacing David Skorton, who 
left last year to take a similar position at Cornell University.  Mason takes the reigns as the 
university’s president August 1st of this year. 
 
6/22:  Good news for Wisconsin and Minnesota students.  The two states have worked out 
an agreement to continue their reciprocity agreement. Students attending state universities 
across the border will continue to pay in-state tuition. 
 
 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
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5/25:  Rochester police say they’re looking for a serial rapist.  Over the course of a year, 
three random women have been raped in Rochester and there's a pattern that has police 
looking for one man 
 
6/18:  Austin police report major increase in bicycle thefts; we report on ways to keep your 
property from being stolen and what to do if is stolen.   

 
6/18:  Across the state.. law enforcement officials are concerned over what they say is a 
rise in gang activity.. in many parts of rural Minnesota... 

 
6/20:  Rochester Police Chief Roger Peterson proposes using “citizen” officers, volunteers 
who would assist paid police in non-emergency situations. 

 
6/21:  Area volunteer fire departments say they are having a very difficult time attracting 
new volunteers which threatens the quality of fire protection in many communities.   

 
6/25:  Guards from Rochester Federal Medical Center prison train in special weapons and 
tactics to deal with possible prison unrest. 

 
6/26:  State Patrol in Minnesota reports increase in road rage incidents, offer advice on 
what to do if you become a victim of road rage. 

 
6/27:  Rochester video company develops video used nationwide to combat rise in hazing 
across the country as well as locally. 

 
6/27:  Rochester postal workers take part in training drill for how to deal with terrorist 
anthrax attack. 
 
 
 

6. Elderly / Handicapped / Minority Groups / Racism 
 
4/5:  Minnesota nursing home operators say the Governor and Legislature are neglecting 
the elderly.  It's a state-wide problem... and in southeastern Minnesota... nursing homes 
are feeling the heat.  Nearly 40 percents of facilities are operating in the red. 
 
4/25:  Elderly people lacking vitamin "d" may be prone to disability -- according to a new 
study. Vitamin "d" is produced in the body after exposure to sunlight -- it's also available in 
fortified foods and supplements. A new study found elderly adults who were deficient in the 
vitamin performed poorly on physical tests, and had lower handgrip strength when 
compared to adults who got enough of the sunshine vitamin. 
 
5/2:  Snacking could be beneficial --  for some of us!  Because we tend to eat less and less 
as we age, researchers suggest snacking is important for the elderly to get enough calories 
each day.  In a study of about 2,000 people over age 65, those who snacked daily 
consumed significantly more calories, protein and carbohydrates than non-snackers.  
 
5/4:  A new study says seniors like to feel needed... and they’ve got the health benefits to 
prove it. Research out of Kirksville College Of Osteopathic  Medicine in Missouri and the 
University of California, Los Angeles Medical School... Says feeling useful appears to 
improve older adults’ physical functioning. 
 
6/22:  Minnesota Attorney General warns elderly against new scams found to be operating 
in the State.   
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7. Environment 

 
5/25:  In a ribbon cutting ceremony... The kindergarten class at Jefferson elementary got 
up close and person with Rochester’s  4 new school buses.  Which by the way are all 
environmentally friendly using biodiesel fuel instead of conventional diesel.  These 4 buses 
are part of a pack of 28.. funded through the city and the federal transit administration.. at 
a cost of 8 million dollars. 

 
6/11:  With a promise to replant... a little more than 7 and a half acres of land were cut 
down last summer in Oronoco... to make way for the highway 52 construction project.  But 
now... there's a problem... and it looks like it'll be a bit longer before new trees will be able 
to put down their roots. 

 
6/26:  New 40-turbine wind farm proposed for Mower County to reduce effect of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
6/28:  Bald Eagle removed from endangered species list; National Eagle Center in Wabasha 
played major role in restoration of the species. 
 
 
 

8. Youth 
 

5/3:  Schools in Minnesota are literally sniffing out dangerous mercury.  Meet Clancy.  He's 
the country's only known mercury sniffing dog. And, he roams the halls of Minnesota 
schools with his owner, Carol Hubbard. 

 
5/10:  Rochester police say there’s a need to offer alternatives to youth other than gang 
activity.  The comments come after a weekend fight involving two gangs.   

 
6/4:  Identity theft is  easy and more common than ever before.   But do your 
children know the risks and potential impact of sending their personal information over the 
web? Zach Friesen (Freezen) got his identity stolen when he was seven years old.  He says 
he didn't find out he was 40-thousand dollars in debt until he was 17 and applying for 
college loans.  Now, he's using his bad experience to help educate high school students 
across the country about the risks you take when putting personal information on the web.  

 
6/15:  With the hope of saving innocent lives...Iowa's First Lady is placing some new light 
on an old law.  Just two weeks ago an Iowa woman was charged in the death of her 
newborn baby.  Now, with the hope of preventing deaths like these... Mari Culver is 
promoting three TV advertisements that give a powerful reminder of Iowa's Safe Haven Law. 
6/20:  Austin City officials say there is a shortage of daycare in the City.  To help solve the 
problem... This week,  the city council passed a motion asking the state to cover 50-percent 
of the cost for a new downtown "Success Center." 

 
6/26:  Youth coaches warn parents to be on best behavior at little league games after 
parent is charged with assaulting a coach.   

 
6/26:  statewide TEST results ARE OUT ON the Minnesota Basic Skills Test and the new 
Graduation-Required Assessments for Diploma WRITING test.   STATEWIDE.. 92 PERCENT 
OF MINNESOTA'S tenth GRADERS PASSED THE B-S-T. 
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6/26:  More than 300 Minnesota troops will be coming home from Iraq this July...And even 
though it's an exciting time for families it can also be a time of uncertainty for their 
children.  That's why Cindy Rolfs and Gina Knutson decided to have their kids attend 
Camp Noah.  Camp Noah is funded through donations and is free to military families.  It's 
designed to help children build confidence.. so when they see their parent for the first time, 
they'll have a more successful reunion. 
 
 
 

9. Substance Abuse 
 

4/18:   April is child abuse prevention month...and today, the Rochester police are doing 
their part to create awareness about the harm some kids face while exposed to drug use in 
the home. today, the narcotics division educated county employees about the effects meth-
use has on a child. 

 
5/30:  It's not everyday a Blackhawk helicopter lands in your town. But that's what 
happened for students across southeast Minnesota yesterday.   The Army National Guard 
and DARE or Drug Abuse Resistance Education... are working together to teach kids the 
consequences of using illegal drugs... 
 

10. Poverty 
 
5/3:  The Rochester Salvation Army’s free medical clinic reports a record increase in usage 
during the first few months of the year.  A record year for the local free clinic is leaving 
more and more patients grateful for their service every day. but as the number of patients 
keeps climbing it also points to a health care crisis that's bad... and many feel... getting 
worse. 

 
5/31:  It's an evolving concern for our growing region... The issue?  Affordable housing.  
This afternoon...  State Lawmakers stopped in rochester to figure out a way to make living 
in southern minnesota more affordable. Some of the ideas discussed... Included everything 
from the role "vouchers" can play in public housing... to the viability for builders to 
construct dwellings that earn companies tax credits. Today's round of talks also focused on 
the need for a long-term plan to end homelessness in our area. 

 
6/28:  Austin schools offer free summer lunches to anyone under 18 during weekdays in 
summer due to high rate of poverty in the City. 
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Network Programming 
 

In addition to our locally produced programming specifically designed to respond to the issues 
and problems of our viewing area, network programs often cover issues relating to our local 

problems and needs. 
 

 

• FOX News Sunday 
 FOX  Network 
 Sunday 10am 60 min 

 
 

Date:  3/4/07 
Topic:  Iraq, Afghanistan & Wall Street 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, (D-CA) Rep. Pete Hoekstra, (R-MI); Rep. Charles 

Rangel, (D-NY) 
 
Date:  3/11/07 
Topic:  Iraq & 2008 election 
Guests: Former Sen. Fred Thompson, (R-TN) Rep. Maxine Waters, (D-CA), Out of Iraq 

Caucus Founder 
 
Date: 3/18/07 
Topic:  U.S. Attorney Controversy & Iraq War Anniversary 
Guests: Bud Cummins (AR), former U.S. Attorney, David Inglesias (NM), Former U.S. 

Attorney,  Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) 
 
Date:  3/25/07 
Topic:  Iraq & US Attorneys 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) Sen. Trent Lott (R-MO) Sharon Eubanks, 

Former Federal Prosecutor 
 
Date: 4/1/07 
Topic:  Iraq Timetable & US Attorney Controversy 
Guests: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) Sen. Joe Biden (D-DE) 
 
Date:  4/8/07 
Topic:  Foreign and Domestic News of the Week 
Guests:  Sen. Chuck Schumer, (D-NY), Senate Judiciary Committee former Speaker of 

the House Newt Gingrich, (R-GA) 
 

Date: 4/15/07 
Topic:  Iraq & Imus Controversy 
Guests: Sen. Carl Levin, (D-MI) Sen. Lindsey Graham, (R-SC) Rev. Al Sharpton, Civil 

Rights Activist Thomas Blanton, Director of the National Security Archive 
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Date: 4/22/07 
Topic:  VA Tech & Gonzales Testimony 
Guests: Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling, (R-VA) Stephen Trachtenberg, 

George Washington University President . Sen. Arlen Specter, (R-PA), 
Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member; Sen. Charles E. 
Schumer, (D-NY), Senate Judiciary Committee 

 
Date: 4/29/07 
Topic:  2008 Election 
Guests: Sen. John McCain, (R-AZ)  Cindy McCain, wife of Senator McCain 
 
Date:  5/6/07 
Topic:  Politics and the Iraq War 
Guests: Sen. Christopher Dodd, (D-CT) Rep. John Boehner, (R-OH), House 

Minority Leader Rev. Richard Land, President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 

 
Date: 5/13/07 
Topic:  Presidential politics 
Guests: Rudy Giuliani, former New York City Mayor and GOP presidential 
hopeful 
 
Date:  5/20/07 
Topic:  Immigration & Exclusive interview with a Former Supreme Court Justice 
Guests: Sen. Charles Schumer, (D-NY), Sen. Lindsey Graham, (R-SC) former 

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor,  Paul Hays, former 
House Reading Clerk 

 
Date: 5/27/07 
Topic:  Presidential Politics & Immigration Reform 
Guests: former Arkansas Republican Gov. Mike Huckabee Sen.   
   Arlen Specter, (R-PA), Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, (R-TX) 
 
Date:  6/3/07 
Topic:  GOP Politics, Iraq, & Immigration 
Guests: Newt Gingrich, former House Speaker Ryan Crocker, Ambassador to 
Iraq 
 
Date:  6/10/07 
Topic:  Immigration bill 
Guests: Tony Snow, White House Press Secretary Sen. Richard Durbin, (D-IL) 
 
Date:  6/17/07 
Topic:  Iraq 
Guests: Gen. David Petraeus, Command General, Multi-National Force-Iraq 
 
Date:  6/24/07 
Topic:  Senate Business 
Guests: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, (D-CA) Sen. Trent Lott, (R-MS) 
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Syndicated Programming 

 
In addition to our locally produced need to respond to the issues and problems of our 
viewing area, syndicated programs often cover issues relating to our local problems and 
needs. 

    

  None this quarter 
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Short Form Programming 
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